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ATTENDANCE

6000+

EXPECTED

VENUE
Q TO BE ANNOUNCED
MONTREAL, QC

n  DAITE
] SUNDAY
16 AUGUST 2026
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PONSORSHIP

1
'Y

Y CELEBRATE

{  DIVERSITY
| BUILD COMMUNITY ]
f\ MAKE AN IMPACT 4

Partner with the India Canada Organization (ICO) for the
24th India Day / Unity Day Festival 2026 — one of the
biggest celebrations of Indian heritage and multicultural unity in Quebec.

This is your opportunity to showcase your brand, connect with thousands
of families, and support an event that brings the community together.

WHY SPONSOR?

/I
(] —

ail

l@\

BOOST
BRAND
VISIBILITY

REACH THOUSANDS
OF ATTENDEES
AND FAMILIES

CONNECT WITH THE
INDO-CANADIAN
COMMUNITY

SHOWCASE YOUR
COMMITMENT TO
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

RECOGNITION ON
ALL PROMOTIONAL
PLATFORMS & STAGE

e
""'.i.

=
=

#I_

HERITAGE
& PRIDE

STATE
PRESENTATIONS

%N
ART &
CRAFT

KIDS ZONE &
ACTIVITIES

DELICIOUS
- FOOD

CULTURAL MUSIC &
PERFORMANCES ENTERTAINMENT

SPONSORSH HIE?‘ OPPORTUNITIES
¥ % PLATINUM -.’f % GOLD ¥ % SILVER
%, «& SPONSOR By ,,¢- SPONSOR B | ,‘:5" SPONSOR

Premium visibility, speaking Logo on selected materials,
opportunity, large booth, booth, and recognition
logo on all major materials on stage.

and digital platforms.

JOIN US AS A SPONSOR

TODAY!

=2 CUSTOM PACKAGES
1] AVAILABLE

Let's create a package
that fits your goals!

% BRONZE
SPONSOR

Lopo on select materials
and digital platforms,

|

Frominent logo placement,
booth, recognition on
stage and promotional
materials.

TOGETHER,

WE CELEBRATE.
TOGETHER,
WE GROW.

®) 514 701 3703

=« 514 999 8595

B icomontreal@gmail.com

& https://indiacanadaorganization.com/
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WARNING

Cigarettes
cause throat
cancer,

"Bl hole cut in your
throat to breathe

You can quit
We can help.
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Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.
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contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi,all Indian, Pakistani,English and All over The
World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

AJ At fEstois wete 9% 3 femer

IAT UTASTE 968 € 3% 1% T 39 &
AUTCH 965, Helg 0o, MoHls, 6ceitan,
fsrol M3 MG T 9o T <t AT HE Aae d

Instagram:|AMD]JDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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The Statecraft of Technology

Technology is no longer just about innovation—it's a tool of geopolitical power. From chip
wars to UPI, here's how nations are competing to shape the world's digital future

By Aditya Vikram Kashyap

On October 7, 2022, the United
States Commerce Department
published an export regulation so
dense with technical classifications
that most of the world ignored it.
Trade lawyers filed it under
compliance. They were wrong. The
rule attempted something no tariff has
ever attempted: to slow a rival’s
progress across an entire field of
technology by controlling not products
but the ability to make them. It was
foreign policy dressed as paperwork,
and it has been quietly re-organising
the world ever since.

| keep returning to that document
because of what it exposed about
assumptions we had all been
carrying. For most of my career,
technology was an economic sector.
Governments regulated it the way
they regulated any industry: antitrust
here, intellectual property there,
research grants, spectrum auctions.
The arrangement felt permanent
because the assumption beneath it
felt obvious. Computing was a
business. The state’s job was to
referee it, encourage it, and tax it.
The only question a minister asked
about technology was how much
growth it would produce. It was a
comfortable question, and it produced
comfortable answers. It also stopped
describing the world some time ago,
and the institutions asking it were
among the last to notice.

Then the sector became the
substrate, and nobody sent a memo.
Payments, hospitals, ports, power
grids, the machinery of government
itself, all of it migrated onto digital
rails, one unremarkable procurement
decision at a time, which is why
almost nobody registered the
cumulative meaning of the move.
Finance showed everyone what that
meant.

When the European Union
excluded seven Russian banks from
SWIFT in March 2022, the instrument
of coercion was not an army or an
embargo. It was a messaging
protocol. Two political scientists,
Henry Farrell and Abraham Newman,
had described this three years earlier
as weaponized interdependence:
whoever sits atop the central nodes
of a global network can watch what
flows through them, or stop the flow
entirely. Their paper reads today less
like theory than like an operating
manual. The remarkable thing was
not that the tool existed. It was how
casually the world learned it had
always been there. Plumbing, it turned
out, was power.

Governments absorbed that lesson
quickly, and the logic ran straight to
its conclusion. If networks are power,
then the capacity to build them is a
national capability, and capabilities
are what states have always fought
to accumulate. Hence the largest
industrial-policy wave since the Cold
War. Washington appropriated $52.7
billion for semiconductors. Brussels
set out to mobilise more than <43

billion. New Delhi committed Rs
76,000 crore. Critics call these
programmes inefficient, and as
economics they often are. But no
finance ministry believes subsidised
fabs are the cheapest way to buy
chips. They are the only way to buy
insurance against a world in which
someone else decides whether you
get them.

The fashionable line that chips are
the new oil misses the harder truth.
Oil is fungible; capability is not. A
semiconductor ecosystem is people,

suppliers, machines and tacit
knowledge compounded over
decades. You cannot stockpile it, and
you cannot buy it during a crisis.
Earlier states subsidised things they
could count: tonnage, acreage, track
miles. Capability is harder to count
and easier to lose, which makes the
insurance both more expensive and
more necessary. That is why states
now treat fabrication the way earlier
centuries treated shipyards.

And capability, once held, radiates
outward. The American controls of
2022 would have failed on their own,
because the machines that make
advanced chips come mostly from the
Netherlands and Japan. Within
months, both had moved. The Hague
notified its parliament of licensing
requirements for advanced
lithography, Tokyo aligned in parallel,
and ASML, the only company on earth
that builds the most advanced
lithography systems, began applying
to its own government for permission
to ship them. Britain ran the same
film in reverse: after American
sanctions cut Huawei off from US chip
technology in 2020, London ordered
every piece of Huawei equipment
stripped from its 5G networks by
2027. Read those episodes together
and the pattern is hard to unsee. One
government’s export rule rewired
another’s national infrastructure.
Nobody signed a technology alliance
treaty; one assembled itself,
licensing regime by licensing regime.
Alliances that were once drawn in
geography are now drawn in vendor
lists.

Sit with all of this long enough and
a structure comes into focus.
Technological power now speaks two

grammars. The first is the power of
denial: control a chokepoint the world
must pass through, a lithography
machine, a payments network, a
cloud region, and you may grant or
withhold passage on your terms. The
second is the power of provision: build
something others voluntarily adopt,
and your design choices travel with
it, carrying your assumptions about
governance into places your
diplomats will never visit. Denial
belongs to incumbents, because it
requires already being indispensable.

Provision is open to newcomers.
Once you hold the two grammars in
mind, almost any headline in this field
parses cleanly. Export controls,
sanctions, vendor bans: denial. Open
payment rails, identity systems
offered to other governments,
standards written and given away:
provision. The interesting question to
ask about any country is which
grammar it can afford to speak. That
question is the most useful lens |
know for reading India.

India will not hold a semiconductor
chokepoint this decade, and its
policymakers are too serious to
pretend otherwise. What India has
built instead is the most
consequential exercise of the second
grammar by any state in recent
memory. The Unified Payments
Interface processed 22.72 billion
transactions in June 2026, roughly
757 million every day, and the IMF
now recognises it as the world’s
largest retail fast-payment system by
volume. But the numbers were never
the point.

UPI, and the wider India Stack
beneath it, was built as public
infrastructure on open
specifications: interoperable by
design, nearly free at the point of
use, with private firms competing on
shared rails rather than owning them.
When India used its G20 presidency
to secure a leaders’ declaration with
the first global framework for digital
public infrastructure, and as UPI
acceptance went live from Singapore
to France, it was exporting
something subtler than software. A
country that adopts an Indian-
inspired identity and payments stack
is adopting Indian answers to how

identity, money and data should
relate to one another. Those are
rules, written in code rather than
treaty.

For the first time in the modern
era, a meaningful share of them is
being drafted in New Delhi rather than
merely complied with there. And
provision compounds in a way denial
does not. Every country that adopts
the stack strengthens its pull on the
next, while every act of denial
teaches its target to route around
you. One strategy builds
dependence through choice. The
other manufactures the incentive to
escape.

Honesty requires the other half of
the ledger. On denial, India remains
a taker. The Semicon India
programme has approved ten
projects worth about Rs 1.6 lakh
crore, but they amount to two fabs
and eight packaging units, the
foothills of capability rather than its
summit. The real contest for India is
not out-building TSMC, which no
country will manage on any
timescale that matters. It is whether
platform credibility converts into
standing: seats in the standards
bodies, payment corridors and
technology partnerships where the
operating rules of the digital
economy get negotiated. Rule-
shaper or rule-taker. That question
is genuinely open, which is precisely
what makes it worth asking. For
those of us who sit in boardrooms
and steering committees, the
implication is uncomfortable and
unavoidable. The choice of a cloud
provider, a telecom vendor, a chip
supplier or a payments rail is no
longer a commercial decision with a
compliance overlay. It is a
declaration of exposure and
alignment, and it is read that way in
foreign capitals. The questions have
changed accordingly. It is no longer
only what a vendor costs, but whose
jurisdiction it answers to, what
happens to operations if a licence is
revoked, and which flag our resilience
ultimately flies. The file has moved
from the commerce ministry to the
national security council. Executives
have become participants in
statecraft whether they applied for
the role or not, and the reverse holds
too: diplomats now negotiate
lithography. Every era has had its
measure of power. Territory and
population once. Then coal and
steel. Then oil, industrial output,
command of the sea lanes. None was
ever retired; each new instrument
amplified those before it. Technology
has now joined the succession, not
as one more sector to regulate but
as the medium through which the
older forms of power are exercised.
Historians may conclude that the
defining turn of the early twenty-first
century was not that technology
advanced faster than ever before, but
that it stopped being merely how
nations grew rich and became how
they exercised power.
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Tech Platforms That Farm Rage With
Al Fakes Cannot Claim Neutrality

In the space of a few days, a senior
minister appeared to say something
inflammatory he never said. A prime
minister appeared to make comments
he never made. A protest leader
appeared to call off a movement he never
called off. All three videos were fake. All
three were generated by Al, and all three
spread on social media before anyone
could stop them. That is the real story
of the recent Gen Z-led protests: not just
what people were angry about, but how
easily that anger could be weaponised
and set loose at scale.

Al misinformation is a live governance
problem, and India needs a serious
national conversation on regulating such
synthetic content. Not to restrict
innovation, but to ensure Al does not
supercharge misinformation and hate
speech capable of disturbing public
order in a country as socially, culturally,
and linguistically diverse as India.
Traditional misinformation required real
effort to scale. Al collapses that cost,
as anyone can now produce a realistic
fake video, voice clip or image in
minutes, publish it instantly, and watch
algorithms push it to hundreds of millions
before any fact-checker or law-
enforcement agency notices. It is this
combination of cheap creation, instant
publication and algorithmic virality that
makes generative Al different in kind, not
degree. By the time authorities identify
one fake, several variants may already
be circulating across languages and
regions, which is why this can no longer
be treated as a content-moderation
problem alone.

Once harmful Al content reaches
millions, it becomes a law-and-order
challenge, and sometimes it is already
too late. India's law-enforcement
machinery is structurally outmatched
here: cybercrime units are stretched thin
across a twenty-plus-language
information space, forensic verification
takes hours a viral clip will not wait for,
and jurisdictional friction (platforms
headquartered abroad, complaints filed
in one state about content viewed

nationwide) slows things further.

Police can register an FIR and courts
can eventually establish the facts, but
none of that stops the first few hours of
unchecked spread, when the real
damage is done. The goal must be to
intervene before content goes viral,
putting the burden on platforms that
control amplification, not on police left
cleaning up afterwards.
Accountability Must Sit with Big Tech
Platforms

There are three points in the life cycle
of Al content where responsibility could
apply: creation, publication and viral
amplification. Creation itself should not
be heavily restricted. Generative Al has
enormous legitimate value in education,
creativity and business, and society
should not stifle it because it can be
misused.

Real accountability should begin at
publication. Platforms already deploy
sophisticated systems to catch child
sexual abuse material and terrorist
content, and can build comparable
safeguards for high-risk synthetic
content: deepfakes that impersonate
public figures, fabricate riot footage or
incite communal hatred.

Most important, though, is virality. Even
after harmful content slips past initial
moderation, platforms have rich signals
once it starts spreading: engagement
spikes, abnormal sharing, coordinated
behaviour and user reports. Al systems
are themselves capable of flagging
synthetic media after the fact. If they can
detect it post-virality, it is unacceptable
that they lack the capability to catch
much of it during its spread.

The trouble is that commercial incentives
cut the other way. Emotionally charged,
divisive content drives more engagement,
a dynamic often called 'rage farming'.
Platforms cannot claim to be neutral
hosts while running algorithms that
decide what millions see. Once a
platform makes that editorial choice at
scale, responsibility must extend across
the content's entire life cycle, not end
at hosting.

Al-generated misinformation does not
manufacture division out of nothing. It
exploits existing fault lines, lending
fabricated narratives more credibility and
speed, which is precisely why this has
become a public-order issue, not merely
atechnology one.

Equal Safeguards for India

Big Tech and Al platforms do not apply
uniform safeguards everywhere. During
US elections, these companies invested
heavily in election-integrity operations,
fact-checker partnerships and rapid-
response detection. Similar patterns
have emerged across Europe as
regulatory pressure has grown. In India,
platforms have mostly taken the position
of neutral intermediaries, responding
only after content has already spread.
If companies can deploy stronger
safeguards in the US and Europe, why
should Indian users, in a country of far
greater scale and linguistic complexity,
receive weaker protection? Part of the
answer is cost. Multilingual moderation
is expensive, and platforms have been
reluctant to fund it uniformly. A more
uncomfortable possibility is structural.
Many of the same companies that build
Al tools capable of generating synthetic
media also own the platforms that
distribute it, complicating accountability
when both functions sit within one
ecosystem.

This should not be acceptable to India.
With over 900 million internet users,
India has the leverage and the legitimate
national interest to demand the rigour it
sees deployed elsewhere.
Recommendation algorithms are built to
maximise engagement. Virality is the
objective, not a side effect, which may
be commercially defensible in general.
But once Al-generated content touches
communal harmony, law and order,
elections or national security,
commercial incentives cannot override
the safety of Indian citizens. Big Tech
does not get to treat India as a lower-
safeguard market simply because
enforcement here has historically been
slower to bite.

What India's New IT Rules Attempt
India began addressing this through the
Information Technology (Amendment)
Rules, 2026, marking a shift from
reactive moderation to preventive
compliance. Al-generated audio, video
or images indistinguishable from real
people or events now attract a higher
standard of due diligence, and platforms
must deploy automated detection to
prevent uploads of unlawful synthetic
content, such as impersonation of public
figures, fabricated riot footage and
fraudulent records.

The framework also emphasises
transparency through watermarking,
audio disclosures and provenance
markers such as digital fingerprints or
tools like SynthID, and it tightens
takedown timelines, since every
additional hour multiplies reach.
Critically, compliance is no longer
voluntary, and intermediaries that
repeatedly fail these obligations risk
losing safe-harbour protection under
Section 79 of the IT Act, exposing them
to direct legal liability.

But labelling and provenance metadata
mean little if platforms do not treat them
as an operational priority. Detection
must run at publication and, more
importantly, at the point content begins
to go viral, not days later, after a
government notice.

In a country as vast and interconnected
as India, unchecked Al-generated
misinformation, deployed by extreme
elements on every side of the political
divide, can become a force multiplier for
violence that no police force can contain
after the fact. That burden has to sit
primarily with Big Tech and Al
companies, not an overstretched
enforcement apparatus playing catch-
up. These are the same companies that
build the systems capable of generating
synthetic media and the platforms that
decide, algorithmically, how far it travels.
They cannot profit from both ends of that
chain while disclaiming responsibility for
either.

By Vinay Sarawagi
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Why Does Balochistan Want Independence From
Pakistan? A Look At The Long Runnlng Confllct

For decades, Pakistan’s
southwestern province of
Balochistan has been at the centre
of a conflict between Baloch
nationalist groups and the federal
government in Islamabad. What
began as opposition to the region’s
incorporation into Pakistan in 1948
has evolved into a complex struggle
shaped by historical grievances,
economic disparities, human
rights concerns and demands for
greater political autonomy.

The 1948 Accession & Historical
Grievances

The roots of the Baloch nationalist
movement date back to the
partition of British India in 1947.
Before Pakistan’s creation, the
region’s largest princely state, the
Khanate of Kalat, declared
independence. However, in March
1948, the Khan of Kalat signed an
instrument of accession to
Pakistan after negotiations and
military pressure from Islamabad.
Baloch nationalist groups maintain
that the accession was not
voluntary and regard it as an
annexation of their territory. This
dispute over Balochistan’s political
status remains a central issue in
the independence movement and
has fuelled several insurgencies
over the past seven decades.
Resource-Rich But
Underdeveloped

Although Balochistan accounts for

nearly 44 per cent of Pakistan’s
land area, it remains the country’s
least developed province by many
socio-economic indicators.
Nationalist leaders argue that the
province’s vast natural resources
have largely benefited other parts
of Pakistan while local
communities continue to face
poverty, unemployment and
inadequate infrastructure. One of
the most frequently cited examples
is the Sui gas field, discovered in
1952. The gas has supplied
homes and industries across
Pakistan for decades, but many
areas of Balochistan still lack
reliable access to gas, electricity
and basic public services.
Concerns Over CPEC &
Gwadar

The development of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and the strategic Gwadar
Port has further intensified
tensions. The Pakistani
government views CPEC as a
transformative economic initiative
that will boost connectivity,
investment and employment.
However, many Baloch groups
argue that local communities have
not benefited proportionately from
the project. Critics claim that
large-scale infrastructure
development has led to concerns
over land rights, resource control
and demographic changes, while
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employment opportunities have

largely gone to workers from

outside the province.

Allegations of Human Rights |

Violations

Human rights concerns have
become another major flashpoint
in the conflict.
organisations, including Amnesty
International, have repeatedly
raised concerns over alleged
enforced disappearances,
arbitrary detentions and
restrictions on freedom of
expression in Balochistan.
Families of missing persons and
civil society groups have accused
security agencies of abducting
activists, students, journalists
and political workers suspected
of supporting nationalist causes.
Pakistani authorities have denied
many of the allegations and argue
that security operations are
necessary to combat militancy
and maintain law and order.

The issue has gained renewed
attention through campaigns led
by rights activists and
organisations advocating greater
accountability and justice for
missing persons.

Rise of Armed Insurgency
Alongside peaceful political
movements, several armed
separatist organisations have
carried out attacks against
security forces, government

i
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installations and economic
infrastructure. Among the most
prominent groups is the Baloch
Liberation Army, which has
claimed responsibility for a
number of high-profile attacks in
recent years.

The insurgency has evolved
significantly, with militant groups
increasingly targeting strategic
infrastructure, transportation
networks and projects linked to
foreign investment. Pakistan
considers these organisations
terrorist groups and has
conducted extensive military
operations against them.

A Clash of Narratives

For the Pakistani state,
Balochistan is strategically vital
due to its geography, mineral
wealth and access to the Arabian
Sea. Islamabad argues that
development projects and
security measures are aimed at
improving the province’s future and
protecting national interests. For
many Baloch nationalists,
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however, the movement is about
preserving political rights, control
over natural resources and a
distinct ethnic and cultural
identity. They contend that
decades of economic
marginalisation and political
repression have left them with
little faith in the federal system.
The Balochistan conflict remains
unresolved because it combines
several overlapping issues:
disputed historical narratives,
economic grievances, demands
for greater autonomy, allegations
of human rights abuses and
ongoing armed resistance. While
successive Pakistani
governments have announced
development packages and
reconciliation efforts, mistrust
between nationalist groups and
the state continues to run deep,
ensuring that the question of
Balochistan’s future remains one
of South Asia’s most and
complex political disputes.

By : Saurabh Verma
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The Chill Before the Rule

On September 18, public benefits return to the green-card calculation. The
greater danger is what frightened families do before then.

" UNDERSTANDING THE 2022 PUBLIC CHARGE RULE RESCISSION: A GUIDE FOR IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES |

WHAT CHANGED ON
SEPTEMBER 18, 2023
1. PREVIOUS RULE (2022)
$S1, TANF, State Cash Assistance COUNTS
Long-term Institutionalization

SNAP, Medicaid (maost), CHIP,
WIC, Housing

NARROW & PREDICTABLE TEST

COUNTS

EXCLUDED

NEW RULE (Effective Sept 18)
&Total Circumstances Review

=— Factors: Age, Health, Family, Assets,
= Education, Skills, Sponsor

. MAY BE CONSIDERED,
Non-Cash Benefits

BUT NOT AUTOMATICALLY
OFFICER DISCRETION RETURNS TO STATUTORY TEST

DISQUALIFYING

Q PROTECTIONS & KEY DATES
Past Use Protected: Benefits received

BEFORE Sept 18 are evaluated under

the old standard.
Apphcatlons Filed BEFORE Sept 18 fall
under the old rule.
@-
@ separate State Department standards.
THE REAL DANGER:
PREVENTABLE DISENROLLMENT.
Don’t pull children off benefits

due to fear or rumors.
Past use is protected.

Humanitarian Categories (e.q., Asylees,
UIT Visas) remain EXEMPT.

Consular Processing ABROAD follows

= COMMUNITY ACTION &
GUIDANCE

.. ADVISORS & INSTITUTIONS: Community
" clinics, Gurdwaras, Temples, Practitioners
MUST SHARE ACCURATE INFORMATION.

» COMMUNITY GURDWARA -~ TEMPLE

<+ CLINIC LANGAR ALLL TRUST

THREE CRITICAL MESSAGES TO REPEAT:
Your children’s benefits are your children’s.
Past use is protected.

Do not disenroll anyone on the strength of a rumor.

PRACTICAL GUIDANCE:
? IF FILE IS READY: Submit Form |-485
() BEFORE Sept 18 to keep narrower standard.

IF FILING AFTER: Thoroughly document
assets, employment, education, and
sponsor affidavit.

—E KNOW YOUR RIGHTS. FIGHT FEAR WITH FACTS. SEEK TRUSTED LEGAL HELP.%—

BY SUNNY THIND,
PUBLISHER

On July 20, the Department of Homeland
Security published a final rule rescinding
the 2022 public charge regulation. It takes
effect September 18. From that date,
officers deciding whether a green-card
applicantis "likely at any time to become
a public charge" recover the discretion
the 2022 rule took away.

What this means requires precision,
because imprecision here does

EDITOR-

measurable damage.

Under the 2022 rule, the test was narrow
and predictable. Only cash assistance
for income maintenance - SSI, TANF,
state general assistance - and long-term
|nst|tut|onallzat|on at government

expense counted against an applicant.
SNAP, most Medicaid, CHIP, WIC, and
housing assistance were expressly
excluded.

The new rule does not resurrect the 2019
regulation with its benefit lists and twelve-
month thresholds. It replaces the
framework with nothing at all. Officers
return to the bare statutory test under INA
§212(a)(4): a totality-of-the-
circumstances review weighing age,
health, family status, assets, resources,
financial status, education, skills, and the
Affidavit of Support. Non-cash benefits are
no longer barred from consideration.
Neither are they automatically
disqualifying. Everything becomes a
judgment call by an individual adjudicator,
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which is another way of saying the
outcome now depends on who opens
your file.

Now the parts too few people are
repeating loudly enough. Benefits
received before September 18 are
protected - DHS has said prior use of
Medicaid, SNAP, CHIP, or housing
assistance will be evaluated under the old
standard. Applications for admission
made before that date, and adjustment
applications postmarked or electronically
filed before it, fall under the current rule.
Major humanitarian categories remain
statutorily exempt. And consular
processing abroad is governed by
separate State Department standards,
historically narrower, which may matter

beet your memonies alive with,...

for some families weighing where to file.
Here is the history that should worry us
most. When the 2019 rule was
announced, the measurable harm was
not in denials. It was in disenroliment.
Families pulled U.S.-citizen children off
CHIP and out of food assistance -
benefits belonging to those children - in
households where public charge did not
apply to anyone at all. Emergency rooms
absorbed conditions a clinic visit would
have caught. The rule did most of its work
before it did any of its work. That will
happen again unless our institutions
move first. Gurdwara langar committees,
temple trusts, community clinics in
Jackson Heights and Edison, and every
practitioner serving this readership
should be repeating three sentences
now: your children's benefits are your
children's. Past use is protected. Do not
disenroll anyone on the strength of a
rumour. The practical guidance is simple.
If you are eligible to adjust status and
your file is ready, submit before
September 18 - you keep the narrower
standard and the current Form [-485,
which will be rejected after that date. If
you cannot, document assets,
employment, education, and your
sponsor's affidavit thoroughly, because
those statutory factors now carry the
weight the old lists used to carry. The
rule is a policy choice, and reasonable
people will argue it on the merits. The
panic is not a policy choice. It is
preventable - and preventing it is a job
for community institutions before it is a
job for lawyers.

TSAI Editorial Board
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In An Al-Anchored World Order, Tech
Capltal Alone Can't Price Our Future

Last year, multinational company
Nvidia's market value became $5
trillion, which is bigger than the annual
production size of most major global
economies at this point. At about the
same time, the world's biggest tech
companies announced investment
plans that may total more than a
trillion dollars over the next few years,
much of which will be focused on
building infrastructure for Al, data
centres, and advanced computing
systems. Al-led investments are
guiding a new trend in the world stock
market trends and across major
economies - while sucking out capital
from emerging market economies and
other sectors.

This is proof of a new revolution in
technology-led capital investment that
has caused the emergence of what is
an Al-anchored world order. There are
issues with this trend, of course.
Commitment to Al-led investment is
growing, but there is limited evidence
of widespread productivity gains in/
across these firms - which we
explained earlier in terms of the
formation of a tech-fueled mania or
bubble. Goldman Sachs estimates
that cumulative capital expenditure by
the world's largest hyperscalers could
exceed $1.1 trillion over the coming
years, while Morgan Stanley projects
nearly $2.9 trillion in global data-
centre spending through 2028.
Broader Al-related investment is
expected to surpass $1.6 trillion over
the same period, extending far beyond
software into semiconductors, cloud
infrastructure, electricity networks,
and specialised computing systems.
While all major companies are blindly
betting on big investments in Al,
(stock) markets have been signaling
other companies to follow trend and
governments - some of which hardly
understand Al at all, are rethinking
their industrial policies and growth-
strategies around it. This is troubling-
and a trend too well seen in economic
history before where the history of
economic change through investment
pledges made are rarely as apparent
as the financial optimism often seen
around it.

HUMANITY'S §
CROSSROADS |

There is of course a few countries
benefiting from this pivot to an Al-led
world order. Nations with their stack
of industries promoting Al benefit while
others lose out. US and China with
their foundational Al models; South
Korea, Taiwan with their chip-
manufacturing industrial strength, and,
Israel and Japan with their skilled
capital beneficial for Al-investments
are obvious gainers. For others, like
Europe, India, Brazil, Philippines,
South Africa etc. see muted benefits.
The potential for commercial returns
from Al is not yet clear in these
countries or in other EMEs which are
seeing a greater amount of foreign
capital move out as well.

In Al-companies too, the productivity
gain verdict isn't fully out. OpenAl's
own forecasts reportedly predict that
it will suffer cumulative losses of more
than $140 billion from 2024 to 2029.
The price of advancing the
technological frontier is continuing to
increase rapidly throughout the
industry.

According to industry estimates, the
incremental improvements in language
models will be increasingly expensive
in terms of computing power, energy
usage and capital expenditure. The
economics of Al is starting to look
more like massive infrastructure
initiatives than software.

Meanwhile, there is less dramatic
evidence from the workplace than the
market valuations may indicate. A
recent study by the National Bureau
of Economic Research showed that
more than 90 per cent of the firms
surveyed said that Al has had little or
no impact on their workplaces.
Business leaders are still hopeful for
future productivity gains, but they are
still ahead of what is being seen.
This disconnect between expectation
and economic reality is not new. There
have been many occasions when
significant technological changes have
happened in a similar way. The
railways were drawing in huge
speculative capital before they had
had any impact on national markets.
Electricity produced unprecedented
investment prior to the productivity

impact that it had in industries. The
dot-com era saw a lot of excitement
about new technologies that have
since changed the world, but not
always in the time investors had
envisioned.

The uniqueness of the present
moment is the extent of the financial
concentration around a small number
of companies and technologies.
Nvidia now makes up over 7 per cent
of the S&P 500. Capital is also going
to the semiconductor manufacturers,
cloud infrastructure providers, energy
suppliers, and data centre operators.
The entire ecosystem has turned into
a global investment magnet.Some
observers have started to doubt that
parts of this ecosystem are becoming
more self-referential. The Bank for
International Settlements (BIS) and
various market analysts have noted
the appearance of financing models
where investment funds flow within the
Al industry itself. Chipmakers invest
in start-ups, start-ups buy chips,
valuations go up, and more money
comes in. These can produce a strong
impression of strong demand where it
is not actually there. The worry is not
so much about fraud, but about the
risk that the financial momentum
starts to feed back in.

The consequences aren't limited to
the stock market alone.

The impact of artificial intelligence on
labour markets is becoming more
nuanced. The widespread notion of
mass technological unemployment
has not yet come true. What is
coming in the future is a widening gap
between those whose jobs can be
assisted by Al and those whose jobs
can be automated by Al. New data
from PwC's Al Jobs Barometer
suggests a growing polarisation of the
labour market. There are jobs that are
growing faster in wages and demand
that are using Al to complement
specialized skills.There are jobs that
are growing in wages and demand that
are using Al to complement
specialized skills. Routine cognitive
tasks are under increasing pressure.
Some segments have already
experienced significant decreases in

translation, localisation and basic
content production. Customer-
support operations are becoming
more and more automated, with
companies reporting substantial
savings on the number of routine
interactions they are having with
human representatives.

There's another limitation that's
hardly talked about.

Physical infrastructure is becoming

' a key component of the future of Al.

This year, global data centres will use
approximately 565 terawatt-hours of
electricity, and Al optimised servers

% are expected to be a growing portion

of that consumption. Reliable power
is one of the major constraints to
expansion in several areas.

This has introduced a curious
paradox. The most popular digital
technology of our times is
increasingly relying on very traditional
issues, such as electricity
generation, transmission systems,
land acquisition, and industrial
supply chains. In the advanced
economies, energy planners are
dealing with speculative demand
forecasts from developers wanting
future power capacity.

More than two-thirds of utility
executives are facing requests for
data-centre loads that may never
come, according to a recent
Capgemini survey. The impact of
artificial intelligence is starting to
influence investments in industries
outside the tech space. In the interim,
geopolitical rivalry is getting more
serious. Chinese open-weight models
are closing performance gaps with the
top Western systems, and at much
lower costs. As skills grow more
common, the potential for fast
commoditisation hangs over parts of
the industry. The challenge now might
be to monetise it in a sustainable
way, rather than creating a strong
model. That process can speed up
innovation, bring in investment and
establish new industries. It can also
create distortions when there is a
disconnect between expectations and
outcomes. The difficulty will be not
so much about predicting what
artificial intelligence can do, but
about understanding the implications
of acting as if its benefits are already
here. And so, as the Al booster effect
continues to help economies sail
through one crisis after another,
perceived and projected expectations
of such investments in terms of
growth and its distributive prosperity
are yet to be figured out. Developing
nations, including India, will require
a different orientation to its industrial
policy going forward to absorb
benefits in terms of external gains
from Al-capital investments to some
sectors (like advanced manufacturing
and services) while thinking differently
for the shared prosperity of its
population through other sectors
where maximum labour-force
participate rates are embedded.

By Deepanshu Mohan, Ankur
Singh



19 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #540

FRIDAY, 31 JULY, 2026

Knife-Wielding Man Stabs Three Women in Paris,
Invokes Allah in Rampage Near Porte de Clichy

PARIS : A 31-year-old man
armed with two kitchen knives
stabbed three women, including one
who was pregnant, in a rampage near
Porte de Clichy in Paris on Monday
morning, before being tackled and and
pinned to the ground by bystanders
and detained by an off-duty police of-
ficer. French Interior Minister Laurent
Nunez confirmed the attack, which left
two of the women in critical condition
and a third with minor injuries. The vic-
tims, aged 19, 24 and 36, were struck lice
in the abdomen and lower back.

Witnesses and video footage
verified by Reuters showed the at-
tacker, dressed in a cream-colored
tracksuit, wielding a large knife in
each hand as he lunged at a young
woman near the Two Domes brewery.

with

Oman Pitches Malacca-Style
Plan to End Iran's Sole Grip
on Strait of Hormuz

MUSCAT / TEHRAN : Oman has pre-
sented Iran with a Gulf-backed proposal for a
joint regional mechanism to manage the Strait
of Hormuz, under which Tehran would collect vol-
untary fees from shipping but would no longer
exercise sole control of the strategic waterway,
a Gulf source told Reuters this week. The plan
is modeled on the Strait of Malacca in South-
east Asia, where Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore ask vessels to make voluntary con-
tributions to fund navigation, environmental pro-
tection and search-and-rescue operations - a
system that generates roughly $70 million a year,
according to a Georgetown University-Qatar ana-
lyst tracking the talks.

The proposal comes days after the
United States abruptly suspended its latest cam-
paign of air strikes on Iran, raising hopes of a
diplomatic breakthrough that could reopen the
strait to normal shipping. The waterway carried
roughly a fifth of the world's energy supplies be-
fore the recent conflict shut it down. President
Trump said Monday the U.S. was having "good
talks" with Iran and that a deal was possible,
but warned strikes would resume if negotiations
collapsed. Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi discussed the Hormuz proposal sepa-
rately with his Omani and Saudi counterparts
this week, with Tehran's foreign ministry saying
he "emphasised the need to strengthen coop-
eration and advance joint diplomatic efforts to
establish stability in the region." Tehran has
separately argued that its interim arrangement
with Washington already allows it to manage
shipping through the strait, and has objected to
U.S. efforts to support an alternate route that
runs closer to Oman. Analysts caution the ulti-
mate sticking point may be political: Tehran had
floated a far higher fee of roughly $1 million per
ship, well above what the voluntary Malacca-style
model would likely generate.

Bystanders, including a man who
struck the
attacker
his §
suitcase

waiter who [
pinned
him with a
chair, sub-
dued him
until po-
ar-
rived. Ac-
cording to
multiple
witnesses
and a po-

al

rest that he had been ordered by Al-

short of formally classifying the attack
as terrorism, with Nunez describing
the suspect's statements as "incoher-
ent" and saying a source close to the
investigation indicated he may suffer
from psychiatric problems. The case
has been assigned to the Paris judi-
cial police's first district on charges
of attempted aggravated homicide,
and the national anti-terrorism
prosecutor's office has been notified
but has not taken up the matter. The
attack came roughly 40 hours after a
deadly, Islamist-linked vehicle-ram-
ming and machete attack at a Pride
festival in Berlin that left one person
dead and more than a dozen injured,
intensifying scrutiny across Europe of

lice source cited by Le Parisien, the
man repeatedly declared during his ar-

lah to kill women.
French authorities have so far stopped attacks.

a string of recent knife and vehicle

Netanyahu Objected to US Sale of F-33s to
Turkey; Trump Pushes Ahead Regardiess

WASHINGTON / ANKARA :
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu directly lobbied President
Donald Trump against selling F-35
stealth fighter jets to Turkey, warning
that the transfer would "destroy the
power balance in the Middle East" and
undermine Israel's air superiority in
the region. Trump, speaking to report-
ers aboard Air Force One, flatly re-
jected the objection. "Nobody tells me
what we should be selling," the presi-
dent said, describing Turkey as a "tre-
mendous ally" and praising Ankara's
role in Syria. Turkey was removed
from the multinational F-35 program

in 2019 during Trump's first term after
it purchased Russia's S-400 air de-
fense system, a move that triggered
sanctions under the Countering
America's Adversaries Through Sanc-
tions Act. Trump signaled at the NATO
summit in Ankara this month that he
was prepared to overturn that ban,
though the State Department has
since told Congress that Turkey does
not yet qualify for the sale, citing the
unresolved S-400 issue.

In a CNN interview,
Netanyahu called Turkey "a regime
infected by the Muslim Brotherhood"
that "hates the United States," and

said President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
is "not exactly a model ally.” He cited
Ankara's support for Hamas and its
territorial disputes with Cyprus and
Greece as further reasons Washing-
ton should withhold the jets. Trump,
while acknowledging friction between
Ankara and Tel Aviv, brushed aside the
criticism and said Turkey possesses
"a lot of great equipment” and a "very
powerful military." Netanyahu has
downplayed any rift with Trump, in-
sisting the two leaders remain "eye
to eye" on the region's major issues
despite the disagreement over An-
kara.

20 Killed as Pakistani Forces Grush Long
March Protests in PoK's Rawalakot

RAWALAKOT / ISLAMABAD

At least 20 people were killed and
dozens more critically injured after
Pakistani security forces opened
fire with live ammunition on protest-
ers taking part in a "Long March"
organized by the Joint Awami Ac-
tion Committee (JAAC) in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, according to the
group and multiple regional reports.
The crackdown, which unfolded
Monday evening in Rawalakot, fol-
lowed the failure of talks between
JAAC and Pakistani authorities and
coincided with the start of multi-
phase PoK legislative assembly
elections that the committee has
urged residents to boycott. The
march began in the Mirpur Division
on Sunday, with caravans converg-

ing on a sit-in at Rawalakot before
setting out for Muzaffarabad. JAAC
said it had confirmed the identities
of 19 of the dead, with a twentieth
victim, killed by a bullet to the head,
still unidentified. The United Kash-
mir People's National Party said
Pakistani forces used live ammuni-
tion, heavy shelling and tear gas
against what it described as peace-
ful demonstrators, and called on the
United Nations and international
human rights bodies to intervene
immediately. Snipers were report-
edly deployed at multiple points
around the city, and long-range tear
gas shells were used to disperse
crowds even as protesters vowed to
continue. India's Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs said the violence was "a

natural consequence" of Pakistan's
"oppressive approach" and "sys-
temic plundering” of the region, and
separately dismissed Islamabad's
attempts to link the unrest to In-
dian instigation as "fabricated
claims." Pakistani officials, includ-
ing Defence Minister Khawaja Asif,
have in the past framed unrest in
PoK as evidence of an external hand
at work, though Islamabad has not
produced public evidence for such
claims regarding the current pro-
tests. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has expanded a federal ne-
gotiating committee in an effort to
defuse the crisis, even as the crack-
down continues under a communi-
cations blackout across parts of the
territory.

NATO Top Commander Warns 'The Math Is Not in Favor
of the West,' Urges Cheaper Mass-Produced Defenses

(Our Staff
BRUSSELS

Reporter) "Today, the math is notin favor
NATO's of the West," Vandier told Fox

existing high-end weapons will
not close the gap. "Thereisno "exquisite,"

alongside a smaller stock of kill the
high-end weapons, as

most complex

ballistic

Supreme Allied Commander
for Transformation, French
Adm. Pierre Vandier, has
warned that the Western
alliance must fundamentally
overhaul its weapons and
industrial base to withstand the
scale of drone and missile
attacks now being seen in
Ukraine and the Middle East.

News Digital in an interview
following the NATO summit in
Ankara, Turkey, held in early
July, where allies committed to
acquiring 900 Patriot missiles
and investing more than $40
billion in counter-drone
capabilities over five years.

Vandier argued that simply
buying more of the alliance's

way to produce 50,000 Patriots
a year," he said. "We don't
have the supply chain, and it's
not worth doing that given the
cost of the weapon." Instead,
he called for a layered defense
architecture combining cheap,
mass-producible "attritable"
weapons capable of countering
waves of low-cost drones,

interceptors reserved for missiles." Russia's sustained

sophisticated threats such as
ballistic missiles.

"You need to have attritable,
low-cost, mass-produced
weapons to just kill the low-
cost weapons that are coming
by big waves," Vandier said,
"and then you need still the
exquisite, complex weapons to

nightly missile and drone
barrages against Ukraine,
combined with the recent
U.S.-Iran conflict's strain on
high-end interceptor
stockpiles including Patriot
and THAAD systems, has
intensified pressure on NATO
planners.
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Mamdani Unveils $70 Million Plan for City-Owned
Grocery Stores Oﬁerlng 30% Dlscounts Faces Backlash

(Our Staff Reporter) NEWYORK
: New York City Mayor Zohran
Mamdani has laid out a $70 mil-
lion plan to open five city-owned
grocery stores, one in each bor-
ough, promising a 30 percent dis-
count on staples including eggs,
milk, bread, cheese, seafood,
chicken, fruit and vegetables.
Under the plan, the city will pro-
vide the real estate and waive rent
and property taxes for the stores,
allowing the savings to be passed
on to shoppers regardless of in-
come. City projections suggest
the discounts could cut the aver-
age New Yorker's monthly gro-
cery bill by about $90, or roughly
$1,000 a year.

The first store, budgeted at
roughly $30 million of the $70
million total, is planned for La
Marqueta, an existing public
market space in East Harlem,
with an opening targeted for the
end of 2027; sites for stores in
Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Is-
land have not yet been finalized.
Prices on a "core basket" of
goods would be locked in for a
full month at a time under the
plan, which Mamdani framed as

protection against "weekly fluc-
tuations" and "sticker shock at
the checkout line." Private opera-
tors selected by the city would
handle day-to-day operations,
and the stores would not sell
cigarettes, alcohol, lottery tick-
ets or hot food.

The proposal, a marquee pledge
from Mamdani's 2025 campaign,
has drawn sharp pushback from
independent grocers and bodega
owners who argue that city-sub-
sidized competitors could under-
cut businesses already operating

on thin margins; a Fox News
Digital analysis found roughly 45
existing grocery stores within a
35-minute walk of the East
Harlem site alone. City Council
Speaker Julie Menin has signaled
she has not yet decided whether
to back the plan, saying she will
assess its impact on "consum-
ers and local small businesses,
including bodegas." New York
Governor Kathy Hochul has sepa-
rately criticized the concept, say-
ing she favors "free enterprise,"
as critics note the plan arrives

. amid a roughly $5.4 billion

citywide budget gap.NEW YORK
: New York City Mayor Zohran
Mamdani has laid out a $70 mil-
lion plan to open five city-owned
grocery stores, one in each bor-
ough, promising a 30 percent dis-
count on staples including eggs,
milk, bread, cheese, seafood,
chicken, fruit and vegetables.
Under the plan, the city will pro-
vide the real estate and waive rent
and property taxes for the stores,
allowing the savings to be passed
on to shoppers regardless of in-
come. City projections suggest
the discounts could cut the aver-
age New Yorker's monthly gro-
cery bill by about $90, or roughly
$1,000 a year. The first store, bud-
geted at roughly $30 million of the
$70 million total, is planned for
La Marqueta, an existing public
market space in East Harlem,

with an opening targeted for the
end of 2027; sites for stores in
Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Is-
land have not yet been finalized.
Prices on a "core basket" of
goods would be locked in for a
full month at a time under the
plan, which Mamdani framed as

protection against "weekly fluc-
tuations" and "sticker shock at
the checkout line." Private opera-
tors selected by the city would
handle day-to-day operations,
and the stores would not sell
cigarettes, alcohol, lottery tick-
ets or hot food.

The proposal, a marquee pledge
from Mamdani's 2025 campaign,
has drawn sharp pushback from
independent grocers and bodega
owners who argue that city-sub-
sidized competitors could under-
cut businesses already operating
on thin margins; a Fox News
Digital analysis found roughly 45
existing grocery stores within a
35-minute walk of the East
Harlem site alone. City Council
Speaker Julie Menin has signaled
she has not yet decided whether
to back the plan, saying she will
assess its impact on "consum-
ers and local small businesses,
including bodegas." New York
Governor Kathy Hochul has sepa-
rately criticized the concept, say-
ing she favors "free enterprise,"
as critics note the plan arrives
amid a roughly $5.4 billion
citywide budget gap.

World to Get an Artificial Sun? China Completes
Testing of World s Largest Fusion Magnet

(Our Staff Reporter) HEFEI,

CHINA China has completed the
development and full-performance
testing of what researchers say

is the world s largest supercon-
ducting fusion magnet, a mile-
stone in Beijing's long-running
effort to build a working "artificial

sun" and generate electricity from
nuclear fusion by around 2030.
The toroidal-field magnet, devel-
oped by the Institute of Plasma

B Physics under the Chinese Acad-
» emy of Sciences, is a D-shaped

structure measuring 21 meters
long and 12 meters wide and
weighing 582 tonnes - by the
institute's account, the largest
fusion reactor magnet ever built,

¢ with 1.3 times the volume and
_' three times the stored energy of
| comparable magnets developed

for the international ITER project.
Researchers also completed
testing of a companion high-tem-
perature superconducting central
solenoid coil, and said the two

1.1-Magnitude Earthquake Rocks Southern Japan,
Kills Several, Traps Dozens in Kumamoto Mall

(Our Staff Reporter) KUMAMOTO, JAPAN A pow-
erful earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of
7.1 struck Japan's southern Kumamoto prefec-
ture on Tuesday afternoon, triggering a tsunami
advisory, collapsing buildings and causing an ex-
plosion at a shopping mall where several people
are feared dead and dozens more remain trapped.
The Japan Meteorological Agency said the quake,
centered near the city of Uki at a depth of about
10 kilometers, registered the highest possible
reading of seven on Japan's Shindo intensity
scale; the U.S. Geological Survey measured it
separately at 6.8. Roughly 20 to 30 workers could
not be reached after an explosion partially col-
lapsed the AEON Mall in Kashima City, accord-
ing to public broadcaster NHK, which cited police
sources. At least one hospital reported more than
50 injuries, with another reporting around 40
wounded, including 10 in serious condition. Aerial
footage showed a derailed cargo train, collapsed

towers at an industrial facility, cracked roads and
adamaged wall at the historic Kumamoto Castle,
builtin 1607. Authorities said roughly 300,000 resi-
dents were instructed to seek shelter at evacua-
tion centers, and more than 46,000 households
lost power. Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi urged
residents to "remain vigilant for the possibility of
another earthquake of similar magnitude" and said
the government was working to assess the full
scope of the damage. Japan's nuclear regulator
informed the International Atomic Energy Agency
that the nearby Sendai nuclear plant was undam-
aged, and Kyushu Electric Power said it found no
abnormalities at either the Sendai or Genkai
nuclear stations. Chipmaker TSMC, which oper-
ates a major plant in Kumamoto, said all person-
nel at the site had been confirmed safe. Japan
sits on the Pacific "Ring of Fire" and experiences
nearly 20 percent of the world's earthquakes of
magnitude 6.0 or higher.

systems together validate the
core magnetic-confinement tech-
nology needed to hold plasma
superheated beyond 100 million
degrees Celsius - hotter than the
sun's core - without letting it
touch reactor walls. The magnets
are part of China's Comprehen-
sive Research Facility for Fusion
Technology, which feeds into the
Burning Plasma Experimental
Superconducting Tokamak, ex-
pected to be completed by the
end of 2027.

The breakthrough builds on other
recent gains, including a world-
record sustained plasma run of
1,066 seconds at 100 million de-
grees Celsius earlier this year on

China's Experimental Advanced
Superconducting Tokamak,
popularly known as its existing
"artificial sun." Chinese engi-
neers said they had also cut
the cost of high-temperature
superconducting tape from
400 yuan to 100 yuan per
meter, a reduction they called
critical to the long-term eco-
nomic viability of fusion power.
Scientists caution that full
reactor assembly, extended
testing, and demonstrating
that a reactor can generate more
energy than it consumes remain
significant hurdles before com-
mercial fusion power becomes a
reality.

Kamala Hartis Endorses Troy Jackson in
Maine's Pivotal US Senate Race

PORTLAND, MAINE : Former Vice
President Kamala Harris on Monday
endorsed Troy Jackson, the
Democratic nominee for U.S. Senate
in Maine, just two days after state
party delegates named him as a last-
minute replacement candidate in a
race widely seen as pivotal to control
of the chamber. Jackson, a fifth-
generation logger and former
president of the Maine Senate,
secured the nomination Saturday at
a hastily called convention in Bangor
after Graham Platner, who had won
the June primary, withdrew amid
sexual assault accusations that he
has denied. In a fundraising email,
Harris drew a direct comparison to
her own compressed 2024
presidential run, which began after
President Biden ended his re-election

bid. "Troy will have just 101 days
between his nomination for Senate
and when voters in Maine will cast
their ballots," Harris wrote, urging
Democrats to rally behind him. ltwas
not immediately clear whether
Jackson's campaign had sought the
endorsement or whether it was
offered unprompted; representatives
for the campaign and the Maine
Democratic Party did notimmediately
respond to requests for comment.
Jackson will face longtime
Republican Senator Susan Collinsin
November, in a contest Democrats
view as one of several must-win races
if the party is to retake control of the
Senate; strategists say the party also
needs to flip three other Republican-
held seats while holding all of its
currentones.
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Johnson & Johnson Offers $5.5 Billion to Settle Tens
of Thousands of Talcum Powder Cancer Lawsuits

NEW YORK : Johnson & Johnson said
Monday it has reached a proposed $5.5
billion settlement to resolve nearly all of
the roughly 69,000 to 76,000 remaining
U.S. lawsuits alleging that its talc-based
baby powder and related products caused
ovarian cancer, capping more than a de-
cade of litigation that survived three failed
bankruptcy maneuvers by the company.
The agreement covers cases consolidated
in federal courtin New Jersey as well as
related claims in state courts, account-
ing for roughly 99.75 percent of the out-
standing U.S. talc claims, the company
said.

J&J plans to pay up to $3 billion in 2027,
with the remainder distributed after 2028.
The deal is conditioned on acceptance
by law firms representing at least 95 per-

cent of the remaining claimants. Erik
Haas, the
company's
vice presi-
dent of liti-
gation,
maintained
that the un-
derlying
claims
"lack sci-
entific
merit" but
said the
settlement
allows the
company

"a fair measure of long-delayed justice”

of women waiting for compensation.

J&J stopped selling talc-based baby pow-
der in North America in 2020, switching
to a cornstarch-based formula, and dis-
continued talc products globally in 2023.
The company has separately paid
roughly $2.5 billion to resolve a batch of
Missouri claims in 2021 and $700 mil-
lion in 2024 to settle a 43-state attor-
neys general investigation into its mar-
keting practices. It also faces an active
lawsuit in the United Kingdom, filed on
behalf of roughly 3,000 claimants, esti-
mated to be worth more than £1 billion.
The World Health Organization classi-
fied talc as "probably carcinogenic to hu-
mans" in 2024, though J&J continues to

to "put this matter behind it." Plaintiffs' after what he described as "three failed dispute any causal link between its prod-

lead counsel Chris Seeger called the deal

bankruptcies" that left tens of thousands

ucts and cancer.

H-1B Alert for Indians: US Labor
Department Bars Four Companies
From Hiring Foreign Workers

WASHINGTON : The U.S. Department of
Labor has formally designated four employers as
"willful violators" of H-1B visa rules, barring
GowraTech LLC, Renotek Group LLC, Seeloz Inc.
and Sherwood at Mount Dora Inc. (doing business
as Sherwood Academy) from filing new H-1B
petitions for staggered two-year periods running
as late as May 2028. The action, part of the
department's Project Firewall initiative launched in
late 2025, is likely to draw close attention from the
Indian professional community, which accounts for
the large majority of H-1B visa holders nationwide.

Labor Department Inspector General
Anthony P. D'Esposito said the investigations went
well beyond routine paperwork violations. "This isn't
just paperwork fraud - it's the exploitation of
vulnerable workers, forced labor, the displacement
of American workers, and abusive human
trafficking,” he said. "As the Inspector General,
my top priorities are exposing fraud, protecting
American workers, and putting criminals in cuffs."
Federal officials said more than 175 active
investigations into H-1B fraud were underway as
of July, producing more than $15 million in assessed
back wages tied to wage-kickback schemes and
other abuses.

Labor Secretary Lori Chavez-DeRemer
said some employers had "paid foreign workers
below-market wages, bypassed qualified
Americans, or even forced U.S. employees to train
their own replacements." Employees at the four
barred companies are being urged to consider self-
sponsored pathways or transfers to cap-exempt
employers, since a revoked petition could place a
worker's immigration status in jeopardy. The
enforcement action coincides with a new wage-
weighted H-1B lottery system for the FY 2027
season, designed to prioritize higher-paid, higher-
skilled applicants over what USCIS officials describe
as abuse of the prior random-selection process to
import cheaper labor.

India "Hugely Angry” Over Nirav Modi Delay, Says
UK Minister Who Signed His Extradition Order

LONDON : Priti Patel, the former Brit-
ish home secretary who personally
signed off on Nirav Modi's extradition
order to India in April 2021, has said
she is "appalled and horrified" that the
fugitive diamond merchant remains in
the United Kingdom more than five
years later. Speaking on an episode of
The Daily Telegraph's podcast series
"The Diamond King," set for release
this week, Patel said the Indian gov-
ernment had been "hugely angry" over
London's continued failure to hand over
Modi, and that the delay had materi-
ally complicated bilateral cooperation,
particularly on the return of failed asy-
lum seekers and visa overstayers.

Modi, 55, is wanted in India to stand

trial on fraud and money-laundering
charges connected to an estimated $2
billion loan scam at Punjab National
Bank, one of the largest banking frauds
in the country's history. He remains
lodged at Pentonville Prison in London.
Although the extradition order was
approved and signed by Patel in 2021
after British courts found a prima facie
case against him, the process has
been repeatedly delayed through a
string of High Court appeals on human
rights grounds and a parallel, confiden-
tial asylum claim.

"If our system were judicious and do-
ing the right thing, rather than tying it-
self up in process and excuses, he
should not be in this country,” Patel

said, according to excerpts of the in-
terview. Now the Conservative Party's
shadow foreign secretary, she said
New Delhi had used the unresolved
case as leverage in unrelated ne-
gotiations. "l had a hell of a chal-
lenge getting them to sign off on
receiving failed asylum seekers,"
she said, adding she believed
India's reluctance was tied directly
to its frustration over Modi. British
courts rejected a fresh attempt by
Modi to reopen his case in March,
and he is reported to have since lost
alast-ditch appeal before the European
Court of Human Rights, bringing his
return to India closer than at any point
since his 2019 arrest.

Trump Announces Taritfs of Up to 200% on Generic Drugs:
India's $30-Billion Pharma Trade in the Crosshairs

WASHINGTON/NEW DELHI
President Trump has announced a
phased tariff schedule on imported ge-
neric drugs that will eventually reach
200 percent, a move that threatens to
reshape one of India's most important
export industries. Under the plan, an-
nounced on Truth Social, generic drugs
will face zero tariffs for two years start-
ing August 1, 2026, before a 100 per-
cent levy takes effect in August 2028,
rising to 200 percent a year later. Trump
described the runway as a "last chance"
for companies to relocate manufactur-
ing to the United States before facing
what he called a deliberate "penalty.”
India supplies roughly 47 percent of all

generic prescriptions dispensed in the
United States, making it by far the
country's largest source of affordable
generic medicine, and the U.S. market
accounts for about a third of India's to-
tal pharmaceutical exports. Major In-
dian drugmakers - including Sun
Pharma, Dr. Reddy's Laboratories,
Cipla, Lupin, Zydus Lifesciences and
Aurobindo Pharma - already operate
manufacturing or repackaging plants in
the United States, which experts say
gives the industry a window to adapt
before the punitive rates arrive.

Trade analysts described the two-year
exemption as both a warning and an
opening. Arpit Chaturvedi of Teneo called

it "a critical negotiating window" for New
Delhi to seek relief through ongoing
U.S.-India trade talks, potentially by
offering corporate investment commit-
ments in America. The move follows
Trump's earlier 100 percent tariff on
branded and patented pharmaceuticals,
announced in September 2025, which
largely spared generics. More than a
dozen major branded drugmakers, in-
cluding Eli Lilly, Pfizer and Novo
Nordisk, have separately struck three-
year tariff exemptions with the White
House in exchange for aligning U.S.
drug prices with those charged in other
wealthy countries under Trump's "most
favored nation" pricing policy.

Lured to Thailand With Cheap Tour Package, Three
Indian Men Tortured for Rs 69-Lakh Ransom

(Our Staff Reporter) PATTAYA, THAILAND
: Thai police rescued three Indian tourists
on Monday after they were abducted, bound
and tortured for a week by a transnational
ransom gang comprising four Pakistani
nationals and one Indian national, in a case
that has shaken the Indian expatriate
community in the resort city of Pattaya. The
victims, aged 23, 24 and 26, had each paid
roughly 70,000 baht for a seven-day
package tour to Thailand and arrived at

SuvarnabhumiAirport on July 21 before being
taken by taxi and motorcycle to a townhouse
in the Nong Prue area. Once inside, the
men said they were bound hand and foot
with tape over their mouths, and were
repeatedly hung face-down over the edge
of a mattress while their captors beat their
ankles with sticks. Using a phone routed
through Dubai to mask their location, the
gang forced the victims to call relatives in
India and demand a combined ransom of

roughly 7 million rupees - about Rs 69 lakh,
or 2.4 to 2.5 million Thai baht. The victims
told police they were denied food and
access to a toilet throughout the ordeal.
The rescue followed a tip from relatives who
contacted the Indian Embassy and
Chonburi immigration police on July 21 after
seeing video calls showing the men
restrained and assaulted. A joint team led
by Pattaya police, Chonburi immigration
officers and volunteers from the Indian

Community of Pattaya surrounded the two-
story townhouse on Monday afternoon; the
suspects fled on motorcycles moments
before officers entered the property.
Investigators say five people took partin the
operation and are pursuing all of them.
Authorities said the case underscores a
growing pattern of criminal networks luring
foreign tourists, particularly Indians, with
deeply discounted tour packages before
holding them for ransom after arrival.
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Punjab Cop Transferred After US Charges
Him In Case Linked To Indian Gangs

The cop is accused of helping gangsters extort $400,000 from a family in Los

Angeles by threatening to file false murder charges against their relatives in India.

Washington: Gurinderijit
Singh Nagra -- the Punjab
police officer under the United
States' scanner for allegedly
assisting gangster Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria's organised
crime group -- has been sent
on a punishment posting to
police lines. The Punjab police
have also started a probe

against Nagra after the US
prosecutors charged him in a
sweeping racketeering case,
alleging he worked with
Bhagwanpuria's crime
syndicate to falsely implicate
victims in a murder case and
extort money by threatening
criminal prosecution.

The allegations are part of

one of three indictments
unsealed this week as part of
'Operation Hard Ball' -- a
multinational probe targeting
organised crime groups
accused of murder, extortion,
drug trafficking, and other
crimes across the United
States, Canada, and Europe.

The Viral Video

The action against Nagra --
who was the station house
officer (SHO) at the Tanda
police station -- came after a
video of a Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) media
briefing went viral, where
officials accused him of
helping gangsters extort
$400,000 from a family in Los
Angeles by threatening to file
false murder charges against
their relatives in India.

The authenticity of the
claims made by US

prosecutors has not been
independently verified.

However, after the video
went viral, Hoshiarpur Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Sandeep Kumar Malik
ordered that SHO Nagra be
moved to the police lines as a
precautionary measure.

The SSP specified that so
far, Punjab police have received
no official confirmation or
communication from New Delhi
or the Punjab government
regarding the alleged FBI
claims.

However, the police have
ordered an inquiry against the
official under a Jalandhar
superintendent of police.
Officials said the facts will
become clear only after the
inquiry is completed, and any
further action will be taken
based on the investigation

report.

The US Claims

US prosecutors have
alleged Gurlal Singh, an
alleged member of the
Bhagwanpuria gang, provided
information about a victim in LA
to Nagra "for purposes of
falsely accusing" the individual
of murder. US media reported
that Nagra then allegedly
contacted the victim's father
and informed him that criminal
charges would be filed against
him unless the money was
paid. He also threatened to
name the victim in the murder
investigation. The US charges
against the police official are
part of a broader case involving
37 defendants accused of
participating in three
transnational organised crime
groups operating across
several countries.

Pakistan Willing To Take Back Child Rapist 'Daddy’
From UK, But Also Wants Munir Critics Deported

Pakistan has sought the extradition of Akbar, a member of former prime minister Imran Khan's cabinet, and Raja, a Pakistani

journalist and ex-military officer, last December over allegations of spreading "fake news" and anti-state propaganda.

(By Our Staff Reporter) Islamabad:
Islamabad has demanded the
extradition of political dissidents and
critics of Pakistan's defence chief,
Asim Munir, from the United Kingdom
if London wants to secure the
deportation of the ringleader of a
Rochdale grooming gang -- a
Pakistani national -- who targeted
girls as young as 12.

The UK Telegraph and The Drop
Site reported that the Pakistani
government formally proposed a
controversial exchange after London
started looking into deportation
options for Shabir Ahmed, 73, after
he was released from prison recently
after serving part of his sentence.
Known as 'Daddy' by his victims,
Ahmed had dual British and
Pakistani citizenship before he was
jailed for 22 years in August 2012 for
30 child sexual offences, including
rape. But he lost his British
citizenship after he was convicted.

Ahmed cannot be returned to
Pakistan, despite being stripped of
his UK citizenship, because Britain's
Immigration Act 1971 exempts
Commonwealth citizens who came to
Britain before 1973 and have lived in
the country for at least five years.

Pakistan's Controversial Proposal

The Telegraph reported a senior
Pakistani government official saying
that Britain needs to "respect the
issues that matter" to Pakistan

rather than resort to "arm-twisting"

extradition of Akbar, a member of

and threats to return the child rapist former prime minister Imran Khan's
to Pakistan. Earlier, Islamabad has cabinet, and Raja, a Pakistani

refused to journalist and
take back ex-military
Ahmed and officer, last
two other December over

ringleaders of
the Rochdale
grooming
g a n g
because they

claim they
were not
Pakistani,

having
renounced
t h e i r
citizenship.
However,
the Pakistani official told the UK
newspaper Islamabad was prepared
to think "out of the box" and "beyond
normal procedures" on what it might
agree to pave the way for a possible
return of Ahmed to Pakistan.
Pakistan's Demand
Islamabad has, in exchange,
reportedly raised concerns with
Britain about several dissidents and
political activists living in the UK.
Among them are two critics of
Pakistan's political and military
dispensation -- Shahzad Akbar and
Adil Raja-- who are subject to formal
extradition requests by Islamabad.
Pakistan has sought the

allegations of
spreading "fake
news" and anti-
s t a t e
propaganda.

Islamabad
has also
repeatedly
asked the UK to
hand over Altaf
Hussain, the
London-based
founder of the
Muttahida Qaumi opposition
movement, who has been living in
exile in the UK for three decades.

"There are people using British
soil to destabilise Pakistan, in
violation of several British laws, but
the UK has done absolutely nothing
about them," the Pakistani official
told The Telegraph.

"The UK tells us these
miscreants are law-abiding and
following UK law. They tell us they
have to protect their human rights
and free speech. We have shared
evidence that they incite hatred,
violence and social unrest, but the
UK does not listen to us. Why

double standards?"

Inside UK-Pak Negotiations

According to the reports, the
British and Pakistani governments
have been negotiating the
deportation of the grooming gang
leaders, including Ahmed, for nearly
a year in anticipation of his release.
"Our position is that they [the UK]
must listen to us too. Both sides
need to apply standards. Pakistan
cannot be railroaded into agreeing
to terms and conditions that are
suitable only to the UK," the
official said. "The UK knows what
our demands are. We have made
our demands and concerns
categorically clear to the UK.
Some people in the UK are only
playing media games. They are
not being honest," they added.
The Pakistani official has alleged
that the British government has
issued threats in "private and in
public” to impose visa
restrictions on Pakistan and cut
overseas aid for the South Asian
nation if Islamabad resists the
return of Ahmed. "These demands
are being made about somebody
who is now around 75 and who has
spent more than 60 years in your
country. How is he our national
when he is actually not our national?
This is arrogance and a colonial
mindset. It is unacceptable to us,"
the official said.
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A Legacy of Leadership: Satish K. Tripathi Reflects
on Transforming the University at Buffalo

As he prepares to step down after 10 years as
President of the University at Buffalo, Satish K. Tripathi
leaves behind a legacy marked by academic excellence,
record research growth, major infrastructure investments,
and a bold vision for the future of
higher education. In an exclusive
interview with Desi Times, Tripathi
reflects on the defining moments
of his presidency-from steering
one of New York's leading public
universities through the
unprecedented challenges of the
COVID-19 pandemic to
strengthening UB's position as a
national leader in artificial
intelligence. He also shares his =
thoughts on the University's future, &
the work that remains unfinished, &=
and his own return to teaching and
research after a distinguished B
career in academic leadership.

For Tripathi, however, the ¥
University's accomplishments : n
have never been about individual recognition. Throughout
the interview, he repeatedly emphasized that every
milestone achieved during his presidency was the result

of a collective effort involving faculty, staff, students,
alumni, and community partners.

"It is not my achievement," he said. "It is the
achievement of the institution.”

Among the accomplishments he considers most
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significant was the relocation of the Jacobs School of
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences to downtown Buffalo.
More than a major construction project, the move created
new opportunities for collaboration between researchers,
physicians, and healthcare
providers while strengthening
mmm  the University's contribution to
il the city's economic
revitalization. According to
Tripathi, the project exemplifies
Vi the University's mission of
M advancing academic
|| excellence, improving student
. ¥ learning, and creating a lasting
4 impact on the broader
i community.
Asked about the greatest
g2 challenge of his presidency,
¥ Tripathi did not hesitate. The
COVID-19 pandemic, he said,
\ tested every aspect of university
leadership. With approximately
30,000 students and 6,000
employees, the University was required to adapt rapidly
while ensuring that teaching, research, and essential
campus operations continued under constantly changing
public health conditions.

"Every day was a different day," he recalled,
describing the uncertainty that accompanied each new
development during the pandemic.

Although proud of what the University has
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accomplished, Tripathi acknowledged that no institution's
work is ever truly complete. He pointed to the
development of a dedicated student wellness center as
one important initiative he had hoped to see realized
before the end of his presidency. At the same time, he
stressed that higher education must continually evolve
to meet changing student needs, technological
advances, and societal expectations.

That spirit of continuous improvement, he believes,
has positioned the University at Buffalo for continued
success. Under his leadership, UB strengthened its
standing as one of the State University of New York's
flagship institutions and further established itself as a
national leader in artificial intelligence research. The
University's selection to host New York State's Empire
Al consortium, a landmark collaboration among public
and private universities, reflects decades of sustained
investment in Al research and innovation.

Looking back on his tenure, Tripathi measures
success not by a single achievement but by the
University's overall progress. From modernized facilities
and expanded research funding to improved student
success, stronger faculty recruitment, and rising national
rankings, he believes these collective advances have
created a stronger foundation for the University's future.

As he prepares to return to the faculty after years in
senior administration, Tripathi says he looks forward to
teaching, conducting research, and once again engaging
directly with scholarship. While his presidency is coming
to a close, his commitment to the University at Buffalo
and to higher education remains as strong as ever.
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