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Book Free First Consultation Now

Registered
Canadian
Immigration
Consultant

For all kinds of
immigration advice call

514-559-7525 (RCIC, M Engg)
gpsinghimmigration@gmail.com

e Study Permit
e CAQ/CSQ

e Super visa

¢ Family sponsorship
¢ Express entry

¢ Citizenship

* PCC/ PR card Renew

e Work Permit
¢ Tourist Visa
¢ PNP
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Offers valid from October 29t to November 4", 2026
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Happy Diwali!

Haldiram’s Indian snack‘g,jf'
selected varieties
90-160g

Quality brown sugar

Suraj® aged basmati rice
3.63kg

Hamdard Rooh Afza
beverage
800mL

Brar's milk cake,
frozen

4009

]Q:rkure

MASALA MUNCH

-

Kurkure snacks,
selected varieties

1159

J< 19 6 g2 3 ©T Trim adeT I< |

Please Send Biodata and

Pictures. Contact: Cell 514-465-
8920, Whatsapp 514-465-8920

fen s® ddsTE BT & B fuseT
gler I I39at & foar, 9ait I fea
J fa fen &% a¥t g9a adt Uer fa
nirt fer & aet wm &7 fee gt A &t
Bt =I3C I IHI3=YLs feg Ifa femr
&8 da3T @ ot ot fueant feg ot
BIX ULIT I AT 39 I 33T e
JI MTHTE M3 U yeHufawg e
fa< g&arm, 3t 7wt vyt fereait
MUS IS & AP AT |

o5, 7t it geret gt g Urmet i € 15 Qesat & fig st e

Aot : faﬁnawsaﬁwa’rﬂ’r Tt gEet e gaTaT-er@‘i?ra’ramTfa—e'?;ﬂa’r—
W%Huwﬁmgls@)ﬂmxmgeaﬁ fogsdas 3 s .4t € iger feuféa Jigt
Goulie Shims & UHIS 8905 13 a8 ators gt fotget yamee fest
35 39 Bu & fuss wdls feg fes 12 vileeg drgefee w3 3 Bhitee
wiE STt &% AUz 95 | daafee uraet
aﬂﬁeﬁn{rmﬂwmmw@%w—aah?

Iais. st S omisT g & s Hares fee
JIfed™ I AHT HI3T & Aat-AaU el fasa 3
i3 yuz 13t | 99 drasfes Agwt f[Sg gans
ECIR ﬂsTsa' At g5d, HisaT Hos, USaT3
ﬁwwéungmamws’rtﬂ B TH
SuE, faat HaH™ w3 3fast MasT Az 3T IS |
Wf?ar &3P W arar gt & i fegt o
Wﬁmmaﬂﬁalmmaw
93 Htet =75t feurs AT 9 &9, 99 Rt 2t
ot fare 3t Harg' drd<fee & 64, Ha STt &
27m—;ra:ﬂ?m?“;2ﬂﬂz+fﬁ3°mr'ram1928§*
gie feg dad<feed f Ufast goH3 =5t
AIag T 17 & 3Tt mirgr 3fes gt & oo &t
fad=rat fent niaster e fdaT T 152 96
A7 3T Yig B9& S9ans & faor fa ‘gt At
TAet 3T I BETT

Mother’s Magic Himalayan

pink rock salt

NETWT/POIDS NET 850 (3002)

+1Xx

no name®
dishwashing liquid
800mL

PRAN samosa or
spring rolls, frozen

noname: sananomy: 1520243175

Participating stores: MAX] : Laval (René Laennec, St-Frangois, Fabreville) Pierrefonds, Lachenaie, Masson, Chéteauguay, Laplaine, Gatineau (De la Savane, Vanier), St-Léonard Jean-Talon (Langelier), Hull, Mascouche, Brossard du Quartier, Préfontaine,
Lasalle Dollard, Place Versailles, Greenfield Park, Terrebonne (Moody, Gascon), Dorval, Lachine, Brossard, Pointe-aux-Trembles, Angrignon. MAXI & CIE ; Montréal (Jean-Talon, Cavendish, Riviere des Prairies, St-Laurent, Pointe-Claire) Laval (St-Martin, Vimont),

Bedford, Papineau, Repentigny, Pie-IX, Pincourt, Longueuil, St-Hubert, Rosemere.
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—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal.
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

http://www.transportpad.

Experience

HVe el
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contact Inf0:438:929:8017
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GLUBE
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Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,
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com
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AUTCH 568, Helg Jo%, MTElS, ocelban,
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Instagram:IAMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.
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Middle Power Myths, And Why The West
Needs To Stop Putting India In A ‘Box’

India is not a “middle power” waiting to find its place in a Trump-disrupted world; it is

a rising power that refuses to be squeezed into someone else’s geopolitical hierarchy

Canada has faced insults and contempt
from US President Donald Trump as well
as economic pressure. This has goaded
Prime Minister Mark Carney to widen his
country’s geopolitical and economic
options. At the Davis Economic Forum,
he spoke of “middle powers” joining

together to carve out a more autonomous |

role for themselves at the international
level.
This has triggered discussions on many

platforms on the international role of -'
“middle powers” in the light of huge

geopolitical, economic, technology and
security disruptions caused by the Trump
administration.

There is no agreed definition of the
attributes of “middle powers”. It would
seem that major European countries,
such as the UK, Germany and France,
are now seen as “middle powers”. Former
UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak in a panel
discussion at the recent Munich Security
Conference in Delhi on “middle powers”
was comfortable with the idea of the UK
being a “middle power”. Japan, Brazil,
Turkey and Indonesia are also classified
as such in the current discourse.

The genesis of this “middle powers”
concept is essentially the disarray in the
western world because of the mannerin
which the Trump administration is bullying
Europe and its other allies. Trump has
discomposed the NATO alliance at a time
when the alliance is deeply involved in a
proxy war against Russia in Ukraine.
Trump, Vance and others are openly
interfering in the internal political affairs
of Europe, attacking personally some
European leaders, supporting right wing
parties, lambasting European policies on
uncontrolled migration to the point of
wondering whether the European allies
can remain dependable when political
power slips eventually into the hands of
Muslim migrants.

With Trump’s hectoring of Europe and a
growing recognition that Europe faces a
structural change in its relations with the
US, Europe sees the necessity of re-
ordering its ties with the non-western
world. Drawing closer to India is an option,
which explains the FTA with India as well
as an intensive engagement of India by
major European countries. This, of
course, is in India’s interests too as the
Trump administration has delivered
serious blows to bilateral ties on a number
of issues. Once again the issue of trust
has arisen in India-US ties, which in the
last couple of decades had begun to
dissipate.

Is India a “middle power” is a question
now being discussed in think tank and
other circles. The question got attention
when at the Munich Security Conference
organised in New Delhi, a “middle powers”
panel was organised in which India
participated.

India is obviously not a “great power” yet.
Itis not a permanent member of the UN
Security Council. Itis, however, a nuclear
and missile power as well as a space
power. It possesses large and strong
military although its domestic defence
manufacturing base is still deficient. India

exercises strategic autonomy but it still
has many vulnerabilities and external
dependencies.

But India is not a “middle power”. Its status
is sui generis. It is the biggest country in
the world population-wise. It has a young
population. Its economy is growing, with
a general international consensus that it
will be the third largest economy in the
world in a few years. In PPP terms, India
is already the third largest. It has very
considerable human talent, which in
scale is a big national and even an
international asset.

The big European countries are still
powerful but they are not rising powers.
They are declining powers, with a declining
population, and the issue before them is
to manage their decline and preserve their
prosperity. Unlike India they are
dependent on their security on the US.
Germany hosts several US bases and US
nuclear weapons are stationed on its soil.
In a sense, Germany is still an occupied
country.

Unlike most of the other “middle powers”
which are compelled by alliances to

operate in blocs, India engages all sides,
be it US, Russia and even China. Europe
today has essentially cut off ties with
Russia. How many “middle powers” have
the capacity to straddle the rich North and
poor South. India has more geopolitical
manoeuvrability. That India has
dependencies does not make it a “middle
power”, as we are not unique in this regard
in this interdependent and connected
world. Even the hands of the US are tied
to a degree because of its dependence
on China for critical raw materials and
technologies. India is a rising power. Itis
managing its security challenges, and
serious ones at that, without hosting
foreign bases on its soil and joining any
military alliance. Canada and the
European “middle powers”, despite two
them being permanent members of the
UNSC and nuclear powers, are dependent
on their security on NATO which is US-
led. They see themselves as “middle
powers” bracketed by the US on one side
and China on the other.

India does not have the same perspective.
It defines itself as a civilisational power,

which means that unlike the US which is
250 years old and Europe’s limited
historical depth as a civilisation (Gandhi
disputed the idea of a European
civilisation) India posits its contribution
to human civilisation over thousands of
years, and today India believes it can
contribute once again globally its way of
looking at and dealing the world rooted in
its civilisation. India has never seen itself
as the centre of the universe, as some
sort of a heavenly kingdom. It has no
history of colonialism, slavery, physically
exterminating people, races, even
animals, using religion to subjugate other
people and commit atrocities in the name
of faith. India has accepted diversity in
thought, language, culture and religion.
Its civilisation has respected nature. India
historically has been a strong trading
nation, both eastwards and westwards.
This is the legacy that India as it rises
can contribute to the functioning of the
global community. India can be a force
for peace and stability in the world as it
becomes more influential.

By Kanwal Sibal

What Lula’s Victory In Brazil Means For Trump, BRICS, India, And The World

“You will choose whether you live in fear or
the criminals will fear us," was one of Flavio
Bolsonaro’s most potent campaign lines
against Leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva. Brazilians almost agreed. Yet,
they didnt. After losing the first round by
over two million votes, Lula came back to
clinch the run-off and stall the renewed rise
of Brazil’s Right. He blocked Flavio’s
spirited campaign to avenge his
incarcerated father’s controversial defeat in
the 2022 election. Jair Bolsonaro was sent
to jail for 27 years and three months on
charges of plotting a military coup to
overturn the election defeat. Lula’s win in
Sunday’s run-off has considerable
ramifications in South America, the US,
BRICS, and the rest of the world, including
India. It impedes the recent march of the
Right in Latin America, coming on the back
of wins by conservative forces in Argentina
(under Javier Milei), Chile, Peru, and
Colombia. Left-ruled Mexico and Uruguay
would have been further isolated had
Bolsonaro won . Unlike Flavio, who
promised bilateral trade bypasses, Lula
champions traditional regional
mechanisms like Mercosur, UNASUR,

and CELAC. His victory protects the
negotiated framework of the EU-Mercosur
trade agreement. Globally, it checks the
rightward march. But Donald Trump
stands to lose the most. He threw all his
weight behind the Bolsonaros. He had
raised tariffs on Brazilian goods to 50 per
cent last year, angry at Jair Bolsonaro’s
prosecution. He then doubled down with
another 25 per cent on some goods this
summer. A friendly Brasilia would have
meant a major foreign-policy win for Trump,
besides trade and price relief just before
the US midterms. It would have given the
Republican midterm campaign a lot of
momentum. Flavio was keen to be part of
Trump’s ‘Shield of the Americas’ security
coalition, which Lula has refused to join.
The alliance seeks to treat major Brazilian
criminal factions like the PCC and
Comando Vermelho as terrorist
organisations. The war on drugs would
have a new force-multiplier. And Brazil
would have part of more intel-sharing and
joint ops with the US. But, in spite of
Trump’s rare generosity, Flavio failed to
deliver the return gift. Israel will be
disappointed too. In Bolsonaro, it could

have got one more ally in Latin America.
But Lula’s fourth term will make the
European Union happy. It was anxious
about a further boost to the right-wing, anti-
immigration wave within it and Bolsonaro’s
transactional views on climate.

China gains too. It is already Brazil's
biggest trade partner. Lula strengthens the
anti-US lobby of China and Russia within
BRICS. India may have wanted some
balance in BRICS instead of a staunch
anti-America outlook, but PM Narendra
Modi’s foreign policy is pragmatic, flexible,
and nimble enough to turnitto its advantage
and use it as a lever against American
bullying and blackmail. Although Jair
Bolsonaro was the chief guest at India’s
2020 Republic Day and PM Modi shares
warm bonds with the family, his personal
equation with Lula is equally warm. India’s
$15 billion bilateral trade with its largest
South American partner is likely to stay
on course and grow to $20-30 billion shortly.
And even if minor disagreements arise,
Indians at large will agree with one
unwavering truth: that Brazil will remain
their favourite footballing superpower.

By : Abhijit Majumder
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The high-altitude menagerie: Why
money can t buy civic decency

It takes a special kind of modern hysteria
to turn a thirty-thousand-foot transit cabin
into a crucible of chaos. On October 11,
2026, an IndiGo flight from Delhi to
Chennai was forced to divert to
Hyderabad after a passenger's power
bank caught fire in an overhead bin. The
cabin crew extinguished the blaze with
textbook precision, and the aircraft landed
safely. But once the acrid smoke
cleared, it left behind a stark reminder of
how an everyday gadget — tucked away
like an unexploded relic of our digital
obsession — can endanger everyone on
board. Terrorists can use faulty Battery
Backups to start a fire on board the plane.
They should be totally banned in
handbags too. Many travellers may carry
these in their check-in baggage. Such
bags should be off loaded from the plane
because it's a matter of time before some
public enemy weaponises the innocent
battery backup.

The incident raises an obvious safety
question: how many passengers
actually understand what they can
and cannot carry onto a plane?

The rules governing batteries, e-
cigarettes, and hazardous materials vary
widely across borders and airlines. The
International Air Transport Association
mandates that spare lithium batteries
stay in cabin baggage — where a thermal
runaway can be caught quickly — rather
than in checked luggage. Even mercury
thermometers (often assumed to be
universally banned due to mercury's
ability to dissolve aluminium airframes)
are permitted under specific conditions
by certain safety bodies. Passengers
need clear, accessible instructions, not
a confusing patchwork of restrictions.
Yet, I'm far less concerned about the
passenger who stumbles over a complex
baggage regulation than the one who
knows fully well that they are
inconveniencing others — but he simply
doesn't care. THE ANATOMY OF THE

UNCOUTH TRAVELLER

We have all encountered this person.
India's travel boom has created a new
class of consumers who have mastered
buying the ticket, booking the resort, and
broadcasting the vacation, but still haven't
grasped a basic truth: paying for a
vacation does not buy you the right to
exploit everyone around you.

You see it everywhere:

The Cabin Living Room: Treating a
cramped, pressurised tube as a personal
lounge — blaring social media reels
without headphones, peeling fruit onto
airport carpets, or leaving hotel
bedsheets in a disgraceful heap while
bagging cream, shampoo, soap, etc.,
from the bathroom.

The Airport Picnic: Unpacking greasy,
highly aromatic food across departure
gate seats or middle rows, completely
indifferent to trapped neighbour
passengers.

Vandals of the Public Domain: The
astonished gentleman caught spitting
betel juice onto the pristine pillars of
Connaught Place, genuinely shocked
that law enforcement might challan him
for "decorating" public property.

The Buffet Raid: Stashing breakfast
croissants and boiled eggs into plastic
bags to sneak back to the room,
mistaking hospitality with wholesale
looting. This behaviour isn't rooted in
ignorance. It stems from a dangerous mix

of newly acquired wealth, feudal
mindsets, and digital clout. Social media
compounds the problem by turning travel
into a performance where a stranger's
misery is a small price to pay for a few
thousand likes.

To be clear, the vast majority of Indian
travellers are considerate, courteous, and
conduct themselves with dignity. Nor is
obnoxious behaviour an Indian monopoly
— British weekenders routinely lay siege
to European towns, and rowdy spring-
breakers trash beaches worldwide. But
another country's vulgarity is no excuse
for our own.
GANDHI'S
CHALLENGE
India has a long history of arguing against
this specific brand of civic irresponsibility.
Mahatma Gandhi made sanitation both
a personal and political duty. At the 1901
Congress session in Calcutta, he was
appalled to find volunteers refusing to
clean latrines, insisting it was "a
scavenger's work". Gandhi challenged the
deep-seated feudal assumption that one
person is entitled to create filth simply
because someone else is paid — or
socially designated — to clean it up.
His argument remains uncomfortably
relevant today. Whether it's an airline
passenger or a luxury hotel guest, buying
aticket doesn't give anyone a licence to
dump the consequences of their
arrogance on housekeeping staff or cabin

UNCOMFORTABLE

crew.
A country's standing is not measured
only by the airports it builds or the number
of citizens who can afford international
travel. It is measured by whether those
citizens can behave considerately when
nobody is watching.

CLEAR RULES, SWIFT FINES, REAL

- ACCOUNTABILITY

It is time to stop issuing pious appeals
for "civic sense" and start enforcing the
rules. We don't need arbitrary blacklists
based on personal dislikes or social
media outrage. We need predictable,
consistent enforcement over vindictive
scolding:
In-Flight Misconduct: For severe safety
risks or abusive behaviour, create a clear,
evidence-backed global list of habitual
offenders and backlist their passports.
Hotel & Resort Property Abuse: Establish
industry-wide logging of property damage
and policy breaches, backed by clear
evidence and a fair right of appeal.
Public Vandalism & Disturbance: Issue
immediate, non-negotiable fines at
airports, heritage sites, and public
beaches for littering, noise pollution and
harassment.
At the same time, authorities must fulfil
their end of the bargain. Civil aviation
bodies need to explain safety rules in
plain English. Airports must provide
working facilities, clean spaces, and
clear signage. You cannot demand civic
responsibility from citizens while offering
neglected infrastructure in return.
A power bank fire can bring down
an aircraft. A paan stain on a
marble pillar won't. But both point
to a question we can no longer
afford to dodge: why should
everyone else have to pay for our
carelessness? It's time to explain
the rules, enforce them fairly,
penalise repeat offenders, and stop
confusing wealth with civilisation.
Anil Bhasin

Between collapse of certainties and promise of change

We are at the cusp of a new
global order and, hopefully, a new
national order. Gen Z around the
world are uneasy. The global
economic order has failed to
deliver. High rates of
unemployment, inflation and
perceived autocratic regimes have
sparked widespread protests. The
closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
the ongoing conflictin West Asia
with no signs of subsiding and US
President Donald Trump's desire
to make America ‘Great Again’
have led to impositions that the
world has resisted.

The balance of power seems
to be shifting to our part of the
world, with China and India
providing the largest markets for
future prosperity. Conflicts
between Russia and Ukraine as
well as Iran and Israel have
resulted in uncertainties and
shortfalls in the supply of oil and
inputs necessary for economic
prosperity. These conflicts have
left inputs required by both the
manufacturing and service
industries in short supply,

affecting agriculture and many
other sectors. The fact that China
has the largest accumulation of
rare-earth elements also impacts
the global balance of power. The
United States has little choice but
to collaborate with China due to
the inter-dependence of the
world’s two largest economies.

Relations between the United
States and Europe, Canada and
some countries in South America
have come under strain, which is
why Europe has negotiated a free
trade agreement with India for
mutual benefit. The spectre of
high tariffs on Indian exports has
led our businesses to seek new
markets, which, in a sense, is a
blessing in disguise. In the future,
we may not be entirely dependent
on the United States to sustain
our export industry. However, the
US will continue to be our largest
trading partner in the years to
come. We are not sure what the
emerging global economic and
political order will look like.

The seeds of change in India
are visible. In recent protests, we

have witnessed the anger of this
country's youth. The organic
nature of these protests reflects
the scepticism of the poor and
marginalised, marginalised along
with the middle class, as the
political establishment in India is
notin a position to provide a just
and fair framework that fulfils their
aspirations. This government has
not brought about the kind of
change in education and
healthcare needed to empower
youth and develop the human
capital India needs to compete
with the rest of the world.

In education, the government
has paid little attention to skilling
our youth to meet the challenges
of the emerging global economic
order. The necessity of
embracing artificial intelligence
was not on the government’s
radar, despite the fact that it is
destined to play a crucial role in
the years ahead. The traditional
way of education does not even
attempt to develop the kind of
skills that the young in our
country need to acquire.

Disparities in education impact
the marginalised, relatively poor
and underprivileged as they seek
to compete with children
belonging to the middle class and
the privileged. Middle-class youth
are also feeling the pinch of rising
unemployment; the educated
have to compromise their
aspirations by being
underemployed. Displeasure
among the young was clearly
evident during the protests at
Jantar Mantar.

As far as the health sector is
concerned, it is vital not only for
developing human capital, but
also for ensuring that every family
in the country has access to
quality healthcare. It is perceived
that an autocratic political
system, which cares little for
those who dissent, tends to use
the State machinery to silence
voices crying for change. The
situation became even more
complicated in light of recent
revelations about how the State
machinery, in collaboration with
the Chief Election Commissioner,

manipulated the voters’ list,
which resulted in the deletion of
lakhs of voters. This has also
taken a communal colour, as
large sections of the minority
community have been deleted
from the electoral rolls as a
matter of political strategy in
order to woo the majority. The
reason for these protests is no
longer a matter of speculation.
These are the culmination of
years of the blatant and unjust
exercise of State power against
academics, journalists, political
opponents and young students.
The country has also lost its
leadership of the Global South
due toits inability to raise its voice
in support of the Palestinian
cause and the two-state solution.
Our ostensible siding with the
United States and Israel has
resulted in a loss of face, even
as the United Kingdom and many
European countries have
condemned Israel for its actions
against Palestine, especially
against the young and vulnerable.
By Kapil Sibal
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The Al Cybersecurity Paradox: Why India Must
Prepare For Breaches Before They Happen

In the age of Al, cybersecurity is the national responsibility of ensuring that when defences fail,
the systems supportlng India's economy and public life do not fail with them

As artificial intelligence
transforms digital payments,
financial services and public
infrastructure, India must move
beyond conventional cyber
defence and build a national
strategy centred on resilience,
rapid response and technological
self-reliance

Artificial intelligence s
fundamentally changing the
character of cybersecurity. For
decades, organisations have
relied on firewalls, security
patches, employee training and
access controls to keep attackers
out. These measures remain
essential, but they are no longer
sufficient in a world where Al can
automate reconnaissance,
identify weaknesses and
potentially coordinate attacks at
unprecedented speed.

The challenge is no longer simply
to prevent cyberattacks. It is to
anticipate their consequences,
contain their spread and restore
essential services before
individual breaches become
systemic crises.

The reported vulnerabilities in
PHP, a programming language
used extensively across the
internet, illustrate this dilemma.
The accompanying analysis
highlights the enormous number
of potentially exposed systems
and the time organisations may
require to remediate
vulnerabilities. Artificial
intelligence could widen this gap
between the speed of exploitation
and the capacity to respond.
For India, which has invested
heavily in digital public
infrastructure, this is not merely
a technical concern. It is a
question of economic resilience,
national security and public trust.
From Prevention to Resilience
Traditional cybersecurity
assumes that sufficiently strong
defences can prevent most
attacks. Yet interconnected
software, cloud services, third-
party vendors and legacy
systems make complete

prevention increasingly difficult.
A more realistic approach is to
adopt an assumption-of-breach
strategy: prepare for the
possibility that an attacker will
penetrate a system, while
continuing to strengthen preventive
controls.

This means investing equally in
detection, containment, recovery
and business continuity.
Organisations must know which
systems are compromised, how
to isolate them, how to preserve
evidence and how to restore
services without reinfecting their
networks.

Al presents a dual challenge. It
can help defenders identify
unusual activity and analyse
security logs, but it can also lower
the cost of certain attacks. The
outcome will depend partly on
whether institutions can deploy
defensive capabilities at the speed
required.

Why India’s Digital Economy Is
Exposed

ndia’s digital transformation offers
a compelling example of the
opportunities and risks of
interconnected infrastructure. The
Unified Payments Interface (UPI),
mobile banking, digital identity
systems and online public
services have expanded access
and convenience on a vast scale.
However, the same
interconnectedness can allow a
vulnerability in a widely used
software component or technology
provider to affect multiple
organisations simultaneously.
Imagine an Al-assisted operation
that compromises credentials,
manipulates payment requests
and moves funds through multiple
accounts. Conventional fraud
systems might flag individual
transactions without immediately
recognising the coordinated
pattern. Similarly, a compromised
third-party service provider could
become a pathway into several
organisations.

These are illustrative scenarios,
not claims that every such attack

2§ compromise

is currently occurring at scale.
Their significance lies in the need
to prepare for threats that cross
institutional boundaries.

India’s financial infrastructure
must therefore be protected as an
ecosystem rather than as a
collection of isolated banks and
payment applications.

Concrete Policy Actions India
Should Prioritise

India does not need to build its
cybersecurity framework from
scratch. It already has important
institutional foundations, including
the Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In), the
National Critical Information
Infrastructure Protection Centre
(NCIIPC) and sectoral financial
regulators. The priority should be
to strengthen implementation,
coordination and measurable
outcomes.

First, make vulnerability
management continuous and
time-bound. CERT-In should work
with sectoral regulators to
establish risk-based remediation
deadlines for critical vulnerabilities
in government systems, financial
infrastructure and essential
services. Internet-facing systems
with actively exploited
vulnerabilities should receive
immediate attention, while
organisations should maintain
verified inventories of software,
dependencies and exposed
assets. CERT-In’s July 2025
Comprehensive Cyber Security
Audit Policy Guidelines provide an
existing  foundation  for
strengthening consistent security
assessments. The government
should ensure that audit findings
lead to documented remediation
and independent verification,
rather than merely generating
compliance reports.

Second, strengthen incident
reporting and coordinated
response. CERT-In’s 2022
directions already require
specified cyber incidents to be
reported within six hours of
noticing them or being informed

of them. India should build on this
framework through standardised
incident-reporting formats, secure
information-sharing channels and
clearly defined escalation
procedures. Organisations should
be able to submit preliminary
reports promptly and provide
technical updates as
investigations progress. Sectoral
response teams should then
disseminate relevant indicators of
without
unnecessarily exposing customer
information. The objective is to
ensure that one institution’s
experience becomes a warning
system for the wider ecosystem.
Third, establish measurable
cyber-resilience requirements for
critical infrastructure. NCIIPC,
CERT-In and the relevant sectoral
authorities should coordinate
periodic exercises involving banks,
telecommunications providers,
electricity utilities, government
data centres and other critical
service operators. These
exercises should simulate
ransomware, compromised cloud
services, malicious software
updates and attacks on shared
technology providers.
Participating organisations should
demonstrate that they can isolate
affected networks, preserve
essential services, restore clean
backups and communicate with
other agencies. Results should be
assessed against defined recovery
objectives, with sensitive
operational details protected.
Fourth, strengthen financial-sector
defences. The Reserve Bank of
India’s 2024 Master Directions on
Cyber Resilience and Digital
Payment Security Controls for
non-bank Payment System
Operators already establish a
regulatory framework for improving
payment security.
Implementation should be
accompanied by regular
adversarial testing, stronger third-
party risk assessments and
secure recovery procedures. RBI,
banks, payment operators and
relevant ecosystem participants
should also improve the exchange
of fraud indicators and suspicious
transaction patterns, subject to
legal and privacy safeguards. The
aim should be to detect
coordinated activity across
institutions rather than relying
exclusively on individual
transaction alerts.

Fifth, secure Al agents before
granting them operational
authority. MeitY and relevant
regulators should develop risk-
based security requirements for Al
systems that can access financial
accounts, modify databases,
execute payments or operate
critical infrastructure. These
requirements should include
least-privilege access, transaction
limits, tamper-resistant audit
trails, independent identity
verification and human approval for
high-impact actions. Al agents
should not inherit unrestricted
permissions merely because they

operate through an authenticated
employee or customer account.
Organisations must also test these
systems against prompt injection,
manipulated inputs, data leakage
and unauthorised tool use.

Sixth, translate data-protection
law into stronger security
practices. The Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023, and the
DPDP Rules, 2025, establish a
framework for the protection and
lawful processing of digital
personal data. Organisations
should integrate these obligations
with practical measures such as
data minimisation, access
monitoring, encryption, secure
deletion and tested breach-
response procedures. Regulators

should provide clear
implementation guidance,
particularly  for  smaller

organisations that handle sensitive
customer information but lack
extensive security teams.
Seventh, invest in indigenous
cybersecurity research and skilled
personnel. India should expand
support for vulnerability research,
secure software development, Al
red-teaming, threat-intelligence
platforms and locally developed
defensive  tools. Public
procurement can encourage
secure-by-design software,
transparent vulnerability
disclosure and appropriate
security documentation from
technology suppliers. Universities,
technical institutes and industry
should collaborate on practical
training, cyber ranges and
incident-response exercises.
Domestic capability should
complement international
cooperation, not become an
excuse for technological isolation.
Cybersecurity Is National
Resilience

Avrtificial intelligence has changed
the economics and tempo of cyber
conflict. It offers defenders
powerful tools, but it can also help
adversaries exploit weaknesses
more efficiently. India’s response
must therefore combine preventive
security, rapid detection,
institutional coordination and
reliable recovery.

The central lesson of the PHP
vulnerability debate is
straightforward: vulnerabilities
may be inevitable, but
catastrophic consequences are
not. India should build a system
in which critical weaknesses are
addressed promptly, breaches are
reported and contained quickly,
essential services remain
operational and compromised
systems can be restored safely.
The country’s digital ambitions will
be sustainable only if trust and
resilience develop alongside
innovation. In the age of Al,
cybersecurity is no longer simply
the task of keeping intruders
outside a digital fortress. It is the
national responsibility of ensuring
that when defences fail, the
systems supporting India’s
economy and public life do not fail
with them.
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World craving for a third voice to fil ywmng gap

In Davos earlier this year, Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney tried to rally the
“middle powers” around by warning that
“if we're not at the table, we’re on the
menu”. It was a reaction to Trump’s huge
pressure on Canada. For Carney, middle
powers essentially meant Western middle
powers (and possibly a few non-Western
ones who think like them) getting together
to protect Western values, liberal order
and, most importantly, status quo.
Without entering into the thicket of
defining middle powers, suffice to say that
these are countries that are big enough
to influence geopolitics globally or
regionally and also willing to use that
power to do so. Hence, it combines
capability with the will to use it. After the
Second World War, the Cold War blocs—
the US and Soviet Union, which wanted
the world order to be moulded in their own
image—provoked the middle powers of
that time—India, Yugoslavia, Egypt,
Indonesia and Ghana—to found the Non-
Alignment Movement, where the
developing countries took this “third path”.
Now history has come a full circle, though
the world looks very different. Itis the US
and China pushing for their own vision of
the future. There is now space—in fact,
a need—to have a third voice or voices.
But how can Canada or larger European
countries be that fulcrum for a third voice
when all they want is to preserve the
status quo of the old order from which
they have hugely benefitted? Middle
powers like France and ltaly are also
being severely challenged from within.
Japan and Australia may think more
independently, but they have not yet come
out of their Western alliance mindset.
Even motivations are different. The West
wants a buy-in from middle powers like
India, Brazil, South Africa and Indonesia
to strengthen multilateralism and the UN

facing severe headwinds, especially from
the US. But for the Global South,
strengthening multilateralism means deep

structural reforms and disrupting status 4

quo. Dangling big power status in front of
the Global South middle powers by
including them in non-inclusive plurilateral
bodies, evenifitis as influential as G20,

is merely sidestepping the central

question of reform of the UN, WTO or IMF.

The agenda of the forthcoming G20

summit in the US promises to be even

less focused on the Global South. ¢

Logically, it is only Global South middle
powers, caught as they are between the

US and China, which can shake-up WS,

status-quoists. For that they have to

coalesce and lead, not merely be bridges :

to both sides or remain neutral. However,
Global South middle powers are highly
heterogenous with serious differences.
For example, some middle powers in the
expanded BRICS are at war with each
other. Consequently, leadership can only
come from those who not only have the
capability and willingness to use it
positively, but also create synergies with
other like-minded middle powers. After
the dwindling American security umbrella
in West Asia, we see the nascent
realigning of middle powers in that region
with Mecca defence pact between
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye. They
have now reached out to Iran, thereby
signalling a willingness to talk to their
adversary. More such realignments are
bound to happen, especially encouraged
by China and Russia to loosen Western
hold over the Global South. In the face of
the shrinking role of the US and European
powers, the Global South is coming
together to protect their immediate
interests, security or economic, rather
than having a grand design to stabilise the
world order. India is much bigger than
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almost allthe middle powers and is rising.
That’s probably why we are very touchy
when the country is called a middle power,
preferring it to be called a “rising power” or
“civilisational power”. All that is true. But
let us not forget that the focus is not on
how ‘big’ we are, but on how big a ‘power’
we are, which includes geopolitical
capability and the willingness to use it.
nce we called ourselves ‘emerging
economy’ and defined ourselves in
economic terms. Now we have outgrown
that label and rightly so, even if, as the
sixth largest economy, we are still one-
fifth of China in GDP. One can invoke
power only if one starts exercising it. In
recent years, we have contributed
immensely to global commons, like
supplying vaccines during the pandemic.
What has not been palpable so far is
India’s willingness to put this reach to
geopolitical use. We have only been
marginally present in some of the raging
geopolitical conflicts of our times—
Ukraine, Gaza, Iran, Yemen or Sudan—
even though we maintain close relations

UBP LIMOUSINE
g 514-581-1625

with both sides of the divides and have
important stakes in their resolution. If we
do not exercise our geopolitical clout, we
are ceding strategic space to countries
like Turkiye, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
Qatar, not all of whom have India’s
interests in mind. Our strong bilateral
relations with countries in keeping with our
multi-alignment policy should not become
an impediment to being proactive in
conflicts, but should actually help in finding
solutions. India’s four options include
membership of West-centric middle power
groups led by the US, like QUAD and 12U2,
or facing dual pressures from the US and
China (and their quest for G2), wedded as
we are to strategic autonomy, or forming
a coalition with like-minded middle powers
of the Global South to break out of the
status quo and take leadership, or having
a combination of all three above. Our
choices will depend on our geopolitical
strengths, dependencies and

vulnerabilities, not the least of which is
having an adversarial China on our borders.
By T S Tirumurti
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From Ladakh To South China Sea:
China’s Cartographic Hypocrisy

When India put 28 Ladakhi
names on its official map
recently, China’s reaction
exposed its hypocrisy and inner
contradictions in its diplomatic
policy. On October 13, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Mao Ning declared India’s action
“illegal and void,” insisting that
China had never recognised the
Union Territory of Ladakh and
that the western sector of the
boundary belonged to China.
New Delhi’'s reply was
unequivocal: Ladakh is an
“integral and inalienable” part of
India, and Chinese denial cannot
alter that position.

The immediate facts matter.
India’s Ministry of Home Affairs
announced on October 2 that
the names had been identified
in consultation with the Ladakh
administration and local
stakeholders for use on the
Survey of India’s official map.
The stated purpose was to
accurately identify the area and
raise public awareness.
Whatever strategic message the
exercise may carry, it is an
official act by India concerning
its own territory as part of
Ladakh.

Yet the Chinese state-run Global
Times portrayed the initiative as
a “self-deluding victory narrative.”
Its editorial argued that changing

names cannot create sovereignty
and that a map cannot constitute
afinal ruling on territorial title. The
proposition is sound; the
messenger is not. Beijing has
repeatedly attempted precisely
what its newspaper now ridicules:
using nomenclature, official maps
and administrative language to
normalise contested claims.

China’s Ministry of Civil Affairs
began issuing lists of
“standardised” names for
locations in Arunachal Pradesh in
2017 and followed with additional
rounds in 2021, 2023 and 2024.
The fourth list alone assigned
Chinese names to 30 places.
India has consistently rejected
these inventions, stating that
renaming cannot change
Arunachal Pradesh’s status as an
integral and inalienable part of
India. Beijing cannot credibly
dismiss cartography as
meaningless in Ladakh while
treating it as an instrument of
sovereignty in Arunachal Pradesh.
India has always defended its
sovereignty and refused to be
intimidated by China. In April
2024, the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs firmly rejected
Beijing’s attempts to rename
places in Arunachal Pradesh,
declaring that invented names
could not alter the state’s status
as anintegral and inalienable part
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of India. In June, reports surfaced
that the Indian government had
approved a reciprocal initiative to
assign historically researched
Indian names to about 30
locations in Tibet, and its
inclusion in updated maps along
the Line of Actual Control.

The pattern extends beyond the
Himalayas. China’s 2023
“standard map” depicted
Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai
Chin within China, while its
enlarged dashed line swept
across much of the South China
Sea. India lodged a diplomatic
protest, arguing that such claims
lacked any basis and
complicated boundary
negotiations. Japan also
protested the map’s treatment of
the Japanese-administered
Senkaku Islands, which Beijing
calls Diaoyu.

Southeast Asian governments
were equally direct. The
Philippines, Malaysia, Vietnam
and Taiwan rejected Beijing’s
2023 map; Manila said its
purported jurisdiction over
Philippine maritime zones had
no basis under international law,
while Malaysia filed a diplomatic
protest and Vietham said claims
founded on the dashed line
violated international law.
Indonesia has separately
rejected the nine-dash line
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through notes to the United
Nations, maintaining that it has
no legal basis under the UN
Convention on the Law of the
Sea.

That legal objection is not
rhetorical. In 2016, an arbitral
tribunal constituted under
UNCLOS concluded that there
was no legal basis for China to
claim historic rights to resources
beyond the Convention’s limits
within the nine-dash line. Beijing
rejected the award, but its refusal
does not erase the judgment. Nor
did China stop at drawing lines.
Since 2013, it has created about
3,200 acres of new land across
seven Spratly outposts. The
tribunal found that artificial-island
construction at Mischief Reef
violated Philippine sovereign
rights and that large-scale
reclamation caused severe
damage to coral-reef
ecosystems. Bhutan and Nepal
illustrate other forms of
cartographic pressure. In 2020,
China unexpectedly described
Bhutan’s Sakteng Wildlife
Sanctuary as disputed; Thimphu
rejected the claim, noting that the
area had never figured in 24
previous rounds of boundary
talks. China’'s 2023 map,
meanwhile, ignored Nepal’s
parliament-approved 2020 map of
Lipulekh, Kalapani and

beet your memories alive with....

You

Limpiyadhura. Kathmandu
publicly insisted that neighbours
respect its official map. These
episodes differ legally, but they
show how Beijing’s maps and
territorial assertions can unsettle
even smaller neighbours. The
latest Ladakh controversy has
also drawn a sharp intervention
from the Tibetan Parliament-in-
Exile. Speaker Dolma Tsering
called China’s conduct and
border-village construction
serious concerns, while
parliamentarian Gompo Dhondup
rejected Beijing’s claims over
Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh
and urged India to reconsider its
One-China policy.

Maps do not confer title, and
names do not move borders.
Territorial disputes require
evidence, negotiation and
international law, not selective
outrage. If China genuinely
believes that cartographic
labelling cannot alter sovereignty,
it should abandon the invented
names and expansive dashed
lines through which it seeks to
manufacture legitimacy. India’s
answer should remain firm but
disciplined: preserve its claims,
strengthen facts on the ground,
and insist that the same rule
Beijing invokes in Ladakh must
govern China’s own conduct
across Asia.
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Udta Teer Box Office Collection Day 4: Ayushmann
Khurrana, Sara Ali Khan’s Film Earns Rs 22.70 Crore

Ayushmann Khurrana and Sara
Ali  Khan’'s Udta Teer
unfortunately took a hit on Day 4
of its release, October 26. The
spy comedy witnessed a drop in
its collection on Monday after a
good weekend at the ticket
windows. After a slow start on
Friday, Udta Teer saw its
collections improve over the
weekend, with Sunday bringing
in its highest earnings so far.
However, the sharp drop on
Monday has put the film’'s box
office run to the test.

Udta Teer Box Office Day 4
According to Sacnilk, the
Ayushmann Khurrana and Sara
Ali Khan starrer earned an
estimated ' 3.15 crore netin India
on its first Monday. The film was
shown across 5,805 shows in
the country, but its collection fell
by 67% compared to Sunday.

With this, its total India net
collection has reached ' 22.70
crore.

The film earned ' 4.10 crore on
its opening day, Friday, October
23. Its collection wentupto 1 7.25
crore on Saturday, marking arise
of around 76% from Friday. The
film continued to perform well on
Sunday, collecting ' 8.20 crore.
However, its earnings dropped on
Monday

Udta Teer Review

News18 Show gave the film 3 out
of 5 stars and wrote in its review,
“The film’s attempts at humour
often feel contrived. In one such
sequence, an action scene
unfolds inside the hospital where
an immobile Burman is admitted.
Vikrant uses Burman and his
stretcher as both a shield and a
weapon to fend off Pakistani
agents. The sequence also

involves a dead body and an
awkwardly staged moment
between her and Burman. The
entire set piece is silly and
frivolous and rarely funny. In
another sequence, Vikrant and
Dhruv chase Magsood through
the narrow lanes of Old Delhi. The
scene is weighed down by
excessive dialogue and over-the-
top physical comedy, neither of
which manages to elicit a laugh.
In yet another instance, Burman
is strapped vertically to a
stretcher, with Dhruv using a
remote to make him dance.”
What Is The Film About?
Udta Teer is a spy comedy
written and directed by Aakash
Kaushik, marking his debut as a
filmmaker. The film is produced
by Karan Johar, Adar
Poonawalla, Guneet Monga,
Apoorva Mehta and Achin Jain

under the banners of Dharma
Productions and Sikhya
Entertainment. Ayushmann
Khurrana and Sara Ali Khan play
the lead roles, with Rahul Bose,
Ram Kapoor, Gulshan Grover,
Mukul Dev, Suhail Nayyar,
Supriya Pilgaonkar, Brijendra
Kala and Sandeep Anand in
supporting roles. The film also
marks Mukul Dev’s second
release after his death in
2025. The story revolves
around a Pakistani spy, played
by Ayushmann, who loses his
memory following a blast.
When he wakes up, he
mistakenly believes he is an
Indian Counter-Terrorism
Squad officer. This mix-up
lands him in a series of funny
and action-packed situations
as he gets caught up in a cross-
border espionage mission.

Chammak Challo 2.0? Shah Rukh Khan,
Kareena Kapoor To Groove Together In King

Shah Rukh Khan took to his Instagram
handle today, October 27, 2026, to
share his new look from his next film,
King. In the poster, SRK flaunted his
rugged avatar as he walked with a red
rose between his teeth. He was also
seen brandishing a gun. And now, a new
report suggests that Shah Rukh Khan
and Kareena Kapoor have begun
shooting a dance number for King in
Mumbai. The two Bollywood superstars
began the shoot today with
choreographer Vaibhavi Merchant. As
per Variety India, the song is expected
to bring back the same high-energy vibe
as Shah Rukh Khan and Kareena
Kapoor's hit track Chammak Challo from
Ra.One.A source told the portal, “The
shooting started today, October 27. The
track promises to bring back the magic
of their iconic dance numbers like
Chammak Challo, with international
dancers also said to be coming on
board." The song is expected to be a
lively party number, with a grand set

and international dancers adding to the
fun. The makers are reportedly planning

it on a lavish scale, making it one of
the key highlights of King. The song is
being shot as the makers build
excitement for King. They recently
shared a new poster showing Shah

Rukh Khan in a rugged look. In the
caption of his post, SRK wrote, “Aaj

phir yaad aaya...Qaatil nahi... Aashiq
hoon.. #KING." Soon after the post was
shared, fans reacted to it and
expressed excitement for the film. “The
Aashiqis here to rule! " one of the users

wrote. Among others, Shalini Passi,
who rose to fame with Fabulous Lives
of Bollywood Wives, also commented,
“Wow!!! Incredible !l it's showtime!!l"
Shah Rukh sports messy blonde hair,
a bloodied chest and torn clothes in the
poster. Previously, at the Locarno Film
Festival, Shah Rukh Khan opened up
about King and said, “It is an action
drama; it’s a Hindi film. It’'ll be
interesting. I've been wanting to do a
film like that for some time, and | really
wanted to do a film like this for seven,
eight years. We just felt Sujoy would
be the right choice because we wanted
it to be very emotionally correct. We
are all coming together to make a cool,
massy, action, emotional film." Directed
by Siddharth Anand, King also stars
Shah Rukh Khan'’s daughter, Suhana
Khan. The film has a big cast, including
Abhishek Bachchan, Rani Mukeriji,
Deepika Padukone, Anil Kapoor, Jackie
Shroff, Jaideep Ahlawat, Arshad Warsi,
Raghav Juyal and Abhay Verma.

Radhika Apte Slams South Cinema For Casting
'Fairer' North Indian Actresses: 'l Don't Promote It’

Radhika Apte marked her foray into
south cinema with Telugu-Hindi film,
Rakta Charitra. She then followed it
up with Vetri Selvan, Kabali and Lion,
among others. Her last south outing
was Chithiram Pesuthadi 2. It released
in 2019, six years after she filmed it.
Speaking exclusively to News18,
Radhika now reveals what kept her
away from south cinema all these
years.

Talking about how it also stemmed
from a clash of sensibilities, she tells
us, “I could be wrong but in my
perception, north Indian actresses
were cast down south because they
were fairer. I'm not fair. | wonder, why
they wouldn’t cast south Indian
actresses in south Indian films and
get north Indian actresses instead!

And here, they want foreigners. We've
atendency to do that."Radhika adds,
“I didn’t want to promote that. Women
down south are absolutely beautiful,
talented and amazing, who know the
language really well. They’re excellent
performers. | think they should get
cast in south films rather than people
coming from Bombay, who can’t
speak a word in that language and get
their voices dubbed by others. | wasn’t
very much in favour of all that."
Radhika adds, “I didn’t want to
promote that. Women down south are
absolutely beautiful, talented and
amazing, who know the language
really well. They’re excellent
performers. | think they should get
cast in south films rather than people
coming from Bombay, who can’t

speak a word in that language and get
their voices dubbed by others. | wasn’t
very much in favour of all that.While
she may give returning to the south
film industries a thought basis one

condition, she feels language may |

eventually come in the way. “If there’s
a part that has to be performed by a
particular actress because of a certain
reason, then | understand. But then,
language also became a big barrier
for me," remarks the actor, who’s
awaiting the release of Netflix’s Akka.

Elaborating further, Radhika says,
“There was a point when | didn’t
believe so and | thought | could
perform in any language. | wenton to
do films across seven different
languages. You don’t want to just think
of your lines.”
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Salman Khan’s MaatrubhumilAwaits CBFC

Screening; November: Release in'Limbo

Salman Khan’s Maatrubhumi
has been waiting to reach
theatres for months, and fans
are eager to know when they
will finally get to watch it. The
film was supposed to release
in April, but things did not go
as planned. Now, the makers
are reportedly hoping for a
November release, though
some important steps are still
left.

According to a report by
Bollywood Hungama, the
revised version of
Maatrubhumi has received a
No Objection Certificate
(NOC) from the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.
However, the film is yet to be
screened by the Central Board
of Film Certification (CBFC)
A source told the portal, “The
officials of the I&B Ministry are
now satisfied with the new
version of Maatrubhumi
submitted by the makers.
Hence, they gave an NOC to
the war saga last week. This
means that the film can now
be made available for public
consumption."

The film reportedly went
through several changes after
the Ministry of Defence raised

concerns about parts of its
original story. The revised
version is said to show India-
China relations in a more
positive light.

Directed by Apoorva Lakhia,
the film was earlier called
Battle Of Galwan. It is based
on the 2020 clash between
Indian and Chinese soldiers in
the Galwan Valley. The film
was originally scheduled to
release in April but was

postponed indefinitely. The
makers also considered other
release dates, including the
Independence Day weekend,
but the film did not arrive in
theatres then either.

In July, Salman Khan Films
dismissed reports of CBFC-
related problems. The
production house clarified that
the film had not even been
submitted to the board for
certification at that point.

o !
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While the government NOC is
an important step, the film
still needs CBFC certification
before it can be released in
theatres.

According to the report, the
makers are looking at
November 13, 2026, for the
film’s release. This would put
it a week after Diwali.
However, the date has not
been officially confirmed. A
report by Bollywood Hungama

also stated that Salman

~ travelled to Delhi several times

to request an early screening.
The makers reportedly applied
for certification earlier in
October, but the CBFC
screening, which was
expected to take place on
October 26, did not
happen.The report further
claims that Salman has made
the changes requested by the
ministry and is not asking for
any special favours. He
reportedly wants the board to
watch the film soon so that
the planned release does not
face another delay.

A  November 13
release would also allow
Maatrubhumi to arrive before
Sooraj Barjatya’s Yeh Prem
Mol Liya, scheduled for
November 27, and Shraddha
Kapoor’s Eetha, which is
expected to release on
December 4. It would also put
the film a week after Ranbir
Kapoor’s Ramayana,
according to the report.

Apart from Salman,
the film features Chitrangada
Singh in a key role, along with
Ankur Bhatia and other
supporting actors.

Diljit Dosanjh Delhi Concert: 2,000 Security
Personnel, No-Car Zone Within 700 Metres

Diljit Dosanjh’s concert at Delhi’'s some areas. While JLN Stadium can claimed that Delhi Police had sent a
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, which will accommodate approximately 55,000 letter to the ticketing partner

mark the beginning of his Aura
Tour in India, is all set to take
place on October 30, as planned.
While Delhi Police had withheld
permission for the concert earlier,

it was later granted, and now,
according to the latest update, a
detailed security plan is being
chalked out to ensure everything
goes well.

As per The Indian Express,
police have asked the organisers

to arrange additional private
security guards to ensure better
arrangements. The authorities
have demanded more entry and
exit points at the venue.
Authorities and organisers are
expected to work together to
manage the expected turnout at
Diljit Dosanjh’s concert.While the
earlier plan was to deploy only
400 private security guards, officials
have now understood the grandeur of
the event, and authorities have
suggested that between 1,500 and
2,000 personnel would be needed to
support crowd control. As part of the
traffic management plan, authorities
are considering restricting vehicle
movement within a 500-700-metre
radius of the stadium. Only vehicles
carrying artistes will be allowed in

people, authorities are preparing for
a substantial turnout. Organisers are
even planning to extend the
performance ramp, allowing Diljit
Dosanjh to move closer to the
audience and interact with fans during
the show. While this is still in the
discussion stage, the final call will
be taken after considering security
concerns and obtaining the
necessary approvals. The report

BookMyShow, sharing inputs about
a possible threat to the concert. The
police officer reportedly said that
Diljit had allegedly received a threat
from the Khalistani separatist group.
Meanwhile, an investigation was
launched after a threat was received
via email targeting Diljit's Mumbai
concert, which is scheduled to take
place on November 27.

About Threat To Diljit’s Mumbai
Concert

A shocking report by FPJ claimed
that fresh threats allegedly targeting
Bollywood superstar Amitabh
Bachchan and actor-singer Diljit
Dosanjh had been issued. The report
said that Big B’s Jalsa house in Juhu
was a target, while Diljit Dosanjh’s
concert venue in Mumbai was
also under threat. Diljit is
bringing his ongoing Aura World
Tour to India, with seven shows
planned across November and
December. The announcement
comes after the singer’s
massive Dil-Luminati Tour in
2024. Diljit has spent much of
the year taking the Aura World
Tour through Europe and North
America. He will now bring the show
back to Indian audiences, something
he says comes with its own feeling.

Shah Rukh Khan Releases New King
Poster, Imran Khan's ‘Leave India
Deadling Put On Hold Till Nov 2

Imran Khan has received temporary relief
in his fight against the ‘Leave India’ notice, with the
Centre assuring the Bombay High Court that no
coercive action will be taken against him until
November 2. During Tuesday’s hearing, Senior
Advocate Venkatesh Dhond, representing the actor,
highlighted the urgency of the matter, pointing out
that the deadline for Khan to leave India was October
28.Shah Rukh Khan has given fans another reason
to get excited about King. The superstar shared a
fresh poster of the upcoming film on Instagram on
Tuesday, showing off a fierce new look. SRK is
seen walking with a red rose between his teeth
and a gun in his hand, adding to the film’s action-
packed vibe.

Shilpa Rao’s interrupted performance at the
Bollywood Music Project (BMP) in Mumbai has
courted a lot of controversy. Now, Kutle Khan, who
was performing on a nearby stage when the incident
took place on October 24, has shared his version
of events in an Instagram video.

Salman Khan’s Maatrubhumi has been
waiting to reach theatres for months, and fans are
eager to know when they will finally get to watch it.
The film was supposed to release in April, but things
did not go as planned. Now, the makers are
reportedly hoping for a November release, though
some important steps are still left.

Uttarakhand Cabinet Minister Subodh
Uniyal has refused to apologise to singer Daler
Mehndi over their public confrontation at the
Kunjapuri Mela. In a new interview with Satya Vani,
Uniyal said he had done nothing wrong and
questioned why he should apologise. His remarks
come after Mika Singh’s team said the minister
had apologised to Mehndi over a phone call.
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Saudi Offers Billion Dollars To Houthis,
Asim Munir Joins Talks: Report
BN

,
'

Saudi Arabia offered a $1 billion
financial package to Yemen's
Houthi rebels through an Iran-
brokered deal to secure a
ceasefire and halt attacks on the
kingdom, according to a report
by Israel Hayom, an Israeli
newspaper.

The report by Israel Hayom cites
Gulf diplomatic sources and

states that the proposal aimsto |

completely halt Houthi strikes on
Saudi infrastructure.

The deal was reportedly
discussed during a surprise visit
by Saudi Defence Minister
Prince Khalid bin Salman to
Tehran, where Iran offered to act
as a regional diplomatic
mediator. The report alleged that
the Saudi minister carried the $1
billion physically aboard a
Hercules military transport
aircraft on which he arrived in
Tehran.

In an official statement, the Saudi
Foreign Ministry said that, "The
visit to Tehran by Prince Khalid
bin Salman, the defense minister,
and representatives of the
member states of the Mecca
Joint Defence Alliance comes as

.

part of the alliance's ongoing
efforts to de-escalate tensions
between the parties to the
current crisis, encourage
dialogue and diplomatic
solutions, and support the
mediation efforts undertaken by
the State of Qatar and the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan."

The meeting was organised by
Saudi Arabia's allies from the
Mecca defence pact.
Participants in the discussions

AlaL

include Pakistan's army chief,
Field Marshal Asim Munir, and
Turkish intelligence chief Ibrahim
Kalin. Despite the Mecca Joint
Defence Agreement, which
mandates collective military
assistance upon an attack, both
Pakistan and Turkey have fallen
short of delivering full-scale
support and have limited their
response to military advisors
rather than active combat or
reinforcement forces.
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Meanwhile, Masoud
Pezeshkian, Iran's president,
Secretary of the Supreme
National Security Council of Iran,
Mohsen Rezaei and Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
officials were there to represent
the country.

Ongoing Houthi strikes against
Saudi Arabian airports and oil
infrastructure have dealt a
massive financial blow to the
kingdom. Simultaneously, Iranian

aggression toward tankers in the
Strait of Hormuz has severely
choked Middle Eastern oil
exports. Houthi attacks had also
forced the closure of Riyadh
airport for days and caused a
major investment conference to
be postponed.

Why $1 Billion?

A Saudi official who spoke to
Israel Hayom said that the
conflict with the Houthis stems
partly from the failure to
implement agreements
established three years ago.

| Under the proposed agreement,

Saudi Arabia agreed to provide
direct financial aid to the Houthis
to help secure a peace
settlement. This funding was
meant to rebuild civilian
infrastructure and pay public-
sector wages in Houthi-
controlled territories.

In exchange, the Houthis were
required to maintain the ceasefire
and stop attacking Saudi Arabia.
However, in current times, the
Houthis have justified their
attacks by saying that Saudi
went back on their agreement.
Iran has helped them in doing so.

WhatsApp Channel, Social Media: Digital
Offensive Behind Lula's Brazil Win

Brasilia:Brazilian President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
stunned the world with an
election victory that has landed
him an unprecedented fourth
term in office.

Bets were on right-winger Flavio
Bolsonaro to become Brazil's
next president after his shock
first-round win earlier this
month.

But the leftist incumbent
bounced back with an
energetic runoff campaign,
going on to win 51.8 percent of
the vote.

How did 80-year-old Lula

pull it off?

Young People Take The Streets
While the campaign reeled from
the first-round defeat, students
and young people immediately
took to the streets.

Marching to slogans like
"Bolsonaro never again,"”
thousands of people turned out
in the cities of Rio de Janeiro,
Sao Paulo and Belo Horizonte
to rally support for Lula, his
social policies and his promise
to defend minority rights.

"The mobilization of young
people was fundamental," said
Eduardo Grin, a political

scientist at the Getulio Vargas
Foundation (FGV).

Lula's Workers' Party (PT)
"managed to reconnect with
that young audience," he told
AFP.

The president himself said he
had not seen anything like it
since 1984, when a mass
movement called for elections
during Brazil's military
dictatorship.

Digital Troops

Lula called his first-round
campaign the most
"disorganized" in decades and
overhauled his social media

strategy ahead of Sunday's
vote.

The incumbent sought help from
young influencer politicians,
bought his first cellphone and
declared himself "king of the
selfie."

His supporters meanwhile
launched a digital offensive of
their own to counter the strong
online influence of the political
right.

Many leftists "spent hours and
hours per day online just
posting stuff or taking to the
streets and talking to voters,"
Oliver Stuenkel of the FGV told
AFP.

"The social network activity was
exhausting; | devoted a lot of
time outside my working hours
with the awareness that | was
working for Lula," publicist Taiza
Mendonca, 36, told AFP in Rio.
Even Mendonca's "60-year-old
aunties" learned the word
"hashtag," she added.

The digital campaign spread
wings via the "Lula's Army"
WhatsApp channel, which went
from having 60,000 followers to
almost 11 million in three
weeks.

Rejection Of Rival
According to Grin, "the
mobilization in the streets and
on social media managed to
create fear of a return of the
Bolsonaro family to power and
concern for democracy and

social rights."

Flavio Bolsonaro, 45, was
chosen to lead the political right
by his father, ex-leader Jair
Bolsonaro who is serving a 27-
year sentence for attempting a
coup after his own loss to Lula
in 2022. His critics remember
his administration for rising
hunger rates, a poor handling
of the Covid-19 pandemic,
increased violence against
minorities and environmental
policies rooted in denial of
climate change.

Bearing a strong physical
resemblance to his father, Flavio
called Jair his "compass"
during the campaign, vowing to
liberate him if elected.

Crowd Pleasers Lula passed
a raft of crowd-pleasing
measures in the run-up to the
election. Congress handed him
a key victory by approving a
reform that guarantees workers
two days of rest per week, a
cornerstone campaign pledge.
The government rescheduled
October welfare payments to
land before the runoff instead of
after, along with a wave of debt
forgiveness for small-scale
entrepreneurs and a raft of other
popular measures.

"I'm not going to stop granting
a benefit | can grant just
because there are elections,"”
Lula said in an interview on the
campaign trail.
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Cornell faces questions over dorm assignment
for student disciplined in sexual assault case

N

i
7

= m."'- >

170

«

- -

One of the seven Cornell
University students
disciplined in connection
with an alleged 2024 gang
rape at a fraternity house
returned to campus this fall
after a three-semester
suspension and was placed
in a co-ed dorm with a
roommate who had no idea
about his past, according to
a professor familiar with the
housing arrangement.
University housing officials
then left the accused
student in that shared room
for two weeks after the
woman who made the
allegation filed a lawsuit in
September publicly
accusing him of rape,
psychology professor
Corinna Loeckenhoff said at
a Faculty Senate meeting.
Meanwhile, Cornell students
shared the accused
student’s name and dorm
location on social media.
“This was a clear security
risk,” Loeckenhoff told
Cornell President Michael
Kotlikoff at the Oct. 14
meeting, according to a
recording obtained by The
Associated Press.
“Cornell’s own records
show that, at the very least,
he admitted to taking drugs
and having sex with an
intoxicated person,”
Loeckenhoff said. “Why
was Housing Services not
aware of this? They had no
clue until the shocked
roommate contacted them
and asked them for a room
change,” she said.
Kotlikoff faces a possible
no-confidence vote from
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faculty this week. Debate on
the issue resumes

Wednesday. In response to
questions from the AP,
Cornell said it would
examine how the dorm
room situation was handled.
“The university will review
whether concerns were
raised with housing or other
offices and, if so, whether
appropriate
accommodations were
provided,” the university
said.

Cornell explains decision
to allow student’s return
The woman, identified in
court papers by the
pseudonym Jane Doe, sued
Cornell and seven men last
month, saying she was
given ketamine and raped at
a fraternity house in 2024.

All those men have denied
her allegations, saying either
the sex was consensual or
they weren’t involved. The
local district attorney initially
decided the woman had
consented to the encounter,
and that no crime had been
committed, but the
investigation has since been
reopened and handed to
New York’s attorney general.
Cornell disciplined several
members of the Chi Phi
fraternity following a
monthslong Title IX
investigation. Two were
expelled, two received
suspensions and probation,
and two were required to
write “reflection” papers and
complete bystander training.
A seventh man had already
graduated and was barred
from campus, according to
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records obtained by The
New York Times.

One of the expelled students
later enrolled at Nova
Southeastern University in
Florida. The university said
it was unaware of the
allegations when it admitted
him and acted immediately
after learning of them. It
declined to say what action
it took or whether he
remains enrolled, citing
federal student privacy
laws.

The student who returned to
Cornell this fall had been
suspended for three
semesters.

Andrew Miltenberg, an
attorney representing the
student, said his client
maintains the encounter
was consensual. He
cautioned against treating
all seven accused students
as equally responsible.
“These are seven different
people, with different
circumstances, and each
deserves to be judged on the
evidence concerning him,”
Miltenberg said.

In her lawsuit, Jane Doe
accused the student of
having sex with her without
her consent alongside
another fraternity member
and later joining other men
in snorting ketamine from
her body.

Details of the allegations
remained largely out of
public view until Jane Doe
filed her lawsuit, rattling
students and faculty.
Cornell anthropology
professor Noah Tamarkin
said students in one of his
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~ the men
| convened a task force on
. sexual assault. But he’s

to look into what happened
there,” he said.

Kotlikoff was serving as
interim president when the
woman reported the assault
in 2024. He suspended the
fraternity, publicly
condemned the behavior of
involved and

faced criticism for not
following up with the woman
or doing more to push for a

i criminal investigation or

e
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classes didn’t think accused
students should be back on
campus.

“The other students in the
class are uncomfortable
with it,” Tamarkin told the AP.
Cornell’s media relations
office said in a statement
that students who complete
a suspension and fulfill
other sanctions “regain the
same rights and
responsibilities as their
classmates, including
eligibility for housing.”
Cornell president says
disciplinary committee
decided punishment
Loeckenhoff raised her
concerns during a Faculty
Senate meeting at which
professors were debating
whether to pass a resolution
expressing no confidence in
Kotlikoff’s leadership.

She declined to elaborate on
her remarks, citing student
privacy concerns. The
roommate declined an
interview request made
through an intermediary.
Kotlikoff replied at the
meeting that the decision to
allow the student to return to
campus was made by the
university’s disciplinary
panel, not him.

“It’'s something you might
disagree with — | may
disagree — but we didn’t
hear the evidence,” Kotlikoff
said.

However, Kotlikoff
acknowledged the
university’s duty to respond
to concerns about the
student’s presence on
campus.

“If we didn’t do that, | pledge

harsher discipline.
Privacy rules limit sharing
info on discipline
Federal privacy law does
not categorically prohibit
universities from sharing a

student’s  disciplinary
history with housing
officials.

8 The Family Educational

Rights and Privacy Act
allows universities to share
student records with school
officials who need the
information to carry out their
responsibilities, according
to U.S. Department of
Education guidance.

The law allows colleges to
disclose some information
when a student has been
found responsible for
violating school rules
involving violence, including
forcible sexual assault, or a
nonforcible sex offense.
Kristi Patrickus, an attorney
and board member of the
Association for Student
Conduct Administration, said
universities have leeway to
restrict campus housing
access for students
returning from suspension,
even if they are allowed to
resume classes. But federal
privacy protections generally
prevent universities from
warning roommates about
another student’s
disciplinary history.

“There are not really any
exceptions that allow us to
tell a roommate, like, ‘Hey,
this person is returning from
suspension. Be careful,”
Patrickus said.

David Karp, director of the
Center for Restorative
Justice at the University of
San Diego, has studied how
colleges handle students
returning from suspensions
for sexual misconduct. He
said universities often focus
on disciplinary sanctions
without adequately
addressing the needs of
those involved or the broader
campus community. “| don’t
think it meets people’s needs
very well, even if it meets
university  compliance
needs,” Karp said.
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Chased on highways, followed after dark:

A white sedan follows a woman
on a motorcycle. She tries to
stay ahead. The car comes
close, again and again. She is
frightened enough to start
calculating how to put other
vehicles between herself and the
car.

Then comes the crash.

The incident on Gurugram's Golf
Course Road, captured on an
action camera mounted on biker
Sia's motorcycle, has triggered
a wider conversation about what
it means to be a woman on two
wheels in India. The Gurugram
biker Sia has said the episode
was traumatising and that while
she intends to ride again, she will
now be scared of riding alone,
even in agroup.

For women who have spent years
riding across India, though, the
fear of being followed, chased or
harassed on the road is not an
unfamiliar one.

Some have had cars drive
dangerously close to them.
Some have been chased by
groups of men. Some have
altered their schedules so they
are off the road before sunset.
And then there are the less
dramatic, but persistent
reminders that a woman on a
motorcycle is still treated as
something of a spectacle:
strangers asking whether the
bike really belongs to her, taking
videos without permission or
simply refusing to leave her alone.
The road may promise freedom.
But for many women riders,
freedom comes with a mental
checklist.

‘If | stopped, how would | deal with
all of them?’

Dr Maral Yazarloo-Pattrick,
Iranian by birth and based out of
India, has been touring India on
a motorcycle for over 16 years.
She has travelled to 71 countries,
including 64 during a round-the-
world journey. Yet, she says,
riding alone on an empty Indian
road after dark is not something
she recommends.

“I| prefer to stop and halt for the
night before dark,” she says. I

prefer to start early in the morning
so that | can cover more mileage
during daylight.”

That caution comes from
experience.

Yazarloo-Pattrick recalls one of
the most frightening incidents
from the early days of her riding
journey. She was travelling
towards Amritsar with five or six
riders when thick fog reduced
visibility to barely two or three
metres. She was the last rider in
the group and could no longer see
the others ahead.

Then a car began driving
dangerously close to her.

The people inside, she says,
appeared heavily drunk. She
could see bottles in the car and
hear the occupants shouting at
her to stop. She could not speed
away because she could barely
see the road ahead. She did not
know if the road would suddenly
turn. She kept honking, hoping
the riders ahead would notice,
but they were too far away.

“All | could think was: if | stopped,
or if these men hit my
motorcycle, how would | deal with
all of them on an empty road?”
she says.

The memory has stayed with her.
And that is precisely what the
Gurugram incident brought back
for her. She does not see it as
an isolated episode.

“Women riders deal with this kind
of behaviour regularly,” she says.
“Someone may try to get your
attention, and if you ignore them,
their ego can be triggered and the
situation can quickly become
aggressive.”

From Chandigarh to Shimla,
a chase that ended in a crash
Motorcycle racer Kalyani
Potekar has been riding for over
16 years and touring since 2010.
She, too, has learnt to plan long
rides around daylight. For her, it
is not simply about being a
woman on the road. Poor lighting,
potholes, missing reflectors,
cattle, pedestrians and
unpredictable traffic can make
riding after dark dangerous for
anyone.
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But women riders have another
layer to consider.

When Potekar started riding,
women on motorcycles were still
unusual enough to draw
attention. She remembers
unwanted comments, people
trying to race her and being
chased. Once, while riding from
Chandigarh towards Shimla, she
says a group of boys began
following her.

“They hit my bike from behind. |
crashed rightin front of a truck,”
she says.

The boys eventually escaped.
Potekar survived the incident, but
the lesson remained. On the
road, she says, you cannot
control what another person
decides to do. You can only
decide how you respond. She
now plans solo rides carefully and
tries to reach a safe place before
sunset.

“Adventure is about exploration,
not unnecessary risk,” she says.
‘| love riding my bike, but | am
honestly scared’

For travel and auto enthusiast
Aakriti Rana who has over a
million followers on Instagram,
the fear is not restricted to a
motorcycle. She has been driving
solo since she was 21 and says
she has faced frightening
behaviour both in cars and on
bikes.

Men have flashed their headlights
to get her attention, she says.
Some have overtaken her
aggressively, slowed down in front
of her and repeated the
manoeuvre. There has been
catcalling. There have been men
driving alongside her on deserted
stretches.

On some occasions, she has
pulled out her phone and
pretended to record them to
make them back off. Once, she
stopped at a police station
simply to shake off men who had
been following her.

Then there is the curiosity that
can quickly become intrusive.
“I've been stopped and asked, ‘Is
it really your Mustang or your
sports bike?’ numerous times,”

she says.

She still loves riding. But after the
number of incidents she has
faced, and now, after what
happened to Sia in Gurugram,
she admits she is scared to take
her bike out alone without her
brother.

‘| used to hide my hair under my
helmet’

For Ishita Chaturvedi, an HR
professional from Indore who has
been riding for around three
years, the anxiety began even
before the road. When she first
started riding a Bullet, she says
she would hide her hair under her
helmet and wear extra layers of
clothing because she was
conscious about being visibly
identified as a woman rider.
She has been stalked and
followed. She has also had
people ride uncomfortably close
to her.

Ishita is not alone.

Akriti Rana, a tech journalist,
also dresses with a specific
purpose: to make herself less
noticeable. “I generally tend to
cover up and gear up so that it
does not seem like I'm a woman
riding,” she says. Her bulky riding
jacket and helmet help conceal
her appearance. She does not
create riding content and keeps
her profile private because she
wants to ride for the pleasure of
it, without attracting attention.
However, Chaturvedi's
experiences have not been
uniformly bad.

She remembers men shouting
out encouragement from the
road. One compliment has
particularly stayed with her: a
man telling her he hoped his
daughter would ride like her one
day.

“I don't think riding a motorcycle
is ever a man thing. It is a skill
thing,” she says.

And that perhaps explains why
women riders do not want the
conversation around safety to
end with a simple instruction to
stop riding.

The rule many women follow: Be
off the road before dark, but.....

eing a woman biker In India

Meghana CR, a Bengaluru-based
operations manager, has been
riding since her late teens. In
2017, she travelled from Manali

| to Srinagar, covering around
. 2,000 kilometres over 15 days as

part of a group of 60 riders.
She was the only woman riding
her own motorcycle. Not just in

| her group, she says. Over the

entire 15-day journey, she did not
encounter another woman rider.
Thatwas 2017, and things have
changed considerably since
then. There are more women on
motorcycles now, she says, even
within her own family.

But one habit has remained.
She does not ride after dusk when

. travelling solo. “It is one of my

thumb rules,” she says. “I ride
after sunrise and before sunset.”

' Three years ago, Meghana

undertook a solo motorcycle
expedition across all 31 districts
of Karnataka, covering the state
over 60 days. Before she left, her
parents were of course worried
about the crimes that happen on
road. They weren’t also very
convinced about her thumb rule
to not ride after dark.

Her father asked her a question
she has not forgotten: Do you
think crime happens only after
dark?

Of course, it doesn't.
Accidents, thefts and assaults
can happen in broad daylight too.
But being off the road before
nightfall gave her at least one
additional layer of control. “My
golden rule was that | had to be
back in my hotel or my safe zone
by six,” she says. The point is
not that daylight makes a woman
safe, it doesn't. It is that women
often build their journeys around
reducing risks they cannot fully
control.

Not just danger. Sometimes, there
is nowhere to pee

There is another reality of long-
distance riding that rarely makes
it into the glamour of motorcycle
travel: finding a clean, safe toilet.
For men, an empty stretch of
highway can be an
inconvenience. For women, it can
mean timing how much water

they drink.
Yazarloo-Pattrick says roadside
facilities have improved,

especially on major highways, but
proper toilets remain difficult to
find in several remote areas. “In
parts of Rajasthan, when | ask for
a bathroom,  am sometimes told
it is ‘outside’, meaning behind a
tree,” she says.

For women riding while on their
periods, preparation becomes
essential. She carries sanitary
products, wet tissues and a small
disposal bag. “You simply learn
to be prepared and manage the
situation,” she says. “But there
is no doubt that it can be difficult
on the road.” Meghana too knows
the calculation well. During her 60-
day solo Karnataka expedition,
she says some petrol pumps
refused to let her use their toilets.
At other places, she was told
there was no water or that the
facility was not usable.
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¥ Joyeux
” Diwal!

DE LA PART DE VOS DEPUTES FEDERAUX

Que la Féte des Lumieres vous
apporte joie et bonheur.

Happys
Diwali¥

FROM YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL

May the Festival of Lights bring
you joy and happiness.
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Housing supply expanding in Quebec since last year,

study reveals, but market remains unbalanced
There’s more choice for buyers now, but it does not mean housing has become more affordable, economist says.

are not bringing us to a balanced
market yet. The market is still
favourable to the sellers,”
Laberge said in an interview.
“The big difference is that there
is finally a little bit more choice.
For buyers, they get to visit
houses and actually think about
purchasing the place before
putting an offer on the house,”
she added, noting many
prospective home buyers were
put off by pressure to make an
offer or overbid. A primary reason
Quebec’s housing supply has
grown is because of economic
hardship among buyers, which
Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation economist Francis
Cortellino says has gotten
worse since 2025. “You can see
" that early 2025 something
& happened where now we're in
downward trend, and what
happened is all the uncertainty
| that we have with the U.S.,
basically. And you add to that
the situation in the Middle East,
the oil prices,” Cortellino said in
an interview.

Quebec’s highly competitive real
estate market has slightly
cooled off for buyers thankstoa |
recent uptick in housing supply,
a recent housing market study
shows.

In Montreal, there was a 13 per
centincrease in active residential
listings in the third quarter of ¥
2026, compared with this time §
last year, according to an H
October 2026 study from the
Quebec Professional
Association of Real Estate
Brokers (QPAREB).

The supply increase means
buyers have more choice than
in previous years and are less
often forced to enter a bidding
war, but it does not mean
housing has become more
affordable, according to
QPAREB economist Camille
Laberge. “For the island of §
Montreal and pretty much
everywhere across the province,
the supply has been up for the
last year. But we were such at a
low level that even the increases
that we're experiencing right now
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