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VOS DERUTES FEDERAUX LIBERAUX TIENNENT
"A'SOULIGNER CETTE DATE IMPORTANTE

Independence Day!

YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL MPs WISH TO
HIGHLIGHT THIS IMPORTANT DATE
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DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTEE / MP
Ahuntsic-Cartierville Longueuil-Saint-Hubert Vimy Saint-Laurent Saint-Léonard — Saint-Michel
Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca Natilien. Joseph@parl.gc.ca  Annie.Koutrakis@parl.gc.ca  EmmanuellaLambropoulos@parlgcca  Patricia.Lattanzio@parl.ge.ca
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DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP
Marc-Auréle-Fortin Mont-Saint-Bruno-L'Acadie Bourassa Honoré-Mercier Pierrefonds — Dollard
Carlos.Leitao@parl.gc.ca  Bienvenu-OlivierNumba@parlgcca  Abdelhag.Sari@parlgc.ca Eric.St-Pierre@parl.gc.ca Sameer.Zuberi@parl.gc.ca

* (450) 622-8858 (450) 922-7900 (514) 323-0980 (514) 353-5882 (514) 624-5725
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or service advertised within. The views expressed in the Desi Times
don not necessarily reflect the views of the publisher and editor. Desi
Times is in the business of selling space but does not test or confirm
the legilmacy of the claim made in the paper. Desi Times dones promote
ahealthy forum for discussion of a myriad of views in peaceful civilized
manner while trying to dissuade any form of discrimination and abuse.
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sponsors and advertisers are trained for their support. We would like
to thanks all the well wishers and supporters of Desi Times for making
this endeavor possible. Let us be proud of our roots, humble in our
temperament and rigorous in our efforts to attain greatness in our

achievements
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Services d'embellissement féminin

Ameliorez votre beauté
g9fsar, IFHAT, SHM®, HEaBT, Ustaga, InT AcEt®

‘Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair Styling

IParty;Makeup

()therl female
beautifying Services

83H Ieg3t 83utet &% eHM® HA™

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment
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More services soon

74ASIEotelVe ntul@uests
StRIVaunen FHAIESINGS,
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8071- A Saint Denis
514.382.9333
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Why Heart Disease Remains the World's

Biggest Killer Despite Medical Advances

(By Our Staff Reporter) : Medical
science has made remarkable
progress over the past few
decades. Doctors can now
perform complex heart surgeries,
replace damaged valves without
opening the chest, and use
artificial intelligence to detect
heart problems earlier than ever
before. Yet despite these
advances, heart disease remains
the leading cause of death
worldwide, claiming nearly 18
million lives every year, according
to the World Health Organization.

The question is obvious:
If medicine has advanced so
dramatically, why are so many
people still dying from heart
disease?

The answer lies less in
hospitals and more in
everyday life.

Modern lifestyles have changed
dramatically. People spend longer
hours sitting at desks, working
on computers, driving instead of
walking, and relying on processed
foods that are high in salt, sugar,
and unhealthy fats. Physical
inactivity has become one of the
biggest contributors to
cardiovascular disease,
especially in urban areas.

Obesity has reached epidemic
levels in many countries. Excess
body weight places additional

strain on the heart, increases
blood pressure, and raises the
risk of diabetes, all of which
contribute to heart disease.
Alarmingly, doctors are now
seeing heart-related conditions in
younger adults who would once
have been considered low-risk.
Smoking remains another major
factor. Although cigarette use has
declined in several developed
countries, tobacco continues to
kill millions every year. New
concerns have also emerged over
vaping and other nicotine
products, whose long-term
effects are still being studied.
Stress has become an
increasingly important risk factor.
Long working hours, financial
pressures, social isolation, and
constant digital connectivity
contribute to chronic stress,
which can increase blood
pressure and encourage
unhealthy behaviors such as
overeating, smoking, and
excessive alcohol consumption.
Diabetes has become another
major driver of heart disease.
High blood sugar damages blood
vessels over time, making heart
attacks and strokes more likely.
As diabetes becomes more
common globally, cardiovascular
complications continue to rise.
One of the biggest challenges is

that heart disease often develops
silently. High blood pressure,
elevated cholesterol, and clogged
arteries may produce no obvious
symptoms until a heart attack or
stroke occurs. This is why
doctors emphasize regular
health checkups, especially after
the age of 40 or earlier for people
with a family history of
cardiovascular disease.
Fortunately, experts agree that
many cases are preventable. A
healthy diet rich in fruits,
vegetables, whole grains, fish,
and nuts can significantly reduce
risk. Regular physical activity—
even a brisk 30-minute walk
most days of the week—helps
strengthen the heart and improve
circulation. Adequate sleep also
plays a vital role. Research
increasingly shows that adults
who consistently sleep seven to
eight hours each night generally
have lower risks of heart disease
than those who sleep too little.
Technology is beginning to play
an important role in prevention.
Smartwatches and wearable
devices can monitor heart rate,
detect irregular rhythms, and
encourage users to stay
physically active.

While these devices are
not substitutes for medical care,
they can alert people to potential

problems earlier. Public health
experts argue that preventing

heart disease requires a
collective effort involving
governments, employers,
schools, healthcare providers,
and individuals. Better nutrition
education, smoke-free policies,
accessible healthcare, and
opportunities for physical activity
all contribute to healthier
communities.The encouraging

news is that heart disease is often
preventable. Small lifestyle
changes made consistently over
many years can significantly
reduce risk. While modern
medicine continues developing new
treatments, the most powerful tools
for protecting the heart remain
remarkably simple: healthy eating,
regular exercise, avoiding tobacco,
managing stress, and receiving
routine medical care.

The Silent Mental Health Crisis
Among Teenagers and Young Adults

(By Our Staff Reporter) : Mental health
professionals around the world are rais-
ing alarms over what many describe as
a growing crisis among teenagers and
young adults. Rates of anxiety, depres-
sion, loneliness, and emotional stress
have increased significantly over the
past decade, making mental health one
of the most important public health chal-
lenges facing younger generations. Un-
like physical illnesses, mental health
problems often remain invisible. Many
young people continue attending
school, participating in social activities,
and appearing outwardly successful
while quietly struggling with emotional
difficulties that family members and
friends may never recognize.

Experts point to several factors
contributing to this trend. Social media
has fundamentally changed how young
people interact, compare themselves
with others, and measure success.
Carefully edited online images often cre-
ate unrealistic expectations about ap-
pearance, wealth, popularity, and
achievement, leaving many teenagers
feeling inadequate or isolated. Academic
pressure has also intensified. Competi-
tion for university admissions, scholar-
ships, and employment opportunities
has increased significantly in many
countries. Students frequently report
feeling overwhelmed by constant expec-
tations to perform well in school while
also excelling in extracurricular activi-
ties.

The COVID-19 pandemic further

intensified mental health challenges.
School closures, social isolation, fam-
ily financial difficulties, and uncertainty
about the future disrupted the lives of
millions of young people during critical
stages of emotional development. Al-
though life has largely returned to nor-
mal, psychologists say many continue
experiencing the long-term effects of
that disruption. Sleep deprivation has
become another growing concern. Many
teenagers spend late-night hours using
smartphones, tablets, and computers,
reducing the amount of restorative sleep
essential for emotional well-being. Poor
sleep has been linked to increased anxi-
ety, depression, reduced concentration,
and lower academic performance.

Cyberbullying has emerged as
a modern threat. Unlike traditional bul-
lying, online harassment can follow vic-
tims wherever they go, often continuing
around the clock through social media
platforms and messaging applications.
The emotional consequences can be se-
vere, particularly for adolescents who
are still developing confidence and iden-
tity. Despite growing awareness, stigma
surrounding mental health remains a sig-
nificant barrier. Many young people hesi-
tate to seek help because they fear be-
ing judged, misunderstood, or viewed as
weak. In some cultures, discussing
emotional struggles remains especially
difficult, causing individuals to suffer in
silence.

The encouraging news is that
awareness is improving. Schools are ex-

panding counseling services, universi-
ties are investing in student wellness
programs, and employers are increas-
ingly recognizing the importance of sup-
porting mental health in the workplace.
Public figures sharing their own experi-
ences have also helped normalize con-
versations about emotional well-being.
Parents play a crucial role. Experts
encourage families to maintain open
communication, listen without judg-
ment, and recognize changes in behav-
ior such as withdrawal, irritability, de-
clining academic performance, or loss
of interest in activities previously en-
joyed. Early intervention often leads to
better outcomes.

Mental health professionals em-
phasize that seeking help is a sign of
strength rather than weakness. Coun-

seling, therapy, support groups, and,
when appropriate, medication have
helped millions of people successfully
manage anxiety, depression, and other
conditions. Simple daily habits can also
improve emotional well-being. Regular
exercise, adequate sleep, balanced nu-
trition, spending time outdoors, limiting
screen time, and maintaining meaning-
ful personal relationships all contribute
to better mental health. As societies
continue recognizing the importance of
emotional wellness, experts hope men-
tal health will eventually receive the
same attention and acceptance as
physical health. Protecting the mental
well-being of young people is not only a
medical priority but also an investment
in the future of communities, econo-
mies, and generations to come.
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Why Heart Disease Remains the World's

Biggest Killer Despite Medical Advances

Medical science has made
remarkable progress over the
past few decades. Doctors can
now perform complex heart
surgeries, replace damaged
valves without opening the
chest, and use artificial
intelligence to detect heart
problems earlier than ever
before. Yet despite these
advances, heart disease
remains the leading cause of
death worldwide, claiming
nearly 18 million lives every
year, according to the World
Health Organization.

The question s
obvious: If medicine has
advanced so dramatically, why
are so many people still dying
from heart disease?

The answer lies less
in hospitals and more in
everyday life.

Modern lifestyles have changed
dramatically. People spend
longer hours sitting at desks,
working on computers, driving
instead of walking, and relying
on processed foods that are high
in salt, sugar, and unhealthy fats.
Physical inactivity has become
one of the biggest contributors
to cardiovascular disease,
especially in urban areas.

Obesity has reached epidemic
levels in many countries.

Excess body weight places
additional strain on the heart,
increases blood pressure, and
raises the risk of diabetes, all of
which contribute to heart
disease. Alarmingly, doctors are
now seeing heart-related
conditions in younger adults who
would once have been
considered low-risk.

Smoking remains another major
factor. Although cigarette use
has declined in several developed
countries, tobacco continues to
kill millions every year. New
concerns have also emerged over
vaping and other nicotine
products, whose long-term
effects are still being studied.
Stress has become an
increasingly important risk
factor. Long working hours,
financial pressures, social
isolation, and constant digital
connectivity contribute to chronic
stress, which can increase
blood pressure and encourage
unhealthy behaviors such as
overeating, smoking, and
excessive alcohol consumption.
Diabetes has become another
major driver of heart disease.
High blood sugar damages blood
vessels over time, making heart
attacks and strokes more likely.
As diabetes becomes more
common globally, cardiovascular

complications continue to rise.
One of the biggest challenges is
that heart disease often develops
silently. High blood pressure,
elevated cholesterol,
clogged arteries may produce no
obvious symptoms until a heart
attack or stroke occurs. This is
why doctors emphasize regular
health checkups, especially
after the age of 40 or earlier for
people with a family history of
cardiovascular disease.

Fortunately, experts agree that
many cases are preventable. A
healthy diet rich in fruits,
vegetables, whole grains, fish,
and nuts can significantly reduce
risk. Regular physical activity—
even a brisk 30-minute walk

and 28

most days of the week—helps S

strengthen the heart and improve
circulation.

Adequate sleep also plays a vital
role. Research increasingly
shows that adults who
consistently sleep seven to eight
hours each night generally have
lower risks of heart disease than
those who sleep too little.
Technology is beginning to play
an important role in prevention.
Smartwatches and wearable
devices can monitor heart rate,
detect irregular rhythms, and
encourage users to stay
physically active.

While these devices are
not substitutes for medical care,
they can alert people to potential
problems earlier. Public health
experts argue that preventing
heart disease requires a

collective effort involving
governments, employers,
schools, healthcare providers,
and individuals. Better nutrition
education, smoke-free policies,
accessible healthcare, and
opportunities for physical activity
all contribute to healthier

communities.The encouraging
news is that heart disease is
often preventable. Small lifestyle
changes made consistently over
many years can significantly
reduce risk. While modern
medicine continues developing
new treatments, the most
powerful tools for protecting the
heart remain remarkably simple:
healthy eating, regular exercise,
avoiding tobacco, managing
stress, and receiving routine
medical care.

The Silent Mental Health Crisis Among Teenagers and Young Adults

Mental health professionals around

university

admissions,

traditional

bullying, online

judgment, and recognize changes

the world are raising alarms over
what many describe as a growing
crisis among teenagers and young
adults. Rates of anxiety,
depression, loneliness, and
emotional stress have increased
significantly over the past decade,
making mental health one of the
most important public health
challenges facing younger
generations. Unlike physical
illnesses, mental health problems
often remain invisible. Many young
people continue attending school,
participating in social activities, and
appearing outwardly successful
while quietly struggling with
emotional difficulties that family
members and friends may never
recognize.

Experts point to several
factors contributing to this trend.
Social media has fundamentally
changed how young people
interact, compare themselves with
others, and measure success.
Carefully edited online images
often create unrealistic
expectations about appearance,
wealth, popularity, and
achievement, leaving many
teenagers feeling inadequate or
isolated. Academic pressure has
also intensified. Competition for

scholarships, and employment
opportunities has increased
significantly in many countries.
Students frequently report feeling
overwhelmed by constant
expectations to perform well in
school while also excelling in
extracurricular activities.

The COVID-19 pandemic
further intensified mental health
challenges. School closures, social
isolation, family  financial
difficulties, and uncertainty about
the future disrupted the lives of
millions of young people during
critical stages of emotional
development. Although life has
largely returned to normal,
psychologists say many continue
experiencing the long-term effects
of that disruption. Sleep
deprivation has become another
growing concern. Many teenagers
spend late-night hours using
smartphones, tablets, and
computers, reducing the amount of
restorative sleep essential for
emotional well-being. Poor sleep
has been linked to increased

anxiety, depression, reduced
concentration, and lower academic
performance.

Cyberbullying has emerged
as a modern threat. Unlike

harassment can follow victims
wherever they go, often continuing
around the clock through social
media platforms and messaging
applications. The emotional
consequences can be severe,
particularly for adolescents who
are still developing confidence and
identity. Despite growing
awareness, stigma surrounding
mental health remains a significant
barrier. Many young people
hesitate to seek help because they
fear being judged, misunderstood,
or viewed as weak. In some
cultures, discussing emotional
struggles remains especially
difficult, causing individuals to
suffer in silence.

The encouraging news is
that awareness is improving.
Schools are expanding counseling
services, universities are investing
in student wellness programs, and
employers are increasingly
recognizing the importance of
supporting mental health in the
workplace. Public figures sharing
their own experiences have also
helped normalize conversations
about emotional well-being. Parents
play a crucial role. Experts
encourage families to maintain open
communication, listen without

in behavior such as withdrawal,
irritability, declining academic
performance, or loss of interest in
activities previously enjoyed. Early
intervention often leads to better
outcomes.

Mental health professionals
emphasize that seeking help is a
sign of strength rather than
weakness. Counseling, therapy,

support groups, and, when
appropriate, medication have
helped millions of people

successfully manage anxiety,
depression, and other conditions.
Simple daily habits can also improve
emotional well-being. Regular
exercise, adequate sleep, balanced
nutrition, spending time outdoors,
limiting screen time, and maintaining
meaningful personal relationships
all contribute to better mental
health.

As societies continue
recognizing the importance of
emotional wellness, experts hope
mental health will eventually receive
the same attention and acceptance
as physical health. Protecting the
mental well-being of young people
is not only a medical priority but also
an investment in the future of
communities, economies, and
generations to come.
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MIGRATION CRISIS:

AGAIN TESTS
EUROPE’S UNITY

Migration has returned to the forefront of
European politics as rising numbers of people
attempt to enter the continent through dangerous
land and sea routes. This week, renewed
pressure around Spain's North African enclave
of Ceuta and continued arrivals across the
Mediterranean have highlighted the challenges
facing European governments as they seek to
balance humanitarian responsibilities with border
security.

Migration has been a defining issue for Europe
for more than a decade. Conflicts in the Middle
East and Africa, economic hardship, political
instability, and the effects of climate change
continue to push thousands of people to leave
their homes in search of safety and opportunity.

Ceuta, a small Spanish territory located on the
northern coast of Africa, has once again become
a focal point. Because it is part of Spain and
therefore part of the European Union, many
migrants view it as a gateway to Europe. Attempts
to cross border fences or reach the enclave by
sea have increased, prompting Spanish
authorities to strengthen security while
coordinating closely with neighboring Morocco.

Elsewhere, rescue operations continue
almost daily in the Mediterranean Sea.
Humanitarian organizations report that
overcrowded boats carrying migrants frequently
depart from North Africa, risking dangerous
journeys in hopes of reaching ltaly, Greece, or
Malta. While many passengers are rescued,
others lose their lives attempting one of the
world's most perilous migration routes.

European governments remain divided over
how best to address the situation. Countries on
the Mediterranean front line argue that
responsibility should be shared more equally
among all EU members. Others favor stricter
border controls and faster deportation
procedures for those whose asylum claims are
rejected.

The European Commission continues working
toward a comprehensive migration framework
designed to improve asylum processing,
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strengthen external border management, combat
human trafficking networks, and distribute
responsibilities more evenly among member
states. Progress, however, has been slow
because of differing national priorities.

Migration has become an increasingly
influential political issue across Europe. Several
governments face growing domestic pressure to
reduce illegal immigration while ensuring that
genuine refugees receive protection under
international law. The debate has influenced
election campaigns in multiple countries and
contributed to the rise of parties advocating
tougher immigration policies.

Experts emphasize that migration cannot be
addressed solely through border enforcement.
Long-term solutions require greater investment
in economic development, education, conflict
prevention, and climate resilience in countries
where many migrants originate. Without
addressing these underlying causes, analysts
warn that migration pressures are likely to
continue.

Humanitarian organizations stress that behind
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every statistic is a personal story. Families fleeing
war, persecution, poverty, or environmental
disasters often undertake dangerous journeys
because they believe they have few alternatives.
Many face exploitation by criminal smuggling
networks that profit from human desperation.

Europe's challenge is therefore not simply one
of border management but of balancing security,
humanitarian values, legal obligations, and
political realities. Finding that balance has proven
difficult, and recent events demonstrate that
migration will remain one of the continent's most
significant policy challenges for years to come.

For European leaders, the coming months will
test whether cooperation among member states
can produce lasting solutions to an issue that
continues to shape politics, diplomacy, and public
opinion across the continent.

That's a substantial writing project—10
articles of roughly 500 words each (about 5,000
words total).

Given your preference for publication-ready
copy, I'll deliver them directly in batches without
commentary.
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The Way Out of Trump’s Iran Trap? We'll Find Out in 2029

He isn’t the first president to get
bogged down in Asia. The others left
it to their successors.

How do you end a fiasco? It is never
as easy as it sounds. But when it
comes to something you started
through a combination of your own
hubris, miscalculation and
ineptitude, the challenge is especially
daunting. To the pain of the debacle
itself you must add the humiliation of
self-admission, even if it is only
implicit. That thing you insisted would
be a great success not only has
caused great harm, it’'s been an
indictment of your own judgment and
a vindication of everyone who told
you not to do it.

Few of us have the humility to make
that kind of mea culpa, so the
temptation is always to double down.
If we just keep going we’ll be proved
right in the end. Occasionally, it
works. More often it's how mistakes
turn into fiascoes.

Most Americans thought from the
start that the Iran war was a mistake.
Now, five months later, they can see
it is a fiasco. It has not only failed to
achieve any of its principal
objectives; it has weakened
America’s strategic position,
enhanced Iran’s regional and
economic power, drastically depleted
our weapons stocks, weakened our
economy, and dealt a heavy blow to
our prestige and global leadership.

The initial temptation is to say that
how it ends is less important than that
it ends, that when you're in the middle
of an unfolding calamity, getting out
is your only priority. But just as you
can blunder into a war, you can
blunder out of one. Ask Joe Biden,
for whom the overriding objective of
getting out of Afghanistan led to a
disastrous withdrawal five years ago
this month and continuing damage
since then.

But we know too that to double down
is to fall prey to the timeworn
seduction of the sunk-cost fallacy:
We've invested so much in this effort
that to abandon it now would be
worse. In war this fallacy is especially,
tragically persuasive. The “sunk
costs” in this case are the lives of
men and women. Who wants to tell
their families they died for a mistake?
So since he won’t withdraw and can'’t
advance, President Trump seems to
have locked himself into a particularly
fruitless paralysis of inertia.

In his “Devil’s Dictionary,” Ambrose
Bierce defined peace as “a period of
cheating between two periods of
fighting.” This roughly describes what
has happened during the “peace”
since the original cease-fire

with Tehran four months ago: Iran has
been deceiving us by cheating, and
we keep cheating ourselves through
self-deception. This weekend Mr.
Trump announced (again) that he
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was calling off a planned escalation
because Iran had agreed (again) to
a deal that would open the Strait of
Hormuz. Estimates vary, but it seems
the president has backed off
escalatory strikes half a dozen times
now and claimed the war was over
more than 30 times. That is only a
fraction of the heap of self-deception
we’ve been amassing these past five
months. Among other things, we
have been told the new leaders in
I[ran are “reasonable” and
“desperately want a deal,” but that
they are “scum” and can’t be trusted.
We’'ve been told the U.S. would
charge atoll for shipping in the strait,
and then told we wouldn’t. Allies have
been told they weren’t needed and
then attacked for failing to help out.
Some see this endless back and
forth as the enigmatic work of a
pure genius: the cunning of Mr.
Trump’s calculated unpredictability,
bamboozling his enemies, keeping
them off balance and forcing them
into mistakes, all the while enabling
the U.S. to regroup and rearm.

Others see it as the derangements
of a trapped and helpless man, one
with a longstanding reputation for
impatience and inconstancy, a
leader incapable of making up his
mind whether to move forward or
back. I'm an Occam’s razor man
myself. The dizzying twists and turns
of the past four months remind me

YOUR COMMUNITY.

most of all of a line from the movie
“The Death of Stalin,” Armando
lannucci’s darkly brilliant farce
about the chaos and infighting that
erupted in Moscow in the days after
the Soviet ruler’'s sudden demise in
1953. At one point, amid the
bewildering turmoil, one of the
Politburo members simply shakes
his head and says: “I’ve had
nightmares that made more sense
than this.”

To be fair to Mr. Trump, he isn’t the
first to find himself trapped in a
nightmare like this. He is only the
latest U.S. president to be mired in
awar in Asia from which he can’t find
a way out. Unlike in Vietnam,
Afghanistan and Iraq, at least he has
had the wisdom so far to resist a
greater mobilization and
commitment.

In each of those cases the war was
ended only by a new president. It
seems increasingly likely that this is
how this one ends too—sometime
after Jan. 20, 2029. Despite the
grand claims made for Mr. Trump’s
decision to go to war, the struggle
we find ourselves in with [ran—over
its nuclear program, its stranglehold
on the world’s shipping, its ambitions
for regional hegemony—won’t be
resolved by this president.

How do you end a fiasco? You leave
it to the next guy.

(By Gerard Baker WSJ)
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To Reguilate Al, Follow the Cfius Model

Imagine if the internet had been
developed in Beijing 30 years ago,
and the world’s information flowed
through digital architecture built by
the Chinese Communist Party.
Losing the artificial-intelligence race
to China would be worse. No
technology in our lifetime matters
more to a nation’s economy and
security. If the U.S. fails to lead,
China will step up.

To understand Al’s national-security
implications, look at Ukraine. A
country without a strategic air force
can lay waste to its larger
adversary’s industrial base and
reportedly destroy more than a third
of its bomber forces. How? The
Ukrainians have learned that clever
use of technology, especially Al, can
decide the winner of a conflict.
President Trump’s general
approach to Al policy is correct. The
U.S. is leading the Al race because
his administration removed red tape
that was strangling the industry. But
Mr. Trump also recognizes the need
to prevent Al from being weaponized
against the homeland. Advanced
models are already conducting
cyberattacks. Biological, chemical
and explosive weapons development
could be next. Beijing’s engineers
are working to steal those
capabilities.

The administration has begun
building safeguards, including a

process for testing sensitive model
capabilities. Some propose a
separate industry-run standards
body to carry this work forward.
Google DeepMind CEO Demis
Hassabis recently suggested that Al
oversight be modeled on the
Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority: privately funded, industry-
staffed and authorized to review
models in a 30-day window before
release. The idea is reportedly
gaining traction in Silicon Valley and
at the White House.

Such a body could do real good, but
it leaves a national-security gap only
the government can close. Judging
whether a model has dangerous
capabilities requires intelligence
about adversary programs, testing
on classified information, and
findings too sensitive to publish.
National-security determinations
are inherently governmental. No
administration will hand sources and
methods to a board funded by the
companies under review.

To bridge the gap, the government
should look to an oversight body it
is already familiar with: the
Committee on Foreign Investment in
the United States.

For 50 years, Cfius has made
classified judgments about strategic
assets without strangling private
markets. The interagency body,
chaired by the Treasury secretary,
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screens foreign acquisitions of
American assets for national-
security threats. It has reviewed
thousands of transactions, but
presidents have needed to block
fewer than a dozen. The
overwhelming majority of concerns
end in negotiated fixes: a divested
subsidiary, a security agreement,
more information-sharing. Cfius
addresses security concerns while
keeping America the world’s premier
destination for capital.

Frontier Al deserves the same
treatment. Under a “Cfius for Al”
model, deployment would remain
legal unless the government
affirmatively acts to block it. There
would be no licensing regime and no
new agency, and open-source
models and startups would sit
outside the process.

If the government believes that a
proposed Al deployment could pose
crucial national-security risks, there
would be a clear avenue for
assessment and mitigation. A
committee of senior national-
security officials would review such
deployments on hard deadlines.
Nearly every review would end
quickly and concerns would be
resolved as Cfius resolves The
oversight committee adjudicates
national security concerns without
strangling private markets.them:
through negotiated problem solving.

Only the president would have the
power to extend a hold. Government
review would be limited to critical
national-security risks and have a
narrow action window. And the
surest way for Al companies to
expedite the process would be to
develop safe models in the first
place. None of this would make a
private standards body obsolete.
Mr. Hassabis’s instinct is right: There
is real work to be done in building
benchmarks, spreading best
practices and producing unclassified
security evaluations. But when Al
models have significant national-
security implications, the
government, not only industry, must
make determinations.

The fastest way to derail American
Al progress would be a catastrophe
that frightens Washington into a
heavy-handed regulatory regime.
Nothing would please Beijing more.
A Cfius for Al is valuable insurance
against that.

Mr. Faulkender is a co-chairman of
the America First Policy Institute’s
Center for American Prosperity. He
served as deputy Treasury
secretary (2025). Mr. Wilkie is a co-
chairman of AFPI’s Center for
American Security. He served as
secretary of veterans affairs (2018-
21).

(By Michael Faulkender And
Robert Wilkie WSJ)
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Demography Awaits Dividend: BRIC By
Brick, India Built Growth But Not Jobs

Twenty-five years, five governments and several hundred investment

summits later, demography is waiting for politics to propel the promise.

On 30 November 2001, Jim O'Neill
at Goldman Sachs published twelve
pages titled Building Better Global
Economic BRICS and handed the
decade its acronym. Brazil, Russia,
India and China, it argued, together
represented an emerging economic
bloc. Each member brought an
endowment. China had manufacturing
and trade, Brazil agriculture and
minerals, Russia energy and
resources. India had people - the case
set out in the October 2003 sequel
by Dominic Wilson and Roopa
Purushothaman. The song set to the
very same melody was sung by India.
The Tenth Five-Year Plan invoked the
vision of doubling per capita income
within ten years and "creating 100
million employment opportunities”,
even as it conceded growth slipped
below 6 per cent in the late 1990s.

Twenty-five years on this
November, the acronym has outlived
the argument that produced it. What
began as four economies in a research
note is now an eleven-member
grouping - a noun in search of a verb.
As India hosts the 18th BRICS Summit
in September, two questions stalk it.
Whether the bloc has earned its billing
is a question for the next column. This
one examines if India harvest the
demographic dividend that got it into
the acronym in the first place?

Two sets of forecasts - one written
in London, one documented in Yojana
Bhavan - rested on the same young
population. India was adding around
10 million people to the workforce.
Effectively India had to create jobs for
the 41 million registered at
employment exchanges and waiting
and the newcomers. There were two
challenges - the economy needed to
grow at and above 8% and it needed
to create over 10 million jobs. The gap
between hope and reality was
already vast. The worriers were
drowned out by the euphoria of the
BRICS forecast.

The record of what followed is
unusually well documented. Four
expert maps were circulating:
McKinsey put 75 million jobs on the
table in September 2001; the Planning
Commission's Task Force on
Employment Opportunities proposed
100 million in July 2001 and its Special
Group repeated the figure in May
2002; the AIMA report chaired by N.K.
Singh offered 72 million in April 2003,
on the explicit argument that
demographic opportunity could create
them.

Then the Plans. The Tenth
targeted 50 million work opportunities
in five years, the Eleventh 58 million

with educated unemployment below 5
per cent, the Twelfth 50 million non-
farm jobs. The score spells the
magnitude of arrears. The 12th Five-
Year Plan estimated that 56 million
non-farm jobs were created across the
entire decade from 2000-01 to 2009-
10, of which manufacturing
contributed 6.6 million. Ten years
delivered roughly what a single Plan
had promised in five. The spectre of
inadequate job creation is a
permanent invitee to India's political
economy.

The evidence of absent jobs is
really in news headlines -- the
multitude of applicants for government
jobs. In 2003 the railways advertised
for 20000 posts - 74 lakh persons -
336 persons per job. In 2024 15.35
lakh candidates competed for 452
vacancies for RPF Sub-Inspectors, a
ratio of nearly 3,400 applicants per
post. In 2024, in all, 71 lakh
candidates applied for 92,116 jobs in
the railways. In 2025 more than 25 lakh
candidates applied for 53,000 peon
posts in Rajasthan - nearly 90 % of
the candidates held degrees including
those with MSc, BTech, even PhDs.

The pain is manifest across 25
years in opinion polls for Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections.
Unemployment and price rise - the
proxy for unaffordability - has figured
at or near the top of every credible
survey as voter concerns. In 2024 the
Lokniti-CSDS pre-poll survey 27 %
found unemployment as the single
most important issue followed by price
rise at 23% -- 62% said jobs had
become harder to get. By 2015 the
Planning Commission was dissolved
leaving India with no plans and
sketchy data.

The gap between promise and
performance persists. The saga of job
creation has migrated from marker to
marker - the number of taxpayers,
number of EPF members, number of
pension accounts. It is not that jobs
weren't created, but they were clearly
not enough. State governments
hosted investment summits - verily
item songs of the political economy
serenading economic growth. Neither
the states nor the union government
have made any attempt to harness
data - triangulate the value of
investments, GSDP growth and
volume of jobs created.

The announcements are
spectacular. Memoranda worth over
?30 lakh crore - roughly twice the
state's own output - were signed at
Madhya Pradesh's Global Investors
Summit in February 2025. Davos has
been a hot spot for Maharashtra,

which signed memoranda worth ?15.7
lakh crore in 2025 and ?14.5 lakh
crore on the opening day in 2026.
Data on the conversion of
memoranda into investment and jobs
is sketchy. Young Indians wait like
Beckett's tramps, for someone who
does not come.

In February 2019, when the
Periodic Labour Force Survey showed
unemployment at a four-decade high,
the mandarins at NITI Aayog published
a two-part rebuttal that ripped into the
survey. It then conjured an alternative
reality of 30 lakh jobs created, using
arithmetic of its own - conflating
vehicle sales with job creation, on the
reasoning that vehicles would need
drivers. The struggle to harness the
productive capacity of youth is visible
in the list of job schemes at the
national and state level.

Seventy-three years after Bimal
Roy sent Shambhu Mahato from his
two bighas to the city to pull a
rickshaw, India hosts the world's
largest rural employment scheme -
MGNREGS now known as G-Ram G.
The rural employment programme
which offers 125 days of guaranteed
work at a notified daily wage of Rs
327and has an allocation of 795,692
crore for 2026-27 has over 10 crore
active workers on tis rolls. And
generations after Mahato farms are
yet the largest employer. The PLFS
for 2025 shows 43% of India's
workforce is dependent on agriculture
- this is 35 years after the 1991
reforms, a decade after Make in India,
a decade after the promise to shift
folks from farms to factories and lift
manufacturing's share to 25% from
14%.

Six years on, the launch of 14
production linked incentive schemes
funded by allocations of over Rs 1.91
lakh crore attracted Rs 2.4 lakh crore
in investments and 14 lakh jobs. In
2024 the government introduced a
new 'employment linked incentive
scheme' called the Prime Minister's
Internship Scheme, with a target of
one crore jobs in five years. As of
March 2026, nearly a year and half
after its launch, 16,060 interns joined
their internship in two rounds. The
history of underperformance is
recorded by the government itself. In
October 2025 NITI Aayog, in a study
of services employment, stated that
over 40 million jobs were added in six
years. The services sector, once the
hope of job seekers and regimes alike,
generates more than half of national
output and under a third of the jobs.
In the very same month, the Niti Aayog
published a road map for job creation

in the Al economy, guided by an expert
council drawn from tech companies
that have been cutting headcounts
since 2024. India's tech workforce is
put at 7.5 to 8 million. The roadmap
states it could rise to 10 million or fall
to 6 million, depending on action not
yet taken. The evolution of narrative
in 25 years of BRICS is notable. In
2001 the state promised 100 million
jobs. In 2025 it offers a range with a
downside.

There are many explanations why
India has struggled to create jobs.
Every major economy has dominated
sectors and markets, created global
brands as it climbed the global GDP
ladder - Germany rode on automobiles
and chemicals, Japan wired growth with
electronics and cars, China dominates
global manufacturing and trade. India
reached the top five bracket of global
economies without a significant spend
on R&D which fuels innovation, brands
and global footprints.

Central to the failure is the strong
political consensus for weak reforms
across all parties. The 1991 reforms
dismantled licence raj but allowed
permission raj to prevail. For years
India has claimed to have improved the
ease of doing business. A good test
would be whether the number of
permits and clearances - most of them
dealing with factors of production and
vested with the states - has come down
at all for power projects, manufacturing
plants, hotels or hospitals.

The picture worsens on regulatory
compliance. Rishi Agrawal of Avantis
RegTech estimated in 2021 that Indian
enterprises were subject to 1,536 laws,
69,233 compliances and 6,618 filings.
A pharmaceutical unit in the MSME
sector needs 87 licenses and carries
992 continuing obligations, 442 of them
on labour; a small non-banking finance
company needs 35 licenses and
carries 620 obligations, 238 of them
on labour. It is more than a year since
the government set up two task forces
to unclog the regulatory plumbing.
India awaits their findings.

The BRIC papers were right about
size. India is among the largest
economies. It is also stranded in the
middle-income trap. The implicit
assumption was that the necessary and
sufficient conditions would be met - that
development, as the 2003 paper put
it, would proceed successfully. Twenty-
five years, five governments and
several hundred investment summits
later, demography is waiting for politics
to propel the promise. BRIC by brick,
systemic apathy to outcomes stalled
the arrival of the demographic dividend.

By Shankkar Aiyar
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Why China's Latest ‘Chip' Breakthrough ls Shaking The World

China was never supposed to get this far, the US tried to ensure

that through its sanctions. Beijing, however, had other ideas.

Have you ever watched the closing stages of a
marathon?

For most of the race, the leader looks comfortable.
Every now and then, he glances over his shoulder and
sees a runner who never seemed much of a threat.
Then, almost without anyone noticing, that runner
begins to close the gap. His stride lengthens. His pace
quickens. And just when the leader thinks the finish
line is safely within reach, the challenger suddenly looks
capable of sweeping past.

That is increasingly what the global semiconductor
race looks like. For years, the United States and its
allies built an overwhelming lead in the technologies
that power the modern world. Taiwan dominated the
most advanced chips. South Korea dominated memory
chips. The Netherlands produced the world's most
sophisticated lithography machines. American
companies designed the processors powering
everything from iPhones and Al chatbots to fighter jets.

China, despite its manufacturing prowess, remained
largely dependent on others for the most advanced
technologies. That equation may now be changing.

The Lithography Breakthrough

Early this week, Reuters reported that China has
begun mass-producing domestically developed
immersion deep ultraviolet (DUV) lithography machines,
marking a major milestone in Beijing's long campaign
to reduce dependence on foreign technology. According
to Reuters, the effort is being led by Shanghai
Aishengna Electronic Technology Group, a relatively
unknown state-owned company that has brought
together engineers from several of China's leading
lithography startups.

On its own, that is significant enough. But it comes
alongside reports from Chinese researchers claiming
huge progress towards something even more ambitious:
they are poised to produce a home-grown Extreme
Ultraviolet (EUV) lithography machine. If those claims
are true, they could represent one of the biggest shifts
in the semiconductor industry in decades. China, in
other words, has crossed one technological milestone.
Itis now claiming to be approaching another.

These reports have coincided with the blockbuster
stock market debut of memory chipmaker ChangXin
Memory Technologies (CXMT). Right now, it's the toast
of eager investors. Together, they suggest the chip war
may be entering a new phase.

DUV And EUV Lithography

With enough engineering ingenuity, Chinese
engineers are now using DUV machines to produce
advanced 7-nanometre chips. EUV takes the
technology to an entirely different level. It allows
manufacturers to produce the world's most advanced
processors - the 2nm, 3nm, and 5nm chips, now
powering artificial intelligence systems, high-end
smartphones, and the next generation of
supercomputers.

Without EUV, building those chips becomes vastly
more difficult. Thatis why EUV has long been regarded
as the holy grail of semiconductor manufacturing. For
years, one company that stood at the summit of the
DUV and EUV machines was ASML, based in the Dutch
town of Veldhoven. ASML dominates the global market
for advanced immersion DUV lithography systems and
has an effective monopoly on commercial EUV
machines. No other company has successfully brought
an EUV system to market.

Its machines are among the most complicated
products humanity has ever built. Each one costs
hundreds of millions of dollars, weighs well over 150
tonnes, and contains tens of thousands of precision

components sourced from companies spread across
Europe, America, and Asia. It can take months simply
to assemble and install one machine. It took ASML
decades to perfect the technology. That explains why
China's reported progress has attracted so much
attention.

The Sanctions That Backfired

Western governments often use sanctions and
export controls to slow down competitors' progress or
prevent them from making any progress at all. President
Donald Trump, in his first term itself, and later President
Joe Biden, persuaded the Dutch government to stop
ASML from exporting its most advanced machines to
China. The restrictions did not stop there. The US also
tightened controls on advanced processors, chipmaking
equipment, and sophisticated software used to design
leading-edge chips. Chinese companies, including
Huawei and Semiconductor Manufacturing International
Corporation, better known as SMIC, suddenly found
themselves cut off from technologies they had relied
upon for years.

The logic was that if China could not buy the world's
best chipmaking tools, it would struggle to manufacture
the world's most advanced processors. For a while,
that strategy appeared to work. Many analysts
concluded that China would remain several generations
behind industry leaders such as TSMC in Taiwan,
Samsung in South Korea, and Intel in the United States.

China, however, had other ideas. Rather than treating
semiconductors as simply another industrial sector, it
elevated them to the level of national strategy. Tens of
billions of dollars flowed into research, manufacturing
equipment, materials, universities, and private
companies. Reducing dependence on foreign
technology was not just an economic objective but a
national security issue.

China Wasn't Supposed To Get This Far

In August 2023, while US Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo was visiting Beijing, Huawei quietly launched
its Mate 60 Pro smartphone. When tech experts
dismantled the phone, they discovered a domestically
produced 7-nanometre processor manufactured by
SMIC.

The finding stunned the Americans. Why? Precisely
because they had calculated that sanctions and
restrictions were enough to prevent China from
producing 7nm chips. They thought it was impossible
for China to achieve this feat. Instead, SMIC had
produced it using older DUV technology combined with
highly sophisticated engineering techniques. This was
the firstindication that sanctions might not be producing
the outcome that the Americans had expected. Now,
the Western media's confirmation that China is mass-
producing its own immersion DUV lithography machines
has again raised eyebrows in Washington.

How China Bounced Back

Policymakers in Washington are increasingly asking
themselves if the sanctions achieved their objective. In
the short term, the answer undoubtedly is yes. Chinese
companies lost access to some of the world's most
advanced technologies. They were forced to redesign
products, delay projects, and spend billions developing
domestic alternatives.

But rather than slowing China indefinitely, the
sanctions appear to have strengthened Beijing's ramrod
determination to build its own semiconductor industry
from the ground up. The result is a wave of investment,
unlike anything the industry has seen before. Through
successive National Integrated Circuit Industry
Investment Funds - known simply as the "Big Fund" -
China has poured tens of billions of dollars into research,

manufacturing equipment, materials, and semiconductor
startups. Provincial governments have added generous
subsidies, cheap financing, and tax incentives.

What does this mean for Western companies?

The implications extend well beyond China. For
ASML, a self-sufficient Chinese lithography industry
could eventually mean losing one of the world's largest
future markets. Perhaps that is the reason its stocks
tumbled after the Chinese breakthrough news came in
early this week. American companies, such as Applied
Materials, Lam Research and KLA, which dominate
different stages of chip manufacturing equipment, could
also face increasing competition from Chinese rivals.
South Korea's Hynix and Samsung saw their stocks
plummet in the volatile South Korean stock market.
Even Nvidia, whose Al chips remain superior to Chinese
competitors, is watching closely. The more capable
China's domestic semiconductor industry becomes, the
easier it will be for Chinese firms to develop alternatives
across the entire Al supply chain. What is a bit alarming
for big American Al and IT giants is that while their
government is trying to slow China's technological rise
through export controls and sanctions, some smaller
American companies are quietly embracing Chinese
Al models because they are so much cheaper.
Competition in Al is not just about who builds the
smartest model. It is increasingly about who can build
one that's good enough at a fraction of the cost. Also,
the competition is not just about who makes the fastest
processor. It is increasingly about who controls the
technology needed to manufacture those processors
in the first place. Many experts have started to believe
that the semiconductor industry may gradually splitinto
two parallel ecosystems - one centred around the United
States and its allies, the other around China.

Where India Fits In

It hurts to say India is too far behind in this race. It
responded to the American and its allies' near monopoly
over the entire semiconductor assembly line quite late
in the day. Nonetheless, better late than never. India
has, in the last few years, committed billions of dollars
to establishing a domestic semiconductor
manufacturing and packaging ecosystem. Incentive
schemes have attracted investment from companies
such as Tata Electronics, Micron, and several
international partners, while fabrication projects are
beginning to take shape. Many of these activities
started only after the Covid-19 pandemic. Unlike China,
India does not yet possess an integrated semiconductor
supply chain spanning design, equipment, materials,
and manufacturing. Experts will tell you building such
an ecosystem takes years, substantial investment, and
a highly specialised workforce. If China succeeds further
in mastering increasingly advanced chipmaking
technologies, the competitive gap could widen further.

The Race Has Changed

The marathon is far from over. The US still leads in
chip design. Taiwan remains home to the world's most
advanced chip manufacturer. ASML continues to
dominate advanced lithography, particularly commercial
EUV systems. That's what the current situation tells
us. One can say that China has not overtaken them.
But it has done something that, until recently, many
believed would take much longer. It has demonstrated
that sanctions alone cannot stop technological
ambition. So, China has not won the semiconductor
marathon. It has not won the chip war. But China is
breathing down America's neck. And in marathons, the
moment the leader starts looking over his shoulder is
often the moment the race becomes truly interesting.

By Syed Zubair Ahmed
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Global ClIi

mate Crisis Becomes a Defining

Challenge for Governments Worldwide

Climate change is no longer
viewed as a distant environ-
mental concern. It has become
one of the defining economic,
political, and humanitarian is-
sues of the twenty-first cen-
tury. This week alone, record-
breaking heatwaves in Europe
and Asia, devastating floods in
several countries, prolonged
droughts, and destructive wild-
fires served as stark remind-
ers that extreme weather is be-
coming more frequent and
more costly.

Scientists have warned for
years that rising global tem-
peratures would increase the
likelihood of severe weather
events. According to interna-
tional climate agencies, the
Earth has already warmed sig-
nificantly since the Industrial
Revolution because of green-
house gas emissions gener-
ated by burning fossil fuels,
deforestation, and industrial
activities. The consequences
are now visible across every
continent. This summer, Eu-
rope has experienced one of
its hottest seasons on record.
Wildfires have swept through
forests in Greece, Spain,
France, and Portugal, forcing
thousands of residents and
tourists to evacuate. Rivers
such as the Rhine and
Danube have fallen to unusu-
ally low levels, disrupting ship-
ping, hydroelectric power
generation, and agriculture.

Asia has faced a different but
equally alarming pattern.
South Korea declared a na-
tional disaster after prolonged
heatwaves led to rising heat-
related illnesses. China has
dealt with both drought and
severe flooding, while parts of
India have experienced er-
ratic monsoon rains that
threaten agricultural produc-
tion and water security.

The United States and
Canada have also faced in-
creasingly destructive
weather in recent years, in-
cluding hurricanes, torna-
does, floods, and massive
wildfires. Similar events have
affected South America, Af-
rica, and Australia, demon-
strating that no region is im-
mune to changing climate
conditions.

The economic costs continue
to climb. Insurance compa-
nies are paying record claims
following floods, storms, and
fires. Governments are

spending billions rebuilding P

roads, bridges, homes,

schools, and public utilities. #

Farmers are facing lower crop
yields because of drought,
heat stress, and unpredict-
able rainfall, contributing to

higher food prices worldwide. &
Public health experts warn :
that climate change also cre- &
ates indirect risks. Heatwaves &

increase hospital admissions
for dehydration and cardio-

vascular illnesses. Wildfire
smoke contributes to respira-
tory diseases, while warmer
temperatures expand the
range of mosquitoes carrying
illnesses such as dengue fe-
ver and malaria. Mental health
challenges often follow natu-
ral disasters as communities
cope with displacement and
financial losses.
Governments are responding
in different ways. Many coun-
tries are investing in renew-
able energy sources such as
solar, wind, and hydroelectric
power to reduce dependence
on fossil fuels. Others are
strengthening flood defenses,
expanding early warning sys-
tems, planting urban forests,
and redesigning infrastruc-
ture to withstand more ex-
treme weather.

) L - I

At the same time, interna-
tional climate negotiations re-
main challenging. Developing
countries argue that wealthier
nations, which have histori-
cally produced the largest
share of greenhouse gas
emissions, should provide
greater financial assistance
for climate adaptation and
clean energy transitions. In-
dustrialized nations generally
agree on the need for action
but continue debating funding
levels and implementation
timelines. Businesses are
also adapting. Companies are
investing in climate-resilient
supply chains, improving en-
ergy efficiency, and develop-
ing technologies designed to
reduce carbon emissions. In-
vestors increasingly evaluate

environmental risks when

3y

making long-term financial
decisions.

Scientists emphasize that lim-
iting future warming remains
possible, but doing so will re-
quire coordinated interna-
tional action, rapid techno-
logical innovation, and sus-
tained political commitment.
Delays, they warn, will only
increase future costs and
make adaptation more diffi-
cult.

The climate crisis is no longer
a challenge for future genera-
tions alone. It is affecting
economies, public health,
food security, and national in-
frastructure today. For gov-
ernments around the world,
preparing for a changing cli-
mate has become as impor-
tant as maintaining economic
stability and national security.
-.ﬁ"xf?
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Race to Lead the United Nations
Begins as Global Challenges Mount

The search for the next Secretary-
General of the United Nations has
entered an important new phase,
with informal consultations among
member states beginning to identify
potential successors to Antdnio
Guterres. Although the official
appointment remains months away,
diplomatic activity has intensified as
countries seek a leader capable of
navigating one of the most
turbulent periods in the
organization's history.

The United Nations was established
in 1945 with the goal of promoting
international peace, security, and
cooperation. The Secretary-
General serves as its chief
administrative officer and often
acts as a mediator during
international crises. While the
position carries significant moral
authority, its effectiveness depends
largely on the willingness of
member nations to cooperate.
This year's selection comes at a
particularly difficult moment. The
world is confronting multiple armed
conflicts, growing geopolitical
rivalry among major powers,
climate-related disasters, economic
uncertainty, migration pressures,

and rapid advances in emerging
technologies. Many diplomats
believe the next Secretary-General
will inherit one of the most
demanding international agendas
in decades.

Several respected international
figures have been mentioned as
possible candidates. Among them
is Costa Rica's Rebeca Grynspan,
whose experience leading
international development
organizations has attracted
considerable attention. Other
names from Africa, Europe, Asia,
and Latin America have also been
discussed, reflecting the
organization's tradition of seeking
broad geographic representation.
The selection process itself is
unique. Candidates are evaluated
through confidential "straw polls"
conducted by the fifteen-member
UN Security Council. These
informal votes help determine which
candidates enjoy broad support
and which may face opposition from
the Council's five permanent
members—the United States,
Russia, China, the United Kingdom,
and France. Because each
permanent member holds veto

power, consensus is essential.
Once the Security Council agrees
on a nominee, the recommendation
is forwarded to the 193-member
General Assembly, which formally
appoints the Secretary-General.
The next leader will face immediate
challenges. The war in Ukraine,
instability in the Middle East,
tensions in the Indo-Pacific,
humanitarian crises in Africa, and
increasing competition among
global powers have complicated the
UN's ability to build consensus.
Critics argue that divisions among
major nations have limited the
organization's effectiveness during
recent international emergencies.
Climate change is expected to
become another defining priority.
From devastating floods and
droughts to record-breaking
heatwaves and wildfires,
governments increasingly look to
the United Nations for coordination
on climate action and disaster
response. Developing nations
continue to demand greater
financial support from wealthier
countries to adapt to changing
environmental conditions.
Reforming the United Nations itself

is also expected to feature
prominently during the selection
process. Many member states
believe institutions created after
World War Il no longer adequately
reflect today's geopolitical realities.
Calls for expanding the Security
Council, improving peacekeeping
operations, and strengthening
global health and humanitarian
systems have grown louder in
recent years. Whoever ultimately
becomes the next Secretary-
General will need exceptional
diplomatic skills, political
independence, and the ability to
earn the trust of countries with often
competing interests. The office has
never possessed the power to
impose solutions, but it has
frequently succeeded in bringing
adversaries together, promoting
dialogue, and keeping international
cooperation alive during periods of
crisis. As consultations continue
over the coming weeks,
governments around the world will
be watching closely. The individual
chosen to lead the United Nations
will help shape the global response
to many of the defining challenges
of the coming decade.

Red Sea Shipping Routes Remain Under Pressure

sequences extend far beyond shipping markets. Higher freight costs can even-
companies. Delays affect manufactur- tually contribute to inflation as busi-

Although international naval patrols
have improved security, shipping com-
panies continue exer-
cising caution while op-
erating in the Red Sea
and surrounding water- #8
ways. The region re-
mains one of the world's
most important trade
corridors, connecting

Asia with Europeg
through the Suez Ca- B
nal. Shipping disrup-
tions have forced many =
cargo vessels to take “f2a

-

nesses pass increased
transportation expenses
to consumers. Insurance
premiums for vessels op-
| erating in high-risk areas
have also risen sharply.
Shipping companies con-
4 tinue evaluating whether
he shorter but riskier Red
Sea route outweighs the
| additional cost of sailing
around southern Africa.
Economists warn that

Global Debt Eevels Raise Fresh
Economic Concerns,

Governments around the world are fac-
ing growing pressure from rising public debt,
higher borrowing costs, and slowing economic
growth. International financial institutions warn
that many countries now spend more servicing
debt than investing in education, healthcare, or
infrastructure. Higher interest rates introduced
to combat inflation have increased borrowing
costs for both developed and developing econo-
mies. Nations that accumulated significant debt
during the COVID-19 pandemic are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to refinance existing obliga-
tions.

S prolonged disruptions
= could continue affecting
2 global supply chains, re-
ers waiting for raw materials, retailers minding businesses that geopolitical
stocking consumer goods, and export- events can quickly influence interna-
ers moving products to international tional commerce.

the much longer route
around Africa's Cape of
Good Hope. This adds
thousands of miles to voyages, in-
creasing fuel consumption, transporta-
tion costs, and delivery times. The con-

Space Exploration Accelerates as
Nations Expand Lunar Missions

The race to explore the Moon has man presence. India's successful continues making significant tech-
entered a new phase, with several Chandrayaan missions have nological advances. Space experts
countries preparing ambi- believe the Moon could
tious missions aimed at eventually serve as a base
scientific research, re- for deeper missions to
source exploration, and Mars and beyond. Water
future human settlement. discovered on the lunar sur-
The United States, China, face may be converted into
India, Japan, and the Eu- drinking water, oxygen, and
ropean Space Agency all rocket fuel, making ex-
have major lunar programs tended exploration more
underway. These missions practical. As investment in
seek to better understand space technology grows,
the Moon's geology, search for wa- strengthened its reputation as an international cooperation and com-
terice near the poles, and testtech- emerging space power, while petition are expected to shape the
nologies needed for long-term hu- China's lunar exploration program next generation of exploration.

Several lower-income countries remain
particularly vulnerable because they rely heavily
on international borrowing to fund development
projects. Rising debt payments leave fewer re-
sources available for economic growth and pov-
erty reduction. Economists argue that respon-
sible fiscal management, sustainable invest-
ment, and stronger economic growth will be es-
sential to preventing future financial crises. In-
ternational lenders continue working with gov-
ernments to restructure debt where necessary
while encouraging reforms thatimprove long-term
economic stability.
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Global Chip Industry Expands Beyond
Traditional Manufacturing Centers

The semiconductor in-
dustry is undergoing one of its
biggest transformations in de-
cades as governments encour-
age companies to diversify
manufacturing away from a hand-
ful of production hubs.

For years, East Asia
dominated advanced chip manu-
facturing, with Taiwan, South
Korea, and Japan producing
many of the world's most sophis-
ticated semiconductors. Recent
geopolitical tensions, however,
have encouraged the United
States, India, Europe, and sev-
eral Southeast Asian countries
to invest heavily in domestic
manufacturing capacity. Semi-
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COVID-19 pandemic exposed
vulnerabilities in global supply
chains and prompted govern-
ments to prioritize domestic pro-
duction. India has emerged as
an important player by offering
incentives for chip fabrication
plants, assembly facilities, and
research centers. Industry ana-
lysts believe India's growing en-
gineering workforce and expand-
ing electronics sector could
make it a significant semicon-
ductor hub over the next decade.
The global race to secure reli-
able chip supplies is expected
to reshape international manu-

EMERGING
ECOSYSTEM FOCUS

“GREENER CHIPS™

fense systems, and artificial in- facturing and trade for years to

Indonesia Ferry Fire Renews Focus on Maritime Safety

A tragic ferry fire off the coast of Indonesia has
once again highlighted the risks associated with
maritime transportation in one of the world's larg-
est island nations. While more than 230 passen-
gers and crew members were successfully res-
cued, several lives were lost, prompting renewed
calls for stricter safety standards and stronger en-
forcement across the country's vast ferry network.

Indonesia consists of more than 17,000 islands,
making ferries an essential part of everyday trans-
portation. Millions of people rely on passenger
vessels to travel between islands for work, edu-
cation, tourism, and family visits. Ferries also
transport vehicles, food supplies, construction
materials, and other goods critical to local econo-
mies.

According to Indonesian authorities, the fire
broke out while the vessel was at sea, triggering
panic among passengers. Crew members imme-
diately began emergency evacuation procedures
as rescue boats and nearby ships responded to
distress calls. Dramatic videos shared on social
media showed passengers wearing life jackets
while waiting to be rescued from the water.

Search and rescue teams worked around the
clock to account for everyone on board. Although

hundreds survived, officials confirmed several fa-
talities and injuries. Investigators are now exam-
ining whether mechanical failure, electrical prob-
lems, fuel system defects, or human error may
have caused the fire.

Maritime accidents remain a recurring concern
in Indonesia. Experts point to several contribut-
ing factors, including aging vessels, overcrowd-
ing, unpredictable weather, inadequate mainte-
nance, and inconsistent enforcement of safety
regulations. In some cases, passenger numbers
have exceeded officially approved capacity, in-
creasing risks during emergencies. Indonesia has
introduced stricter regulations following previous
maritime disasters, including mandatory life-sav-
ing equipment, regular vessel inspections, and
improved crew training. However, enforcement
remains uneven across the country's extensive
transportation network. The latest accident has
prompted renewed debate over investment in
maritime infrastructure. Safety specialists argue
that modern navigation systems, improved com-
munication equipment, more rigorous inspec-
tions, and better emergency preparedness could
significantly reduce the likelihood of similar inci-
dents. Tourism officials are also monitoring the

situation closely. Indonesia welcomes millions of
international visitors each year, many of whom
travel between islands by ferry. Maintaining con-
fidence in transportation safety is considered
essential for the country's tourism industry, which
contributes substantially to national economic
growth. Rescue workers have been widely
praised for their rapid response, which is believed
to have prevented a much larger tragedy. Nearby
commercial vessels and local fishermen also as-
sisted emergency teams, demonstrating the im-
portance of community cooperation during mari-
time emergencies. The Indonesian government
has promised a thorough investigation and has
indicated that any operators found to have vio-
lated safety regulations will face legal conse-
quences. Officials have also announced reviews
of ferry safety procedures across several prov-
inces. For families affected by the disaster, the
investigation represents an opportunity to ensure
lessons are learned and future accidents pre-
vented. As Indonesia continues to modernize its
transportation infrastructure, improving maritime
safety remains a national priority that will require
sustained investment, stronger oversight, and
continued public awareness.

Al Rivalry Between the U.S. and China Enters a New Phase

Artificial intelligence has become
the latest arena in the strategic
rivalry between the United States
and China, with both nations in-
vesting billions of dollars in ad- ¥
vanced computing, semiconduc- §
tor technology, robotics, and mili-
tary applications. What was once
a competition among technology
companies has now become a
matter of national security. The |
United States continues tighten-
ing export controls on advanced
Al chips and chipmaking equip-
ment, arguing that sensitive tech-
nologies should not strengthen [
potential military rivals. American g
officials say these restrictions are
designed to protect national se-
curity while maintaining techno-
logical leadership.

China, meanwhile, has
accelerated efforts to build a self-

velopment of homegrown Al mod-
els capable of competing with
Western systems. The rivalry
extends beyond economics. Ar-
tificial intelligence is expected to
influence future military opera-
tions, cybersecurity, healthcare,
manufacturing, finance, and
scientific research. Govern-
ments worldwide are closely
monitoring developments be-
cause the outcome could re-
shape global economic and
political influence for de-
cades. Experts believe the Al
race will define international com-
petitiveness much as the space
race did during the Cold War.
While cooperation remains pos-
sible in areas such as Al safety
and ethics, competition is ex-
pected to intensify as both na-

Beijing is investing heaV|Iy|n do- startups, and research institu- foreigntechnology. Chinese com- tions seek technological leader-

sufficient semiconductor industry. mestic chip manufacturers, Al tions to reduce dependence on panies have also increased de- ship.
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Premier says it's up to Quebec - and Quebec
alone - when U.S. booze returns to its shelves

Sources say Canada preparing to meet some U.S. demands including halting booze ban

imports.

hile Prime Minister Mark Carney has said
decisions about restocking American
alcohol ultimately rest with the provinces,
he has also suggested changes to the
P bans could form part of a broader trade
A agreement.

" Negotiators are racing to reach a deal
before U.S. President Donald Trump’s
Aug. 19 tariff deadline.

Last month, California Rep. Mike
Thompson put pressure on Quebec. He
said it’s in the best interest of both
Canadians and Californians for Quebec
to lift its restrictions on U.S. alcohol
sales.

“California makes the best wine in the
world. We have long worked to
establish a good trade relationship

Quebec’s premier says U.S. products will
remain off the shelves of its government-
run liquor stores, regardless of reports that
Canada is readying to meet some U.S.
demands, including rolling back its ban
on American alcohol.

According to a Friday statement from
Premier Christine Fréchette’s office, in
the context of the current trade watr, it is
essential to defend Quebec’s economic
interests.

The premier’s office says the removal of
U.S. alcohol from Société des alcools du
Québec (SAQ) shelves will remain in
effect “until an agreement that we deem
fair has been negotiated.”

“The sale of alcohol falls exclusively under
the jurisdiction of the Quebec government.
Quebec, and Quebec alone, will make
that decision,” the statement says.The with our Canadian friends,” the
statement comes after CBC News Democrat congressman told CBC’s As
reported that the federal government is alcohol sales, in exchange for relief from on U.S. automobiles and making changes It Happens.

prepared to meet some U.S. demandsin U.S. tariffs. to dairy policies as Canada seeks to have “It's important to us, and it’'s important to
ongoing trade negotiations, including Industry sources told CBC that Ottawa the United States drop planned 50 per our Canadian neighbours, that they have
ending provincial bans on American is also considering lifting retaliatory tariffs cent tariffs on hundreds of Canadian access to this fine wine.”
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