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Referfean a3 € falge WMaAT 2025-26 f2¥ 92,000 WIgaHedt fefemmagnt € wee & Rges

Zgte . meferfeam a&3T =
feg o<t falge y3ITaa, S395
AIFTd T8 fEeIEHES Ags T
ygfie ‘3 Barret aret AtHT a9 s
Gz faG f&v »3zggrmeat
fefenmragtyt ot fas3t fEs
3t it M@= St HgTEaT I |
ggm 3t wferfaut Wz ATy,
2025-26 HIATEHT ATS T8
§52fa6 € AaaTat ITEAT M3
gatzafaetnt f&9 ug 33
FIFI 92,000 T F-ITETH
M IIIHedl fefemragt we 7
Areal | feg farestAg € @5
mMIIgTHedr fefemragtnt v
fea fagret 3° =t <u fomr
gt I |

feg fauge Hars=ra &
7rat a3t aret At few &9
faggr fapur g fa As=dT 2024
f&e €39% AIqTd &5 FTA
a3t aret mg3'e uafue qu
795z da&3r fgg &<T°
fécaanss fefemraghnt ot
fare3t fE9 3+t 5% aHt mret
7, Ireifa 9% erufent f&g
IHt I¥ Ie I we Iat| feg
AtHT ufg®T €@ AT®T ET Barret
et AT, UT I €39% AT &
mMIggTHear fefemraatut et
fare3t 99 we@ = €t gAsT =t
UH 3T | AIATT ET 2026
f&9 155,000, M3 2027 3
2028 f&g 150,000
W3dadraedt fefemmaatut & ot

gnfdgeygrdz ertar d|
Aeferfean &3 € WMEHATT,
fen qu 3 ufost §x2faE g
TH € A9 3° U M 3IITHEIT
fefewraat ug 30 A5 | M T3T
gdnt & feg »ietd Ume-
Ad 3It AAgTET € JrEedt
AoRyeT, feriarAs fegrar w3
d53T I=fz€ e#nAt @
nafamt @ wrgrg ‘3 famrg
I3 TS|

‘mggarHedt fefenmragt e gt
gr gqqr’

gategfaet e e3¢ fe€e
Ut I3t g3 3T W IIITHEIT
fefemragt »itg yaerw & fagr
fa @g 333 fen &gt e AE
faQfa feg fefenmraghut set
ATTII3IT H'T® AT Ug T
233I% AIATT € ITHT U3
=t s13tt u d Qust 3
53t e fa ufgst =vst
Afast grat gat 71 €57 fagr
fa g3 g€t igzer 7 fa 3T
f&9 nmiggaraeat fefemraghnt
ot fare3t g3 <u aret At, ud
fem wWfamrT ®et frge
fefenmragbut & fad=Tg st
sfggrfem AT Ager| @57 @
H3Tgx T IIt HfFarret W3
UAC-Aa 339t Aded &9 ue
g fgar sgartmt AW fAwmret
ufgst ot Hge As 1 @51 fagr
fa ufgst »izggarmeat
fefenragtut & »Hes € A9

NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

T Tafamr farmr W3 g<
ITHSIIT IT®TI gEHeE ‘3

€zt 5 It g%t @r g
garfenr A7 fggr 71 3%
AIqT €T gfgeT 7 fa feg qu |

wat gt IHt »3 fagre @ =ue
TIT 3 WTTGT BET BarrfenT
faruT /Y | 7% It AIaTT @ feg
gt fg3 At fa g5 area »3
gateafaetmt fefemragtnt
T AIBI efeer g 9J A |
gfgar et Adfrmr

#dan §8% Usteafsa € Yeng
W3 SIBCT Gaa T gHTfER

A2 995 & faur fa Aa Une- |

Ao zdt famen ufost 3 ot et
@t ant 5% gy &7 fagr der
3t fen qu o7 fEsT 37 mAT
aTder 1 @t Efmur fa araAT
W3 gateafaetyt @ formua
et Aret 3 wWe EfFar g9
fggreat fée M ad g5 1857
fagr fa wiggammeat fefenraat
ITHHT BET T3 HIITYTS 75
73 QUaT g FUR e fIAT g
grater 7, ug @ost § Aaarat
gfgar €t vt yat a9 et iy
AT 3 &IT grfemr mrer
grateT|

€52 fa& mgarg <€
IrEd M3 gateafaet H3am®d
ot g®Tas fautar famma gt
3 fagr fq uafie qu & g=ge
HET AIGd & §x2faG &
fefggra &9 THZ-Ad 39t

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience

fifamr st ng 3° <37 foen
3T 71§57 W3Tsa AaaTe fen
439 BET 6.4 fastrs 37T €t
¥rg JIH € gt I | feg AwTs
gI=at &g fefewraat Hew
wA5T OSAP f&@g Ft3tmt
JEtHT It @ T FA3T
famr 7t | €52 96 a5 3IRE
»we uwateafret Tamet
MAATERsT € ydAtse 79
farezans & faor fa feg wazg
St met gavst T 59t I5 |
Sat fagr fa a&3T M3 ¥
g3a §52faG ot viggaraeqdt
fRfymr @ U39 &9 fens dug
‘3 2<t ITET SIATS T JIt
g1 €yt dfamr  fg

‘;& Wl

gat=afaetyt & SfFar et ant
y3t g95 set »fIggTEeat
fefemrggtmt ‘3 fosggasr
zuret, faQfa €@g wIsm
fefenmraghdt 578 & gr=T I
U TtH 93¢ T |

€5t € HITEA
g stzafret famew &
HAg I g8 T et AgaTg
FH YIt U3 Hag 3 fFar
€t 3 71 &% It feg =t
RYST Y= T fa »igggraeat
fefewragtmt & w3 fas:
HTaIfAg I3 AT M3
€5t s GxcfaG et feme-
Tuat fRfuymr fas: ya'etmr
JISTET AT

DANIPLEY

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE

at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi,all Indian, Pakistani,English and All over The
World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

3AY USRSt 968 € 5% &% TomT 39 8
AUTCH 968, HE 960, Nigdlg, oceian,
fSmal w3 nUs T 9o T 2 MY WIS Ao J

. Instagram:|AMD]DANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Publishers Note

Desi Times and people associated with it are not responsible for
any claims made by the advertisers or endorse any of their products
or service advertised within. The views expressed in the Desi Times
don not necessarily reflect the views of the publisher and editor. Desi
Times is in the business of selling space but does not test or confirm
the legilmacy of the claim made in the paper. Desi Times dones promote
a healthy forum for discussion of amyriad of views in peaceful civilized
manner while trying to dissuade any form of discrimination and abuse.

Contribution to the growth of the paper is most appreciated and
sponsors and advertisers are trained for their support. We would like
to thanks all the well wishers and supporters of Desi Times for making
this endeavor possible. Let us be proud of our roots, humble in our
temperament and rigorous in our efforts to attain greatness in our

achievements
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Services d'embellissement féeminin

GdI& M3 JH TIHHTE eaa™ € HesHa 81 A&3T
TF &8t 3 Sxsg=a €= & 2022 Eg s g€ a9
&3 famr At M3 fe®os 39 =1 §g &t dI3T
fariT I 9

3316 a33 fEeaanas § 2025 &9 fea gt
W% f<9 87 d637 € = n U3 fanes 368%
& faor fa o &3 &7 928 = a9s qust & €37
HZ Hg 39T a3 T 9

feaer etz g =ar

TH Sdf™s I 9793 I TSI AT BT
G3r=t bt feqet et a3zt ffg o dus §
s faor 7 13316 33T fEcdanss <8 U 2y
2 9<H ¥ 5% B3 I U3 BfapdT fa wet
Hd1a fE9 feq u &t fede fea 8y 3 ug g gat
I M3 Magwd €t TUAt &t fede g7 32 2 By gue
@ FIT T fapnT T HaeHEHTaT € MEHT a6 3T 9
93T HS € BIFdT 1.4 Hahns faemt o5 | fues
HOTE €9 I53T & feg &t wiws at3T At fa €
€34t »iatar € & J9 ge g% a9 I9t I, faffa
JUST & MgAT 9T g wafaa 37 ‘T erfeene
&1 39 | SAere & <t faam At fa o nmushut @3t
weT gat 7 | Just & m® f<T Bargar 1 Set, Het
&9 3 St w2 9o ST J4tg 6 Set a3t At
few ®et g% get ‘3 @37 werEdT areht w3
et Hmit @3t €t e 22t a9 fegt aret 1 de
fe8® &t il w3 Tuehdt 3T &7 wind g g=et
feaem ‘3 St 4 fgur T | €93 I53T, SHCH S, Uded
THIBTEISH M3 ©d ¢ 3T Ag & faae =uf=
AT 77 AIYTIH BArQT € GAGT € MBS A1
J, 3" H TUIJ Y99 Y3 I3 AT AAL |

A4t : 3&3T ST &<t HaeHpHTaT &
Hg»™3 J Jret 9, 3T 7 AIA9 & ©F
WMI T g9 &< MI MuSe Jet
Aeadt He A | feg HaeHmat
TTES MSHTT I9 U AT SoHE JIaT
Tt Iet 7 | fer =t feg 4 Wt 3
Hg I8t I, M3 Bat & S It f[oahat
i gatt 95, fagT feg sar 995
e gerfeat fagbt arett I |
IEIT Ty wiazT fefaprmat nmizg
Baar & foa {6 fowta fea faar,
fEa At 3 U AN 3 BT HaEHEHTST
T 791 AMSE T 39 7% fa en fae
o5 faur g I feg =dt Sgntrg &
MF F9e IT| ATSATd HIATIN
SISt g Bt fa gfomme
IS Gat=aiiet feu nefenfean
33T faRgdg 3TeT Hed & 3fedaed,
Heta®s 35 & dfmur fa feg
HIEHEHTST Fgad § HgaT AredTal
fédt I, fAn &% O Bet GasTer

A gs | BosT & AEAT €@ &35

353" o9 & HaeHEHIat B

fa feg ATt mifagtat gt <t
UE'E 995 et @9t At I fa fas
e T3 a8 U5, fde igs
1595, Q95T e g ot 99, ST
fast S=tmt I wirfe 169t faar far
feg At AreaTat AaaTat FEhAt
g=8< wet fea gfone =far oy
It T12021 €t fugst HaeHRHTaT
Jfes-19 HaHTGt €97 Jet /Y, fam
I BT &l IfTS-ANIS MI AH TS
ot gt feg &t ses™ nifemm /T |
y3te=Et HeHEHaT

fen HaeHmHTat © &7 It a3ttt
&% g3t fEa Suat HaeHgHTat <t
J I9T T, 7 E0 € A9 faAsT W3
TNt & ST AIET I I BIH & faar
fa fem &% It € A9 Uy,
fas: wrafaga, avtfas, w3
TILIST B3I, g9 Yt Areaat
fuz<t 7, fam &5 gfdy <t GasT
e feoHee fimet T

Ameliorez votre beauté

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair: Styling

Bridalland

Party,Makeup

Other,female
beautifying Services

83+ Iegst 83uet % SHW® HA™H

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

S 5 B al
Jd <l <4d HJI<H

514236025444

- More services soon

7 ASICEotelVertul@uests
StHIEaurentdHATES 183
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599 fAW (USHT)
iy w3 g9 fesag gt 7 17e
A< gt €t gt fefgom w3 iy
3 =afamT J, 5311 gui3a M3
w3y faase a9 951 fen 3§
fAy-fAmTAg gwrar R fywt
AH ST AT AgeT 3 |
Tyt3 feg 7 fa =t €t wigreret
feg Jer J= ™8T IretgTIa-
Sf3aar @ fAy-wugrawarar
(competence), wWrfarirarat
(sincerity) M3 gtHraETat
(honesty), €a3HTs feg fAy-
&fga3ar €t famAz d& A7 99
% | fen g fefgom € gefent
5% ga< of afam a3t A7 gt
I W3 fen €3 dga fmvra &t
safgar 3t At gt I fen
93°5-fAM™3 &% dua-
H&fAI3T T3 AUR UeT J 3dt
JIfen g gr=t et femgat 575
gy < <t afam a3t A7 Aaet 9
UIHAT 3 gfemt femrus Ag
Far il
FzTeIt-fammAg feg WAt
Fetudt-feubdt, fes-sarg 3
few-w37Q sfent feg =fg
d fAy-Adgrat ‘3° g9 ATET AT
3T gt fem av® TIABT-
Hrsfra3T (fAas Ufs 3T Uy g9
A ™8 FfgmT) ATIHS W™
wryeT fAgT ise@ e e afam
IS FIT UL T | SIABT-
HrsfraaT 7 afdet 7, g st
afa 3at et W3 7 A<t 7,89
&3t A9 gat d<t | fer irratio-
nal fantasy fe<" glittering &
self destructive illusions &
AGH € 3 AddT™d HTINS MT Id
75 | feg gufget @ 937 @8
TYTI &8 FIT AT H ITT
T J1€ I | open society & HEet
fiy, close society =% IJ Ug
J& |AJE3 € 98 8 o Ha3T
IMTIET AT IIT T | T3 T1EE
&t 33 ot wforw 59t T 39t
UTAYT-IIAT, YHTIt & ITT U
famir 3 | (Y9 I A fusfaan)
fagat-gesT= & dts yagret
#7331 T | (¥t gu fggqr)
ASTS:
1. fefggmm &

rrfomT fapur 3 ?

2. fefgamr fag faat Sfaaar
3 Uerggerd?

End of history & beyond his-
toryatJ?

fefggrm & wW™y &gt €T
fefgamm, ¥y St e fefgam™m
w3 far <t Avas =7 fefgom
(proper history) =+ fas*
AfHSHT AT AT 7 ?

3. yryz AIIferetwmt
fef3g™A-Ha3 A9 =% =T
IIT I M3 futureoriented,
emancipatory &
democratising & H#® W&
JIbit g% | fer @ wWrurg fRy-
fgzs feg wzet-asT,
AtEaa3 M3 AJEI ©F IHT
TH YTUI 95 M3 ATIHT =t
I5 | AY-g9 feg feg feg
fefggm-frgasT =% Aoz <t
g5 w3 fefgorr-uraa
HrafRa3T bt fAgaa <t a5 |
few g3 &% fegfomr Jfemr
fefggrm gauut-fefsorn-
yAF-HrafAg3T der gaer
et 3 w3 BF 5% TI30E
& HMTT AJE €T IJTT JIET
wrfemT J |

fRy-fefgom @ fAut =8 feq
3gt Sfer e fagr T M3 €9
g fAyt =@ granfgT fefgara
fen 7% gfdy @ W feg fHyT
FH° fHyT @7 Tg3aNTs ferger
fagr At A3 @ faarg Jer

far stT 3
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fagr J | =g3H™s TPt Farat &
iy, 913 are (fefga™m) © o=
5% sfdss o Ifaw g9 37
5| fen 578 A8 gffwt €
A3 U3 faa AgsT 3 fegasT
Ger fagr 7 | feg* 39 fa A7g,
ArsT fefgom &t €7 ot ene
37 I5 | fen o83 feg mrys
fefgamm g wry faye €t Ifam
=t e'fFrrrrr 5 fay fefagm 3
58 & & IIET It I 1 9TE I3
fAw g1 e ‘U9 ya™’ HauT
fedat & a5 & & ggeTd »3
T2 IBEME-8HF &% g3
IfIe I5| IBSMB-EH3IT,
fefgomm et Iwat few fAut &
s e ©f afam At W3 fer feg
fRy-fefggm @ Qafas-A3
JITTST T I TYH &I AT |
fefggm ehot fedbt 3 A A3
W3 e feg feg gesaT uys 3t
ger, A3 &% ufes yryz g9
s2arr| fem feg' € 37T €
fefggmars Uer 3¢ 95 | ufa®,
7 grIgTet 59t ATSE AE M3
fefgomAaTat g9€ 99 Aa | g4,
T & gragTet <t AT A M3
fefggmarat =t a9 I AG|
feg @< Jar feq gr ¢ ygfes
FIe Id I5 | fen &7% feq ™"
fRy-mifomray @ fdg =IzTd
Y Gu8 g€ 3T g5 M3 TH
U fefgoma featnt feg fRy
uydg-feubyt €t g3 39 AUt
€T g7y goer faor 3 | furrs €
37 ‘3 fag fagr fHy-faggzsts,
AT fw Ate® @ ‘edte Hf
u3’, afdes fAw vz T s7es
‘§% WaeTfo™ w3 gBe< fRw
AZISTHT &7 &7 ‘daet
AfogaTe’ 7% AroHS fenier
farmr 7, €7 far =t AUz
fRy-fefggrrarat € sy feg*
st B8ger | fegt f3st yAzat &
yrg-fefgoma feut mamu3z a9&
TTHI TIfIUT AT AIET I, TTHT
fg fegt 35t yazat g =t
JIgTst @t feut feg soF
fafmr farmr | ug fegt feg €
g9 g faruT 7, fAaw €t ais a3t
AT IIT T |

%3 feg AT < 7 fa faos
ITIET IIA YT & I w3
93T fegarg I=Q ter Jer
AT fagr I |

gfaut et y3tfsy fRy-frmmz
g argt 7 W3 I35t ySifag
fAy-marefyaaT W3 Ayt o
HIT&ITIT-HTafAIIT T aret T |
fen &% gTa3t yrar fag we-
fare3t fRy-gretgrar, »iar
Hyurar w3 we-farest fegara
Ster At fagr 7 1 gyiz feo T
fa Wy-grar € yu's HI
WMEUZIT get AT IIT T U3
wz-farz3t &t yu™s wa
Qugat-s3aT det AT IIt T |
feg @3 gnx Uat &1, fasas
a9t T M3 wMEUz3T 3 I35T

3 wafgwant ghvar feg fer@z 7,

ot afaat @ 7 gabrt I3 |

THH UTIHTT IET € ASH T8
(1666) fagra feg HaTaHT IT
(gtAT 3* 07 Aot ufost, fex
UJUIT 379 566-436 St.HT
M3 AT U3 624-544
gt At) €7 geH HEgTU3 I gaT AT
W3 g5tt feg % <t gar At
w3 HAsdt muts =8 fems
TIH 4" UI=™E I &I fumr
At | 122 At feg 3T g0 gan
3 A%=3s a9 fe3T fardr At |
fiyt, fagrg feg 32 urgwmg <t
wareret feg Warsretnt & gat
AT M3 €AY UTIHTT AT € AGH
&% ud Udt T aret At | fAyt &
fafymret § Fa-wus feg

BeR3 6 ?
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ey “‘
> .

gfe3T™ Bt AT IEeT I, Wd I9
feg &t afezr Ayss gger 7
w3 AF3 52 g€F €T U 3
JI3TATEI FdeT I I’

TAY UTIHTT A, I&FTIT, X
I3 M3 HIH € 578 578 SHE
fassg St A5 | ‘My & get-get
HT-fHet ugar @9 antwa et
T 3yt w7 NP3 E7 HTeET 99
3 BFT G IH g7 fAyTS fear|
ST fumty, ATST IHYS, AT
wTe € Wal A yu3s, A'S &7
Ug MTUSE I gHd & TId T
Af3a™d g35T g2 g2 & II
feari

ISt daAs, 52 F<Ltt fegt T
w3 JgIt a<t @7 Ifder S

€373 fezgT At | g3 AgeT faaT
AYT T, 99 95T 5T It wiyr
JI

g, =379 &9t 7 fa@fa arg,
H™3 89 fed* =39 #IT A5,
UJ AN W3 AETS ehdt gegehdt
FHII T d fegde 3T A5 I A

Ffgmm g gerfed ATET I
‘oAt §I1 3 U & Hare It |
gHT g77 It g77 yaTIe I, WAt
ITH IITST T Hare It |

et gabut €t ATE JrE &7,
»HY §37 3 HTIF Eare T |

IHAT @H €T IT IHTS WTF, MAT

UdH € 439 feg 593 g3 mfAgdT
gryfamr far &% feg Arones
o faru fa A=z yaster g3
I35 YIF3T €M7 IT ATHETS
J Aaer 7| fen ¥™HS mIw
M §% TS HIf3, BATg AT
M3 AITS € g% BT Nyt
H&sfAa3T, 7 T9 afg & Izt
auT feg fegg Aaet 7 |

T, AIIHT FUTIS J W3 mfAdr
Uy &t feat a7 §€ etwt
A3t a5t & AargET I

T, AT I M3 ANTTS & ‘AASS
A mif3 ot g gtz7 g9 Hal”

IS WMATE e Hare It |
ASWT-HTd It II<TI& St a1
Bg5 Qud g IrdTet |

FE I MUT Y UIT H TS HI-
T B AEt 95TET |

A8 99 3C Far e 33 MUS
AT 7 Arfe gaTet |

A3 g8t 35 ¥ I17 aF g3 How
MIATH ITHEITET |

-8% MHgefamr, yAst
arfogaTer 3° fasT gIqAts
WeTTH @ & &TEH MTUST (THIT
HT U3) W3 wa™® AaTfe (fHy
g+ fa= fapnm) ey are g5 | feo

38 AT y3ta’ < feut &%
A3 399 3 Y3 IIeTJ |
313 A1 & fAn fe@'3 <t sto aut,
3T %3t 3 Ifaz At M3 st
AH° fAd 93T € AHTE M3 a1a
A" &% femget 91 ag &
gta3T™ € 3€t, YN, gaH »3
AeT9Td € afert fegara 2J<t
JIT T

g, st3te3T 7 1 gvet <9 fAw
yfgga- ‘@xt &t 13t 7g ug
At w3 A9t @vaTet g At €9t
WIS, €F S AT, EHTI IHS
S5t €t st3t At

II-Yg7 feg 9dq § WTuS uaH
ot urwer v wifgarg w1 WY St
IJIHI B AITE Jfewt et
HI&arTg =t IJg It AT I,
feesrs At W3 fefewmr er
Fodes At |

g, I=T At U3 AT3-IH A3
g13-97 €T HZ &I YdreT=T At |

5% sfaeaurs fAw =&t 79
feggm |

-fryt wfewt 3° fegst gt 3
w3 AgTeEsTer v QafAz A3
gt Ifgs ga5 gg Arfogs
H™HEd W e yRfafset AroHe
AT mTIa ?

-&<t ulgst § mig 8T Bet dlw
I AI=TA M3 Y g yrust =+
BT UL | YruSt 99 AT ©F
AN € yRar feg ot d=t
w3 fen 3 Jfg € 9=8® 575 Jt
AHfewr |77 Ager 71 A fegt
fegt fegaa Aigss fears AT
3T I M3 TTHIE ST €=
&% W3HA UeT g Aa<t J |
-fer & Aty et ufos
WMATEHTAET § FI5T ITatet T |
wWfagr wmretstrr wH'F
MTEfgTE AT & AH° € gTE T
@rrg & ot ST AT AFET T
FtaT gfemT feg v 7 ANTTST

gTet ATfay € HE - ‘IHT »AgdHA
7 fa 7 HITyIy wis ufgg mae
feg g3 fagr I, 7 AW9 € Aae
33 fagr d, 7 Aer99 fAy™®
fggr I, 7 AYIEAT IH HI
HIT® A%ISI &7 HATISBT dd
fgar 7, 7 =13t € ygu feu Hars
g, 7 U337 @ JEIEE T,

TRt @t 93T feg av
Afuswt § ATaTg J96 TH IY
a9t e 3t gfgazT, ‘fAu su
88 ygg3t’ =8 97g ¥ ATt 7
W3 I3 faAH @ WMyds ehut
Aafagtmt der T #ATEtMi/
ASE T /AT diodT & |

-fry-frotaat feg gaw ©

FJTtt € AgT & AT € faor
€T mry Ffezr qgger T,

AR 3Tgde € 99 Ag™8 I8 75 |
fegt it Agresret &

S 3w &%, ™S &% A7
IFTIMT &% uyx UIt &It
SrrfenT A Ager | feg o gge
B AUI 37 J U fan faay @t
Zutat @ mrfapdT a9t €T 197
a0 € mrfardT I, WE mITTHEMT
=TI &It ATIT I FTIAT ST
fammaz a9, fAg ga™g, #iy
g9 fuwmTa W

< g9 fder ge% (T°) Aade at
CICACRYS

¥H €T AHdEs adeT J feg ait3-
AIJE & A 98 I Ha fumfet,
FH S S IB I I
CIEMEAS

-grg-fuzgr € dfewt FJg- 53
gtgr fegafewt gg-7f3
A3 3 fH® e A |
-grg-fefggry feg fegs™-fig
gt ygreter fAam 33+ ERH
yT3HTY g ot Ifew, €9
MTUE TG MY AT | FI-UIUTT
@t fsdza3T fev €9 faus
yAat 3 fqas e As H3
fggrg otwt arstat feg gg
fars-sigT € A3 =far fegae
JIAS|

-y UT3HTy fAg St 7€ s,
€8 v wdw @57 € dar few
TeIMT ATET ATl TY Y
gfegmt € garat & @HNH
UTIHTT AT € g9US feg muS
WTYSE 83 € JIT 57T MeT
I Ug A% | feg fegsT =t €n
3Tt Y33 q9a TrufenT AT,
far & uf3su3T BaT37I
STEI-df3 Faet Mt gat At |
&3tar feg afewr A7 Ager J:
1.€°Y UT3H'T At & UeaT ATfag
3 A3 gHt g J fagrg et
a3t 3 Mo fana-aagahns
gr 917 fAy-g9 feg gt fesr
At feg fagrat-nfgwrars &
fAy-AtgmrgTg € Jar feg Jar
@< AT | fen 7 yareTeT 53t/
@ I8 7 gar 7 fa@fa uesT,
ATg fggrg € dar =7 fag J fapu
At

2 @AY UTHTT At g9 fafant @
A=t A% | fer @7 yareT=T gTet
&Y B8 & ‘&THI HEHT It
FI3T, MUBT @ ¥yt 7t &
‘waters =er’ Irat St3IT M3
J3TI/IBTAT B3 AdC AT
IT TS|

3 37931 YR fE9 €AH UTSH™T
St foertfana ar39m & AHET
3 Jieredt 3T € wraaT = ar
2fgmr A7 AgeT T | feg aHtr3
&t stg gyt aret At w3 gan &
TIH Ehit Jegehdt 3° Ha3 9da
St ufdw gg a9 fest At At &
3 fev g9et® o9s =T feq
FeH &3t @t wmareret feg
yfewmr a7 gar 7| fer et
BIMTIGIT ITII § BITET HI3T
TH ATEIT |

4 M g€ 3 UTEHT TH HI
Jfenr fry-weq, fAgrz gu fee
HTSE3T % AU J | fAs’ feg
Aed fAy 3° yT&W =T ATy 3fv
g9 gar d, €< ot ytww 3 fiy
B WT39T gy JId, ufomt
wfaat, feg gvaedt-mfadt W3
feg miggarmedt-nfadt T ras
gt fAy-A9 & ATone fewie
AE @ 3 7, fagfa gatmt
@ feq fis =far 7 A7 IIq
HB2tIBgd® gretarfomt &
wfagt frorgat € 83 7, fad
fagt frgt3at A gig df r9g Arfay
ETH ATIHE MT g3t J |

5 »ifagT €93 ©f fonrseat &5
It AT | B9 3 UFS THT et
g9t 7 fa fan & ggv=t er
AT e 9T I, few e dnmT It
93 <t forrsadt |
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® \— ® TEH 8 3 gfe @R & gt g3t

AT afEnt f&9 Hes @ Mud™ 98 3

At 75 | Tsifa aet @9 fen fSg GaF

o mrust aet Afodst st gt as

wfaatdt St Jetnt 95 7 femra 3 ga9
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The Dragon and the Deal-Maker:

Trump's High-Stakes Return to Beijing

For the first time in nearly a decade, a
sitting American president has set foot
on Chinese soil. President Donald Trump
arrived in Beijing on May 13, 2026, for a
state visit running through May 15 — his
second trip to China overall and the first
during his second presidency. The world
watched with a mixture of cautious opti-
mism and barely concealed anxiety, fully
aware that the stakes of this summit ex-
tend far beyond any single trade deal or
diplomatic communiqué.

The pageantry was unmistakable. China
rolled out a ceremony replete with pomp
as Trump arrived in the capital for the start
of a visit carrying global consequences,
as the world's two largest economies
seek to frame their fractured trade rela-
tionship. But beneath the choreographed
handshakes and the waving flags of
schoolchildren lay a relationship burdened
by years of mutual suspicion, tariff war-
fare, technological cold war, and now the
shadow of a hot one — in the Middle
East.

A Delegation Unlike Any Other

The composition of Trump's delegation
alone sent a loud signal about
Washington's intentions. Secretary of
Defense Pete Hegseth accompanied
Trump, making him the first Pentagon
chief to join a U.S. president on a state
visit to China since Richard Nixon's his-
toric trip in 1972. The inclusion of a de-
fense secretary is not incidental — it un-
derscores that this summit is as much
about military stability and the specter
of conflict over Taiwan as it is about soy-
beans and semiconductor export con-
trols.

Other senior officials included Secretary
of State Marco Rubio, Trade Represen-
tative Jamieson Greer, White House
Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller, and
Deputy National Security Advisor Robert
Gabriel, among others. Trump's son Eric
and his wife Lara also joined the visit.
But the most striking presence may have
been in the private sector gallery. Tech
billionaire Elon Musk walked through the
Great Hall of the People alongside his
son, while Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang
gave interviews from inside the hall, and
Apple CEO Tim Cook was photographed
in conversation with Huang. The pres-
ence of American business titans — from
aerospace, technology, and energy —
signaled that Trump came not just to talk,
but to transact.

The Ghost of 2017: A Very Different
China

To understand the weight of this moment,
one must revisit the last time Trump stood
in Beijing. In November 2017, China's
economy, though formidable, still har-
bored deep anxieties about American
economic pressure. The relationship was
unequal in ways Beijing was acutely
aware of.

That calculus has fundamentally
changed. "China comes into this meet-
ing far more confident than in 2017, when
it feared even a small rise in U.S. tariffs.
In the last year, Xi has been able to push
back and neutralize much of Trump's
actions," said Scott Kennedy, senior
adviser and trustee chair in Chinese Busi-
ness and Economics at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies. China
was the first major economy to retaliate

against Trump's 'liberation day’ tariffs in
April 2025.

In the intervening years, Beijing has di-
versified its trade relationships, deepened
ties with the Global South, advanced its
domestic semiconductor ambitions, and
positioned itself as a credible diplomatic
alternative to American leadership on the
world stage. The red carpet it rolled out
for Trump this week was not the carpet
of a supplicant nation — it was the hos-
pitality of a peer competitor that believes
time is on its side.

The Agenda: Trade, Taiwan, Technol-
ogy, and Tehran

Four issues dominated the summit's pro-
ceedings, each one a potential flashpoint
capable of reshaping the international or-
der.

Trade emerged as Trump's stated prior-
ity. Washington pressed for China to in-
crease purchases of American goods, in-
cluding Boeing aircraft, beef, and soy-
beans, while seeking closer investment
and trade cooperation. Preparatory
groundwork had been laid: the two coun-
tries' trade envoys, led by U.S. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent and Chinese
Vice Premier He Lifeng, reached "overall
balanced and positive outcomes" at a pre-
paratory summit in South Korea on
Wednesday.

Taiwan proved to be the summit's most
charged dimension. In a moment that
sent shockwaves through diplomatic
circles, Xi warned Trump that the U.S.
and China "will have clashes and even
conflicts" if the longstanding issue of
Taiwan's independence is mishandled,
and that if not handled properly, it could
put "the entire relationship in great jeop-
ardy.” Xi further stressed, according to
Chinese state media, that Taiwan inde-
pendence and peace in the Taiwan Strait
are "as irreconcilable as fire and water."
What made this exchange particularly
significant was the asymmetry in the two
leaders' public accounts: the White
House readout of the bilateral meeting
did not include any information about
Taiwan, while China's version explicitly
detailed Xi's warning. That discrepancy
is itself a form of diplomatic communica-
tion — each side managing its domestic
audience differently while navigating the
same minefield.

Beijing is expected to push for limits on
U.S. arms sales and stronger political
restrictions on Taiwan, while Taipei fears
it could become part of a broader geopo-
litical bargain between Washington and
Beijing. "In great-power politics, small
words often carry large consequences,
especially for those whose survival de-

pends on the credibility of others,"
warned Leiden University professor Sal-
vador Santino Regilme.

Technology forms a third, equally con-
sequential battleground. Beijing pressed
the U.S. to ease restrictions on advanced
semiconductor exports and roll back
measures limiting China's access to criti-
cal chip-making technology. For Beijing,
this is an existential economic priority.
For Washington, allowing China to ac-
quire advanced chips is framed as a na-
tional security risk that funds military
modernization.

Iran loomed as the uninvited guest at ev-
ery table. The U.S.-Israeli war with Iran
and the ensuing global energy crisis cast
along shadow over the trip. The U.S. con-
tinues its blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz, with major implications for
China, the world's largest consumer of
[ranian oil. Trump had originally delayed
the visit precisely because he hoped the
war would be resolved quickly. It was not.
A peace deal remains elusive, and Trump
himself described the ceasefire as being
on "massive life support.” In a notable
development, both sides agreed that the
Strait of Hormuz must remain open to
ensure global energy flows, while Xi ex-
pressed opposition to its militarization
and signaled interest in buying more U.S.
oil. Both sides also agreed that Iran
should not be allowed to obtain a nuclear
weapon.

The Global Perspective: The World
Holds Its Breath

From Singapore to Brussels, from Seoul
to Sao Paulo, the world's governments
and markets watched the Beijing sum-
mit with rapt attention. The outcome of
this meeting will set the tone for global
trade, energy security, and geopolitical
alignment for years to come.

Analysts described the relationship as
one shaped by both strategic rivalry and
deep economic dependence. "Trade re-
mains politically powerful, especially for
Trump, because it gives rivalry a language
that voters can easily understand," said
Professor Regilme. "Yet the deeper con-
flict concerns hierarchy, legitimacy and
the future architecture of global order.”
Asian allies — Japan, South Korea, the
Philippines — watched the Taiwan ex-
changes with particular anxiety. Any am-
biguity in Washington's commitment to
Taiwan's defense chips away at the cred-
ibility of America's broader security ar-
chitecture in the Pacific. Southeast Asian
nations, locked in complex economic
dependencies with both powers, have a
great deal riding on how U.S.-China trade
issues are ultimately resolved.

European capitals, still navigating their
own fraught relationships with Washing-
ton over NATO burden-sharing, were
equally attentive. A U.S.-China trade
détente, however partial, could redirect
investment flows and alter the competi-
tive landscape for European manufactur-
ers.

The Thucydides Trap Looms

In perhaps the most historically resonant
moment of the summit, Xi asked whether
the U.S. and China could avoid the
"Thucydides Trap" — the historical ten-
dency for wars to erupt when a rising
power threatens to displace a ruling one.
It was a remarkable acknowledgment
from a Chinese leader that the risk of
catastrophic conflict between the two su-
perpowers is not merely theoretical.
For his part, Trump described Xi as a
"friend" and said the relationship was one
of the most consequential in world his-
tory, adding that both countries had an
opportunity to "create a future of greater
prosperity, cooperation and happiness.”
He invited Xi to visit the United States on
September 24, with further meetings pos-
sible at APEC and G20 events later in
the year.

The language of friendship, however
warm, has not resolved a single struc-
tural disagreement. Analysts noted that
while the White House framed the sum-
mit as an opportunity for new economic
agreements and "rebalancing" the U.S.—
China relationship, Beijing's priorities
were far broader and more long-term.
"Trump arrives seeking headline deals
and visible momentum ahead of the mid-
terms," wrote Zongyuan Zoe Liu of the
Council on Foreign Relations. "Xi is play-
ing a longer game, focused on strategic
patience rather than substantive compro-
mise."

What Comes Next

The Beijing summit of May 2026 is not
an ending — it is, at best, a pause in a
structural rivalry that will define the 21st
century. The two sides agreed to develop
a "constructive China-U.S. relationship
of strategic stability” — a formulation de-
liberately vague enough for both govern-
ments to interpret favorably at home, and
meaningless enough to require constant
renegotiation.

The immediate tests will be concrete:
Will tariffs actually be reduced? Will
semiconductor restrictions be eased,
and if so, by how much? Will arms
sales to Taiwan continue? Will China
meaningfully use its influence to re-
open the Strait of Hormuz? These
questions will be answered not in the
halls of the Great Hall of the People,
but in the grinding machinery of trade
negotiations, congressional votes,
and military posturing in the months
ahead. What is beyond dispute is this:
the meeting matters enormously. Two
leaders, representing nearly three billion
people and more than 40 percent of glo-
bal GDP, sat across from each other in
Beijing and chose, at least for now, to
talk rather than confront. In a world fray-
ing at its geopolitical seams — with war
in the Middle East, unresolved territorial
disputes in the Pacific, and an Al arms
race with no rulebook — that choice, how-
ever fragile, is not nothing. It may, in fact,
be everything.
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Somnath and Bharat's unconquerable spirit!

Somnath will continue to stand tall in all its glory because the sense of unity and
shared civilisational consciousness lives on in the hearts of every Indian.

At the start of 2026, | had gone to
Somnath for the Somnath Swabhiman
Parv, marking a thousand years since the
first attack on the Somnath Temple. Now,
| will be back in Somnath on May 11 to
mark 75 years since the inauguration of
the restored Temple by the then President
of India, Dr Rajendra Prasad. In less than
half ayear, itis a privilege to be attending
two important milestones relating to
Somnath and its journey from ruin to
renewal or what we describe as from
Vidhvans to Srijan.

Somnath gives us a civilisational
message. The vast sea before it evokes
timelessness. The waves tell usthat no
matter how fierce the storms are or how
turbulent the tides are, one can always
rise again with dignity and strength. The
waves return to the shore, as though
reminding every generation that the spirit
of the people can never be subdued for
long.

Our ancient scriptures say: "Prabhasam
cha parikramya prithvi kram sambhavam".
It means, a Pradakshina of the divine
Prabhasa (Somnath) is equal to a
Pradakshina of the whole earth itself!
While people have come here to pray,
they have also experienced the
remarkable continuity of a civilisation
whose flame could never be extinguished.
Empires rose and fell, tides changed,
history moved through conquest and
upheaval, yet Somnath continued to
endure in our consciousness.

It is time to remember the countless
greats who stood firm in the face of
tyranny. There were Lakulisha and Soma
Sarman, who transformed Prabhasa into
a great centre of philosophy. Chakravarti
Maharaja Dharasena IV of Vallabhi built
the Second Temple there centuries ago.
Bhima Deva, Jayapala and Anandapala
will always be remembered for defending
civilisational honour against invasions.

It is said that Raja Bhoja too helped with
the reconstruction. Karna Deva and
Siddharaja Jayasimha played a vital role
in restoring Gujarat's political and cultural
strength. Bhava Brihaspati, Kumarapala
Solanki and the Pashupata Acharyas
rebuilt and sustained the shrine as a
great centre of worship and learning.
Vishaladeva Vaghela and Tripurantaka
protected its intellectual and spiritual
traditions.

Mahipaladeva and Ra Khangar were
instrumental in reviving worship after
destruction. Punyashlok Ahilyabai Holkar,
whose 300th birth centenary is being
marked, ensured the continuity of
devotion in the most difficult of times.
There were the Gaekwads of Baroda, who
safeguarded the rights of pilgrims. And of
course, our soil is blessed to have
nurtured brave personalities like Veer
Hamirji Gohil and Veer Vegdaji Bhil,
whose sacrifice and courage have
become a part of Somnath's living
memory.

In the 1940s, when the spirit of freedom
swept across India and the foundations
of a new republic were being laid under
the leadership of towering figures like
Sardar Patel, one thing continued to
trouble him deeply...the condition of
Somnath. On 13th November 1947, during
Diwali time, he stood next to the
dilapidated ruins of the temple with sea-
water in his hands and said, "On this
auspicious day of the (Gujarati) New
Year, we have decided that Somnath
should be reconstructed. You, people of
Saurashtra, should do your best. This is
a holy task in which all should
participate". On one clarion call of Sardar
Patel, it was not only the people of Gujarat
but also the people of the whole of India
that responded
enthusiastically.Unfortunately, fate did not
allow Sardar Patel to witness the fulfilment

of the dream he had so passionately
championed. Before the restored
Somnath Temple could open its doors to
devotees, he had departed from this
world. Yet, his impact continued to be felt
over the sacred shores of Prabhas Patan.
His vision was championed by Shri KM
Munshi, ably supported by the Jamsaheb
of Nawanagar. In 1951, when the Temple
was complete, it was decided to call the
President of India, Dr Rajendra Prasad,
for the ceremony. Overcoming strong
objections from the then Prime Minister
Pandit Nehru, Dr Prasad graced the
ceremony, thus making it even more
special and historic.

My mind also goes back to October
2001, when | had just taken over as Chief
Minister. On October 31, 2001, the
Jayanti of Sardar Patel, the Gujarat
Government had the honour of organising
a programme to mark 50 years since the
Somnath Temple opened its doors. It also
coincided with the 125th birth anniversary
celebrations of Sardar Patel. The then
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
the then Home Minister LK Advani
attended the programme.

During his speech on 11th May 1951, Dr
Rajendra Prasad said that the Somnath
Temple proclaims to the world that
anything with unparalleled faith and love
cannot be destroyed. He expressed hope
that this Temple will live in the hearts of
people. He also said that the restoration
of the Temple was a fulfilment of Sardar
Patel's dream, but taking that spirit
forward, it is important that we restore
prosperity to the lives of people. These
are important and inspiring messages he
gave.

This is the path we have been walking for
over a decade. | consider it my good
fortune that, inspired by the principle of
"Vikas Bhi, Virasat Bhi", from Somnath
to Kashi, Kamakhya to Kedarnath,

Ayodhya to Ujjain, Trimbakeshwar to
Srisailam, our team has had the
opportunity to equip our spiritual centres
with the latest facilities while at the same
time preserving their traditional character.
This, along with efforts to improve
connectivity, ensures more people can
visit them. It boosts the local economy,
secures livelihoods and deepens the spirit
of "Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat".
The struggles and sacrifices of those who
laid down their lives to protect Somnath
and those who rebuilt it time and again
will never be forgotten. Countless
individuals from different corners of India
contributed to restoring its glory. They saw
every part of Bharat as sacred, bound
together by a sense of oneness that
transcended geography. In a world often
marked by divisions, this spirit of unity is
more relevant than ever.
Somnath will continue to stand tall in all
its glory because the sense of unity and
shared civilisational consciousness lives
on in the hearts of every Indian. As a
tribute to this, remembering the
extraordinary courage of a thousand
years, there will be special Pujas at
Somnath for the next thousand days. It
is gladdening to see several people
donating for these pujas as well.
I urge my fellow Indians to travel to
Somnath in this special time. When you
stand on the shores of Somnath, let its
ancient echoes speak to you. You will
not only be overwhelmed by devotion but
will also feel the strong pulse of a
civilisational spirit that refuses to fade,
that is unbroken and unyielding. You will
experience Bharat’s unconquerable spirit
and understand why, despite every effort,
our culture remained undefeated and you
will have the opportunity to behold the
vision of eternal triumph. It will surely be
unforgettable.

Jai Somnath.

Howard Lutnick testifies he can't recall why
his family lunched on Epstein’s island

Howard Lutnick told a congressional panel he could not recall why his family had lunch with Jeffrey Epstein on the financier's
private island in 2012. The testimony sharpened questions over his earlier account of cutting ties with Epstein years before.

US Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick told members of
a congressional committee in
private testimony on Wednes-
day that he couldn't recall why
he and his family had lunch on
Jeffrey Epstein’'s private island,
members said.

Lutnick, the former chief execu-
tive of Cantor Fitzgerald, had
lunch with the convicted sex of-
fender for two hours on the is-
land in 2012, contradicting a
past public statement about
cutting ties with Epstein years
earlier.In a podcast last year,
Lutnick said he vowed to "never
be in a room" with Epstein af-
ter the financier invited Lutnick
and his wife around 2005 to tour
his townhome where Epstein
made a sexually suggestive

comment about a massage table
he had set up. Lutnick and
Epstein were next-door
neighbours on Manhattan's Up-
per East Side."We asked him
over and over again, '"Why did
you go to the island?'" said Rep-
resentative Suhas
Subramanyam, a Virginia Demo-
crat. "He says he doesn't re-
member, that it's inexplicable,
and he simply didn't know how
to answer the question.”

Representative James Comer,
the Kentucky Republican who
chairs the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee,
said Lutnick was transparent in
his voluntary testimony. Comer
said Lutnick told the panel
Epstein found out his family and
friends were vacationing in the

Virgin Islands and invited them
all to lunch.The only thing that
I'd seen that Lutnick did wrong
was [he] wasn't 100% truthful on
the brief visit to the island with
his family. He corrected that in
his opening statement,” Comer
told reporters. "If we find that
there were any misstatements
by Lutnick, it's a felony to lie
to Congress, and he'll be held
accountable."”

A massive batch of files re-
leased by the Justice Depart-
ment in January included
emails showing Lutnick had ap-
parently visited Epstein's pri-
vate island for lunch in 2012.
The emails also showed Lutnick
invited Epstein to a November
2015 fundraiser at his financial
firm for Democratic presidential

candidate Hillary Clinton.
Lutnick told lawmakers at a
February 10 hearing that he and
Epstein had only exchanged
about 10 emails and met three
times over 14 years. His family
had lunch with Epstein on the
island, Lutnick said, because
they were on a boat nearby. "l
did not have any relationship
with him," Lutnick said of
Epstein at the time. "l barely
had anything to do with that per-
son." Epstein pleaded guilty in
2008 to state prostitution
charges, including soliciting an
underage girl. He was sentenced
to 13 months in jail and arrested
againin 2019 on federal charges
of sex trafficking of minors. His
death that year in a Manhattan
jail cell was ruled a suicide.
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Modern Postpartum Nutrition: Clarissa

Wel’s

New York’s South Asian new
mothers are buzzing about
Taiwanese-American jour-
nalist and cookbook author
Clarissa Wei’s latest re-
lease, Sitting the Month:
Postpartum Recipes for
Rest & Recovery. Released
in April 2026, the book offers
a modern, science-backed
twist on the traditional Chi-
nese practice of zuo yue zi
(“sitting the month”) — a 30-
day period of confinement
and special nourishment af-
ter childbirth. While rooted
in East Asian traditions,
Wei’s approachable recipes
and practical advice are
resonating strongly with In-

dian, Pakistani, and
Bangladeshi moms in
Queens, Jersey City, and
Long Island.

“After my first baby, | fol-
lowed every traditional rule
— ginger chicken, sesame
oil, rice wine, no cold water,
no washing my hair for a
month,” Wei shared in re-
cent interviews. “It helped,
but it felt extreme. For my
second, | wanted warmth

and healing without losing

my sanity.” Her book blends
ancestral wisdom with con-
temporary nutrition: warm-
ing soups, collagen-rich
broths, iron-packed greens,
and gentle spices that sup-
port milk production, reduce
inflammation, and rebuild
energy.

South Asian mothers are
adapting these ideas to fa-
miliar ingredients. “I
swapped pig trotters for goat
leg and added ajwain, fen-
nel, and turmeric — classic
postpartum spices in Indian
households,” says Priya
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Sharma, a Jackson Heights-
based software engineer and

mother of a newborn.
“Clarissa’s ginger-scallion
chicken soup reminds me of
my mom’s adrak ki chai and
moong dal khichdi, but with
clear science on why these
foods aid recovery.”

Traditional South Asian
postpartum care already em-
phasizes similar principles:
gond laddoos, methi
(fenugreek) for lactation,
haldi doodh, and nutrient-
dense dals. Wei’'s work vali-
dates these practices while

based OB-GYN. “Warming,
anti-inflammatory foods with
high fiber and protein — ex-
actly what lentils, ginger,
and bone broths provide —
make perfect sense.”

Wei’s book also addresses

“Slttlng the Month” Goes Desi

~ emotional realities: the iso-

lation many immigrant moth-

"; ers feel far from extended
{ family. Her recipes encour-
M age partners and families to

participate in meal prep,
turning recovery into a col-

\ lective act of care. Pre-or-

updating them — think
easier one-pot meals for
busy diaspora families,
freezer-friendly batches, and
nutritional breakdowns that
appeal to health-conscious
parents.

Local nutritionists at Flush-
ing and Edison community
centers are incorporating
Wei-inspired sessions into
AAPI Heritage Month
events. “Many South Asian
women face higher risks of
postpartum anemia and ges-
tational diabetes,” notes Dr.
Meena Patel, a Queens-

ders have spiked in tri-state
Desi WhatsApp groups, with
many planning “sitting the
month” meal trains using a
mix of Chinese and Indian
elements.

In a fast-paced city where
new moms often return to
work quickly, Wei’s bal-
anced approach feels revo-
lutionary. As one Murray Hill
mom posted: “Finally, a
postpartum guide that re-
spects tradition but doesn’t
trap you in the kitchen 24/
7.” For South Asian families
navigating dual cultural ex-
pectations, this cross-Asian
dialogue is pure gold.
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The H-1B Three-Year Pause BIll: Is Congress About
to Shut the Door on South Asian Tech Workers?

one week before this edition went to
press - Congressman Eli Crane of
Arizona introduced the End H-1B
Visa Abuse Act of 2026 in the U.S.
House of Representatives, backed by
seven Republican cosponsors. In
breadth and severity, it is the most
aggressive legislative challenge to
the H-1B visa program in the
program's 35-year history.
Immigration accountability expert
Rosemary Jenks, who helped draft
the bill, called it plainly 'the strongest
H-1B bill that has ever been
introduced in Congress.'

The bill's architecture is sweeping.
It would impose an immediate three-
year moratorium on the issuance of
any new H-1B visas - a complete
freeze, not a reduction. When the
program resumed after that pause,
the annual cap would be cut from
65,000 to 25,000, and all existing
exemptions would be eliminated. A
mandatory minimum salary of
$200,000 per year would apply to
every H-1B holder, a threshold that
would price out a large share of
current positions - particularly entry-
and mid-level technology and
healthcare roles where Indian
professionals are concentrated. The
lottery system that currently governs
visa selection would be replaced by
a wage-based selection algorithm.
THE PROVISIONS THAT STRIKE
DEEPEST

For South Asian professionals
already in the United States, two
provisions carry the most immediate
threat. First, the bill would eliminate
Optional Practical Training - the post-
graduation work authorization period
that currently allows F-1 students to
work for up to three years after
completing a U.S. degree. OPT
functions as the primary bridge
between American higher education
and H-1B employment; eliminating it
would sever the pathway for the
330,000-plus Indian nationals
currently enrolled in U.S. universities.
Second, and perhaps most
consequentially, the bill would
prohibit H-1B holders from adjusting
their immigration status to pursue
permanent residency - effectively
capping their legal existence in the
United States at temporary status
regardless of how many years they
work, contribute, and pay taxes.

The combination of these provisions
would, if enacted, dismantle what
immigration attorneys call the 'study-
to-work ladder' - the sequence by
which an Indian student earns a U.S.
graduate degree, transitions to OPT,
wins an H-1B lottery, and begins the
multi-decade EB-2 green card queue.
Under the proposed bill, that entire
pathway collapses. An Indian
engineer who arrived for a master's
degree in 2023 would face not only
the end of OPT but also, if H-1B were
somehow obtained before the freeze,
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the permanent closure of any path to
a green card.

THE LEGISLATIVE PROGNOSIS
The bill's proponents describe it as
a correction to a program 'hijacked’
by large corporations to replace
American workers with cheaper
foreign labor. Cosponsors including
Paul Gosar, Brandon Gill, and
Wesley Hunt argued the federal
government 'should work for
hardworking citizens, not the profit
margins of massive corporations.’
The argument finds real resonance in
districts where technology layoffs
have created genuine anxieties about
labor displacement - and where the
H-1B program's structural complexity
makes it easy to demagogue.

The legislative reality is more
constrained. Immigration attorneys
Rahul Reddy and Emily Neumann,
analyzing the bill publicly, said there
is 'no clear or realistic path for the
bill to become law.' Any immigration
legislation must clear a 60-vote
cloture threshold in the Senate, and
the bill has no Democratic support
and limited bipartisan business-
community backing. Major
technology employers - who depend
on the H-1B pipeline - retain
significant lobbying influence. The
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, which
is already in federal court challenging
the $100,000 H-1B proclamation fee,
is unlikely to sit out a fight over a
three-year freeze.

beet your memonies alive with,...

THE SIGNAL IS THE DAMAGE
What immigration attorneys and
community advocates are watching
is not the bill's floor prospects but
its normalization effect. Every time
legislation of this severity is
introduced, two things happen
regardless of outcome: the Overton
window for H-1B restriction moves,
and South Asian professionals -
engineers in Sunnyvale, physicians
in Houston, students making
decisions about graduate school
applications - recalibrate their sense
of welcome in the United States. A
survey of international students
conducted by Stop AAPI Hate found
just four percent report feeling 'very'
or 'extremely' safe in the United
States today. The bill is one reason.
Canada's Global Skills Strategy,
Australia's Global Talent Visa, and
Germany's Opportunity Card are
others. For a South Asian American
community that built much of its
identity on the legitimacy of the
meritocratic pathway - education, hard
work, legal immigration, professional
achievement - the End H-1B Visa
Abuse Act of 2026 is not simply a
legislative proposal. It is a statement
about who that pathway is for. And
whether or not it passes, a community
that has built careers on the assumption
that legal compliance would be honored is
reckoning, uncomfortably, with the
possibility that the assumption was never
as stable as it appeared.
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Crimes against women in India: What concerns Ametrica?

Jag Mohan Thaken

Why did the U.S. Embassy &
Consulates in India have to is-
sue advisory to warn the U.S.
women travelling to India?
What fears do they have in their
minds?

On 18 June,2025, it issued a
Travel Advisory to India — high-
lighting the increased caution
in India due to crime and ter-
rorism mentioning that some
areas have increased the risk.
Summarising — “Violent crime
and terrorism occur in India.
Rape is one of the fastest
growing crimes in India. Vio-
lent crimes, including sexual
assault, happen at tourist sites
and other locations. Terrorists
may attack with little or no
warning. They target: tourist lo-
cations, transportation hubs,
markets/shopping malls, gov-
ernment facilities.”

Showing the country’s limita-
tions, the advisory states, “The
U.S. government has limited
ability to provide emergency
services to U.S. citizens in ru-
ral areas. These areas stretch
from eastern Maharashtra and
northern Telangana through
western West Bengal.

Due to the risks, U.S. govern-
ment employees working in In-
dia must obtain special autho-
rization to travel to these ar-
eas.”

The advisory further states, “If
you decide to travel to India:
Do not bring a satellite phone
or GPS device. Possessing a
satellite phone or GPS device
is illegal in India and may re-
sult in a penalty of $200,000
or jail time of up to three years.
Do not travel alone, especially
if you are a woman. Read
travel tips at Women Travelers.
Review your personal security
plans and stay alert to your
surroundings.

Enrol in the Smart Traveler En-
rolment Program (STEP) to get
alerts and make it easier for us
to find you in an emergency.”
What is the ground reality?
Has the U.S. warning some
solid and reasonable base or
it is just “fulfilling a formality"?
Let us examine.

Just an example we are quot-
ing here. Media reports reveal
— “The ground reality was un-
folded when Malkajgiri Com-
missioner of Police (CP)
Sumati, a senior IPS officer,
faced harassment by several
men during a special midnight
operation, while she was con-
ducting a plainclothes opera-
tion to assess the safety situ-
ation for women on the
Hyderabad streets on the in-
tervening night of May 6, 2026
between 12 midnight and 3:30
am. Within these three hours,
nearly 40 men, unaware that
they were confronting a senior
police official, approached her
with inappropriate offers and
vulgar remarks, many appear-

ing intoxicated.”

This incident exposed the
safety of women that when
even a bold and fearless lady
police officer has to face such
a situation, then what shall be
the intensity of harassment and
lewd remarks when an ordinary
woman has to visit during the
nights?

A tragic incident, which reveals
the horrific face of Indian soci-
ety, occurred on the first day
of May 2026 in Nasrapur, in
Pune district of Maharashtra,
where a three-and-a-half-year-
old girl was reportedly sexually
assaulted and murdered by a
65-year-old man. Hindustan
Times, quoting the Police,
states that the Police suspect
that after the sexual assault,
the accused allegedly killed her
by hitting her face with a stone,
and to conceal the evidence,
hid the body under a heap of
dung.

Taking serious note of
Nasarpur incident, on May 8,
2026, The National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW) has
expressed serious concern
over the existing parole frame-
work governing convicts in-
volved in heinous crimes
against women and children.
Hon’ble NCW Chairperson
Smt. Vijaya Rahatkar stated
that the Commission will soon
submit recommendations to
the Central Government seek-
ing a complete prohibition on
parole for individuals convicted
in cases of rape, aggravated
sexual assault, and other seri-
ous offences against women
and children.

The Hon’ble Chairperson ob-
served that the Nasrapur, Bhor
incident has raised serious
concerns regarding public
safety and the confidence of
women in society. She empha-
sized that in such cases, the
protection, dignity, and secu-
rity of women and children
must remain paramount. The
Commission will also recom-
mend comprehensive systemic
reforms to strengthen the jus-

tice delivery mechanism in
cases involving crimes against
women and children. The pro-
posed recommendations in-
clude the expedited establish-
ment of Special Fast Track
Trial Courts to ensure swift dis-
posal of such cases, enhanced
coordination during investiga-
tion and trial proceedings
through dedicated legal and
subject experts, and the cre-
ation of an independent and
time-bound mechanism for
prompt evidence examination,
witness statement recording,
and completion of investiga-
tions.

What does the NCRB report
reveal?

The latest National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) re-
port for 2024, released on 6th
May, 2026, shows that India
saw 4,41,534 cases related to
crimes against women in 2024,
in comparison to 4,48,211
casesin 2023 and 4,44,256 in
2022. However, there was a
decrease of 1.5% in crimes
against women in 2024 com-
pared to 2023, but still the
horror is hovering over women
safety.

Under other Major Crimes: In-
dia recorded 29,536 cases of
rape, 48,303 cases of assault
with intent to outrage modesty,
and 15,609 cases of sexual
harassment.

Commenting over the crimes
against women with special
mention of Haryana state, in a
press statement on May
8,2026, the former Union Min-
ister, CWC member and Gen-
eral Secretary of All Indian
Congress Committee, Kumari
Selja, an MP from Haryana,
has expressed deep concern
over the latest NCRB report,
stating that the rise in crimes
against women in Haryana
under BJP rule is a matter of
serious concern. She said the
NCRB data clearly indicates a
weakening law and order situ-
ation in the state.

Kumari Selja said that accord-
ing to the NCRB report,

Haryana ranks highest in the
country in cases related to traf-
ficking of minor girls, while
crimes against women continue
to rise steadily. She termed the
situation unfortunate for a pro-
gressive state like Haryana.
Kumari Selja said Haryana
should have emerged as a
model state in development,
education, employment and so-
cial security, but instead it is in-
creasingly making headlines for
crime, fear and insecurity. She
added that concerns regarding
the safety of women and girls are
growing among families across
the state. She further stated that
rising drug abuse and unemploy-
ment are major contributors to
the increase in crime. With em-
ployment opportunities shrinking
for youth, incidents of crime and
gang violence are continuously
increasing, posing a dangerous
signal for society.

Kumari Selja demanded that the
state government take strict and
effective measures to curb
crimes against women. She also
called for a crackdown on drug
networks and a special drive to
create employment opportuni-
ties for youth. Selja said that
Claims and publicity alone will
not improve the situation. The
government must deliver results
on the ground. Selja added that
the Congress party would con-
tinue to strongly raise issues
related to the safety and dignity
of women, youth and the com-
mon people, while holding the
government accountable for its
responsibilities.

Dr. Sushil Kumar Gupta, State
President of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Haryana, has also
launched a scathing attack on
the BJP government in Haryana,
citing the latest NCRB (National
Crime Records Bureau) report,
he said that this report is a blot
on Haryana's reputation and
proves that the already weak law
and order situation in the state
has completely collapsed.

In a media release of May
8,2026, Gupta alleged that this
report shows Haryana's shame-

g
, bt
ful record in girl trafficking. Dr.
Gupta said that according to
the NCRB report, 44% of the
total cases of minor girl traffick-
ing across the country are in
Haryana alone, which is
shameful in itself. The traffick-
ing of two innocent girls every
day is the biggest proof of the
BJP government's failure.
On the other hand, the BJP led
Central Government claims that
the government attaches high-
est importance to the matter of
preventing and countering
crimes against women and
children including crimes of
human trafficking. In a press
release by PIB on February
11,2026, it pleads that the Gov-
ernment has undertaken a
number of legislative and sche-
matic interventions to combat
trafficking, protect and rehabili-
tate victims of trafficking.
But in the same release, the
union government, which
seems to escape liability,
states that “Police” and
“Public Order” are State sub-
jects under the Seventh
Schedule to the Constitution
of India. The responsibility to
maintain law and order, pro-
tection of life and property of
the citizens including inves-
tigation and prosecution of
crimes related to human
trafficking and commercial
sexual exploitation of the
victims of trafficking or se-
ducing or soliciting for the
purpose of prostitution
rests with the respective
State Governments and
they are competent to deal
with it.
However, the Government of
India supplements the efforts
of the States/ Union Territo-
ries by providing them guide-
lines on preventing and coun-
tering the crime of human traf-
ficking, in the form of various
advisories issued from time to
time. Will mere issuance of ad-
visories help in curbing the
menace of crimes against
women? Aren’t some hard ham-
mers needed to nip the evil?
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Why India, Israel And UAE Are Building
A Security 'Trllateral Of Thelr Own

Three countries, separated by geogra-
phy but converging in threat perception,
are quietly constructing one of the most
consequential strategic partnerships of
this decade. India, Israel and the United
Arab Emirates do not share a formal
alliance treaty, a mutual defence pact,
or a joint command structure. What
they share is something more opera-
tionally durable: a common adversary
network, a common set of conclusions
drawn from repeated experience, and
an expanding web of institutional agree-
ments that are steadily translating
shared threat assessment into coordi-
nated strategic action.

That convergence is no longer theoreti- §

cal. Itis documented, incremental and
accelerating.

A Common Threat, Not a Common
Patron

Most strategic alliances in modern his-
tory have been assembled around a
common patron - typically a great power
offering security guarantees in ex-
change for alignment. The India-Israel-
UAE alignment is not that. It has no
single convening power, no Washing-
ton or Moscow at its centre. It has
emerged from the ground up, driven by
the consistent operational experience
of three countries that have each ab-
sorbed attacks from radical Islamist
networks over decades and reached
strikingly similar conclusions about the
nature, direction and financing of that
threat.

The network these three countries are
responding to does not observe national
borders in any meaningful sense.
Hamas leaders have shared public plat-
forms with Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-
e-Mohammed commanders in Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir. In August
2025, Pakistan's ambassador to Qatar
met a senior Hamas official in Doha,
with both sides explicitly framing Kash-
mir and Palestine as dimensions of the
same ideological struggle. The financ-
ing channels sustaining these
organisations move through intermedi-
aries operating simultaneously across
South Asia and the Gulf. The targeting
doctrine, when examined across re-
corded attacks from the Kashmir val-
ley to the Negev to the energy infra-
structure of the Arabian Gulf, is remark-
ably consistent: identify civilians or criti-
cal infrastructure, strike with maximum
visibility, and generate enough political
pressure on the targeted government to
demand public restraint.

That consistency of method and gene-
alogy is the single most important fac-
tor drawing India, Israel and the UAE
into closer institutional alignment. This
is not a partnership of convenience as-
sembled against a temporary threat. It
is a partnership of documented, re-
peated experience.

The Institutional Architecture Tak-
ing Shape

What distinguishes the current phase
of this alignment from earlier, more in-
formal expressions of shared interest
is the pace at which it is being
institutionalised.

In January 2026, India and the UAE
formalised a bilateral Strategic Defence
Partnership through a letter of intent cov-
ering joint defence manufacturing, ad-
vanced military technologies, special
forces cooperation and counter-terror-
ism coordination. That agreement
formalised a relationship that had been
operationally active since at least 2014,

but its formalisation matters. It signals
mutual confidence in the durability of
the arrangement and a willingness to
deepen interdependence in domains
that carry genuine strategic risk.

The 12U2 framework, grouping India, Is-
rael, the UAE and the United States,
has provided a broader multilateral
scaffolding for cooperation in food se-
curity, clean energy and infrastructure.
The Desert Eagle and Gulf Star joint
military exercises have built operational
familiarity between forces. India's de-
fence cooperation with Israel, which
provided critical systems deployed dur-
ing Operation Sindoor in May 2025,
represents a relationship forged
through decades of co-development and
field-tested in active conflict.

None of these structures emerged from
a single diplomatic moment. They are
the layered product of decades of bi-
lateral engagement, gradually consoli-
dated into something that now re-
sembles - without quite being named
as such - a trilateral security and eco-
nomic architecture.

The Human Dimension and Its Stra-
tegic Weight

Any analysis of this convergence that
treats it purely as an elite-level strate-
gic calculation misses a dimension that
gives it unusual political durability:
the human stakes are immediate
and quantifiable.

Approximately 3.5 to 4.3 million In-
dian nationals reside in the UAE
alone. Across the Gulf region as a
whole, roughly eight million Indian
citizens live and work - a diaspora
whose safety, livelihoods and remit-
tances constitute a direct and non-
negotiable Indian national interest.
When a drone strikes energy infra-
structure in the UAE, injuring In-
dian nationals, it is not an ab-
stract geopolitical event in New
Delhi. It is a domestic security
concern with a human face.
India's interest in Gulf stability
does not require strategic theory
to justify. It is empirical, immedi-
ate and deeply felt across Indian
society.

This human dimension also con-
strains the political room for stra-
tegic ambiguity. Indian govern-
ments face domestic accountabil-
ity for the safety of citizens
abroad in ways that pure
realpolitik calculations do not
fully capture. That accountability
reinforces, rather than under-
mines, the strategic case for

deeper engagement with the

UAE's security architecture.
The Global Disruption Context
The India-lsrael-UAE alignment is
also taking shape against a
broader backdrop of accelerating
disruption in the global economic
and security order - disruptions
that are simultaneously stress-
testing existing multilateral
frameworks and opening space for
new regional architectures.

The global trading order faces
compounding pressures: the re-
structuring of supply chains away
from single-source dependencies,
the intensifying competition for
critical mineral access, the fragil-
ity of maritime chokepoints from
the Red Sea to the Strait of
Hormuz, and the weaponisation of
energy infrastructure as an in-
strument of coercive statecraft.
All three countries have direct and
material stakes in the stability of
these systems.

Israel's technological depth in
cybersecurity, precision systems
and agricultural technology
complements India's manufactur-
ing scale and emerging defence
production capacity. The UAE's
capital base, geographic position
as a logistics and financial hub,
and its unmatched connectivity
across the Global South give the
partnership a commercial and
infrastructural dimension that ex-
tends well beyond security coor-
dination. Together, the three coun-
tries represent a concentration of
complementary capabilities that none
of them possesses individually - and
that becomes more strategically valu-
able precisely as the broader interna-
tional order becomes less predictable.
The Isolation Thesis and Why It Fails
A strand of commentary has argued
that Israel's strategic standing has
been permanently damaged by the
conduct of its military campaign in
Gaza, and that the country has
emerged from October 7 in a condi-
tion of deepening regional isolation.
The civilian suffering in Gaza is seri-
ous and demands honest engagement.
That is not contested.

But strategic isolation is not measured
by social media sentiment or the vol-
ume of protest in Western capitals. It
is measured by what a country's part-
ners are actually doing. On that met-
ric, the isolation thesis is difficult to
sustain. The UAE has not reversed the

Abraham Accords. Saudi Arabia and
Bahrain condemned the recent
Fujairah attack without diplomatic
hedging. India deepened its defence
cooperation with Israel through the very
systems that executed Operation
Sindoor. The countries that concluded,
well before October 7, that radical Is-
lamist networks represent the primary
regional security threat have not re-
vised that conclusion since - and they
have not revised their relationships ac-
cordingly.
The gap between what governments
say in multilateral forums and what
they do in bilateral security and eco-
nomic partnerships has rarely been
wider. Attending to what is being built
rather than what is being declared is
a more reliable guide to the actual tra-
jectory of regional order.
What the Architecture Reveals
The India-Israel-UAE alignment is not
a replica of Cold War bloc politics, nor
is it the kind of formal treaty alliance
that dominated twentieth-century stra-
tegic thinking. It is something more
adapted to the contemporary environ-
ment: a networked partnership be-
tween states that have reached inde-
pendent but convergent conclusions,
prefer to maintain strategic autonomy
while building operational depth, and
are willing to institutionalise their co-
operation in defence manufacturing,
intelligence sharing, counter-terrorism
coordination and economic integration
simultaneously. That combination -
security convergence reinforced by eco-
nomic interdependence, anchored in
human demographic stakes, and driven
by consistent operational experience
rather than external pressure - is pre-
cisely what gives this alignment its dis-
tinctive durability. Summit declarations
fade. Institutional investments, joint ex-
ercises, co-produced defence systems
and strategic economic partnerships do
not dissolve between election cycles.
The events of the past twelve months,
Operation Sindoor, the formalisation of
the India-UAE Strategic Defence Part-
nership, the Fujairah strike, are not iso-
lated data points. They are chapters in
a continuous process of alignment
whose logic becomes clearer, not
murkier, each time the threat network
that animates it acts. The trilateral ar-
chitecture being built between India, Is-
rael and the UAE is still incomplete.
But its direction is unambiguous, and
its foundations are deeper than most
observers have yet recognised.

By Aditya Raj Kaul
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The World’s Wars Are Coming Home: How Global
Crises Are Reshaping The Canadian Kitchen Table

For along time, Canadians en-
joyed the geographical luxury
of distance. Cushioned by
three oceans and a relatively
stable superpower to the
south, it was easy to view glo-
bal conflict as a tragic news
segment that played out be-
tween the sports and the
weather.

hat era is officially over.

In 2026, the boundaries be-
tween foreign policy and do-
mestic reality have entirely col-
lapsed. The conflicts raging in
Ukraine, Gaza, and Sudan, the
escalating tension with Iran and
China, and the volatile political
climate in the United States are
no longer “over there.” They are
here. They are dictating the
price of diesel in
Saskatchewan, the security of
local data centres, the availabil-
ity of housing in Halifax, the
intensity of campus protests in
Toronto, and the survival of our
democratic institutions.
According to the World Eco-
nomic Forum’s (WEF) 2026
Global Risks Report, the world
has formally transitioned into a
new age of fragmentation. The
WEF ranked “geoeconomic
confrontation” as the number
one risk most likely to trigger
a global crisis this year, offi-
cially surpassing climate anxi-
ety in the short term. For the
average Canadian household,
this isn’t high-level political
theory—it is a daily, lived ex-
perience.

The Checkout Aisle Is a Geo-
political Map

The most immediate way the
world’s wars enter Canadian
homes is through the wallet.
We have learned the hard way
that infrastructure is now being
weaponized, and supply chains
are the new frontlines.

The Middle East and Energy
Shocks: The ongoing U.S.-Is-
rael conflict with Iran and its
proxies has fundamentally de-
stabilized the Red Sea and the
Strait of Hormuz. When com-
mercial vessels are forced to
reroute around the horn of Af-
rica to avoid strikes, the cost
of shipping everything from
electronics to auto parts sky-
rockets. This instantly trans-
lates to higher energy and die-
sel prices in Canada, pushing
up the baseline cost of trans-
porting groceries to your local
supermarket.

The Ukraine-Russia Grind:
Years into the grinding war in
Eastern Europe, global agricul-
tural markets remain perma-
nently altered. The disruption of
Ukrainian grain and Russian
fertilizer continues to apply
structural upward pressure on
global food prices, heavily con-
tributing to the food insecurity
now pushing record numbers of
Canadians to food banks.
The Economic Nationalism

Shift: As the U.S. and China
battle for dominance over Al,
semiconductors, and rare earth
minerals, trade is being region-
alized. The WEF notes that
countries are prioritizing na-
tional security over economic
efficiency. For Canada, adapt-
ing to American tariffs and ex-
port controls means busi-
nesses pay more to operate,
costs that are inevitably
passed down to the consumer.
The 2% Reality Check: De-
fence in the Modern Era

For decades, Canada was the
quiet beneficiary of the Ameri-
can security umbrella, rou-
tinely lagging behind its inter-
national defence commit-
ments. The geopolitical
shockwaves of the mid-2020s
have violently corrected that
posture. In early 2026, driven
by an increasingly unstable
world and immense pressure
from allies, Canada officially hit
the NATO benchmark of spend-
ing 2% of its GDP on defence
for the first time since the Cold
War. The Financial Pivot: The
federal government poured over
$63 billion into defence this
year. This money is flowing

into domestic infrastructure,
ammunition manufacturing in
Quebec, new drone facilities in
Nova Scotia, and space-based
capabilities.

The Cyber Frontline: Security
threats are no longer just mili-
tary; they are digital. State-
sponsored cyber threats origi-
nating from Russia and China
are increasingly targeting Cana-
dian municipalities, hospitals,
and critical infrastructure. The
conflict is happening on our
servers, threatening the power
grid and the privacy of millions
of citizens. Every dollar diverted
to rearm and secure the nation
is a dollar that cannot be spent
on domestic healthcare or
housing, directly connecting the
aggressive postures of foreign
adversaries to Canada’s inter-
nal fiscal strain.

The Human Flow and
Strained Borders

When the world burns, people
flee. The unprecedented scale
of violence in Sudan, the dev-
astation in Gaza, and the con-
tinued displacement from
Ukraine have created historical
waves of global migration.
Canada, historically a beacon

for resettlement, is buckling
under the sheer volume of the
crisis. The capacity to integrate
newcomers—providing them
with shelter, healthcare, and
employment—has collided vio-
lently with the domestic hous-
ing shortage. The Policy Back-
lash: In 2026, the reality of this
strain culminated in the pas-
sage of Bill C-12, a sweeping
piece of legislation that aggres-
sively tightened Canada’s asy-
lum and refugee system.
Tougher Lines: The new laws
enacted retroactive eligibility
requirements, heavily restrict-
ing claims from those entering
irregularly or delaying their ap-
plications. Furthermore, the
federal government stabilized
permanent resident targets and
drastically slashed the intake
of temporary residents to re-
gain control of population
growth. The human tragedy of
global wars is forcing Canada
to confront its own physical lim-
its, transforming immigration
from a celebrated national
identity into one of the most
fiercely debated political is-
sues in the country.

The Fracture of Democratic

Unity

Perhaps the most insidious
way global conflicts have come
home is through the fracturing
of Canadian social cohesion.
Democracies are uniquely vul-
nerable to the psychological
warfare of the digital age..

I The war in Gaza has torn

through Canadian university
campuses, city streets, and
political parties, revealing deep,
painful societal divides. These
are not just disagreements over
foreign policy; they are emo-
tional, visceral clashes over
human rights, identity, and
morality that are straining lo-
cal policing and municipal lead-
ership.

Simultaneously, the polarized
political environment in the
United States acts as a cultural
amplifier, bleeding into Cana-
dian discourse. Foreign actors
in Russia and China are actively
leveraging this tension, using
disinformation campaigns to
amplify anger, sow distrust in
Canadian elections, and widen
the political extremes. The
WEF report explicitly highlights
disinformation as a critical
long-term risk to democratic
stability.

The New Resilience

The narrative of the “far away
conflict” was a luxury of a by-
gone era. Today, global secu-
rity, international trade, and
human migration are fundamen-
tally intertwined with the Cana-
dian standard of living. The ques-
tion for 2026 and beyond is not
whether Canada can insulate
itself from the world—it cannot.
The question is whether our
democratic institutions, our
economy, and our communities
can build the resilience required
to stay united when the pres-
sure of a fracturing world arrives
at our doorstep.

Save Max Name Removed From Brampton Sports
Centre After Sponsorship Agreement Ends

The Save Max name is being removed
from a major Brampton sports facility
after the City of Brampton confirmed
that its sponsorship agreement with
Save Max Real Estate Inc. has been
terminated. According to INsauga.com,
the facility known as the Save Max
Sports Centre will return to its former
name, the Brampton Soccer Centre.A
city spokesperson told INsauga.com
that the agreement was ended in ac-
cordance with the terms of the spon-
sorship deal. The city did not directly
say whether the termination was con-
nected to recent allegations involving
Save Max brokerages, but confirmed
that signage changes and updates to
online references are now underway.
The name change follows ac-
tion by the Real Estate Council of
Ontario, which previously froze ac-
counts linked to several Save Max real
estate brokerages in Mississauga and

Brampton. RECO alleged that approxi-
mately $2.7 million in client trust funds
had been used for expenses such as
loan payments, property management
fees, taxes, credit card balances, and
vendor services. Save Max has disputed
the allegations.

According to INsauga.com, be-
tween 100 and 150 active Save Max list-
ings were frozen by RECO, while about
400 registered real estate salespeople
left brokerages connected to the
broader Save Max network after the
freeze. RECO later agreed to lift the
freeze if strict conditions were met, in-
cluding third party oversight of broker-
age bank accounts and the voluntary
shutdown and cancellation of registra-
tions for Save Max Supreme and Save
Max Ace.Suspensions involving Raman
Dua, Save Max’s broker of record and
sole director, and Nidhi Dua were lifted
under an agreement announced in April.

RECO said other suspensions and no-
tices connected to the matter would not
proceed following that agreement. Jean
Lépine, RECO’s administrator and act-
ing CEO, said the action reflects the
regulator’s broader effort to strengthen
financial oversight in the real estate
sector. Save Max and the City of
Brampton originally signed a 15 year
naming rights deal in 2020 worth
$2,512,500. The agreement gave Save
Max exterior naming rights for the
sports facility, which has long served
as an important recreational hub for
soccer and community programming in
the city.Lawyers for Save Max have ap-
pealed the freeze and acknowledged that
RECOQO’s investigation found incorrect dis-
bursements, but argued that most were
reversed quickly, including some within
24 to 48 hours. The appeal also said the
largest disputed transaction, worth
$700,000, was reversed the next day.
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U.S. Authorities Say Gun Smuggling Network
Sent Dozens Of Firearms Into Canada

United States authorities say
they have broken up an international
firearms trafficking network accused of
moving dozens of guns from New Hamp-
shire into Canada through Indigenous
reserve areas along the border. Accord-
ing to CBC News, the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the District of New Hampshire
said the alleged pipeline involved 51 fire-
arms, with some later recovered at vio-
lent crime scenes in Quebec.Federal
officials said the case involves an al-
leged scheme where straw purchasers
in New Hampshire and Vermont bought
firearms on behalf of others. These pur-
chases are illegal when a person lies
on firearm forms or buys a weapon for
someone who is not the real buyer.
Authorities said eight people have been
charged in connection with the alleged
conspiracy, while five others have al-
ready entered guilty pleas.

According to CBC News, U.S. At-
torney Erin Creegan said several of the
trafficked firearms were later found at
Canadian crime scenes, including in-
vestigations connected to organized
crime in Quebec. One firearm was re-

portedly recovered in Montreal during
a search linked to a kidnapping inves-
tigation.

The investigation was led by the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, Homeland Security Inves-
tigations, and the Sidreté du Québec.
The Canada Border Services Agency
also contributed by sharing information

and enforcement expertise. A CBSA
spokesperson said detecting illegal
movement of firearms, firearm parts, and
ammunition remains a priority for bor-
der enforcement.Court documents cited
by CBC News say Vermont resident
Justin Jackson admitted to trafficking
firearms to Indigenous reserves near the
New York border. Authorities allege that

people connected to Akwesasne in
New York would bring cash to Jack-
son and others, asking them to buy
firearms from stores. In one alleged
incident, a person using the name Mike
Jones reportedly brought around $5,000
U.S. and asked Jackson to buy as
many firearms as possible.

Several people, including Justin
Jackson, Melissa Longe, Dustin Tuttle,
Caleb Wilcott, and Doug Mulligan, have

8 pleaded guilty in connection with the

case. Sentencing dates are expected
between June and August. The charge
of conspiracy to straw purchase fire-
arms can carry a maximum prison term
of 25 years, along with a possible fine
of up to $250,000.0ther accused indi-
viduals named in the case include lo
Rateka Swamp, Jonathan Hart, Conrad
Oakes, Tayson Terrance,
Ranonkwatseronhawi Gibson, Mon-
tana Cook, Blade Oakes, and Nash
Oakes, all identified as residents of
Akwesasne. Some were taken into
federal custody this week, while
others remain fugitives, according to
the report.

Ontario Lottery Jackpots Climb For Victoria
Day Weekend With Millions Up For Grabs

Ontario lottery players heading into the Victoria Day
long weekend have several major jackpots to watch,
with national and provincial draws offering prizes that
could turn a regular weekend ticket into a life changing
win. According to Metroland Staff, the biggest prizes
include a $20 million Lotto Max jackpot and a $46 mil-
lion Lotto 6/49 Gold Ball jackpot.The Friday, May 15
Lotto Max draw carries an estimated main prize of $20
million through the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corpo-
ration. The game is drawn every Tuesday and Friday
evening, with tickets priced at $6 each. Players also
have a chance at an estimated 20 MaxPlus prizes, each
worth $100,000. Lotto 6/49 is offering an even larger
opportunity this weekend. The Saturday, May 16 draw
includes a Gold Ball jackpot of $46 million, although

the prize would be $1 million if a white ball is drawn
instead. The same draw also includes the Classic Draw
jackpot, which remains fixed at $5 million. Lotto 6/49
draws take place every Wednesday and Saturday night,
with tickets costing $3. Ontario players also have
smaller but still significant provincial jackpots available.
Lottario, which is only played in Ontario, has an esti-
mated top prize of $420,000 for Saturday’s draw. Tick-
ets cost $1, and draws are held on Saturday nights.
Ontario 49 is also offering its fixed $2 million top prize,
with draws taking place Wednesday and Saturday
evenings.The weekend comes shortly after a historic
lottery moment in Canada. According to Metroland Staff,
two friends from London, Ontario, claimed the largest
lottery prize ever awarded in Canada in April after win-

ning $80.4 million. Their prize included the $80 million
Lotto Max jackpot from the December 30 draw, along
with a second prize worth more than $403,000 from the
same draw. Lotto Max could also see even larger jack-
pots in the future. The game’s main prize cap was re-
cently raised from $80 million to $90 million in April,
although the jackpot has not yet climbed to that new
limit. The changes also improved the odds of winning a
prize, while ticket prices increased at the same time.For
now, Ontario residents have several reasons to check
their tickets this Victoria Day weekend. Whether it is
Lotto Max, Lotto 6/49, Lottario, or Ontario 49, the
weekend'’s draws offer millions in potential winnings and
another reminder of how quickly a routine lottery pur-
chase can become a major life event.

Supreme Court Recognizes New Legal Path For
Intimate Partner Violence Survivors Seeking Damages

The Supreme Court of Canada has issued a major
ruling that creates a new legal path for survivors of inti-
mate partner violence to seek financial damages through
civil courts. According to a
report by Jeremie Charron, ™
the decision was released
Friday in the case of
Ahluwalia v. Ahluwalia and
is being described as a
landmark moment in Cana-
dian law.

In a split 6 to 3 ruling,
the country’s top court rec- f
ognized a new tort of inti- =
mate partner violence. A
tortis a civil legal claim that
allows someone to seek compensation when another
person has caused them harm. The court found that
existing civil claims, such as assault or battery, do not
fully capture the unique harms caused by intimate part-
ner violence, particularly when abuse involves coercive
control, loss of autonomy, and damage to dignity.

Justice Nicholas Kasirer, writing for the majority, said

the new tort is connected specifically to intimate rela-
tionships and is meant to address harm that goes be-
yond isolated acts of violence. The ruling recognizes
that abuse in intimate partner-
ships can involve a broader pat-
tern of control, intimidation, emo-
tional harm, and interference
- with a person’s freedom and
equality. The case began after
Kuldeep Ahluwalia and Amrit
Ahluwalia separated and ap-
peared before an Ontario court
i in 2016. According to court docu-
> = ments referenced in the report,
Mr. Ahluwalia had abused his

former wife physically and emo-
tionally. The trial judge originally recognized a new tort
of family violence and awarded Ms. Ahluwalia $150,000
in damages. That decision was later overturned by the
Ontario Court of Appeal in 2023. The appeal court ruled
that the abusive conduct could already be addressed
through existing torts and said a new legal category
was not necessary. However, the Supreme Court has

-

now reversed that approach while also narrowing and
reshaping the legal concept created by the trial judge.

The Supreme Court said the earlier idea of a tort of
family violence was too broad because it could apply to
family members generally, rather than focusing on inti-
mate partners. Justice Kasirer explained that the case
before the court specifically involved an intimate rela-
tionship, not all family relationships, and that the legal
test should reflect that distinction.

Under the new framework, a person must show that
the wrongful conduct occurred during or after an inti-
mate relationship, that the other person intentionally
engaged in abusive conduct, and that the conduct
amounted to coercive control when viewed in context.
This means courts will consider the overall pattern of
behaviour rather than treating each incident in isolation.

Three judges dissented from the ruling. Justice
Mahmud Jamal, writing for the dissenting judges, ar-
gued that existing tort law was already enough to pro-
vide full compensation in this case. The dissenting opin-
ion said courts should only create a new tort when it is
necessary, and that the facts before the court did not
require such a step.
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Alberta And Ottawa Reach Pipeline Approval
Deal With New Carbon Pricing Framework

The governments of Alberta
and Canada have reached a new
agreement aimed at moving a
proposed west coast oil pipeline
closer to approval while also re-
shaping the province’s industrial
carbon pricing system. Accord-
ing to Postmedia, the deal was
signed Friday in Calgary by
Alberta Premier Danielle Smith
and Prime Minister Mark Carney,
building on a memorandum of
understanding the two leaders
signed last November.

The agreement sets a clear
timeline for the pipeline approval
process. Alberta is expected to
submit a proposal to Ottawa’s
major projects office by July 1,
while the federal government
would have until October 1 to
decide whether the project is in
the national interest. Final ap-
proval for construction is ex-
pected before September 1, 2027,
according to the terms of the
deal.Carney said the agreement
is focused on building trust and
showing that Canada can move
major projects forward. Smith
said the deal sends a message

to investors that Alberta is ready
to turn ambition into real projects,
jobs, and economic results. For
the province, the agreement rep-
resents a major step in its long
running push to secure additional
pipeline access to the west
coast.

Several major challenges still
remain. A private sector company
has not yet stepped forward to
lead the pipeline project, the route
has not been finalized, consulta-
tions with First Nations still need
to be completed, and British Co-
lumbia remains strongly opposed
to the idea of a new oil pipeline
to the coast.

The agreement also makes
major changes to industrial car-
bon pricing. Instead of the previ-
ous federal plan that would have
required a carbon price of $170
per tonne by 2030, the new deal
sets the price at $130 per tonne
by 2035. The current price of $95
per tonne will remain in place for
the rest of 2026 before rising to
$100 per tonne next year and
staying at that level through
2030.The Pathways carbon cap-

ture project, now known as the
Oil Sands Alliance, remains cen-
tral to the discussions between
Ottawa and Alberta. Federal offi-
cials have said carbon capture
remains a necessary condition
for any future pipeline expansion.
In the meantime, Canada and
Alberta will jointly issue 75 mil-
lion tonnes of carbon contracts
for difference, which are designed
to give businesses and investors
more certainty around future car-
bon prices.

The deal also connects to
Carney’s broader energy plan,
including his recent pledge to
double Canada’s electricity grid
capacity by 2050 as part of the
country’s long term push toward
net zero energy. Meanwhile,
Ottawa’s clean electricity regu-
lations remain before the courts,
with both governments agreeing
that if the regulations are struck
down, they will be withdrawn. If
they are upheld, the two sides
will negotiate an equivalence
agreement.The agreement
could have political implica-
tions as well.

Canadian Visa Centres Abroad Face Scrutiny
Over Fraud, Security Risks And Extra Fees

Canada’s overseas visa appli-
cation system is facing renewed
scrutiny after internal records re-
vealed concerns about fraud, se-
curity issues, technical failures,
and applicant complaints at some
visa centres operated by federal
contractor VFS Global. Accord-
ing to CBC News, the records
show that Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship Canada had al-
ready flagged problems in coun-
tries such as Bangladesh, includ-
ing allegations of third party fraud,
appointment reselling, overcharg-
ing concerns, and security red
flags.

VFS Global operates 164 visa
application centres in 109 coun-
tries on behalf of the Canadian
government. The company does
not decide immigration cases,
but it handles administrative ser-

vices such as collecting biomet-
rics, managing document sub-
missions, and returning pass-
ports. The company has been
providing these services to
Canada for more than two de-
cades.

One Ottawa resident, Salah
Uddin, told CBC News that he
faced frustrating experiences
while trying to access visa ser-
vices in Dhaka for his parents and
in laws. He said he felt pressured
to pay for premium lounge ac-
cess in 2023 so his parents’
passports could be submitted on
time. In 2024, while trying to se-
cure visa processing for his in
laws, he said a third party reseller
asked for about $250 Canadian
per person to obtain an appoint-
ment.

Internal records obtained by
CBC News suggest Canadian
officials were already aware of
similar concerns. Emails showed
officials discussing appointment
reselling and other forms of fraud
linked to visa centre access. In
one case, government staff tried
to simulate the booking process
themselves and also encountered
problems. The documents indi-
cated that resellers were alleg-
edly block booking appointments
and selling them to applicants
facing strict deadlines.Ciritics say
the situation raises serious ethi-
cal concerns because applicants
already pay official processing
fees to IRCC. Some applicants
said they felt forced to pay extra
for optional premium services
simply to meet deadlines or se-

Canadian Air Passengers Asked To Monitor
Symptoms After Low Risk Hantavirus Exposure

Canadian public health officials are contacting
26 air passengers across the country after they
may have had low risk exposure to hantavirus
linked to the deadly outbreak on the MV Hondius

luxury cruise ship.

According to Global News, Canada’s chief
public health officer, Dr. Joss Reimer, said the
passengers shared flights with a confirmed
hantavirus case. However, officials do not consider
them close contacts because of where they were

seated during the flight.

The affected travellers are being asked to moni-
tor for possible symptoms, while nine people in
Canada have been classified as high risk expo-

sure cases and have been instructed to self iso- nadian population remains low. She added that
late. Health officials say the situation is being Canada has clear procedures in place and that fur-

handled with strong public health measures.

ther spread of the virus within the country is not

Reimer said the overall risk to the general Ca- expected at this time.

[

cure timely appointments. VFS
said its value added services are
optional and approved by the
Canadian government, while
IRCC said those services are not
mandatory and that it does not
track the company’s extra rev-
enue from them.

CBC News also reported that
the federal government has
awarded more than $725 million
in contracts to VF Worldwide
Holdings Ltd., the company be-
hind VFS Global, from 2012 to
March 2026 to operate 128 visa
centres. Another company later
bought by VFS, TT Visa Ser-
vices, has received more than $45
million since 2018 to operate 36
centres.The internal documents
also pointed to concerns beyond
Bangladesh. Visa centres in Rus-
sia were reportedly affected by
internet outages in April 2024
during the ongoing Russia
Ukraine war, causing delays for
urgent cases. The records also
mentioned a malware attack and
discussions about possible con-
tractor solutions. In Mexico, an
immigration lawyer told CBC
News that one client received
advice from VFS agents that con-

tradicted legal guidance.

Security concerns were also
raised in the documents, includ-
ing questions about staff screen-
ing, use of personal email and
social media, and document han-
dling. Some details were re-
dacted, but one 2023 email from
an IRCC staff member warned
that staff monitoring calls or
emails should be properly
screened. Immigration lawyer
Karina Juma told CBC News that
problems involving data security,
third party fraud, and extra fees
remain common concerns in mul-
tiple regions. She urged IRCC to
conduct stronger audits and said
the current oversight system does
not appear to go far enough.

VFS Global declined an in-
terview but said its visa centres
undergo regular audits and that
staff receive background checks.
The company said it continues
to improve vigilance and data se-
curity measures for IRCC. The
immigration department said it
is aware of reported incidents,
investigates credible fraud tips,
and takes corrective action when
contractors fail to meet stan-
dards.
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Quebec Novelist Shines a Harsh Spotlight on
Migration, and on Trump’s America

The protagonist in the novel “It Was Either
That or Die” departs Haiti on an epic
journey through South America, the
perilous Darién jungle and a United States
on the cusp of President Trump’s return
to power. But once in the United States,
he continues to flee — to Canada.

“It was on that day that | decided to leave
— like pulling out a tooth, like cutting off
an arm, like saying goodbye to one’s
mother tongue,” he says at the start of
his odyssey. A work that explores the
personal toll of global migration — and
depicts the United States not as a dream
destination, but a dehumanizing place to
escape from — the novel has brought
sudden acclaim to its author, Thélyson
Orélien, 37, who left Haiti for Montreal after
the devastating 2010 earthquake.

The rights to the novel, “C’était ¢a ou
mourir,” in its French original, have already
been sold in 23 countries, all but one
before the book’s recent publication in
Quebec. Scribner is planning to publish
a U.S. translation in 2028.

Though only a few chapters deal explicitly
with the United States, they have fueled
interest in the novel in a world riveted by
the often violent crackdown on migrants
there.

The novel’s protagonist finds “fear, not
hysterical, not exaggerated, but very real”
among Haitians in the United States
before the start of Mr. Trump’s second
term.

“I had only one thing on my mind: leaving,”
the protagonist says before heading to
Canada’s most famous unofficial border
crossing, Roxham Road. “I thought of

Canada the way a shipwrecked man s
thinks of a plank of wood. I didn’timagine &=

it as paradise — I'd stopped believing in
that a long time ago — but as a place
where | could finally breathe.”

For years, thousands of people entered
Canada through Roxham Road, a rural
border crossing between Quebec and New
York State. Until 2023, a loophole in an
immigration agreement between Canada
and the United States allowed asylum
seekers who crossed there to avoid being
sent back immediately to the United
States. Mr. Orélien finds parallels between
Roxham Road and the Underground
Railroad, the secret network of
abolitionists helping Black slaves flee to
free states and to Canada. Today, just as
in the past, Mr. Orélien sees “two forces
in the United States: you can find people
who don’t accept the other and you can
also find people who accept the other.”
“But maybe now, the idea in power, the
one driving and directing everything, is the
idea that the other is somebody who'’s
come to eat Americans’ dogs and cats,”
he added with a laugh, referring to Mr.
Trump’s false claim during the 2024
presidential campaign that Haitian
immigrants were eating people’s pets in
Springfield, Ohio.
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