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CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience

at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-

roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-

gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

DAN-

LY

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi,all Indian, Pakistani,English

and All over The

World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A9 At festnis sete 96% 3 feger

3AY USRSt 96% € 6% &% TomT 39 &

AUTCH J6%, HE 96, NIgHlS, oceltan,
fSHEt w3 MuE T To6 T WTdT HTE Ao J

Instagram:|AMD]DANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Desi Times and people associated with it are not responsible for
any claims made by the advertisers or endorse any of their products
or service advertised within. The views expressed in the Desi Times
don not necessarily reflect the views of the publisher and editor. Desi
Times is in the business of selling space but does not test or confirm
the legilmacy of the claim made in the paper. Desi Times dones promote
a healthy forum for discussion of a myriad of views in peaceful civilized
manner while trying to dissuade any form of discrimination and abuse.

Contribution to the growth of the paper is most appreciated and
sponsors and advertisers are trained for their support. We would like
to thanks all the well wishers and supporters of Desi Times for making
this endeavor possible. Let us be proud of our roots, humble in our
temperament and rigorous in our efforts to attain greatness in our

achievements
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The Autism Therapy Racket

An autism therapy firm paid $340,000 per child is closing — and the company set t
take over its centers already settled federal fraud charges. Inside the upcoding
epidemic pillaging Medicaid and the children it was meant to protect.

The Rise and Fall of Piece by
Piece

In a beige commercial building in
Lebanon, Indiana, a company
called Piece by Piece Autism
Centers was quietly becoming the
most generously paid autism
therapy provider per patient in the
United States — and nobody in
state government seemed to
notice for years. Founded by
Meghann Mitchell, the company
billed Indiana’s Medicaid program
at rates that defied any
reasonable interpretation of
service delivery. In 2023, the firm
collected $29 million from the
state to serve just 84 children —
approximately $340,000 per child,
per year — according to an
explosive Wall Street Journal
investigation published March 10,
2026.

For context: that per-child cost
exceeded what Medicaid typically
spends on a full year of cancer
treatment or twelve months of
nursing home care. The
company’s hourly rate climbed as
high as $640 per session for
applied behavior analysis (ABA)
therapy — services frequently
delivered not by licensed
clinicians, but by registered
behavior technicians who may
hold only a high school diploma
and earn under $20 an hour in
many states. The national
average for comparable services
was roughly $61 per hour.
Mitchell maintained the company
followed Indiana’s own rules and
that no audit had conclusively
found fraud, attributing the
extraordinary billing to rising labor
and operational costs. What she
did not dispute was the
mechanism: Indiana’s
reimbursement model allowed
providers to effectively set their
own list prices, with the state
paying 40% of whatever that list
price happened to be. It was a
system designed to be gamed.
Between 2019 and 2023, the
state paid Piece by Piece $58
million. During roughly that same
period, founder Meghann Mitchell
reportedly purchased a $2.5

million home on Florida’s Sanibel
Island and a $600,000 waterfront
property on Indiana’s Tippecanoe
River, according to Wall Street
Journal reporting.

The Closure — and the Troubling
Replacement

Following the Journal's exposé
and Indiana’s revocation of Piece
by Piece’s Medicaid billing
privileges across all seven of its
centers in March 2026, the
company announced it would
cease operations by May 2026.
Emails reviewed by reporters
indicate its centers would not
simply close — they would be
absorbed by a rival autism therapy
provider: Applied Behavior Center
for Autism (ABCA), headquartered
in Indianapolis.

The handoff raised immediate
alarm bells. ABCAis not a clean-
handed rescuer. In February 2023,
the U.S. Attorney'’s Office for the
Southern District of Indiana
announced that ABCA and its
owner and CEO, Sherry Michael,
had agreed to pay $2 million to
resolve civil allegations of
Medicaid and TRICARE fraud —
the largest TRICARE settlement
in the district's history. Federal
investigators accused ABCA of
submitting false claims through
multiple fraudulent billing
schemes, including upcoded
claims, concurrent and duplicate
billing, claims for services not
covered by TRICARE, and claims
already paid by third-party
sources. ABCAdenied all liability.
No criminal charges were filed.
ABCA operates 12 centers across
Indiana and has continued taking
Medicaid reimbursements since
the 2023 settlement. Now it
stands to inherit the patient
population — and infrastructure
— of the very firm the state just
expelled. Neither ABCA, Piece by
Piece, nor Indiana’s FSSA had
responded to press inquiries as
of publication.

Upcoding: The Silent Epidemic
Draining Medicaid

The Piece by Piece scandal is a
dramatic case study, but it sits
atop a vast and largely invisible

$340,000

Avg. per child billed by Piece by
Piece (2023)

$14.6B

Alleged fraud in DOJ 2025 national
takedown

iceberg. Upcoding — billing for
services that are more complex
or expensive than what was
actually provided — is among the
most prevalent and costly forms
of healthcare fraud in the United
States. It works through the
bureaucratic invisibility of billing
codes.

Every medical service is assigned
a Current Procedural Terminology
(CPT) code. Aroutine 15-minute
check-in carries a lower-value
code; a complex evaluation
carries a higher one. When
providers systematically bill the
higher code regardless of what
was delivered, the discrepancy is
rarely caught in real time —
claims processing systems
approve millions of transactions
daily against minimal clinical
documentation review.

The HHS Office of Inspector
General's December 2024 audit
of Indiana’s ABA program found
that every single one of the 100
sampled Medicaid claims — 100
out of 100 — contained at least
one improper or potentially
improper element. Similar audits
of Wisconsin, Maine, and
Colorado found the same thing: a
100% deficiency rate across all
sampled claims in each state.
Combined, the OIG identified at
least $600 million in improper or
potentially improper ABA
payments. These are not outliers.
They are the system.

Indiana’s ABA spending trajectory
tells the story in numbers:
approximately $21 millionin 2017,
ballooning to $611 million by 2023
— anearly 30-fold increase in six
years — before falling back to
$445 million in 2024 after the
state slashed reimbursement
rates. Nine of the country’s ten
highest-billing ABA providers per
patient in 2023 were located in
Indiana.

Named: Recent Indictments and
Guilty Pleas

The fraud is not theoretical.
Across the country, federal
prosecutors and state attorneys
general have brought a cascade
of cases in recent years, haming
names and securing convictions.
The Structural Conditions That
Made This Possible

No fraud epidemic exists in a
vacuum. Indiana’s ABA billing
catastrophe was, in a meaningful
sense, designed into the system.
The state’s “percentage of list
price” reimbursement model
allowed providers to self-certify
their own rates — and then
receive a guaranteed percentage
of whatever they claimed. There
were no standardized fee

$58M

Total Indiana paid Piece by Piece,
2019-2023

324

Defendants charged in 2025
healthcare fraud sweep

schedules, no utilization caps,
and for years, virtually no audits.
The FSSA acknowledged that for
nearly two decades it had
underfunded and mismanaged
Medicaid oversight.

Nationally, the ABA therapy
sector exploded after all 50 states
were required to provide
meaningful autism coverage
under Medicaid, with the last
holdout — Texas — finally
complying in 2022. Medicaid ABA
payments surged from
approximately $660 million
nationally in 2019 to roughly
$2.2 billion by 2023. Private
equity firms acquired more
than 500 autism therapy
centers in recent years, and
where PE entered, billing
intensity often followed as
investor pressure to maximize
margins collided with loosely
supervised CPT code
selection.

The workforce structure of ABA
therapy also created conditions
ripe for abuse. Most direct therapy
is delivered by Registered
Behavior Technicians (RBTs) —
who require only a 40-hour training
certification — but billing is often
submitted under Board Certified
Behavior Analyst (BCBA) codes,
which command far higher
reimbursement rates. When
supervision is nominal or
fraudulent, that credential gap
becomes a profit center.

Eight Urgent Reforms to Fix the
System

1. Abolish percentage-
of-list-price reimbursement
models nationally.

Indiana’s catastrophe was
directly enabled by letting
providers set their own rates. CMS
should mandate standardized,
geographically adjusted fee
schedules for all ABA services,
with rates set by independent
actuarial review.

2. Require
claims analytics
automatic outlier holds.
Every state Medicaid
program should deploy Al-
powered billing surveillance that
flags providers billing more than
two standard deviations above
peer averages for pre-payment
review — not post-payment audits
years later.
3. Mandate independent
credentialing verification at
point of billing.

Claims submitted under
BCBA codes should require
verified proof that the supervising
clinician was present for required
supervision hours. Rubber-stamp
supervision arrangements must

real-time
with

$600M

HHS-0IG estimated improper ABA
payments

$640/hr

Peak Piece by Piece hourly billing
rate

be treated as fraud per se.

4, Prohibit successor
provider arrangements
without clean-slate audits.

When a Medicaid provider is
terminated for billing abuse, any
company seeking to absorb its
patient population must pass an
independent HHS-OIG audit
before receiving a single Medicaid
dollar.

5. Expand and protect
whistleblowers.

Congress should increase
the whistleblower share under
the False Claims Act to a
minimum of 25% for first-in
healthcare fraud disclosures
and create a dedicated federal
hotline for ABA billing concerns
with guaranteed 90-day
response timelines.

6. Require behavioral
health corporate ownership
transparency.

Private equity acquisitions
of ABA providers should trigger
automatic disclosure to CMS,
including ownership structure,
profit extraction mechanisms,
and prior fraud history across
all portfolio entities.

7. Create lifetime
utilization tracking linked to
clinical outcomes.

Treatment should be tied
to measurable clinical
progress, not indefinite billing.
A federal framework for
outcome-linked
authorization with annual
independent clinical review
would align provider
incentives with patient
welfare.

8. Prosecute, not just
settle.

The ABCA settlement —

$2 million, no admission,
continued Medicaid
participation — did not deter
anything. When billing fraud
patterns are systematic and
documented, federal
prosecutors must pursue
criminal indictments against
corporate officers, not
merely civil recoveries priced
in as a cost of doing
business.
The Children Left Behind
In the rightful fury over
taxpayer exploitation, it is
easy to lose sight of who
suffers most when the fraud
investigations begin and
providers close: the children.
More than 8,000 Indiana
children between ages three
and eight relied on Medicaid-
funded ABA therapy during
the years under
investigation.
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BRUTALLY HONEST POLICY WHITEPAPE

The Epstein Files Silence, The Political Noise Machine,
and the Documented Record of Clinton Deceptions

An Independent Analysis of Political Accountability, Institutional
Silence, and the Double Standards of American Public Life

(Our Staff Reporter) SECTION I:

PREFACE — WHY THIS

DOCUMENT EXISTS

For over a decade, one of the
most consequential criminal
networks ever exposed in
American history — the sex
trafficking empire of Jeffrey
Epstein and Ghislaine Maxwell
— sat largely undisturbed in the
archives of federal law
enforcement. Victims testified.
Evidence accumulated. Names
of powerful men and women
appeared in flight logs, address
books, and civil discovery. And
yet, the political class that
prides itself on protecting the
vulnerable chose
consistently, across multiple
administrations of both parties
— to say almost nothing, do
almost nothing, and release
almost nothing.

Then, in 2024 and 2025, the
conversation suddenly
exploded. Loud voices — many
of whom had been completely
silent for 12 years — demanded
immediate and total
transparency. The media, which
had largely buried Julie K.
Brown’s groundbreaking Miami
Herald reporting for years,
began wall-to-wall coverage.
Politicians who sat on their
hands during three presidential
terms suddenly acted outraged.
This whitepaper asks the
guestions the mainstream
narrative avoids: Why the
silence then? Why the noise
now? Who is making it, and
what do they stand to gain? And
why has President Donald
Trump — a man who signed the
Epstein Files Transparency Act
into law, oversaw the release of
3.5 million pages of documents,
and publicly committed to full
disclosure — received so little
credit for doing what twelve
years of Democratic and
Republican administrations
refused to do?

This paper also takes a hard
look at the documented, court-
confirmed record of dishonesty
by Bill and Hillary Clinton — not
as a partisan attack, but as a
matter of historical record that
the political class has
consistently chosen to
contextualize, minimize, or
simply forget.

The truth is not comfortable for
anyone. Let’s begin.
SECTION II: THE SILENCE —
12 YEARS OF DELIBERATE
INACTION

A. The Obama Years (2009-
2017): A Case Study in
Institutional Protection
Jeffrey Epstein completed his
absurdly lenient 2008 plea deal
— brokered by Trump’s future
Labor Secretary Alexander
Acosta — and by mid-2009, he
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was already out of prison under
house arrest, with Barack
Obama having just entered the
White House. For the next eight
years, the Epstein matter sat in
federal limbo.

What happened during those
eight years? The documented
record shows the following:

. The U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the Southern District
of Florida — under the Obama
Justice Department — actively
fought efforts to unseal
documents related to the
Epstein case.

. In 2016, a federal judge
found that the FBI was not
complying with Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) requests
related to the Epstein
investigation. This was not a
clerical error. It was a pattern.
. Victims were left
fighting a legal system that
protected their abuser’s
connections more than their
own civil rights.

. No Obama
administration official — not the
Attorney General, not the FBI
Director, not the President
himself — ever made public
disclosure of the Epstein files a
priority.

The standard defense offered by
Obama supporters is that the
Epstein investigation was
‘ongoing.’ But the Epstein case
had been actively settled and
closed at the state level in 2008.
The non-prosecution agreement
had already been struck. For
most of the Obama era, there
was no active federal criminal
case preventing disclosure.
What there was, by all
accounts, was institutional
inertia, political caution, and a
well-connected network of
powerful people whose names
sat in those files.

It is worth asking: Would a
president of either party,
knowing that the files contained
the names of senators,
billionaires, royalty, celebrities,
and foreign dignitaries, have
been in any hurry to release
them? The honest answer is:
almost certainly not.
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B. The Biden Years (2021-
2025): The ‘Rule of Law’
Defense

When the Biden administration
took office, Ghislaine Maxwell
was about to stand trial. Her
conviction came in December
2021, and her appeal wound
through the courts until
September 2024 when the
Second Circuit denied it. The
Biden Justice Department, and
its supporters, have argued that
an open investigation and
active appeal legally prevented
the release of case materials.
This is a partially valid defense
— and it is important to be
honest about that. Investigative
journalist Julie K. Brown, whose
Miami Herald reporting in 2018
essentially forced Epstein’s re-
arrest, has stated publicly that
the case involved an open grand
jury during Biden'’s tenure, and
that standard law enforcement
protocol prohibits releasing
active case files.

However, even accepting that
framework entirely, it fails to
explain the following:

. The Biden DOJ never
publicly committed to releasing
the files once the Maxwell
appeal was resolved.

. Senior Biden officials
never used their public platforms
to advocate for victim
transparency.

. Former Vice President
Kamala Harris, when pressed
in late 2025 on why the files
were not released, offered the
defense that the administration
maintained ‘separation’
between the White House and
DOJ. Yet she had weeks earlier
called on Trump to release the
files himself directly
contradicting her own stated
position.

. House Speaker Mike
Johnson stated bluntly: ‘The
Biden Department of Justice
had the files the entire time, and
not a single one of the people
who were so loud and animated
right now ever said anything
about it for all those four years.’
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That statement is factually
accurate. The same Democratic
legislators who demanded
immediate release in 2025 were
not introducing bills, holding
press conferences, or issuing
subpoenas during the Biden
years. The silence was near-
universal.

SECTION IlI: THE NOISE —
WHO IS MAKING IT AND WHY
A. The Political Architecture
of Outrage

Beginning in mid-2024, the
Epstein files became one of the
loudest issues in American
political discourse. It is worth
mapping who the loudest voices
were, what motivated them, and
what incentives drove the noise.
1. MAGA Political Base —
Genuine Demand
Weaponized for Electoral
Gain There is a real and
legitimate constituency of
American citizens — across the
political spectrum — who
genuinely believe that powerful
elites have been shielded from
justice. Their anger is not
manufactured. But the political
apparatus that amplified that anger
in 2024 did so with specific electoral
goals. Trump campaign allies,
including Donald Trump Jr. and JD
Vance, aggressively promoted the
idea that Biden was hiding an
Epstein ‘client list’ to protect
pedophiles. This was emotionally
resonant, politically powerful, and —
based on what the DOJ ultimately
found after reviewing the files — not
supported by evidence. The DOJ
concluded in July 2025 that no
formal ‘client list’ existed in the
Epstein files, and that no credible
evidence supported claims that
Epstein had blackmailed
prominent individuals. This
finding infuriated Trump’s own
base, which had been primed to
expect devastating revelations
about Democratic enemies.

2. Democratic Lawmakers —
Late-Arriving Crusaders
Some Democratic members of
Congress, including
Representatives Ro Khanna and
Debbie Wasserman Schultz,
made genuine and documented
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efforts to pursue Epstein-
related records going back to
2019. Their record is more
credible than most. However,
the broader Democratic caucus
was largely silent on the Epstein
files during Biden'’s four years
in office. Once out of power,
many Democrats shifted to
demanding full transparency —
while simultaneously accusing
the Trump DOJ of covering up
files that implicated Trump.

The political incentive is

®= obvious: if the files damage

Trump, release them loudly. If
the files damage your own
party’s allies, demand process,
caution, and ‘proper
procedures.” This is not
principle. It is opportunism with
a transparency label slapped on
it.

3. Right-Wing Media and
Influencer Economy

A vast ecosystem of
podcasters, YouTube
commentators, Twitter/X

personalities, and conservative
media figures found in the
Epstein files a virtually
unlimited content mine. The
incentive structure is
straightforward: outrage drives
engagement, engagement
drives advertising revenue and
subscriber counts, and nothing
drives outrage quite like the
suggestion that a secret list of
elite pedophiles is being
protected by the deep state.
This media class had every
financial reason to keep the
controversy alive, to frame every
redaction as a cover-up, and to
treat every delay as
confirmation of conspiracy.
Many of them became wealthy
off this narrative.

4. Bill Clinton’s Network and
Democratic Establishment —
Defensive Panic

The documented presence of
Bill Clinton in Epstein’s social
circle — multiple photographs,
flight logs showing 26
documented flights on
Epstein’s aircraft including trips
to Africa, Europe, and other
locations, and multiple
photographs placing Clinton in
Epstein’s company — created
significant defensive motivation
within Democratic circles. The
incentive was not necessarily to
hide specific crimes (Clinton
has denied any knowledge of or
involvement in Epstein’s
criminal activities, and no
charges have ever been
brought against him), but to
prevent the association itself
from dominating headlines.
This helps explain why
prominent Democratic voices
were slower to call for
transparency and faster to
accuse Republicans of
‘weaponizing’ the issue.
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INDIA'S TOBACCO TRAP: CANJOBS
AND PUBLIC HEALTH BE BALANCED?

India's tobacco sector is a double-
edged sword: it sustains 45.7 million
livelihoods while fueling a public health
crisis that kills prematurely and burdens
the economy.

Our Civitas white paper identifies a
“development trap”—a self-reinforcing
cycle in which economic dependence on
informal production of tobacco thwarts
effective control, leaving 266.8 million
users, primarily SLT (Smokeless
Tobacco) and beedi consumers, without
adequate cessation support while
exposing workers to precarious
conditions. o escape, India must
transform the sector by investing in
cessation, prioritising formalisation,
fostering innovation, and creating
alternative livelihoods that align growth
with health.

THE SCALE OF INDIA’S
TOBACCO DEPENDENCE

The trap is evident in the informal
economy. Beedi rolling employs
millions, often women and children, in
exploitative conditions, which is
documented in the US Department of
Labour’s list of goods produced by
children and forced labour.

Workers earn meagre wages (Rs
100/day for 700 beedis) and are exposed
to tobacco dust without protection.
Workers face significant health
implications, with death rates among
beedi smokers 64 % higher than those
of non-tobacco users (Pulitzer Centre).

Informality also characterises much
of SLT production, which has historically
evaded tax and regulatory oversight,

undermining public revenues and control
measures. Policy provisions, such as the
“cottage industry” tax exemption for
unbranded beedis, have facilitated tax
leakage and kept cheaper, more harmful
products widely accessible, particularly
among low-income populations.

This informality sustains poverty, with
the lowest-wealth households 2.54 times
more likely to use tobacco, facing higher
risks and lower quit success.

INFORMAL SECTOR, LOW
WAGES AND HEALTH RISKS

Politically, the trap deepens. In beedi-
dependent regions like West Bengal and
Uttar Pradesh, industry influence sways
elections, blocking reforms.

Tobacco's economic significance to
states (0.45 million hectares cultivated,
US$1.45 billion in exports) has made
meaningful reforms difficult to achieve.

Although India has committed
internationally through the WHO
Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (FCTC) to reduce tobacco-
related harm, policy decisions
sometimes contradict this.

For instance, production limits on
Flue-cured Virginia (FCV) tobacco are
eased to boost exports, signalling that
revenue is being prioritised over health.

POLICY GAPS AND
REGULATORY CHALLENGES

Addressing this public health issue
needs reforms that must simultaneously
improve public health outcomes,
preserve employment opportunities, and
maintain or increase government
revenue.
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Tobacco sector transformation must
therefore prioritise formalisation,
modernisation, and alternative economic
pathways. Formalise by shifting beedi/
SLT from cottage industries to regulated
factories and adopting Good
Manufacturing Practices (GMP).

This protects workers from hazards,
raises wages, and generates jobs:
processing 1 million kg creates 500
direct and 1,500 indirect roles.
Complementing this, re-skilling via
vocational programmes has proven
effective. Pilots in Bihar show beedi
rollers transitioning to tailoring, yielding
sustainable incomes.

Modernise production by adopting a
"Produce less, earn more" approach. The
recent FCV caps doubled farmer
earnings from Rs 124/kg (2019-20) to
Rs 280/kg (2023-24).

Biotechnology innovations, such as
low-nitrosamine strains optimised for
pharma-grade nicotine in Nicotine
Replacement Therapies (NRTs), could
further enhance value. India exports 9
% of global leaf by volume but only 6 %
by value—capturing processing could
add US$150 million annually, doubling
smallholder incomes to Rs 14-17 lakh.

SHIFTING TO ALTERNATIVE
LIVELIHOODS

A multisectoral Tobacco Sector
Transformation Council, anchored under
PMO or NITI Aayog, would ensure
integrated policymaking. It should
include ministries such as Agriculture,
Labour, and Biotechnology, alongside
key stakeholders, including farmers and

OUSINE
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manufacturers, with representation
beyond the dominance of a single
industry player. Its mandate should
prioritise integrated policies that balance
health, livelihoods, and revenue, focusing
on measurable outcomes such as
reduced prevalence and disease
tracking, with guardrails like carcinogen
limits for new products. Regulatory tools
must be strengthened by extending
Track-and-Trace (T&T) to all products
and launching public reporting apps for
violations.

This combats illicit trade,
often under-represented in surveys
like GATS. Supporting transitions out
of tobacco is also essential. Micro-
enterprise initiatives, handicraft
programmes, and vocational training
can protect vulnerable populations,
reduce child labour (currently
estimated at 1.7 million in beedi
rolling), and provide sustainable
incomes. Concerns about job losses
are often raised during reform, yet
evidence suggests that modernisation
and formalisation create better
employment opportunities. Reduced
tobacco cultivation also frees land for
food crops, contributing to food security.
A 2 % tobacco prevalence could prevent
1.4 million deaths, generating significant
healthcare savings. This approach is not
anti-industry but pro-progress.

By guiding tobacco production
through a managed transition, India can
simultaneously protect livelihoods,
improve public health, and promote
equitable development.
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Cyber fraud racket linked to Philippines,
Cambodia busted in Gurugram; 5 arrested

Gurugram Police have busted a major
international cyber fraud network with links
to the Philippines and Cambodia,
arresting five key operatives accused of
running a sophisticated SIM box-based
racket used for "digital arrest" scams. The
crackdown exposes a transnational
syndicate that bypassed India’s telecom
systems to route fraudulent calls and
extort victims.

The operation came to light following
five separate complaints, which led to
coordinated raids in Gurugram'’s U-Block
and Chakarpur areas.

Suspicion was first raised by local
landlords who noticed unusual activity in
the rented accommodations. Instead of
residential use, the premises had been
converted into makeshift technical hubs
fitted with electronic equipment and
wiring. A Special Investigation Team (SIT),
led by senior cops, conducted the raids
and uncovered what officials described as
a "mini telecom setup”. In the major bust,
the police seized 13 SIM boxes used for
illegal call routing, 504 active SIM cards,
seven Wi-Fi cameras with human
detection features, seven routers,
inverters, batteries, and multiple
networking devices. DCP (Cyber Crime)
Gaurav Rajpurohit confirmed the arrest of
five accused identified as Rahul Kumar
from Uttar Pradesh, Yash Amrit Singh
Dugar and Bhavika Ramesh

Bhagchandani from Guijarat, and Litesh
and Sagar from Maharashtra.

According to investigators, the group
played distinct roles in setting up

Pueres VsenEey BRepyseE

AND MUCHIMOREREE
OVER 1

infrastructure, managing
communications, and handling financial
transactions.

HOW THEY OPERATED

Preliminary interrogation revealed that
Rahul Kumar was in contact with handlers
based in the Philippines, who guided him
via video calls on setting up SIM boxes
and routing calls.

These devices were installed at
multiple locations in Gurugram, including
DLF Phase-3, enabling the gang to mask
international calls as local ones. Bhavika
Bhagchandani, meanwhile, was linked to
operatives in Cambodia.

Investigators said she coordinated with
associates to convert fraud proceeds into
cryptocurrency, primarily USDT, which
was then transferred overseas. Yash
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these financial transactions, acting as an
intermediary in the conversion of funds.
Police said the syndicate used a well-
established smuggling route to bring in
illegal equipment: from the Philippines to
Nepal, then to Bihar, and finally distributed
across various Indian cities. The accused
also admitted to recharging over 2,200
SIM cards used in cyber fraud operations,
including “digital arrest” scams where
victims are coerced into believing they are
under legal scrutiny and forced to transfer
money.
LINKS TO 'CYBER SLAVERY'?

Officials further revealed disturbing
links to "cyber slavery," with some victims
reportedly trafficked to Cambodia and
forced to participate in online fraud

activities under duress.

The recovered surveillance cameras
were allegedly used to monitor
surroundings and avoid detection during
operations.

The case highlights the growing
complexity and international reach of
cybercrime networks targeting Indian
citizens. Gurugram Police said further
investigations are underway to identify
additional links, trace financial flows, and
apprehend other members of the
syndicate operating both within India and
abroad. Authorities have indicated that
more arrests and disclosures are likely
as the probe expands, with efforts
focused on dismantling the broader
network and preventing similar operations
in the future.
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Why 2 Gulf States Want Iran War To
Continue - Even As They're Battered By It

When the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
signed the Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement (SMDA) with Pakistan, a num-
ber of members of Iran's Strategic com-
munity had expressed optimism. Since
the agreement had followed Israel's first
and unprecedented attacks on Qatar -
even if on Hamas members it alleged were
being sheltered there - these strategic
thinkers felt it would strengthen anti-Is-
rael cooperation and alliance in the region.
Some in Iran even expressed willingness
to join the alliance, as just a couple of
months prior to the SMDA, Iran had fought
its first direct war against Israel. It had
ended in a stalemate, but it put Iran on
notice. No longer was the conflict between
the two adversaries in the shadows, fought
through proxies. Now, any confrontation
would be direct.

The current war - named Operation
Epic Fury and Roaring Lion by the US
and Israel, respectively, has laid that op-
timism to rest. Since the early days of
the war, American media have reported
that Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman (MBS), the de facto power be-
hind the throne, had been urging the US
to go to war with Iran. In public posturing,
though, the kingdom has struck a differ-
ent note. It has called for diplomacy, for
easing of tensions between the Kingdom
and Iran.

A Decades-Old Problem

For Saudi Arabia, as indeed for other
states of the Gulf Cooperation Council -
UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman and Qatar -
Iran has been a threat since the Islamic
Republic was born in 1979, and whose
ideology and motto has been to import
the Revolution.

The Gulf monarchies are one of the
last absolute monarchies in the world.
Regime survival is prioritised over every-
thing else. Over the decades, Iran has
been a challenge to Saudi leadership of
the Muslim world, with its support for Pal-
estinians, the import of its ideology, and
by propping up proxies in neighbouring
Arab countries. Even though Shiites con-
stitute only 13-15% of the entire Muslim
world, Iran, with its strategically located
proxies, was able to create the Shia cres-
cent, stretching all the way from Iran
through Iraq, Lebanon and into Syria. To-
day, Syria is back in the Sunni fold, but
the Saudis have the Houthis close to their
borders, with Yemen on one hand and the
Popular Mobilisation Forces of Iraq on the
other - both of them Iran's proxies. More-
over, though Saudi Arabia is overwhelm-
ingly Sunni, it has a Shia population in-
habiting the very sensitive region where
its oil wells are located.

Iran Can't Be Underestimated

Atthe same time, Iran, which has been
under major sanctions for decades, has
proved how battle-hardened it is, first
through its eight years of war with Iraq,
later with the proxy wars it fought with the
US and Israel, and now in its direct con-
frontation with both. The Saudis and
Emiratis, however, having invested billions
of dollars in procuring expensive and mod-
ern weapons systems, have practically
lost their military campaign against the
ragtag Houthis of impoverished Yemen,
who have even succeeded in targeting
Saudi Aramco.

The 2023 "truce" between Iran and
Saudi Arabia, brokered by China, had
been a moment of great hope. In hind-
sight, however, it was only a camouflage
for the deep-seated suspicion and the
great trust deficit between the two.

The Post-Oil World

For the Saudis and the Emiratis, the
prime concern now is the pursuit of devel-
opment for a post-oil world. The UAE be-
gan earlier, positioning Dubai and Abu
Dhabi as the cities of the future, as im-
portant trade and logistics hubs and as
finance and tax havens. For the Saudis,
it is Vision 2030 - moving to a non-oil
economy to accommodate the large
youth population, and focusing on creat-
ing an economy driven by tourism, projects
like the NEOM city, IMEC connectivity and
logistical hubs, Al, etc. Constant conflict
and the threat of war is a major obstacle
to these plans. The Hamas-Israel war,
beginning from 2023 October, has been
an irritant, and the non-settlement of the
Palestinian issue has only played up the
ineffective Arab role in the region. Instead,
it was the Houthis and Hezbollah - Iran's
proxies - who intervened on behalf of Pal-
estinians and demonstrated their ability
to disrupt global trade along the Red Sea
by closing the Bab-el-Mandeb, a vital
waterway for Saudi and Emirati shipping.
It is possible that these considerations
were at play when, as per the first New
York Times report, the Saudi purportedly
urged the US to launch an attack on Iran.
Now, after the war has actually begun, the
Saudis and Emiratis realise just how in-
secure their defence proximity to the US
has rendered them. For decades, their
security has been tied to the US, but there
is no defence pact between them that
would activate American involvement
should the Arabs go to war. Neither did
the US care to inform them when it went
to war with Iran.

The Gulf Is The Biggest Victim

Both the Emiratis and Saudis, as well

as other Gulf countries, soon found them-

selves the target of Iranian reprisals. In
fact, on the very first day the war began,
the Dubai airport, its iconic Burj Al-Arab
hotel, the landmark Palm Jumeirah, and
Jebel Ali port were hit by missiles from
Iran or by debris from those intercepted.
The Iranians say they cannot target the
US, so they are targeting US bases in
the region, which are spread across the
six Gulf states, including in Saudi Arabia
and the UAE. The latest statistics show
that the GCC states have been on the
receiving end of 4,391 Iranian drone and
missile attacks - an astonishing 83% of
the total fired. Israel, on the other hand,
has been the recipient of just 17% of the
total fired. Of them, the UAE has suffered
the maximum number of attacks - 2156
times - perhaps also because of its close
relations with Israel. Saudi Arabia has
dealt with 723 drones and missiles, and
has suffered two deaths and several inju-
ries. Alongside this, Iran's proxies in Iraq
have also been targeting some of the Gulf
countries and Jordan.

Recently, Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain
and Jordan released a joint statement de-
manding that Iraq act immediately to stop
attacks from its territory by armed pro-
Iran groups. Earlier, they had also got the
UN to pass a resolution condemning Iran's
"egregious" attacks on critical infrastruc-
ture.

A Fear Of The Future

Such attacks are damning for these
countries. The targeting of Saudi Arabia's
Ras Tanura oil refinery, Aramco facilities
and the Shaybah oil field by Iran has al-
ready resulted in losses of millions of dol-
lars. The closure of the Strait of Hormuz
has also made the Saudis and Emiratis
unable to export much of their oil, gas,

fertilisers, and other petrochemicals. The
collateral damage has further caused them
reputational damage, denting their image
as financial and tax havens. Safety and
stability are vital for Gulf economies. In an
article for Arab News, Dr Abdel Aziz
Aluwaisheg, GCC assistant secretary-gen-
eral for political affairs and negotiation,
wrote, "The most urgent priority is to stop
Iran's attacks on GCC energy targets and
allow the transit of oil and gas shipments
through the Strait of Hormuz. The disrup-
tion of energy supplies has wreaked havoc
on the global economy and caused colos-
sal losses for many countries that are not
connected with the war. Threatening the
flow of trade through this passageway is a
clear violation of the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea." Meanwhile, even as Iran
bleeds and burns, it is still standing; the
regime, despite numerous losses, is go-
ing strong, and it is giving as good as it
gets. The US is now being seen as having
openly prioritised Israel's security over that
of its Gulf allies. Trump's recent statements
and reports of the US seeking negotiations
only point to the fact that America can with-
draw from the war just as suddenly as it
had begun it. And the Saudis and other
Gulf countries would be left to face the
music, with an angrier, fiercer, and possi-
bly more avenging Iran, and its proxies.
This may explain the more recent reports
that Saudi Arabia and the UAE now want
the war to continue - and that the King-
dom, along with the UAE, are willing to
put boots on the ground. Time will show
how things pan out for both Iran and Saudi
Arabia. But one thing is certain - close
alignment with the US in defence and se-
curity could not guarantee the Gulf monar-
chies protection from Iran's wrath.
Aditi Bhaduri

Oracle's layoffs explained: Why the IT
giant suddenly fired 30,000 employees

Oracle has laid off thousands of em-
ployees globally, with reports suggest-
ing that job cuts could be as high as
30,000, even as the company posted
strong revenue growth. While there is
no official confirmation on the total num-
ber, the layoffs are being seen as part
of a larger shift in the company’s strat-
egy, especially its growing focus on ar-
tificial intelligence and data centres.

The layoffs have impacted multiple
regions, including India and Mexico. In-
dia appears to be among the worst-hit
markets, with reports indicating that
nearly 12,000 employees may have
been laid off out of a workforce of around
30,000, according to ANI.

WHY ORACLE LAID OFF EMPLOY-
EES?

One of the key reasons behind the
layoffs is Oracle’s aggressive push into
artificial intelligence infrastructure. The
company has reportedly signed a $156
billion deal to build Al data centres over
five years, largely for OpenAl.

This expansion requires massive
spending. Oracle is expected to buy
around 3 million specialised chips to
support these data centres. Its spend-
ing on such infrastructure has increased
sharply, from about $6.9 billion annually
two years ago to nearly $50 billion this
year.

To support this scale of investment,
the company appears to be cutting costs

in other areas, including its workforce.
DEBT PRESSURE AND CASH
FLOW NEEDS

Oracle is also carrying significant
debt, estimated at over $108 billion. This
has added pressure on the company to
manage its finances carefully. Accord-
ing to estimates by investment bank TD
Cowen, the layoffs could help Oracle free
up between $8 billion and $10 billion in
cash flow. This money is expected to
be redirected towards funding its Al and
data centre expansion.

The company had also filed a restruc-
turing plan worth $2.1 billion in March,
with nearly $1 billion already spent be-
fore the layoffs were carried out. Another
factor behind the layoffs is growing con-
cern among lenders. The cost of insur-
ing Oracle’s debt has risen sharply,
reaching levels last seen during the 2009
financial crisis.

Barclays had earlier downgraded
Oracle’s debt, warning that the com-
pany was close to “junk” status, which
indicates a higher risk of default. Some
banks have reportedly stopped lending
to Oracle for these projects, adding to
the financial strain.

UNCERTAINTY AROUND KEY CUS-
TOMER

There are also concerns around de-
mand for Oracle’s new infrastructure.
OpenAl, one of the key customers for
these data centre projects, is reportedly

exploring newer and faster chips from
Nvidia. This creates a risk that Oracle’s
large investments in current-generation
infrastructure may not be fully utilised.
The company has already spent billions
on building facilities, including a major
project in Texas. Rapid changes in tech-
nology mean that chips can become
outdated quickly, even before data cen-
tres are fully operational.

Despite the layoffs, Oracle’s stock
rose about 6% on the day the news
emerged. The company had reported
quarterly revenue of $17.2 billion, its
highestin 15 years. However, the stock
has seen a sharp decline over a longer
period. It had touched a high of $346 in
September 2025 but is now trading
around $146. This decline has also im-
pacted the net worth of Oracle founder
Larry Ellison, whose wealth has report-
edly dropped significantly over the past
few months.

The layoffs are being seen as part of
a broader shift within Oracle, as it moves
towards capital-intensive Al infrastruc-
ture and cloud services. While the com-
pany is investing heavily in future growth
areas, the move has come at the cost
of job cuts across its existing business.

With high debt levels, rising costs,
and uncertainty around demand, Oracle
appears to be restructuring its opera-
tions to manage risks and fund its long-
term plans.
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Who's losing the war In Iran?

There is a simple way to know
who is losing a war. Look for who
is asking for peace.

Wars have casualties. Truth
is usually the first. Dignity follows
shortly after, limping behind with
a new medal pinned to its chest.

In May 2025, India launched
precision strikes on locations
linked to proscribed terrorist
groups operating from Pakistani
soil. Clean. Declared. Done and
dusted in a few hours. Concluded
on India's terms. Pakistan
retaliated. A surprise, because
India had made it abundantly
clear it had no interest in a war.
Pakistan opened fire
nonetheless. India responded.
Within days, Pakistan's air
defence grid had been reduced
to a memory. The Indian Air
Force was picking its targets the
way you pick a balloon at the air
rifle stall at Nauchandi mela.
Leisurely. At will. That is when
Pakistan picked up the phone
and called Washington. It
needed someone to make the
pain stop.

India's position was, as it had
been from Day 1, that it did not
desire a conflict. So thank you,
Washington, but ask the
generals to request the same.
When Pakistan's DGMO called
India's DGMO and asked for an
end to hostilities, India agreed.
A ceasefire was in place. Donald
Trump announced it to the world
before either country's defence
establishment could clear their
throats. He said he had done it.
He said he deserved the Nobel
Peace Prize.

On cue, Asim Munir declared
victory. He took a medal. He
awarded himself the designation
of Field Marshal, for life. A
remarkable achievement for a
man whose air defences had
turned to rubble and air fields had
curious craters. Pakistan's PR
machine went into full swing.
PM Shahbaz Sharif beamed and
thanked Munir. The Pakistani
media was on the megaphone.
Everyone was winning. It was the
most victorious defeat in
subcontinental military history.
India did no such drama. It did
not need to. The satellite images
were public. The craters did not
lie. The radar installations that
were supposed to protect
Pakistan's skies were not
protecting anything anymore.
India simply let the evidence sit
there in full view and got on with
its day. There is a quiet
confidence that comes from
knowing you do not need to say
aword. India had it. Pakistan had
a Field Marshal.

What is now unfolding in the
Middle East is Operation
Sindoor, the Hollywood version.
Recast on a global stage, with a
bigger budget, more combustible
geography, and a cast of
characters that makes
Apocalypse Now Redux less
dramatic.

On February 28, Israel and
the US struck the entire top
leadership of Iran in one strike.
Eliminated. Gone. Washington
believed this would shatter
Tehran's will, break the regime's

back, scatter its command, and
bring the matter to a swift and
satisfying conclusion. Shock and
awe. It had worked in Irag. It
would work in Iran. Well, the
script had a change.
Iran struck back. With a
vengeance.

It hit Israel. It hit American
bases across the Middle East.
It hit Arab states, nearly all of
them, the nations that had
quietly aligned themselves with
Washington and assumed their
geography would protect them.

Iran has lived under American
sanctions for decades.
Sanctions are supposed to
starve a country into submission.
What they actually did was teach
Iran to be extraordinarily patient,
moderately creative, and entirely
unimpressed by American
threats. When you have
absorbed punishment for 40
years, more punishment is
simply Tuesday.

The Strait of Hormuz is
closed. The rich American-
aligned Gulf states are
discovering what it means to have
that door shut from the inside by
the one neighbour they never
managed to befriend. Their
security guarantor hasn’t been
able to secure its bases, and is
brag-begging for it all to stop. Iran
is not begging. Iran is charging a
toll. And the toll is steep.

Guess who is asking for
peace.

Trump called Pakistan in
March 2026, just as Pakistan
had called Trump in May 2025.
The roles have simply switched.
The desperation has not. The
world's most powerful nation is
now requesting a sanctioned,
cash-strapped, structurally
fragile country to please have a

word with Tehran on its behalf.
The irony was rich enough to
serve at a state dinner. Pakistan
said yes, because Pakistan
finds itself to be useful to
someone. Iran said no. Not to
America, not even to Pakistan.
Iran was not interested in talking.
It had other things to do, like
hitting the Arabs where it hurts.

Steve Witkoff flew to
Islamabad. Don's own Damad,
Jared Kushner, flew too. Tehran
told them to bring someone
senior. America then sent Tehran
a 15-point proposal, passed
through Pakistan like a note in a
school test. All rejected as not
worth discussing.

Instead, Iran sent some points
of its own. Permanent control
over Hormuz traffic. Full
withdrawal of American military
bases from the region.
Compensation for damages
suffered. A binding guarantee of
no future attacks. These are not
the demands of a nation on its
knees. These are the demands
of a nation that has looked at the
other side's hand, examined
each card carefully, and found the
whole lot empty.

This is the same Trump who
told Zelenskyy he had no cards
to play. Today, Saudi Arabia has
sighed a defence deal with
Ukraine. The world noticed.
Trump's cards are seen.

Meanwhile, Trump goes in
front of cameras and tells
America and the world that he is
winning too much, that Iran is
begging, that the military might
of the United States has
obliterated Tehran's capacity to
resist. The vocabulary is familiar.
The cadence is familiar. It is the
same speech Asim Munir gave,
translated from Punjabi Urdu into

American English and delivered
with considerably more
production value. Munir had
epaulettes and a ceremonial
baton. Trump has Truth Social
and Caps Lock. The medium
differs. The message is identical.
We are winning. Please ignore
the craters.

The Pakistani PR operation
during Sindoor was a
masterclass in the genre.
Multiple anchors, multiple
platforms, multiple claims of
Rafales falling from the sky,
Pakistani drones hovering over
India Gate, Indian cities
trembling, great victory being
achieved in real time. The
wreckage of Pakistani air defence
was visible from space.

The claims were visible
only on Pakistani television.
Trump was adding numbers to
the fallen jets, 11 as per the last
trump count. Trump has studied
this playbook carefully, or
perhaps arrived at it
independently, because certain
instincts transcend borders,
languages, and basic military
reality. A broke Pakistan is now
presenting itself as a broker in
the current conflict. Islamabad is
discovering that there is
excellent diplomatic mileage and
dollars to be extracted from being
the only country on speaking
terms with both the US and Iran.

Iran has not spoken to
America. It says so, repeatedly
and publicly, with the particular
satisfaction of a nation that has
nothing to apologise for and no
reason to pretend otherwise.
Deterrence requires the other
side to be deterred. Iran is not
deterred. Iran is inconvenienced.
There is a considerable difference
between the two.

For America, expensive
radars have gone. AWACS
planes have gone. Fuel tankers
and fighter jets have gone. The
bases that were supposed to
project deterrence are now
projecting vulnerability.

Washington is now
considering putting boots on the
ground. This is a thought so
strategically reckless that it
must have taken considerable
effort to arrive at. There are
murmurs of something darker
still, a nuclear even, as though
the prospect of annihilation might
accomplish what months of
bombing, sanctions, shuttle
diplomacy, and Damad Kushner
have not. The truth is simpler.
Everything has failed. The
leverage is spent. The strategy
is in ruins. Iran has conceded
nothing, and it shows no signs
of beginning. Karl Marx said
history repeats itself, first as
tragedy, then as farce. Operation
Sindoor repeats itself. First in
Pindi. Now in Pars.

The fog of war is
generous to the losing side. It
permits them to paint pictures.
It allows them to schedule
victory parades. It lets them
hand out medals and
designations and Nobel Prize
nominations. But fog is
temporary. It lifts. And when it
does, the craters are still there.
The Strait is still closed. Iran has
still not picked up the phone.
Donald Trump is looking for an
exit, or offramp, as people call it
now. Iran is determined to not
make it convenient for him. It will
extract its pound of flesh, and
toll from Hormuz traffic. Trump
has not won this war. He is
losing it. Convincingly.

Kamlesh Singh

Trump's Iran War Is About To Become
Someone Else's Problem Soon

Iran's stubborn resistance
and its ability to withstand the
US and Israel's relentless
military campaign for over a
month have disrupted Donald
Trump's calculations. The war's
increasing economic and
political costs have pushed him
to seek a quick exit. He now
wants to leave Iran in two to
three weeks, whether or not
there is a deal. His comment,
ahead of a national address on
Wednesday evening, underlines
a stark reality: even after losing
its leadership and suffering
significant damage to its military
and economic infrastructure,
Tehran has shown no signs of
being as desperate as Trump to
end the war.

In his latest comment at the
Oval Office on Tuesday, Trump
insisted again that Iran was
"begging" for a deal, adding that
whether it happensis irrelevant
to America's timetable. Iran
strongly denied that it was
engaged in negotiations with the
US to reach a deal, while
admitting that messages had

been exchanged between the
two sides. Iran's president,
Masoud Pezeshkian, has said
his country has the "necessary
will" to end the war with the
United States and Israel as long
as certain conditions are met.

Trump's comment came
amid a growing buildup of US
forces in the Gulf. Thousands of
US Marines have already
reached the region and many
more are on their way. The US
military also began flying B-52
bomber missions over Iran on
Tuesday for the first time in the
war, a sign that Trump is
keeping the option open of
escalating in the belief that it
would help end the conflict
swiftly.

Trump's Ever-Changing
Wishlist

Trump has maintained that
the US has achieved its goal of
addressing Iran's nuclear
programme, despite roughly 450
kg of enriched uranium still
being present in Iran, believed
to be hidden in Isfahan.

His previous objective of

regime change also remains
unfulfilled, although he says the
regime has already changed. He
claims that Iran's new regime is
reasonable, disregarding the fact
that more hardline elements now
appear to be in control of the
country. Some of his Gulf allies,
including the UAE and Saudi
Arabia, want him to carry on the
military operation for that
reason.

The most important strategic
card Tehran has played in the
war has been to block the Strait
of Hormuz, through which about
a fifth of the world's oil and gas
passes. The near-closure of
Hormuz, along with attacks on
US bases and energy targets in
Gulf countries, has driven global
crude oil prices to $117 per
barrel on Tuesday and the
average petrol price in the US
to exceed $4 per gallon for the
first time in nearly four years.
Now, Trump claims Hormuz is a
problem for other countries to
handle. Oil prices fell after
Trump's comments about
leaving Iran.Donald Trump has

been angry with America's
European allies for their refusal
to get more involved in the Iran
war, particularly for not sending
their warships to protect ships
at Hormuz. "Go get your own
oil," from the Strait of Hormuz,
Trump said on Tuesday, lashing
out at his allies. But his anger
at US partners in Europe is not
limited to Hormuz. He wants
them to join the American and
Israeli military in fighting Iran,
a war he started with Israel,
without any consultation with
his allies. "You'll have to start
learning how to fight for
yourself, the USA won't be
there to help you anymore,
just like you weren't there for
us," Trump told his European
allies in a post on Truth
Social on Tuesday. Two
weeks ago, he had angrily
declared, "We don't need
anybody; we're the strongest
nation in the world", adding
that his request for assistance
in reopening the Strait of
Hormuz instead amounted to a
"loyalty test of America's allies".
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Did Americalose yet another war?

After threatening on Tuesday that a
“whole civilisation will die tonight”, US
President Donald Trump had to backtrack
and announce a two-week delay in

making good his threat. During this stand- |

down the US and Iran, along with Israel

in the wings, will attempt to negotiate

peace. Ironically, while the US maintains
an overwhelming military advantage, Iran
holds the strategic cards by controlling
the Strait of Hormuz and hence retaining
great influence on the price of gasoline
and diesel fuel and the state of global
stock markets.

On the current trajectory, the Iran war
will repeat past failures of the US to win
or to achieve successful outcomes in the
wars it has fought.

In the 1960s and early 1970s, the
Vietnam War was lost not on the
battlefields which the US military always
won, but in American TV and dining
rooms, where the succession of lies told
about the conflict and the 58,000 body
bags of American soldiers finally took
their toll.

In Afghanistan, the US also had
military superiority, but that was not
enough “to win”. Two decades of failed
“nation-building” that sucked in billions
of dollars produced weak pro-US
institutions that could not outlast the
Taliban’s resolve.

In Iraq after the 2003 invasion, the US
was successful in removing Saddam
Hussein’s regime. But that plunged the
country into chaos, fuelling instability
across the region for the following two
decades —to the detriment of the US and
its regional allies.

One of the reasons for these failures
is that successive US presidents have
been unprepared for the rigours of their

office when it came to matters of war and
peace. They have suffered from a
profound lack of knowledge and
understanding of the conditions for using
force; failure to challenge the
assumptions for going to war; hubris in
which American intellectual and military
superiority was taken for granted;
groupthink; and bureaucratic ineptness
in not testing all likely outcomes no
matter how proficient the US military was.
All this led to flawed strategic judgement.

It now appears that these past failures
infected the war in Iran. In every war game
and exercise played in the Gulf, the Strait
of Hormuz was shut. Did no one advise
Trump of that contingency or did he not
listen? And why did he elect to go to
war or in his terms launch an “excursion”
into Iran, repeating Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s colossal misjudgement
that Kyiv would fall in a few days?

The most plausible explanation came

from Secretary of State Marco Rubio
when he first admitted and then reversed
his statement that because Israel was
about to strike Iran first, the US had no
option other than to join the attack.
Preemption is a specious reason for
declaring war. The US could have told
Israel either to proceed or not.

But the hubris and complete lack of
understanding were apparent even before
the Israelis rushed Trump to make a
decision. His prime negotiators, Steve
Witkoff and Jared Kushner, lacked
technical knowledge on nuclear
weapons, which made them ineffective
in negotiations with the Iranians. The
White House misjudged and grossly
exaggerated the time it would take for
Iran to field a nuclear weapon and
advanced long-range missiles.

Furthermore, the success of the
Venezuelan operation and the
exaggerated expectation of US military

prowess blinded Trump, who readily
believed Israel’s narrative that the regime
in Tehran was about to collapse.

ow, reality has taken hold. Winning
every battle does not win the war. As with
the North Vietnamese and the Taliban,
Iran’s strategy of winning by not losing
bit. The closure of the Strait of Hormuz
proved to be the most formidable weapon
the Iranians wielded. With 20 percent of
global energy, much of the phosphates
required for fertilisers, and helium needed
for chip manufacturing sealed in the Gulf,
the consequences of a drawn-out conflict
were clear: economic disaster.

Iran’s metric for success was not the
number of US fighter jets downed or US
military bases hit. It was the price of
gasoline in the US and the dismal state
of stock markets.

Even at its start, the war was highly
unpopular, with nearly two-thirds of
Americans opposing it. High gasoline
prices and the risk of surging inflation
meant increasing social discontent ahead
of a key midterm election in the US.

Now Trump is faced with two
unsatisfactory choices. As with
President Lyndon Johnson during the
Vietham war, Trump can either accept
Iran’s conditions to end the war or
continue to escalate and get bogged
down in a drawn-out conflict — a
“forever war”.

For the time being, the US president
has opted for British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill’s notion that “jaw-jaw
is better than war-war”. Whichever way
Trump decides to go, given that he has
trapped himself with no good options, the
Iran war will prove to be the most
catastrophic decision he will have made
as president.

Anew regional order for the Strait of Hormuz

The GCC and Iran can come up with a new security architecture for the Strait of Hormuz that can give Trump an off-ramp.

The ongoing war of choice
launched by the United States
and Israel against Iran has
shattered the geopolitical status
quo in our region. As Washington
finds itself entangled in another
Middle Eastern quagmire,

reports suggest that US
President Donald Trump’s
administration is increasingly in
need of a political off-ramp.

The Hormuz littoral states
possess a rare, collective
opportunity to provide the
American president with an exit
strategy. By taking the initiative
to establish a new, locally
managed security architecture
for the Strait of Hormuz, our
nations can further elevate their
strategic significance in regional
geopolitics and the global
economy. The alternative to this
win-win scenario is prolonged
conflict that would ensure that a
new regional order is eventually
imposed unilaterally by Tehran.

Seeking to balance their
positions, the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states appear
trapped between two bad
options. Confronting Trump,
especially in the middle of a war,
would undoubtedly carry
significant costs and
unpredictable reactions from an
increasingly unpredictable
leader.

At the same time, their

inability to avoid being seen by
I[ran as at least passive
participants in the aggression
against the country makes them
legitimate targets under its
increasingly assertive military
doctrine, which seeks to prevent
the repetition of such wars for the
foreseeable future.

Yet, this reality also
demonstrates the limits of the
United States’
security patronage.
These limits—
especially during
what appears to be a
historically
unconditional alliance
with Israel in which
Israeli interests
increasingly trump
American interests in
the region—suggest
that the status
unsustainable.

A new order will inevitably
replace the existing one, as
conditions for all regional states
will further deteriorate if the
conflict continues to escalate.
There is no longer any scenario
in which Iran remains a target
while the GCC carries on as
usual, as was the case during
the 12-day war in June 2025.

Iran’s ability to choke the flow
of maritime traffic with $20,000
drones that can be produced
underground and launched from
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anywhere in the country
suggests that it possesses
immense leverage. Iranian
officials have clearly stated that
it will now be utilised to forge a
new order for Hormuz.
Relations between Iran and
the GCC states have seen ups
and downs since the Islamic
Revolution in 1979. The
relationship was defined by
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hostility for a long time until it
underwent a radical, positive
transformation in the past few

years.
Iranian attacks against the
military and economic

infrastructure in the GCC states,
along with the recent expulsion
of Iranian diplomats from some
GCC capitals, undoubtedly
constitute a severe setback and
aregression toward the past.
However, this crisis has also
demonstrated that security is a
collective good; the current war
proves how one state’s insecurity

- -

renders all states in the region
insecure. A security architecture
built at the expense of a
neighbour is no longer viable. Iran
has already begun dismantling
the former order, but the new
order does not need to be
exclusively Iranian in its design.

For a path forward, we can
look to Europe’s successful
historical experiences in
achieving a regional
order. From the
) Congress of Vienna,
which stabilised Europe
following Napoleon’s
wars of aggression, to
the gradual economic,
political, and security
integration that followed
World War Il, these
milestones should not
serve as templates, but
as sources of inspiration for our
region.

The Strait of Hormuz suffers
from a legal anomaly, as it
remains one of the few critical
maritime arteries of its kind
lacking a dedicated international
regulatory treaty. Unlike Turkiye,
whose sovereign control and
regional stability are in part
anchored in the Montreux
Convention regulating the
Bosporus and Dardanelles,
Hormuz operates without a
codified maritime framework,
which has made it uniquely

vulnerable to superpower
impositions throughout history.
The current war can thus, to
some extent, be understood as
a product of this unregulated
environment.

Convening a “Congress for
Hormuz” could help regional
states collectively design a
security architecture, fill this
legal vacuum, and ensure the
stability of not only our own
region but the global economy as
well.

The ultimate goal of such a
platform should be the
codification of a treaty that
formalises the status of the strait
and provides the legal certainty
currently absent, while also
elevating the strategic weight of
regional states in the global
economy by ensuring that the
management of Hormuz remains
alocal prerogative.

In the short term, this
framework can serve to reopen
the strait, providing Trump with a
way out of the quagmire by
claiming that his regional allies
have helped reopeniit. In the long
term, this framework would
protect GCC countries from a
patron willing to sacrifice
international law and regional
stability for the benefit of its
principal ally, Israel, an ally that
none of us will ever be able to
replace or compete with.
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U.S. and Iran prepare for talks, Israel
agrees to Lebanon negotiations

Negotiators from Iran and the U.S.
prepared for high-level talks with their
ceasefire still shaky Friday, as Israel and
Hezbollah traded fire and Tehran
maintained its stranglehold on the Strait
of Hormuz.
There remain many issues that could
derail the truce — as well as negotiations
for broader deal to permanently end the
war. Iran’s semiofficial Tasnim news
agency, close to the Revolutionary Guard,
claimed that talks set for Saturday
wouldn’t happen unless Israel stopped its
attacks in Lebanon. And U.S. President
Donald Trump complained that Iran was
“doing a very poor job” by not allowing
the free flow of ships through the strait,
through which 20% of the world’s traded
oil once passed.
Kuwait, meanwhile, said it faced a drone
attack Thursday night that it blamed on
Iran and its militia allies in the region.
Though Iran’s paramilitary Revolutionary
Guard denied launching any assault, it
has carried out attacks across the
Mideast in the past that it did not claim.
And yet, preparations for the talks
between Iran and the U.S. in Pakistan
appeared to move forward, with U.S. Vice
President JD Vance set to take off from
Washington. Negotiations between Israel
and Lebanon, meanwhile, are expected
to begin next week in Washington,
according to a U.S. official and a person
familiar with the plans, who spoke on
condition of anonymity due to the
delicacy of the matter.

Israel, Lebanon will have direct

negotiations

Israel's insistence that the ceasefire in
Iran does not include a pause in its fighting
with Hezbollah, which joined the war in
support of its backer, Iran, has threatened

to scupper the deal.

The day the truce was announced, Israel
pounded Beirut with airstrikes, Killing
more than 300 people, according to
Lebanon’s Health Ministry. It was the
deadliest day in the country since the war
began Feb. 28. Trump said Thursday that
he has asked Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to dial back the
strikes. Early Friday, Israel’s military said
it hit approximately 10 launchers in
Lebanon that had fired rockets toward
northern Israel a day earlier. Iran’s
parliament speaker, Mohammad Bagher
Qalibaf, warned Thursday that continued
Israeli attacks on Hezbollah would bring
“explicit costs and STRONG responses.”
Netanyahu, meanwhile, said that he
authorized the negotiations with Lebanon
“as soon as possible” with the aim of
disarming Hezbollah militants and
establishing relations between the
neighbors, which have technically been
at war since Israel was established in
1948.The Lebanese government had not
responded as of early afternoon Friday.

The timing and location of the talks were
first reported by Axios. Two days after
Israel's intense barrage, people sifted
through the wreckage of their homes,
trying to salvage whatever furniture and
personal mementos they could find in the
rubble. Some expressed gratitude that
they lost only their homes and belongings,
not their loved ones, as others had. “There
is no substitute for family,” said Wissam
Tabila, 35. “Everything else can be
replaced.”

Strait of Hormuz a sticking point
Iran’s closure of the Strait of Hormuz has
sent oil prices skyrocketing, driven stocks
down and roiled the world economy.
Tehran’s control over the waterway has
proved its biggest strategic advantage in
the war. The spot price of Brent crude,
the international standard, was around
$97 Friday, up more than 30 per cent
since the war started. Before the conflict,
over 100 ships passed through the strait
each day — many carrying oil to Asia.
With the ceasefire in place, only 12 have
been recorded passing

through.Underscoring the precarious
situation, a Botswana-flagged liquefied
natural gas tanker attempted to travel out
of the Persian Gulf via a route ordered by
the Revolutionary Guard, but suddenly
turned around early Friday, ship-tracking
data showed.

The head of the United Arab Emirates’
major oil company, Sultan al-Jaber, said
some 230 ships loaded with oil were
waiting to get through the strait and must
be allowed “to navigate this corridor
without condition.” U.S. President Donald
Trump complained about that situation,
writing on his social media platform: “Iran
is doing a very poor job, dishonorable
some would say, of allowing Qil to go
through the Strait of Hormuz.”

“That is not the agreement we have!”
Trump wrote of the trickle of ships Iran
has allowed to pass.

The ceasefire deal is still fragile
Questions also remain over the fate of
Iran’s missile and nuclear programs —
which the U.S. and Israel sought to
eliminate in going to war. The U.S. insists
Iran must never be able to build nuclear
weapons and wants to remove Tehran'’s
stockpile of highly enriched uranium,
which could be used to make them. Iran
insists its program is peaceful. Trump
has said that the U.S. would work with
Iran to remove the uranium, though
Tehran has not confirmed that.

The chief of Iran’s nuclear agency,
Mohammad Eslami, said Thursday that
protecting Tehran's right to enrich uranium
is “necessary” for any ceasefire talks.
More than 3,000 people have been killed
in Iran, according to a top Iranian medical
official. Iran’s government has not
provided any definitive death toll from the
weekslong war.

Deportation hearing for Indian extortion
suspect halted when officials can’t find him

member was put off on Thursday after
federal officials could not find the

suspect.

Just minutes into Abjeet Kingra’'s
deportation hearing, the Immigration and
Refugee Board (IRB) said it had lost track
of the Indian citizen.

The Canada Border Services Agency
(CBSA), which is attempting to deport
Kingra, also said it no longer knew his
whereabouts.

“Without knowing where he is, there’s not
much else we can do,” Azeem Lalji, the
IRB member overseeing the case, said
before shutting down the hearing.

The B.C. court, however, confirmed to
Global News that Kingra remained in

arson at a Surrey home.

The Bishnoi gang is an India-based crime
group behind a wave of extortion violence
targeting Canadian cities with large South
Asian populations.

It is a listed terrorist group in Canada,
which blames it for murders, shootings
and arsons targeting prominent South
Asian community members, businesses
and cultural figures.

Kingra s one of the first Bishnoi members
to face a deportation hearing amid a
crackdown against extortion in B.C.,
Alberta and Ontario.

But as the case was set to begin on
Thursday morning, he was not present.
The IRB said it thought he was detained

at the Pacific Institution in Abbotsford,
B.C.

When the jail staff did not bring him to his
virtual hearing, the IRB said it had just
learned that he had been moved but did
not state his new location.

The IRB member said the proceedings
would resume “in the very near future.” The
CBSA said it would try to find out where
he was being held.

Neither the IRB nor CBSA responded to
questions about the matter by deadline.
The B.C. government referred questions
to the federal government.

Mayor Brenda Locke of Surrey, where
Kingra allegedly committed one of his
crimes, said she was not familiar with the
matter “but if what's being reported is true,
Surrey residents have every right to be
outraged.”

“When someone linked to serious
organized criminal violence is before the
system, there should be no confusion, no
gaps, and no excuses,” she told Global
News.

“This extortion crisis has terrorized
families and businesses in our
community, and people expect
governments and agencies to act with
precision, urgency, and strength.”
Border officials are investigating 372
foreign citizens identified through B.C.’s
extortion task force, the CBSA said on
Thursday. Removal orders have been

issued for 70 of them. Thirty-five have
already been removed from Canada, the
CBSA said. The figures are as of March
12, 2026.

But a handful have also been sent to the
Immigration and Refugee Board for
deportation hearings, alleging they are
inadmissible to Canada.

Global News has learned that Kingra is
facing deportation for allegedly being a
member of a criminal organization.

Like many of those implicated in the
extortion crisis, Kingra entered Canada
on a student visa. He worked for a moving
company in Winnipeg.

But he was allegedly recruited into the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang, a crime group
based in India that makes money by
extorting victims in Canada.

Last August, Kingra pleaded guilty to
shooting the Vancouver Island home of
Punjabi singer AP Dhillon. He also set
fire to the victim’s cars.

A security camera recorded flames
erupting from the vehicles as Kingra
aimed a handgun at the house, fired off
14 shots and fled into the waiting car.
The Bishnoi gang took responsibility for
the attack.

“Your goal and your intent was essentially
to terrorize Mr. Dhillon at the behest of a
criminal organization known as the
Bishnoi gang,” the judge wrote at
sentencing.
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How does a majority government work?
What to know as Carney nears threshold

Prime Minister Mark Carney is
on the verge of turning his
minority government into a
majority, a possibility that lies in
the results of three byelections
Monday.

It's been seven years since the
Liberals enjoyed a majority of
seats in the House of Commons,
when then-prime minister Justin
Trudeau — who came into power
with a majority government in
2015 — lost seats in the 2019
federal election and was reduced
to a minority.

Since then, the party has had to
rely on opposition votes and
confidence agreements to
survive and pass legislation,
which under Trudeau was often
shaped by compromise with
parties like the NDP.

The Liberals under Carney won
169 seats in last year's federal
election. With the latest floor-
crossing from the Conservatives
by MP Marilyn Gladu this week,
the party now holds 171 seats
— just one shy of the 172-seat
majority threshold.

While crossing that threshold
could make Carney'’s political life
easier, experts say there will still
be ways for the opposition, the
public and even Liberal MPs to
keep the prime minister in check.
“The same mechanisms of
responsible government will still
be in place,” said Stewart Prest,
a political science lecturer at the
University of British Columbia.
Here’s what that could mean in
practice.

Stability and legislative

power
If the Liberals win just one of
Monday’s three byelections,
they would have 172 seats and
meet the official threshold for a
majority — one that is thin, but
functional However, one of those
Liberal MPs is Speaker of the
House of Commons Francis
Scarpaleggia, who only votes on
legislation and motions in the
event of a tie. Because a
functional majority would see
both the Liberals and the

Canada added 14K jobs in March
but unemployment rate unchanged

Canada added 14,000 jobs in
March, but the country’s
unemployment rate remained
unchanged at 6.7 per cent,
Statistics Canada said Friday.
While the employment was “little
changed” last month, it comes on
the back of a loss of 84,000 jobs
in February, which raised the
unemployment rate from 6.5 per
cent to 6.7 per cent.

Job growth was led by a category
the agency calls “other services,”
which includes repair and
maintenance work in the
economy, as well as the
professional, scientific and
technical services and natural
resources industries.
Canada’s natural resources
sector saw a three per cent
increase, adding 10,000 new
jobs. Nearly half of those jobs
came from Alberta alone.

The tariff-sensitive manufacturing
industry eked out a few thousand
job gains in March, while the
finance, insurance, real estate
and leasing sector led last
month’s losses.

While employment in health care
was little changed compared with

last month, the sector added
94,000 new jobs compared with
the same time last year. Over the
same period, Canada shed
44,000 manufacturing jobs.
Canadians earned higher hourly
wages in March compared with
the same time last year, with
average hourly wages rising 4.7
per cent — a jump from 3.9 per
centin February and the fastest
pace in 18 months. The

unemployment rate was steady
across age groups.

For people in the “core working
age” group —ages 25to 54 — the
unemployment rate was largely
unchanged at 5.8 per cent. While
youth unemployment rose 1.3
percentage points in February, to
13.8 per cent, it was unchanged
for youth between the ages of 15
and 24. The figure was below the
recent high of 14.6 per cent
recorded in September 2025. For
Canadians over 55, the
unemployment rate was 4.9 per
centin March. Canada’s economy
“still faces headwinds” in the
future, RBC economist Nathan
Janzen said in a note Friday.
“Trade uncertainty remains ahead
of negotiations to extend CUSMA
this summer, and higher energy
prices are cutting into household
purchasing power,” Janzen said.

combined opposition parties with
171 voting members on each
side, the government would have
to rely on the Speaker to break
those ties. Although
Scarpaleggia is a Liberal, he’s
not required to vote with the
government as Speaker, who will
normally vote to “maintain the
status quo,” according to
Parliamentary procedure. That
could mean preventing the
government from falling in a
matter of no confidence, but also
to keep debate open on
legislation to allow for a majority
of MPs to pass it in the future. If
the Liberals win two of the three
byelections Monday, they will
hold 173 seats, and 174 seats if
they win all three byelections,
which would let them pass
legislation without needing to
rely on the Speaker or on any
other parties to support them.

The Parliament of Canada
website notes that “most
majority governments finish their
standard four-year term in office
between federal elections.” That

doesn’'t mean Carney can get
fully comfortable, Prest said.
Even if the Liberals reach 174
seats, that will still be a slim
majority.“Mr. Carney still has to
keep that majority together, he
still has to keep the votes within
the Liberal caucus on his side,”
he said. “If Mr. Carney really
seemed to be no longer serving
the interests of the party and
Canadians, then there would be
conversations within that Liberal
caucus, and at the extreme,
there would a confidence vote.”
And, just as multiple MPs have
crossed the floor from the
Conservatives and NDP to the
Liberals since December, that
possibility exists in the other
direction as well. “There are
some more independently-
minded Liberal MPs,” Prest said.
“And clearly, if a member was
willing to cross the floor to the
Liberals, if things don’t go the
way that they expected, they
may choose to cross the floor
again, or perhaps sit as an
independent.”

Cuba president says he's not stepping
down’in defiant NBC interview

Cuban President Miguel Diaz-
Canel said he would not step down
in his first interview with a U.S.
network for NBC News’ Meet the
Press, which broadcast a portion
of the interview on Thursday. In a
nearly five-minute clip— part of a
longer interview scheduled to air
on Sunday — journalist Kristen
Welker asked Diaz-Canel if he
would be “willing to step down if it
meant saving Cuba.” Before
answering, Diaz-Canel, 65, asked
Welker if she had ever posed that
question to any other presidentin
the world. He asked: “Is that a
question from you, or is that
coming from the State Department
ofthe U.S. government?” “In Cuba,
the people who are in leadership
positions are not elected by the
U.S. government, and they don’t
have a mandate from the U.S.
government. We have a free

sovereign state, a free state. We
have self-determination and
independence, and we are not
subjected to the designs of the
United States,” Diaz-Canel said.
“The concept of revolutionaries
giving up and stepping down —it's
not part of our vocabulary.” Diaz-
Canel said he became president
not out of a “personal ambition or
corporate ambition or even a party
ambition,” but because of a
mandate by the people.“If the
Cuban people understand that |
am not fit for office, that | have no
reason to be here, then | should
not be holding this position of
president; | will respond to them,”
he said. Diaz-Canel also accused
the U.S. government of
implementing a “hostile policy”
against Cuba and said it has “no
moral to demand anything from
Cuba.”

Canadian Jeremy Hansen, Artemis Il crew to splash down after historic moon tr|p

Canadian astronaut Jeremy
Hansen and his three
American crewmates are on
the homestretch of Artemis II's
historic trip to the moon.

NASA says the four-person
crew and their Orion
spacecraft are to splash down
tonight in the Pacific Ocean,
off the coast of San Diego,
Calif., travelling at a mind-
boggling 38,000 kilometres an
hour. .

The astronauts looped the
moon this week in a six-hour
lunar flyby that took them
farther into space than any

humans before.Their return
marks the end of a 10-day
mission that saw humans
examine the moon up close for
the first time since the Apollo
flights of the 1960s and '70s.

Space officials say Artemis |

is ushering in a new era of
space exploration, with hopes
of planting boots on the moon
by 2028.

NASA says after
splashdown, the crew will be
examined aboard the USS
John P. Murtha before flying to

Johnson Space Center in o

Houston.
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Canada's economy adds 14,000 jobs in
March after February's whopping losses
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Canada's economy added a modest
14,000 jobs in March, Statistics Canada
said on Friday, clawing back a fraction of
the sharp job losses seen during the first
two months of the year.

The data agency's previous Labour Force
Survey from February showed a loss of
84,000 jobs, a result that was largely a
surprise to economists and analysts.
Given the earlier losses, "no one is going
to mistake this small back-up as a sign of
strength,"” wrote -

Douglas Porter,
chief economist
at Bank of
Montreal, in a
note to clients.
"Still, even a
small plus sign is
a positive, as is
the stable jobless “*
rate," wrote Porter. The unemployment
rate was unchanged at 6.7 per cent, and
there was little variation in the number of
full- and part-time employees in March.
Employment was up in the natural
resources industry and the "other services"
industry, which includes sectors like
personal and repair services. Jobs declined
in finance, insurance, real estate, rental
and leasing.

The number of private and public sector
workers was little changed, though the

number of workers in the public sector has
been growing at a faster rate on a yearly
basis.

Average hourly wages were up 4.7 per

cent, or $1.68, for a total average hourly |

wage of $37.73, which Statistics Canada
noted is the highest growth rate for wages |

since October 2024.
"The only really new news here is that
wages seemingly popped, which the Ban

of Canada will keep on eye on, particularly

asitis already on
high alert for
signs of any
spillover from
higher energy
prices to broader
inflation," wrote
Porter.

The Bank of
Canada's next
interest rate announcement is on April 29.
Jenna Benchetrit is the senior business
writer for CBC News. She writes stories
about Canadian economic and consumer
issues, and has also recently covered
U.S. politics. She was part of the team
that won a silver Digital Publishing Award
in best news coverage for covering the
2024 U.S. election. AMontrealer based in
Toronto, Jenna holds a master's degree in
journalism from Toronto Metropolitan
University.
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