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297 Wateafiet »ie eate & MUt ‘sa®et mie Sferedt € stw,
Faed Mfas fans § 79 HoHs 9 3T gt I ga fear Jifew
afga ‘wget fedul’ 3 fegaqd gatdt In<lat &t faarfes 3 gme
St et T IAE St MignTg, BH A © STenedt fefenmadn § 83
e o Bag99 T g% MiAgT AeTEtsT feuretmt gttt 7 feeret
g fum aretnt 95 | 'fAw Hsta® mirters e §&edle’ mgAa
fea Aoty v fea femast feufenr fapr At fame fege 2
THBASIAT §3 € 99T AG WS OAeT asT 518 3 foe Jar e 93 (feraretst
93 578 HseT-a%er) €t JHPHT 7% WifemT A fagr At |

fea 99 rerels 9T € fomaat & Ufim € ys fe 39
feurfenT fapum i, fAnd wgetn’ 7% REU3 Uare it aAsT ggieret
IR &% A3 F it A fagr T | fere Jat miuraa Bat & feurfem
farum At 7 €7 U 39 &9t UJT AIE A | MIAAIEHS ©F yU's Sar
A&HE & St far feg maTet afas 39 3 fued aet st 3 BR dagd
feg =a3t A oot it | fusesd wrst € fefenraghnt & wfee 39 AF
TILTE BT IS € HEH d196 faarfes st i3t At 1 ug few =9 amit
faarfez 3 gmie ual=afiet 3 393 ararel 913t 7 | yal=afet &
=vetn Ui3e = A=9 Sar & Sfm i saes wifss fars g feg yar
H&lweaaawlsiwaﬂeﬁwaﬂ?ﬂa@ﬁrxfwaﬁﬂwfwﬁ%
faest =g3tmt A fa fegt e aet Seg=yas H3SY T AaeT J A feg
wge! fefemmaait et geaTer § 3F Uder raemt 75 1 857 3

fefenraginit w3 mfoaawint 3 ymrreh et T3 G meretst ger Assistez a nos séances d'information en ligne
a3 o5 1G5eHiE € V34t 386 afes & faar fa Agara Eite gaet

3 o Frdot iy fETe 5299 w3 fegad 3 yag I 1 302 & sans frais afin d'obtenir les réponses a toutes
AHBI HET A% & fer weaT § ade fegmrsa effm »3 ffa 5339 VvOS questions_

A9 S HaT 13T | 'Fed €79 femarels Wi fAg wmwenea’ & fao fa
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Voici quelques séances d'information a venir.

37392 (ITIFEH): ABST € YU'S W 9T ITaaT & AUHS
aﬁs*zrﬁaaa*gﬁrgasme HS e8ie’ (IJuT §3) fedu
mrySht Uttt § AYST 5% g9d9d duar | feg femms naatar
& fegt urgehnt f&g nimgret 39 '3 fEs e € Sns 3 gie
wrfenT 3, fAR & 77 enf fegm® w3der § @Aae a9 feaT J1
33Tt €t fed393™ yurs 39t a96T & AIHE TTHST Saiafad
HI® M3 37d< € YU W34t AG™H ardd Aed &' &34t aa< feg
& € a5z fonum’ AT wifer™ E97a B3 J13T | MHdtaT
f&3 139t Aae A7 & fen SA® e g9v adfent fagr fa fea
FeH fears 7% % 39 edam™ I7d9& fere QarT garg T »ret
»Afga3T § Jae Bt gfamT fapuT T | AoHs TTHST Haw Mg H™a,
77€H31‘eﬂ'ggﬁf8§erWKWﬁau€€wfevﬂ?ﬂ@?3‘r
& MHAtaT @ fer Mea9 3 SA8 '3 JT76t M3 &STdTHdIT 7Tad 13T
yU™s W39t I961 & 1d € d faur fa gr »3 fears feos suet
mmmﬂwmm’fuwxﬁeawmmﬁﬁrw IBSTgHT 3H
Tt J-TE ST SHT-BATE TIE TH ATTHT *F yriehut ATdt AT |
WAt gadE € Bt @ fF3T w3 IHId gIfon 57 mEIT &9t 99
Aa< | feg frrmrT 999 €1 A 38t A< &3 i gy3aye aist
f@9 A=9 T & 30,000 Afsat =@ feqs edt wifgnm e fadhuys
9 3T A& | fer mifgumr fE9 83T bt AURS Safaa St fdar &
It g% | fer =79 mifgmmr fE9 gads Aar 3 Aea & feut
srarfaat €t gafem™ W3 Fwet mrgmet =78 fesfaondt fEg Aar
%35 <t faystet '3 fein fors fedgm AT faar T |

Les nouveaux arrivants et la fiscalité

Impot - Avez-vous tous vos papiers?

Les étudiants étrangers et la fiscalité

Inscrivez-vous et découvrez la liste compléte
de nos séances d'information a
justepourtous.ca/accompagnement.
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HH=IT A13T faryT /Y 1 839 f[fg 3= €7
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H™S I8 FUdH B39 <F 7ar 707 §FF € 92
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IIaT & Ufast oHfsHT € AdEs J13T AT,
g ge f&T e et f&g fda On
ITEEIH Ba7s faar far feg oHS #iggameat

HASET HTHAET § O €T a<t 3foed fawa3
137 fapum 7 | few 3° g fears & A=rgt
ITISTET AafenT UTST §39 fET mHdtat M3
femaretst {931 '3 fyamets m3 396 IS
R CACERY

ygTs 34t dest & mMue ot
IJonz w3 feaut fuat € fegu e Aron=T
&7 U faur 7 1 wa St at. stz S sfenm
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Fde €t GFweT I Aae 9%, fAn st €gF
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53T & 395 faruR S a3
'3 5136 aw9 dy 39t T | mifgaratut @r
gfoer 7 fa fAgz I&53tws €r 939
f&s foawer d< g5, €57 & gafumz
TRt BT YU 13 AT Id I8 1 F3TH I,
SF € #ed 21 g i SFAPHT § Ian
Ifos @ fagen fE3 are a5 |

WUes TUR deE T M R WENE T faRy SwigUde & dea% Me Jut feu
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et o, <16 7w Wit '3 @feam
dd6 € ofHH, HA® 3
HIUTS: dB3T & 9dUes Afad I fEa nifrat 516 Arone Mt I fam &
S st '3 999T &3 &3t 7 | fer 516 fes fea femagt mus wa
€ HU9® A3 3 99€ H'E JI& BTl 98 IS8T B HHlE AT %9 €F
IAE, WTT JeS T8 HETS ©f 293" g9 feyret @ faur 7 | =vfeds T aat
FfBy fg Sftprm 7 AaeT I fa fea fenast 53t s s s wa des
T HHtS & g9e €3 9% four 9 | wifa, feg Idtar gg3r araae Arez
ST T faom; Hels &
¥8F 998 & H'E
I o gATe feug-
g fumsg aT I5 |
SSE feg feo <t
feyret feer T fa
| e HHlS S9g @ daT
74t Tt Ay
| §985TS ZIITQEt
- _’U 3t Gn &9
Sfarmrshat =t
fea@et U8 1 U39a'9 far gg6¢ <8 Aist a1t aret fer <1516 & oamat
W?;ewrugwaﬁwalfem@mwam '3 et 3gt
Tt foustt St 08 | et Bat & fen & ‘ent gars’ enfent femer
Haa €3 fenT T | I3 QusarsT=t & 937=at fe3t I fa wa des =t
HH1E & 99 '3 988 U396 I AaeT J | feH &7 HHls Havg I Adet &
3 <! It g9e AT Ued farn § mnil S a9 Aae 95 | =151e © =feds
JT T 5H-5% Ans Mzt '3 e Je afon St pg T aret T 1gg &a7 3
faat fam yu3T Arcarat © e 5137 o feg foast 3793 3 nirfem
st y=m 71 fen § 8  aa3T et fortams a8t '3 €t res 9
T-l"é‘ﬁﬁlﬂ"’&"ﬁ ww@n@mﬁémwﬁmwaﬁe’r
WGS9 UAt SdT TEt T | TESPHS HAH HTIdT MESHTT, 998 AR Jd& BET
frge WagareT Quaget € 3t =93 ggat gdtet 7 1 wg dee st
HHIST 99€ € 979 M3 3¢ & Afae &et 5dt gebut gebut|
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J&3T-MHItET AIdE

29te: Gaedi € yhitma sardas & fea
I3 MwTs gafent faar I fa g Aaag eaie €
3 8sees &9 Afas fywt famy Zate firet
Sniglae’ ot mits fa rfoe &t fdaerat 3 mMruE
3% &9 B2 | 893 Mg ATg, feg gen 2a7e
3 gatiT € I3 &3 mfaat =far mrafaqg 39’3
HAg3 g8 < set gfamr AT fagr | yiug
€93 & fauT fa g™ Agag few fdrRedt € e
23te faet @ ©fg3 wn=ar E2ait w3 Ifey
fE9 3= 8 WM™Hes € gIATS ©F gauTet =t
FITT | A2 ATTHT S mTHE: TTINTE ST fen
J=TEt WiF 3 fAgR €2 AvH It €37 99 AaE
J& | 893 HIATd Ia=M ©F fen3™d Ja&T Id ef
J I H fF g2 A9™d ST §8% A< | €95 &7
399 J fa faQuraa m3 faarar <gqr Afgat =far
29e d% = € Ydt 3gT TIAHIS I T I
TIIE I 3T I9Y9 M3 HAIBIHT § BT

ﬁmﬂalzaﬂ?e‘rmﬁﬁ—éﬂrw@xhwaﬁ
€5t & v 3T fen yAz= € fenf3z ens=wa
541 €8 U5 | g1 UTH, e3¢ MTEts 3 M3 TTedede
33 Ifge T8 I 89 AN I He AaTHr @r fegy
9 37 I5 195" & 39 I fa few 7% g ygre <qar
M3 TTITEIS ‘I §IT MAT U=dIT | ITB S, gIF &7
e § fa @5t @ Ae_YE y3ET W AS3T
endlde @ fengTa @ Uy {9 J | feo wigs mifagd
v IfenT 3 7 o8 It 9 st famy ewglae
'3 G WA . IHH YT-IBid A’ € AS3 HY I35
Tt yuet 3t 7 | fen 578 ur3dt 2die I IR IS
3 ufgst It »iatat arer &t yfafenr yat a9
Aol | feg ers aase'@):rezf—e'ﬂwe*ﬁm‘rtr
frar fE9 65eat& udn o yag feam w3 ffa
TITIESEHS Hed ISR ST HHS J | g€ vy feg
J2ar fg @39 AId™d M3 AESA o< fer &5
ges™ '3 Jf ySifafenr fee o= |

<31 g g
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fésma/feedfee: 353 w3 midlar & H35 8 ITEl-
ety ‘digst 32 feeadnas faa’ &t gafont '3 €7
ew;a’@ﬂvﬂwuqaag 7 e 28 e dE TS
fenast & faaue wuts ys oot Ues It auizdr
AJJE U'd I9& € IfHH 13T | wHItat Adder
nifgardtt 3 fer fenmast § faems fiee & F =un
y dasTIAfEIT T

feg JTSTHET WesT 6 HTdg, 2026 & STUTT | wHdTaT
aﬂa{wwsauzwen{fuw feq forast

gfegmr fapnr g,

fer wet faat foi fermag & fom ong ©f =93 agaT
aﬁm—w;mﬂﬁm{fuwaﬁw%sﬁgmaawgﬂ
3 Us & midla! IR '3 udee '3 Y a4 fanm 1ATg
2 wmmaummaw

g3 J1¢ femast @ faargs @t A9 13T, 3T et da s
JIIE T® 3G HIHS WTe:

CBP »igwTg, fen fewast = ufgst =t

| »yarfad fagras foor 91 €0 & ufost fasdt Are
. (sexual assault) W3 I (theft) & HHfEwT fET ant
SfagrfemT A gar 7 | Iieta mudrfua fuga=s W3 39—
i TEBT TS A6, MHAtaT et & 8F d 393

mwaﬁf‘e?mg@ﬂenmﬁwfeqﬁm
'3 BT 99 BTt uEl Bar fE3t T | fer wesT & g
SHT € Aavel mfuardtnt § fagr fg ur fEsT 31
res feg €5 four T fa fAg 84T 37&9 gafumT 3
Y99 J13 A7 3T I5, §F avt femast f&at mMmst
5% Y% '3 fa<s eys g fapur ?

U% @ MB-gnd Gt =73t (fencing) w3 §dtva
FATE 1T TS | ASSHE TR I fer ais &t Arg
39 JIt I T feqt mafeem yaut fE fog ga get |
ufast St Iet g feg ufost s g st T fa ferus '3
Fet mienifoaTa3s st Ifenr 32 | fues 7, ffa
W?WWWWW?WW
ys '3 93 famr At igsfa @R ass fieess 3
uﬁwﬁaafmrﬁwn’hmmﬂa’rmfuaﬂa‘lwx
JHCST gty a7 g=vsT fae I8 femast et ug=
7639 dd& 3 &19 a9 &3t 71 €5t faur fa feg
faresT<t Are3s ga<t I fa € mrust Aedwe € gt
»el fds A9 95 | g1 UH, I8 SE Edrbrt & faar
J fa €7 fer weaT € U33™® o9 It IE I+ A
ISy T »ifAdt Iet 99 WesT &7 YT | JiasT I<
feegdnss fan & €3t midtar € A9 3 HI3=Uds
Tutad Haar fea foq Wifewm mer 3 1 wfaahat
wesTet fer € HaHs 9 3 ufost adfem ygat &
J9 AY3 995 ©F 83 & feqar aaeit I |
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‘ferafest yi e I& 3783 o Haiar’

glas € forrs 3 gnie 33a0g & mMueET SS16 Aat aa a at
glors faefeQuaat aras a9 Fl ﬂ ﬂ % a.1_ rHEIT

(rrebrTatAY) & faar  fa &
femarfes € yurs W3t A s
&350y fiier o5 3T QT Gt e

figr gaa @?)"" ?)' HTd E'EEITI

mrdtaT, feraes w3 €9 € fegara #ar € g3 <9 of eaat
nifgardtt & ST it fa Suet glavs e Rige Hisrg fRe gghit e fea ngs
3 ovsT gfenr it far f9 160 3 <u a vd Ik | fegt fee fefermaast
TEH-STH HIS T HCTE & B < HHS A | feH o1& 3 g BlaTs & &t

o 3%’ = faggr I eovs ot
AIaTat faQ@a edAnt feasr
(e EE) & fe Ams Wizt
UAe a0t feg Areardt fa3t T
Gug Tyt widtar <9 gaat
TITH S T A gt Une
fe9 fafonr, +fen o5 fasas <t
B3I &d1 UeT fq 3awrg faer
I& 7 HT I 75 | fea isrst a5t

€ 9% v feg St am, @’?TEUH a e faQwm &ffmr 71 €7 It wﬁkaﬂ@nae’rm &4t farur | €239 3 feg &t fagr &3 r-fusT w3 femofes S yors

feg gt gmr efepn faprr w3 fegt gzt € Aew f[Rg <5t farest e
B ATHS JT A& | ElaTat Aaaat HigtT ©f fauae Haraa mrehrradtit &
fea fenrs < faar, faGfere musdt yurs izt evnierre A M3
St S iz 7 aea @3 fesfon™ 3 mruS ufdee 7% A A af FigreaT
3 | feg fed fiae M3 fabferet € samarSet afast & Saame Jaet I
WMTEPHTIHIAT & »idT foraT, 7 Sfon™ @ 938 J96 & mudrat faer I 3t
it Yt 3793 5% BF v flgT aad B § Ha e<iar |

ﬁ??aﬁma‘f%ﬂamm MISTHH § 3IaUTg & WaH 'S &t e Fardr |

fem v <9 feu mes @ Qe wiryer g 1516 URe otz 31 i1 ar amver fa st fapur ?

ﬁwf&wsmwl W3dt 7 HE §35Tg @t itz

J fa +7 §7Hs 33aug faer foy feg Qv a<t W 38 saa»r feg ovat €7 mF

T&+, eIt & fea 1 fa8° a9 g5 w3 fon ova §0 féa-féq »ret A femarfest w?"ﬁs "“"-,Tj 9
St feg e 7 wEeT 4T gog 52 da dE @ S fem yTs HIet T8IT 5| e

ITBfa, 335Wg € H3 7% Tt wigegt @ fegatg, weq

3I&TTY T WAA
warge <t gIgT
L f&g i fapum |

Hg Jet fa §7HE 83a0g fier 39 g | fen 516 ffT 33surg s3swg e g A= (| J~ MIGHT yETT
I& At &9t | orEfa gEt vEet @ 92 Jut fT (a-Ua 9@t Shit waet & 9% fdenaTs eretim &t
y3aa, femgrfest yurs W39t foy gatnt o | fewr 397 @2 7@ Srfent 435 Figr few falige 3w,
TE39 & 535Uy ehig et o’ fev@es e g St =a o d, few Al fem @ &5 ot 3IFUTY € UIT
WreraAt & feg arfed 335y M3
T S e At fa 8t € Waw IFH
femafes ffg My g7d 2T qET TSt
forfent W3 439 FAretdt AT gt
feg 3= ndtat sat A& | e AR

'3 522t T 3

oy fg €57 3
3977 a9 fe3T fapur
J113 199 & §ATHE 335Wg € g3t e g9 mudtar & & Jet Une aat ai3t, fam St =g
oA M9 e '3 fifg 213516 Une Jardefes g AsIf3a feustaa ufgerg f&g Jet arsfr TyaTer
13T faur it frm fee €0 elos afsw 6o & faur fa femafes weat= oFt A7 aat At | fferss
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—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
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7% WU gy IfenT I, midtaT 3 g ST PR € 5,500
3 T feafent & farrsT gerfenr 3, fagt <9 60
3 TUANET AT S HNHS 76| HaBed § It vivatar
3 €T © wied Y-y fomret 3 Bargar 99 Uie avs
13| mdiat argeret feT dorat 7% AsT & <t gt
SIAE UIfemT I mHItaT & B9 & 'HBHTST I& ™'
€ 99 AditAeaT &9 »mydt AgH & <t 3He J9
fear 9, fAms® g fer et e g Ao A &3E 3
799 € TS| MHIIAT BIM3Td MUS Mfg-mrafee
B39 ATHT IIT ILE 439 S EEH g A Y
ﬁwawﬁmm (Strait of Hormu)
f&g myedt Aorat & g fum weitat geTet AT A

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE

at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

GLUBE
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Wmld with Sports package M0v1es va HBO,Sports,
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AUGCH 968, HE U8, MTElS, dcelban,
fEAat M3 MUs © 9a%t T 2 ndE HIE Ao d
Instagram:|AMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Services d'embellissement féminin

gJfsar, IfHdT, SHM®, HEaBy, UstiaBy, Inid ACE®

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair. Styling

Bridalland
IParty/Makeup

TSog : (g @ HU N3at I3 Hs & fagr fa  Jet, ug 993 Ad wfAd 98 7 50-100 gue Y3t fes
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Ameliorez votre beauté

Other,female
beautifying Services

831 T3t B3uTet &% SHM® HA™H

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

= n T a
Jdd <l <Ud HdJI<H

- More services soon

74SEE o telVe irtulf@uests
StHIEaune n EHA4IES1INGS,
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With Mojtaba Khamenei at the helm, is
there still an off-ramp to the Iran war?

The US and Israel finally got
what they wanted: regime
change in Iran. But Ali
Khamenei’s replacement is
probably not what they were
looking for when they struck
Tehran on February 28.

Khamenei, Iran’s Supreme
Leader, was killed along with
more than 40 top military leaders
on day one. Israel and the US
were hopeful that this would
trigger an outpouring of Iranians
on the streets of Tehran, which
would finally result in the downfall
of the Islamic regime. But the
regime did not fall. What's more,
the pressures of war have resulted
in the “Assembly of Experts”
nominating Mojtaba Khamenei
as the next Supreme Leader of
Iran, taking over from his slain
father.

Not much is known about
Moijtaba. But the chances of him
accommodating the American-
Israeli agenda are remote at best.
The 56-year-old is the second son
of Ali Khamenei and was born in
1969 in Mashhad, an important
religious centre in Iran.

He fought alongside the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps during the Iran-lrag war in
the 1980s. He studied with the
most highly-placed clerics in the
holy city of Qom, and later taught
at a seminary himself. He has
very close ties with the IRGC,
which was reportedly one of the
key factors in his becoming the
Supreme Leader.

Mojtaba and the war

Having witnessed an invasion
on grounds that are proving to be
suspect and artificially
manufactured, and seeing the
assassination of his father,
mother, wife, and daughter,
revenge and retribution are more
likely his goals than peace and
reconciliation. Therefore, there
could not have been a poorer
result for the US than the
announcement of the new
Supreme Leader.

Regime Change: With him
becoming the Supreme Leader,
that too with strong IRGC
backing, it is very unlikely that
the primary US-Israel objective of
“regime change” will actually
come through. If anything, it is
likely to solidify the regime’s
power and control over the
country, especially given that
Iran’s political and military
structures are still standing and
giving an equal fight.

Nuclear Issue: The nuclear
issue — especially the right to
enrichment — is something that
Iran has consistently maintained
as a sovereign right and is
therefore wunlikely to be
compromised. Ali Khamenei had
maintained that Iran would never
pursue nuclear weapons and had
reportedly issued a fatwa against
it. However, with his death, the

fatwa too is dead, and the bitter
lesson learnt over the two wars
(including the Twelve-Day War in
June 2025) may well motivate the
new leadership to review its
stance once the war is over.

If that happens and Iran
actually decides to go nuclear, it
will lay to waste all the hard work
and sanctions that the US and
Israel have tried to impose on Iran
over the past decades. Also, the
“existential threat” to Israel may
well become real if and when that
happens. Military capabilities:
With an ageing air force and weak
air defence, it is the missiles and
drones Iran developed over the
past decades that have helped it
retain an edge. Mojtaba is
therefore unlikely to agree to
discuss missile capabilities
during talks on ending the war.
On the contrary, going forward,
the ballistic missile programme
will likely get an additional boost
in range, technology (hypersonic
glide missiles), and lethality.

Relations with the Gulf: This
war has also clearly
demonstrated Iran’s resolve to
take the battle to its neighbours,
if required.

Also, the fact that the
American security guarantees
have failed to safeguard these
countries against Iranian
missiles and drones gives Iran an
edge in talks with the countries
in the region during and after the
war.

I[ran made it clear that unless
the Gulf states ensure that the
US and Israel are not able to use
their land, sea, or air to target Iran,
they too would be targeted. It was
a wakeup call for the region that,
for decades, had relied on
externally outsourced measures
to ensure national security.

With Mojtaba taking over —
and being in the same age
bracket as Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi
Arabia and President of the UAE,
Mohamed bin Zayed — it is
likely that a new understanding
may be forged for their collective
security.

It's worth remembering that in
March 2023, Saudi Arabia and

Iran signed a peace deal. Many
conciliatory measures in the
region followed before the Gaza
war broke out in October 2023.
Weaponisation of energy: For the
first time, Iran has stopped the
flow of crude oil and natural gas
through the critical choke point,
Strait of Hormuz. Its impact on
the global economy has been
unprecedented, and every day
that the Strait remains closed, the
world is teetering towards energy
shortage and economic
meltdown.

Iran under Mojtaba is
likely to further strengthen its
hold over this trump card for the
future.

Regime continuity: One of the
major reasons for distress in Iran
against the regime has been
economic woes and social

restrictions imposed, especially
on women. With a younger
Supreme Leader who is looking
ahead at three to four decades
of rule, Mojtaba might be tempted
to address these issues at the
earliest to further reinforce the
regime's control and acceptance
in the country.

President Masoud
Pezeshkian had already hinted
at undertaking major economic
reforms before the war broke out,
and with a younger Supreme
Leader, it might just happen.

Looking Ahead

The US and lIsrael had
launched “pre-emptive strikes”
into Iran with the primary aim of
regime change.

Coupled with it were the
aims of destroying its nuclear
programme, the ballistic missile

program, and the conventional
military  capability, and
orchestrating fractures in the
loyalty of the IRGC.

Two weeks into the war, none
of the stated aims look anywhere

' near fruition. On the contrary, Iran

has hit back hard and is causing
huge losses to the US and Israel.
Israel has imposed complete

censorship on reporting on war

in Israel, while the US is issuing
advisories daily to its staff and
people to vacate their bases and
homes and fly away from the
region.

Combat stamina is also
running low, with reports of
interceptors, key to stopping
[ranian missiles, running very low
and with little chance of early
replenishment.

In such a scenario, an
off-ramp based on American
terms looks highly unlikely. In
fact, soon after the
announcement of Mojtaba as
the Supreme Leader, Iran
made a categorical
announcement that the war
will end only when Iran wants
and, on its terms, only.

As per reports in
Western media, President
Trump is under tremendous
pressure for having become a
party to this gross
misadventure. The body-bag
count is likely to go up drastically
once the war ends and losses
are publicly made available.

Military said it's more fun to sink them: Trump
on destroying vs capturing Iran ships

US President Donald Trump on Monday claimed
that the US Navy has sunk 46 "top-of-the-line" Ira-
nian naval ships so far. While addressing a gather-
ing of congressional Republicans in Washington
DC, Trump recalled his conversation with a military
official on the US Navy's campaign against Iran's

navy.

When  President
Trump asked about cap-
turing and reusing Iranian
ships rather than sinking
them, the official quipped, ||
"It's more fun to sink |
them." President Trump's
comments on the de- |
struction of the Iranian |
Navy followed his quick
flip-flop on how long the
war in the Middle East wil
continue.

Earlier in the day, he

told an American news outlet that the war was
“pretty much” complete and that Washington was
"very far ahead" of his initial four-to-five week esti-
mated time frame. "I think the war is very com-
plete, pretty much. They have no navy, no commu-
nications, they’ve got no Air Force,"” Trump told CBS
News. But hours later, while speaking to Congres-
sional Republicans at an event, Trump said that
the US had “not won enough” yet and that the war
would continue until Iran was "totally and decisively
defeated." Reacting to Trump's prediction about the

war concluding sooner, Iran's Revolutionary Guards
said that it would be the one to "determine the end
of the war". The outfit, which swears allegiance to
the Shiite regime, added that it would not allow
"one litre of oil" to leave the region if attacks from
the United States and Israel continue. The war has

effectively shut the Strait of Hormuz, a chokepoint
for global oil and liquefied natural gas transport,
leaving tankers unable to sail for more than a week
and forcing producers to halt pumping as storage
fills. The United States and Israel began attacking
I[ran on February 28 and Iran responded with its
own strikes against Israel and Gulf states with US
bases. However, their aims differ.

While Israel aims to overthrow Iran's sys-
tem of clerical rule, US wants to destroy Iran's mis-
sile capabilities and nuclear programme.



15 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #533

FRIDAY, 20 MARCH , 2026

Children killed, a school turned into a graveyard:
even in wartime, we can’t accept this

The killing of a reported 168 people,
primarily schoolgirls, in the bombing of
the Shajareh Tayyebeh school in Minab
in Iran has shaken to its very core the
conscience of the world.

The attack, carried out nearly two
weeks ago when classes were under
way, reduced the school building to
rubble. Parents who had sent their
daughters to school discovered minutes
later that classrooms had become mass
graves. One mother, whose daughter
Zeinab had memorised the Quran and
was due to compete in a national
recitation contest, wept as she said: “My
dream died with her.” AUN human rights
panel has already demanded that the
killings must be “Urgently, independently
and effectively investigated, with
accountability for any violations”.

Which country is responsible for the
massacre has been disputed. Over the
weekend Donald Trump disclaimed any
culpability on the part of the US. “We
think it was done by Iran, because
they’re very inaccurate with their
munitions” he said on Air Force One. But
on Monday, a BBC investigation
produced evidence of multiple US
Tomahawk missiles fired and landing in
the vicinity of the school, hitting, they
believe, the school itself, as well as a
medical clinic reportedly belonging to the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps

(IRGC). The BBC found no ewdence ofa
separate Iranian-fired missile landing at
the site. Despite this, Trump doubled
down, saying: “Numerous other nations
have Tomahawks. They buy them from
us.” But according to provisional and as
yet unofficial reports on Wednesday, US
Central Command may have created
target coordinates for the strike from
outdated information.

On whoever the blame finally lies, the
school massacre is no isolated event.
Reportedly, on the same day, the
bombing of another school, the Hedayat
high school in the Narmak district in
Tehran, left two students dead.

No child should ever become
collateral damage in a conflict. Yet we
know that more than 200 children have
been killed by Iranian security forces in
their recent crackdown. And not only
have 740,000 Palestinian students been
denied their right to education in Gaza
and the West Bank, according to a
University of Cambridge study, 90% of
Gaza’s schools have been razed to the
ground or damaged, and at least 18,069
students and 780 teachers have lost their
lives. And Unicef has reported that since
2 March at least another 83 children have
been killed in Lebanon. The school
bombing exposes how thin the protective
international legal framework becomes
when tested by great power rivalries and

terrorist acts. Schools, which should be
safe havens, are increasingly being
drawn into war, with pupils and teachers
easy targets who cannot fight back.
According to the Global Coalition to
Protect Education from Attack, more
than 10,000 students and educators were
reportedly killed or otherwise harmed by
attacks on education in 2022 and 2023.
The increased tendency to fight wars in
built-up areas means that it has become
almost as dangerous to be a child on
the streets or at school as a soldier on
the front.

The Geneva conventions and
international humanitarian law, and the
1989 Convention on the Rights of the
Child, unequivocally prohibit assaults on
children and schools. Attacks on
educational buildings are war crimes
listed in article 8 of the Rome statute,
which constituted the international
criminal court (ICC).

Arrest and prosecution should
face leaders who order, authorise or
knowingly permit such attacks.
Precedent for this comes in the ICC
warrant issued against Joseph Kony,
leader of the Lord’s Resistance Army,
which cited his attacks on schools in
Uganda.

While schools are, like hospitals (until
recent violations), accepted to be
protected places, in practice they are

treated more as part of civilian
infrastructure. This has undermined what
should be a simple principle: that schools
exist for learning, and must never become
theatres of war or staging grounds for
military operations. No child should die
for trying to learn, and those who attack
innocent girls and boys should be subject
to the same degree of judicial
accountability as those who commit
other crimes against humanity. Equally,
when armies occupy classrooms, store
ammunition in gymnasiums or launch
rockets from playgrounds, they erase
the distinction between combatant and
civilian at the heart of humanitarian law
and should be prosecuted.

We cann ot afford to stand by as yet
another established international law
governing the conduct of war is broken,
apparently with impunity.

Now is the time for every
combatant to be warned in no uncertain
terms that schools deserve the same
moral status as hospitals — protected
places — and the same protection under
international law.

It is also right to expose those
countries who use two get-out clauses
to claim impunity: first, to deny an attack
was “intentional” or “deliberate” and
second, to claim that the school they
attacked was being used for military
purposes.

The Mandelson papers reveal a prime minister
who would rather not hear from dissenting voices

The arrogance takes your breath away,
even to the end. Sacked in disgrace for
bringing shame upon those who trusted
him, Peter Mandelson’s response, we
now know, was to unsuccessfully demand
half a million pounds of public money to
go quietly, all while haughtily insisting
upon his dignity as a servant of the crown.
In other words, this week’s disclosures
suggest Mandelson behaves in a tight
corner pretty much exactly as bitter
experience suggests he
might. What they still don’t
explain satisfactorily is why
Downing Street, seemingly
alone, failed to anticipate
that.

To understand what went
wrong, imagine the three-
step process by which he
became ambassador to
Washington as a sandwich:
two Dbland slices of
officialdom, representing the
Cabinet Office’s initial efforts
at due diligence and a
deeper vetting process at the
end, glued together with
political filling. Take away the middle,
which is the political operation around the
prime minister himself, and what'’s left is
dry bread falling apart in your hands.The
words “general reputational risk”,
peppered throughout the Cabinet Office’s
brief summary of Mandelson’s inglorious
career to date, are mandarin-speak for
“don’t say we didn’t warn you”. Though
the publicly available facts — chiefly but
not only about his friendship with the
convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein —

were bad enough, civil servants were
signalling that they couldn’t rule out worse
to come. That their verdict isn't more
emphatic may surprise some, but it
reflects unelected officials working as they
are designed to in a democracy: not
blocking a potentially bad decision so
much as listing all the ways it might go
wrong, before leaving the final call to
elected politicians.

What emerges isn’'t a portrait of a
wildly
dysfunctiona,
chaotic No
10, nor
one afraid
of telling
its prime
minister
home
truths.
Instead it
suggests
an oddly
rigid
operation
that had no
time for
objections, even ones that would have
saved its bacon.

Why didn’t alarm bells ring when the
veteran national security adviser Jonathan
Powell —who knew Mandelson better and
for longer than anyone else in Downing
Street — expressed concerns about the
appointment to Starmer’s then chief of
staff, Morgan McSweeney? Everything
felt “weirdly rushed”, Powell told the
postmortem following Mandelson’s
sacking, with Donald Trump’s January

inauguration setting a hard deadline. But
still, there should have been time for the
kind of wider political discussion that
might have allowed Starmer to hear from
dissenting voices. Instead, the task of
challenging Mandelson over his politically
toxic relationship with Epstein was
seemingly left to the two people arguably
least likely to give him a rough ride:
McSweeney, who saw him as a mentor
and relied heavily on his political advice,
and then director of communications
Matthew Doyle, a personal friend.

The critical document detailing exactly
what Mandelson was asked and exactly
how he answered remains under wraps,
reportedly to avoid prejudicing a police
investigation into his conduct in public
office, as does Mandelson’s confidential
vetting file. So we can’t say for certain
whether, as Starmer insists and
Mandelson denies, he lied when
cornered.

But what we do know is that Downing
Street evidently now regrets beginning
vetting only after Keir Starmer had publicly
announced Mandelson’s appointment
meaning any official who wanted to block
him on security grounds would have had
to be prepared to publicly embarrass the
prime minister at home and in the court
of Trump — and that the whole thing was
considered such a done deal in Whitehall
that Mandelson began receiving
confidential briefings before his security
clearance came through. Minds, in short,
were already made up. But whose mind,
exactly?

Not for the first time, the prime
minister emerges from this admittedly

partial picture less as the main character
in his own drama than as an oddly
disembodied presence, bursting onstage
only after it’s all gone wrong to stress
(according to the official minutes) “his
strong concern for Epstein’s victims”, and
for the importance of government work to
reduce violence against women and girls,
or to rail in public against Mandelson for
allegedly lying to him.

Did he sail through all those red lights
because he was happy to delegate this
one to McSweeney and Doyle? Did he
ignore the warnings precisely because he
already knew this was risky, but had
decided that having his own personal
Machiavelli inside the rogue court of
Trump was worth it? Either way, as he
said himself in Belfast on Thursday, in
the end it was his mistake.

However angry Labour MPs may be
at all this, most have already made up
their minds one way or another about
Starmer. The outbreak of the Iran war and
the prospect of it unleashing a global
recession has meanwhile turned
Mandelson into almost the least of
Labour’s problems, compared with the
prospect of inflation galloping back and
pushing yet more financially hard-pressed
voters into the arms of either the Greens
and Reform UK.

But the picture painted here, for
those who care to see it, is of a
system working broadly as intended
to deliver what the prime minister
seems to want, only for him to realise
too late that actually he should have
asked for something different. And that
won’t fade in a hurry.
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Why Congress’s Criticism Of Modi Govt
Over Khamenei’s Death Is Petty Politics

Since the death of Khamenei, the
Supreme Leader of Iran, as a result of
bombings jointly by the United States
and Israel, the Leftists and Liberals have
been targeting the Narendra Modi
government for remaining silent on his
death.

Sensing an opportunity to attack the
Modi government, the main Opposition
Congress launched scathing attacks on
the dispensation. Party’s former
president Sonia Gandhi, who is
currently Chairperson of the Congress
Parliamentary Party, even wrote an Op-
Ed in the Indian Express strongly
attacking the Modi government and
equated the silence as an act of
abdication.

Sonia Gandhi in her Op-Ed mentions
that India’s ties with Iran are
civilisational as well as strategic. She
mentions Tehran playing a
consequential effort in blocking a
resolution against India at the UN
Commission on Human Rights over
Kashmir pushed by some countries,
including Pakistan, of the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in 1994.
No doubt, that this is a fact that India
can’t deny.

Surprisingly, Sonia fails to mention
how Khamenei has repeatedly tried to
portray India as an “oppressor" of
Muslims. In a post on X in September
2024, the deceased leader alleged that
Muslims are “suffering” in India and

placed Indian Muslims along with that
of Gaza and Myanmar, prompting even
strong reactions from the Ministry of
External Affairs. Khamenei protested
when Article 370 was changed — a
much delayed necessary move which
actually completed the integration of
Jammu and Kashmir with India.

He also criticised when the
Modi government decided to give
citizenship to minority religions of three
Islamic countries of Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and Afghanistan through
the Citizenship Amendment Act of 2019,
which in no way cancelled citizenship
of any Indian Muslim. If Khamenei was
a true friend of India, he wouldn’t have
posted against Article 370 and CAA,
which were in India’s interests and also
purely domestic affairs.

While Sonia Gandhi highlights about
Tehran’s crucial role in 1994 and then
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
Tehran visitin 2001 where he reaffirmed
India’s relations with Iran as both
civilisational and temporary, she
remains silent how Khamenei has
repeatedly interfered on India’s
domestic affairs and even peddled
falsehoods about “persecution of
Muslims" in India.

Sonia’s charge that the silence of
the Modi government on Khamenei’s
killing as an abdication of power is
misguided given the deceased leader’s
propaganda against India. India’s
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silence isn’t abdication of power; but it
is a strategic restraint where the
country’s interests remain the topmost
priority.
INDIA’s STAND ON THE WEST
ASIA CONFLICT

The government of India has clearly
stated that it remains deeply concerned
about the escalating conflictin Iran and
the Gulf region, and reiterated its
position by urging all sides to exercise
restraint, avoid further escalation, and
prioritise the safety of civilians. On the
other hand, prime minister Narendra
Modi has spoken with heads of Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Bahrain, Kuwait, and Qatar and
condemned the attacks on them,
although without mentioning Iran, as
mentioned by him through his posts on
X. He also spoke with heads of Jordan,
Oman, and with Israel’s prime minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, expressing his
deep concerns over the situation in
West Asia. While Leftists, Liberals, and
Congress party accuse India for taking
aclear side in favour of Israel, Modi’s X
post where he mentions speaking with
Netanyahu significantly didn’t condemn
the attacks on Israel by Iran.

While Modi is yet to speak with the
Iranian president, foreign minister S
Jaishankar has spoken with both Iranian
and Israeli counterparts. In his post on
X, Jaishankar mentions India’s call for
dialogue and diplomacy to de-escalate

UBP LINOUSINE
514:581.1625

tensions while speaking to Israel’s
foreign minister.

This clearly shows that India hasn’t
taken a completely clear side in favour
of Israel as accused by the Opposition.
Rather, it has given priority to its own
interests — safety of its citizens living
in the region. It has only reiterated its
traditional stand on protecting
sovereignty, respecting territorial
integrity, and urged for de-escalation to
both sides, and to prioritise the safety
of civilians.

CONGRESS AIMING FOR
CONSOLIDATION OF MUSLIM VOTES

Actually, Sonia Gandhi and
Congress are aiming to consolidate the
Muslim vote bank by using the death of
Khamenei. It has sensed an opportunity
seeing the outpour of emotions for
Khamenei not only among Shia
Muslims, but also among dominant
Sunni Muslims. In recent times, it has
been seen that there is a churning within
the Muslim community to search for
alternatives beyond the grand old party.
In recent times, Hyderabad-based
Assauddin Owaisi’s All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimen (AIMIM) has made
inroads in Muslim-dominant areas in
different parts of the country, raising alarm
bells for the Congress. So, for the party,
Khamenei’'s death is an opportunity to
consolidate its Muslim support base, and
to prevent its traditional base to look for
options like AIMIM.
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If oil price shocks weren’t bad enough, Trump’s
war could have other unintended consequences

With the US-Israeli war against Iran
in its second week, energy markets are
in turmoil. On Thursday, the price of
Brent Crude QOil topped $100, only
slightly lower than the $119 peak per
barrel on Monday.

These swings have focused
attention on key energy choke points
such as the strait of Hormuz, where
about one-fifth of the world’s shipped
oil and liquefied natural gas (LNG)
passes each day. This shutdown of the
strait will be felt in people’s everyday
lives for months to come, particularly
in the form of spiralling household bills.
But oil prices alone do not capture the
full economic significance of the conflict.

To understand its wider implications,
we need to look at the major changes
that have reshaped energy markets over
the past two decades, and the central
role the Gulf now plays within them. An
unexpected consequence of this war is
that the US’s two biggest enemies,
China and Russia, could well be drawn
closer together.The first of these
changes is the dramatic pivot in the
world oil trade that has accompanied
China’s rapid industrial and
manufacturing growth. For most of the
modern oil era, Gulf crude flowed
primarily west, supplying the United
States and Europe. Today, the centre
of gravity of that trade has shifted
decisively towards Asia. China alone
now accounts for roughly one-quarter
of global oil imports, most of which
comes from the Gulf states. China now

consumes about 90% of Iran’s crude
oil exports, much of it routed through
Malaysia to avoid sanctions. These
changes help explain why the current
war carries such significant economic
and geopolitical implications. As the
centre of gravity of the oil trade has
shifted east, the choke point that once
loomed large in western strategic
thinking now sits equally at the heart
of Asia’s economic security. For China,
in particular, conflict in the Gulf and the
vulnerability of transit routes such as
the strait of Hormuz pose a major risk
to its energy supplies. By contrast,
other geopolitical shocks have been
easier for Beijing to absorb (Venezuelan
oil, for example, accounts for less than
5% of China’s seaborne crude imports,
making recent disruptions there
relatively manageable). In the short
term, Beijing can cushion the impact
by drawing on its strategic petroleum
reserves, estimated at roughly 1.1bn—
1.4bn barrels. If the disruption persists,
however, China is likely to deepen its
reliance on alternative suppliers,
particularly Russia, reinforcing the
growing energy partnership between the
two countries.

The surge in trade with Asia has also
pushed the Gulf’s national oil
companies into the forefront of the global
oil and gas industry, with reserves,
production and export levels that have
overtaken their western rivals. Saudi
Arabia’s Aramco, for example, is now
by far the largest oil exporter in the

ooy VipEoy (ARARESEE
AND MuckioRE 4K

STRONG/OPERATIONS]EXRERIENCE/IN
(COMMUNITY.NEWSPARERS!AS]
PHOTOIJQURNALIST,IPLUS

4 OVER| 7+ YEARS!OF EXPERIENCEIAS!

“ADVERTISING MARKETING|EXECUTIVE

FULL TIME SERVING TO THE COMMUNITIES

CaLL: NIRmAL BAL

. E: BaL NIRMAL@YAHOO CcA

.ALAKHGROUP.CA

world.

In recent years, companies such as
Aramco have diversified beyond the
“upstream” of the industry, extracting
and selling crude oil, into “downstream”
activities that turn crude oil and gas into
refined products such as plastics,
petrochemicals and fertilisers. As a
result, the Gulf is now a major supplier
of industrial commodities embedded in
global manufacturing and agriculture.

One consequence of this shift is that
the Gulf is increasingly connected to the
global food economy. Large volumes of
fertiliser inputs move through the strait
of Hormuz, including more than a third
of internationally traded urea and nearly
half of global sulphur exports used in
phosphate fertilisers. Urea is the most
common nitrogen fertiliser, and is
essential to about half of global crop
production. As shipments from the
region falter, fertiliser prices have
already begun to rise sharply. If
disruptions persist during the current
planting season in the northern
hemisphere, farmers will face higher
costs for essential inputs, pressures
that will eventually filter through to food
prices around the world.

History suggests that such shocks
rarely fall evenly. From the 2008 financial
crash to the food and energy crises that
followed Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
global disruptions tend to hit the most
vulnerable societies hardest. Rising
energy and fertiliser costs cascade
through transport, manufacturing and

food systems, with poorer households
and more fragile economies bearing the
greatest burden. Countries in the global
south that depend heavily on imported
fuel, fertilisers and food are especially
exposed, as higher energy and
commodity prices quickly translate into
rising food costs and mounting balance-
of-payments pressures —and potentially
hunger and famine. The result is often
to deepen existing inequalities both
within countries and across the global
economy. Beyond these uneven effects,
the war exposes a crucial fact about
the structure of the global energy
system. Despite decades of discussion
about energy transitions, global
production and trade remain heavily
dependent on oil and gas. Afew years
ago, Saudi Arabia’s energy minister
declared that “every molecule of
hydrocarbon will come out”.

The implications of an energy
system still anchored in fossil fuels are
now made stark. The Gulf sits at the
centre of that system, not only as a
supplier of crude but also as a hub for
refining, petrochemical and fertiliser
industries that sustain global
manufacturing and agriculture.

The war highlights the danger
of continued dependence on fossil fuels
—and why transitioning away from them
is now more vital than ever.

Adam Hanieh is director of the Soas
Middle East Institute and MBI Jaber
chair in development studies, Soas
University of London.
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~BUT ARE YOU AMERICAN?

A NEW DOCUMENTARY EXPLORING IDENTITY, CITIZENSHIP, AND BELONGING IN THE 215" CENTURY.
F"HEMIEFHNQ I'_'ALL 2026

S Sy
- B

N

o

]
-

——
- ‘-:." ”~ E, &

(By our staff reporter) On March
10, 2026, the marble halls of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building buzzed with an
urgency that felt almost constitutional in
its weight. The Senate Judiciary Sub-
committee on the Constitution had con-
vened a hearing with a blunt title: "Pro-
tecting American Citizenship: Birthright
Citizenship for lllegal Aliens and Tour-
ists." With the Supreme Court set to hear
arguments in Trump v. Barbara on April
1, 2026 - the most consequential citi-
zenship case in more than a century -
senators, legal scholars, and policy ex-
perts clashed over a question that has
quietly smoldered for decades: Does be-
ing born on American soil automatically
make you an American?

The answer, it turns out, is far from
simple. And the stakes could not be
higher. The 156-Year-Old Clause at the
Center of the Storm The United States
Constitution's 14th Amendment, ratified
in 1868 in the aftermath of the Civil War,
opens with a deceptively straightforward
sentence: "All persons born or natural-
ized in the United States, and subject
to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens
of the United States and of the State
wherein they reside." For much of Ameri-
can history, this Citizenship Clause was
treated as settled law - a bright line that
made the U.S. one of the most open
countries in the world when it came to
granting citizenship at birth. But five words
have been at the heart of the current
firestorm: "subject to the jurisdiction
thereof." Who exactly falls under Ameri-
can jurisdiction? Does it apply to the child
of a tourist who gives birth in a Miami ho-
tel room? To the baby born to undocu-
mented parents who crossed the Rio
Grande three weeks earlier? To the son
of a high-ranking Chinese Communist
Party official whose wife flew to Los An-
geles specifically to give birth on U.S.
s0il?

These are not abstract hypotheticals.
They are happening right now - and the
legal, political, and cultural battle over the
answers is reshaping the American con-
versation about citizenship, identity, and
sovereignty.What the Senate Hearing
Revealed The March 10 Senate hearing -
referenced in the YouTube video linked
by our readers - featured an extraordinary
lineup of witnesses representing sharply
opposing views. Chaired by Senator Eric
Schmitt of Missouri, the subcommittee
session laid bare just how raw and unre-
solved this debate remains, even among
constitutional scholars.

The Case Against Automatic
Birthright Citizenship

Senator Schmitt opened the hearing
with a declaration that set the tone for
critics of the current policy. He argued
that for years, the American public had
been told the Constitution requires the

United States to grant citizenship to al-
most anyone born here, without regard
for whether the parents were in the coun-
try legally. He called American citizen-
ship "not a loophole."

Legal witnesses supporting that view
pointed to a contested reading of the 14th
Amendment. Their argument hinges on
the phrase "subject to the jurisdiction
thereof," which, they contend, the fram-
ers intended to mean complete political
allegiance - not merely physical presence
within U.S. borders. Under this interpre-
tation, a foreign national who is here ille-
gally, or even a tourist on a temporary
visa, remains politically subject to a for-
eign government. Their children, there-
fore, would not satisfy the constitutional
requirement for birthright citizenship.

Heritage Foundation scholars have
long argued along similar lines: the 14th
Amendment does not say that all persons
born in the United States are citizens - it
says those born here and subject to ju-
risdiction. That second phrase, they main-
tain, has been stretched far beyond what
the framers intended, implemented not by
any congressional act but by what they
call an erroneous executive interpreta-
tion.

A striking data point also emerged at
the hearing from Peter Schweizer, Presi-
dent of the Government Accountability In-
stitute and author of the bestselling book
The Invisible Coup. Schweizer raised what
he described as a national security di-
mension: that up to 1.5 million Chinese
nationals may now hold U.S. citizenship
through birthright rules, among them the
children of military officers, Ministry of Pro-
paganda officials, and high-ranking mem-
bers of the Chinese Communist Party.
These individuals, he testified, can vote
in U.S. elections, attend American uni-
versities, and receive government benefits
- yet they were raised in China and owe
their loyalties elsewhere.Customs and
Border Protection agents, Schweizer
noted, legally have the authority to turn
away clearly pregnant foreign nationals
who they suspect are entering for birth
tourism purposes. However, under both
the Obama and Biden administrations,
agents were reportedly instructed not to
do so.

The Case For Birthright Citizenship

The opposing witnesses were equally
forceful. Professor Amanda Frost of the
University of Virginia School of Law, Di-
rector of the Immigration, Migration and
Human Rights Program, argued that the
Citizenship Clause is one of the least
ambiguous provisions in the entire Con-
stitution. Its text, history, and original pub-
lic understanding, she told the subcom-
mittee, all confirm that it applies to ev-
eryone born in the United States - with
the only meaningful exception being chil-
dren of foreign diplomats, who genuinely

operate outside American legal jurisdic-
tion. Senator Dick Durbin, ranking mem-
ber of the full Judiciary Committee, went
further, calling Trump's executive order an
attempt to "overturn black letter consti-
tutional law" by executive fiat. He warned
that restricting birthright citizenship would
create what he called "a permanent
underclass" of American-born children -
people who would grow up, work, pay
taxes, and contribute to their communi-
ties, yet be denied the fundamental pro-
tections of citizenship.

The documentation problem that
Durbin raised was particularly striking.
Professor Frost testified that if Trump's
executive order went into effect, families
would be required to provide "acceptable
evidence" of their citizenship or immigra-
tion status at the time of their child's birth
- but the implementing memos from the
Social Security Administration, the State
Department, and USCIS were vague on
what exactly constitutes acceptable
proof. For millions of immigrant families,
this could mean a bureaucratic nightmare
with enormous consequences. The Le-
gal Battlefield: From 1868 to April 1, 2026
To understand the current moment, it
helps to trace the legal history. The 14th
Amendment was passed in the wake of
the Civil War primarily to grant citizen-
ship to formerly enslaved people and free
Black Americans, who had been denied
that status by the Supreme Court's infa-
mous Dred Scott decision of 1857. The
framers were explicit: they wanted a
broad guarantee, one that could never
again be used to create a class of people
born on American soil but denied the
rights of citizens. The landmark case of
United States v. Wong Kim Ark in 1898
established that the 14th Amendment's
citizenship guarantee extends to the
U.S.-born children of immigrants. Wong
Kim Ark was born in San Francisco to
Chinese parents who were lawful resi-
dents - and when he was denied re-entry
to the United States as a young man, the
Supreme Court ruled 6-2 in his favor. Jus-
tice Horace Gray's majority opinion held
that the common law tradition of citizen-
ship by birth was embedded in the Con-
stitution. However, critics of the current
broad interpretation point to a nuance:
Wong Kim Ark's parents were lawful resi-
dents, not undocumented immigrants or
tourists. They argue that the case does
not resolve whether birthright citizenship
extends to children born to those here
illegally or temporarily. This is the pre-
cise question the Supreme Court will con-
front on April 1 in Trump v. Barbara, the
case triggered by President Trump's Day
1 executive order limiting birthright citi-
zenship. Five Serious Arguments Against
Automatic Birthright Citizenship Here,
drawing on the Senate testimony and the
broader legal and policy debate, are the

most substantive arguments made by
those who believe the current interpre-
tation of birthright citizenship needs to
be reconsidered:
1. The Jurisdictional Argument:
It's in the Text
The most foundational argument is
textual. The 14th Amendment does not
grant citizenship to everyone born on
American soil - it grants it to those who
are both born here and "subject to the
jurisdiction thereof." Critics argue this
second clause has been rendered mean-
ingless by decades of expansive inter-
pretation. Its original purpose was to ex-
clude those who owe allegiance to a for-
eign power - and someone who is in the
country illegally, or on a temporary visa,
arguably remains politically subject to
their home nation's jurisdiction.
2. The Framers Never Contem-
plated This Scenario
When Congress debated and passed
the 14th Amendment in 1866, there was
no such thing as "illegal immigration" in
the modern legal sense. The concept of
undocumented entry, visa overstays, and
birth tourism simply did not exist. Op-
ponents of broad birthright citizenship ar-
gue that it is therefore historically inco-
herent to claim the framers intended to
grant citizenship to the children of people
whose very presence in the country
would have been legally impossible to
envision at the time. Applying the amend-
ment to these modern scenarios, they
contend, is not originalism - it is judicial
invention.
3. An Incentive Structure That
Encourages lllegal Entry
One of the most politically potent ar-
guments is practical: if giving birth on
U.S. soil guarantees a child American
citizenship, it creates a powerful incen-
tive for unauthorized border crossings and
visa overstays. Critics argue that the
prospect of an "anchor baby" - a U.S.-
born citizen child who could eventually
sponsor other family members for immi-
gration - distorts decision-making in
ways that undermine the integrity of the
immigration system. Whether or not the
data fully supports the scale of this in-
centive, the argument resonates with
many Americans who believe immigra-
tion rules should be consistent and en-
forced.
4. The Birth Tourism Loophole
The birth tourism industry is real,
well-documented, and operates in plain
sight. Wealthy foreign nationals - par-
ticularly from China, South Korea, Rus-
sia, and other countries - travel to the
United States specifically to give birth,
paying operators thousands of dollars
to arrange housing, hospital access,
and logistics. Their children obtain U.S.
passports, Social Security numbers,
and the full rights of citizenship.
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Trump is doing the right thing for the U.S., and we
Democrats should judge the war on the merits.

(By David Boies, WSJ)

clared that Iran couldn’t be permitted
to develop nuclear weapons. Not one
acted to prevent it. Every president
since Ronald Reagan has condemned
Iran’s role in terrorism against Ameri-
can citizens, interests and allies. Not
one acted to stop it. Instead each
president left his successor with a
more dangerous Iran and a more com-
plicated threat to address.

Last June President Trump under-
took a limited military operation de-
signed to interrupt Iran’s development
of nuclear weapons and discourage
the country from continuing its nuclear
program. In the face of Iran’s refusal
to forswear nuclear weapons and evi-
dence that it was rapidly increasing
the number, sophistication and range
of its missiles, Mr. Trump began the
current military campaign.

If he hadn’t acted, his successor
would have been left with an even more
dangerous choice than his predecessors
left him. Three or four years from now, the
Iranian missiles now hitting Iran’s neigh-
bors could be hitting Berlin or London,
perhaps even New York or Washington—
perhaps with a nuclear device or at least
a dirty bomb.

No sensible person wants a war, a
president least of all. Wars destroy lives,
waste treasure and usually are unpopu-
lar. But the widespread hostility to this
military action seems untethered to any
serious discussion of the merits. What is
the alternative?

Obviously, few are prepared to say it
is simply to permit religious madmen who
swear “death to America” and back up their
threats with terrorism to secure nuclear
weapons and the capability to deliver
them. The scope and scale of Iran’s re-
sponse show how much its military ca-
pabilities have progressed, and how dan-
gerous it would have been to permit them
to increase further.

For three decades we have tried ev-
erything that each president could think
of. We've tried being nice, talking tough,
moral suasion, negotiated agreement,
economic sanctions. None worked. The
problem is that there is only one language
Iran’s leaders understand.

| understand some of the hostility to
Mr. Trump’s action. The isolationist wing
of the Republican Party and the pacifist
wing of the Democratic Party each are
wrapped in the fantasy that we can afford
to ignore the capabilities and intentions
of enemies because they are thousands
of miles away. Two hundred years ago that
view was credible. One hundred years ago
it was plausible. Today it takes only one
missile carrying a nuclear or dirty bomb
to get through our defenses, or one such
device smuggled into this country, to dev-
astate a city.

| also understand—and deplore—the
fringes of both parties that apparently hate
Israel and Jews so much that they op-
pose any action to neutralize Israel’s en-
emies.

What is harder to understand, and
particularly troubling for our country, is

opposition rooted simply in antipathy to- guided, we almost always wanted himto ness and extreme partisanship that has
Every past president since Bill Clinton, ward Mr. Trump himself. We used to say succeed if possible. Some efforts to cur- stunted our ability to cooperate and work
Republican and Democrat alike, has de- that politics stops at the water's edge. tail what the president is doing in Iran together. Those of us who generally op-

That was never completely true; the will-
ingness to bludgeon a president over for-
eign policy for domestic political gain is
as old as Vice President Thomas
Jefferson’s attacks on President John
Adams. Yet for most of our history we
have given the president the benefit of the
doubt.

More important, criticisms have his-
torically been based on policy differences
over the military action at hand, not knee-
jerk opposition to the president himself.
Many Republicans supported Mr. Clinton’s
military actions and President Obama’s
surge in Afghanistan; many Democrats
supported President George W. Bush’s
actions in Afghanistan and (at least ini-
tially) Irag. More Republicans than Demo-
crats probably supported President
Lyndon B. Johnson’s actions in Vietnam.

More important still, even when we
believed a president’s actions were mis-

s China's silence

Why has China maintained silence,
first on Venezuela and now on the US-
Israel-Iran War? What cold calculations
are at play?

There is a strong constituency within
China that is of the opinion that only Tai-
wan is the core of China's core interests,
followed by the South China Sea. Any-
where else in the world, China is prima-
rily concerned with trade and business.

While doing business, China wel-
comes anti-Americanism in its partners/
friends. But that is not the sole criterion.
For example, according to official Chinese
data, Russia, SaudiArabia, and Iraq con-
sistently rank as China's top three crude
oil suppliers.

But Saudi Arabia is a staunch sup-
porter of the US, and Iraq is allegedly a
“puppet state”. And this doesn't prevent
China from doing business with them. In
fact, China's bilateral trade and direct in-
vestment in Iraq are significantly higher
than those in Iran.

Whether it's Venezuela or Iran,
China's primary interest is oil, and its sec-
ondary interest is markets.

Therefore, China's message for its anti-
American friends/partners is clear: China

seem motivated simply by a desire not to
give him a win—even if it means a loss for
America.

When North Korea invaded South Ko-
rea President Harry S. Truman acted to
stop it. It was so unpopular that Truman
didn’t seek re-election in 1952. Dwight
Eisenhower was elected on the promise
that he would go to Korea and end the
war. But while Truman was president, law-
makers on both sides supported Truman,
even when he removed the popular Gen.
Douglas MacArthur from his command.

Truman’s successful defense of South
Korea began a four-decade bipartisan ef-
fort to contain, and ultimately end, com-
munism as a global threat. One wonders
what the result would have been if he faced
a country as divided and partisan as
today’s.

Republicans, including Mr. Trump,
bear a share of the blame for the divisive-

pose Mr. Trump but who recognize
the threat Iran poses need to sup-
port the military action not because
we owe anything to Mr. Trump but
because we owe it to ourselves, our
country and our children.

If we opposed the war and suc-
ceeded in pressuring Mr. Trump to
curtail it before the mission is ac-
complished, we would have the sat-
isfaction of defeating someone we
generally oppose, which might help
ourselves politically. But America
| would be worse for it.

America’s national security is
too important to hold hostage to par-
tisanship. We Democrats need to
begin by asking what our position
would be, and why, if the action had
been taken by Mr. Clinton, Mr.
Obama or Mr. Biden. I'm not count-
ing on it, but maybe in 2029, when
a Democrat is in the White House, our
Republican neighbors will return the fa-
vor, and judge that president’s efforts to
keep our nation safe on the merits and
not merely obstruct.

If we believe that Iran presents a seri-
ous threat, we need to support the presi-
dent on this issue.

There’s plenty to disagree with
him about, and we don’t need to like or
admire him. But on Iran we should be on
common ground. Not primarily because
we want to reduce partisanship in foreign
affairs—although that is conceivable.

Not because the voters will re-
ward us for a more measured response—
although | hope they will. But because it
is the right thing to do for our country, our
children and the Democrat who will suc-
ceed Mr. Trump as president. Mr. Boies
is a founding partner of the law firm Boies,
Schiller & Flexner.

on US-Israel's war in Iran strategic?

hopes they will continue to oppose the
US, but it does not want them to court
trouble by directly clashing with the US,
relying solely on China for support.

Similarly, while resolving the Taiwan
issue, China will likely neither need nor
expect help from any of its friends — it
will only need its friends to continue do-
ing business with China.

“Resolve your own problems don’t ex-
pect unconditional aid from China, and
certainly don't drag China into your own
troubles,” read one article in
Guancha.com, explaining China’s lack of
strong response on the Iran issue. It fur-
ther emphasised that China cannot act
as a superpower dominating its allies
without achieving national unity and with-
out safeguarding the core of its core in-
terests, and therefore, should prioritise Tai-
wan and East Asia. The other argument
that is fast gaining currency within Chi-
nese strategic circles is that the recent
actions of the US in the western hemi-
sphere — military invasion of Venezuela,
threats against Colombia, blockade of
Cuba, and now attack on Iran — are fun-
damentally part of the US's global com-
petition strategy, all stemming from con-

siderations of ultimately competing stra-
tegically with China. The US and the
West have consistently grouped coun-
tries like China, Russia, North Korea,
Cuba, Venezuela, and Iran. Currently, the
US is trying to avoid a full-scale conflict
and confrontation with China, but it is
systematically targeting the other coun-
tries from the said grouping. It’s a pattern
that warrants serious attention from China
and closer coordination with other like-
minded nations, particularly Russia. Wu
Hailong, former President of the China
Public Diplomacy Association, in his re-
cent speech at the 2026 China-Russia
Sanya Dialogue, argued that if the US
succeeded in overthrowing the Iranian
regime, it would set a very bad precedent
in the international community. He said it
would damage the credibility of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation and
BRICS, restrict the influence of China and
Russia in the Middle East, and cause real
and concrete damage to China and
Russia’s national interests. Iran's adher-
ence to an anti-American stance still has
positive strategic value for both China and
Russia, in terms of depleting US strate-
gic resources and containing US power.
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Ottawa Weighs Emergency Debate on

Iran War as Carney and Trump Hold Talks

Canada’s federal government
is considering an emergency
parliamentary debate on the
escalating conflict involving Iran
as the situation in the Middle
East continues to intensify.
Liberal House Leader and
Transport Minister Steven
MacKinnon announced that the
government has proposed
holding a discussion in the
House of Commons to address
the war and its potential
consequences for Canadians
living in the region.MacKinnon
shared the proposal on social
media, saying the government
wants opposition parties to
participate in a debate focused
on the hostilities and the safety
of Canadians abroad. At the
time of the announcement,

representatives for the
Conservative Party and the New
Democratic Party had not
publicly responded. It also
remained unclear whether Prime
Minister Mark Carney planned
to attend the debate in person.

According to a statement
from the Prime Minister’s Office,
Carney convened the federal
Incident Response Group on
Sunday with cabinet ministers
and senior officials to assess
the developing crisis. The
meeting centered on efforts to
protect Canadians currently in
the region and on working with
international partners to
encourage de escalation of the
conflict.

The Prime Minister’s Office
also clarified that Canada was

not involved in the U.S. and
Israeli military strikes against
Iran and had not been consulted
before the attacks took place.
Officials said Canada has no
intention of participating in
offensive operations against
Iran, while acknowledging that
the conflict has expanded

following retaliatory attacks by
Iran and allied groups across the .

broader Middle East.Another
statement confirmed that
Carney held a phone call
Sunday with U.S. President
Donald Trump. The two leaders
discussed the evolving Middle
East situation along with
economic and trade issues.
According to the official
readout, both leaders agreed to
maintain close communication

as the situation develops. he
government’s position has
drawn criticism and concern
from some political figures in
Ottawa.

Several Liberal caucus
members had already
expressed unease after Carney

initially voiced support for the
U.S. and Israeli strike on Iran
in late February. Interim NDP
leader Don Davies criticized
the government’s stance on
social media, calling it
inconsistent and lacking
principle.

Gunfire Targets Two Synagogues in Toronto
and Thornhlll Overnlght No Injuries Reported

Two synagogues in the
Greater Toronto Area were
struck by gunfire overnight,
prompting police investigations
and strong condemnation from
government officials and
community leaders. According to
Global News, the incidents
occurred late Friday night and
early Saturday morning in
separate locations in Thornhill
and Toronto. While buildings
sustained damage, authorities
confirmed that no injuries were
reported in either case.York
Regional Police said officers
responded around 11:49 p.m.
Friday after reports of gunshots
near Clark Avenue and York Hill
Boulevard in  Thornhill.
Investigators later discovered
evidence of gunfire directed at a
building on Clark Avenue. The
property was identified as the
Beth Avraham Yosef of Toronto
synagogue. Police confirmed
the structure suffered damage,
but no one inside the building
was harmed.

Prime Minister Mark Carney
condemned the shootings,
describing them as a serious
attack on the rights and safety
of Jewish Canadians. According
to Global News, Carney said the
incidents represent an assault

e

on the ability of Jewish
communities to live and worship
freely in Canada and called them
a violation of the country’s
values. He added that federal
agencies, including the RCMP,
will assist local police in
identifying those responsible and
ensuring they face justice.
Vaughan Mayor Steven Del
Duca also spoke out against the
incident involving the Thornhill
synagogue. He said he was
deeply angered by the act and
expressed concern about the
impact such violence has on
Jewish residents in the
community. Del Duca confirmed
that additional police presence
would be deployed around
synagogues to increase security
and reassure residents following
the shooting.In a separate
incident shortly after midnight,
Toronto police responded to
reports of gunfire near Bathurst
Street and Glencairn Avenue.
Officers arrived at approximately
12:08 a.m. and discovered bullet
holes in the front door of a
building on Glencairn Avenue.
Authorities later confirmed that
the building is a synagogue.
Police again reported that no
injuries occurred. Toronto city
councillor Brad Bradford

condemned the second attack,

4 writing on social media that he

was horrified and outraged by the

| incident. According to Global
% News, Bradford noted that the

synagogue had recently been

A celebrating Purim earlier in the

week. He also confirmed that
Toronto Police would increase
patrols outside places of worship
as a precaution.Community

organizations are now calling for
stronger protections. The Centre
for Israel and Jewish Affairs and
the UJA Federation of Greater
Toronto released a joint
statement urging governments
to provide additional security
resources to communities
facing threats. According to
Global News, the organizations
said it is unacceptable for

Canadian communities to face
violence linked to events
occurring abroad and stressed
that immediate action is needed
to address growing safety
concerns.

Both Toronto Police
and York Regional Police are
asking anyone who may have
information about the shootings
to come forward.

Canadians Return to Toronto After Being Stranded
in Dubai as Middle East Conflict Distupts Flights

Several Canadians arriving in Toronto from
Dubai expressed relief after finally making it
home amid escalating conflict in the Middle
East that has disrupted air travel across the
region. According to The Canadian Press,
many travellers endured days of uncertainty
and flight cancellations after the conflict began
following joint U.S. and Israeli strikes on Iran.
The violence quickly spread across the region,
causing thousands of flight cancellations and
leaving travellers scrambling to find routes
home.Neil Danics said he and his wife Irene
had travelled to the United Arab Emirates for a
conference and planned to spend several
additional days in Dubai before returning to
Canada. Their scheduled flight home was
cancelled when the conflict intensified, forcing
them to seek shelter during the first nights of
the fighting. Speaking about the experience,
Danics said they spent time hiding in an
underground parking garage while explosions
could be heard in the distance. The couple
initially considered travelling by land to Oman
to find another flight out of the region, but
eventually secured seats on a flight from Dubai
to Toronto that departed early Friday morning.
Danics said the experience had been stressful
for their family back home, though he noted
they were not necessarily afraid for their safety
but worried the situation might deteriorate and
make leaving even more difficult. Other
travellers described similar experiences.
Mukesh Desai said he and his wife were also

stranded in Dubai after their flight to Toronto was
cancelled. Their airline arranged a hotel while
they waited for nearly a week to secure new
tickets. Desai said there were occasional
explosions during their stay, though many of the
blasts were believed to be defensive interceptions
of incoming missiles and drones. Despite
reassurances from local authorities, he said the
couple felt significant relief once they landed
safely in Toronto.Anil Kumar said his journey
home was also uncertain until the final moments
before departure. He described arriving at the
airport in Dubai only to encounter a missile alert
that temporarily forced passengers to leave the
terminal. Afew hours later travellers were allowed
back inside and the flight eventually departed
for Toronto. Kumar said the experience had been
tense and exhausting as he waited to see if the
flight would actually take off.

Foreign Affairs Minister Anita Anand said the
federal government is working to help Canadians
still stranded in the region. According to The
Canadian Press, Ottawa has secured seats on
both chartered and commercial flights to assist
those trying to leave.

A charter flight is scheduled to carry
about 180 Canadians from Dubai to Istanbul,
while additional seats have been reserved on Air
Arabia and Emirates flights departing from the
region.Anand said Canadian diplomatic staff
have also arranged seats on several flights
departing Beirut for Istanbul and are coordinating
with travellers attempting to leave by land.
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Ottawa Introduces Revised Lawful Access Bill
Giving Police Expanded Online Data Powers

The federal government has
introduced a revised version of its
controversial lawful access
legislation that would expand the
ability of police and intelligence
agencies to obtain online data
during criminal investigations.
The updated proposal, known as
Bill C-22, was tabled in
Parliament on Thursday and is

intended to provide investigators |

with modern digital tools while
addressing privacy concerns
raised about earlier
legislation.Speaking in Ottawa,
Gary Anandasangaree said the
new bill attempts to strike a
balance between law
enforcement needs and the
protection of civil liberties.
According to reporting by Global
News, the minister emphasized
that the legislation is designed to
help police investigate online

crime while respecting
Canadians’ privacy rights. The
new bill would allow investigators
to request certain limited
information from
telecommunications providers
without a warrant, including a
“confirmation of service demand.”
This would permit police to ask
companies whether they provide

’ £

services to a particular individual.
However, more detailed
information such as subscriber
names or addresses would
require a judicial warrant under a
reasonable suspicion standard.
Bill C-22 also narrows the scope
of production orders compared
with earlier proposals. Requests
for identifying information would

be limited to basic details like a
person’s name and address and
would only apply to defined
electronic service providers such
as internet and
telecommunications companies.
Under the new rules, individuals
or companies would have 10
business days to challenge a
production order in court,
extending the previous five day

= \\indow. The legislation would also

allow Canadian investigators to
request transmission data or
subscriber information from
foreign technology companies
through court approval. That could
include major global platforms
such as Google, Meta, and
OpenAl. However, government
officials clarified that the law would
not compel those companies to
provide the requested information
if they operate outside Canada’s

jurisdiction. Another key
component of the bill requires
certain “core” electronic service
providers to maintain technical
capabilities that allow law
enforcement to carry out
authorized investigations. If
companies lack the necessary
infrastructure to assist in lawful
investigations, they could be
ordered by the federal government
to implement those capabilities.
Any such orders would require
approval from the federal
intelligence commissioner.Law
enforcement officials have argued
that Canada’s current legal
framework has not kept pace with
technological change. Eric Stubbs
said at the announcement that
criminal activity has evolved
rapidly online while the laws used
by investigators have remained
largely unchanged for decades.

Telus Investigating Major Cybersecurity Breach
After Hackers Claim Massive Data Theft

C an adi an
telecommunications company
Telus says it is investigating a
cybersecurity incident after
hackers claimed to have gained
unauthorized access to some of
the company’s systems. The
Vancouver based telecom
provider confirmed Thursday that
it is reviewing the situation and
working with cybersecurity
specialists and law enforcement
as the investigation
continues.According to reporting
by Reuters, the hacking group
known as ShinyHunters told the
news agency it had stolen at
least 700 terabytes of data from
Telus systems. The group has
previously been linked to several
high profile cyberattacks
targeting major companies

TELUS

around the world. In a statement
provided to Reuters, a Telus
spokesperson said the
company detected unauthorized
access to certain internal
systems but emphasized that
operations remain unaffected.

The company said all business
services continue to function
normally and that there is no
evidence that customer
connectivity or
telecommunications services
have been disrupted. Telus said

it has launched a full
investigation with the assistance
of digital forensics experts to
determine the scope of the
incident. The company is also
cooperating with law
enforcement authorities and has
begun notifying customers who
may have been affected where
appropriate. The company did not
specify what types of information
may have been compromised or
confirm the volume of data
allegedly taken. However,
samples of data shared by the
hackers with Reuters appear to
contain sensitive information
connected to at least two dozen
companies. The data reportedly
includes personally identifiable
information, call records and
recordings, FBI background

check information and software
source code related to several
business divisions within the
telecommunications  firm.
Reuters noted that it has not
independently verified the
authenticity of the data shared
by the hacking
group.ShinyHunters has
previously been associated with
a series of global cyberattacks.
The group recently claimed
responsibility for a breach
involving the Dutch telecom
provider Odido that exposed
personal information linked to
more than six million customer
accounts. The group has also
been linked to attacks targeting
companies such as PornHub
and the casino operator Wynn
Resorts.

Canada Cancels Hundreds of Visas Linked to
Iranian Regime as Security Screening Intensifies

security apparatus,

inadmissible to

supreme leader and has been involved in

Canadian border and immigration
authorities say they have revoked
hundreds of travel visas over suspected
links to Iran’s leadership, as Ottawa
continues to enforce strict measures
against individuals associated with the
Iranian government. According to figures
released by the Canada Border Services
Agency, at least 239 visas have been

cancelled due to concerns about the
holders’ possible connections to senior
Iranian officials.The latest numbers,
current as of March 5, show that Canada
is maintaining a tough stance toward
members of the Iranian regime. The
federal government first declared senior
Iranian government officials, along with
members of the country’s intelligence and

Canada in November 2022. Officials were
barred from entering the country because
of alleged involvement in terrorism and
systemic human rights violations,
according to the border agency. Data from
the CBSA also indicates that 32 individuals
have been formally deemed inadmissible
because they were identified as senior
officials connected to Iran’s ruling
leadership. In a public statement released
Thursday, the agency said Canada
remains committed to preventing those
tied to the Iranian regime from entering the
country or using it as a refuge. Canadian
authorities have also strengthened
enforcement measures related to the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, which
Ottawa designated as a terrorist entity in
2024. The Canadian government says the
organization operates directly under Iran’s

terrorist activity independently and
alongside groups such as Hezbollah and
Hamas.Security screening for Iranian visa
applicants involves several layers of
review. All Iranian nationals must obtain
visas before travelling to Canada. If officers
from Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada identify possible
admissibility concerns during the
application process, the case can be
referred to the CBSA for a deeper security
investigation. The agency then reports its
findings back to immigration officials, who
make the final determination on whether
the visa should be approved or denied.
Authorities say the screening program
has been extensive. Approximately 17,800
visa applications have been reviewed for
potential links to Iran’s leadership or
security agencies.
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Global Energy Shock: Canada and Allies Release
400 Million Barrels of Emergency Oil Amid Iran War

Canada and more than 30 other
countries have agreed to release
a massive emergency supply of
oil from strategic reserves as the
war involving Iran continues to dis-
rupt global energy markets. Ac-
cording to Global News, the de-
cision was announced by the In-
ternational Energy Agency after
member nations met to assess
the growing risk to oil supplies
caused by the conflict in the
Middle EastThe International En-
ergy Agency, which includes
Canada and 31 other member
countries, confirmed that approxi-
mately 400 million barrels of oil
will be released from emergency
reserves. The organization said
the coordinated action is intended
to stabilize global markets as the
war threatens one of the world’s
most important oil shipping scale of disruption required an
routes. equally large global response,
Speaking in a statement refer- adding that energy security has
enced by Global News, IEA Ex- always been the core mission of
ecutive Director Fatih Birol said the agency since it was created
the current challenges facing oil in 1974.

markets are unlike anything seen This marks the sixth time the IEA
before. He explained that the has organized a coordinated

N
A

emergency oil release in its his-
tory. Member countries collec-
tively hold more than 1.2 billion
barrels in government-controlled
emergency stockpiles, along with
another 600 million barrels held
by industry under government
mandates. These reserves are

SO o] News, roughly 20 to 25 per-

cent of the world’s oil supply nor-
mally travels through this strate-
gic waterway, making it one of
the most critical chokepoints in
global energy trade.

The IEA said the conflict that
began on February 28 has al-
ready severely restricted oil ex-
| ports moving through the strait.
Export volumes of crude and re-
fined petroleum products are now
reported to be below 10 percent
of their pre-conflict levels. As a
result, many operators across
the region have been forced to
reduce or temporarily halt
production.Qil markets have
been reacting sharply to the dis-
ruption. Prices surged to nearly
120 dollars per barrel earlier in
the week before falling slightly.
designed to be used during ma- According to Global News, oil
jor global supply disruptions.The was trading just under 90 dol-
move comes after Iran effectively lars per barrel at the time of
blocked the Strait of Hormuz by publication, compared with

threatening vessels attempting to
pass through the narrow chan-
nel linking the Persian Gulf to the
open ocean. According to Glo-

roughly 64 dollars before the
conflict began.
(Contd on page 6)

Trump Again Refers to Mark Carney as ‘Governor of
Canada,” Reviving Earlier Jabs at Canadian Leaders

U.S. President Donald Trump once
again stirred political attention this week
after referring to Canadian Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney as the “future Gov-
ernor of Canada” in a post on his Truth
Social platform. The remark came
Tuesday as Trump discussed efforts to
work with American governors on envi-
ronmental issues, specifically protect-
ing the Great Lakes from the spread of
invasive Asian carp. In the message,
Trump casually inserted the phrase
while referencing Carney, reigniting a
pattern of similar comments he has
made about Canadian leaders in recent
years.

This is not the first time Trump has
used the “governor” label when speak-
ing about Carney. Earlier this year in
January, Trump posted a message criti-
cizing the possibility of Chinese goods
entering the United States through
Canada. In that message, he wrote that

if “Governor Carney” believed Canada
could become a drop off point for Chi-
nese products heading into the Ameri-
can market, he was
mistaken. The com-
ment quickly circu-
lated online and drew
attention in both
American and Cana-
dian political circles.

Prime Min-
ister Carney ap-
peared largely
unfazed by the re-
mark when asked
about it publicly. He
told reporters he
would not respond to every online com-
ment or social media post, noting that
he could handle political rhetoric without
escalating the exchange. His response
reflected a broader strategy of avoiding
direct public disputes over Trump’s so-

cial media statements. The two leaders
have previously shared lighter moments
despite the occasional political jab. In

October 2025,

during the Sum-

mit for Peace

meeting focused
on securing a per-
manent ceasefire
in Gaza, Trump
mistakenly re-
ferred to Carney
as the “presi-
dent” of Canada
while praising the
country’s involve-
ment in the initia-
tive. After the event, Carney jokingly ap-
proached Trump and said he was glad to
be “upgraded” to president. Trump re-
sponded with a smile and a friendly pat
on the back, joking that at least he had
not called him governor that time. Trump

has also used similar language when re-
ferring to former Canadian prime minis-
ter Justin Trudeau. In early 2025 he sug-
gested that Canada could someday be-
come the 51st U.S. state and referred
to Trudeau as a governor. The comments
continued throughout the year, includ-
ing during the Four Nations Face Off
hockey tournament, when Trump invited
Trudeau to join U.S. governors at a
meeting in Washington and joked about
Canada eventually becoming part of the
United States. The remarks have gen-
erally been viewed as political teasing
rather than official policy statements, but
they have repeatedly sparked discus-
sion about the tone of cross border po-
litical commentary. For now, Prime Min-
ister Carney appears focused on main-
taining a measured response while con-
tinuing diplomatic engagement with the
United States.

Ontario to Merge Conservation Authorities as Ford Government Cuts Agenmes by 75%

The Government of Ontario
has confirmed a major
restructuring of the province’s
environmental oversight system,
announcing plans to merge its 36
conservation authorities into just
nine regional bodies. The move,
unveiled Tuesday by Todd
McCarthy, represents a reduction
of roughly 75 percent and is part
of the government’s broader effort
to streamline environmental
regulation and accelerate
development approvals. Speaking
at the announcement, McCarthy
said the change follows months
of consultation with

municipalities, environmental
groups and members of the
Progressive Conservative
caucus. The government had
initially proposed reducing the
number of conservation
authorities to seven, but revised
the plan after receiving feedback
from stakeholders. McCarthy
said the new total of nine
agencies strikes a balance
between efficiency and regional
representation.

According to the province, the
existing system has become
fragmented and overly complex,
creating duplication of services

and making it more difficult for
developers, municipalities and
property owners to navigate
permit processes. Provincial
officials say the restructuring will
create more consistent
environmental oversight across
Ontario while simplifying the
approval process for housing and
infrastructure projects. The
government also argues that the
new structure will still provide
strong protections against
environmental risks such as
flooding, while supporting the
construction of new homes.
Officials say the consolidation will

allow regional conservation
authorities to better coordinate
watershed management,
environmental monitoring and land
use planning across broader

geographic areas.As part of the

overhaul, the province has
identified nine new regional
conservation authorities that will
replace the existing system.
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New Poll Reveals Divided
Views Among Young Canadian
Men on Gender Equality

A new survey released ahead
of International Women’s Day
suggests that while most Cana-
dians support gender equality,
younger men are more likely to
believe the country has already
gone far enough in achieving equal
rights between men and women.
According to data from Ipsos
shared with Global News, 57 per
cent of Canadian men under the
age of 35 say gender equality has
progressed sufficiently, compared
with 40 per cent of Canadians
overall who share that view.The
survey also found that younger
men are more likely to hold tradi-
tional beliefs about gender roles
within households. About one
quarter of male respondents un-
der 35 agreed with the statement
that a husband should have the
final say on major decisions in
the home. In addition, 54 per cent
of young men said that efforts to
promote gender equality have
reached a point where men are
now being discriminated against.
Both responses were noticeably
higher than those recorded
among the general Canadian
population.

Humberto Carolo, CEO of
White Ribbon Canada, said the
findings are troubling but not en-
tirely unexpected. Speaking to
Global News, he said many
young men are increasingly ex-
posed to outdated or misogynis-
tic ideas through online spaces
such as social media platforms,
gaming communities, and
internet forums. Carolo noted that
these attitudes often reflect
broader global trends that orga-
nizations working with youth are
observing in schools and
communities.The findings come
from a 29 country survey con-
ducted by Ipsos in partnership
with the Global Institute for
Women’s Leadership at King’s
College London. Overall, Canadi-
ans still ranked among the popu-
lations with the most positive

views toward gender equality
compared with countries such as
the United States, Britain, India,
Brazil, Japan, and South Africa.
Canadians were also less likely
than the global average to agree
with statements suggesting that
wives should obey husbands,
that young men should strive to
be physically tough, or that
women should avoid appearing
too independent.Despite
Canada’s relatively positive out-
look, attitudes appear to vary
across generations. The poll
found that the percentage of Ca-
nadians who believe gender
equality has gone far enough has
increased by six points compared
with last year. At the same time,
younger men appear to hold more
traditional views than older gen-
erations in some areas, reflect-
ing a trend that researchers say
is also visible in other countries.

Differences between young
men and women were particularly
notable in the results. Among
Canadians under 35, 61 per cent
of men said achieving gender
equality is personally important
to them, compared with 77 per
cent of women. A significant gap
also emerged on leadership rep-
resentation, with 68 per cent of
young women saying equality will
not be achieved without more fe-
male leaders in business and gov-
ernment. Only 37 per cent of
young men agreed with that
view.Carolo said the findings high-
light the importance of earlier
education around healthy relation-
ships and respect. He told Glo-
bal News that discussions about
equality and gender roles should
begin earlier in childhood so
young people can better recog-
nize and reject harmful narratives
when they encounter them
online. The Ipsos survey was con-
ducted between December 24,
2025, and January 9, 2026, us-
ing its Global Advisor online plat-
form.

Nunavut MP Lori Idlout Leaves NDP to Sit With
Liberals, Boosting Carney Government

Nunavut  Member  of
Parliament Lori Idlout has left the
New Democratic Party and will
now sit with the Liberal caucus, a
move that brings Prime Minister
Mark Carney’s government closer
to securing a majority in the
House of Commons. The shift was
confirmed by NDP interim leader
Don Davies, who said the party
was disappointed by the decision.
Davies criticized the move and
reiterated the NDP’s long standing
position on MPs switching parties
after an election. Speaking about
the situation, he said that when
elected representatives choose to
join another party they should
return to voters and seek a new

mandate. According to Davies,
floor crossing undermines the
decision voters made during the
election. Neither Idlout nor the
prime minister had officially
confirmed that she would formally
join the Liberal Party as of late
Tuesday, but Liberal MP Taleeb
Noormohamed welcomed her
publicly on social media and said
he looked forward to working with
her. The move leaves the NDP with
only six seats remaining in the
House of Commons.ldlout was
first elected to represent Nunavut
in 2021 and recently appeared at
an NDP leadership campaign
event in Ottawa just days before
the announcement.
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Canada Loses 84,000 Jobs as
Unemploymet CI|bs t0.6.7% in February

Canada’s labour market showed
signs of weakness in February
as the unemployment rate rose
to 6.7 percent while the
economy lost 84,000 jobs, ac-
cording to the latest Labour
Force Survey released by Sta-
tistics Canada. The report
showed that employment de-
clined across several industries
while more Canadians entered
the job market looking for
work.Statistics Canada reported
that the national employment
rate fell by 0.2 percentage
points to 60.6 percent, marking
the second straight monthly de-
cline. The figure now sits just
above the recent low of 60.5 per-
cent recorded in August 2025.

At the same time, the labour
force participation rate edged
down to 64.9 percent, reflecting
a slightdrop in the share of Ca-
nadians aged 15 and older who
are either working or actively
searching for employment.
Long term unemploy-
ment remains a growing con-
cern. Nearly 23 percent of the
roughly 1.5 million Canadians
who were unemployed in Feb-
ruary had been looking for work
for at least 27 weeks. Accord-
ing to Statistics Canada, this
level is significantly higher than
the average seen before the pan-
demic, when the share of long
term unemployed workers stood
around 17 percent between

2017 and 2019. Economists had

| expected the labour market to
| add roughly 10,000 jobs in Feb-
+ ruary, making the decline far
| weaker than forecasts. Andrew

Hencic, director and senior
economist at TD Economics,
said in a note that the data high-
lights ongoing challenges fac-
ing the Canadian economy. He

| noted that structural shifts in the
. economy are slowing job cre-

ation and limiting overall labour
market momentum.Most of the
job losses were concentrated in
Quebec, where employment fell
by 57,000 positions, represent-
ing a 1.2 percent decline and the
largest monthly drop in the prov-
ince in four years. Employment
also decreased in British Co-
lumbia, Saskatchewan, and
Manitoba, while other provinces
saw little change during the
month. Both major sectors of
the economy recorded job
losses. Services producing in-
dustries shed about 56,000 po-
sitions, while goods producing sec-

tors lost roughly 28,000 jobs. |

Wholesale and retail trade saw the

largest decline with 18,000 fewer

workers.

|
|
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