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». CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience

roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-

treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is

our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-

gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
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? 95 TS 358 fudd geTEt fus T
Afonst yareTetl yurs W39t Het &
‘Han’ 3 uret Une ST faar, “amrequst
29U &% ATIES I3 JE I WAt
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contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi,all Indian, Pakistani,English and All over The
World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

IAT UIHS™BT 96% € 3% &% T 39 ©
AUTCH 568, Helg Jo%, MTElS, ocelban,
fSHST M3 US T So%" T 2 e HIE Aoe

O Instagram:IAMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Ameliorez votre beauté

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair Styling
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« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

- More services soon

7 ASIE otelVertul
StHIEaune n SEA4ITES 153
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Other, female
beautifying Services
83+ I=I3t B3uTet &% SHMM® HA™H

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.
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Forget Bucket Lists. Your Birth Chart May
Already Have Picked Your Next Destination

(Our Staff Reporter)- Most
travellers choose destinations
based on budget, flight deals,
recommendations from friends,
or an Instagram photo that
stayed in their minds. But a
growing number of people are let-
ting the stars decide. Astrology-
guided travel, especially a prac-
tice known as astrocartography,
is becoming one of the more un-
usual travel trends of the mo-
ment. Astrocartography was
popularised in the 1970s by
American astrologer Jim Lewis.
It maps a person’s birth chart,
based on the date, time, and
place of birth, onto a map of the
world. Lines representing plan-
etary positions cross continents,
and according to astrologers,
each line carries a different in-
fluence. A Venus line might be
associated with love and beauty,
a Jupiter line with luck and
growth, a Saturn line with disci-
pline or challenge. Travellers use
these maps to choose places
where they hope to find romance,
success, healing, or creative in-
spiration.

For readers familiar with
Vedic astrology, the idea isn't

entirely foreign. In many South
Asian families, jyotish shapes
decisions about weddings,
housewarmings, business
launches, and journeys. Consult-
ing an astrologer before a major
trip or relocation has long been
common practice.
Astrocartography simply gives
that tradition a global, map-
based twist, and social media

generation.

Is there scientific evidence
behind it? No. Astronomers and
scientists broadly agree that
there's no demonstrated mecha-
nism by which planetary posi-
tions at birth influence a person's
experiences in specific cities.
Anyone booking a trip based on
a birth chart should understand

has made it trendy with a younger

that it's a matter of belief and

personal meaning, not proven
effect. But that doesn't mean the
trend is pointless. Part of its ap-
peal lies in intention. When
people travel to a place they be-
lieve will bring clarity or renewal,
they often arrive open to experi-
ences, reflective, and ready for
change. That mindset can
shape a trip powerfully, regard-

less of what the planets are do-
ing. Psychologists sometimes
point out that meaningful rituals
can increase our sense of pur-
pose and satisfaction, even
when their premise can't be
tested.

It can also push people be-
yond familiar destinations. In-

stead of the same crowded cit-

ies everyone visits, an astrologi-
cal map might point someone
toward a small town in Portugal,
a coastal village in Chile, or a
hill station they had never con-
sidered. That spirit of discovery
is at the heart of good travel.

A practical word of caution:
travellers should still do the
usual research on safety, visas,
cost, weather, and health re-
quirements. The stars won't can-
cel a flight or book your hotel.
For some, this trend is harmless
fun. For others, it's a spiritual
practice with deep personal
meaning. Either way, it offers a
new question for trip planning:
instead of "Where do | want to
go?", perhaps "Where am |
meant to go?" Just remember to
pack your passport along with
your birth chart.

Malaysia's 30-Day Visa-Free Entry:
Indians Warned Agalnst Fake Job Promises

(Our Staff Reporter)- MalayS|a s visa-
free entry for Indian citizens, allowing stays
of up to 30 days, has made the country
one of the most accessible international
destinations for Indian travellers. Kuala
Lumpur's skyline, Penang's food streets,
and Langkawi's beaches are now just a flight
away, without paperwork. But authorities are
warning of a darker side: fraudsters are
exploiting the visa-free policy to lure job
seekers with fake employment offers.

The key fact every traveller must
understand is simple: visa-free entry is for
tourism, business visits, and short stays.
It is not permission to work. Anyone who
takes up employment in Malaysia without
a proper work permit can face detention,
fines, and deportation, even if they were
deceived about the nature of the job.

The scams typically follow a familiar
pattern. Recruiters, often contacting people
through social media, WhatsApp, or
unregistered agents, promise high-paying
jobs in hospitality, IT, construction, or
customer service. They tell applicants to
travel on a tourist entry, claiming the

%

LA ¥k : W, -
paperwork will be "arranged later." Victims
often pay large fees upfront. On arrival, the
job may not exist, the salary may be far
lower than promised, or passports may be
confiscated. In the worst cases, these
schemes connect to something far more

dangerous. Across Southeast Asia, criminal
networks have trafficked workers, including
many from India, into scam compounds in
countries such as Myanmar, Cambodia,
and Laos, where they are forced to run online
fraud operations. Some victims have been

h transported across borders after arriving in
# a legitimate transit country. The Indian

government has conducted rescue
operations and repeatedly issued advisories

8 about these networks. This is a global

problem, not just a regional one. Labour
trafficking thrives wherever economic
desperation meets weak oversight and
easy digital recruitment. Job seekers from
South Asia, Africa, and other parts of the
world have been targeted with similar
schemes in the Gulf, Europe, and
Southeast Asia. What can travellers and
families do? Verify any job offer through
official channels. In India, recruitment agents

for overseas employment must be
registered, and the government's eMigrate
portal lists legitimate agents. Never travel
on a tourist entry for a promised job. Be
wary of offers that sound too good, require
large upfront payments, or ask you to keep
things secret. Never hand over your passport
to an employer. And keep contact
information for the nearest Indian embassy
or high commission handy. Families in the
diaspora can play a role, too. Many young
job seekers trust relatives abroad for advice.
Sharing information about these scams in
community groups, gurdwaras, temples,
and WhatsApp networks can prevent real
tragedies. Malaysia remains a wonderful
destination, and the visa-free policy is a
genuine opportunity for tourism and cultural
connection. Enjoy the nasi lemak and the
rainforests. Just make sure your trip
remains a holiday, not a trap.

(Our Staff Reporter)- Ten thousand
steps. It's the number displayed on
countless fitness trackers, repeated in
offices and gyms around the world, and
treated as a kind of universal health
commandment. But where did it come
from, and do you really need it? The
surprising answer is that the 10,000-
step target didn't come from medical
research at all. Its roots are usually
traced to Japan in the 1960s, when a
pedometer was marketed under a name
that roughly translated to "10,000-step
meter." The round number was catchy,
easy to remember, and stuck. Decades

later, science has finally caught up to
test it. The research suggests
something encouraging: meaningful
health benefits begin well below 10,000
steps. Large studies analysing data
from tens of thousands of people across
multiple countries have found that risk
of death from all causes declines
steadily as daily steps increase, but the
benefits start early and level off at
different points depending on age. A
widely cited 2022 analysis published in
The Lancet Public Health found that for
adults aged 60 and older, the benefits
tended to level off at around 6,000 to

Forget the 10,000-Step Goal: How Many
Steps Do You Really Need Based on Your

8,000 steps a day. For younger adults,
the plateau came at roughly 8,000 to
10,000 steps. More recent research has
suggested that around 7,000 steps a
day is associated with substantial
reductions in risk of heart disease,
dementia, depression, and early death.
In other words, 10,000 steps can be a
good target if it's comfortable and
achievable, but it isn't a universal
requirement. For older adults
especially, pushing past what the body
can comfortably handle offers
diminishing returns and may raise the
risk of falls or injuries.
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PRESIDENT MURMU URGES FILM STARS:
FAME COMES WITH RESPONSIBILITY

President Droupadi Murmu has delivered a message to India's film industry that goes beyond
awards, glamour and box-office success: celebrity influence carries responsibility.

(Our Staff Reporter)- Speaking at the
72nd National Film Awards ceremony on
Tuesday, Murmu urged film personalities
not to endorse products that can harm
people's health.

She pointed to the enormous influence
popular actors have over audiences, par-
ticularly young people, and said a true
star should use that influence responsi-
bly. The remarks arrive amid renewed
scrutiny of celebrity endorsements for
products associated with tobacco and
other health concerns. In India, actors
and sports stars frequently appear in ad-
vertising campaigns for consumer prod-
ucts. Some advertisements use terms
such as “mouth freshener” or “elaichi”
while promoting brands whose broader
product associations have attracted pub-
lic-health scrutiny. The President's com-
ments effectively raise a difficult question
for the entertainment industry: Does an
actor's responsibility end when the ad-
vertising contract is signed?

Or does celebrity influence cre-
ate a wider obligation to consider what is
being promoted? The issue is particularly
sensitive because celebrity advertising

works precisely because audiences trust,
admire or identify with famous personali-
ties. A product promoted by an unknown
model is one thing. A product promoted
by a hugely popular actor can reach mil-
lions of consumers almost instantly.
Murmu's intervention therefore places the
ethical question directly in front of the
industry's most powerful personalities.

The message also comes at a time when
Indian regulators and public-health advo-
cates have increasingly focused on mis-
leading or potentially harmful advertising.
The President did not suggest that ce-
lebrities should stop endorsing commer-
cial products altogether.

The broader message was about judg-
ment. Film stars have enormous cultural

reach. Their influence can encourage
healthier behaviour, education and social
responsibility—but it can also normalise
products that public-health authorities
consider harmful. That makes the adver-
tising decision more consequential than
a conventional commercial transaction.

The entertainment industry, meanwhile,
operates in a fiercely competitive com-
mercial environment. Celebrity endorse-
ments can be extremely lucrative, and
brands seek famous faces precisely be-
cause they can change consumer

i behaviour.

The tension between commercial op-
portunity and public responsibility is
therefore unlikely to disappear. But
Murmu's remarks have added a pow-
erful voice to the debate. In a country
where cinema has enormous cultural
influence, the President's message
was simple: being a star is not merely
about being recognised. It is also
about what millions of people see
when they look at you. And sometimes,
what a celebrity refuses to endorse may
say as much about that celebrity as what
they choose to promote.

Bitcoin Crosses $85,000: Three Key Reasons Behind the Crypto Rally

(Our Staff Reporter)- Bitcoin has crossed
$85,000, reviving excitement across the
cryptocurrency market after a turbulent
period. For long-time investors, it's an-
other chapter in aremarkably volatile story.
For newcomers, it's a reminder of why
crypto remains one of the most discussed
and debated assets in the world. Still,
context matters: the price remains well
below the record highs Bitcoin reached
in October 2025, so this is a recovery,
not a new peak.

Several forces tend to drive rallies like
this, and analysts point to three in par-
ticular.

Interest-rate expectations.
Cryptocurrencies, like many speculative
assets, tend to perform better when bor-
rowing costs are expected to fall. When
central banks, especially the U.S. Fed-
eral Reserve, signal easier monetary
policy, investors typically move money
into riskier assets that could offer higher
returns. Any shift in rate expectations can
ripple through crypto markets almost in-
stantly.

Institutional money. The Bitcoin market
today looks very different from a decade
ago. The approval of spot Bitcoin ex-
change-traded funds in the United States
in 2024 opened the door for pension
funds, wealth managers, and ordinary in-
vestors to gain exposure through familiar
brokerage accounts. Some public com-
panies have also added Bitcoin to their
balance sheets as a treasury asset.
When these investors increase their hold-
ings, their scale can move prices signifi-
cantly.

Sentiment and momentum. Crypto mar-
kets are heavily influenced by psychol-
ogy. Once prices start rising, social me-
diabuzz, news coverage, and fear of miss-
ing out can pull in new buyers, pushing
prices higher still. The reverse is also true,

which is why rallies often end with sharp
corrections.

What does this mean for investors, in-
cluding readers in India and the diaspora?
First, understand the risks. Bitcoin has
experienced multiple crashes of more
than 50 percent in its history. Money in-
vested should be money you can afford
to lose. Second, understand the rules
where you live. India, for example, taxes
gains from crypto assets at a flat 30 per-
cent, along with a 1 percent tax deducted

at source on transactions, and regulatory
clarity is still evolving. The U.S., U.K.,
Canada, and Gulf countries all have their
own tax and reporting rules.

There's also a global story unfolding.
Bitcoin is increasingly treated not just as
a speculative bet but as part of broader
debates about monetary independence,
inflation, and digital finance. Some coun-
tries have embraced it; others have re-
stricted it heavily. Central banks, includ-
ing India's, are exploring their own digital

currencies partly in response.

Whether Bitcoin is a revolutionary finan-
cial asset or a speculative bubble remains
a matter of fierce disagreement. What's
clearis that it's no longer a fringe experi-
ment. At $85,000, it has the attention of
Wall Street, governments, and ordinary
savers alike. As always in crypto, the
question isn't only where the price goes
next, but how fast, and in which direc-
tion. This article is for information only
and is not financial advice.

Paramount Moves Closer to Warner Bros.
Takeover After Settling State and Union Lawsuits

(Our Staff Reporter)- Hollywood's biggest
corporate drama of recent years is near-
ing its final act. Paramount has moved
closer to taking over Warner Bros. after
settling lawsuits brought by state authori-
ties and entertainment unions, clearing
major obstacles on the path to a deal that
could reshape the global entertainment
industry.

The significance is hard to overstate.
Warner Bros. is one of the oldest and
most storied studios in the world, home
to franchises like Harry Potter, DC's su-
perheroes including Batman and Super-
man, and a vast library of classic films
and television, alongside the HBO brand.
Paramount, which itself merged with
Skydance under David Ellison, owns its
own legendary library, including Mission:
Impossible, Star Trek, and Top Gun. Com-
bined, they would form one of the most
powerful content companies ever as-
sembled.

The road here has been contentious. The
takeover battle drew multiple suitors, in-
cluding Netflix, and raised concerns
among regulators and workers. State au-

thorities worried about competition and
consumer impact. Entertainment unions,
representing writers, actors, and crew,
feared job losses, reduced bargaining
power, and fewer productions as the
merged company cut costs. Settling
these lawsuits suggests Paramount has
made commitments to address at least
some of these concerns, though the de-
tails will be closely scrutinised.

Why is consolidation happening? The
streaming wars have been brutal. Studios
spent billions building streaming platforms
to compete with Netflix, and many are
still struggling to make them consistently
profitable. Traditional cable television,
once areliable cash machine, continues
to decline. Scale has become the sur-
vival strategy: bigger libraries, more sub-
scribers, and more bargaining power with
advertisers and distributors.

For creative workers, the concern is real.
Mergers typically lead to layoffs and fewer
greenlit projects. When two studios be-
come one, there are fewer buyers for
scripts, fewer outlets for independent pro-
ducers, and less competition for talent.

For audiences, the picture is mixed. A
combined streaming service could offer
an enormous library in one place. But
less competition can also mean higher
subscription prices and less risk-taking
in what gets made.

There's a global angle too, including for
South Asian audiences and creators.
Hollywood studios have become increas-
ingly active in international markets, co-
producing films, acquiring regional con-
tent, and building local streaming librar-
ies. Amerged Paramount—Warner Bros.
would have significant influence over
which international stories reach global
audiences. For Indian and South Asian
filmmakers hoping to break into global
distribution, the strategies of such a gi-
ant will matter. The deal still has steps to
clear, and entertainment mergers are no-
toriously complex. But if it closes, it will
mark one of the biggest shifts in
Hollywood's structure in decades, and
possibly a sign of further consolidation to
come. The golden age of streaming be-
gan with abundance. It may be ending
with fewer, bigger players.
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Lara Dutta on the Invisible Burden of Alzheimer's
Care: "It's Exhausting Physically and Mentally,

(Our Staff Reporter)- When we think of
Alzheimer's disease, we usually think of
the person who is forgetting. We think
less often about the people who remem-
ber everything on their behalf. Former Miss
Universe and actor Lara Dutta has opened
up about her mother's iliness and the toll
it takes on the family, describing the ex-
perience as exhausting both physically
and mentally.

Her honesty matters, because caregiving
is one of the most invisible forms of labour
in the world.

Alzheimer's is the most common cause
of dementia, a group of conditions that
gradually erode memory, reasoning, and
the ability to manage daily life. The World
Health Organization estimates that more
than 55 million people worldwide live with
dementia, a number expected to rise
sharply as populations age. Behind
nearly every patient is at least one
caregiver, often a spouse or adult child,
most often a woman.

Caregiving for dementia is uniquely de-
manding. It isn't only about managing

medications and appointments. Itinvolves
helping someone bathe, eat, and dress;
managing confusion, agitation, and some-
times aggression; and guarding against
wandering or falls. As the disease
progresses, many patients need round-
the-clock supervision. Sleep becomes
scarce. Careers are put on hold.

Then there is the emotional weight.
Caregivers often describe a slow, continu-
ing grief, sometimes called anticipatory
or ambiguous grief, for a parent or part-
ner who is physically present but gradu-
ally becoming someone else. Being
unrecognised by one's own mother or fa-
ther is a pain that's difficult to explain to
anyone who hasn't experienced it.

In South Asian families, cultural expec-
tations can intensify the burden. Caring
for ageing parents at home is seen as a
duty, and there's often stigma attached
to seeking outside help or considering
professional care facilities. Families may
hesitate to talk openly about dementia at
all, dismissing early symptoms as nor-
mal ageing. Similar patterns existin many

cultures worldwide, from East Asia to
Latin America, where family obligation is
strong and formal support systems are
limited.

When a public figure like Lara Dutta
speaks candidly, it gives other families
permission to admit they are struggling.
That matters, because caregivers who
don't get support are at higher risk of de-
pression, anxiety, and physical illness
themselves. What helps? Early diagno-
sis allows families to plan and access

treatments that can manage symptoms. ! %"

Support groups, whether in person or

online, connect caregivers with others =

who understand. Respite care, even a few

hours a week, can prevent burnout. Shar-

ing responsibilities among siblings and
relatives, rather than leaving everything to
one person, makes an enormous differ-
ence. And caregivers need to hear, repeat-
edly, that looking after their own health
isn't selfish; it's essential. Alzheimer's
remains without a cure, though research
continues to advance. Until science de-
livers better answers, the dignity of pa-

tients depends heavily on the strength of
those caring for them. Lara Dutta's words
are areminder: when someone you love
is losing their memory, the caregiver de-
serves to be seen, too.

Ozempic, Wegovy and Zepbound Makers
Sued in the U.S. Over Sudden Blindness Risk

(Our Staff Reporter)- The drugs that trans-
formed the treatment of diabetes and obe-
sity are now facing a serious legal chal-
lenge. Dozens of patients in the United
States have filed lawsuits against the
makers of popular GLP-1 medications,
including Ozempic, Wegovy, and
Zepbound, alleging that the drugs caused
sudden vision loss. The lawsuits focus
on arare eye condition called non-arteritic
anterior ischemic optic neuropathy, or
NAION. It occurs when blood flow to the
optic nerve is reduced, causing sudden,
usually painless loss of vision, typically
in one eye. It can be permanent. Plain-
tiffs argue that drugmakers failed to ad-
equately warn patients about the risk.

Concerns about this link aren't new. Re-
search published in recent years sug-
gested a possible association between
semaglutide, the active ingredient in
Ozempic and Wegovy, and a higher risk
of NAION. In 2025, the European Medi-
cines Agency's safety committee con-
cluded that NAION is a very rare side ef-
fect of semaglutide and recommended
updating product information. Zepbound,
which contains tirzepatide, is a related
but different medicine, and the evidence
foritis less established. Regulators and
researchers continue to study the ques-

tion, and the manufacturers maintain that
their products are safe and effective when
used as directed. It's important to keep
perspective. NAION appears to be rare.
Some of the conditions GLP-1 drugs
treat, including diabetes, high blood pres-

sure, and sleep apnoea, are themselves
risk factors for NAION, which makes it
hard to untangle cause and effect. At the
same time, "rare" doesn't mean "insig-
nificant," especially when millions of
people worldwide are taking these medi-
cations. That scale is the heart of the
story. GLP-1 drugs have become a glo-
bal phenomenon. They are prescribed for
type 2 diabetes and obesity, and increas-
ingly sought for weight loss by people who
may not strictly need them. Demand has
at times outstripped supply, and cheaper
compounded or counterfeit versions have
circulated online. In India, where diabe-
tes affects tens of millions of people, the
arrival of these drugs and upcoming ge-
neric versions of semaglutide is expected
to dramatically expand access. The law-
suits add to earlier legal cases in the U.S.
alleging other side effects, such as se-

vere gastrointestinal problems. Together,
they reflect a broader truth: medicines
that deliver major benefits can also carry
risks that only emerge once millions of
people use them.What should patients
do? Doctors advise against stopping any
medication without medical guidance. Pa-
tients taking GLP-1 drugs should report
any sudden change in vision immediately
and seek urgent eye care. Those with ex-
isting eye disease or other risk factors
should discuss them with their doctors
before starting treatment. And anyone
considering these drugs purely for weight
loss should do so under proper medical
supervision, not through unverified online
sources. The courts will decide the legal
questions. Science will, over time, clarify
the medical ones. Until then, informed con-
versations between patients and doctors
remain the best protection.

ERDOGAN RAISES KASHMIR AT UNGA, CALLS FOR DIALOGUE

(Our Staff Reporter)- Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan again brought
Kashmir into his address to the United
Nations General Assembly on Tuesday,
calling for disputes in South Asia to be
addressed through dialogue and within
the framework of the UN Charter.

Speaking at the 81st UN General
Assembly in New York, Erdogan said
that “all disputes, including the Kashmir
issue,” should be addressed through
dialogue and relevant UN resolutions.
His remarks came in the presence of
Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
Erdogan has raised Kashmir at the UN
in previous years, although his position
has not been identical in every address.
He did not mention Jammu and Kashmir
during his 2024 UNGA speech but
returned to the subject subsequently.
India has consistently rejected third-
party mediation on Kashmir and
maintains that issues between India and

Pakistan should be addressed bilaterally.
The issue remains one of the most
sensitive disputes in South Asia.

India administers Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh, while Pakistan administers
territory it calls Azad Jammu and
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. Both
countries claim Kashmir in full and have
fought multiple wars and conflicts over
the region.

Erdogan's intervention therefore carries
diplomatic significance even though it
does not alter the positions of either India
or Pakistan.

Turkey's relationship with Pakistan has
also become closer in recent years,
while Ankara and New Delhi have had
differences over Turkey's statements on
Kashmir.

For India, the recurring concern is that
international references to Kashmir can
be interpreted as encouraging third-party
involvement in an issue New Delhi

regards as bilateral.

For Pakistan, international discussion
of Kashmir remains an important part of
its diplomatic strategy. The UN
framework Erdogan invoked adds
another layer because India and
Pakistan interpret the relevance of UN
resolutions differently, particularly in
light of the conditions attached to their
implementation. The latest remarks
therefore produced no immediate change
in the dispute. But they demonstrate
once again how Kashmir remains a
subject that reaches far beyond the
Indian subcontinent. At the UN, where
virtually every major international dispute
eventually acquires a diplomatic
audience, Kashmir continues to be part
of the conversation. The question
remains whether that international
attention can contribute to dialogue—or
simply reinforce the already sharply
divided positions of India and Pakistan.
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INDIA'S FUEL SHIELD IS STARTING TO COST ELSEWHERE

India has managed
something politically valuable—
and economically difficult:
keeping petrol and diesel prices
largely insulated from the latest
global oil shock. But the
protection is not free. With the
Reserve Bank of India’s

Monetary Policy Committee
scheduled to meet October 5-
7, the pressure is increasingly
appearing elsewhere in the

economy. August consumer
inflation rose to 4.82%, up from
4.45% in July, while food inflation
climbed to 5.95%. The
combination of higher energy
costs and broader price
pressures has put the RBI's next
policy decision firmly under
scrutiny. (The Indian Express)
The immediate political attraction
of stable fuel prices is obvious.
Petrol and diesel affect virtually
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everything: commuting,
trucking, agriculture,
manufacturing, logistics and food
distribution. Passing the full
increase in crude prices directly
to consumers could quickly
become an inflationary shock.
Instead, the pressure is being
absorbed through other
channels. India imports the
overwhelming majority of the
crude oil it consumes. When

international crude becomes
more expensive, the country's
import bill rises. That can put
pressure on the current account,
the rupee and government
finances while increasing costs
for businesses. The problem
becomes more complicated
when companies cannot
immediately pass those costs to
customers. Transport operators
pay more for fuel. Manufacturers
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face higher logistics costs.
Airlines face higher fuel bills.
Food distributors confront higher
transportation expenses. The
consumer may not see a
dramatic petrol-price increase at
the pump—nbut can encounter
the oil shock indirectly through
more expensive goods and
services. That is why the RBI's
October meeting matters. The
central bank has to determine
whether the inflationary pressure
is temporary or becoming
embedded. Raising interest
rates can restrain demand and
inflation, but it also makes
borrowing more expensive for

" households and businesses.

Keeping rates lower can support

' economic activity, but risks
| allowing inflationary pressures to

become more persistent. India
is therefore facing a familiar
central-bank dilemma with an
unfamiliar twist: the shock is
coming largely from outside the
economy. The country cannot
control international crude
prices. It can control how much
of the shock reaches Indian
households—and how quickly.
For now, the strategy has
provided consumers with a
degree of protection. But
economics has a way of
sending the bill somewhere
else. The petrol station may
look calm. The wider
economy is where the
turbulence is appearing.
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TRUMP ADMINISTRATION CANCELS OBAMACARE
COVERAGE FOR 760,000 OVER FRAUD CLAIMS

The Trump administration is
cancelling Affordable Care Act
marketplace enrollments
covering more than 760,000
people as part of a major
crackdown on what officials
describe as fraud and
unauthorised enrollment.

The Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services said Tuesday
that it had cancelled
approximately 315,000
unauthorised enrollments
involving more than 760,000
individuals. CMS estimates the
action will prevent about $2.2
billion in taxpayer-funded
subsidies from being improperly
paid. The administration's anti-
fraud effort is being coordinated
through a federal task force
involving CMS and the
Department of Health and Human
Services. The government says
the investigation uncovered
cases in which people were
enrolled in ACA plans without
proper authorisation or in
circumstances that did not meet
program requirements. Officials
are also reviewing approximately
419,000 additional enrollees
whose eligibility is being
questioned. The scale of the
action makes it significant for the
U.S. healthcare system. The
Affordable Care Act marketplace
provides insurance to millions of
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Americans who do not receive
coverage through an employer or
government programme such as
Medicare or Medicaid. Subsidies
can substantially reduce the
premiums paid by eligible
households.

The administration says
protecting those subsidies from
fraud is necessary to preserve
the integrity of the programme
and protect taxpayers.

But the practical question for

affected consumers is
immediate: what happens if an
enrolment is cancelled

incorrectly?

The government's action

therefore places considerable
importance on

verification
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procedures and the ability of
people to establish their eligibility.
The administration has made
healthcare fraud a major target.
Vice President JD Vance and
CMS Administrator Mehmet Oz
have been involved in the broader
anti-fraud initiative. The policy
comes at a politically sensitive
moment for the ACA, with
healthcare affordability remaining
a major concern for American
households.

There is an important distinction
between identifying fraudulent
enrollments and establishing that
every individual affected by a
mass cancellation was
personally involved in fraud.
The administration says the

cancelled enrollments were
unauthorised. The scale of the
action means the implementation
process—and how legitimate
consumers are protected from
erroneous cancellations—will be
closely watched. For taxpayers,
the administration is presenting
the move as a savings measure.
For affected households, it is a
potentially disruptive insurance
decision. And for the ACA
marketplace itself, it represents
one of the largest recent tests of
how aggressively the federal
government can pursue
programme integrity while
maintaining access for people
who legitimately qualify for
coverage.
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SRI LANKAN COURT CONVICTS 15 OVER
2019 EASTER SUNDAY BOMBINGS

A Sri Lankan High Court has convicted 15 men over their involvement in the 2019 Easter Sunday
bombings, delivering a major verdict in one of the country s most devastating terrorist attacks.

(Our Staff Reporter)- The three-judge
Trial-at-Bar found 14 defendants guilty on
all charges, including murder and con-
spiracy to commit terrorism. A 15th de-
fendant was convicted on some charges.
Nine others were acquitted. (Al Jazeera)
The attacks on April 21, 2019, targeted
three churches and three luxury hotels in
coordinated suicide bombings.

The attacks killed about 270 people ac-
cording to long-standing official and court-
related reporting, although some later tal-
lies have placed the death toll at 279.
More than 500 people were injured. The
bombings were the deadliest terrorist at-
tacks in Sri Lanka since the end of the
country's civil war in 2009.

Among those convicted is Naufer Moulavi,
whom prosecutors described as a princi-
pal organiser of the suicide attacks. The
defendants had denied involvement.

The court proceedings have been exten-
sive. Prosecutors filed more than 23,000
charges against the accused under Sri
Lanka's terrorism laws, making the case
one of the country's largest and most

‘\7 _

complicated terrorism prosecutions.

The attacks were carried out by mem-
bers of the local Islamist militant groups
National Thowheeth Jama'ath and
Jammiyathul Millathu Ibrahim, according
to investigations into the bombings.

But the legal aftermath has involved a
question beyond the perpetrators them-
selves: whether authorities could have

- prevented the attacks.

A parliamentary investigation previously
found that intelligence warnings had been
received before the bombings and that fail-
ures by security and intelligence officials
contributed to the tragedy. That question
has remained politically and legally im-
portant in Sri Lanka.

The conviction of the 15 defendants es-

tablishes judicial findings concerning
those individuals' roles in the attack case.
It does not, however, close the broader
debate about institutional failures preced-
ing the bombings.

The court was expected to proceed to
sentencing after delivering the verdict.
For families who lost relatives, the deci-
sion represents a significant stage in a
legal process that has lasted more than
seven years.

For SriLanka, the case is also a reminder
of the enormous security and political con-
sequences of the Easter attacks.

The bombings transformed the country's
security environment, damaged its vital
tourism industry and left hundreds of fami-
lies dealing with loss and trauma.

The verdict cannot undo that morning.
But it establishes, through a judicial pro-
cess, accountability for a group of those
accused of helping bring the attacks
about. The larger question—why the
warnings failed to prevent the massacre—
remains part of Sri Lanka's unfinished
Easter Sunday story.

TELEVISION IS NOT DEAD. IT HAS JUST STOPPED BEING ONE THING

For more than a decade, television has
repeatedly been declared dead.
First came cable cutting. Then
smartphones. Then Netflix.
Then YouTube. Then streaming. Then
connected television. Each technologi-
cal revolution was supposed to deliver
the final blow. And yet the television
screen remains. The mistake may have
been in defining television too narrowly.
What is disappearing is not necessar-
ily television itself. It is the old business
model in which television meant sitting
at a fixed hour in front of a particular
channel and watching whatever the
broadcaster decided to show. That
model is undeniably under pressure.
In the first quarter of 2026,
streaming reportedly accounted for 77%

of total TV viewing time in industry data
cited by Indian Television, while linear
television viewing declined 17% year-on-
year.

Connected television allows ad-
vertisers to target audiences differently
from traditional broadcast. During ma-
jor sporting events, streaming platforms
can offer brands a broader range of au-
dience and advertising opportunities
even while traditional television retains
enormous reach. But that does not
mean traditional television suddenly
becomes worthless. Live events remain
powerful. News remains power-
ful. Sports remains powerful. National
events remain powerful. And millions of
households still consume television
through a mixture of broadcast chan-

nels, cable, satellite, smart TVs and
streaming applications. The future is
therefore not “television versus stream-
ing.” It is television becoming stream-
ing. The screen remains. The distribu-
tion system changes. Consider the tele-
vision set itself. A modern smart televi-
sion can receive broadcast channels,
cable, YouTube, Netflix, sports stream-
ing, social video and gaming. The viewer
does not necessarily care how the sig-
nal arrived. To the viewer, it is all televi-
sion. The industry has been slower to
accept this than consumers. For broad-
casters, the shift is uncomfortable be-
cause the old economics were beauti-
fully simple. One channel aggregated
millions of viewers. Advertisers bought
access to that mass audience. Digital

media shattered that model. Audiences
fragmented. But fragmentation created
something else: precision. A broad-
caster once knew that millions were
watching. A digital platform can increas-
ingly know what millions are watching,
when they are watching, how long they
remain and what they watch next.
That data changes advertising.
It also changes programming. The old
television executive asked: “How many
people will watch this at 9 p.m.?” The
new media executive asks: “Who will
watch this, on which device, at what
time, and what will they watch after-
ward?” That is a completely different
business. Television's next era may
therefore be less about channels and
more about content brands. A success-
ful news organisation may distribute its
reporting through television, YouTube,
an app, social media and connected-
TV platforms simultaneously. A sports
broadcaster may sell the same event
through cable, satellite and streaming.
A film studio may release across the-
atrical, television and digital windows.
The boundaries are disappearing.
There is one danger in declaring televi-
sion dead: it can cause the industry to
abandon what television still does ex-
ceptionally well. Live mass audiences
remain valuable. Trust remains valuable.
Production expertise remains valuable.
Professional journalism remains valu-
able.
The screen is not dying. The audience
is simply taking control of it. For de-
cades, television told people when to
watch. Now people tell television when
they are available. That is not the death
of television. It is television becoming
something much larger. The remote con-
trol did not disappear. It simply acquired
an internet connection.
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WHITE HOUSE BARS CNN, MS NOW AND
POLITICO AS MEDIA OUTLETS FIGHT BACK

(Our Staff Reporter)- The White House
has barred journalists from CNN, MS
NOW and Politico from its grounds, trig-
gering a constitutional fight over presi-
dential control of press access.

President Donald Trump announced the
restrictions on September 18, accusing
the three organisations of publishing what
he called “fake news.” Reporters from
the outlets were subsequently denied

entry and had their White House hard
passes deactivated.

The three organisations responded with
a lawsuit filed in federal court in Wash-
ington, arguing that the administration's
action violated First Amendment protec-
tions and due-process rights.

The case is moving quickly. A federal
judge has scheduled a hearing on their
request for a temporary restraining or-

der. (Reuters)

The dispute is about more than three
news organisations.

The White House has considerable con-
trol over access to the president, par-
ticularly in spaces with limited capacity.
But legal experts cited by Reuters say
the government cannot ordinarily condi-
tion press access on whether journal-
ists produce favourable coverage once

Pakistan's Partner Turkey Buys Record
Diesel From India. What's Fuelling the Shift?

(Our Staff Reporter)- Geopolitics and
energy markets don't always move in the
same direction. Turkey, one of Pakistan's
closest strategic partners and a country
whose relations with India have been
tense, imported a record volume of diesel
from India in August 2026, its highest level
from New Delhi in years. The reason is
simple: in energy, supply often outweighs
sentiment. Turkey's fuel needs are large,
and its sources are under pressure.
Russian supplies, which Turkey relied on
heavily in recent years, have fallen.
Routes from the Middle East face
disruption.

With traditional suppliers
constrained, Turkish buyers have turned
to one of the world's largest refining hubs:
India. India's rise as a fuel exporter is one
of the quieter success stories of the
global energy market. The country has
built enormous refining capacity, including
some of the largest refinery complexes
in the world. It imports crude oil, refines
it, and sells products such as diesel and

jet fuel to markets across Europe, Africa,
and Asia. Refined products have become
among India's most valuable exports.
The political backdrop makes
this trade notable. Turkey has
consistently supported Pakistan
diplomatically, and relations with India
soured further after Turkey's stance during
the India—Pakistan hostilities of 2025.
That episode prompted calls in India to
boycott Turkish tourism and goods, and
some commercial ties were disrupted.
Yet here, a year later, Turkish importers
are buying record volumes of Indian fuel.
It's a reminder of how global trade actually
works. Governments may trade barbs, but
refiners and importers follow prices,
availability, and logistics. When
a country needs diesel to keep trucks,
farms, and factories running, it buys
where it can get reliable supply at
competitive prices. For India, the trend
brings several advantages. It strengthens
export revenue, deepens India's position
as a dependable supplier in turbulent

times, and gives New Delhi quiet
leverage. Being indispensable to another
economy, even arival's ally, is a form of
influence. There are also risks. Energy
markets can reverse quickly if Russian
supplies return, if Middle Eastern routes
stabilise, or if sanctions and regulations
shift. India's refiners also face scrutiny
from Western governments over the
sourcing of crude, particularly regarding
Russian oil, which could complicate trade
in some markets. The broader lesson
extends beyond India and Turkey. The global
energy map has been redrawn repeatedly
since 2022, when the war in Ukraine
disrupted long-standing supply relationships.
Countries that can refine, store, and ship
fuel flexibly have gained importance. India,
with its refining capacity and strategic
location, is one of the biggest beneficiaries.
In diplomacy, Turkey and India may remain
on opposite sides of several issues. In
commerce, at least for now, they have found
common ground: tankers of diesel crossing
the Arabian Sea.

access to the space has been opened
to the press.

That distinction is likely to become cen-
tral to the court fight. The administration
says the affected organisations can con-
tinue reporting from outside the White
House. Trump has defended the restric-
tions as a response to reporting he con-
siders false.

The media organisations argue that the
government should not decide which
journalists receive access based on dis-
agreement with their reporting. The im-
mediate practical effect has also been
unusual.

The banned outlets have continued cov-
ering the president from other locations.
On Tuesday, their reporters covered
Trump's appearance at the United Na-
tions using UN-issued media creden-
tials. The controversy has also affected
the White House television press pool.
CNN is a member of the pool, and the
dispute has prompted other broadcast-
ers to reconsider participation in pool
coverage.

Trump said Tuesday that he would “prob-
ably” allow the three organisations back
if a court ruled against his ban. (Jerusa-
lem Post) That leaves the question in the
hands of the courts. The case could be-
come another important test of the
boundary between presidential control
over White House access and the con-
stitutional protections afforded to jour-
nalists covering the executive branch.
For now, the cameras remain outside the
gates. The legal argument is moving in-
side the courtroom.

WHOEVER WINS IN COURT, TATA HAS
ALREADY LOST SOMETHING

The Tata name has long carried an
unusual form of corporate credibility
in India. It represented continuity. It
represented institutional restraint.
And above all, it represented the
idea that a business empire could
be enormous without becoming
consumed by public family warfare.
The current Tata Sons dispute has
put that reputation under unusual
pressure. At the centre is an
apparently technical question
involving Article 121 of the Tata Sons
Articles of Association and the
reappointment of N. Chandrasekaran
as chairman. On September 17, the
Tata Sons board approved
Chandrasekaran's reappointment for
another five years. Tata Trusts
subsequently challenged the
validity of the decision, arguing that
the required affirmative support from
its nominee directors had not been
obtained. Tata Sons disputes that
interpretation.

The extraordinary part is
how much power can be packed into
a single sentence of a company's
constitutional document. Article 121
requires not merely an overall board

majority but also an affirmative vote
from a majority of Tata Trusts-
nominated directors for specified
matters. There are currently two
such nominees, Noel Tata and Venu
Srinivasan. One supported the
resolution; the other did not. That
is where the legal puzzle begins.
Does “majority” among two directors
effectively require both? Or does the
overall board majority, combined
with one affirmative Trust nominee,
satisfy the provision? The lawyers
will argue. The courts, if required,
will decide. But the larger issue is
not mathematical. It is
philosophical.

Who ultimately controls Tata
Sons?

The Trusts, which collectively own
about 66% of Tata Sons, regard
their special voting rights as an
important part of the governance
structure. The Tata Sons board has
emphasised the authority of the
company and its directors. This is
not merely a disagreement over one
chairman.

It is a dispute over the architecture
of power. The irony is that the Tata-

Mistry controversy of the previous
decade already produced a
landmark Supreme Court judgment
examining these very governance
provisions. The 2021 ruling upheld
Tata Trusts' special affirmative
voting rights, which have now
returned to the centre of the
argument. There is another
complication. Tata Sons is not an
ordinary company. It sits at the
centre of a vast corporate
ecosystem whose reputation is
itself an economic asset. Customers
do not buy Tata products only
because of price. Employees do not
join Tata companies only because
of salaries. Investors do not study
Tata businesses only because of
quarterly earnings. The Tata identity
matters. That makes an internal
governance battle unusually
consequential. Even if one side
ultimately prevails gally, the dispute
has exposed a structural tension
that will not disappear simply
because a court interprets Article
121. The question of ownership,
control, board authority and the
Trusts' role will remain. So will the

issue of whether Tata Sons should
eventually be listed.

And the Shapoorji Pallonji Group's
financial position adds another
dimension: the group owns 18.4%
of Tata Sons and has proposed a
stake sale valued at about $2.6
billion to address debt pressures. All
of this means Tata is confronting
something more difficult than a
courtroom argument.

It is confronting the visibility
of its own internal machinery. For
decades, the Tata system appeared
almost effortless from outside.
Now the gears are visible. That does
not make Tata unique. Every great
business eventually confronts
questions of succession, control
and governance. But Tata's
reputation was built partly on the
belief that it handled those
qguestions differently.

That is what has already been lost.
Not the company.

Not the empire. Not even necessarily
the outcome of the legal dispute.
Something more intangible:

the illusion that the Tata house was
above ordinary corporate combat.
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SAUDI ARABIA'S YEMEN NIGHTMARE HAS COME BACK TO HAUNT IT

SaudiArabia entered Yemen in 2015 with
a military coalition and a clear strategic
objective: prevent the Houthi movement
from consolidating control over its south-
ern neighbour and threatening Saudi se-
curity. More than a decade later, the y
has changed—but the problem has not
disappeared. It has returned in a more
complicated form. Houthi forces have re-
cently advanced along Yemen's Red Sea
coast, while attacks and drone threats
against Saudi territory have intensified.
Reuters reported that Saudi Arabia re-
cently intercepted a Houthi drone south
of Mecca and that the Houthis had
claimed responsibility for other attacks
against Saudi territory. The strategic
stakes are enormous.

Yemen sits beside the Bab el-Mandeb,
one of the world's critical maritime
chokepoints.

The waterway connects the Red Sea with
the Gulf of Aden and provides a major route
between Europe and Asia. Any sustained
disruption affects shipping, energy mar-
kets and the economics of global trade.
Saudi Arabia therefore has two problems.
One is Yemen itself.

The other is what Yemen can do to the
regional economy.

Recent fighting has already created a
humanitarian catastrophe. UN officials
say more than 130,000 people have been
displaced in September alone, while the
World Food Programme has warned that
more than 18 million Yemenis face se-
vere food insecurity.

That is the human cost of a conflict that
has never produced a clean military solu-
tion.

Saudi Arabia has increasingly sought to
stabilise its southern border rather than
remain trapped in an open-ended war. But
the recent Houthi advance shows how
difficult that objective is.

The most striking development is the
changing role of the United States.
Saudi Arabia has sought American as-
sistance as the threat has intensified.

Washington has provided intelligence and
targeting assistance, but President Trump
has not authorised direct U.S. strikes
against py ;
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ality it has faced before: external secu-

rity guarantees have limits.

The problem is compounded by the re-
gional conflict involving Iran.

The Houthis are aligned with Iran, and their
activities have become increasingly con-
nected to the broader confrontation involv-
ing Tehran, Saudi Arabia and the United
States.

But reducing Yemen to an Iranian proxy
war would also miss the local dimensions
of the conflict.

Yemen has its own political divisions,
tribal structures, economic grievances
and competing centres of power.

That is why military superiority alone has
repeatedly failed to produce lasting sta-
bility. Saudi Arabia's current challenge is
therefore not simply defeating the Houthis.
It is preventing Yemen from becoming a
permanent security threat. That requires
more than air defence. It requires diplo-
macy, border security, economic engage-
ment and a political settlement that pro-
duces a functioning Yemeni state. There
is another lesson here for Riyadh. Mili-
tary intervention can change the battle-
field much faster than it can change the
political structure underneath it. The

Xi Makes His Taiwan
‘Independence’ Move

Third, the economic stakes are stag-
gering. Taiwan manufactures the vast
majority of the world’s most advanced
semiconductors, the chips that power
the artificial intelligence boom that Mr.
Trump’s dinner guests are racing to
lead. A crisis in the Strait would do to
the technology economy what the clo-
sure of Hormuz has done to energy,
only faster and deeper.

Fourth, allies are watching. Japan,
South Korea, the Philippines, Austra-
lia and India all calibrate their own
China policies against what Washing-
ton says and does. If America can re-
define its Taiwan policy in a toast at a
state dinner, every security commit-
ment it has made in Asia becomes a
little less credible, and every capital
hedges a little harder toward Beijing.
What the summit actually delivered
For all the ceremony, the substance
was thin. Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent said the two sides extended
their trade truce by two months to give
negotiators more time, a sign of how
much remains unresolved. Mr. Xi called
for military-to-military communication
to avoid the “Thucydides Trap,” the his-
torical pattern in which a rising power
and an established one stumble into
war. He urged Washington back to

talks with Iran. He offered to host
100,000 American students over five
years, and promised two pandas, Ping
Ping and Fu Shuang, to Zoo Atlanta.
These are welcome gestures. Stable
channels between the world’s two larg-
est economies are good for everyone,
and nobody should cheer for a new
Cold War. But gestures are cheap, and
the price Mr. Xi named for deeper
friendship is not.

The right answer

Mr. Trump prizes deals, and there is a
deal to be had with China on tariffs,
fentanyl, farm purchases, flights, rare
earths and the guardrails around arti-
ficial intelligence. None of it requires
changing a word of America’s Taiwan
policy. He should say so plainly, and
his administration should put it in writ-
ing: the United States does not sup-
port Taiwan independence, opposes
unilateral changes to the status quo
by anyone, and will continue to meet
its obligations under the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act. Then he should release the
arms package that has sat in abey-
ance since spring.

Clarity is not provocation. It is what
keeps a status quo stable. Mr. Xi made
his move on Thursday. The best reply
is to leave the board exactly as it is.

e

Saudi-led intervention demonstrated the
limits of trying to impose a decisive out-
come on a fragmented country. Now the
con-

threat-

B N "8 ened
cities, energy infrastructure and shipping
routes. Saudi authorities have described

the safety of Mecca as a red line, par-
ticularly after the interception of a drone
south of the holy city.

On September 22, Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
Egypt and Pakistan issued a joint state-
ment affirming Riyadh's right to defend
itself while also stressing navigation se-
curity and diplomacy as the sustainable
path forward. That combination—defence
plus diplomacy—may define the next
phase. The question is whether diplo-
macy can move faster than the battlefield.
For Saudi Arabia, Yemen was once a war
it entered to secure its border. It has be-
come a reminder that borders cannot al-
ways be secured by military power alone.
The longer Yemen remains unstable, the
greater the danger that the conflict be-
comes permanently regional. And that
would make Yemen's nightmare not
merely Saudi Arabia's problem. It would
become everyone's.

The Trump-Xi Summit, And India’s
Many Worries Of Its Own

Which brings us to the double standard
on Russian oil. In August 2025, Wash-
ington slapped a punitive 25% tariff on
Indian goods for buying Russian crude,
even though China buys far more. That
penalty was lifted in February as part of
an interim trade deal, but the House is
now weighing a bill that would authorize
100% tariffs on countries buying Russian
energy. India cannot threaten America's
supply of anything critical. China can.
That asymmetry will shape how any such
law is applied.

The Quad's long silence

Then there is strategy. The Quad, the
partnership of the United States, India,
Japan and Australia that was meant to
anchor a free and open Indo-Pacific, has
not held a leaders' summit since Sep-
tember 2024 in Wilmington, Delaware.
India holds the chair and has been ready
to host. The summit has not happened,
and officials in New Delhi say quietly that
the Trump administration has lost inter-
est.

It is hard to overstate how that looks from
India. The American president has now
met China's leader twice in five months,
with state visits in both capitals. He has
not found a date for the Quad. If Wash-
ington and Beijing decide to manage Asia
between themselves, India risks becom-
ing a subject of their conversations rather
than a participant in them.

The same risk exists in technology. If the
two Al superpowers settle the rules of
artificial intelligence bilaterally, India's role
could shrink to adopting standards writ-
ten elsewhere, despite its enormous pool
of engineers and its world-class digital
public infrastructure.

And India's mostimmediate security wor-
ries are untouched by any of this. China
remains Pakistan's principal arms sup-
plier and diplomatic shield. The border in
Ladakh remains militarized. A friendlier
Washington-Beijing relationship does
nothing to ease those pressures, and
may reduce American appetite to help
India manage them.

What India should do

The answer is not to lament a thaw India
cannot stop, nor to rush into Beijing's
arms. It is to build weight that matters
regardless of who is getting along with
whom.

That means turning the trade agreements
with the European Union and New
Zealand into real export growth, and
closing the long-promised bilateral deal
with the United States. It means invest-
ing seriously in critical-mineral process-
ing and semiconductor manufacturing, so
that India has something the world can-
not easily replace. It means pushing to
revive the Quad, even at the ministerial
and working level, where cooperation on
maritime security, technology and disas-
ter response still delivers. And it means
using forums like the UN, the G20 and
BRICS to insist that the rules of the com-
ing era, from trade to Al, are written with
India at the table.

India spent the last decade benefiting,
somewhat passively, from American-Chi-
nese rivalry. That era may be ending. The
next one will reward countries with their
own economic, technological and mili-
tary weight. Coexistence between Wash-
ington and Beijing is a relief for the world.
For India, it should also be a wake-up
call.
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‘BLACKMAIL DIPLOMACY?

INDIA CANNOT BECOME A PAWN IN THE U.S.-RUSSIA CONFRONTATION

There is a legitimate argument that pow-
erful countries sometimes use economic
pressure to change the behaviour of other
governments.There is also a legitimate
argument that countries facing such pres-
sure are entitled to protect their own eco-
nomic and strategic interests. The cur-
rent U.S.-India dispute over Russian oil
sits squarely between those two prin-
ciples. The U.S. House of Representa-
tives has passed legislation authorising
tariffs of up to 100% on countries that
purchase significant quantities of Rus-
sian energy. India, one of Russia's larg-
est oil customers, could be exposed to
the measure if it becomes law and is
applied.

Washington's stated objective is
straightforward: reduce Russia's ability
to finance its war against Ukraine. New
Delhi's position is also straightforward:
energy purchases are part of managing
the requirements of a population of
roughly 1.4 billion people and maintain-
ing diversified supplies.

Calling the policy “blackmail”
turns a complicated geopolitical dispute
into a slogan. The more interesting ques-
tion is whether economic coercion can

achieve the intended strategic result
without creating significant costs for the
country applying it.

That question is not theoretical.
India's Russian oil imports have already
declined. Reuters reported that imports
fell 16.5% in August to approximately 2.1
million barrels per day, with preliminary
September data pointing toward another
decline. Indian refiners have increasingly
turned toward alternative suppliers. That
suggests pressure can change
behaviour.

But it does not settle the larger argument.
India has historically maintained relation-
ships with Russia while simultaneously
expanding strategic cooperation with the
United States, Europe, Japan and other
partners. Its foreign policy has often
sought room to manoeuvre rather than
formal alignment with any single bloc.
Washington's pressure tests that strat-
egy.

So does Moscow's expectation that In-
dia will continue buying Russian energy.
New Delhi is therefore not simply choos-
ing between America and Russia. It is try-
ing to preserve decision-making space in
aworld in which the major powers increas-

ingly expect partners to take sides.
There is also an economic paradox.

If restrictions sharply reduce Russian oll
supplies without replacing them with suf-
ficient alternative production, global prices
canrise. That could increase Russia's rev-
enue per barrel even while reducing its
export volume.

That is one reason sanctions policy is
difficult.

The objective is to reduce an
adversary's income  without
destabilising the global market that
supplies everyone else.

India also has legitimate grounds for ask-
ing whether similar standards are applied
consistently across countries and
whether exemptions or waivers are being
used elsewhere. Those questions should
be answered with documented evidence,
not rhetoric.

The bigger issue is sovereignty.

A partnership between India and the
United States cannot mean that India au-
tomatically adopts every American posi-
tion on Russia, Iran or China. Nor can
India's long relationship with Russia
mean that Moscow receives an automatic
veto over Indian foreign policy. A mature

strategic relationship must permit dis-
agreement. That is particularly important
because India and the United States have
substantial interests in common: technol-
ogy, defence cooperation, trade, supply
chains, maritime security and Indo-Pa-
cific stability. Those interests should not
be reduced to a single dispute over oil.
The current confrontation therefore pre-
sents a test for both capitals.
Washington has to decide how much
economic pressure it can impose with-
out damaging broader cooperation.

New Delhi has to decide how much stra-
tegic autonomy it can preserve while
maintaining access to Western markets
and technology.

Neither question has a simple answer.
But one principle is clear: India is not
merely a piece on someone else's geo-
political chessboard.

It is @ major country with its own energy
requirements, security interests and dip-
lomatic calculations. The real measure
of Indian strategic autonomy will not be
whether New Delhi agrees with Washing-
ton or Moscow. It will be whether New
Delhi can disagree with either when its
national interests require it.

KATRINA KAIF-AND THE VERY INDIAN
PROBLEM OF TOO MUCH ‘AUDACITY’

There is something almost extraordinary about
the confidence of an internet troll. A person sitting
behind a screen, knowing almost nothing about
another human being, can suddenly behave as
though they have been appointed that person's

judge, critic and supervisor.

Katrina Kaif recently became the latest target.

After her appearance at a Ganesh Chaturthi
celebration, social-media users commented on
changes in her appearance and weight following
the birth of her son in November 2025. The
comments became sufficiently widespread that
other public figures, including Ali Zafar and
Salman Khan, spoke out against the body-
shaming. One influencer later apologised for
remarks directed at her. The remarkable thing is

not that people have opinions.
Everybody has opinions.

The remarkable thing is the expectation that the

target should care.

Why should Katrina Kaif care what an
anonymous stranger thinks about her body?

Why should any celebrity?

And why do millions of people participate in the
strange social-media ritual of examining
photographs of a woman and discussing whether
her body meets an imaginary public standard?

India has always had a complicated relationship

with celebrity.

We make stars into gods and then enjoy pulling
them back down. But social media has changed
the scale. Earlier, a cruel remark might be made
at a party or in a newspaper office. Today it can
be delivered directly into the subject's digital life
and repeated thousands of times. There is another
contradiction here. Indian society frequently
celebrates motherhood while simultaneously
demanding that women return to a particular
physical appearance almost immediately
afterward. Men are allowed to age. They gain
weight. They lose hair. Their grey hair is
sometimes described as distinguished. Women

are often treated differently.

Katrina's

become less

to be heard.

experience
contradiction. She has spoken publicly about
changing beauty standards and about shifting her
own focus toward health and feeling well rather
than simply appearance. That is the part worth
noticing. The internet keeps asking celebrities to
perform perfection. Real life keeps refusing. A
woman becomes a mother. Her body changes.
Her priorities change. Her face changes with age.
Her career changes. Her definition of beauty
changes. None of these developments require
public approval. The phrase “celebrity” has
apparently confused some people into thinking it
means “public property.” It does not. Being
famous means being visible. It does not mean
surrendering basic dignity. There is also a lesson
for the audience. Every click rewards something.
Every insulting comment creates engagement.
Every outrageous remark gets amplified. Every
celebrity pile-on produces more traffic for the
platforms distributing it. Trolling survives partly
because it works. The cure therefore cannot be
celebrity outrage alone. It requires audiences to
interested
entertainment. That may be harder than it sounds.
India has enormous social-media energy. It can
mobilise support, expose wrongdoing and create
genuine community. But the same machinery can
turn somebody's appearance, marriage,
parenting, religion, accent or career into a public
referendum. The answer is not that people should
stop having opinions. The answer is learning the
difference between an opinion and an entitlement.
You are entitled to think Katrina Kaif looks
different. You are not entitled to demand that she
change because you dislike it. That distinction
is not complicated. It is simply one of basic
manners. Perhaps the most revealing thing about
the Katrina episode is therefore not what
strangers said about her. It is what their behaviour
says about us. The internet has given everyone a
microphone. It has not given everyone the right

illustrates that

in cruelty as
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"Annihilate” or Deal: Trump Uses UN

Donald Trump went to the General
Assembly on Tuesday less to engage in
diplomacy than to describe how he sees
American power, with the Iran war at the
center.

In a roughly 37-minute speech at the
opening of the General Assembly's 81st
session, the president covered war, oil,
the Arctic, artificial intelligence and the
failings, as he sees them, of the institution
hosting him.

Iran: two options

Most of the speech was about Tehran.
Trump called Iran "the number one
sponsor of terror" and argued that his
administration had confronted a threat that
earlier leaders, in the US and abroad, had
failed to address.

He presented the war's next phase as a
decision only he could make. He asked
world leaders, "Do | drive them into hell
with no chance of survival and no hope of

future greatness or generations?" The
alternative he described was a deal that
would let Iran rebuild.

He also offered a timetable. Trump
predicted a deal would come after the
November midterm elections, saying Iran
was waiting to see how he performed. He
urged countries to support the complete
economic isolation of Iran until it stopped
attacking commercial shipping and
backing terrorism.

Leaders from energy-importing countries
were listening for what he said about oil.
Trump said that once the war ends, prices
will come "way down," because oil is the
big thing. For now, markets remain
unsettled by threats to oil infrastructure
and shipping lanes, even though
commercial traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz has improved. Qatar, which has
acted as a mediator, said it was trying to
overcome a "deep deficit of trust" between
Washington and Tehran.

"Eight wars"

Trump again presented himself as a
peacemaker, raising last year's count. He
said it had been his honor to "settle eight
wars", several of them long-running. He
listed disputes involving Cambodia and
Thailand, Kosovo and Serbia, the DRC
and Rwanda, Pakistan and India, Armenia
and Azerbaijan, and the war in Gaza.
Including Pakistan and India on the list

% will again draw attention in South Asia.

New Delhi has consistently maintained
that the May 2025 ceasefire was reached
bilaterally, without outside mediation.
On Ukraine, Trump said efforts to end the
war were continuing, telling the hall it was
time to stop the killing. The UN audience
would have noted the contrast: an
American president calling for peace in
Europe while openly considering
annihilation in the Middle East.
Greenland

The most concrete announcement
concerned the Arctic. Trump called
Greenland the "northern frontier of North
America." Under the deal, the US, which
already has a military presence there, can
add new "defense areas." He said the
pact gives Washington "the complete
ability to do what is necessary to defend
the American continent" and Europe.
Trump, Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen and Greenland Prime
Minister Jens-Frederik Nielsen held a
trilateral signing ceremony on the
sidelines of the Assembly. It followed a
year in which disputes over Greenland,
trade, defense spending and Trump's
push for NATO help in the Iran war often

put him at odds with Canada and
European states.

From Al to "superintelligence”

In one of the less expected parts of the
speech, Trump proposed renaming a
technology. He argued that Al should be
called "superintelligence," saying the
word "artificial" makes intelligence sound
fake. His summary was blunt: "Whoever
wins superintelligence wins." He repeated
his view that the US Al industry should
keep growing quickly with few restraints.
The Americas and the UN

Trump also focused on the Western
Hemisphere. He described a US military
operation in Venezuela that led to the
arrest of President Nicolas Maduro, and
announced a major oil agreement
between the two countries. He called
Cuba an "absolutely failed state."

He also criticized the body he was
addressing. He called the International
Criminal Court an institution "full of evil
people,” urged nations to leave it, accused
the Human Rights Council of focusing too
much on the US, and criticized UNESCO
and the International Maritime
Organization.

What the world heard

For the 193 member states, the message
was clear even where it contradicted itself:
Washington intends to act alone when it
chooses, bargain when it suits, and treat
multilateral institutions as optional. For
South Asia, the practical questions are il
prices, the India—Pakistan peace claim, and
whether a deal with Tehran really arrives
"right after" November, with every energy
importer affected either way.

"Don't Punish India": Jamie Dimon Warns
Washington as New Law Puts 100% Tariffs on the Table

MUMBAI/NEW YORK — Jamie Dimon
rarely wastes words. The head of
JPMorgan Chase came to Mumbai this
week with a message for Washington: go
after Moscow if you must, but be careful
not to wreck one of the world's biggest
energy consumers along the way.
Speaking in an interview with CNBC TV18
on Tuesday, Dimon said he hoped
America would sit down and understand
all the issues involved and "not end up
punishing India and the world oil markets"
while it works to combat Russia. His point
was about how refineries actually operate,
not a defense of the Kremlin. Some crude
is refined and imported according to the
specific requirements of individual refiners,
and if India does not buy it from Russia, it
has to buy it somewhere else.

The law that changed everything

Dimon spoke four days after a signing in
Washington that changed the rules for
every major buyer of Russian energy.
President Trump signed the Lindsey O.
Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act
of 2026 (H.R. 5334) on September 18, two
days after it cleared the House of
Representatives. The Senate had
approved it 86—11 and the House followed
262—-159.

The bill carries some political history. Itis
named for the late Republican senator, who
worked on the measure for more than a
year before his sudden death in July, and

was co-written with Democratic Sen.
Richard Blumenthal. Early drafts of
Graham's bill had proposed tariffs as high
as 500 percent. The final law is lower but
still severe: it authorizes tariffs of up to
100% on the five largest buyers of Russian
oil and natural gas.

India is squarely in that group. In July
2026, India sourced more than 50% of its
oilimports from Russia, roughly 1.7 million
barrels per day. India depends on imports
for more than 88% of its crude needs.
The law does leave the White House room
to maneuver. It does not automatically
impose a 100 percent tariff on every buyer
of Russian oil. It gives the president wide
discretion, includes exceptions, and
creates a process for countries that
sharply cut purchases or provide
significant support to Ukraine. Analysts
quoted by The Indian Express said India
would almost certainly seek waivers.
New Delhi has kept its public response
measured. The Ministry of External Affairs
said the matter had been discussed at
high levels with US officials in recent
months, and that India had clearly laid out
the implications for both the bilateral
relationship and the international energy
market.

Dimon's arithmetic

Dimon's warning went beyond diplomacy.
He argued that tariffing India over Russian
crude would harm global energy markets

and could push oil well past $90 a barrel.
He also noted that Indian refineries are
configured to process Russian crude
grades, so a forced rapid switch would
cause operational problems that turn into
real economic disruption.

He did not oppose pressuring Russia. He
questioned whether oil tariffs were the right
tool, especially if they ignored how crude
is used inside India's refining system. He
also pointed to a better route. On the long-
delayed US—-India trade agreement, he
said he would urge both governments to
sit down and finish it, stressing the
importance of stability. He also predicted
India's economy could triple in size over
the next decade.

Shock absorbers running out

Dimon's timing matters because the world
is already in an oil crisis. The US—Israel
war on Iran, now in its seventh month, has
disrupted Gulf shipping. Brent crude has
hovered near $100 a barrel, up from
roughly $70 before the war began. The
India absorbed the first blows, but its
buffers were thin from the start. In March,
calculations based on analyst and oil
ministry data showed India's strategic
petroleum reserves could cover only five
to six days of consumption. Within
weeks, there had been no March crude
loadings from Gulf countries for cargoes
crossing Hormuz. The next buffer was the
balance sheets of the state-run fuel

retailers, and that one is wearing out too.
During the election cycle, retailers held
pump prices steady as crude rose, and
by mid-2026 the three companies were
together absorbing losses of roughly $57
million a day. Once the electoral
constraints lifted, four rounds of price
increases followed in quick succession
from mid-May. Kpler warned that rising
import costs, a weaker rupee and growing
under-recoveries had pushed
policymakers toward fuel-conservation
messaging and austerity measures.
Discounted Russian crude has been one
of the few cushions still working. A 100
percent tariff would force India to choose
between cheap fuel and its largest export
market.

The dispute is not only between
Washington and New Delhi. It also involves
the countries and refineries that buy, process
and depend on particular grades of oil. China,
Turkey and others face the same calculation.
If the biggest buyers are pushed out of
Russian barrels all at once, every economy
that imports fuel, from Lagos to Lima, would
pay through the price. Thatis the core of
Dimon's case: sanctions meant to punish
a single aggressor can end up taxing
everyone else. Whether the White House
uses the new law as leverage for a trade
deal, or actually imposes the tariffs, may
be one of the most consequential
economic decisions of the autumn.
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India's long road to a permanent UNSC seat

India is campaigning for both a permanent
and a non-permanent seat on the UN
Security Council. Securing a permanent
seat requires significant changes to the UN
structure, which are progressing slowly.
India is seen as a key voice for the Global
South and in the Indo-Pacific. Foreign
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, currently in
New York for the UN meeting, has initiated
the campaign for a non-permanent seat
this year.

In August 1950, the US proposed to India,
through its ambassador, that it consider
replacing China as a permanent UNSC
member. Nehru reportedly dismissed this
suggestion, missing India’s chance for
permanent membership. However, the
international situation was at the peak of
the Cold War; the complexity may have
justified his stance.

New Delhi has been working for the seat
for the past 30 years as part of its foreign
policy goals. Over the years, many
countries have supported India’s
candidacy, recognising its growing
influence, large population, and
contributions to peacekeeping. However,
changing the UNSC’s structure is
complicated because it requires
unanimous consent from the current five
permanent members: the United States,
Russia, China, France, and the United
Kingdom. Currently, there is no clear
timeline for when, or if, India will achieve
this goal.

India believes the current UNSC structure
no longer reflects modern realities. It argues
that its status as the largest democracy
and its growing economy make it a key
global player. India’s commitment to peace
is shown through its significant involvement
in UN peacekeeping missions, where it has
sent many personnel to help maintain
stability.

India will need to engage in strong

diplomatic efforts, as Tajikistan is also vying
for the Asia-Pacific non-permanent seat on
the United Nations Security Council.
Tajikistan’s support from the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation could make the
competition harder for India. To strengthen
its position, India needs more support
beyond Fiji, the United States, Austria, and
Sri Lanka. Elections happen once a year
through a secret ballot and require a two-
thirds majority, even if candidates are not
opposed.

The G-4 nations support each other’s
ambitions for permanent seats, and some
European countries back India’s bid for the
UNSC.

However, challenges remain, including
disagreements over how many new seats
to add and the controversial question of
veto power for those new members.
Despite support from various nations, India
faces challenges regarding new seats and
veto power. It favours a proposal that initially
excludes veto rights for new permanent
members, addressing existing members’
concerns while promoting fairer
representation. As External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar reiterated in parliamentary
sessions, India is actively engaged in the

Inter-Governmental Negotiations (IGN) on
UNSC reforms.

India is working to mobilise broader support
for expanding the UNSC. This strategic
engagement includes bolstering its ties
with Global South nations, highlighting
India’s commitment to fostering collective
development and addressing shared
challenges on the international stage.
India advocates reform of the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) because
it believes the current structure no longer
reflects 21st-century realities. As the
world’s largest democracy with a rapidly
growing economy, India plays an important
role on the global stage.

Additionally, India’s long-standing
commitment to international peace and
security is demonstrated by its substantial
contributions to UN peacekeeping
missions. The country has deployed
thousands of personnel, further solidifying
its reputation as a regional player
dedicated to maintaining global stability.
Several European nations have supported
India’s candidacy, seeing it as a way to
diversify representation within the Council.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been
particularly outspoken about the urgent

need for reform, emphasising important
issues such as seat allocation and claims
regarding regional representation.
However, the reform process has faced
significant challenges because no unified
negotiating text exists and disputes
continue over expanded membership and
the contentious issue of veto power.

Despite strong backing from multiple
countries, substantial challenges remain.
Central to these challenges are
contentious discussions over allocating
new seats and the implications of allowing
additional members to wield veto power.
Nevertheless, India continues to champion

t permanent membership, articulating its

commitment to both global governance
and the principles of peace and security
the UNSC is meant to uphold.

In its reform proposal, India is open to a
structure that may initially exclude veto
power for new permanent members. This
proposal seeks to address historical
apprehensions among current members
while promoting more equitable
representation. This move acknowledges
the need to balance power dynamics
within the Council and ensure diverse
global voices are included in decision-
making.

Moreover, support for India’s candidature
continues to grow, with backing from
entities like the African Union, which has
called for a permanent seat to ensure the
UNSC adequately represents African
interests and perspectives. Nevertheless,
the path to permanent membership is
complex and requires careful negotiations
and consensus-building among current
permanent members. The bid will test
India’s diplomatic outreach across
regions, especially among the Gilobal
South, OIC members, SCO countries,
African states, island nations and major
Western partners.

The unfinished story of India’s handloom weavers

At The Kunj, in New Delhi, Aadyam Handwoven
recently brought together handwoven textiles from
different weaving clusters across India. Alongside
the textiles was something increasingly difficult to
encounter — a special screening of Shyam
Benegal’s 1987 Hindi film Susman, which portrayed
the lives and struggles of India’s handloom
weavers.

Susman is not readily available on
mainstream streaming platforms, and ¢
Aadyam obtained special permission from |
Shyam Benegal’s family to screen the
film. “Susman” — loosely translated as
“the essence” — is an apt title for a film
about the people who form the very warp
and weft of India’s handloom tradition.
Nearly four decades after the film was
made, it raises an uncomfortable
question: how much has really changed £
for the Indian weaver? “From the time of
Shyam Benegal’s movie, a lot has
changed, but nothing much has changed.
The film is equally relevant today,” says
Manish Saksena, Business Lead, Aadyam
Handwoven, an Aditya Birla initiative.

Among the traditions showcased was Pochampally
Ikat, which originates in Bhoodan Pochampally in
Telangana’s Yadadri Bhuvanagiri district and is
renowned for its distinctive geometric patterns. The
beauty of Ikat begins even before the loom. Unlike
conventional weaving, where the design emerges
primarily during weaving, in Ikat the yarn itself is

carefully tied and resist-dyed according to a
predetermined pattern before it reaches the loom.
The coloured threads must then be aligned with
remarkable precision during weaving for the pattern
to emerge. The slight feathering at the edges of
motifs — rather than machine-like uniformity — gives

Ikat much of its distinctive handmade character.

There is something truly distinct about this craft. In
Pochampally, this intricate process also creates an
unusual partnership between weavers. “In
Pochampally, the weaver has to be very particular.
He has to synchronise with the person doing the
tie-and-dye,” explains Saksena. “The husband and
wife often work in tandem here. In other clusters,
men may do the main weaving and women some of

the lighter weaves, but because of the technique in
Pochampally, there is much more working together.”
But keeping such labour-intensive craftsmanship alive
comes at a price. Pochampally saris at premium
stores in silk can today range from around Rs 20,000
to Rs 1 lakh, depending on the silk, intricacy and
amount of work involved. “Handloom is
meant to be worn by everyone. That is
the true essence,” says Saksena. “But
silk prices have really been shooting up.
At the same time, there is a minimum
wage, and we are very conscious that
the weavers’ livelihood is maintained.” It
creates one of handloom’s contemporary
il contradictions: how does a craft remain
accessible while ensuring that the people
making it are adequately paid?

For Saksena, Susman is also personal.

profession,” he recalls. “It was a very
inspirational film and impacted me at a
very impressionable age.” At the

exhibition, he also displayed another piece of his

own history — a sari he bought for his mother from
his first salary in 1994.

A sari can carry a family memory for decades; a
weaving tradition can carry a cultural memory for
centuries. Nearly 40 years after Susman, perhaps
the challenge is no longer simply preserving the loom.
It is ensuring that the people sitting at it can build a
future from it.
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U.S. nearly encroached on Canadian

sovereignty during tariff talks:

The U.S. came close to
encroaching on Canadian
sovereignty during tariff
negotiations, Quebec Premier
Christine Fréchette said
Saturday.

“On the American side, there
was a willingness to negotiate
on issues that affected
Canada's sovereignty. I'm
thinking about how we set our
tariff policies,” she told an
afternoon news conference.
Prime Minister Mark Carney
made the right call to stop
talks, she said.

The Americans had proposed
negotiating matters around
Quebec’s French-language
legislation, Fréchette said,
such as the requirement for
French to be included on
consumer devices like
electronics or household
appliances and user manuals.
She was surprised to hear the
request came on the last day
of the negotiation, she said.
“Our culture, our language is
central to our identity and it is
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important to exclude that from
the negotiation table,” said
Fréchette.

“It’'s something that is crucial
for us and it won't change,
even though we are threatened
with different tariffs, it won't
change. We will stay the way
we are.”

Quebec now faces a difficult
period, she said.

“If a particular industry is hit
hard, several municipalities
will be affected,” she said.
Quebec Finance Minister Eric
Girard said it is too early to
know how many jobs could be
lost, but he expects it to be a
significant number, albeit not
as extreme as what was seen
during the pandemic.

Province to support
exporters

Bernard Drainville, Quebec’s
economy minister,

announced the launch of two
programs meant to keep
afloat the province's
businesses in the
manufacturing and primary
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sectors during the escalating
trade war.

The first will support
businesses with yearly
revenue of $2 million or more
in the manufacturing or primary
sectors whose revenue has
been significantly reduced by
U.S. tariffs of 25 per cent or
more.

They will be eligible for loans
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with a moratorium of up to 24
months and can submit their
application for assistance as
soon as Monday.

The other will support those
that make $1 million to $2
million a year and are facing
financial difficulties due to the
tariffs, by offering loans of up
to $150,000 with a 12-month
moratorium. Applications for
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that measure will start being
accepted next week.

These programs will be in
addition to the aid the Quebec
government expects Canada to
announce in the following days.
“Itis the federal government that
led these negotiations, and it
is the one that must step up to
support businesses and
employees,” Fréchette said.
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