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—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
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ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment
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More services soon
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THE $315 BILLION QUESTION

India built a global technology

CAN Al BREA

empire by selling talent, exper- {8 “'

tise and millions of hours of hu-
man work. Artificial intelligence is
now challenging the economics

of that model. But the same tech- '

nology could also create India's /i

next great technology boom.

For much of the past three de- }

cades, the Indian technology in-
dustry operated on a remarkably
successful equation: take India's
enormous pool of educated, En-
glish-speaking engineers, con-
nect them to companies in
America and Europe, deliver
technology services at a lower
cost, and scale the business by
adding more people and more
projects. The formula transformed
not only India's technology sec-
tor but the country's economic
landscape. Bangalore became
Bengaluru's global technology
hub; Hyderabad, Pune, Chennai,
Gurugram and Noida developed
vast technology ecosystems;
and companies such as Tata
Consultancy Services, Infosys,
Wipro and HCLTech grew from
Indian technology providers into
global corporations.

Now artificial intelligence is chal-
lenging the very arithmetic that
made that transformation pos-
sible.

India's IT-services industry is ex-
pected to generate about $315
billion in revenue in FY2026, ac-
cording to Nasscom, with the
broader sector continuing to grow
even as employment expansion
slows sharply. The industry is still
a net creator of jobs, but the re-
lationship between revenue
growth and headcount growth is
changing. Nasscom estimates
that the sector will add about
135,000 employees in FY2026,
taking total direct employment to
roughly 5.95 million. That repre-
sents only about 2.3% headcount
growth against 6.1% revenue
growth. The difference is signifi-
cant because it suggests that
India's technology industry is be-
ginning to achieve something it
struggled to accomplish for
years: growing revenue without
adding people at the same rate.
That sounds like good news for
shareholders. It can mean higher
productivity, better margins and
a more efficient industry. But for
a country whose IT sector be-
came a major engine of middle-
class employment, it raises a
much more complicated ques-
tion. If artificial intelligence allows
one engineer to do the work that
once required several engineers,
where does the economic value
go? Does the company keep it
inthe form of higher profits? Does
the client demand it through lower
prices? Does the worker capture
it through higher wages? Or does
some combination of all three
emerge?

The answer could determine what
the Indian IT industry looks like

for the next twenty years.

THE INDUSTRY INDIA BUILT
The story begins long before
ChatGPT.

India's modern technology-ser-
vices industry developed through
a combination of technical edu-
cation, English-language capa-
bility, entrepreneurial compa-
nies, government policy and,
eventually, the realization by
Western corporations that signifi-
cant portions of software work
could be performed remotely. The
Y2K problem accelerated that
transformation dramatically. As
companies around the world pre-
pared for the arrival of the year
2000, they discovered that huge
quantities of older software
needed to be examined and
modified. Indian technology com-
panies had the engineers and the
willingness to perform the work
at scale.

Y2K did more than generate con-
tracts. It helped establish trust.
Global corporations that had once
regarded India primarily as a
source of inexpensive technical
labor began discovering that In-
dian engineers could work on im-
portant systems, meet deadlines
and operate as part of multina-
tional technology teams. The
Y2K wave helped create relation-
ships that survived long after
January 1, 2000. India's technol-
ogy industry subsequently ex-
panded into application develop-
ment, infrastructure manage-
ment, business-process
outsourcing, consulting, cloud
services and increasingly sophis-
ticated digital transformation
work.

That history matters because it
provides an important warning
against simplistic predictions
about Al

Technological disruption has re-
peatedly changed the Indian IT
industry without destroying it.
The internet changed it. Cloud
computing changed it. Automa-
tion changed it. Enterprise soft-
ware changed it. Smartphones
changed it. Each wave eliminated
some types of work while creat-
ing new categories of work that
had previously been difficult to

imagine.

Al is different, however, because
it is beginning to automate not
just the tools surrounding knowl-
edge workers but portions of the
knowledge work itself.

(EXCLUSIVE)

That is where the stakes become
much higher.

THE BILLABLE HOUR UNDER
ATTACK

For decades, one of the most
important units in IT services was
the billable hour. Acompany won
a contract, assembled a team,
allocated engineers to the project
and charged the client according
to the work being performed.
There were many variations on
the model, but the underlying re-
lationship between people, hours
and revenue remained powerful.
Al attacks that relationship.
Suppose a software project his-
torically required 100 engineers
working for twelve months. Now
imagine Al-assisted development
allows the same project to be
completed by 70 engineers in the
same period, or perhaps by 70
engineers in eight months. The
client does not necessarily care
that the technology company has
invested heavily in Al. The client
cares about the result and the
price.

That creates what analysts in-
creasingly describe as Al-led de-
flation. Indian IT companies may
become more productive while si-
multaneously finding it harder to
charge for every unit of productiv-
ity they create. Reuters reported
this week that the sector is fac-
ing pricing pressure and cautious
client spending, with the tradi-
tional billable-hours model par-
ticularly exposed to Al-driven
changes. Analysts expect the
largest Indian IT firms to experi-
ence one of their weakest se-
quential quarters in years.

This is the central paradox of Al
in Indian IT: the technology can
make the industry better at pro-
ducing technology while making
each unit of traditional technol-
ogy labor less valuable.

The distinction is critical.

K INDIA’S IT INDUSTR

. commercial ecosystems around

IT employment depend on tech-

' nology workers not only for sala-

ries but for housing, restaurants,
transportation, education, retail
and professional services. A

2 slower-growth employment model

could eventually affect the
broader urban economy.

THE OPTIMISTIC CASE

But there is an equally powerful
argument on the other side.

Al could dramatically enlarge the

FESJ IS technology market.

Al does not have to eliminate
millions of jobs to disrupt the
business model. It only has to
reduce the number of people re-
quired to produce a given amount
of work.

That is potentially a much more
profound change.

THE PESSIMISTIC CASE

The bearish argument begins with
India’'s employment structure.
For years, the IT industry served
as one of the country's great
graduate absorption machines.
Young engineers entered compa-
nies at relatively junior levels,
worked on testing, maintenance,
basic programming, support and
implementation, and gradually
acquired the skills needed for
more advanced positions.

Al threatens that ladder.

If software can write portions of
its own code, generate test
cases, document systems and
assist with routine troubleshoot-
ing, companies may need fewer
people performing those tasks. A
technology company might still
hire thousands of graduates, but
perhaps not as many as it would
have hired under the old model.
The warning signs are already vis-
ible. Nasscom President Rajesh
Nambiar has said that campus
hiring has declined over the past
three years and that the industry
is not yet expecting that trend to
reverse as companies move
through the Al transition. He has
described Al as breaking the
industry's old linear relationship
between revenue and headcount.
That does not mean that six mil-
lion technology workers are sud-
denly going to lose their jobs.

It means something subtler and
potentially more important: the
industry may stop creating jobs
at the rate required to absorb the
next generation of technology
graduates. For India, that is an
economic issue, not simply a
technology issue. If productivity
rises dramatically but employ-
ment does not, the country will
have to ensure that the benefits
of the productivity boom spread
into other sectors of the economy.
There is also a geographic dimen-
sion. Cities that built enormous

Every major corporation now con-
sidering Al adoption needs help
implementing it. Companies
need to reorganize data. They
need to modernize old software.
They need cloud infrastructure.
They need cybersecurity. They
need Al governance. They need
systems integration. They need
specialized models. They need
employees trained to use the
technology. And they need some-
body to connect all of those
pieces to the actual business.
Indian IT companies are already
moving into that market.
Nasscom estimates that Al-re-
lated revenues in the Indian tech-
nology sector could reach roughly
$10 billion to $12 billion in
FY2026. The industry body has
also reported that about 70% of
the top 25 technology-service pro-
viders acquired Al-native compa-
nies during the previous year,
while roughly 85% have some
form of agentic-Al platform.
Those numbers tell a different
story from the simple “Al versus
Indian workers” narrative.

Indian IT companies are not
standing outside the Al revolution
watching it happen. They are try-
ing to sell it. The real question is
whether the new Al business will
grow fast enough, and become
valuable enough, to replace the
revenue and employment eco-
nomics of the old services model.
WIPRO HAS ALREADY PRO-
VIDED A GLIMPSE OF THE
FUTURE

Perhaps one of the clearest ex-
amples came from Wipro.

The company said in September
that its Al initiatives had created
productivity equivalent to the
work of about 20,000
employees. But Wipro's
technology chief did not describe
those workers as simply being
replaced by machines. The
company said the capacity had
been redeployed into other roles,
while more than 100,000
employees had received
advanced Al training. That
distinction is extremely
important. The first stage of
corporate Al adoption may not
look like mass layoffs. It may
look like fewer people being
required to perform routine work,
with those people redirected
toward higher-value work. That
could actually make Indian IT
companies stronger.
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New York’s Medicaid program was cre-
ated to provide health care to people who
need it most. But a succession of fed-
eral and state investigations has exposed
a darker economy operating around the
program—one involving adult day-care
centers, pharmacies, home-health com-
panies, transportation providers, recruit-
ers, marketers, medical professionals
and, in some cases, elaborate networks
of middlemen.

Several of the most consequential recent
cases involve people from New York’s
South Asian communities. That fact de-
serves examination, but it also demands
caution. A criminal case against an indi-
vidual is not evidence against an ethnic
community, and a person's South Asian-
sounding name is not proof of ethnicity.
The cases below are included because
government charging documents, court
records or other reliable public records
establish the individuals' involvement in
particular investigations—not because of
their ethnicity.

The money involved is enormous.
In one Brooklyn case, federal prosecu-
tors say a network associated with so-
cial adult day-care centers and a home-
health company submitted approxi-
mately $64 million in fraudulent Medic-
aid claims, with Medicaid paying approxi-
mately $56 million. In another, federal
prosecutors say Brooklyn businessman
Ahsan ljaz's businesses were respon-
sible for approximately $65 million in
fraudulent Medicaid claims. A separate
Brooklyn pharmacy case involved ap-
proximately $24.4 million in Medicare
claims. And in a 2026 case involving
Pakistani-American businessman
Pervez Siddiqui and seven others, pros-
ecutors allege that two Brooklyn adult
day-care centers submitted more than
$38 million in claims to New York Med-
icaid for services that were not provided
or were induced by illegal kickbacks.
These are not isolated accusations of a
receptionist entering the wrong billing
code. The cases describe alleged sys-
tems.

THE ADULT DAY-CARE PIPELINE
One of the most revealing cases is the
prosecution of Zakia Khan, a Brooklyn
social adult day-care operator. Khan
owned Happy Family Social Adult Day
Care Center and Family Social Adult Day
Care Center in Coney Island. She also
controlled Responsible Care Staffing, a
home-health fiscal intermediary, and
Tanwee Services, which prosecutors say
was used to receive or disguise pro-
ceeds.

According to federal prosecutors, begin-
ning in approximately October 2017,
marketers recruited Medicaid recipients
into Khan's businesses. The alleged ar-
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rangement was straightforward: recipi-
ents were offered cash kickbacks to
enroll, recruiters were compensated for
bringing people into the system, and the
adult day-care businesses then billed
Medicaid for services prosecutors say
were never actually provided.

The government says the businesses
submitted approximately $64 million in
fraudulent claims between 2017 and
2024 and Medicaid paid approximately
$56 million.

The case moved beyond allegation when
Khan pleaded guilty in August 2025. In
September 2026, she was sentenced to
76 months in federal prison, ordered to
pay more than $56 million in restitution
and ordered to forfeit $5 million, includ-
ing property, cash and gold jewelry
seized during the investigation. Prosecu-
tors said undercover recordings captured
Khan paying illegal kickbacks inside her
office and that Medicaid recipients were
instructed to complete false attendance
sheets.

The case also demonstrates the impor-
tance of the middleman.

Federal prosecutors identified marketers
including Elaine Antao and Manal
Wasef, who pleaded
guilty in the case.
Prosecutors alleged
that marketers referred Medicaid recipi-
ents to the adult day-care centers and
home-health company in exchange for
illegal payments, and that they also par-
ticipated in paying kickbacks to Medic-
aid recipients.

The implication is significant. In the al-
leged business model, the person receiv-
ing Medicaid services was not neces-
sarily the source of the fraud. The re-
cruitment mechanism itself allegedly be-
came an economic product.

THE $65 MILLION CASE

On October 2, 2026, federal prosecutors
announced that Ahsan ljaz, 29, of Brook-
lyn, pleaded guilty to conspiracy to com-
mit health-care fraud in connection with
approximately $65 million in fraudulent
New York Medicaid claims. ljaz was an
owner of Happy Family Social Adult Day
Care Center, Family Social Adult Day
Care Center and Responsible Care Staff-
ing. The government says that over ap-
proximately seven years, his businesses
paid cash kickbacks and bribes to Med-
icaid recipients to induce them to enroll.
Medicaid was then billed for services
prosecutors say were not provided. In
some instances, prosecutors say, ben-
eficiaries were outside the United States
on dates when the businesses claimed
they had received services.

ljiaz is the tenth defendant to plead guilty
in that broader case. He is scheduled to
be sentenced in March 2027 and faces

(EXCLUSIVE)

a maximum sentence of 10 years.

The original 2024 indictment described
an eight-defendant structure involving
owners, managers, marketers and em-
ployees. Prosecutors charged the defen-
dants with combinations of health-care
fraud, conspiracy to defraud the United
States, illegal health-care kickbacks and
money laundering.

The names in that case include Zakia
Khan, Ahsan ljaz, Ansir Abassi, Amran
Hashmi, Seema Memon, Elaine Antao,
Omneah Hamdi and Manal Wasef.
Several defendants subsequently
pleaded guilty.

THE $38 MILLION BROOKLYN CASE
In 2026, prosecutors brought another
major case involving Pervez Siddiqui and
seven others.

The indictment alleges that Siddiqui and
Shazia Bibi were co-owners of Apna
Adult Daycare, while Siddiqui and oth-
ers exercised control over Ashiana So-
cial Adult Daycare in Brooklyn.
Between 2019 and 2025, prosecutors al-
lege that Apna and Ashiana submitted
more than $38 million in Medicaid claims
for social adult day-care services that
were either not provided or were induced
by illegal kickbacks
and bribes. The govern-
ment says Medicaid
paid approximately $38 million on those
claims.

The indictment identifies Abdul Aziz as
the owner of Ashiana, Shair Ali as a bill-
ing manager, and Zebun Ahmed, Josna
Begum, Saira Khatoon and Atia
Shahnaz as marketers or patient recruit-
ers. This case is particularly significant
for The South Asian Insider because
Siddiqui has been publicly identified as
a Pakistani-American community figure.
But that background should not be con-
fused with the allegations themselves.
Siddiqui is accused in this case; guilt
must be determined in court.

The government's case is that the op-
eration recruited Medicaid recipients,
paid them cash to enroll, and then billed
Medicaid despite services allegedly not
being provided. Authorities seized ap-
proximately $157,492 from the adult day-
care centers and related bank accounts.
THE PHARMACY CONNECTION

The adult day-care cases become even
more interesting when viewed alongside
New York's long-running pharmacy fraud
investigations. In one of the most extraor-
dinary cases, New York authorities pros-
ecuted Mujahid "Peter" Pervez, a phar-
macist whom the state described as the
alleged ringleader of a Medicaid enter-
prise. The case dates back more than a
decade. According to the New York At-
torney General's Office, Pervez was in-
dicted in 2013 for allegedly stealing more

than $16 million from Medicaid. Investi-
gators alleged that he controlled or di-
rected a network of pharmacies and paid
Medicaid patients—many of them HIV
patients—to surrender prescriptions for
expensive drugs that they did not actu-
ally receive.

The alleged economics were staggering.
A patient could be paid approximately
$100 for an HIV prescription. Medicaid
could reimburse the pharmacy more than
$1,000 for the medication. The govern-
ment alleges that the pharmacy then
billed Medicaid even though the medi-
cation had not been dispensed. The state
alleged that Pervez had previously been
convicted of Medicaid fraud in 1991 and
had been excluded from participating in
government health-care programs. Pros-
ecutors further alleged that he subse-
quently used his son, Raheel Pervez, as
a proxy to control at least 11 pharma-
cies across New York City and Long Is-
land.

Raheel Pervez pleaded guilty to enter-
prise corruption in 2014 and received a
sentence of one to three years.

Peter Pervez eventually fled to Pakistan.
In 2021, New York Attorney General
Letitia James announced that he had
been extradited from Pakistan, arrested
and arraigned on the outstanding indict-
ment. The charges included enterprise
corruption, first-degree grand larceny, fal-
sifying business records, offering a false
instrument for filing, conspiracy, com-
mercial bribery and prohibited medical-
assistance-provider kickbacks.

The case also illustrates another recur-
ring feature of alleged health-care fraud:
the medical referral. Prosecutors alleged
that physician assistant Richard Cedeno
referred patients to Big Mart Pharmacy
in exchange for free rent for his medical
practice, which was located in the same
building.

The pharmacies identified in the investi-
gation included Big Mart Pharmacy in
the Bronx, Swami Naryan Pharmacy,
doing business as Super Value Phar-
macy, in the Bronx, and Dabup Inc.,
doing business as Langdale Drug & Sur-
gical Supplies, in New Hyde Park. The
Pervez case therefore provides a strik-
ing historical precedent for the modern
investigations: ownership structures,
pharmacies, patients, medical profes-
sionals, kickbacks and billing were al-
legedly woven together.

THE $24.4 MILLION PHARMACY NET-
WORK

A more recent federal prosecution in-
volves Taesung "Terry" Kim, a Queens-
area pharmacy owner. Kim co-owned
several pharmacies in Brooklyn and
Queens. Federal prosecutors said that
between 2015 and 2022, those pharma-
cies submitted approximately $24.4 mil-
lion in claims to Medicare for medically
unnecessary prescription drugs. Kim
pleaded guilty in December 2024 to con-
spiracy to commit money laundering. In
April 2026, he was sentenced to 63
months in prison and ordered to pay
$24.4 million in restitution and forfeit $6
million in proceeds, including bank ac-
counts and real property.

The alleged mechanism again involved
kickbacks.

Prosecutors said Kim and his co-con-
spirators paid medical providers through
arrangements such as office rent and
staff in exchange for prescriptions being
directed to their pharmacies. Patients
were allegedly given supermarket gift
certificates and cash to induce them to
fill prescriptions there.
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Every Diwali, and in Tamil
Nadu every morning, women
across South Asia and the
diaspora bend at their
doorsteps to draw patterns
in powder, rice flour or flower
petals. In the north and west
it is called rangoli; in Tamil
Nadu, kolam; in Kerala,
pookalam when made with
flowers; and it goes by other
names elsewhere. The
forms differ, but the idea is
shared: a welcome drawn on
the ground, renewed again
and again.

An art of impermanence.
Unlike paintings meant to
last, these patterns are made
to be walked on, washed by
rain or eaten by ants. Kolam
made from rice flour is often
described as a daily offering
of food to small creatures, a
gesture of generosity toward
the natural
impermanence is part of the
meaning: beauty made with
care, then let go.

Hidden mathematics.
Kolam has attracted
attention from
mathematicians and
computer scientists. A
traditional kolam starts with
a grid of dots, called pulli,
around which the artist
draws continuous lines that
loop and weave without lifting
the hand. Many designs
follow strict rules: every dot
must be encircled, and the

world. The |
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Researchers have studied
kolam in relation to symmetry,
fractals, graph theory and
computer programming
languages. Generations of
women who never studied
formal mathematics have
passed down an intricate
visual algorithm.

Regional styles. Rangoli in
Gujarat and Maharashtra
often uses bright colored
powders and lamps, with
motifs of peacocks, lotuses
and the goddess Lakshmi's
footsteps. Bengal's alpana
uses rice paste in flowing

‘ The Mathematlcs
of the Threshold

Rangoli and Kolam

South Asia’s doorstep art is temporary, beautiful
and surprisingly sophisticated.
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white designs. Kerala's
pookalam is made of flower
petals, especially during
Onam. Each tradition reflects
local materials, beliefs and
aesthetics.

From doorstep to gallery.
Contemporary artists have
taken these traditions into
galleries and public spaces,
creating huge installations,
digital versions and works
that question the gendered
labor behind them. Some
designers use kolam patterns
in textiles, architecture and
graphic design.

line must return to its start. =%

The diaspora version. In

apartments and suburbs far
from South Asia, families
adapt. Chalk on driveways,
sand art, colored rice on
wooden boards and stencils
replace daily floor drawing.
Community Diwali events
often hold rangoli
competitions,  bringing
generations together. For
children growing up abroad,
drawing rangoli with a
grandparent may be their first
lesson in their heritage, and
in geometry.

A shared art. Rangoli and

kolam are not limited to one
religion. Hindus, Sikhs, Jains,
Buddhists and even some
Christian and Muslim families
in South India draw them for
weddings, harvests and
festivals. They are part of a
shared South Asian visual
vocabulary. This Diwali,
which falls in early November,
take a moment before
stepping over a rangoli. You
are looking at an art form that
is thousands of years old,
made again by hand for one
day, and solving a beautiful
puzzle in the process.
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The Hormuz Premium: How a Distant
Strait Reaches Your Festival Shopping

By [Byline]

Most shoppers buying Diwali lights,
Durga Puja saris or festive sweets this
month won't think about the Strait of
Hormuz. They are paying for it anyway.
Eight months of conflict around the
strait, through which about a fifth of the
world's oil normally passes, have added
a quiet surcharge to the global
economy. The clearest measure is
insurance. War-risk premiums for ships
entering the Gulf have reached 7.5 to
10 per cent of a vessel's hull value,
compared with 1 to 3 per cent before
the war. Those costs pass from
shipowners to charterers, then to fuel
importers, and eventually to
consumers.

Oil flows have partly recovered. In early
September, the U.S. Energy Secretary
said transits were averaging more than
9 million barrels a day, about two-thirds
or more of pre-conflict levels. But
"partly recovered" still means less oil,
higher risk and higher prices than
before the war.

The effects spread through South Asian
economies, and through the diaspora's
wallets, in several ways.

Fuel and transport. India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka import most
of their crude oil, much of it from the
Gulf. Higher prices feed into diesel,
which moves almost every good.
Governments often absorb part of the
hit through subsidies or tax cuts, but
that strains budgets.

Inflation and interest rates. Energy-
driven inflation makes it harder for
central banks to cut rates. India's retail
inflation has risen back above target,
one reason the RBI has stayed
cautious.

Currencies. Higher oil import bills put
pressure on South Asian currencies. A
weaker rupee or taka raises the price
of imported goods, from electronics to
gold, which is a festival-season staple.
Remittances. The Gulf hosts millions
of South Asian workers. Their earnings
depend on Gulf economies holding up
during the conflict. So far remittances
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The Strait of Hormuz
the cost increases and
delivery times lengthen

have been resilient, but businesses in
the region are nervous.

Shipping and supply chains. Exporters
of textiles, handicrafts and processed
foods, many supplying diaspora shops
in North America, Britain and Australia,
face higher freight costs and longer
delivery times. Festive inventory may
arrive late, or cost more on the shelf.
What can households and businesses
do? Small importers should build in
buffer time and consider partial hedging
of currency exposure. Families sending
money home can spread transfers over
time instead of chasing exchange

rates. Consumers can expect some
festival goods to cost more and plan
budgets accordingly. The bigger lesson
is about resilience. South Asia's
dependence on a single chokepoint for
energy is a strategic vulnerability.
Diversifying suppliers, building
strategic reserves and accelerating
renewable energy are no longer only
climate policies. They are economic
security policies. The strait may reopen
fully next month or next year. Either
way, it has reminded us that the price
of a festival lamp can depend on events
at sea thousands of miles away.
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World Mental Health Day: Breaking
the Silence in South Asian Families

Stigma still keeps many South Asians from seeking help. October 10 is

a good day to start a conversation.

Every year on October 10, World
Mental Health Day calls attention
to an issue that affects nearly
every family, though in many
South Asian homes it is rarely
discussed openly.

Depression, anxiety and other
mental health conditions are com-
mon worldwide, and South Asians
are no exception. Yet across the
region and the diaspora, cultural
pressures often discourage
people from naming their
struggles, let alone seeking help.
Why stigma persists.

Family honor. Mental illness may
be seen as a source of shame
that could affect marriage pros-
pects or social standing.
Spiritual explanations. Some
families attribute symptoms to
weakness of faith or bad luck
rather than treatable conditions.
The pressure to succeed. High
expectations around education,
career and marriage can create
intense stress while leaving little
room to admit difficulty.
Language. Many South Asian lan-
guages lack everyday words for
specific mental health conditions,
making them harder to discuss.
Access. In much of South Asia,

GKB Mepa, Auaki Group

trained mental health profession-
als are scarce, especially outside
big cities.

Diaspora pressures. South
Asians abroad face additional
strains: immigration uncertainty,

isolation from extended family, &
racism, visa-tied employment *
and the challenge of living be- :
tween two cultures. Studentsand |
young professionals often carry |
heavy family expectations far
from home. Older immigrants :

may feel lonely and dependent.

Research in several Western '

countries has found that South
Asian
underuse mental health services
despite significant need.

Signs to watch for. Persistent
sadness, withdrawal from friends
and family, changes in sleep or
appetite, loss of interest in ac-
tivities, irritability, difficulty con-
centrating, and physical com-
plaints without clear medical
cause can all signal a mental
health condition. Sudden

changes in behavior deserve at-
tention.

How to start the conversation.
Choose a private, calm moment.
Express concern without judg-
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communities often £

ment: "I've noticed you seem
stressed lately. How are you re-
ally doing?"

Listen more than you speak.
Avoid dismissive phrases like
"just be positive" or "others have
it worse."

Offer practical help, such as find-
ing a professional or going with
them to an appointment.
Getting help. Primary care doc-
tors are often a good first step.
Many countries have community
organizations offering culturally
sensitive, multilingual mental
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health support for South Asians.
Online therapy has made access
easier, including with therapists
who understand South Asian
backgrounds. If someoneisinim-
mediate danger, contact local
emergency services or a crisis
line right away.

Faith and therapy can coexist.
Many people find strength in reli-
gion and community. Spiritual
practice and professional mental
health care are not opposites,
and many faith leaders now en-

You

courage people to seek medical
help.

Changing the culture. Change
often starts with one person
speaking openly. Public figures,
doctors, faith leaders and com-
munity organizations across the
diaspora are increasingly talking
about mental health, and young
people especially are pushing for
change.

This World Mental Health Day,
ask someone you love how they
are really doing, and be ready to
listen to the answer.
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India's Gen Z aces own The Art

Local businesses like to
corner fiscal incentives, such as
those for producing electronics
and smartphones. But
assembling iPhones with
imported components creates
jobs that pay 18,000 rupees
($188) a month, which, as
former Reserve Bank of India
Governor Raghuram Rajan noted
recently, is not all that different
from what a chauffeur or
household helper makes in a
large city such as Chennai.

Low-tech assembly makes
sense only if it leads to higher-
-value manufacturing. That's the
true pathway to a solid middle
class, but it requires both formal
R&D and what development
economists Ha-Joon Chang and

Antonio Andreoni have
described as "learning in
production.”

This kind of learning takes
place on one shop floor, before
spreading to rival companies
and adjacent industries. That's
the logic behind the
government's latest $13.4 billion
package of incentives for
semiconductor manufacturing.
Learning in production powered
the East Asian miracle, a period
of rapid export-led growth from
1965 to 1990 that dramatically
raised living standards. But
that's only because the
governments of those countries
helped firms through long
patches of painful
overproduction and poor profits
with low interest rates and
competitive exchange rates.
Even when corporate
restructuring became inevitable
during the 1997 Asian Financial
Crisis, Seoul protected the deep
learning embedded in today's
SK Hynix Inc.

India's industrial policy is yet
to be tested on its long-term
strategic intent.

India's public finances are
too precarious for that model,
and its business leaders are too
risk-averse. A permanently
undervalued currency can't be a
strategy either. The West won't
enable the rise of another billion-
person economy after being
caught asleep at the wheel as
China went from a supplier of
inferior goods to a challenger in
modern technologies.

Instead of trying to build an
entire supply chain by coaxing
a domestic private sector that
has no technology of its own,
India could rely on the existing

R&D centers of global leaders.

Large tech companies
Advanced Micro Devices, Intel,
Nvidia and Qualcomm employ
thousands of engineers in India
for cutting-edge R&D. Give them
tax breaks for investing in
underfunded public universities.
Let them set up advanced
testing, simulation and
verification labs - not just within
elite institutions but also the
broader network of engineering
schools. They can produce all
the scientists and researchers
they will need, and more. The
surplus talent will drive a startup
boom where the founders'
ambitions go beyond 10-minute
food delivery. A similar logic
applies to data centers. Token
factories using local land and
power could contribute, say, 5%
of their high-bandwidth memory
chips toward an existing
national research cloud,
accessible to universities and
research centers. Any resulting
scientific breakthroughs could
finally spur local industry to
invest in real R&D.

Multinational companies,
however, will do the heavy lifting.
When | visited the John F. Welch
Technology Center in Bengaluru
two years ago, engineers were
collaborating with colleagues at
GE Aerospace's Niskayuna,
New York, operation on a novel
hybrid-electric jet engine -
platform-an effort validated this
July in the world's first high-
altitude hybrid-electric flight.
Multinationals already employ
2.4 million professionals in India,
generating nearly $100 billion in
annual revenue. The real policy
question is how to supercharge
this sum to $1 trillion.
Embedding local research
directly in the gear and services
global companies sell worldwide
will be far more remunerative
than getting paid for lines of
code.

That is why young Indians
care so deeply about fairness
in university entrance exams.
They can see the power of a
good education even in the age
of Al, and they don't want it
denied to them. With a
substantial lift to the quantity
and quality of the 3 million
undergraduate and graduate
degrees India mints annually in
science, technology,
engineering and medicine, the
nation can conceivably expand
its frontier cutting-edge talent

pool by tenfold over a decade.

Each of these R&D
professionals, earning globally
competitive wages, can
generate the badly needed tax
resources for public
employment and urban
infrastructure. Better-paid
teachers, doctors and frontline
health workers will start filling
out the middle of India's
employment pyramid, where
income and wealth are far too
concentrated at the top. Even
as it boosts the quality of civic
services and expands career
opportunities for women and
socially disadvantaged caste
groups, the state must loosen
the grip of paper-shuffling
bureaucrats holding the

economy back.

But while this vanguard of
future growth needs to be
nurtured, those who aren't at the
same level of skills need to be
pulled out of a low-productivity
rut. More than 15 million Indians
work as handloom weavers,
knitters and tailors, very oftenin
solo establishments. An
additional 5 million are employed
by mom-and-pop food-
processing operations. When
they get even a little bit of scale
and capital, the value added per
worker jumps from about $4 a

day to $6 or even $8.
If India wants to emulate
Taiwan's success in

manufacturing, then it must also
follow its path and build up its
small businesses first.

India's window for this
transition won't stay open forever.
As Al agents proliferate and take
over more tasks, there will still
be demand for human engineers
to supervise the code they write
along the way. But those
specialist positions won't follow
the logic of labor-cost arbitrage
that made outsourcing such a
lucrative trade. The jobs can
come up just as easily in
Nashville as Bengaluru. And if it's
the former, Indian techies will be
at a disadvantage because
Washington's stance on
immigration has also hardened.

In 1804, a few decades after
the spinning jenny, Joseph

fficial Intelligence Future

Jacquard invented a mechanical
loom to control the weaving of
complex fabric patterns using a
sequence of punched cards.
Those cards contained the
seeds of binary code - the zeros
and ones that would eventually
give birth to the modern
computer. Between the factory
automation that impoverished
India's artisans and the
computer revolution that finally
gave the country a way back in,
a quarter of a millennium was
lost. This historical arc features
prominently in the author Amitav
Ghosh's 1986 novel, The Circle
of Reason: "When the history of
the world broke, cotton and cloth
were behind it; mechanical man
in pursuit of his own destruction.
Who knows what new horrors lie
in store?"Well, the latest horror
is Al, for which an overly timid
India Inc. has neglected to
build foundational capabilities.
Mimicking a smartphone- and
semiconductor-focused
industrial policy won't create
good jobs fast enough. And
though capitulation to the
West will backfire both
politically and economically,
collaboration will keep the
world's most populous nation
enmeshed in the warp and weft
of the global economy. "Think
different," urged Apple Inc.'s
iconic ad featuring Gandhi and
his spinning wheel. It's time for
a homespun solution.

The West Did Not Inherit a

Museum. It Inherited a Standard.

They must not break it. He cited last month’s
agreement among the United States, Denmark,
and Greenland as proof the friendship need not
be zero-sum: an Arctic deal from which all three
partners, and NATO, came out stronger.

Then the moral argument, which will be the
part critics quote and supporters remember. There
is nothing selfish, he said, in loyalty to your own
nation, or in fighting for its interests above all
else. The Greeks believed in the great man, but
glory was won by striving for something larger
than yourself. Socrates, who would not abandon
the inquiry even at the cost of his life. The three
hundred at Thermopylae, who refused the chance
to save themselves. Achilles, offered a long and
peaceful life at home, who stayed at Troy. From
that inheritance: the Christian martyr, the patriot,
Thomas More, the Alamo, and the closing pledge
of the Declaration, lives, fortunes, and sacred
honor. The hero of the West may die for a cause.
He does not worship death. Rubio drew the con-
trast with what he called the cult of the Iranian
mullahs, who hail child suicide bombers as he-
roes and treat martyrdom as an end in itself.
Honor, duty, and heroism are not universal. They
arose here. They have to be defended.

The lineage he offered is unembarrassed, and
that is why it will be called dangerous. Parthenon
to the cathedrals of Milan, Cologne, and Flo-
rence. Greek sculpture to Michelangelo. The
search for the structure of the universe from the
philosophers to Copernicus, Galileo, Kepler, and
Newton. Magellan, Columbus, Apollo 11.
Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, Cortés. Then
America: the frontier as the Greek hunger for a
new horizon, a seaboard republic turned conti-
nental power. The greatest Americans, he said,
carry features born in Athens, formed by Rome,
baptized in Christendom, hardened in medieval

Europe, given the English genius for liberty, and
reborn on a new shore.

He closed where Daniel Webster closed in
1824, when Greece rose against Ottoman rule
and Webster told Congress that the columns
around them were a reminder that Greece had
existed, and that Americans, like the rest of
mankind, were her debtors. Rubio’s addition is
the one a secretary of state is paid to make.
National interests did not vanish because insti-
tutions were built. War did not disappear because
peace was preferred. Other states kept arming,
competing for territory, technology, energy, and
markets. There is war again. There is great-power
competition again. Alliances exist to defend the
sovereignty of the nations in them, not to abolish
it. Greece and the United States, he said, have
already built a version of that in defense, energy,
technology, and the control of Europe’s borders.

A speech is not a policy. The Hague spend-
ing pledges are not divisions in the field. An Arc-
tic agreement is not a settled hemisphere. Read-
ers can argue with the canon he chose, and they
will. Cortés is not a neutral name. Neither is the
claim that the West’'s recent shame was the
cause of its rivals’ rise. What the speech refuses
is the smaller evasion: that a republic can keep
the Parthenon’s inheritance while teaching its
children that the inheritance is a crime.

The Washington Observer’s view is plainer
than the marble. A civilization that will not say
what it is will not defend what it has. Rubio stood
on the hill where a few Athenians threw stones
at an empire, and where their children later built
upward out of the rubble. The useful question is
not whether the poetry was too grand. It is
whether the West still intends to be the kind of
people who bury the broken stones and raise the
temple again.
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Scam Compounds Are a Global Crime Policed Like a Local One

Behind the robocall and the f

They answer job advertisements
promising work in hospitality or
IT. They end up locked in com-
pounds, forced to defraud
strangers on the other side of
the world. Their victims are of-
ten their own countrymen: fami-
lies sending remittances, stu-
dents chasing visas, retirees
answering a call from someone
claiming to be "the bank."

This is the scam economy, and
South Asia sits at both ends of
it. In August, Pakistani authori-

ties detained 258 people in a '

single raid on a scam centre.

India's High Commission in
Dhaka has warned visa appli- |

cants about fraudulent agents.

Across the Gulf, Southeast Asia § g

and the diaspora cities of the
West, the pattern repeats: re-
cruit the vulnerable in one coun-
try, operate from a second, and
steal from a third.

The criminals understand some-
thing governments still seem to
miss. National borders are an
advantage to them. A call cen-
tre in one jurisdiction, a bank
account in another and victims
in a dozen more means no
single police force sees the
whole crime. Each sees only a
fragment: a complaint, a cash
withdrawal, a missing young
man whose family last heard
from him in a border town.

Too often the official response
treats each fragment as a local
matter. A district police station
files a fraud report. An embassy
issues an advisory. A raid

makes headlines and the opera-
tion moves down the road.
Meanwhile the trafficked work-
ers inside these compounds,
who are victims too, risk being
prosecuted as perpetrators.
Several things need to
change.

First, South Asian governments
should build a joint task force
on cyber-fraud and trafficking
with shared databases of known
recruiters, mule accounts and
compound locations. SAARC is
dormant, but the problem can-

not wait for regional politics to
thaw. Bilateral and minilateral
agreements can start now. Sec-
ond, banks and telecom com-
panies must be held to account.
Scam money moves through
real accounts and real phone
numbers. Regulators in India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal
and Sri Lanka should require
faster freezing of suspicious
transfers and real-time sharing
of fraud signals across borders.
Third, destination countries in the
West must stop treating these

as consumer complaints. When
a grandmother in Toronto, Lon-
don or New Jersey loses her sav-
ings to a caller impersonating an
immigration officer, that is a node
in an international criminal en-
terprise. Western police agen-
cies should coordinate with
South Asian counterparts as
they would on narcotics. Fourth,
recruitment agencies need li-
censing with teeth. Most com-
pound workers are lured by ad-
vertisements that would not sur-
vive a basic check. Governments

ake visa agent is an industry that crosses borders. Our police mostly don't.

that collect remittance revenue
from their overseas workers owe
them protection before they
board the plane. Community in-
stitutions have a role as well:
gurdwaras, temples, mosques,
student associations and
diaspora media like this news-
paper. Most scams depend on
shame and silence. Talking
about them openly takes away
the criminals' best weapon. The
scam industry is organized, in-
ternational and patient. Our re-
sponse must be all three.

The Sailors Paying for Hormuz

The war over the Strait of Hormuz is fought by governments. It is paid for by the crews who sail through it.

Eight months into the con-
frontation over the Strait of
Hormuz, the arguments in Wash-
ington and Tehran are about
blockades, sanctions, nuclear
programs and transit fees. Al-
most nobody is talking about the
people on the ships.

They should be. The Interna-
tional Maritime Organization has
confirmed 65 shipping incidents
linked to the conflict and 17 sea-
farer deaths. War-risk insurance
premiums have climbedto 7.5to
10 per cent of a ship's hull value,
compared with 1 to 3 per cent
before the war. Insurers have
priced in the danger. The crews
have not been given a choice
about it.

A large share of the world's
merchant sailors come from
South Asia, especially India,
along with Bangladesh, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka. [Desk: insert
sourced crew-share figure.] They
are cooks, engineers, deckhands
and officers on tankers and con-
tainer ships. They have no say in
whether their vessel enters con-
tested waters. Their contracts
rarely reflect the risk, and when

a ship is struck, seized or di-
verted, their families often learn
last.

The economics are harsh.
Shipowners pass higher insur-
ance costs to charterers, who
pass them to fuel buyers. The
extra pay that reaches the crew,
when there is any, is small. A
seafarer earning a modest
monthly wage takes the same

risk of a missile or drone as a
vessel worth tens of millions of
dollars, without the protection that
comes with it.

South Asian governments
have been quiet about all of this.
They have publicly worried about
oil prices, the import bill and the
rupee. They have said far less
about their own citizens on the
decks. That silence is a policy

failure.

Several things should be de-
manded now.

First, hazard pay and the right
to refuse should be enforced, not
just written into contracts. Inter-
national labor agreements provide
for extra pay and repatriation in
designated war zones. Flag
states and labor-supplying na-
tions must make sure shipown-

ers honor them.

Second, crew-supplying
countries need a seat at the table.
India and its neighbors supply
sailors and import much of the
oil. They should press, jointly and
loudly, for safe-passage arrange-
ments that put crew safety ahead
of political point-scoring.

Third, families need informa-
tion and support. Governments
should keep real-time contact
desks for the families of seafar-
ers in the Gulf. When a sailor is
killed or detained, consular help
should arrive in hours, not weeks.
Fourth, the ports that profit must
pay. Gulf states and shipping
companies benefiting from re-
routed traffic and higher freight
rates can fund a seafarer protec-
tion pool. The Strait of Hormuz is
often described as the world's
most important oil chokepoint.
For thousands of South Asian
families, it is a workplace where
someone they love is on duty
right now. Whatever deal Wash-
ington and Tehran eventually
reach, it should be judged partly
by whether the people on the
ships are finally counted.
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Trust Is the Election Commission's Only Currency

India's referee cannot win this fight by being right. It can only win by being seen to be fair.

An election commission does
not need to be loved. It needs
to be believed, especially by the
people who lose.

Thatis the test India's Election
Commission is now failing,

whatever the merits of the dis- |

pute. The opposition INDIA bloc
has demanded Chief Election
Commissioner  Gyanesh
Kumar's resignation, a rollback
of the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of voter rolls, and a return
to paper ballots. It has taken
those demands to the streets
in district marches, a march on
the Commission's headquarters,
and a planned Delhi rally on No-
vember 1.

The ruling party calls this the-
atre staged by sore losers.
Some of it may be. Political par-
ties everywhere prefer blaming
the referee to blaming them-
selves. But calling it theatre
does not answer the underlying
problem. The opposition to the
Chief Election Commissioner
now extends beyond the bloc's
own members. When a large
share of a country's political
spectrum says it no longer

—

trusts the body that counts the
votes, the institution is dam-
aged, whoever is right about the
rolls.

The Commission's defence has
been narrowly legal. It says re-
vising the rolls falls within its con-
stitutional mandate. That is true,
and itis not enough. A mandate
tells you what an institution may
do, not whether the public be-
lieves itis doing it honestly. The

Y
Commission's own record has
not helped. In August 2025, it of-
fered to meet 30 opposition lead-
ers rather than the full group of
MPs who had marched to its
door. That was technically rea-
sonable and politically tone-deaf.
Nor can the government ignore
how commissioners are now
chosen. The 2023 appointments
law removed the Chief Justice
from the selection panel and

gave the executlve a decisive
voice. Even a perfectly impar-
tial commissioner selected that
way starts at a disadvantage in
public trust. There is a better
path, and the Commission can
take it without waiting for
anyone's permission: Publish
the SIR's deletion data constitu-
ency by constituency, with the
reasons for each category of
removal. Invite an independent

audit, led by retired judges or
statisticians acceptable across
party lines. Give every voter re-
moved from aroll a simple, fast
way to contest it. The opposi-
tion owes the country some-
thing too. The demand to return
to paper ballots is a retreat, not
areform. India moved away from

paper because of booth captur-
~ing, ballot stuffing and slow

counts that invited manipulation.
Proving the current system's in-

& tegrity is better than abandon-

ing it. If the bloc has evidence
of systematic fraud, it should
put that evidence before the
courts, not only before rally
crowds. The stakes go beyond
India. Fights over voter rolls,
purges and the people who ap-
point election officials are now
playing out on several conti-
nents. The world's largest elec-
torate setting an example of
transparent, verifiable roll man-
agement would be a gift to de-
mocracy everywhere. An ex-
ample of the opposite would be
a warning. The Commission
does not have to concede it was
wrong. It has to show its work.

From Kathmandu to Indian campuses, young South Asians are
telling their leaders something. Most leaders are not Ilstenlng

Last year, Nepal's political estab-
lishment learned what happens
when a generation stops asking
politely.

What began as anger over a so-
cial media ban became an upris-
ing that toppled a government and
remade the country's politics. By
March, a three-year-old party was
on course to sweep national elec-
tions. Balendra Shah, the rapper-
turned-mayor who had become
the face of youth frustration, un-
seated a former prime minister.

It would be comforting to treat
Nepal as a one-off. It was not.

In India, youth protests this sum-
mer exposed deep mistrust of
mainstream media. In one widely
reported incident, a policeman was
suspended for firing an assault rifle
at student protesters. Analysts
noted how a younger generation
had dented the Prime Minister's
aura ahead of key state polls.
Bangladesh's own student-led
upheaval came before all of this.
Across the region, young people
share the same grievances: jobs
that don't match their degrees,
governments that seem to serve
an aging elite, and news outlets
that seem to serve the govern-
ment.

South Asia is one of the young-
est regions on earth. Its politics
is among the oldest. Leaders in
their seventies govern populations
whose median age is in the twen-
ties. Parties are run as family in-
heritances. Institutions that should
give young people a voice, such

as student unions, local councils
and a free press, have been weak-
ened, captured or ignored. Young
South Asians have noticed. They
are also better connected to each
other, and to the wider world, than
any generation before them. They
can see that their counterparts
elsewhere have more say, more
opportunity and more accountabil-
ity from those in power. That com-
parison is a powerful source of
anger. The usual responses are
failing. Labeling protesters as for-
eign-funded or anti-national alien-
ates the many who are neither.
Shutting down the internet con-
firms that the state fears its own
citizens. Promising jobs with no
plan to create them makes the

next protest bigger. What would
work is less dramatic and harder.
It means opening political parties
to internal elections so young
members can rise on merit, not
lineage. It means letting student
politics and campus debate
breathe instead of policing them.
It means credible job programs
tied to the industries actually
growing. And it means accepting
criticism, including on social me-
dia, as a sign that citizens are still
trying to engage rather than giv-
ing up. The diaspora has a part to
play. Young South Asians abroad
watch these movements closely,
and many fund, amplify and defend
them. Diaspora leaders who still
look at the region through their own

youth should listen to their children
and grandchildren, who often under-
stand these movements better than
their elders. Nepal's lesson is not
that protest always wins. ltis that o

ignoring a generation is the fastest
way to be replaced by it. South
Asia's leaders still have time to lis-
ten In Kathmandu that time ran

Cheap Weight-Loss Drugs Are Here. Use Them Wisely

Since Novo Nordisk's Indian
patent on semaglutide expired in
March, generic versions of the
drug behind Ozempic and
Wegovy have flooded the Indian
market. The cheapest options
start at about 1,290 rupees a
month, roughly 90 per cent be-
low the original brand. Similar
generics may appear in other
countries as patents expire. For
a region facing an epidemic of
diabetes and obesity, this could
transform treatment. It also
brings new health risks.

What the drugs do. Semaglutide
belongs to a class called GLP-1
receptor agonists. It mimics a gut
hormone that helps regulate
blood sugar, slows stomach

emptying and reduces appetite.
Clinical trials have shown sub-
stantial weight loss and better
blood sugar control, and some
studies suggest cardiovascular
benefits for certain patients. Why
it matters for South Asians.
People of South Asian origin tend
to develop type 2 diabetes and
heart disease at lower body
weights and younger ages than
many other groups. Research-
ers link this partly to body fat dis-
tribution, especially fat around
the abdomen and internal or-
gans. India alone has more than
100 million people living with dia-
betes. Affordable GLP-1 therapy
could help many of them, if used
appropriately.

The risks.

Side effects: nausea, vomiting,
diarrhea and constipation are
common, especially when start-
ing or increasing the dose.
Muscle loss: rapid weight loss
can include loss of muscle
mass, particularly without ad-
equate protein and strength
training. That matters for older
adults.

Gallbladder and pancreas is-
sues: rare but serious complica-
tions have been reported. Not for
everyone: people with certain
thyroid cancer histories, preg-
nancy and some other condi-
tions should not use these
drugs. Weight regain: many
people regain weight after stop-

ping, so these are often long-term
treatments.

The gray market danger. Cheap
prices and high demand create
opportunities for counterfeit and
unapproved products, especially
online. Fake or contaminated in-
jections can be dangerous. Only
buy from licensed pharmacies
with a valid prescription. Who
should consider them. Doctors
generally recommend GLP-1
drugs for people with type 2 dia-
betes or obesity, especially with
related health problems, as part
of a broader plan that includes
diet, exercise and regular moni-
toring. They are not cosmetic
shortcuts for modest weight
loss.
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Irvine Realtor Arrested at LAX, Accused of
Spying on Taiwanese President's Family for Beijing

LOS ANGELES — FBI agents arrested Wanying Zhang, 34,
of Irvine, California — known to clients as "Heather" — at Los
Angeles International Airport on Sunday, October 4, as she
prepared to board a flight to China. She is
charged with acting as an unregistered
agent of the People's Republic of China. Ac-
cording to the criminal complaint, Zhang trav- ==
eled to the Seattle area in 2025 at the di- &

rection of Chinese government officials and,

and filmed the home and relatives of a se- g
nior Taiwanese government official, then sent _
the images, video and vehicle license-plate -
details back to her handlers. The complaint does not name
the target, but the FBI and multiple outlets identified him as
the son of Taiwan's President Lai Ching-te, who works for Philips
in Seattle. Investigators say Zhang received the assignment at

a June 2025 meeting with a Chinese government contact in
Changsha. The affidavit says she studied at Beijing's Univer-
sity of International Relations — which the FBI describes as
closely tied to China's intelligence
services — and stayed in touch with
a classmate who later became a gov-
* ernment official. During the surveil-
lance, an FBI agent wrote, she re-
= clined her car seat to avoid being
= seen while her associate took pic-
= tures. The FBI warned that such
~ details about a Taiwanese leader's
" family could hand Beijing leverage
over Taipei in any future conflict. Zhang, a naturalized U.S.
citizen, has held a California real-estate license since 2016.
The charge carries up to 10 years in federal prison. She has
not been indicted, and the allegations remain unproven.

FBIand French Police Shut Down Site Selling
Leaked Intimate Images of Young Women and Girls

WASHINGTON — The FBI's Washington Field Office, the
U.S. Attorney's Office for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia and French law enforce- . %
ment have seized two internet domains jg
tied to NudelLeakTeens (NLT), a website
that advertised leaked, sexually explicit
images and videos of young women and
girls for sale. In a coordinated move,
French authorities arrested a man they
believe was the site's main administrator.
Visitors to the seized addresses now see a law-enforcement
seizure notice instead of the marketplace. The takedown is
part of Operation Inevitable, an international effort targeting

Justice Department Charges 16
Non-Citizens With lllegal Voting

Across Five States
WASHINGTON — The Justice Depart-

the spread of child sexual abuse material and the non-con-
sensual publication of intimate images
— acrime that has surged worldwide
as smartphones, cloud leaks and Al
tools make such material easier to
steal, fake and sell. Officials have not
yet released the suspect's name, the
number of victims or the charges he
faces in France. Anyone with informa-
tion about the site, or who believes
their images were posted on it, can report to the FBI at
tips.fhi.gov or to the National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children's CyberTipline.

Minnesota Man, 18, Charged
in ISIS-Inspired Plot to
Shoot Up Mall of America

MINNEAPOLIS — Federal authorities
have charged Sheikhdoon Abdullahi
Mohamud, 18, of Richfield, Minnesota,
with plotting a mass shooting at the Mall
of America in support of the Islamic State.
The FBI arrested him on Wednesday,
October 7, after he bought an AK-47-style
rifle and ammunition from an undercover
agent.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Mohamud shared his plans with
an FBI source in hundreds of messages
since 2024, including a selfie-style video
in which he pledged allegiance to ISIS.
Prosecutors say he hoped to kill 30 to
60 people, singled out the mall because
he believed it was Jewish-owned, and
chose October 24 — the date of a
planned Hmong arts celebration at the
mall — saying he wanted to target Asians
and other non-Muslims. He allegedly
cited the 2016 Pulse nightclub massa-
cre and the 2025 Bondi Beach shooting
in Australia as models. FBI Director
Kash Patel said agents stopped the plan
before anyone was hurt. U.S. Attorney
Daniel Rosen said Mohamud took con-
crete steps toward murdering innocent
people in ISIS's name. Mohamud is
charged with one count of receiving a fire-
arm and ammunition to commit a federal
crime of terrorism, and appeared before
afederal judge on Wednesday. The Mall
of America, in Bloomington, draws
roughly 40 million visitors a year. The
charges are allegations only.

1.5 Probes Nine Elite Universities Over Foreign Workers; TCS,
Infosys, Wipro Suspended fﬂllll Green-Gard Program

ment on Monday, October 5, announced
charges against 16 foreign nationals ac-
cused of voting illegally in federal elec-
tions, falsely claiming U.S. citizenship to
register, or lying about their voting history
during naturalization. Minnesota accounts
for the most cases: 10 defendants from
Liberia, Ghana, Lithuania, Germany,
Bosnia, Brazil, Canada and South Africa,
most accused of voting in the November
5, 2024 election while claiming to be citi-
zens. One, Ghanaian national Joshua
Frederick Kofi Edzie, 63, is accused of
falsely claiming citizenship to vote in both
2024 and August 2026. In Florida, Italian
national Andrea Catanese, 60, allegedly
voted in 2024 and then told immigration
officials he had never voted, while Baha-
mian Terrance Patrick Evans, 37, faces a
count of voting as a non-citizen. Three
lawful permanent residents in Louisiana
— from Cuba, Mexico and Nicaragua —
and a North Macedonian green-card holder
in Wisconsin were also charged.

WASHINGTON — The Trump administration on Thursday,
October 8, opened investigations into nine major universi-
ties over their use of foreign-worker visa programs and sus-
pended some of the world's biggest technology companies
— including India's leading IT firms — from a key green-
card pathway. Vice President JD Vance named the schools
as Harvard, Yale, Stanford, Brown, MIT, Caltech, UC Davis,
the University of Pittsburgh and Arizona State, saying elite
universities bring in foreigners to undercut American wages.
The probe centers on the J-1 exchange-visitor program,
which Vance said the schools use at higher rates than their
peers. Labor Department Inspector General Anthony
D'Esposito said subpoenas have already been served.
Labor Secretary Keith Sonderling announced that
Microsoft, Adobe, Cognizant, Capgemini and India-based
Tata Consultancy Services, Infosys, Wipro and HCL are sus-
pended from the PERM labor-certification program, the first
step in sponsoring H-1B workers for permanent residency.
Officials cited alleged fraud and abuse. The move does not
cancel existing H-1B visas, but it could freeze green-card
hopes for thousands of employees — a large share of them
Indian nationals already stuck in decades-long backlogs. It
follows the $100,000 fee on new H-1B petitions imposed
last year. The companies had not responded at press time.

Cybersecurity Expert Who Ran Florida Ransomware-Recovery Firm Charged With Defrauding Cllents

(Our Staff Reporter) : MIAMI —
Federal prosecutors have
charged a well-known

Industry investigations have
previously found some firms
quietly paying the hackers'

against their own clients; one
negotiator, Angelo Martino of
Florida, received 70 months.

cybersecurity expert who owns
a Florida ransomware-
remediation company with
defrauding the very businesses
that hired him to recover from
cyberattacks.
Ransomware-recovery
firms are paid to restore locked
computer systems after a hack.

ransom while billing clients far
more for supposedly independent
"decryption” work. The case is
the latest blow to an industry built
on trust. Earlier this year, three
former employees of U.S.
incident-response firms were sent
to prison for secretly working with
the BlackCat ransomware gang

Businesses hit by ransomware
are advised to verify a recovery
firm's credentials, demand written
disclosure of any payments
made to attackers, and report
incidents to the FBI's Internet
Crime Complaint Center at
ic3.gov. The charges are
allegations only.
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U.S. Bars TCS, Infosys, Wipro, HCL and Microsoft

From Green-Card Pathway; Vance Targets H-1B Hiring

(Our Staff Reporter) : WASHINGTON — The
Trump administration on Thursday, October 8,
suspended some of the world's largest
technology employers — including India's
biggest IT services firms — from the PERM
labor-certification program, the first step an
employer takes to sponsor a foreign worker for
a green card. Labor Secretary Keith Sonderling
named Microsoft, Adobe, Cognizant,
Capgemini, Tata Consultancy Services, Infosys,
Wipro and HCL. Vice President JD Vance,
announcing the move at the White House, cited
alleged fraud and said the companies had used
H-1B and green-card channels to replace
American workers and hold down wages.
Vance, who has said he would support
scrapping the H-1B program altogether, also

announced investigations into nine universities
over their use of J-1 exchange visas. The
suspension does not cancel existing H-1B visas
or pending green cards already past the PERM
stage, but it blocks these employers from
starting new sponsorships. For thousands of
Indian professionals — many already waiting a
decade or more in the employment-based green-
card backlog — that could mean an indefinite
freeze on the path to permanent residency, or
pressure to switch employers. The move follows
last year's $100,000 fee on new H-1B petitions
and this week's proposed fee on student work
permits. Immigration attorneys advise affected
workers not to change jobs or travel abroad
without first getting legal advice. The companies
had not responded publicly at press time.

U.S. Proposes $70,000 Fee on Universities for
Each Forelgn Student Seeking Work Permit

(Our
WASHINGTON
Department of Homeland

Staff Reporter)

The

u.S.

: would have to pay before
recommending a student, and
Citizenship

more months.

DHS says the fees would cut the
flow of cheap labor, protect
American jobs and push schools
to police "pay-to-stay" fraud. A
department spokesperson said
OPT was never meant to be a
back door into the U.S.
workforce. Universities and
educators reacted with alarm.
NAFSA chief Fanta Aw warned
that driving away international
. students would hurt American
1 innovation and growth, and a
University of Utah official called
the fee an insurmountable
barrier for institutions. More
than 294,000 students used

and

Security has proposed charging
U.S. colleges $70,000 for every
international student they

recommend for Optional
Practical Training (OPT) — the
program that lets F-1 students
work in their field after graduation
—and $30,000 for each renewal.
Under the proposal, a school

Immigration Services would
refuse work authorization if the
fee was unpaid. The money
would go to the U.S. Treasury.
OPT allows up to 12 months of
work per degree level, and
graduates in science,
technology, engineering and
math can extend by up to 24

OPT in 2024-25, according to
the Institute of International
Education. Indian students, the
largest group of international
students in the U.S., stand to
be hit hardest. Public
comments are open through
November 9.

Kolkata to Host Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas 2027, January 7-9

(Our Staff Reporter) :

NEW DELHI — The 19th fessionals, academics and community leaders

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Convention, India's  from around the world. The MEA said registration
largest gathering of its global diaspora, will be held  details and the program will be released later; until

in Kolkata from Janu-

ary 7 to 9, 2027, the

Ministry of External Af- '1 la
fairs announced on Oc-
tober 3. The three-day
event is being orga-
nized by the MEA with
the West Bengal gov-
ernment. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the conven-
tion, and President
Droupadi Murmu will
present the Pravasi

then, people can
contact their nearest
Indian embassy or
consulate. Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas is
observed every Janu-
SIary 9, marking the
day in 1915 when
Mahatma Gandhi re-

y turned to India from
South Africa. It has
= been marked since
2003, and since 2015
the full convention

Bharatiya Samman Awards — India's highest honor
for overseas Indians — and preside over the clos-
ing session. A Youth PBD segment will bring to-
gether young members of the diaspora. The con-
vention is expected to draw entrepreneurs, pro-

has been held every two years, with smaller themed
conferences in between. The last convention was
held January 8-10, 2025, in Bhubaneswar, Odisha,
under the theme "Diaspora's Contribution to a
Viksit Bharat."

Bricks Hurled at Ohio Swaminarayan
Temple Days Before Navratri

(Our Staff Reporter)
RICHMOND HEIGHTS, Ohio —
Someone hurled
bricks through the
windows of the
S h r e e
Swaminarayan '
Vadtal Dham temple
in Richmond
Heights, a Cleveland §§
suburb, on the
evening of Friday,
October 2,
shattering glass into
the building while
several dozen
priests and
worshippers were inside. No one
was hurt. Richmond Heights
police say they have identified a
suspect, who has not been
arrested, and believe the person
was likely in a mental-health
crisis. Detective Evan Wright
said there is no evidence of a
racial or religious motive, but the
investigation continues and
officers will keep patrolling places
of worship. Many in the
community are not reassured.
Rakesh Ranjan, a temple
worshipper and Cleveland
chapter director of the Coalition
of Hindus in North America

: (CoHNA), said the attack came
too close for comfort and he

wants the suspect prosecuted.
CoHNA's Pushpita Prasad said
the incident should be seen
against a broader rise in hate
toward Hindus and South Asians,
pointing to a string of temple
attacks across the U.S. in recent
years. The temple has launched
a $25,000 GoFundMe for repairs
and new security, including
perimeter fencing, cameras and
lighting. Organizers are urging
devotees not to stay away from
the upcoming  Navratri
celebrations. Temples are
encouraged to report any incident
to local police and the FBI.

Former FTC Chief Lina Khan
Calls Al Industry's Voluntary
Safety Pledge a 'Proven Failure'

(Our Staff Reporter)
WASHINGTON — Lina Khan,
the former chair of the Federal
Trade Commission, has warned
against relying on a voluntary
pledge signed by Al industry
leaders at the White House,
calling Big Tech self-regulation
a proven failure. Speaking on
ABC's This Week on Sunday,
October 4, Khan compared the
accord to the self-policing
approach of social-media
companies a decade ago and
said the country should not
repeat that mistake. President
Trump has said the industry will
police itself and that the accord
is "morally" binding on signers.
Khan urged Congress to write
enforceable rules, pointing to

: how lawmakers regulated

railroads, pharmaceuticals and
nuclear power. She said reports
that Al chief executives were
surprised by rogue Al agents
clash with reports that the
companies had been warned
their systems could behave that
way, and called for
investigations into what
happens behind the curtain at
Al firms. She noted that private
lawsuits are already under way.
The FTC recently confirmed a
broad probe of several Al
companies over possible
deceptive practices and
consumer harm. Khan
cautioned that the current FTC
chair has said Trump calls the
shots at the agency.
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Alberta should not rip out the welcome mat

Alberta Premier Danielle Smith’s mean-
spirited government makes it easy to forget
her province’s long history of kindness to
newcomers. I'm thinking back to 1979,
when Alberta welcomed the first of
thousands of refugees who fled Vietnam
by boat in the aftermath of the Vietham
War. Among them was five-year-old Nhung
Tran, who stepped off the plane with her
widowed mother and five siblings. They
had flown to Edmonton from a refugee
camp in Malaysia with no money and few
possessions.

When they arrived, news cameras flashed
at the airport as a young Alberta girl broke
from the welcoming crowd to present Tran
with a doll. Tran grinned and hugged it to
her chest. It was her only toy and for as
long as she lived she cherished it for the
kindness and generosity it represented.
Tran kept the doll as she made her way
through high school and eventually
medical school, where she became a
family physician and, later, a children’s
book author.

The Tran family was sponsored by
members of Our Lady of Mercy Churchin
Enoch, Alta. They furnished a home for
the Trans, helped the children settle in
school and drove them to appointments.
When the family was in a position to buy
a home, one of the sponsors even co-
signed the mortgage. The families stayed
in touch over the years, gathering to
celebrate holidays and special occasions,
including Tran’s marriage to Grant Davies,
a fellow physician.

Inturn, Tran-Davies, as her name became,
did what she could to help others. In 2013,
after a trip to Vietnam where she was
shocked by the widespread poverty, she
established a charity called the Children
of Vietham Benevolent Foundation. The
foundation raised hundreds of thousands
of dollars over the years to provide children
with scholarships and orphanages with
food, and help build schools and bridges
in rural areas devastated by the war.

I met Tran-Davies in 2017, months after
she and a group of friends sponsored a
family of eight Syrian refugees to come
to Edmonton. She was a person who led
by example. Her boundless empathy and
generosity, made you look deep inside
yourself and vow to do better. When the
Syrian family arrived, Tran-Davies chose
a special gift for five-year-old Aima — a
doll, of course — which she gave to the
little girl at the airport.

Tran-Davies died far too young this spring.
She lived long enough to have known about
the first five questions on immigration
policy being put to Albertans in the Oct.
19 referendum. | didn’t talk to her about
the questions, which reflect Smith’s
push to reduce the number of new
immigrants and refugees and charge
them for social programs, education
and healthcare. Programs, it should be
said, that are free for all other
Albertans. | am sure it would have
made Tran-Davies sad and angry.

By asking these questions, the

government is attempting to divide
Alberta residents into us-and-them
camps. The former are people who
have lived in Alberta for a long time and
are either citizens or permanent
residents. The “them” camp are
refugees and other newcomers,
residents without a yet-to-be-defined
“Alberta-approved” immigration status
— many of whom are now probably
regretting their decision to make
Alberta their home.

The very wording of the questions
implies there are legions of newcomers
bankrupting Alberta’s social welfare
programs. Smith has said as much
herself: “For every one dollar of taxes
a guest worker generates, taxpayers
are covering ten dollars in services.”
This assertion may or may not be true.
Lori Williams, a political scientist at
Mount Royal University, said Smith
hasn’t provided any analysis to back
it up. There is some evidence that
Alberta is more prosperous because
of immigration. A study done by
economist Trevor Tombe for the
Calgary Chamber of Commerce
estimates immigrants paid more than
$4.1 billion in Alberta personal income
taxes in 2026. Whatever the truth may
be, it doesn’t seem to matter much to
Smith, who is tying herself in knots to
appease far-right voters who keep any
generosity of spirit they possess well under
wraps. The referendum questions are
antithetical to the generosity shown by

so many Albertans who stepped up to
help Chilean leftists forced to flee their
homes after an American-backed coup
toppled the government of Salvador
Allende and Ismailis kicked out of Uganda
in the 1970s. They don’t mesh with the
kindness of Albertans who, like Tran-
Davies, sponsored more than 1,000
Syrian refugees from 2015 to 2018.
They don’t even match Smith’s own words.
Smith as recently as 2024 badgered the
federal government for more foreign
workers, particularly from Ukraine. It's true
Smith appears willing to exempt
newcomers of her own choosing from the
proposed fees. Still, it’s hard to see how
whipping up anti-immigrant sentiment with
this referendum will help attract the talent
she wants. As a skilled newcomer with
choices, there are friendlier places to land.
We should strive for ways to unite people,
not seek to cleave off a category of
residents entitled to less. Doug Stollery,
Alberta Order of Excellence recipient and
former University of Alberta chancellor,
summed it up best. “Those are not Alberta
values.”
Is that wishful thinking, or does Stollery
speak for a majority of Albertans? It
certainly was true in the 1970s, but those
were different, more optimistic times. We
can only hope that when Albertans go to
the polls on Monday, they reject
separation and dig deep into the kindness
well and say no to the nine.
Adrienne Tanner
Columnist & Contributing Editor

Winnipeg police changes needed, lawyers say in final

inquest arguments in death of First Nations teen

More than six years after 16-year-old Eishia Hudson
was shot and killed by a Winnipeg police officer, a lawyer
for her family urged an inquest judge to make
recommendations in a final report that might help prevent
other young people from meeting a similar fate.
Lawyer Danielle Morrison at one point held back tears
Wednesday as she recalled Eishia's father, William
Hudson, speaking about his daughter at the beginning
of the inquest into her death in February.

"She should have had the opportunity to grow
up,” Morrison said, as members of Hudson's
family and community sat in the courtroom gallery
behind her, still grieving the loss of their daughter,
sister, auntie and friend."No recommendation can
return her to her family, but the court can honour
the preventive purpose of this inquest by
identifying what must be learned, what must
change and what can be done to better protect
the young people who come after her."

Eishia was shot and killed after a chase in a
stolen vehicle on April 8, 2020. A report later
prepared by the Manitoba Advocate for Children k-
and Youth found Eishia didn't always get the support
she needed from Manitoba's government and school
systems.

The first of two days of closing arguments in the inquest
— after what court heard was 20 days of hearings —
heard recommendations from Morrison, inquest counsel
Dayna Steinfeld and First Nations Family Advocate Office
lawyer Seneca Longclaws.

Many of their arguments to presiding Judge Margaret
Wiebe fell along similar lines, including
recommendations for changes to Winnipeg police
policies and training for situations like the one that

resulted in Eishia's death.

Other recommendations included re-examining how
police interact with young people and reviewing cultural
competency training.

The inquest also heard suggestions for how the force
should handle the race-based data it previously said it
planned to start collecting for use-of-force incidents,
including that any data should be made public.

AR
An agreed statement of facts prepared for the inquest
said Eishia was with a group of teens who robbed a
liquor store the day she was killed. One of those teens
threatened to stab a security guard before the group
took off in a stolen Jeep, driven by Eishia.
Police started the pursuit after an employee reported
the theft, describing the suspects as Indigenous youths,
the agreed facts said.
"The family does not ask this court to ignore those facts,
or the risk confronting police officers and members of
the public," Morrison said.
"What the family asks is that those facts not end the

inquiry."

Word choices 'shape how the public understands'
Police use of the word "rammed" to describe Eishia's
actions in the vehicle during the pursuit— both internally
as officers responded, and to the public after her death
— also came up repeatedly during lawyers' closing
arguments.

The agreed facts prepared for the inquest said one of
the police units dispatched that day radioed to
"advise the Jeep had rammed their police
cruiser," which happened when the officers tried
to stop the Jeep in a cul-de-sac.

The Jeep had driven past the cruiser, making
contact with its front while driving over
someone's front lawn, the agreed facts said. It
continued west, and the officers told the police
operator they were in pursuit.

Horrison said evidence heard during the inquest
showed the word "rammed" could be used within
the police force to describe deliberate contact,
"without necessarily conveying speed, force,
damage, direction or circumstances of that
contact."

"Words, used in a fast-moving police operation, are not
mere labels. They are information from which other
officers may infer intention and danger,” she said.

The family's lawyer said language that is more precise,
while still brief, is needed "to distinguish low-speed or
basic contact from deliberate assaultive use of a vehicle."
That concern extends to the police force's public
description of the incident that led to the teen's death.
"A description of an encounter can shape how the public
understands a deceased person before all the relevant
facts are established,” Morrison said.
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Canadian intelligence infographic identifies
India as a major foreign-interference concern

Report based on an unclassified infographic attributed to the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS)

OTTAWA: An unclassified infographic
attributed to the Canadian Security
Intelligence Service (CSIS) identifies
India as the second most pervasive
foreign-interference perpetrator in
Canada, outlining alleged efforts to
influence political decision-making,
diaspora communities and democratic
processes in pursuit of geopolitical
objectives.

Titled “Foreign Interference Landscape
in Canada: Key Actors and Objectives,”
the infographic describes foreign
interference as clandestine, deceptive
or threatening activities carried out by
foreign states or their proxies within or
against Canada and Canadian interests.
The assessment outlines the methods,
actors and objectives that the
intelligence agency attributes to foreign-
interference activities. The allegations
and forecasts presented in the graphic
have not been independently verified for
this report and should be understood as
claims attributed to the source
document.

India’s alleged foreign-interference
activities

According to the infographic, India's

Parti

growing international influence, alongside
its stated intent and capabilities, could
be used to pursue geopolitical interests
by interfering in Canadian communities
and democratic institutions.

The graphic characterizes the alleged
activities as opportunistic and not limited
to any particular political party. It also
suggests that such efforts could target
all levels of government, including federal,
provincial and municipal institutions.
The infographic further states that,
following the expulsion of six Indian
diplomats and consular officials over
alleged foreign-interference activities, the
Government of India would likely continue
attempts to influence Canadian political
actors over the subsequent year. It also
forecasts that efforts could be directed
towards laying the groundwork for
interference in the next federal election.
The document predicts that India may
refine its operational methods and
security practices to make alleged
interference activities more difficult for
Canadian authorities to detect.

Indian officials and alleged proxy
networks

The infographic identifies Indian
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government officials and diplomats, along
with declared and undeclared Indian
intelligence officers, as actors it alleges
may be involved in foreign-interference
activities in Canada.

It also raises concerns about certain
Indo-Canadian ethnic media outlets and
social-media channels, alleging that
some promote pro-India messaging
intended to undermine the Canada-based
Khalistani movement.

The graphic describes proxy agents and
organizations as another potential
component of foreign-interference
operations. According to the
assessment, these individuals or groups
may receive direct or indirect instructions
from the Indian government and could
assume a more significant role following
the expulsion of diplomats.

The infographic does not, by itself,
establish that every individual, media
outlet or organization falling within these
broad categories has engaged in unlawful
activity.

Alleged methods of influence and
coercion

The document outlines several methods
that it says may be used to influence or

pressure individuals and communities in
Canada.

These allegedly include using visa
issuance as leverage, placing individuals
on travel blacklists, monitoring or
surveilling community organizations, and
threatening family members living in India.
The infographic also identifies
disinformation and media-influence
campaigns as potential tools for shaping
public opinion, influencing political
debate and advancing foreign-government
interests.

According to the assessment, such
methods could be used to discourage
opposition, influence community
leadership and create pressure on
individuals who challenge the policies
or objectives of a foreign government.
The CSIS-attributed graphic identifies
three principal objectives associated
with the alleged activities. The first
is to exert control or influence over
ethnic, cultural and religious
community groups in Canada. The
second is to pressure Canadian
politicians and decision-makers to adopt
positions and policies favourable to the
Government of India.
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