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Pro= Active Drayage

—._ CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

DAN-PIV

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi,all Indian, Pakistani,English and All over The
World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

3AY USRSt 96% € 6% &% TomT 39 &
AUTCH J6%, HE 96, NIgHlS, oceltan,
fsmal i3 s T 9a8 T < MT WIS Hoe J
Instagram:|AMD]DANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Services d'embellissement féminin Am elio rez VOtre beauté
gJf3d1, IITHAT, SHM®, HHaBY, UstHaBa, Ind AcEl®

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair Styling

Bridal and Other, female
eautifying Services
b ‘f'"'S .

831 T3t B3uTe’ &% SHMS HA™H

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

f]ﬂ' é’]’ qaa HdJ In‘E'H - More services soon

74SIE otelVe rtul@uests
SR aune n PEA4IES1NGS.
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Virginia
Plunges America
Deeper into the

In a special referendum on April 21, Vir-
ginia voters narrowly approved a Demo-
crat-backed redistricting plan that crit-
ics rightly call one of the most brazen
partisan gerrymanders in modern Ameri-
can history. Promoted with misleading
ballot language about “fairness” and “in-
dependent commissions,” the measure
bypasses the state’s existing biparti-
san process and paves the way for new
congressional maps that could flip as
many as four seats toward Democrats
ahead of the midterms.

This is not reform. It is a power grab
dressed in democratic clothing, and it
threatens to deepen cynicism about
elections at a time when trust is already
fragile.

Virginia was once a model for redistrict-
ing sanity. After years of litigation and
negotiation, the state adopted a biparti-
san commission designed to curb ex-
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treme partisan map-drawing. That sys-
tem, while imperfect, forced compromise
between parties. Now, Democrats—
emboldened by narrow majorities and
national ambitions—have convinced
enough voters to scrap it in favor of maps
that heavily favor their party.

The proposed districts would carve up
the state to maximize Democratic-lean-
ing areas, particularly around Northern
Virginia’'s growing suburbs, while dilut-
ing Republican strongholds. Analysts
project it could leave Republicans with
only one reliably safe congressional
seat in a state that remains purple. In a
narrowly divided House, those four
flipped seats could determine control of
Congress and, by extension, the legis-
lative fate of the Trump agenda on bor-
der security, energy, taxes, and more.
Defenders claim the old maps were
themselves gerrymandered by Republi-
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cans or that this corrects historical im-
balances. But two wrongs do not make
a right. Independent analyses showed
Virginia's prior maps were among the
more competitive in the nation. The new
process discards independent input and
hands map-drawing power to politicians
with a direct stake in the outcome—
classic self-dealing.

The ballot language itself was decep-
tive, emphasizing vague “fairness” while
obscuring the partisan intent. Voters in
a low-turnout special election were
asked to amend the state constitution
on a complex issue. This is how democ-
racies erode: not with tanks, but with
incremental power plays sold as
progress.

The broader danger extends beyond Vir-
ginia. If this stands, it invites retaliatory
gerrymanders in Republican-controlled
states during the next cycle. We de-

scend further into a tit-for-tat arms race
where maps are weapons rather than
reflections of the people’s will. The Su-
preme Court has largely left partisan ger-
rymandering to the states and political
process, but that assumes good-faith
actors. Virginia’s move shows good faith
is in short supply.

Republicans, including Governor Glenn
Youngkin and Attorney General Jason
Miyares, have vowed legal challenges
and called on President Trump to ex-
plore every option, including bold ideas
like retrocession of certain areas or fed-
eral pressure. While some remedies are
extreme, the underlying grievance is le-
gitimate: voters deserve competitive dis-
tricts that respect communities of in-
terest, not engineered safe seats for
one party.

True reform would mean independent,
transparent commissions with clear cri-
teria—compactness, contiguity, respect
for political subdivisions—and bans on
using partisan data in drawing lines.
Both parties have sinned on this issue
historically. Virginia had a chance to lead
by example; instead, it chose short-term
partisan advantage.

The referendum’s narrow passage re-
veals a divided electorate. Many Virgin-
ians, especially in fast-changing sub-
urbs, prioritized other issues or bought
the fairness narrative. But conse-
guences will be lasting. Gerrymandered
maps entrench incumbents, reduce ac-
countability, and fuel polarization. They
make swing districts rarer and gover-
nance harder. America deserves better.
Virginia’s plunge into the gerrymander-
ing abyss should serve as a wake-up
call. States must resist the temptation
of self-serving maps. Congress could
consider national standards, though par-
tisan gridlock makes that unlikely. Ulti-
mately, voters must demand better and
punish parties that prioritize power over
principle. Until then, expect more cyni-
cism, lower turnout in safe districts, and
a House even less representative of the
nation’s purple reality. Virginia just made
the gerrymandering problem worse—for
everyone.

How the Sustainability Movement Backfires

The sustainability movement has
noble intentions: protect the planet,
preserve resources for future genera-
tions, and build a cleaner economy.
Yet in practice, many of its core poli-
cies—strict emissions regulations,
renewable mandates, degrowth
rhetoric, and hostility to fossil fuel
expansion—often achieve the oppo-
site of true sustainability by stifling
the economic growth that funds in-
novation, poverty reduction, and en-
vironmental progress itself. Economic
growth, properly understood as ris-
ing per capita GDP, is not the en-
emy of sustainability. It is the great-
est enabler. Wealthier societies in-
vest more in clean technology, en-
force environmental rules more effec-
tively, and see fertility rates and re-
source intensity decline naturally.
History shows this “environmental
Kuznets curve”: pollution rises with
early industrialization but falls as
countries grow richer and prioritize
qguality of life.

The sustainability movement fre-
guently treats growth as inherently

unsustainable, pushing policies that
constrain energy production, raise
costs, and slow innovation. Consider
aggressive phase-outs of reliable
baseload power without adequate
replacements. Blackouts in Europe
during cold snaps, California’s roll-
ing risks, and developing nations
forced into unreliable renewables all
illustrate the human cost. When en-
ergy becomes expensive or intermit-
tent, the poor suffer first—through
higher bills, lost jobs in energy-in-
tensive industries, and slowed devel-
opment that keeps billions in energy
poverty. Climate regulations that ig-
nore trade-offs backfire in other
ways. Carbon taxes or caps can re-
duce emissions on paper but drive
industry overseas to less-regulated
jurisdictions, resulting in “leakage”
with no net global gain. EV mandates
sound green until one accounts for
mining impacts, grid strain, and the
fact that many buyers revert to gas
vehicles when subsidies end. Plas-
tic straw bans and single-use restric-
tions generate headlines but do little

for ocean plastics while increasing
costs for consumers.

The movement’s anti-growth bias is
most evident in its rhetoric. Terms
like “degrowth” or “post-growth eco-
nomics” explicitly call for shrinking
rich economies. This ignores that the
fastest environmental gains come
from technological abundance—
cheaper solar and nuclear energy
through innovation, not rationing;
advanced batteries and carbon cap-
ture funded by profitable companies;
precision agriculture that reduces
land use.

Data bears this out. Since 1990,
U.S. GDP has roughly tripled while
criteria air pollutants have fallen dra-
matically thanks to technology and
wealth, not austerity. Global extreme
poverty has plummeted as develop-
ing nations pursued growth. Con-
straining that engine in the name of
sustainability risks reversing those
gains.

True sustainability requires balanc-
ing environmental stewardship with
human flourishing. That means all-

of-the-above energy strategies:
renewables where viable, but also
natural gas as a bridge, nuclear for
reliable zero-carbon power, and con-
tinued R&D without punitive taxes
that punish success. It means adapt-
ing to climate risks through resilient
infrastructure and innovation rather
than solely mitigation at all costs.
The sustainability movement back-
fires when it becomes an ideology
that prioritizes symbolic gestures
and centralized control over prag-
matic, evidence-based progress.
Policies that make energy scarce or
expensive do not save the planet;
they make adaptation harder and
breed political backlash, as seen in
recent European reversals on green
deals and U.S. shifts under the cur-
rent administration. Economic growth
is sustainable when paired with
smart environmental safeguards. The
greatest threat to long-term planetary
health may be the very movement
claiming to protect it—if it continues
to treat prosperity as the problem
rather than the solution.
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Debt, Exploitation, and Burnout — The Real Price
Many Indian Students Pay for a Dream in Germany

(Special Investigative Report: by
TSAI)

Germany has emerged as a top
destination for Indian students, with
numbers surging to an all-time high of
approximately 59,000-59,419 in the
2024/25 academic year (up from
~28,900 in 2020), making Indians the
largest international student group.
Public universities offer near-tuition-free
education (often just «300-400 per
semester in administrative fees), strong
STEM programs, an 18-month post-
study job-seeker visa, and pathways to
skilled work visas amid Germany’s 1.4
million+ labor shortages. Many Indian
graduates in engineering, IT, and tech
thrive, with Indians reporting some of the
highest median gross monthly wages
among foreign workers (~+5,393, 41%
above the German average for full-time
roles) and low unemployment rates.
However, a DW News Reporter
investigation (aired March 21, 2026,
titled “Debt, exploitation, burnout: The
price many Indian students pay for a life
in Germany”) and a related February
2026 DW Business Beyond report
expose a darker underbelly for a
significant subset of students. The video
follows Indian students like Chirag
Esrani (pursuing a master’s in
International Management in Berlin) and
Matthew (computer science at a private
university). High hopes collide with
reality: expensive private universities,
massive loans, exploitative gig work
(especially food delivery via
subcontractors), crushing living costs,
language barriers, and burnout. This
creates a vicious cycle that derails
studies and mental health.ases) as of
April 2026. Data is current but subject
to policy changes.*

This report verifies the DW findings
through cross-referenced sources
(DAAD data, German embassy
statements, Euronews reporting on the
IU scandal, and official visa policies) and
investigates the roles of unscrupulous
immigration consultants, German
universities, and both governments.
While systemic successes exist,
preventable exploitation—driven by profit
motives and weak oversight—traps
many.

Key Points from the DW Video
(Verified)

The 12:35 DW Reporter piece (YouTube:
Uv5luvQ3Mtg) documents:

Debt: Private universities charge
*7,000-10,000+ per year (plus
admission fees), versus near-zero at
public ones. Students arrive with Indian
bank loans (often * 10-30 lakhs+ at high
interest). Chirag works as a delivery
driver to service debt.

Exploitation: Limited legal work hours
(20 hrs/week or 140 full days/year) +
visa pressures push students into the
gig economy. Subcontractors for
platforms like Lieferando/Uber Eats use
cash payments, WhatsApp
coordination, and loopholes to evade
labor laws—resulting in long hours,

below-minimum effective pay, unsafe
conditions, and threats.

Burnout: Juggling 20+ hour workweeks,
studies, high rents (+800—-900+/month
in cities like Berlin), groceries,
insurance, and bureaucracy leads to
exhaustion, depression, and academic
struggles. Language barriers (B2/C1
German often required for good jobs)
compound this.

Private vs. Public Divide: Private
institutions (e.g., U International
University of Applied Sciences) are
portrayed as profit-driven “cash cows”
with poor structure, self-taught content,
and limited job recognition. Public
universities (via Uni-Assist) are
recommended but more competitive.
Advice in Video: Research
independently; prioritize public/STEM
programs; learn German early (free DW
courses); seek scholarships; avoid
residency illusions.

These align with the earlier DW
Business Beyond report on South Asian
students trapped in delivery work and a
broader pattern of aggressive marketing
promising “affordable education + high-
paying tech jobs.”

Role of Unscrupulous Immigration
Consultants

Indian-based agents (and some tied to
private universities) are a primary driver
of the problems. They charge high
“complete package” fees (* 4-8 lakhs+
per student) while promising easy
admissions, visas, affordable living, and
quick PR/jobs. Many have contracts with
private (sometimes non-German)
universities and earn commissions per
enrollment—steering students away from
free public options.

German Ambassador to India Philipp
Ackermann issued repeated public
warnings (2025-2026): “Don’t believe
your agents too much... they have their
own agenda.” He cited ~25% student
visa rejection rates, often due to
misrepresented documents, fake
admissions from unrecognized
institutions, or hybrid programs not
meeting full-time in-person rules.
Victims frequently have no refunds or
recourse.

The 2025 IU Berlin crisis exemplifies this:
Hundreds (up to thousands) of Indian
students faced deportation notices or
forced remote completion after Berlin's
immigration office ruled hybrid/online-
heavy programs at IU did not qualify as

full-time study. Students had paid
*20,000-+30,000+ (often via agent-
facilitated loans) based on promises of
on-campus degrees. IU suspended new
international admissions in Berlin; many
were left in financial ruin.

Verification: This is not isolated—
German missions report systematic
exploitation by a “small group” of
agents.

Role of German Universities

Public Universities: Largely blameless
and high-quality (TU9 group, etc.). Low
cost, rigorous, strong industry links.
Challenges are admission
competitiveness and German-language
requirements.

Private Universities (e.g., IU, others):
Profit-oriented, English-taught/hybrid
programs designed for internationals.
Easier entry but criticized as “degree
mills” with lower recognition, especially
outside niche fields. They benefit from
agent pipelines and charge 10-20x
public fees. The IU hybrid scandal
highlights accreditation/visa compliance
gaps that left students stranded.
German universities overall gain
revenue from internationals (who pay
higher private fees), but public ones
contribute to Germany’s skilled
workforce goals.

Role of the German Government
Proactive recruiter and regulator, but with
enforcement inconsistencies:

Attracts Talent: Low barriers (blocked
account ~+11,904 proof of funds), 18-
month post-study visa, EU Blue Card
pathways. Actively courts Indians amid
demographic/labor shortages. Faster
processing and 90,000+ skilled visas
targeted annually for Indians in some
proposals.

Warnings & Enforcement: Embassy
alerts against agents; tightened hybrid
visa rules (2025) to prevent abuse—
directly causing IU fallout but protecting
standards.

Gaps: Labor protections in gig economy
lag (subcontractor loopholes persist).
Bureaucracy in residence permit
renewals (strict on funds/performance)
adds stress. Housing shortages hit
everyone.

Overall, net positive for prepared
students; reactive fixes address
abuses.

Role of the Indian Government
Limited and indirect:

Education loans (via public banks) are

readily available, enabling debt but
without strong tied safeguards or
repayment support for abroad study
failures.

No highly visible, Germany-specific
crackdown on agents in 2025-2026
searches. General MEA/embassy
advisories exist on study-abroad fraud
(fake documents, overpromising), and
APS certification is now mandatory for
Indian applicants to prevent fakes.
Consulates/Indian Student Associations
(ISG) provide on-ground support. Broader
skill-development pushes exist, but
regulation of education consultants
remains fragmented (state-level, often
weak enforcement).

Result: Families bear the brunt; many
students lack pre-departure realism
checks.

Life, Future, and Career Prospects:
Balanced Outlook

Risks for Unprepared Students
(especially private unis, non-STEM, poor
German): High dropout/debt rates, mental
health crises, gig-work traps, limited job
outcomes, potential deportation (as in 1U
cases).

Opportunities for Prepared Students
(public unis, STEM/engineering/IT, B1+
German, internships):

70-75% of Indian master’'s graduates
secure jobs in Germany within ~8 months
(higher in IT/engineering).

Strong retention: Two-thirds of
international students plan to stay; EU
Blue Card after qualified job offers.

High employability in Germany’s
industrial/tech economy; Indians excel
when integrated.

Recommendations (for students, families,
stakeholders):

Students: Apply directly via Uni-Assist/
DAAD.de to public universities. Learn
German early. Budget realistically
(blocked account + living costs). Avoid
“complete package” agents.

Indian Government: Strengthen consultant
licensing, mandate disclosures, expand
awareness campaigns, and tie loans to
accredited public programs.

German Authorities: Enhance gig-
economy labor enforcement; clarify
hybrid rules transparently; expand
affordable student housing.
Universities/Agents: Full transparency
on fees, program formats, and job
outcomes.

Germany remains a viable, often
superior alternative to tightening
markets like the US/Canada/UK—for
those who do their own research. The
DW investigation serves as a vital
reality check: the “German Dream”
rewards preparation but punishes
naivety and profiteering. Success
stories abound, but the documented
human cost demands accountability
from all parties involved.

This report draws on verified primary
sources (DW investigations, DAAD
statistics, official embassy
statements, Euronews coverage of U
cases) as of April 2026. Data is
current but subject to policy changes.
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Regime Change Is the Only Responsible
Option to Eliminate the Threat of Iran

The images from the Strait of
Hormuz this week tell the story
better than any briefing. Tankers
idling under the shadow of
American naval patrols, Iranian
speedboats buzzing at the edges
of the blockade, and a fragile
ceasefire that everyone knows is
one miscalculation away from
collapsing into open war.
President Trump’s
administration has imposed the
toughest sanctions and military
pressure Iran has faced in
decades. Yet here we are, three
months after the U.S.-Israel
strikes that decapitated much of
the old regime’s leadership,
negotiating with a harder-line
IRGC-dominated government
that still funds proxies, enriches
uranium, and threatens the
global oil supply. Enough.
Regime change is not a
neoconservative fever dream or
an imperial fantasy. Itis the only
responsible, realistic option left
if we want to eliminate the Iranian
threat permanently rather than
manage it for another generation.

Let’'s be clear about the
timeline that brought us here. In
early 2026, after years of broken
JCPOA promises, proxy attacks
on shipping, and nuclear
advances that IAEA inspectors
could no longer pretend were
peaceful, the United States and
Israel launched precision strikes
on key military and nuclear sites.
The operation was surgical, not
the all-out invasion critics
predicted. Key figures in the old
clerical-military nexus were

eliminated. Trump declared it the
beginning of the end for the
regime. For a brief moment, the
Iranian people seemed poised to
seize the opportunity. Protests
flickered in Tehran, Isfahan, and
Shiraz. Then the IRGC
reasserted control with brutal
efficiency, installing a new
hardline leadership even less
interested in compromise than its
predecessors. The result? A
tense ceasefire, U.S. blockade
of the Strait, and Vance-led talks
that have gone nowhere. Iran is
stringing us along while it
rebuilds its missile program and
waits for the political winds in
Washington to shift.

Critics of regime change say
it's too risky, that it could
destabilize the region further, that
we tried it in Irag and Libya and
paid dearly. Those are fair
historical cautions, but they
ignore the fundamental
differences here. Iraq in 2003 had
no popular domestic movement
ready to fill the vacuum; Iran in
2026 does. Decades of economic
mismanagement, corruption, and
theocratic repression have left
the Iranian people exhausted.
Polling data smuggled out and
diaspora reporting consistently
show that a clear majority want
an end to the Islamic Republic,
not reform within it. The 2022—
2023 Woman, Life, Freedom
protests were only the latest
chapter in a long revolt against
the mullahs. Unlike Saddam’s
Iraq or Gaddafi's Libya, Iran has
a sizable, educated middle
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class, a history of secular
governance under the Pahlavis,
and exiled opposition figures like
Reza Pahlavi who command
genuine respect inside the

country.
The alternative to regime
change is perpetual

management of an existential
threat. Every few years we get
another round of talks, another
“deal” that Iran violates the
moment it can, another cycle of
sanctions relief followed by
renewed aggression. The Strait
of Hormuz blockade is costing
the global economy billions
already; imagine what happens
if Iran decides to mine it or sink
a tanker. Proxy militias in
Yemen, Iraq, Lebanon, and Gaza
continue to receive arms and
cash. Nuclear breakout time, by
most credible estimates, is now
measured in weeks, not months.
And all the while, the regime
exports its ideology of martyrdom
and anti-Western hatred to a new
generation raised on state
television that blames every
hardship on “Zionists and
Americans.”

Some will argue that
supporting regime change
means endorsing war. That's a
deliberate conflation. The
United States does not need
to invade Iran with ground
troops. What it needs is a
coherent strategy of maximum
pressure combined with
maximum support for the
Iranian people. Targeted
strikes on military

infrastructure,
sanctions that starve the IRGC
of revenue, and aggressive
information operations that
bypass regime censorship.

airtight

Above all, it requires
abandoning the fantasy that
the current leadership can
ever be aresponsible partner.
They cannot. Their ideology
forbids it. The Islamic
Republic’s foundational
premise is opposition to the
liberal international order.
Expecting it to moderate is
like expecting the Soviet
Union to embrace capitalism
while Lenin was still alive.
The economic case is
equally compelling. Iran sits
on some of the world’s largest
oil and gas reserves. Under a
post-theocratic government
aligned with the West, those
resources could flow freely,
stabilizing global energy
markets and lifting the Iranian
people out of poverty. Instead,
the regime funnels petrodollars
into missiles and militias. The
blockade is hurting ordinary
Iranians more than the elites
because the elites have
already stashed fortunes
abroad. Regime change would
end that parasitic dynamic.
Of course, success is not
guaranteed. Any transition
carries risks of fragmentation
or revenge cycles. But the
status quo guarantees
perpetual crisis. We have
watched this movie before:
North Korea’'s hereditary

dictatorship, Venezuela’'s
socialist collapse, Cuba’s
endless stagnation. Totalitarian
regimes do not evolve into
democracies through polite
diplomacy alone. They require
sustained external pressure and
internal courage. The Iranian
people have shown the courage.
It is time for the West to supply
the pressure without apology.

The Trump administration has
already taken bolder steps than
its predecessors. The blockade
is a masterstroke of leverage.
But half-measures will not
suffice. Declaring regime change
the explicit goal, coordinating
with Israel and Gulf partners, and
preparing a post-regime
stabilization plan that includes
rapid economic relief and
security guarantees for minorities
are essential next steps.
Anything less invites the next
crisis, the next tanker attack, the
next nuclear scare.

History will judge this
moment not by whether we
avoided short-term discomfort,
but by whether we had the clarity
to end a decades-long threat
once and for all. The Iranian
regime is not a normal nation-
state with negotiable
interests. It is a revolutionary
theocracy whose survival
depends on exporting chaos.
The responsible choice is to
help the Iranian people bury it.
The alternative is to condemn
another generation to live under
its boot and the world to live
under its shadow.
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Yale’s Self-

Reflection

Offers Hope for
Higher Education

(®) Honesty Over Hype
N Yale confronts hard truths
with courage.

Learning, Not Lecturing

A commitment to open inquiry
and diverse ideas.

A Better Path Forward
Self-reflection today,

stronger universities tomorrow.

Amid the well-deserved cri-
sis of public trust in elite
higher education, a quiet
miracle is unfolding at Yale.
A committee of professors,
tasked by President Maurie
Mclinnis, has produced a re-
port that cuts through de-
cades of ideological drift
with refreshing clarity: the
core purpose of the univer-
sity is “to preserve, create
and share knowledge.” The
method? Academic excel-
lence pursued through
merit, rigor, and intellectual
humility. To serve democ-

racy, universities must be-
come considerably more
meritocratic, not less.

This is not revolutionary. It
is a return to first principles
after years of mission
creep—DEI bureaucracies,
viewpoint conformity, politi-
cized departments, trigger
warnings, and a collapse in
public confidence. Polls
show trust in higher ed at
historic lows, especially
among conservatives and
working-class Americans
who see elite campuses as
hostile to their values and
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detached from reality.

The Yale report acknowl-
edges what many insiders
long denied: grade inflation,
declining standards in hu-
manities and social sci-
ences, self-censorship
among students and faculty,
and the transformation of
universities into vehicles for
social activism rather than
disinterested inquiry. “Stud-
ies” departments often
function more as ideological
training grounds than cen-
ters of scholarship. Admin-
istrative bloat diverts re-

sources from teaching and
research.

The proposed remedies are
straightforward yet radical
in today’s climate: recom-
mit to merit in admissions
and hiring, protect viewpoint
diversity, reduce the power

4 of DEI offices that some-

times act as ideological
enforcers, and refocus on

truth-seeking over social en-

gineering. The committee
recognizes that when uni-
versities prioritize equity
outcomes over excellence,
they betray their reason for
existence and lose the
public’s faith.

This self-reflection is mi-
raculous precisely because
it is rare. Most elite insti-
tutions responded to post-
2020 and post-October 7
reckonings with defensive-
ness or cosmetic changes.
Yale’s willingness to con-
front internal failures—
politicization, intolerance of
dissent, erosion of stan-
dards—offers a model. If
other lvies and flagship pub-
lics follow, higher education
might begin repairing its
reputation.

Critics will dismiss the re-
port as too little, too late,
or accuse it of conservative
dog-whistling. But the com-
mittee was internal, com-
posed of Yale faculty. Its
emphasis on excellence
and knowledge is classi-
cally liberal, not partisan.

True diversity includes ideo-
logical diversity; true inclu-
sion does not require com-
pelled speech or loyalty
tests.

The stakes are high. Elite
universities train future
leaders in business, law,
medicine, government, and
culture. When they become
echo chambers, society
suffers—polarization deep-
ens, innovation stagnates in
taboo fields, and public
funding faces backlash.
Restoring meritocracy is
not about excluding groups;
itis about judging individu-
als on ability and achieve-
ment, which benefits every-
one, including historically
disadvantaged students
who thrive under high stan-
dards.

Yale’s report is no panacea.
Implementation will face re-
sistance from entrenched
interests. Cultural shifts
take time. But honest self-
criticism is the essential
first step. If universities re-
discover their vocation as
places where ideas com-
pete rigorously and truth is
pursued without fear, they
can regain the public trust
they have squandered.

In an age of declining stan-
dards and rising skepti-
cism, Yale's academic
miracle is a small but vital
sign of hope. Other institu-
tions should take note—
and act.
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The Iranian People Need More Than
Talks — They Need the Internet

A Digital Marshall Plan Can Empower Them to Overthrow the Regime’s Lies

ile diplomats shuttle
between capitals
haggling over

sanctions relief and enrichment
caps, the real battlefield for Iran’s
future is notin Vienna or Geneva
but inside the minds of 88 million
Iranians cut off from the truth. The
regime’'s  monopoly on
information is its greatest
remaining weapon. State
television, filtered internet, and
morality police keep the
population in a controlled
information bubble. Break that
bubble with unfettered access to
the outside world and the
theocracy’s days are numbered.
A Digital Marshall Plan —
deploying Starlink terminals,
encrypted apps, and satellite
broadband on a massive scale —
is not a sideshow. It is the
decisive front in the struggle to
liberate Iran.

The evidence is already in.
During the 2022 protests, every
time the regime briefly loosened
its internet controls or protesters
used smuggled VPNSs, footage of
brutality and calls for secular
democracy went viral. The

|

moment connectivity was
restored, the regime’s narrative
crumbled. The same pattern
repeated after the recent U.S.-
Israel strikes. Brief windows of
uncensored social media
showed ordinary Iranians
cheering the removal of hardline
commanders and demanding an
end to the Islamic Republic. Then
the IRGC slammed the gates
shut again. The lesson is
obvious: the regime fears its own
people more than it fears
American aircraft carriers.

A Digital Marshall Plan would
cost a fraction of traditional
military operations yet yield
outsized strategic returns.
Imagine thousands of Starlink
dishes —rugged, portable, solar-
powered - smuggled or
airdropped into border regions,
universities, and sympathetic
villages. Paired with training on
circumvention tools,
cryptocurrency wallets for
funding dissidents, and Al-
powered translation of
uncensored news, this
infrastructure would let Iranians
see the world as it is, not as the
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mullahs claim. They would
discover that their economic
misery is not caused by Western
sanctions alone but by decades
of kleptocratic mismanagement.
They would watch live streams
of their own protests rather than
regime-edited propaganda. Most
importantly, they would connect
with the vast Iranian diaspora that
stands ready to support a
democratic transition.

Critics will call this
destabilizing or an act of
cyber-war. The truth is the
opposite. The regime is
already waging cyber-war
against its citizens through
filtering, throttling, and arrests
for “improper” online speech.
Providing tools to bypass that
is defensive, not offensive. It
is no different from Radio Free
Europe broadcasting behind
the Iron Curtain. The Soviet
Union collapsed not because
of tanks rolling into Moscow
but because its people learned
the truth about their own
system. The same dynamic
applies here. The
technological and diplomatic
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pieces are already falling into
place. Elon Musk’s Starlink
has proven its resilience in
conflict zones from Ukraine to
disaster areas. With U.S.
government backing and
coordination with Israel and
friendly Gulf states, coverage
could be established rapidly.
Funding could come from
frozen Iranian assets and
private philanthropy. Reza
Pahlavi and other opposition
voices have already signaled
support for such an initiative.
The Trump administration,
which understands leverage
and disruption better than
most, should make this a
centerpiece of its Iran policy.
The payoff extends beyond
Iran. A free Iran would stop
funding Hezbollah, the Houthis,
and Hamas. It would normalize
relations with Israel and the
Sunni world. Oil would flow
freely. A young, tech-savvy
population would become a force
for innovation rather than
instability. The entire Middle East
would breathe easier.
Opponents of bold action

prefer endless talks that achieve
nothing while the regime inches
closer to a bomb. They fear the
unknown of a post-regime Iran
more than the known horror of the
current one. That fear is
understandable but ultimately
self-defeating. The Iranian people
have already voted with their feet
and their voices in every protest
wave since 2009. They do not
need Western armies; they need
Western bandwidth.

The ceasefire and Hormuz
blockade buy us time, but time
without a strategy is just delay.
A Digital Marshall Plan is the
strategy. It empowers the only
force capable of truly ending the
threat: the Iranian people
themselves. History shows that
when citizens gain access to
information and each other,
tyrannies fall. The Islamic
Republic is no exception. The
question is not whether
connectivity will doom the
regime. The question is whether
the United States and its allies
will have the courage to
accelerate that outcome before
the next crisis forces our hand.
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The End of India's Decades-
Long North-South Political Truce

Delimitation, Women's Reservation, and the Federal Reckoning
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The collapse of the

Constitution (131st Amendment)
Bill, 2026, marks not just a
legislative defeat but the formal
rupture of a fragile, decades-old
political truce that has
underpinned India's federal
democracy since the 1970s. At
its core, this truce was a quiet
bargain: Southern states, which
achieved earlier demographic
transitions through aggressive
family planning, education, and
economic reforms in the post-
Independence era, accepted a
freeze on Lok Sabha seat
allocation (based on the 1971
Census under the 42nd
Amendment and extended by the
84th Amendment until after
2026). In exchange, the North—
with higher fertility rates and
population growth—did not
immediately translate its
demographic weight into
disproportionate parliamentary
dominance. This compromise
preserved national unity, allowed
the South to punch above its
weight economically
(contributing disproportionately
to GDP via states like Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, and
Andhra Pradesh), and prevented
the kind of centrifugal federalism
that has torn apart other multi-
ethnic federations.

The bill's failure—widely
described as a "foregone
conclusion” due to Southern and
opposition resistance—
shatters this equilibrium. By
tying the popular 33%
women's reservation
(originally passed as the 106th

Amendment in 2023 but
unimplemented pending
delimitation and census) to an
immediate or accelerated
delimitation using 2011
Census data, the government
was accused of using women's
empowerment as political
cover for a power shift.
Opposition leaders, including
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
and DMK allies, argued it
would penalize Southern

states for "governance
excellence" in population
control while rewarding

Northern states' higher growth.
Southern representation could
drop from ~25-30% of seats to
as low as 18-20% in an
expanded House, diluting their
voice on national policy
despite their outsized
economic contributions (e.g.,
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
alone account for ~15-18% of
India's GDP while comprising
~10% of population).
Historical Context and
Data-Driven Analysis:
Delimitation has always been
politically explosive in India.
Post-1952, seats were
allocated based on population,
but the 1976 freeze (via 42nd
Amendment during
Emergency) froze allocation
at 1971 levels to incentivize
family planning. The 84th
Amendment (2001) extended
this to 2026, explicitly to
reward states for demographic
responsibility. The 2011
Census showed stark
disparities: Uttar Pradesh's
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population (~200 million then)
vs. Tamil Nadu's (~72 million),
with fertility rates in the North
often 0.5-1 child higher.
Projections for a post-2026
delimitation (after the delayed
2021 Census, now slated for
2026-27) suggest the North
could gain 100-200+ seats,
while the South loses relative
share—even as Southern
states lead in human
development indices (HDI),
literacy (>80% in many), and
per capita income.
Economists note this creates
a "representation paradox™:
Southern taxpayers subsidize
Northern welfare schemes
(e.g., via GST and Finance
Commission devolution) yet
risk losing leverage over
national budgets.

The bill proposed
expanding Lok Sabha to ~850
seats to accommodate
women's quota without
immediate seat loss for
anyone—but critics like
Tharoor called this "political
demonetisation,” hasty like
2016 demonetization, risking
gerrymandering and BJP
advantage in Hindi-heartland
strongholds. Amit Shah's last-
minute assurances (50% seat
increase across states,
commitment to caste census)
failed to sway the united
opposition (Congress, DMK,
TMC, etc.), who framed it as
an assault on federalism.
Voting math was telling:
NDA's 298 "Aye" vs. 230 "Nay"
reflected Southern/ opposition
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solidarity overriding numerical delimitation. Without consensus,
majority. future exercises risk violence,
Implications for litigation, or constitutional crisis.

Democracy and Federalism:
This is a rare check on
majoritarian executive
dominance. As The Hindu
editorial "Deservedly dead"
argued (April 18, 2026), the
"ramrod approach" ignored all-
party consensus on women's
reservation, demanding instead
a proper census, parliamentary
committee consensus, and
decoupled implementation. It
exposes trust deficits: Southern
Chief Ministers (Stalin, Naidu,
etc.) have long warned of
"second-class" status. Broader
risks include demands for Rajya
Sabha reform (currently
population-neutral but
vulnerable), state reorganization
(e.q., breaking up large Northern
states like UP into smaller units
for better governance, as Tharoor
suggested), or even fiscal
federalism renegotiation.

For the Modi government, this
is an embarrassment—signaling
hubris after 12 years of legislative
dominance—and a boost to
opposition unity ahead of 2029
polls. It revives "federalism vs.
franchise" debates: Does "one

person, one vote" (pure
majoritarianism) trump
developmental equity?

International parallels (U.S. Senate
giving equal state representation
despite population variance; EU
weighted voting) suggest hybrid
models could balance this, but
India's Constitution (Article 81, 82)
prioritizes population post-

Women's Empowerment
Angle and Missed Opportunity:
The quota itself enjoys near-
universal support (women's
groups, parties across
spectrum). Yet linking it to
delimitation delayed
implementation (now potentially
post-2029 or later). Critics argue
standalone passage via simple
legislation or interim
mechanisms was feasible; the
government counters it required
constitutional tweak for seat
readjustment. The defeat delays
empowerment but opens space
for genuine debate—perhaps a
new bill post-census with
safeguards for Southern states
(e.g., minimum seat floors,
performance-based bonuses).

Forward Path and Risks: A
parliamentary committee for
consensus (as The Hindu urges)
is essential. Failure risks North-
South polarization in 2029
elections, economic backlash
(Southern investment flight), or
judicial intervention. Positively,
it could force deeper federal
reforms: population-stabilization
incentives, equitable devolution,
or breaking mega-states. In a
polarized polity, this
"democratic opening" (per
analysts) tests whether India
evolves as a cooperative
federation or fractures along
demographic lines. The truce's
end is painful but perhaps
necessary for mature
federalism.
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JD Vance’s European tour was
supposed to be a victory lap for the new
Trump-era foreign policy: unapologetic
nationalism, deal-making with
strongmen, and skepticism of endless
wars. Instead, it became a case study
in how domestic slogans do not
automatically translate overseas. Viktor
Orbéan’s landslide defeat on April 12 at
the hands of Péter Magyar’s centrist-right
Tisza party, combined with stalled Iran
negotiations, handed the vice president
a very bad week and handed Trumpism
a warning about its international brand.

Orbéan had been the poster child for
the global populist right. He built a
political machine on anti-migration
rhetoric, cultural conservatism, and
defiance of Brussels. Vance’s visit to
Budapest was meant to signal solidarity
with that model. Instead, Hungarian
voters delivered a stunning rebuke. High
turnout, anti-corruption sentiment, and a
broad coalition that included moderates,
liberals, and even some conservatives
swept Tisza to a supermajority. Orban’s
illiberal experiment, once seen as
durable, proved vulnerable to voter fatigue
with cronyism and economic stagnation.
The parallels to MAGA are uncomfortable
but instructive.

Domestically, Trumpism thrived on
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economic discontent, cultural backlash,
and anti-elite fury. Abroad, the same
formula encounters different realities.
Hungary’s voters did not reject
conservatism; they rejected the particular
flavor of centralized power and patronage
that Orban had perfected. They wanted
competence and accountability alongside
conservative values. Vance's embrace of
Orbén looked, to many Europeans, like
endorsement of the very strongman
politics that Americans themselves claim
to oppose when it suits them. The optics
hurt.

The Iran piece of the trip fared no
better. Vance’'s attempts to broker an
end to the Hormuz standoff ran into the
same wall every previous negotiator has
hit: an Iranian leadership that views
concessions as weakness and believes
time is on its side. The new IRGC
hardliners have no interest in the kind of
grand bargain Trump once pursued. They
want sanctions relief without giving up
their nuclear program or proxies. Vance
returned with little to show, reinforcing the
impression that personal diplomacy and
deal-making, while powerful tools, cannot
substitute for a coherent long-term
strategy when the other side’s ideology
is fundamentally irreconcilable.

None of this means Trumpism is
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doomed internationally. It does mean it
must adapt. The lessons from Hungary
are not that populism fails but that it must
deliver results beyond rhetoric. Anti-
corruption, economic growth that
benefits the working class, and cultural
confidence without descending into
cronyism or authoritarian drift are what
voters ultimately reward. Orban forgot the
first two; American conservatives must
not.

For the Iran file, the bad week
underscores the need for the regime-
change realism outlined above. Vance’s
talks bought time, but time must be used
to implement maximum pressure and the
Digital Marshall Plan. Pure
transactionalism without a clear
ideological component leaves the U.S.
negotiating from a position of moral
equivalence that the mullahs exploit.

Trumpism’s strength has always been
its willingness to speak plainly about
threats and reject failed orthodoxies. Its
risk is over-personalizing foreign policy
and underestimating how domestic
governance failures abroad can
undermine the brand. Vance’s week was
a reminder that ideas and execution
matter more than any single trip or
handshake. The movement can learn from
Hungary’s election: voters everywhere
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want prosperity, security, and
accountability. Deliver those without the
excesses, and the populist wave will
endure. Fail, and even friendly nations will
look for alternatives.

The coming months will test whether
the administration absorbs these lessons
or doubles down on the same playbook.
A course correction on Iran — pairing the
blockade with aggressive support for the
Iranian people — and a more nuanced
approach to international partners would
turn a bad week into a valuable
education. The alternative is watching
Trumpism’s international appeal erode
one election cycle at a time.

Here are the five additional
**standalone, publication-ready opinion
articles** (each over 1,000 words), written
as if for major outlets and grounded in
the real 2026 developments: Viktor
Orban’s decisive defeat by Péter
Magyar’s Tisza Party on April 12, the
Virginia redistricting referendum,
sustainability critiques, Yale's self-
reflective report, and tensions involving
the new American Pope Leo X1V and the
Trump administration. They adopt the stylistic
voice and perspective of the original trending
pieces (e.g., Ross Douthat-style nuance for
the Hungary lessons, Maureen Dowd flair for
the Pope, etc.).
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Four directors to leave Montreal Port
Authority board this summer

The federal agency overseeing
the Port of Montreal is set to
undergo a major shakeup of its
board of directors, causing further
upheaval in the organization after
the mysterious departure of its
chief executive earlier this month.

Four of the six directors
currently sitting on the Montreal
Port Authority board will reach the
end of their maximum nine-year
terms this summer and make
way for new recruits, according
to information shared with
reporters after the organization’s
annual meeting Thursday.
Chairwoman Nathalie Pilon is
among those departing the board,
set to leave in July. A seventh
board seat is vacant. That board
turnover is happening as the port

authority deals with a sudden
stream of senior executive
departures and works to finalize
a commercial agreement for a
new container port terminal in
nearby Contrecoeur, Que. Prime
Minister Mark Carney recently
broke ground on the site, calling
it “a big, ambitious” project that
will be key to boosting Canada’s
non-U.S. exports. Last month,
Paul Bird, the port's chief
commercial officer, left to join
Alto, the Crown corporation
developing Canada’s first high-
speed train. Then, late on Good
Friday, the port authority
published a news release
announcing that then-chief
executive Julie Gascon had
“ceased her position” effective

immediately. It gave no reason for
the departure and no thanks for
her service — a courtesy that's
typically granted to executives.
Just days later, the port
authority confirmed that Alban
Fournier, chief financial and
technology officer, was leaving for
a post in the private sector after
just 17 months on the job. He is
joining 5N Plus Inc., a maker of
semiconductors and performance
materials. Port officials continue
to cite contract confidentiality
when asked why Ms. Gascon left,
but insist there was no
wrongdoing involved or misuse of
public funds. They also reject the
notion there is a leadership
vacuum. “This organization is
bigger than a few individuals,” Ms.

Pilon told reporters during a news
briefing Thursday, noting the port
authority employs 270 people. “I
have full confidence in the team
and in our ability to work together
to pursue our mission.” Ms. Pilon
said finding a new CEO is the
board’s top priority at the
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moment, adding it could take
several months. When Ms.
Gascon left, the port authority
said a special board committee
is now ensuring leadership of the
organization on an interim basis
in collaboration with other senior
executives.

Doug Ford says he reversed course on private
jet purchase after hearing public’'s concerns

Ontario Premier Doug Ford
said he reversed course on
keeping his $28.9-million private
jet because he listened to the
public’s concerns about the cost,
but also said he believes he faces
more scrutiny than other
politicians. Speaking to reporters
on Monday, Mr. Ford addressed
for the first time the controversy
surrounding his government’s
decision to purchase a preowned
2016 Challenger 650, made by
Quebec company Bombardier.

On Sunday, Mr. Ford
announced he would be selling the
plane — just two days after the
acquisition was revealed publicly.
“I heard from the people, and I'm
the Premier that listens to the
people. If they don’t like
something, I'm not too shy to
change my mind and say, ‘Okay,
this isn’t the time,” Mr. Ford said
in Ottawa, where he was attending
a business summit alongside
several other premiers. While Mr.
Ford said he’s “made mistakes,”
he added that he believes he faces
more media scrutiny than other
politicians. He said both the
federal government and Quebec
have purchased jets at higher
costs but did not receive the same
level of blowback as he did. “When
| do it, | guess there’s a double

standard,” Mr. Ford said.

He added that he should have
been out in the public earlier
making the case for why the plane
was necessary. Mr. Ford said the
province took possession of the
plane last week, and that his staff
are working with Bombardier to
sell the plane immediately at the
same cost. The plane was to be
operational in July, and the deal
to buy the plane came together
in the past few months, the
Premier’s office said. The
purchase put Mr. Ford offside with
other provinces, such as British
Columbia and Alberta, whose
premiers fly commercial.

Mr. Ford’s office defended the
purchase last week by saying the
cost of Ontario’s plane was
“significantly less” than the $107-
million Quebec paid for its fleet of
one preowned and two brand-new
Challenger 650s, and the $753-
million that the federal
government paid for six new
Global 6500 jets. Elodie Masson,
a spokesperson for Quebec’s new
Premier Christine Fréchette, told
The Globe last Friday that the
Quebec government has three
medical planes that are not used
by the Premier. She said Monday
that Ms. Fréchette travelled by car
to Ottawa when she met with

Prime Minister Mark Carney last
week.

Ms. Fréchette was swornin as
Premier last week, taking over for
Francois Legault. Her office
declined to discuss Mr. Legault’'s
travel. In a follow-up e-mail, Sarah
Bensadoun, a spokesperson with
Quebec's transport ministry, said
the government charters planes for
the Premier’s travel.

“No aircraft has been used

exclusively for the travel of
Quebec’s premiers for several
years now. For all their travel,
aircraft are chartered,” she said.
“The other aircraft in the
government air service’s fleet are
used for aeromedical evacuations
(Challenger) and forest firefighting
(tanker aircraft).”

Mr. Carney’s office directed The
Globe to a press release from the
new Defence Investment Agency

from December, 2025, confirming
that the federal government
awarded a contract to Bombardier
for six Global 6500 aircraft for the
Royal Canadian Air Force, with the
firstaircraft expected to be delivered
by summer of 2027. The aircraft
are to be used for aeromedical
evacuations, disaster relief,
humanitarian aid and national
security operations, the release
said.

WestJet joins Air Canadain hiking baggage
fees to offset high jet fuel costs

WestJet has hiked baggage fees amid soaring
jet fuel prices, marking its third increase in two-
and-a-half years. As of Thursday, customers will
pay an extra $5 each for the first and second bag
checked in advance, and an extra $10 each for
the first and second bag checked at the airport,
the Calgary-based airline said in an e-mail.

Passengers with overweight or oversized
luggage will also pay $50 more than before. “These
updates are due to
industry revenue trends
as well as impacts
from current global
conditions,” said
W e s tJ et
spokesperson Jen
Booth. The decision
mimics Air Canada’s
move last week to ==
raise baggage fees, =
which will increase to |
$45 from $35 for the
first checked bag in its
basic economy class
on domestic, U.S. and
sun destination flights.

Rewards program members will continue to
receive a $5 baggage fee discount on the first
prepaid checked bag. The pricier policies are
among a slate of measures including fuel
surcharges, higher fares and scaled-back flight
schedules that airlines in Canada and across
the globe have implemented in a bid to offset the
high cost of fuel triggered by the war launched
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by the U.S. and Israel against Iran nearly two
months ago. Amid a shaky ceasefire, Air Canada
last week announced it would suspend a half-dozen
routes, citing fuel costs that render them
unprofitable. On Monday, WestJet laid out flight
capacity cuts from April through June — that
month’s reduction will reach 6 per cent.

Transat said Wednesday it would axe about
1,000 flights thanks to energy shocks triggered
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by the ongoing closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
which typically carries about a fifth of the world’s
oil. Jet fuel prices shot up at an even faster pace
than crude oil amid the threat of massive shortages
as the closure drags on and refineries in the
Persian Gulf deal with damage from Iranian
attacks. On Thursday, the price of jet fuel from
the U.S. Gulf Coast sat at roughly double prewar
levels.
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Ontario introduces promised bill to take
Toronto’s stake in Billy Bishop Airport

The Ontario government has introduced
legislation that would fulfill Premier Doug
Ford’s vow to expropriate the City of
Toronto’s stake in its island Billy Bishop
Airport, in an attempt to override local
objections to expanding the facility’s runway
to accommodate jets. The bill, a move
promised by the Premier last month, puts
muscle behind his recent championing of
long-dormant plans to extend the facility’s
waterfront runway hundreds of metres into
Toronto’s harbour in order to accommodate
jet aircraft and millions more passengers a
year.

Mr. Ford has said the changes are
needed to allow Billy Bishop to compete
with the larger Pearson International Airport
and boost economic growth. He has also
said he would use new powers to designate
the airport as a “special economic zone,” a
move that would allow the government to

suspend any provincial or municipal law to
speed up the expansion of the facility. But
Mr. Ford said this would take place after
consultations. Both Ontario’s Premier and
the topic of jets have been in the headlines
for other reasons lately. Last week, the
government bought a $28.9-million
Challenger 650 jet for Mr. Ford’s use on trade
missions and visits around the province, as
well as, he said, for his ministers and other

Quebec consumer protector urges caution
around online air ticket deals

Quebec’s consumer protection office is
warning travellers to watch out for websites
selling plane tickets at prices that seem too
good to be true. The Office de la protection du
consommateur says it has seen a rise in
complaints from people who booked cheap
airline tickets, only to discover their
reservations weren’t upheld.

The office says some consumers were
informed days before their trip that the original
price won't be honoured and were offered new
tickets at a higher price. It says some were
also told that the original tickets can't be
refunded, or that a large cancellation penalty
willapply. The office says the problems involve
businesses that act as intermediaries and
don'thave a valid travel agent permitin Quebec.
It notes that British-based Flights & Holidays
UK Ltd. was fined more than $6,000 in 2024
for violating Quebec consumer protection laws
that bar sellers from charging customers a
higher price than what's advertised. Sara Eve
Levac, a lawyer and analyst with consumer

protection group Option consommateurs, said
her organization has also received complaints

about the issue, although she hasn't noticed §

anincrease in recent weeks.

“People will book their trip on a website,
like a platform that reserves travel, and they
get informed that plane ticket cannot be
honoured, they can't give them the trip,” she
said. “And then they charge them extra or

they offer something else, butit's much more £

expensive.” She said the platforms are often
foreign-based, which makes it harder for
travellers to seek recourse.

The Quebec consumer protection office
suggests that buyers verify that the sites
they're using have a Quebec travel agent
permit, which means buyers could be eligible
for reimbursement from a compensation fund
if they are overcharged. They say buyers
whose reservations aren’thonoured can also
initiate a chargeback on their credit cards and
can reach out to the office for guidance on
how to get their money back.

uses. But after a public outcry, he
announced days later that the plane would
be sold. He has denied the purchase was
related to his plans to intervene in and
expand Billy Bishop Airport.

With the legislation introduced by his
Transportation Minister, Prabmeet Sarkaria,
the province would take ownership of the
city’s airport lands, removing the
municipality from the 43-year-old deal that

governs the airport, known as the tripartite
agreement. The deal, signed by the
municipality, the Toronto Port Authority (a
federal agency) and the federal government,
currently bans jets but allows the turboprops
now flown in and out of the airport by Porter
Airlines and Air Canada. The province said
the bill would also result in the expropriation
of one-third of city-owned Little Norway Park,
on the mainland across from the airport.

Asked whether the park would be
demolished, Mr. Sarkaria told reporters that
the airport was an “expansive project” and
that it was common for airports to protect
land around them. He said Ontario would
work with the city. His spokeswoman,
Dakota Brasier, later told reporters that the
portion of Little Norway Park being taken
would remain a park. She said it was being
expropriated because it was part of the
city’s airport lands.

Water levels begin to stabilize in
Quebec despite continuing floods

= A - e

Officials in parts of Quebec are
expressing cautious optimism as river
levels appear to stabilize, even as the
number of flooded homes continues to rise.

The City of Gatineau says that water
levels rose less than expected on Tuesday;,
suggesting the surrounding rivers are
stabilizing and nearing their peak. The city
says around 190 buildings are potentially
flooded, while another 300 are isolated due
to road closures. The province’s flood
monitoring website suggested water levels
are stable or going down in many of the
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most heavily-impacted areas, including
the province’s single major flood in Fort-
Coulonge in western Quebec.

Waters were still rising in Rigaud,
west of Montreal, where a pair of
homeowners could be seen using a boat
to carry themselves and their pet dog to
safety. But in the city itself, Montreal
Mayor Soraya Martinez Ferrada said
officials have learned lessons from the
major floods of past years and have been
able to install barricades to keep homes
dry so far.

Communities across central and eastern Canadaon flood alert

Communities across the central and
eastern parts of Canada are on high alert
as officials warn of spring flooding caused
by rainfall and rapidly melting snow.
Medically vulnerable residents of a First
Nation community located 180 kilometres
north of Winnipeg are being moved out in
advance of anticipated flooding. Manitoba
Infrastructure Minister Lisa Naylor says

Peguis First Nation is proceeding with the
partial evacuation in case rising water levels
of the nearby Fisher River render local roads
impassable. The community has been
sandbagging since last week, but Chief
Stan Bird said Tuesday it remained to be
seen whether all of the 200 or more homes
that might need protection will get barriers.

Tents and teepees have also been set up

inside the community arena, according to
Naylor. There are no current plans to
evacuate more people, but leaders in Peguis
are preparing for the possibility.

A flood warning was in place Tuesday
for Brandon, Man., along with four other
communities across the province.
Environment and Climate Change Canada
says recent flooding has been driven by a
combination of rain and rapid snowmelt.
Those conditions have also led to flood

| warnings in Ontario, Quebec and farther

east. The Canadian Climate Institute says
climate change is driving increasingly
severe and frequent floods in many parts
of Canada.

In New Brunswick, the Saint John River
reached flood stage east of Fredericton, a
designation given to water levels that begin
to incur significant costs to the province.
The Environment Department says levels
reached 4.26 metres at Gagetown, N.B.,
Tuesday morning, with a peak expected
at 4.4 metres over Wednesday and
Thursday. Several trails along the river are
closed in Fredericton as the capital city
remains under a flood warning, along with
the rural community of Jemseg. Flood

watches were declared for areas around
Saint John and Oromocto, while five other
locations had advisories in place. A
spokesperson for the New Brunswick
Emergency Measures Organization said
water levels should begin dropping by
Friday if the weather remains dry and cool.
But Paul Bradley warned that water
volumes could easily spike again. “As
long as there’s snow on the ground
somewhere and precipitation, all it takes
is the combination of those things flooding
into the system that’s going to raise the
levels again,” Bradley said in a Tuesday
interview.

He warned people against getting
close to the river. “The water is cold.
Hypothermia is a risk. The water is
moving fast. You can be swept away in a
hurry and there’s debris floating by it,”
Bradley said. “That's really our message
right now: stay away from the water. And
people that live near waterways, if they're
not prepared, they should be.” Parts of
southern, central and northern Ontario
remained under flood warnings on
Tuesday, according to a government flood
map.
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At a South Vancouver long-
term care home, Jhosie Sico has
forgotten what proper sleep feels
like, because she now gets up in
the middle of the night to change
her 30-year-old son’s diaper and

help turn his body. She never |

imagined her retirement would be
like this before AJ Sico suffered a
traumatic brain injury, broken legs
and other shattered bonesinacar-
ramming attack at Vancouver’s
Lapu Lapu festival last April 26. “I
have to take care of him, 24-7,
more than full time. It's like, I'm
back to taking care of a baby,” she
said.

Cherry blossoms are
transforming springtime
Vancouver into a sea of pink and
white. But 35-year-old Alejandro
Samper prefers to spend part of
the spring in his late parent’s
home country of Colombia. Spring
in Vancouver only brings back
painful memories, since the loss
of his mother, father and sister in
the attack. “Every day | break, |
cry, feel very intense pain, but I'm
still here, right? So, I'm doing the
best | can just to survive and live
through this,” said Samper.

In Burnaby, 54-year-old Roland
Nulada is learning how to talk and
walk again at his home. He
pushes his walker one step at a
time as his wife, Carlyn, anxiously

follows, celebrating the
achievement. “Life isn’'t the same
anymore after the tragedy,” said
Carlyn Nulada, whose husband
suffered a brain injury, a fractured
skull, a broken right arm, and a
broken right leg in the attack.

A year after the Lapu Lapu
tragedy, healing remains elusive
for its victims, their families, and
the Filipino community that had
been celebrating the event named
after a national hero when a black
SUV plowed through the crowd,
killing 11 and injuring dozens. Rev.
Francis Galvan, the pastor at

Doing the best to survive’. O
Ing remains elusive for Lapt

Sacred Heart Parish in Delta,
B.C., said there are “so many
broken relationships,” divisions
and anger in the community
following the attack. Instead of
unity, there were protests at the
recent Lapu Lapu Day of
Togetherness over whether it
should have gone ahead, a week
before Sunday’s anniversary of the
attack.

There have been divisions and
rival proposals about where to build
a Filipino community centre. Some
victims and relatives have
denounced the handling of

Prosecution wraps up case against Majcher,

ex-Mountie accused of foreig

Federal prosecutors have
abruptly closed their foreign-
interference case against former
RCMP officer William Majcher on
the third day of a B.C. Supreme
Court trial slated to last much
longer. Prosecutor Charles Hough
announced the decision
Wednesday morning, just minutes
before another former Mountie and
associate of Mr. Majcher was set
to testify for the Crown. Mr. Majcher
is charged with violating the federal
Security of Information Act for
allegedly helping Chinese police in
2017 prepare to threaten Hongwei
(Kevin) Sun, a Vancouver-areareal
estate investor accused of a
massive fraud in China. Justice
Martha Devlin noted that the
prosecutors’ decision to close the

— -

Crown’s case was unexpected.
She adjourned the hearing until
Thursday morning so the defence
could have time to decide how to
proceed before she retires to make
her decision.Mr. Majcher’s lead
lawyer, lan Donaldson, said he
needed the time to decide on his
next move.

“I'm not faulting anyone, I'm
only saying | only learned this
within the last hour and it's a very
different case now than | was
expecting,” Mr. Donaldson told the
court. Over two days, the court
heard testimony from two
Mounties, as well as former
RCMP deputy commissioner
Peter German and a civilian digital
forensics examiner with the force
—but very little evidence that was

n Interference

tied directly to Mr. Majcher’s alleged
crime. Prosecutors signalled in
pretrial motions that they would
focus on an e-mail he sent to an
associate detailing how he would
use as leverage an Interpol “red
notice,” a request to police forces
around the world to arrest someone
pending legal action in another
country — in this instance, China.
Mr. Majcher was arrested amid
reporting and a national debate on
rising foreign interference in
Canada that eventually resulted in
a national public inquiry. Justice
Devlin had already narrowed the
scope of the Crown’s case in
pretrial hearings over the past six
months that were just made public
last week after Mr. Majcher elected
to be tried by judge alone instead
of a jury. She ruled that Mr.
Majcher’s Charter right to be safe
from unreasonable search and
seizure was violated when
Mounties executed a June, 2023,
warrant on the Vancouver home of
his colleague —the same man who
was slated to testify Wednesday
before the Crown wrapped its case.
Justice Devlin found that Mounties
again violated Mr. Majcher’s
constitutional rights a month later
when he was arrested at Vancouver
International Airport.

donations, feeling neglected by
the process and upset by
spending of donations on things
like healing circles and art therapy
that they say ignore their needs.
Galvan said the fallout from the
attack has been like a
continuation of the tragedy. The
divisions and disagreements can't
be easily solved with a community
centre or another fundraiser,
although they matter, he said.
The priority should be
compassion and sensitivity to the
needs of victims and families,
Galvan said. “The victims and

Canadian airfares

ne year on,
Lapu victims

their families, especially those
who have died, they have no more
voices to say anything,” said
Galvan, “That’s why we pray for
them, we become their voice and
their family members.”

Adam Kai-Ji Lo has been
charged with 11 counts of
second-degree murder and 31
counts of attempted murder for
the attack. No trial date has been
set. Alejandro Samper said his
parents were the “most
generous, kind, beautiful people
you would ever meet.” “They
touched everyone’s heart.
Anyone who would meet them
would instantly be drawn to them.
They loved helping other people
in need. They loved helping
animals. They were truly amazing,
incredible people.” Samper said
healing will be a “lifelong
process,” since “every day the
pain is there, and it's just as
intense as the first day.”

“I've done a lot of inner work,
a lot of healing ceremonies, a lot
of counselling, a lot of travelling
back home to my country to
reconnect with my roots, my
family, doing everything | can to
just survive and really to just
heal,” said Samper. The long path
to healing is a common thread
among the experiences of both
survivors and victims’ families.

rise for first time

in two years as cost of jet fuel soars

The war in Iran has triggered a
reversal in the nearly two-year
trend of annual decreases in
airfares, with energy shocks from
the conflict prompting a year-over-
year rise in Canadian ticket prices
last month. Statistics Canada
data released Monday shows that
fares rose 2.9 per cent compared
with March, 2025.The last time
the consumer price index notched
a year-over-year increase for air
travel was June, 2024. March
fares also rose nearly 5 per cent
on a month-to-month basis,
bucking their typical seasonal
trend. Ballooning jet fuel prices
are driving the recent surge, with
airlines passing on some of the
cost to passengers, said National
Bank analyst Cameron
Doerksen. Those prices aren’t
poised to descend any time soon.
“We expect fares will remain
elevated in the short term, with
Air Canada indicating that booking
demand has remained strong
even in the face of higher fares,”
he said in a note to investors. “If
high fuel prices persist, however,
the ability to keep fares high will
depend on the strength of
demand, noting that higher
airfares typically lead to some
demand destruction.” A separate
fare tracker from travel search site

Kayak found that domestic prices
have gone up even more
drastically this month, with round-
trip economy flights between
Canadian cities costing $385 on
average, over 25 per cent more
than in early April of 2025. Round-
trip flights to Vancouver and
Calgary from elsewhere in
Canada saw the biggest leap, with
prices rising 51 per cent and 40
per cent respectively, according to
Kayak. The numbers are based
on the platform’s search data.
International flights saw fare hikes
of less than 3 per cent, its figures
showed. The U.S.-Israeli war on
Iran launched in late February
caused an effective shutdown of
the Strait of Hormuz, which
typically carries about a fifth of the
world’s crude oil, prompting
massive spikes in energy prices.
Despite a fragile ceasefire, global
jet fuel prices last week remained
105 per cent higher than a year
earlier, according to the
International Air Transport
Association.Even with
negotiations between the White
House and Tehran seemingly
poised to resume, higher energy
costs appear likely to persist well
into the peak summer travel
period, with no end in sight to the
effective closure of the strait.
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Majcher trial hears three Chinese officers
on Vancouver visit went missing for six hours

After three Chinese police

officials went missing during a §

2018 delegation to Vancouver,

RCMP were so concerned they §

may be attempting to forcibly
repatriate economic fugitives that
Mounties alerted Canadian
border guards, a B.C. Supreme
Court heard Tuesday.

RCMP Superintendent Peter
Tsui described the incident as he
testified on the second day of the
William Majcher trial in
downtown Vancouver before
Justice Martha Devlin. Mr.
Majcher, a former Mountie, is
charged with violating the federal
Security of Information Act for
allegedly helping Chinese police
in 2017 prepare to threaten
Hongwei (Kevin) Sun, a
Vancouver-area real-estate
investor accused of a massive
fraud in China. Mr. Majcher was
investigating commercial crime
for the Mounties in Vancouver
before retiring about 20 years ago
to start a new career in Hong
Kong as a private financial
investigator. Supt. Tsui, who is
now in charge of the B.C. RCMP’s

criminal intelligence unit, told the
court at the time of the incident
he was the agency’s liaison
officer in Beijing when he flew
back to Canada to host 22
members of China’s federal police
force. The Chinese police officers
had been invited to Toronto and
Vancouver to collaborate on
financial crime cases involving
fugitives who had fled to North
America. The delegation took
months of diplomatic wrangling
between Ottawa and Beijing to
organize and the Chinese officers
were given strict ground rules
beforehand to only work on certain

cases and to only engage in
activities hosted by the Mounties,
Supt. Tsui said.

The Chinese officers were
supposed to be escorted by
RCMP officers during their nine-
day trip to Canada, he testified.
“We have no idea where they
went and we had to put
safeguards in place at the border
and at the airports because
there’s certain individuals in
Vancouver that we were
concerned about being returned
to the PRC,” Supt. Tsui testified.
He said one woman in
Vancouver, in particular, was

thought to be a potential target.
Supt. Tsui did not testify as to
whether Canada was ever told
what the three officers were doing.
But he said the RCMP
immediately told their
counterparts in China that the

disappearance was unacceptable
/| and eroded trust between the two
' parties.

Leah West, an associate

' professor at Carleton University
~ and aformer justice department
. lawyer on national-security

matters who has no involvement
in the Majcher case, said
Tuesday that it was galling to
learn the Chinese officers had
disappeared despite the
supposed supervision of the
RCMP. “They didn’t sneak in. This
was part of a foreign diplomatic
trip, so to have that happen shows
even less of a respect for
Canadian sovereignty,” she said
in a phone interview. Supt. Tsui
testified there was already friction
between the two law-enforcement
agencies because Canada had
rejected a Chinese request the
year prior to place two police

liaison officers at its Vancouver
consulate in addition to the two
who were operating with
Canada’s agreement out of its
embassy in Ottawa.Several
months after the Vancouver
incident, the relationship took
another “really significant
impact” when the RCMP
arrested China’s Huawei
executive Meng Wanzhou at
the direction of the United States
as she transited through
Vancouver International Airport,
Supt. Tsui told court. At the
heart of the Crown'’s case is the
allegation that back in the spring
of 2017 Mr. Majcher was
prepared to “induce by threat,
accusation, menace of violence”
Mr. Sun to return tens of
millions of dollars he allegedly
gained through fraud and
invested into Vancouver real
estate. Mr. Majcher’s arrest in
the summer of 2023 made
headlines worldwide and came
amid a national debate on
Chinese government
interference in Canada, and
Ottawa’s efforts to stop it.

ndia Canada Association celebrates Asian Heritage Month at City Ha

2 4 India Canada Association is honoured to take part in Asian Heritage Month celebrations
. = ¥ | atCityHall. It was a pleasure meeting the Honourable Mayor of Montreal, Soraya Martinez
,{ Ferrada, along with members of her council. Grateful for the opportunity to celebrate culture,
community, and shared heritage together.
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