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CHAMBRE DES
CANAI

DE LA PART DE YOS DEPUTES FEDERAUX LIBERAUX

..
T

i )

Happy.

Canada Day

FROM YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL MPs

STEVEN GUILBEAULT ANTHONY HOUSEFATHER ANGELD IACONO

DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP
Dorval - Lachine — LaSalle Laval —Les lles LaSalle—Emard—Verdun  Laurier — Sainte-Marie Mont-Royal / Mount Royal Alfred-Pellan
Anju.Dhillon@parl.gc.ca  FaycalEl-Khoury@parlgc.ca  Claude.Guay@parlgc.ca  Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca  AnthonyHousefather@parlgc.ca  Angelo.lacono@parl.gc.ca
(514) 639-4497 (450) 689-4594 (514) 363-6800 (514) 522-1339 (514) 283-0171 (450) 661-4117

3

N
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HoN. MELANIE JOLY NATILIEN JOSEPH EMMANUELLA LAMBROPOULDS ATRICIA LATTANiID

DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTEE/ MP
Ahuntsic-Cartierville Longueuil-Saint-Hubert Vimy Saint-Laurent Saint-Léonard —Saint-Michel
Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca Natilien.Joseph@parl.gc.ca  Annie.Koutrakis@parl.gc.ca  EmmanuellaLambropoulos@parlge.ca  Patricia.Lattanzio@parl.gc.ca

(514) 383-3709 (450) 928-4778 (450) 973-5660 (514) 335-6655 (514) 256-4548

(‘7,‘1 ;* j,

CARLOS LEITAD BIENVENU-OLIVIER NTUMBA ABDELHAQ SAR SAMEER ZUBERI

DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE/ MP
Marc-Auréle-Fortin Mont-Saint-Bruno—L'Acadie Bourassa Honoré-Mercier Pierrefonds — Dollard
Carlos.Leitao@parlgc.ca  Bienvenu-OlivierNumba@parlgcca  Abdelhag.Sari@parlgc.ca Eric.5t-Pierre@parl.gc.ca Sameer.Zuberi@parl.gc.ca

(450) 622-8858 (450) 922-7900 (514) 323-0980 (514) 353-5882 (514) 624-5725 “
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Pro- Active Drayage

». CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

e

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

g2 | Ydt AedTdt &7 I d9S
Tetes da3T feg faat fan fswmia

S Rt gt 3 Tt &
SHIHTTH JISTHT |

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

GLOBE.

HVE CRANNELS, Funpaol,all indian, Fakistanl, LOgIist ard

World with Sports package, Movies,PﬁV,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

g Jardt fEstnis wete gow 3 feoe
IAT UTASTE 968 € 3% 1% T 39 &
fsrol M3 MG T 9o T <t AT HE Aae d
Instagram:|AMD]JDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY

ALl OVeEr The
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Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment
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An Indian-Origin Sikh, A Dead Teenager:
The Murder That Has Set Britain On Fire

The horrific details came to light last week when a court sentenced the 23-old-old
Vickrum Digwa, a British-born man of Indian Sikh herltage to life imprisonment.

By Staff Correspondent
Britain is witnessing a violent
surge in anti-immigration
sentiment manifesting in arson
and pitched battles with the
police. It is fuelled by a
combination of high-profile violent
crimes, public anxiety over
migration and increasingly vocal
interventions from far-right
politicians, activists and
influential figures on both sides
of the Atlantic. Recent incidents
involving non-White suspects
have provided fresh ammunition
to anti-immigration campaigners,
even though one of the accused
was born and raised in Britain
while another had been granted
the legal right to remain in the
country indefinitely. Together, the
cases have reignited a fierce
debate about immigration,
policing, national identity and the
future direction of British society.
Britain is boiling

The Violence Of Last Week
On a cold December night in
Southampton, England, 18-year-
old Henry Nowak was walking
home alone after spending the
evening with friends when he
encountered Vickrum Digwa,
who was, as court revealed,
carrying ceremonial blades
associated with the Nihang Sikh
tradition. After noticing one of the
weapons, Nowak began filming
Digwa on his phone. What
started as a brief exchange
between two strangers quickly
turned deadly. Digwa stabbed the
teenager four times, including a
fatal wound to the chest. As he
lay bleeding on the pavement,
Nowak repeatedly told the police,
“I have been stabbed. | can’t
breathe”. Yet in a scene that
would later shock Britain and the
world, officers initially treated him
as a suspect rather than a victim,
handcuffing him as his life ebbed
away. Officers did not respond to
his cries and instead kept
taunting him. Within minutes, he
died from his injuries.

The horrific details came to light
last week when a court
sentenced the 23-old-old
Vickrum Digwa, a British-born
man of Indian Sikh heritage, to
life imprisonment. It outraged
everyone. One just couldn’t
believe the callousness of the
policemen involved.

Sikhs Facing Ugly Threats
The case also triggered an ugly
backlash against ordinary Sikhs.
Just a few days after Digwa was
jailed, a Sikh priest from his
former Southampton gurdwara
was assaulted while shopping
and was subjected to racial
abuse. Elderly and vulnerable
Sikhs have since been advised
to stay indoors as fears of
reprisals have grown by leaps and
bounds.

Nigel Farage’s Reform UK and
other critics pointed to the
incident as evidence of what they
describe as “two-tier policing”,
the belief that police and public

institutions apply different
standards depending on race,
religion or political sensitivities.
Whether one accepts that
argument or not, the phrase has
gained traction among sections
of the British public who feel
increasingly alienated from
mainstream institutions. It is a
sentiment that has become fertile
ground for populist movements
across Europe and the US.

The incident reminded many of
George Floyd, whose repeated

cries of “I can’t breathe” went
unheeded.
Elon Musk and others

immediately raised their voices,
saying that the treatment of
Henry Nowak by British police in
his final moments raised similar
questions about institutional
failure and deserved comparable
scrutiny. US Vice-President JD
Vance was also quick to
comment, linking the killing to
what he called the “mass
invasion of migrants”. Writing on
X, Vance said Nowak had died
“the same way a civilisation dies:
abandoned and handcuffed by
authorities who neither trusted
nor cared for him”, adding that
the “only response” was
“righteous anger”.

The Difference

It is worth noting that Floyd died
at the hands of a police officer,
whereas Nowak was murdered
by a private individual. But no one
can deny that the treatment of
both men by police in their final
moments bears striking
similarities. That is why, for many
on the political right, both cases
have become symbols of a
broader debate about whether
public institutions apply equal
standards of justice, sympathy
and accountability to all victims.
The murder of Henry Nowak in
Southampton should, in normal
circumstances, have remained
what it fundamentally was: a
tragic criminal case involving a
young man whose life was cut
short in a senseless act of
violence. Instead, it has become
the latest front in a widening
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transatlantic political battle over
immigration, policing, race, free
speech and national identity. In
the process, a grieving family has
found itself at the centre of an
argument that stretches far
beyond Britain and increasingly
defines relations between
Donald Trump’s America and
Europe’s political establishment.
Before jailing Digwa, the court
rejected his claims that he had
been racially abused and had
acted in self-defence, convicting
him of murder and sentencing
him to life imprisonment. Yet the
case snowballed into a huge
controversy after the police
bodycam footage showed
officers handcuffing the dying
teenager while initially appearing
to accept claims that Digwa was
the victim of a racist attack.The
footage shocked many Britons
and raised uncomfortable
questions about police judgment

and too much political
correctness.
Vance And Musk Outraged

The intervention of influential
American voices transformed the
case from a domestic
controversy into an international
one. US Vice-President JD
Vance linked the killing to what
he described as Europe’s “mass
invasion of migrants”. Elon Musk
accused British authorities and
parts of the media of ignoring the
case and drew comparisons with
the extensive coverage given to
the death of George Floyd in the
United States. For many
conservatives on both sides of
the Atlantic, the image of a dying
teenager being handcuffed by
police became symbolic of a
broader institutional failure.

The irony, however, is difficult to
disregard. Digwa was not a
recently arrived migrant. He was
born and raised in Britain.
Vance’s wife is of Indian origin.
Donald Trump’s current and
former wives are immigrants.
Musk himself was born in South
Africa before becoming an
American citizen. Yet
immigration has become the

organising political issue around
which much of the modern
populist right now defines itself.
For its supporters, the issue is
not merely migration but the belief
that Western elites have become
detached from public concerns
about crime, integration and
national identity.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s
government responded forcefully.
Downing Street accused outside
voices of exploiting a family
tragedy and attempting to
inflame tensions and divide
British society. His ministers
insisted that Britain would not be
allowed to import America’s
highly polarised culture-war
politics. Yet his government faces
a difficult challenge. Public
concern about immigration is
genuine and widespread. Net
migration remains far higher than
many voters expected. Trust in
political institutions has
weakened. The result is that
attempts to dismiss such
debates often end up
strengthening those who claim
legitimate concerns are being
ignored.

Europe Under Pressure

The Henry Nowak case has
landed in the middle of a much
bigger argument that has been
building across Europe for the
past few years. From Britain and
Germany to France, the
Netherlands and Sweden, anti-
immigration parties have gained
support by arguing that
mainstream politicians have lost
control of borders and failed to
address the social
consequences of large-scale
migration. Their opponents
counter that crime involving
migrants is routinely exploited to
stigmatise entire communities
and inflame public fears.
Starmer’s challenge is not
confined to Westminster. Across
Britain, tensions over
immigration have increasingly
spilled onto the streets. In the
last few days, Belfast witnessed
nights of bloody violence over the
stabbing of local teenager

Stephen Ogilvy by a Sudanese
immigrant. Vehicles and homes
were set on fire, police came
under attack and immigrants
were targeted. Authorities say
the suspect had been granted
permanent residence in the UK
nearly three years earlier. Just
days before that, Southampton
itself witnessed violent protests
following the sentencing of
Vickrum Digwa. Eleven police
officers were injured as
demonstrators clashed with
police, fuelled by anger over the
treatment of Henry Nowak in his
final moments and the perception
that authorities had instinctively
believed his killer's version of
events.

Alarmingly, these incidents are
part of a wider pattern. In May,
tens of thousands of protesters
gathered in London for a “Unite
the Kingdom” rally led by anti-
immigration activist Tommy
Robinson, who urged supporters
to prepare for what he called the
“Battle of Britain”. The rally
reflected a growing sense among
many voters that concerns over
immigration, crime and social
cohesion are not being
adequately addressed by
mainstream political parties.
Whether justified or not, such
sentiments have become
increasingly influential in British
politics. Indeed Britain has seen
it allin recent times. In late 2024,
the country was rocked by unrest
following the Southport murders,
in which three young girls were
killed in an attack that horrified
the nation. False rumours rapidly
spread online claiming the
suspect was a recently arrived
asylum seeker. Although those
claims later proved untrue, they
triggered violent protests and
riots in several towns and cities.
The disturbances exposed a
deep reservoir of public
frustration over immigration and
trust in institutions, frustrations
that continue to shape political
debate today.

Musk’s Criticism of Britain

It was against this backdrop that
Elon Musk and other American
conservative figures increasingly
turned their attention towards
Britain. Musk repeatedly
commented on the Southport
unrest and at one stage
suggested that “civil war is
inevitable”. The remarks
prompted furious criticism from
ministers who accused him of
amplifying misinformation and
deepening social divisions. To his
supporters, however, Musk was
merely articulating concerns that
many ordinary people already felt
but believed were being ignored
by political elites. Germany
offers another revealing example.
Following a series of attacks
involving asylum seekers and
migrants, immigration has
become one of the most
contentious issues in German
politics.
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Hormuz Is Reopening, But It May Never
Matter Quite The Same Way Again

Hormuz may never carry the traffic it had prior to the war, and its significance for

global supply chains may be diminished, to an extent. Here's why

US President Donald Trump recently
announced that the US and Iran had
reached a deal and that the Strait of
Hormuz would be reopened soon. Coming
over three months after the war started,
however, many countries have by now
explored alternate pathways to keep their
economies running and to hedge against
future disruptions.

The India-Omani Partnership

India has been one of the worst hit
countries by this war, in particular by the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz, as much
of her energy imports from the Middle
East transit through this critical waterway.
While oil and gas are the most important,
there are other major imports, like
fertilizers, that also transit through
Hormuz. Recently, Union Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, revealed
that India's oil marketing companies were
losing Rs. 16,000 crore a day, something
the recent fuel price hikes aim to address,
to an extent. The rupee has fallen to a
historical low to touch 95 to the dollar.
Amidst these shocks, the news that the
India-Omani Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) has been
actualised was met with much glee.
CEPA paves the way for more buoyant
trade with the Oman Sultanate, especially
facilitating Indian exports - a critical need
for the economy currently. Most
importantly, the location of Oman is
significant now with all the tension around
the Strait of Hormuz. Oman is located
outside the Strait, directly on the Arabian
Sea and the Gulf of Oman, and thus,
goods can enter and exit its ports of
Salalah and Dugm easily without having
to go through Hormuz. Moreover, India
also had a historical presence at Dugm.
India's imports from Oman actually
increased by 246.4%, rising from USD
430 million to nearly USD 1.5 billion, driven
by higher purchases of crude oil and urea.
The countries are now seeking to
reactivate the proposal for the Rs.40,000-
crore Oman-Gujarat deep-sea gas
pipeline. The 2,000-km subsea project
would bypass the Strait of Hormuz,
offering a potentially safer and more direct
route for natural gas imports, hedging
against any similar disruptions in future.
Oman's Sweet Spot

In fact, Oman is in a sweet spot now with
its location outside the Strait of Hormuz
as countries seek alternatives. One fifth
of the world's energy supplies pass
through Hormuz from countries of the Gulf
like Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, Bahrain,
and the UAE to mainly Asian markets.
Consequently, Oman has increased its
oil exports to unprecedented levels, given
that its ports are located outside Hormuz,
enabling it to pump supplies to Asian
markets. Beyond this, the gains from
customs declarations have been
remarkable. For example, revenues from
declarations for shipments destined for
Dubai alone jumped from $270 million in
March to $2.16 billion in April.

More important is the Sultanate's new
positioning as a reliable hub for maritime
and air transport and shipping through its
ports and airports. For instance, food
exports to Gulf countries through Hormuz
have also been disrupted. Currently,
shipments are travelling from Omani ports
through the Hatta border crossing
between Oman and the UAE and further

into the wider Gulf region and markets.
This will enable Oman to reap continuous
benefits even after the Hormuz crisis ends.
It will also attract massive investments
for strategic road and railway projects
linking the Gulf states to Oman, and oil
and gas pipeline projects that bypass the
Strait of Hormuz, like the one with India.
Oman will definitely aim to preserve the
economic and geopolitical gains it
achievedin the war.

The Fujairah Terminal

Other countries, too, are hedging. For
many like the UAE, whose economy
depends majorly on energy exports, itis
an existential threat. The world has lost
1 billion barrels of oil due to Iran's closure
of the Strait, according to Dr Sultan Al
Jaber, the UAE's Minister of Industry and
Advanced Technology. Therefore, the
country is now accelerating the
construction of the West-East oil pipeline
to double its oil export capacity to 4
million barrels per day by 2027 via the
port of Fujairah, which lies around 70
nautical miles outside the Strait of
Hormuz.

The Fujairah Qil Terminal FZC (FOT) is a
premier, 1.177 million cubic meter
independent onshore storage facility in
the UAE, specialising in crude oil and
refined products. With the disruptions in
Hormuz, its strategic significance for
global supply through it has increased
manifold. This is just as significant for
India, as the Fujairah oil terminal can still
send supplies to us while also ramping
up oil production. According to data, UAE
oil exports to India rose to around 619,000
barrels per day in April this year, a 43%

increase from previous averages.

Saudi And Iraq Look Elsewhere, Too
Saudi Arabia, OPEC's second largest oil
producer has, similarly, diverted exports
through its port of Yanbu on the Read
Sea, via its East-West Pipeline. It
consists of twin pipes that carry oil more
than 1,200 km from the Abgaiq oil field in
the Kingdom's Eastern Province to Yanbu.
Interestingly, this pipeline, also known as
Petroline, was builtin 1981 during the Iran-
Iraq war as an emergency route, with the
singular objective of bypassing the Strait
of Hormuz to avoid any crisis there and
promote energy security. That has now
paid off, with the pipeline reported to be
operating at full capacity. In fact, Saudi
exports of jet fuel to Europe through
Yanbu has actually increased after the
war broke out this year.

Like them, Iraq, another major oil
producer, is also diversifying. As a major
exporter through Hormuz, the Strait's
closure has made it look elsewhere. It
has begun exporting oil through Syria's
Baniyas oil port, since early April. Iraqi
fuel crossed through the Al-Tanf border
crossing into Syrian territory, where from
Baniyas on the Mediterranean coast
Iragi oil will make its way to global
markets. With Syria's stabilisation and
reconstruction, this route is sure to
become a permanent one for at least
some of Iraqg's oil exports even after
Hormuz reopens.

Two Unintended 'Beneficiaries’
An unhappy fallout of the closure of
Hormuz has been that it is essentially
Asian markets that have been affected
the most. These relied most on

supplies through the strait, unlike, say,
Israel, which together with the US
began the war. While the US has
benefited from oil sales, countries like
India, Japan, South Korea have been
vulnerable to the Hormuz crisis. They,
too, have been looking for alternatives

8 and have turned to non-traditional

sources. Two such "non-traditional”
sources that have become

| beneficiaries are Azerbaijan and

Kazakhstan. On May 2, a Japan
Times report noted how a tanker
carrying some 45,000 kilolitres of
crude oil from Azerbaijan arrived at an
Eneos refinery in Yokohama, quoting
officials at Eneos. The shipment of
Azerbaijan oil arrived in Japan for the
first time as it sought to diversify
supply sources. Like India, Japan had
also imported mostly Middle Eastern
crude, and now has also procured US
and Russian oil. This marks a major
shift in its energy procurement as it
diversifies its supply chains. It also
stands to reason that once Hormuz
reopens, Japan will no longer be
totally reliant on the supplies through
that route, at least not as much as
pre-war levels. It has now also turned
to Kazakhstan as an alternate source,
which, logistically, will be cheaper for
procurement than Middle-Eastern
supplies.Kazakhstan has also become
a beneficiary of the Hormuz crisis. The
;0ss of Middle-Eastern oil in global
markets has translated into a surge
in demand for Kazakh oil, and
disruption in traditional trade routes
has meant greater traffic along the
country's Middle Corridor or the Trans-
Caspian International Transport
Route, which traverses through
Central Asia, the Caspian Sea, and
the South Caucuses to reach Turkey,
Black Sea and Mediterranean ports
to Europe. Kazakhstan has ramped
up supplies to European markets as
well as to Japan and countries like
Bangladesh. Jihad Azour, director of
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF)'s Middle East and Central
Asia Department, recently described
Central Asia as a "transit hedge",
offering alternative routes for trade and
energy flows amid rising geopolitical
uncertainty.

G7 no longer runs the world: Canada PM says
India's presence shows new world order

By Staff Correspondent

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney
said the Group of Seven (G7) no longer
runs the world, describing India's
participation in the summit as a reflection
of a changing global order. Speaking at
Trinity College Dublin, Carney said
today's global challenges can no longer
be addressed by a small group of
advanced economies alone.

Carney said this year's summit shows a
recognition that global governance is
changing and that countries outside the
G7 have an increasingly important role
in shaping international issues."More
than half the meeting will include so-
called outreach partners -- particularly
India, the leaders of India, the leaders of
Brazil, the Gulf states as well, the leader
of Kenya, will be there. So a series of

other partners which bring a broader
perspective and a broader element of the
solution.""It's a recognition that the G7,
if it ever did run the world, no longer runs
the world or pretends to," he said.

The Canadian PM noted that alongside
G7 members, the summit will include
leaders from India, Brazil, Egypt, Kenya
and several Gulf nations. According to
him, these countries will bring a wider
range of perspectives to discussions on
pressing global challenges.

Carney said the gathering could help
define elements of a new international
order at a time when geopolitical tensions,
economic uncertainty and technological
disruption are reshaping global affairs. He
made the remarks ahead of the ongoing
G7 Summit in France during his six-day
visit to Europe.The G7 comprises

Canada, France, Germany, ltaly, Japan,
the United Kingdom, the United States
and the European Union. INDIA'S
RISING GLOBAL INFLUENCE

India's participation continues a long-
running engagement with the forum
despite not being a member of the
grouping. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
arrived in the French city of Evian on
Tuesday for a two-day visit to attend the
summit.

This year marks PM Modi's seventh
consecutive appearance at the G7
Summit and India's 13th participation
overall. The repeated invitations are a
recognition of India's growing influence
in global affairs and its role in addressing
issues ranging from economic growth and
climate action to security and
development.
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A Deal With a Revolution, Not a Nation

The Trump framework offers Iran a seat at the world's table. The question
is whether Tehran wants one — or wants to overturn the table.

Henry Kissinger, who spent a
career navigating the gap
between a nation's stated
ideology and its actual interests,
put the Iranian paradox more
precisely than almost anyone
before or since. "Iran has to take
a decision," he observed,
"whether it wants to be a nation
or a cause." For 47 years, the
answer coming out of Tehran has
been unambiguous: cause.
Revolutionary cause. Theological
cause. The export of Shia
Islamist power across a crescent
of proxy militias and client states
stretching from the Persian Gulf
to the Mediterranean Sea. Now
the Trump administration is
paying diplomatically,
geopolitically, and eventually
perhaps financially — for the
privilege of asking Kissinger's
question one more time.

Vice President JD Vance framed
the emerging U.S.-Iran diplomatic
framework in terms that are, on
their face, reasonable: "What the
agreement does is fundamentally
set up a structure whereby if the
Iranians behave like a normal
country, then we want to treat
them like a normal country and
welcome them to the world
economy.” It is a sentence that
almost writes itself as policy. It
is also a sentence that contains,
buried within its conditional
clause, the entire weight of four
and a half decades of history,
ideology, and institutional design
— none of which bends easily
toward normalcy.
What "Normal"
Requires

To understand the challenge, it
helps to define terms. A"normal
country” in the international
relations sense is a state that
pursues its interests primarily
through conventional diplomacy,
trade, and statecraft — not
through the sponsorship of non-
state armed actors, the explicit
call for the destruction of other
sovereign nations, or the elevation
of religious revolutionary ideology
above territorial pragmatism.
Normal countries disagree. They
impose tariffs. They spy on each
other. They compete for influence.
What they do not typically do is
embed within their constitutions
— as Iran's does — the explicit
mandate to export revolution, nor
do they maintain, as a core pillar
of state identity, the chant "Death
to America" as something
between foreign policy and
liturgy.

Iran's Supreme Leader is not a
head of government in the
conventional sense. He is the
Vali-e Fagih — the Guardian
Jurist — the earthly steward of
revolutionary governance,
accountable not to a domestic
electorate but to a theological
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framework that frames the Islamic
Republic's legitimacy in
eschatological terms. The Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC), which controls vast
swaths of the Iranian economy
and its external military
operations, is not simply a
military branch. It is the
institutional guardian of the
revolution itself, its budget, its
survival, and its expansion.
Asking Iran to "behave like a
normal country" is, in structural
terms, asking these institutions
to voluntarily diminish their own
raison d'étre.

That is not an argument against
trying diplomacy. It is an
argument for honest expectations
about what diplomacy can and
cannot do.

The Pattern of Engagement
The United States has attempted
various forms of diplomatic and
economic engagement with Iran
across multiple administrations
— with results that should temper
both cynicism and naive
optimism in equal measure.
The 2015 Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA),
negotiated under the Obama
administration and endorsed by
China, Russia, Germany, France,
and the United Kingdom, was
arguably the most ambitious
attempt to integrate Iran into a
normalized framework of
international compliance. Its
specific focus was narrow:
constrain the nuclear program in
exchange for sanctions relief.
What it did not do — and was
never designed to do—was alter
Iran's regional behavior. In the
years following 2015, Iran's
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support for Hezbollah deepened.
The Houthi movement in Yemen
received expanded military
assistance. Iranian-backed
militias consolidated influence in
Iraq and Syria. Economic relief
from sanctions did not travel into
moderation of the revolutionary
project; it traveled, at least in part,
into the operational budgets of
Iran's regional network.

This is the counter-argument to
those who suggest that
economic integration
automatically produces
behavioral moderation. The
historical record from Iran is, at
minimum, ambiguous. The
Islamic Republic has
demonstrated a consistent
capacity to absorb economic pain
currency collapse,
hyperinflation, sanctions-induced
recession — without sacrificing
the ideological architecture of the
regime. Whatever the miseries of
the Iranian population, the IRGC's
budget and its external militia
network have proven remarkably
resilient to economic pressure.
This is not because the regime
does not feel the pain. It is
because it has decided,
structurally and ideologically, that
the cause is worth the cost.
The Trump Approach:
Leverage or Legitimization?
The Trump administration's
diplomatic posture toward Iran —
notably more flexible than its own
first-term "maximum pressure”
campaign reflects a
recognition that pressure alone
has not produced behavioral
change. Iran has continued to
enrich uranium. Its proxy network
has remained active. The

calculation appears to be: if
pressure cannot compel change,
perhaps structured engagement
can incentivize it.

There is logic in this. Nations do
respond to incentives, and the
I[ranian government — whatever
the ideological commitments of
its supreme leadership —
contains factions with more
pragmatic orientations. Iranian
presidents from Khatami to
Rouhani have, at different
moments, signaled interest in a
different relationship with the
West. The question has always
been whether those signals
represent genuine decision-
making authority, or whether the
actual locus of power — the
Supreme Leader, the IRGC —
regards such overtures as
tactical rather than strategic.
The danger in framing the current
framework as Vance did is a
different one: it risks creating the
structure of normalization without
the substance. If the agreement
loosens sanctions, restores
Iran's access to the international
financial system, and provides
economic relief in exchange for
commitments on the nuclear
program alone — leaving the
proxy network, the regional
expansion, and the underlying
revolutionary ideology untouched
— it will not have produced a
"normal country." It will have
produced a better-funded version
of the existing one.

Critics from the hawkish right,
including figures in the Israeli
government and among Gulf
Arab states, make precisely
this argument. Their concern is
not that diplomacy is wrong in

principle, but that the wrong
deliverable — sanctions relief —
will be exchanged for a paper

commitment on nuclear
enrichment, while Iran's capacity
to project conventional and
unconventional military power
across the region continues
unabated.

Defenders of engagement argue
the reverse: that keeping Iran
economically isolated and
diplomatically marginalized
simply accelerates its nuclear
program while driving it deeper
into alliance with Russia and
China. An Iran integrated into the
world economy, the argument
goes, has more to lose from
adventurism and more incentive
to stabilize its external behavior.
It is a hypothesis worth taking
seriously, even if the historical
evidence for it, in the Iranian
context specifically, remains
thin.

Perhaps the most
underappreciated dimension of
the Kissinger question is
institutional. Revolutionary
states do not become normal
countries simply because their
leaders or populations tire of
revolutionary sacrifice. The
Islamic Republic has spent 47
years constructing a deep-state
apparatus — the IRGC, the
Basij, the Bonyads (revolutionary
foundations that control
significant economic assets),
the religious establishment —
whose institutional interests are
bound to the perpetuation of the
revolutionary order. These are not
easily reformed or disbanded
from the top. They are, in many
senses, the top.
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Re-Hyphenate

For more than two decades, one
of the quiet but consequential
triumphs of American diplomacy
was something most people
never even noticed: the deliberate
uncoupling of how Washington
thought about India and Pakistan.
They stopped being the same
sentence. They stopped being
the same problem. India was
treated, at long last, as a rising
global power with its own
strategic weight. Pakistan was
managed separately, as a
complicated but necessary
partner in the war on terror. The
two countries, for the first time
since Partition, were no longer
joined at the hip in the eyes of
Washington policymakers.
That policy — known, in the dry
language of foreign affairs, as “de-
hyphenation” — is now
effectively over. Under President
Donald Trump’s second term,
Washington has re-hyphenated
South Asia with a speed that has
surprised even seasoned
observers of the region. The
hyphen is back. And for the
millions of South Asians living in
the United States, the
implications are personal,
political, and profound.

A POLICY 25 YEARS IN THE
MAKING — DISMANTLED IN
12 MONTHS

The concept of de-hyphenation
didhot emerge irom a single
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speech or summit. It grew
gradually, shaped by Clinton’s
five days in India versus five
hurried hours in Pakistan in 2000;
by George W. Bush’s landmark
nuclear deal with New Delhi in
2006; by successive
administrations’ explicit framing
of India as a counterweight to
China in the Indo-Pacific. By
2022, Biden’s Indo-Pacific
Strategy promised to “support
India’s continued rise and
regional leadership.” India had
been elevated, in Washington’s
formal strategic calculus, to a
category of its own.

The Modi government in New
Delhi had worked systematically
to accelerate this delinking. After
2014, India objected publicly if
Western leaders combined visits
to India and Pakistan on the
same itinerary, viewing the “two-
country” trip as an act of implicit
equation. When Trump —in his
first term — offered to mediate
on Kashmir, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar publicly
and firmly replied that any
Kashmir discussion “will only be
with Pakistan and only
bilaterally.” The message was
clear: India is not one half of a
troubled pair. It is a global power,
and shall be treated as one.
Twenty-five years of patient
diplomatic architecture collapsed
in_roughly twelve mo
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beginning with the India-Pakistan
military confrontation of May
2025.

OPERATION SINDOOR, THE
CEASEFIRE, AND THE
NOBEL THAT WASN'T

The catalyst was Operation
Sindoor — India’s military
response to cross-border
terrorism in May 2025 — and
what followed it. Trump
intervened, claiming to have
personally brokered a ceasefire
by threatening to withhold trade
deals from both nations.
“Pakistan and India were really
going at it,” Trump told an
audience, recounting his role in
vivid detail. “I got on the phone
with both of them... | said, ‘I'm
not doing trade deals with you
two guys.” India, quietly furious,
denied any American role in the
ceasefire, insisting it was a
bilateral military communication
that ended hostilities. Trump
persisted. He sought a Nobel
Peace Prize endorsement from
both countries. Pakistan obliged.
India did not. That asymmetry —
Pakistan’s gratitude, India’s
rebuff — set the tone for
everything that followed. To a
president who prizes personal
loyalty, India’s refusal to validate
his intervention was more than a
diplomatic slight. It was a
rejection.

i

APARTMENT
BUILDINGS

1y

INDUSTRIAL

s Canada.

viduals focing
procesdings.

hip,

MORTGAGE BROKER - DLC

DEVELOPMENT

Al-POWERED VALUATION

Multiple methods for precise market value.

FULL-SERVICE BROKER

Real estate + mortgage financing in-house.

VIKRAMJIT KASHYAP

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE BROKER - PMML

Speaks: English - Frangais + Punjabi - Hindi + Urdu

| LOCAL EXPERTISE

PROVEN RESULTS.

Why Strength Training
Beats Cardio For PMOS

How Trump Brought Pakistan Back in From the Fat Loss, Coach Explains
Cold — and What It Costs India, and Us

Polycystic Ovary Syndrome
(PCOS), now renamed
Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian
Syndrome (PMOS) to better reflect
its broader metabolic nature,
continues to affect millions of
women worldwide.

A fitness influencer has now
shared her experience of
struggling with weight gain in this
condition despite doing daily
cardio for long hours. She
explained how she later
discovered that her approach may
have been working against her
body's hormonal balance.

In a post shared on Instagram, fat
loss coach Sunaina wrote, "l used
to do 45 minutes of cardio every
single day. My weight didn't move.
My bloating got worse. | was
exhausted. Then I learned why."
Intense cardio raises cortisol
levels. In people with PMOS,
higher cortisol directly promotes
fat storage around the abdomen.
The more cardio you do, it leads
to greater retention of belly fat.
The Switch That Changed
Everything

The change came from switching
to dumbbell training at a slow to
moderate pace three times a
week. You can also add low-
intensity walking to your routine.
The influencer recommended, "not
fearing heavy weight lifting."
Monday - Lower Body Strength
A lower-body strength routine
focuses on heavy compound
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movements followed by targeted
accessory work. It targets your
quads, hamstrings and glutes.
Perform exercises like squats,
hip thrusts, Bulgarian split squats,
Romanian deadlifts and leg press.
This full session should take
about 60 minutes.
Wednesday - Upper Body
Strength

The upper-body strength routine
focuses on building power in your
chest, back, shoulders and arms.
It pairs pushing and pulling
movements to keep your joints
healthy and balanced. Some
exercises include barbell bench
press, bent-over rows, overhead
shoulder press, lat pulldowns or
pull-ups and more.

Friday - Full Body

The full-body strength routine
maximises efficiency by targeting
every major muscle group in a
single session. It utilises
compound movements to build
overall power and core stability.
Barbell deadlifts, incline dumbbell
bench press, goblet squats and
seated cable rows are some of the
major exercises. The influencer
also suggested doing a "7-minute
walk every 80 minutes, every day".
"Strength training builds muscle,
which directly improves insulin
sensitivity, the root issue in
PCOS. Walk to lower cortisol. Lift
to fix insulin & hormones. That's
the PCOS/PMOS formula," she
concluded.
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Telegram working despite ban, raises
doubts on India's tech ability to block it

India on Tuesday banned Telegram ahead of the NEET re-test on June 21. But hours
after this ban, the app continues to largely work. It casts doubt on India's ability to block

Telegram, which has some inbuilt tech safeguards against censorship and ban.

(By Our Staff Reporter) India banned
Telegram on Tuesday ahead of the NEET
re-test scheduled for June 21. The ban is
expected to last until June 22. On the
surface, it seems like a simple ban,
similar to what has happened with various
apps in India before, including TikTok and
PUBG. But, hours later, Telegram
continues to be accessible India. The app
is still working as it works, the Telegram
website is still up and running, and t.me
— the domain through which Telegram
serves messages on web — still
accessible.

Update: The app has been removed from
Google Play Store, and will likely soon
be removed from the iOS App Store.
Although, this doesn't matter that much
because Telegram remains widely
available on tens of different app stores
on the web, and through APKs.

Now there is chatter online that India may
not succeed in putting a blanket ban on
Telegram because the country does not
have the technology at ISP level to block
it. This is because Telegram has a number
of technologies that it uses to evade bans
and censorship. Or to put it another way,
blocking Telegram could prove to be
tricky.Nisarga Adhikary, the 19-year-old
cybersecurity researcher who went viral
after exposing flaws in CBSE’s website,
claims this ban may not even be possible.
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He wrote on X, “Blocking Telegram totally
isn't even possible, Telegram is designed
in such a way which easily allows people
to use proxies and other methods of
circumvention.”

India usually bans stuff with DNS
blocking

Usually, when Indian government orders
a ban on a website or app, the
responsibility falls on Internet Service
Providers (ISPs) like Jio or Airtel. These
companies, which run the network, block
websites or apps based on what you
search for.

Normally when you search for a website,
say Instagram, the request goes to your
ISP’s Domain Name System (DNS) which
acts like the phonebook for the internet.
The DNS then tells your phone where
Instagram is, and lets you connect to it.
Similarly, when an ISP is blocking a
website, such as TikTok, the DNS at ISP
level refuses to look for the app servers.
Instead, lies to the user that TikTok is not
accessible. This leaves your device with
no way to connect to the platform. Keep
in mind that this is not the only way to
block a website, but it is the most
common.

So why is Telegram different?

On X, a user who goes by the handle
@kingslyj claimed that the traditional way
of blocking a platform will not work on
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didn’t work like other platforms,

particularly in this DNS area. The person |

wrote, “They cannot use current blocking
infrastructure because Telegram doesn't
do direct DNS lookups.”

The user claimed that Telegram operates
differently. Instead of the usual way we
discussed before, Telegram sends
encrypted requests to cloud servers, such
as Cloudflare and Google. This means
that your internet service provider will not
know what you were requesting for. And
as a result, it won’t be able to block you
from accessing Telegram. The user
claimed that while there can other ways
to block Telegram, India may not have the
tech infrastructure it needs to do so. The
person added, “Existing infra (of Indian
ISPs) isn't capable of dealing with that.”
Why is blocking Telegram tricky?
Now, DNS-level blocking is not the only
way ISPs block websites and apps. They
also have far more advanced tools. They
can use methods like Deep Packet
Inspection (DPI) to find pattern — or
signature —in internet traffic, and through
these signatures they can identify an app
and can block it.

For example, an app like Telegram will
have a particular kind of traffic pattern,
indicating where the traffic is going, how
much is the volume, what is its packet

beet your memonies alive with,...

Telegram. The user said that Telegram

size etc. Similarly, there is SNI filtering,
which can let ISPs see what you are trying
to access before the secure (HTTPS)
connection is made between your
computer or phone with an app or a
website.

But just the way there are different ways
to block something, there are ways to
avoid the ban and censorship. And
Telegram, by its design, is an app that
actively works to avoid bans and
censorship. It does this by using an
encryption technology called MTProto
protocol. This protocol apparently lets the
app fake its digital signature to ensure that
its traffic looks like that of a normal
website or app. In others words, MTProto
protocol makes it difficult for DPI to sniff
and single out Telegram from gigabytes
of data flowing through ISP servers. The
MTProto was probably the reason why
Telegram ban in Russia resulted in not
just a ban on the app, but also an
accidental ban on hundreds of other
legitimate services and apps because
ISPs could not reliably detect only
Telegram traffic.
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America didn’t give Elon Musk a
trillion dollars. He earned every penny

A young immigrant arrived in 1992 with ambition and built

companies that trans

(By Our Staff Reporter) When SpaceX
went public on June 12 and Elon Musk
became the world's first trillionaire on

paper, the predictable reactions arrived
almost immediately. Some viewed the §

milestone as a symbol of everything wrong
with modern capitalism. Others celebrated
it as the ultimate entrepreneurial success
story.

Both sides are missing the bigger picture.
The most important aspect of Elon Musk
becoming the first trillionaire is not the size
of his fortune. It is the fact that his journey

could only have happened in a country [

that continues to reward innovation, risk-
taking and the freedom to pursue ideas
that most people initially dismiss as
impossible.In 1992, Musk arrived in the

United States as a young immigrant §

pursuing educational and entrepreneurial §

opportunities. Few could have imagined
that three decades later he would build a
collection of companies that would
transform industries ranging from
payments and transportation to
aerospace, communications and artificial
intelligence.That achievement deserves
closer examination because history is
filled with wealthy individuals. What
makes Musk different is not simply the
amount of money he has accumulated. It
is the breadth of what he has built.
Many entrepreneurs spend their entire
careers attempting to create a single
successful company. Musk helped build
PayPal, which fundamentally changed
digital payments. He then used much of
his fortune to pursue ventures that many
investors considered reckless. Tesla
challenged a century-old automotive
industry and accelerated the adoption of
electric vehicles worldwide.

SpaceX dramatically lowered the cost of
launching payloads into space while
accomplishing feats that many believed
only governments could achieve. Starlink
is bringing internet connectivity to remote
regions around the globe. Neuralink and
his artificial intelligence initiatives continue
to push the boundaries of what many
thought possible.Whether one agrees with
Musk politically is beside the point. The
remarkable aspect of his story is that he
repeatedly identified opportunities where
others saw obstacles. He consistently
pursued industries that incumbents
considered untouchable and entered
arenas where failure seemed far more
likely than success.

That is where America enters the
story.

The United States remains one of the few
places in the world where an entrepreneur
with a compelling vision can access
capital, recruit talent, challenge
established competitors and attempt to
build something revolutionary. Our system
is far from perfect, but it continues to
provide a level of economic freedom that
is difficult to replicate elsewhere.Musk's
success is not evidence that capitalism
is broken. It is evidence that capitalism
continues to reward individuals who create
extraordinary value.

Critics often focus exclusively on the

outcome. They see a trillion-dollar net
worth and immediately ask whether
anyone should possess that much wealth.
A more productive question is how that
wealth was created in the first place. Musk
did not become a trillionaire by inheriting
adominant corporation or benefiting from
a protected monopoly. His fortune is
largely tied to companies that investors
voluntarily assigned value because they
believe those businesses have changed
the world and will continue doing so in
the future. How many people has Musk
employed along the way? How much
payroll tax has he paid into our system?
And how many millionaires has Musk
made just by their being employed by
his companies?The reality is that wealth
on this scale is generally the byproduct
of solving significant problems. Tesla

formed payments, space and transportation

forced legacy automakers to accelerate

innovation. SpaceX transformed
commercial spaceflight and strengthened
America's leadership in space
exploration. Starlink has provided
communications infrastructure in places
where traditional networks could not
reach. None of those achievements were
guaranteed. In fact, several came
perilously close to failure. Musk has
spoken openly about periods when both
Tesla and SpaceX were on the brink of
collapse. Most entrepreneurs would have
retreated. He doubled down. That
willingness to endure failure, criticism
and uncertainty may be the most
important lesson in his story.

At a time when many Americans
question whether the American Dream
still exists, Musk's rise offers a

compelling reminder of what the dream
was always meant to represent. It was
never a promise of wealth. It was never a
guarantee of success. It was the freedom
to pursue ambitious goals, the
opportunity to take risks and the ability
to build something meaningful regardless
of where you started.Elon Musk's trillion-
dollar milestone will generate headlines
around the world. Yet the more enduring
story is not about a net worth figure. ltis
about a country that still allows
exceptional individuals to pursue
exceptional ideas.For all of America's
imperfections, it remains one of the few
places on earth where a young immigrant
can arrive in this country with talent,
ambition and an unconventional vision
and eventually build companies that
reshape the future.

Nancy Guthrie mystery exposes new threat targeting

unsuspecting Americ

(By Our Staff Reporter) As the wrench
attack theory is gaining traction as a

possible motive for the Feb. 1 suspected

abduction of Nancy Guthrie, experts are

i P e
- e ey
¢

warning that criminals are increasingly

sweeping the web for signs of wealth that
could lead them to new victims.

"The bad guys in these cases and in many
types of criminal cases utilize open source
information and social media information
to find their targets and the targets’
vulnerabilities, the pressure point,” said

Lisa J. Miller, a retired detective and law *

enforcement executive at the Colorado
Attorney General's Office. "News releases
from companies describing wealth, social
media posts showing off big expenditures,
big toys, big homes. Many of us put at
least some of our lives out there for
everyone to see — and it’s usually the
happiest part.”

Although wrench attacks can involve
complicated crypto transactions,
encrypted chats and conspiracies that
may cross international borders, the
concept is simple: A "mastermind” plans
the attack remotely and hires local muscle
to carry out a physical abduction, which
involves threats and violence to extract
ransomThere have been 34 documented

wrench attack incidents in the first four
months of 2026, according to the
cybersecurity firm CertiKk — a 41%
increase over last year. While Guthrie is
the 84-year-old mother of NBC's Savannah
Guthrie, Miller said relatives of the real
targets can sometimes be hurt in wrench
attacks because they are more accessible
than the public figures themselves.

"Nancy Guthrie could have been viewed by
someone watching [her "Today'] segment
as a vulnerability, Savannah Guthrie's

ans letting down their guards

pressure point," Miller said.As a result,
everyone could benefit from minimizing the
amount of personal information about them
online."Protecting ourselves requires the
usual things we have all been told about
before — restrict your social media profiles,
never post photos of your home, know who
the audience is when you post pictures of
your children, family, visible signs of
financial security," Miller said. "Monitor
your online presence when it comes to
what data is available about you online.
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Attempt to defame me: Bhagwant Mann
after Akal Takht declares him' antl-Guru

(By Our Staff Reporter) Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann has
strongly denied allegations levelled
against him by the Akal Takht,
insisting that he is not the person
seen in a controversial viral video
and accusing political opponents of
using religion as a tool to tarnish his
image.

The row has escalated into one of
the most significant confrontations
between a sitting Punjab Chief
Minister and Sikhism's highest
temporal authority in recent years,
after the Akal Takht declared Mann
a "Guru Dokhi" and "Khalsa Panth
Virodhi" and advised members of the
Sikh community not to associate with
him.

CM MANN DEFENDS HIMSELF
Responding publicly to the Akal
Takht's June 15 directive, Mann
categorically denied any connection
to the video at the centre of the
controversy. He said that when he
appeared before the Akal Takht
earlier this year, he had clearly
informed the clergy that the person
seen in the footage was not him.
"When | appeared before the Akal
Takht, | clearly told them that the
person shown in the video is not me.
Neither the physique nor the height
of that individual matches mine," he
said.

Mann said he was surprised that,
despite his explanation, the Akal

Takht had proceeded with such a
severe declaration. "It is unfortunate
that people sitting on such important
religious seats are doing all this on
the direction of their political
masters," he added.

While reiterating his respect for the
institution of the Akal Takht, Mann
alleged that certain political interests
were attempting to defame him. "l
totally disassociate myself from this
video. This is nothing but an attempt
to defame me," he said.

WHAT TRIGGERED THE
CONTROVERSY

The dispute centres on a viral video
that Sikh religious authorities
described as offensive and hurtful to
Sikh sentiments. The controversy
was further aggravated by remarks
attributed to Mann regarding alleged

thefts from Guru Ki Golak, the
donation boxes maintained at
gurdwaras.In January this year, the
Akal Takht summoned Mann to
explain what it described as anti-Sikh
remarks, objectionable conduct and
his alleged involvement in the video
controversy.

Mann appeared before the Akal Takht
Secretariat on January 15 and
rejected the allegations, arguing that
the video was either fabricated or Al-
generated.

According to the Akal Takht, Mann's
office did not respond to a
subsequent communication sent on
January 27. The Sikh clergy then
sent the footage to two government-
recognised forensic laboratories for
examination. Citing those findings,
the Akal Takht announced on June

15 that it considered the video

' authentic and accused Mann of

misleading the institution during his
appearance. Following a meeting of
the five Sikh high priests led by
officiating Jathedar Giani Kuldeep
Singh Gargaj, the Akal Takht issued
one of its strongest condemnations
of a serving political leader.

. The clergy declared Mann a "Guru

Dokhi" (betrayer of the Guru) and
"Khalsa Panth Virodhi" (opposed to
the Khalsa Panth), and advised
members of the Sikh community not
to maintain social or religious ties
with him.
The decision, according to the clergy,
was based on forensic findings
regarding the video and Mann's
alleged false statements before the
Akal Takht.

IMPACT ON AAP, BHAGWANT

MANN

The Akal Takht's directives do not carry
legal force under Indian law. However,
they continue to hold considerable
religious and moral influence among
sections of the Sikh
community.Political analyst
Professor Kuldeep Singh described
the development as a natural
progression of the controversy. He
said that under normal
circumstances, such a declaration
could have caused significant political
damage to Mann while benefiting those
who raised the issue.

Six men allegedly kidnapped two people at
vacation resort, tortured them at boat ramp: FBI

(By Our Staff Reporter) Six
men allegedly kidnapped two |
people at a Margaritaville |
Hollywood Beach Resort in
Florida and tortured them,
according to officials. The
incident took place starting on [
the night of May 29 at §
Margaritaville Hollywood ¢
Beach Resort with one of the &
suspects "pressuring” a victim
as well as a witness to go to
a car show in a remote part
of Broward County, Florida,
according to a recently
unsealed court document.
Saul Alfonso Fajardo, 19,
Justin Phihoang Le, 20, Amari
Tamire Hill, 21, Anthony
Teruel Hernandez,

18, victims onto a car and forced

S .
A -

allegedly demanded that one

at gunpoint.Both victims

the tattoo off of you, you
don’t deserve to have it. I'm
going to torture you,"
Phihoang allegedly said.
"Don’t cry," he allegedly said.
"I will kill your family if you go
to the police. We are not
done."

The suspects even forced
the two victims to strip in their
underwear while demanding
- money, according to the
complaint, which added that
Hill fired a round into the air
£ while he was on a video call
"in an attempt to let the
person on the phone know
they were serious."

The suspects at one point
became concerned that the

Marikevies McNichols Jr., 19,
and Weilen Hernandez, 20,
were charged with
kidnapping and conspiracy to
commit kidnapping. Two
victims, who weren't identified
in court documents, allegedly
met up with "Saul" at the
Margaritaville parking garage
as well as a female suspect.
After getting to the parking
garage, the two victims were
forced into two cars at
gunpoint by several people,
according to court
documents. Officials said that
Hill slammed one of the

him into the passenger seat.
Phihoang then allegedly told
the victim "If you try to get out,
I'm going to end your life,"
further saying "l am going to
kill you and your family." The
victim complied, fearing for
his life. An FBI agent wrote in
an affidavit that all people
were armed with
semiautomatic weapons and
were wearing "shiesty" masks
with latex gloves on. The
other victim was forced into a
separate car, according to the
documents.The complaint
states that Phihoang

of the victims give him money
if he wanted to live, then
forced him to call friends to
try to get the money.

"If | don't get my money, every
10 minutes I'm going to take
one of your fingernails,"
Phihoang allegedly told the
victim.The victim "observed a
pair of pliers inside the car
and believed they were going
to pull his fingernails off, so
he continued calling people
in an attempt to get money,"
according to the criminal
complaint. The victim in the
other car was allegedly held

would be taken to a location
one of the suspects referred
to as "the spot,"” which was
the West Broward Boat Ramp.
Once they were there, the FBI
agent said both victims were
"forced to kneel at gunpoint,”
adding that one of the
suspects saw a tattoo on a
victim. The two were allegedly
robbed of their personal
belongings, including phones,
jewelry, clothing and other
personal items.

One of the victims was
allegedly forced to send $400
through Zelle."I'm gonna burn

second victim's ankle monitor
could disclose their location
to police, and allegedly
dropped him off within a
subdivision of Cooper City,
where the victim walked to a
relative's home in nothing but
underwear.The other victim
allegedly observed the
suspects "burning
something" at the boat ramp,
then heard someone say
"We have to burn the
evidence," according to the
FBI agent. That's when the
victim, "in fear for his life,"
began faking a seizure.
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3 Brazilian men charged after woman
tossed from bridge without safety rope

(By Our Staff Reporter Three
men face potential charges
after a 21-year-old woman died
when rope-jumping instructors
allegedly launched her from a
bridge without attaching the
safety ropes meant to stop her
fall, authorities said.

Maria Eduarda Rodrigues de |
Freitas, a 21-year-old student,
died Saturday during a rope-
jumping event at an abandoned
bridge about 90 miles
northwest of Sdo Paulo, Brazil.
Police investigator Andrea Levy
told reporters Monday that the
three instructors involved in the

jump acknowledged that foIIowmgthemmdentandcould
Rodrigues de Freitas was not face criminal charges, The

investigators, the instructors
were booked on the charge at

connected to any safety
equipment before she was
launched from the bridge.

"They do not remember
whether they forgot to attach
[the ropes], or who was
supposed to do it, or who failed
to check. But the fact is the
ropes were not attached to
her," Levy said.The three
instructors were arrested

Associated Press reported.
Brazilian authorities said the
three instructors were arrested
on suspicion of homicide with
"eventual intent," a legal
concept under Brazilian law
that generally applies when a
person is deemed to have
accepted the risk that a death
could occur. According to
Brazilian outlet G1, citing

the scene.Investigators said
Rodrigues de  Freitas
requested to be launched from
the bridge "airplane style," with
two instructors lifting her above
their shoulders while she
stretched out her arms.

Video shared online appears to
show two helmeted men
tossing the young woman from
the abandoned bridge moments

before the fatal fall. The
instructors appear to be
wearing harnesses connected
to safety lines.Authorities said
Rodrigues de Freitas fell
approximately 130
feet.Brazilian media reported
that Rodrigues de Freitas had
purchased a guided hiking
excursion that included the
rope jump from the abandoned
bridge.Rope jumping is an
extreme sport that differs from
traditional bungee jumping.
Instead of elastic cords that
create a vertical bounce, rope
jumping uses low-stretch
climbing ropes designed to
transform a fall into a
pendulum-like swing.

The City of Limeira identified
Rodrigues de Freitas as a
resident of Jandira and issued
a statement expressing
condolences to her family.
"At this moment of pain, the
City of Limeira stands in
solidarity with the young
woman's family, friends and
loved ones," municipal officials

said in statement
Saturday.The Clty said it would
cooperate with authorities
investigating the incident.
Rodrigues de Freitas was
buried Sunday.

Levy told Brazilian television
program "Jornal Nacional" that
investigators were examining
whether the group conducting
the jump was authorized to
operate at the site. According
to G1, Levy said investigators
believe a failure to verify the
placement of the safety rope
contributed to the fatality.

In a statement cited by G1,
attorneys for the three
instructors said their clients
had experience conducting the
activity and that the incident
was the first fatality during their
years of operation.
Authorities continue to
investigate the circumstances
surrounding the apparent
safety failure, including who
was responsible for ensuring
participants were properly
secured before jumping.

'Russia Has Lost Tremendous Numbers Of People’
Trump Tells Putin To Make A Deal With Ukraine At G7

(By Our Staff Reporter) US President
Donald Trump met Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Tuesday on the
sidelines of the G7 Summit in France,
and encouraged Russia to make a deal
to end the four-year war in Ukraine.

Trump’s remarks came on the second
day of the G7 Summit, where leaders

discussed the ongoing Ukraine conflict.
The discussions took place two days after
the US and Iran confirmed a framework
deal to end the war in the Gulf region.

Speaking before his meeting with
Zelenskyy, Trump noted that Russia and
Ukraine have lost thousands of people
due to the war, and also pointed out the

hostilities between Zelenskyy and
Russian President Vladimir Putin.
“Russia should make a deal. Russia has
lost tremendous numbers of people, and
so has Ukraine. Last month, they lost
35,000 soldiers between the two of them.
This is on a monthly basis. And it’s crazy
what’s going on there," he said after a
bilateral meeting with Qatari Emir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.
“We had a meeting, and | spoke with
President Putin on Sunday. It's sort of
the same thing. | mean, they just keep
going, fighting, losing soldiers. This is not
since World War II; anything like this has
not happened," he added.
Zelenskyy Says Trump ‘Positive’ On
Ukraine Aid
Meanwhile, Zelenskyy told Reuters that
Trump was “very positive" that the US can
help Ukraine with more air defence
missiles. He claimed there was
unanimity among all G7 leaders that

Russia is not winning the war and has to
make a deal as soon as possible.

He also posted images on social media
showing the two leaders, along with US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, talking
on the sidelines of the G7 summit. “It is
always important to coordinate
positions," he wrote.

The Ukrainian President is pushing for
greater international support to halt
Russia’s war, worried that the US is
distracted ?by the conflictin Iran. He has
also proposed face-to-face talks with
Russian President Vladimir Putin to try
to end the war.With Ukrainian drone
attacks putting Russia on the defensive,
European diplomats are seeking greater
support for Kyiv after previous US
positions were seen as favourable to
Moscow.British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said “there was real unity in the
room" when Trump and the other G7
leaders discussed the conflict.

U.S. Lawmakers Denounce Indian Flag Tearing In Texas 24-Year-Old Indian Among 12 Killed In

(By Our Staff Reporter WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Six Indian American members of the U.S.
House of Representatives have strongly
condemned the tearing of an Indian flag during
an immigration-related protest outside Frisco
City Hall in Texas and expressed solidarity with
Indian Americans. Democratic Representatives
Raja Krishnamoorthi of Illinois, Ami Bera of
California, Pramila Jayapal of Washington, Ro
Khanna of California, Shri Thanedar of Michigan
and Suhas Subramanyam of Virginia issued a
joint statement after a demonstrator tore the
Indian flag during a protest that included anti-
India chants and rhetoric.

“We strongly support the constitutional
right to freedom of expression for all Americans.
At the same time, we condemn the tearing of
an Indian flag outside Frisco City Hall
alongside hateful anti-India rhetoric, which

continues to fuel anti-Indian violence and
xenophobia. Acts of hate and intimidation
targeting any community are unacceptable and
have no place in our country,” the lawmakers
said. “The Indian American community is an
important part of our nation and deserves to
feel safe and respected. As Indian Americans
and South Asian Americans face harassment,
xenophobia and hateful rhetoric, leaders must
speak clearly: hate targeting any community
cannot be tolerated or ignored,” the statement
said. The members of Congress also reaffirmed
their support for Indian Americans in Texas and
across the United States. “We stand in
solidarity with the Indian American community
in Frisco and across the country. Everyone
deserves to live with dignity and safety, free
from fear, harassment and discrimination,” they
said.

Missouri Skydiving Plane Crash

(By Our Staff Reporter A young
Indian technology professional
was among 12 people killed when
a skydiving aircraft crashed shortly
after takeoff in Missouri on Sunday,
June 14, authorities have
confirmed. The victim was
identified as 24-year-old Sai
Karthik Varma Datla, who was the
only Indian national on board the
aircraft that went down near Butler
Memorial Airport in Bates County,
about 80 miles south of Kansas
City.Datla was a technology
professional based in the Kansas
City metropolitan area. According
to his LinkedIn profile, he held a
master’s degree in computer

science from the University of
Central Missouri and worked inthe
healthcare technology sector. He
was employed with AdventHealth
and had previously worked for
Capgemini. His professional
experience included cloud
migration, automation and
software deployment projects. The
aircraftinvolved in the crash was a
2010 Pacific Aerospace 750XL, a
single-engine turboprop plane
commonly used for skydiving
operations. Federal investigators
said the plane was carrying a pilot
and 11 skydivers when it crashed
shortly before 11:30 a.m. All 12
people on board were killed.
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Slovenian Tourist Says India's Payment

(By Our Staff Reporter A

Slovenian woman has caught .«

social media's attention after
praising India's payment system.
In a now-viral Instagram post,
Julija, who visited India during her
gap year, said the country's
payment system was years

ahead of most nations and that '

she did not really have to use
cash during her travels. Her post
sparked online discussion, with
many users echoing her
admiration for India's cashless

o
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infrastructure, proving how digital =

financial tools have completely
transformed the modern travel
experience.

"One of the things that surprised
me most in India was how little
cash | actually needed. Almost
everywhere | went, whether it was
a small chai stand, a local
restaurant, or even a random
shop on the side of the road,
people would just point at a QR
code," Julija captioned the post.
Describing it as one of the most
'‘convenient' payment systems,

Julija said simply using the QR
code to make the payments was
a blessing.

"That's because of UPI, India's
instant payment system. Instead
of typing in bank details, people
simply scan a QR code and the
money is transferred within
seconds. It's honestly one of the
most convenient payment

Image Credit, Instagram/@voye. travels
systems I've ever seen while
travelling," she said. "That said,
[ would still recommend carrying
a debit or credit card and
keeping some cash on you.
India is incredibly digital, but
having a backup payment option
will save you alot of hassle when
you're in smaller towns, remote
areas, or if the internet decides

to stop cooperating.” As the post
gained traction, social media
users lauded the efficiency of
UPI, whilst informing Julija that
UPI can be used without the
need for internet as well. "Two
things I'm afraid of if | go to
Western countries: 1) toilet
paper, 2) no UPI!" said one user
while another added: "You can

System Is ‘'Years Ahead 0f Most Countries’

even use UPI without internet.”
A third commented: "What's
amazing is that UPI system is
instant transfer to bank account,
meaning you can even cash out
as soon as you get a payment
through UPL."

UPI's Success Story
Launched in 2016 by the National
Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI), UPI enables users to
transfer money instantly, 24x7,
using any mobile app linked to
their bank accounts. In January
2026, UPI processed 21.70
billion transactions worth over Rs
28.33 lakh crore, reflecting its
deep integration into everyday
commerce.The International
Monetary Fund, in its June 2025
report on growing retail digital
payments, recognised UPI as the
world's largest retail fast payment
system by transaction volume.
The 2024 ACI Worldwide report
titted Prime Time for Real Time
noted that UPI accounts for around
49 per cent of global real-time
payment transaction volume.

Why was he slapped? Cockroach party
founder speaks out on Jalpur assault

(By Our Staff Reporter) In his
first key remarks after being
slapped and assaulted during a
protest in Jaipur, Cockroach
Janata Party (CJP) founder
Abhijeet Dipke on Tuesday
attributed the incident to the
growing "unemployment crisis"
in the country. Speaking to
reporters, Dipke, who rose to
fame after starting the satirical
new outfit last month, said such
actions were a reflection of the
lack of job opportunities faced
by the youth.

"What happened in
Jaipur was the result of rising
unemployment. If the person
had a good job, he wouldn't have
resorted to such actions,"”
Dipke said. The CJP founder,
who has been demanding
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan's
resignation over the NEET and
other paper leaks, urged the
government to focus on creating
better employment
opportunities. "Youth are being
given Rs 1,000-2,000 to carry
out such things because there
are no proper avenues of earning
money. | request the
government to provide better
jobs to such people," Dipke
further said.
HOW ABHIJEET DIPKE WAS
ASSAULTED? The incident
happened on Monday when
Dipke was entering the protest
site at Shaheed Smarak in
Jaipur. Upon his arrival, Dipke
was lifted by his supporters.

However, just as Dipke was
being taken to the stage, 5-6
persons allegedly started
slapping and assaulting him.
Viral videos show a man pulling
Dipke by a cloth he was wearing
around his neck before slapping
him. Another 3-4 youths are
seen repeatedly slapping the
CJP founder. The protest,
organised by the Cockroach
party over the alleged NEET

flaws in the
system, and
unemployment, drew hundreds

paper leak,
education

to Shaheed Smarak. After the

incident, Dipke spoke about it

briefly from the stage. "Letthem §

attack us, we will not raise our
hands. | can get beaten up ten
times more," he said.Five

people have been arrested so e~

far in connection with the
incident.

'Do Not Attempt To Cross': US M|I|tary Says”
Hormuz Blockade Intact Until Peace Deal Signing

(By Our Staff Reporter) The US
military said on Monday that its
naval blockade of Iranian ports
remains in effect and will stay
so until the peace deal between
Washington and Tehran is
formally signed, with the signing
ceremony scheduled for June 19
in Switzerland.

“A military blockade of Iranian
ports remains in effect restricting
all traffic inbound and outbound
from these ports," the US
military said in an advisory note.
“Do not attempt to cross until
explicit direction is given.",
reported Media.

Trump announced the
agreement on Sunday and said
he had authorised an end to the
US naval blockade of Iranian
ports as part of the deal, writing
on Truth Social: “The Deal with
the Islamic Republic of Iran is
now complete. Congratulations

to all!" Monday’s advisory,
however, makes clear that the
blockade physically remains in
place until the signing goes
through.

The deal was mediated by
Pakistan and Qatar. Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
confirmed on Sunday that both
sides had declared the
“immediate and permanent
termination of military operations
on all fronts," including in
Lebanon. Tehran said the US
naval blockade on its ports
would be lifted immediately,
while Trump said toll-free
shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz would begin on Friday.
The war began on February 28,
when the US and Israel
launched strikes against Iran.
Iran responded by closing the
Strait of Hormuz, the 33-
kilometre-wide waterway

through which a significant
portion of global oil and gas
trade moves, triggering a global
energy crisis that lasted over 100

days. The United States
subsequently imposed a naval
blockade on Iran after Islamabad
talks between the two sides
failed in April. US Vice
President JD Vance said the
ceasefire could usherin a “new
era" for the Middle East, adding:
“Iran will never have a nuclear

weapon." For India, the blockade
lifting carries direct commercial
weight. India’s West Asia
exports hit USD 5.30 billion in
May, near pre-war levels, but
only after exporters rerouted
shipments through Oman’s
Dugm, Sohar, and Salalah ports
to bypass the closed strait.
Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal said Monday that the
opening of the Strait of Hormuz
would be “good" for trade.
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US would help India if attacked: Trump

The comments came as Trump repeatedly praised PM Modi and
highlighted the growing partnership between Washington and New Delhi.
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(By Our Staff Reporter US President
Donald Trump on June 17 said the
United States would help India if it came
under attack, offering one of his
strongest public statements on defence
ties with New Delhi during a meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the
sidelines of the G7 summit.Trump
made the remarks when asked about
the defence relationship between the
United States and India following talks
with PM Modi. “I think it’'s a great

2 Indian-Origin Students Killed After Being Swept
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relationship,” Trump said. “l can tell you
this, without having a contract. We don't
have a contract. You have to write
contracts. But if they were attacked, we
would be there to help them.”The
comments came as Trump repeatedly
praised PM Modi and highlighted the
growing partnership between
Washington and New Delhi.

Trump then personalised the
remark while referring to the Indian
Prime Minister. “If anybody attacks that

ch In California

man, we’re going to be there,” he said.
“Now, if there’s a new leader, I'm not
sure about it. If there’s a new leader, |
don’t know about that. But if they’re
attacked and he’s the leader, we're
going to be there to help.” The
remarks drew attention because the
United States and India do not have a
formal mutual defence treaty, although
the two countries have steadily
deepened military cooperation over
the past two decades. Earlier, Trump
described relations with India as
exceptionally strong. “We had, in
particular, some very good
conversations with Prime Minister Modi,
India,” he said. “A lot of things are
happening between the United States
and India.” The US President also
pointed to expanding economic
engagement between the two
countries and expressed optimism
about ongoing trade negotiations.
Asked about a possible trade
agreement, Trump said: “We’re very
close.”He also praised PM Modi as a
negotiator. “He’s a very tough
negotiator. He’s one of the toughest,
actually,” Trump said. PM Modi,
meanwhile, said the two countries had

accelerated cooperation since their
previous meeting in Washington. “We
had an extremely productive meeting
in Washington last year, and since then
we have given new speed and new
energy to our relations,” the Prime
Minister said. “We are working together
on a number of areas.”Trump also
sought to reassure Indians about the
future of bilateral ties. “As long as I'm
president, they have a great friend in
the White House,” he said. “They love
India. They have tremendous respect
for this man.” The US President later
described the overall relationship in
unusually warm terms. “India can do
anything they want with us,” Trump said.
“We have the best relationship.” “We
cannot be closer than we are. | don’t
think we can be any closer, both he
and | and our nations.” India and the
United States have significantly
expanded defence cooperation in
recent years through military
exercises, defence technology
initiatives, intelligence sharing and
growing interoperability between their
armed forces. The two countries are
also members of the Quad grouping
alongside Australia and Japan.

Aisha Wahab Leads Race For Vacant
California Congressional Seat

(By Our Staff Reporter)
Authorities in California have

Into Ocan Wh|Ie Resting On Bea

both from Fremont. The two

enforcement and rescue
agencies responded and eight
rescue swimmers entered the
water in an effort to save the
women. Both Nair and Sran were
found alive and pulled from the
ocean. One of the victims was
airlifted by a Cal Fire helicopter
to Yellow Bank Beach before
being transported to a local
, hospital. The other was brought
ashore at Panther Beach and
carried to an ambulance.

Despite rescue efforts, Nair died
shortly after being taken out from
the water. Sran remained in
critical condition at a local

identified two Indian-origin college
students who died after being
swept into the ocean at Bonny
Doon Beach, an area known for
dangerous tides and powerful
waves. The victims were Harshita
Nair, 21, and Mabhial Sran, 20,

friends were reportedly resting
near a keyhole rock formation at
the beach on Wednesday, June
10, when rising tides swept them
into the water.Emergency
responders were alerted shortly
before 5 p.m. after a witness
called 911. Multiple law

hospital before she also died on
Saturday, June 13.

The tragedy has drawn attention
to the dangers of the beach’s
keyhole area, which officials say
can become hazardous when
tides rise unexpectedly.

Jaishankar Lodges Protest With Rubio Over Sailors’ Deaths

(By Our Staff Reporter NEW DELHI /
WASHINGTON.D.C.-External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar spoke with U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and lodged a strong protest following
a U.S. Navy strike in the Gulf of Oman that killed
three Indian mariners. Addressing the conversation
on social media, Jaishankar wrote: “Spoke to US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio. | reiterated India’s
strong protest at the attacks by the US Navy in
the Gulf that killed three Indian mariners. Such lethal
actions against commercial shipping are not
justified.” According to a U.S. State Department
readout of the call, Rubio stressed that all
commercial vessels operating in the Strait of
Hormuz should immediately comply with orders
issued by U.S. forces. The statement said Rubio
underscored that violations of the U.S. blockade
and the illicit transport of Iranian oil would not be
tolerated as American forces seek to uphold

security in the strategic waterway. The diplomatic
exchange came amid mounting tensions in the
region following a U.S. strike on the Palau-flagged
oil tanker ‘Settebello’ in the Gulf of Oman. The vessel
was carrying 28 crew members, including 24 Indian
nationals. According to Indian authorities, 21 Indian
sailors were rescued, while three crew members
were later confirmed dead. U.S. Central Command
(CENTCOM) said a U.S. aircraft fired on the vessel
after it allegedly repeatedly failed to comply with
instructions from American forces and was
attempting to transport Iranian oil in violation of an
ongoing U.S. blockade. Following the incident, the
Ministry of External Affairs summoned U.S. Charge
d’Affaires Jason Meeks for the second time in a
week and lodged a formal protest over what it
described as continuing attacks by U.S. naval
forces on commercial vessels carrying Indian
sailors in the Gulf of Oman.

(By Our Staff Reporter
California state Senator Aisha
Wahab emerged as the
leading candidate in a special
election to fill the vacant
congressional seat left by
former U.S. Representative
Eric Swalwell, but unofficial
results showed she fell short

of securing an outright victory. |

Complete but unofficial results
released Tuesday, June 16, by
the Alameda County Registrar
of Voters showed Wahab
receiving 45,380 votes, or
42.37% of the total.

Under election rules, a
candidate must win more than
50% of the vote to avoid a
runoff.

The final outcome remains
uncertain as election officials
continue to count and verify
ballots. Results will be
certified by June 25.

If Wahab does not reach the
required majority, she will
advance to a runoff election
scheduled for August 18
against the next-highest vote-
getter. Based on the latest
results, BART Board Director
and former Dublin Mayor
Melissa Hernandez s
currently in second place with
17,848 votes, or 16.66%.
Indian-origin Rakhi Israni
Singh is close behind with
14,160 votes, representing
13.22% of the vote. The
special election was called
after Swalwell resigned from
Congress in April. The

Democrat, who represented

California’s 14th
Congressional District since
2013, stepped down amid
allegations of sexual assault.
Swalwell, however, has denied
all allegations.The winner of
the current special election will
serve only until January. The
district’s regular
congressional election was
held on June 2. If no candidate
secures a majority in that
contest, the top two
candidates will move on to a
November 3 runoff. As a result,
residents of the district could
end up voting as many as four
times within six months to
select one member of
Congress if neither election
produces a majority winner.
California’s 14th
Congressional District is
located in Alameda County
and includes Hayward,
Pleasanton, Livermore, Union
City, Castro Valley, and parts
of Dublin and Fremont.
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Police in Quebec municipalities issued
thousands of fines for insulting officers

Montreal mulling bylaw of its own, but
advocates say police don't need more power

Police in some of Quebec’s largest met-
ropolitan regions have handed out thou-
sands of fines over the past six years to
citizens for allegedly hurling insults at of-
ficers or other municipal officials, accord-
ing to internal data obtained by The Cana-
dian Press.

Quebec City police have largely driven
these numbers, issuing 11,092 fines be-
tween April 1, 2020, and March 31, 2026,
to people who allegedly violated a munici-
pal bylaw that prohibits disrespectful lan-
guage directed at officers and other pub-
lic officials.

Quebec City released the numbers in re-
sponse to a formal access to information
request.

Meantime, a spokesperson for the police
force in the municipality of Laval, directly
north of Montreal, says its officers issued
4,502 fines to people who violated a by-
law that prohibits abusive behaviour to-
wards municipal employees between Janu-
ary 2021 and April 2026.

Police in Sherbrooke, in the Eastern Town-
ships region, say they issued 855 fines in
2025 under a bylaw prohibiting insulting
and obstructing police officers.

The five municipalities in the Longueuil
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area, all served by Longueuil police, have 8
a similar regulation prohibiting insults to-
ward municipal officials, including police.
Longueuil police say they handed out 53
fines for this offence in 2025 and 49 to
date in 2026.

The release of data showing the stagger-
ing number of fines for foul language coin-
cides with a series of high-profile cases
about police misconduct in Quebec, in-
cluding in Montreal, where investigators
recently dismantled a patrol unit in a
multicultural neighbourhood over allega-
tions of racism and what local police de-
scribed as reprehensible behaviour by
officers.In Montreal, municipal officials
have been studying the possibility of their
own version of a bylaw allowing fines for
foul language. While the local brotherhood
representing officers in Montreal has ar-
gued its members need this to deal with
abuse from members of the public during
routine interactions, civil rights activists
say now is not the time to hand new pow-
ers to police.

“The good cops may never use that by-
law, never,” says retired RCMP officer Alain
Babineau. “The bad ones, they’ll use it all
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