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Assistez a nos séances d'information en ligne
sans frais afin d'obtenir les réponses a toutes
vos questions.

Voici quelques séances d'information a venir.

Les grandes lignes de la déclaration
de revenus

Les nouveaux arrivants et la fiscalité

Impot - Avez-vous tous vos papiers?

Les étudiants étrangers et la fiscalité

Inscrivez-vous et découvrez la liste compléte
de nos séances d'information a
justepourtous.ca/accompagnement.
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—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS

NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
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ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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DAN-IPIV

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi,all Indian, Pakistani,English and All over The

World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO, Sports,

Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,
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AUGCH 968, HE U8, MTElS, dcelban,
fEAat M3 MUs © 9a%t T 2 ndE HIE Ao d
Instagram:|AMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Supreme Court blocks Trump tariffs—

but hands him a smarter path forward

President Donald Trump has lost his
tariff case in the Supreme Court. However,
with careful and prudent use of the tariff
powers he does have, he can turn this
into a win for his policies and for America.

The Supreme Court has just ruled in
Learning Services v. Trump that the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA) does not authorize
the president to impose tariffs. While the
act unquestionably gives him the power
to regulate imports in the event of unusual
and extraordinary emergencies, the
dispute was whether tariffs — a kind of tax
— are legally and constitutionally
"regulation."

While there were reasonable
arguments on both sides, six of the nine
justices ruled they are not, and that the
IEEPA does not empower the president
to impose tariffs. What are the likely
economic consequences of this ruling,
and what should it imply for future Trump
trade policy?

First, note that as economic policy,

tariffs are a bad idea. International trade
raises incomes and promotes economic
growth in every country that trades. Trade
is mutually beneficial, win-win for all
trading parties. It is a popular myth that
trade destroyed American manufacturing.
American manufacturing has steadily
increased since 1970, more than doubling,
as shown by data collected by the Federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis.

On the other hand, roughly 90% of the
costs of the "liberation day" tariffs have
been borne by American businesses and
consumers, as shown in analysis by
economists at the New York Federal
Reserve. The American economy has had
solid growth and low unemployment under
Trump, but this is owing to his excellent
energy and deregulation policies, which
have reduced regulatory burdens. Tariff
costs are another burden on the economy.
Removing this drag should further
encourage economic growth and
employment.

It is also a popular myth that a trade

[

deficit is a loss for a country. The trade
deficit, or current account, is balanced the
capital and financial accounts, that is,
foreigners investing in America.

There are two reasons why
foreign investment flows into America. One
is that America’s security and dynamism
make it an attractive place to invest, a
good thing. The other is the Federal
government’s growing appetite for
borrowing to cover its burgeoning deficits,
a bad thing. Tariffs and trade restrictions
make America’s economy less dynamic
and do nothing to curb the government’s
fiscal irresponsibility. There is no good
economic argument for tariffs.

However, for foreign policy and national
security purposes, tariffs can have an
important role. Numerous other laws
authorize the president to impose such
tariffs. For example, the Trade Act of
1974, Section 122 (under which Trump
has now imposed 10% tariffs)
authorizes tariffs in the event of severe
balance-of-payments deficits. The Trade

Expansion Act of 1962, Section 232,
authorizes tariffs on goods for national
security purposes.

Numerous other laws authorize the
president to impose tariffs. However, all of
these include various reasonable
conditions and limits. For example, if the
president imposes a national security
tariff, Section 232 gives the administration
270 days to develop a study justifying the
tariff. Trump still holds broad power to
impose tariffs, but now it is more
constrained and requires transparent
reasons for any particular exercise of this
power.

While this constrains Trump
somewhat, he can turn this into a win for
his presidency. Tariff power can be useful
as a foreign policy tool, and by using a
more nuanced and targeted approach to
tariff policy, he can accomplish a lot of
good for the American economy.

For example, the European Union is
attempting to impose its ESG
(Environmental, Social, and Governance)
standards on American firms doing
business in Europe, via the EU’s
Corporate Due Diligence and
Sustainability Mandates. EU mandates
would apply to all of a firm’s activities
everywhere, not just those in Europe.

Similarly, the EU has attempted to
impose its Digital Services Act on
American media platforms such as X
(formerly Twitter) and Meta. This would
require firms to monitor and censor free
speech, despite America’s First
Amendment protections. Targeted tariffs
could be a very useful tool for punching
back at this, protecting free commerce
and defending American firms from such
attacks. This would have the effect of
strengthening America’s economy and
position in the world.

President Trump has lost a round in
the Supreme Court and his ability to
impose tariffs is constrained. But with
judicious use of the powers he retains, he
can turn this into an opportunity to make
America stronger and his presidency a
greater success.

Punch the monkey's story isn't unusual,
then why does it feel so personal?

It is easy to dismiss it at first. It's
just a monkey. Just another animal
video. Just another fleeting moment of
internet cuteness. But Punch’s story
has proven to be much more than that.
The world has formed an unexpected
emotional connection with Punch, the
baby monkey at Japan’s Ichikawa Zoo,
who was abandoned by its mother and
later found comfort in a stuffed
orangutan placed beside it.

The internet collectively softened
while watching Punch wrap the plush
toy's arms around itself for reassurance,
felt a pang when other monkeys
rejected it, and melted when it clung to
the caretaker for safety. Each moment
struck a nerve, turning quiet observation
into shared emotion.

What makes this reaction
interesting is that abandonment is not
unusual in the animal kingdom. It
happens often and instinctively. Yet
Punch’s story feels deeply personal to
many. People aren’t just watching an
animal; they’re resonating with a feeling.
And that reaction has far less to do with
wildlife behaviour and far more to do with

human psychology, our instinct to
connect with vulnerability, seek
comfort, and recognise our own fears
reflected in another being.The instant
connection
Dr Anitha Chandra, consultant
psychiatrist at Aster CMI Hospital,
Bengaluru, tells India Today that people
are feeling a deep sense of connection
with Punch because humans are
naturally wired to empathise with babies,
especially those that appear small,
helpless, and similar to human infants.
This response, she explains, reflects
how human psychology is shaped by
emotional bonding, parental instinct,
and the tendency to humanise animals.
To this, Dr Munia Bhattacharya,
senior consultant, clinical psychologist
at Marengo Asia Hospital, Gurugram,
adds that what really stayed with people
was seeing vulnerability so clearly.
"When humans see a young being
that looks lost or confused, it hits
something emotional very quickly. Most
people don't sit and analyse why they
feel moved. They just feel it. In a quiet
way, Punch reminded people of

moments when they themselves felt left
out, unsupported, or emotionally alone.
That’s why the reaction became so
strong."

Baby animals often spark stronger
emotions because they send out the
same cues as human infants: small
size, big eyes, soft features, and a
sense of helplessness. These signals
instantly trigger our protective instincts,
even before logic kicks in.

We don't stop to think about the
species; we simply respond to
vulnerability, because that's how the
human brain is wired.

Having a safety net

In the many videos circulating online,
what left people in awe was the way
Punch dragged the plush toy
everywhere, wrapping its arms around
it for comfort and even clinging to the
caretaker the moment it saw him.

It instantly conveyed a simple truth:
even if the world feels against you,
having that one safety net can help you
sail through."Safety nets are very
important in moments of rejection
because they give comfort, reduce fear,

and help a person or even an animal
feel secure during emotional pain, and
Punch's comfort toy resonates strongly
with human experiences because many
people also hold on to objects,
memories, or loved ones for emotional
support when they feel lonely or hurt,"
says Dr Chandra.

This shows that the need for
reassurance, attachment, and a sense
of safety is universal, and that even
something as simple as a soft toy can
come to symbolise hope, stability, and
healing in difficult moments.But the
thing with us humans is that we often
need something to fixate on, be it
Labubu, bag charms, or the latest
internet trend that offers a brief sense
of comfort and distraction. While
Punch's story struck a deep emotional
chord, it was the plush toy he clung to
that unexpectedly became the next
object of collective obsession. The
orangutan soft toy, seen as Punch's
source of comfort, quickly captured the
public imagination, turning from a
background detail into a symbol of
emotional safety.



15 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #532

FRIDAY, 06 MARCH , 2026

Is branding the 'shirtless' Congress
protest as national shame justified?

The protest by shirtless Youth Congress members at the Al summit, a global event that was attended by foreign
leaders, has led the BJP to label it as a national shame. The 'drama' may seem inappropriate, even reckless. But

democracies do not weaken because protests are flawed. They weaken when the space for protest shrinks.

The 'shirtless' Youth Congress
protest at the Al summit in Delhi
has produced the kind of reactions
that now arrive almost by reflex.
Outrage. Mockery. Moral
grandstanding. Within minutes,
social media and hyper-ventilating
prime time shows playing the
visuals in a loop had delivered its
verdict: the protest was
"misguided"”, "embarrassing”, and
even a "national shame”. Let's
begin with what should be
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obvious. Itis legitimate to question
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for serious offences, not as
routine instruments to manage
peaceful dissent. Their
indiscriminate use sends a
message far beyond those
arrested. The signal is subtle but
powerful: protest, and you may
pay a disproportionate price.
India's own history offers enough
warnings. The Jayaprakash
' Narayan movementin the 1970s

was dismissed by critics as
chaotic and irresponsible. The
state's heavy-handed reaction in

the protest. One may see the
choice of venue as odd, the
symbolism as over-the-top, the
politics as theatrical. Personally,
| saw the protest as 'poor form'in
the context of a major global Al
summit that has little to do with
any political angst over an as-yet-
unsigned Indo-US trade deal. But
democratic debate is built on
precisely such disagreement. Not
every protest is wise. Not every
slogan is persuasive. Often, as
most likely in this case, the
protest is designed purely to
capture eyeballs in a manic
attention-deficit media eco-
system that prioritises sensation
over sense. As a Congress leader
pointedly remarked, "When we
don't protest, you call us timid; now
when we do, you accuse us of
losing our shirt! Damned if we do,
damned if we don't. Factis, none
of your channels would have
covered us if we hadn't staged a
dramatic protest."

GUJARAT PLAYBOOK?

The 'drama’ may seem
inappropriate, even reckless. But
there is a distinction that often

.l
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gets lost in the noise: disliking a
protest is not the same as
delegitimising the right to
peacefully protest. So when the
Delhi Police cracked down on the
non-violent protesters by
arresting them and the Youth
Congress president under non-
bailable legal provisions, even
accusing them of conspiracy
against the nation, it is designed
to have a chilling effect on all
protests. Interestingly, the Delhi
Police is only following a
playbook perfected in Gujarat,
where Section 144 has been
routinely invoked to prevent any
public gatherings. In a 2025 order,
the Gujarat High Court ruled that
the Ahmedabad Police's repeated
and continuous imposition of
Section 144 amounted to
"unjustified, non-transparent and
constitutionally impermissible
restrictions on citizens' rights". In
a sense, the Modi-Shah Gujarat

ﬁ:

model of coercive state power has
gone national, now borrowed by
several state governments across
parties who brazenly use the
local police as a weapon to
harass and intimidate their
political opponents. This
'normalisation' of punitive
measures against any
expression of dissent is ominous.

SHRINKING SPACE FOR
DISSENT

The shrinking of democratic
spaces in public life is apparent.
The Leader of the Opposition is
heckled and not allowed to speak
in Parliament on contentious
issues. Parliament itself has
become a notice board for
government legislation to be
rammed through. The
mainstream media is mostly
chained, unable or unwilling to
raise inconvenient questions that
will challenge the party in power.
University campuses are now
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strictly policed: any expression
of an alternate viewpoint is
instantly branded "anti-national".
Civil society itself is reluctant to
challenge anyone in authority for
fear of being targeted: actor
Naseeruddin Shah was recently
"disinvited" to a Mumbai
University event without an
explanation or an apology, only
because he has been critical of
the Modi government. From
YouTubers to stand-up
comedians, the fear factor can be
overwhelming for many. And yet,
the governing instinct is frequently
the opposite. A protest disrupts
traffic, unsettles an event, or
embarrasses authority. The
administrative response is swift:
detain, disperse, invoke the law.
Arrest becomes less about public
order and more about restoring
optics. The problem arises when
this instinct slides into overreach.
Non-bailable charges are meant

declaring an Emergency is what
ultimately defined the moment.
Democracies rarely gain strength
by confusing dissent with
disorder. We have seen versions
of this story play out repeatedly.
Anti-corruption protests,
citizenship law demonstrations,
farmers' agitations — each drew
sharp criticism, sometimes
justified. But the legitimacy of
democracy required that the right
to assemble and dissent remain
intact. Democracies do not
weaken because protests are
flawed. They weaken when the
space for protest shrinks. Which
brings us to the other favourite
phrase of the week: national
shame. A shirtless protest, we
were told by none other than
Prime Minister Modi, had
somehow diminished India's
dignity. This is rhetorical inflation
at its most dramatic.
Democracies have always been
theatres of symbolism. Black
armbands, hunger strikes, silent
marches, street plays — protest
is rarely tidy or aesthetically
pleasing.

Thalapathy vs Thalapathy: Vijay's attempt to be
David to Stalin's Goliath in Tamil Nadu

The reel 'Jana Nayagan' remains in
the cans. But 'Thalapathy' Vijay has
begun presenting himself as the real
'Jana Nayagan', if the Vellore public
meeting is any indication. Like the hero
he has played in countless films, Vijay
is making it about himself versus the
entire machinery of the DMK.

All the different alphabet soup parties
that dot the political landscape of Tamil
Nadu have chosen one of the two
Dravidian fronts and Vijay stands alone
sans any alliance partners. With the
Congress, as of now, deciding to stick
with the DMK despite the Dravidian major
refusing to concede its twin demands of
a significant increase in number of seats
to contest and share in power should the
alliance return to power, the hopes of the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam for a TVK-
Congress tango have all but evaporated.

Vijay's Vellore pitch on Monday was

therefore a Kollywoodish interpretation of
the Tamil Nadu Assembly election of 2026
- Vijay versus everyone else. It was
cinematic and replete with punch
dialogues. Which makes one beg the
question: Will he be an NT Rama Rao who
stormed to power in 1983 within months
of forming his Telugu Desam in
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh or a Kamal
Haasan whose Makkal Needhi Maiyam
sank without a whimper in the 2021
Assembly elections, netting just 2.6
percent of the vote?

On available evidence so far, Vijay is
the X-factor Tamil Nadu has not seen for
a long time in its electoral politics. Even
his worst critics admit that his support
base cuts across the demography of the
state, with women in the age bracket of
18-40 and the youth his biggest
cheerleaders. Vijay is banking on the
"Vijay' and 'Viji' in every family, as he likes

to christen his young supporters, to
convince the elders in their families to give
the TVK a chance.

Newbie political parties succeed only
when there is a political vacuum. Like it
did for the TDP in the 80s, when the
people of Andhra Pradesh were fed up with
the conveyor belt of Congress chief
ministers, remote controlled from Delhi.
The advantage for Vijay is that he has
entered the electoral ring, 59 years after
Tamil Nadu dumped the Congress and
plumped for the Dravidian stock.

The TVK would bank on the fatigue with
the Dravidian model of governance and
politics among a section of the electorate
and anti-incumbency against the MK
Stalin regime, to convince voters to give
Vijay a chance.

Itis significant that barring a couple of
salvos so far, Vijay has largely ignored
the second player in the Dravidian matrix

- the AIADMK. In doing so, he is trying to
elevate his own stature as the real
challenger. Knowing that the anti-DMK
voter would vote for the party and the
candidate that has a better chance of
defeating Stalin's party, Vijay's idea is to
convince that voter that the TVK has a
better chance in the constituency than the
NDA.Bravado, histrionics and one-liners
aside, can Vijay succeed when Vijaykanth
- the other big actor who aspired to be the
alternative to the Dravidian majors - could
not? There is a difference. Vijaykanth
contested his first assembly election in
2006, with his DMDK garnering 8.4
percent.

But the challenge for him was that
Tamil Nadu politics was still bipolar, with
Karunanidhi and Jayalalithaa still going
strong. Five years laterin 2011, 'Captain’,
as Vijaykanth was called, tied up with the
AIADMK.
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Modi's visit to Israel is India's signalling to the world

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
reached Israel on Wednesday for
atwo-day visit even as India has
asked all its citizens to vacate
I[ran. The Middle East is
scorching hot, and India is
choosing this moment to deliver
a shape-defining hit, albeit with a
goldsmith's hammer. This is
going to be a precise and delicate
signalling of its strategic position.

The visit is crucial for
Netanyahu and Israel. The Israeli
PM is facing increasing pressure
— at home over "authoritarian
tendencies", and abroad over the
Gaza crisis. At this moment,
Israel stands as a near-pariah
nation.In India, Modi's visit is
being criticised by some for
"compromising" the country's
moral leadership and the
balanced stand on the Israel-
Palestine issue. Again, it is all
about the timing. New Delhi
hosted one of the biggest
international delegations,
including many countries with a
stated anti-lsrael stance, just
days ago at the India Al Impact
Summit.Indiaisn't a pariah state
but one that has a calibrated
foreign policy, dealing at the
same time with the US, China
and Russia, along with Iran and
Israel. So, when Modi meets
Netanyahu, itis a leader of a non-
aligned nation meeting his
counterpart of one of its biggest
strategic and defence partners.

This in no way stymies its two-
state stand on Palestine.Our
memories are woefully short,
especially when we are in
criticism mode. Remember, it
was only Israel that unflinchingly
stood by India during Operation
Sindoor. Cutting-edge Israeli
weapons added to India's military
muscle as it engaged in a mini-
war with Pakistan in May
2025.1srael is one of India's most
reliable security and defence
partners. In its Budget for 2026-
27, India increased its defence
allocation by 15.19%, taking it to
an all-time high of Rs 7.85 lakh
crore ($87 billion). This as
Pakistan, which signed a
ceasefire with India after the May
2025 four-day war, is on an arms
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procurement overdrive.

An agreement on security
cooperation is likely to be signed
during Modi's trip, which could
focus on the transfer of advanced
weapon technologies. The famed
Iron Dome and the lron Beam,
which is a high-energy laser
weapon that shoots down drones
at just a couple of dollars per
shot, is being talked about in this
regard in security expert circles.

Israel isn'timportant just as a
defence ally, it is one of the
building blocks of the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC). The IMEC is India's
answer to China's Belt and Roads
Initiative (BRI) as New Delhi
positions itself as a China+1
alternative.

&

The IMEC will give India
unhindered logistical access to
European markets and integrate
it better with global supply chains.
Itis, therefore, crucial to its plans
of becoming the factory of the
world.

Modi's visit to Israel also has
tacit support for the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), India's closest
Arab ally. Since 2020, when the
UAE signed the Abraham
Accords, it has deepened its
cooperation with Israel. It has
maintained deep ties despite the
war in Gaza, which prevented
Saudi Arabia, the Sunni regional
powerhouse, from signing the
Donald Trump-mediated
accord.India, Israel, the US and
the UAE have cooperated for
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investments and regional stability
under the 12U2 Group, dubbed the
West Asian Quad.

Israel's ties with the UAE have
become more significant with
Saudi Arabia signing a defence
pact with Pakistan, which allows
the use of Pakistani nuclear
weapons for Riyadh. Turkey, a
Nato member with a big standing
military, is seeking a tripartite
defence deal with Saudi and
Pakistan. Turkey provided drones
and military technicians to
Pakistan during the May 2025 war.

This  context makes
Netanyahu's plans for a Hexagon
security alliance, which includes
India, very interesting. India simply
doesn't have much of a choice
with China, Pakistan and Turkey
in the other camp. A Hexagon
alliance, therefore, makes more
than sixth sense.

Even as alliances get forged
in the Middle East, PM Modi's
visit, most importantly, is a
strategic signalling to the US,
Israel's closest ally. After two
decades of elevated ties with New
Delhi, DC has taken an Islamabad
tilt under President Donald Trump.
He is banking on Pakistan to send
its soldiers to Gaza as part of the
International Stabilisation Force.
The Rawalpindi-Islamabad hybrid
regime, fearful of the domestic
backlash, has been dithering on
committing its troops, but is
equally fearful of offending Trump.

e
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If Trump wants to smash Mexican cartels, he's
got history and law on his side

With Puerto Vallarta and the
state of Jalisco under siege from
the cartels, American
policymakers need to know that
President Donald Trump would be
on strong legal ground if he
chooses to hit the cartels in
Mexico or anywhere in the world.

Over the last four decades, the
drug cartels have transported
tens of thousands of military-age
men over our borders, many of
them carrying weapons of mass
destruction like fentanyl or
carfentanil. This isn’t "migration.”
It's an invasion, and, under the
Constitution, the president not
only has the authority, but the
duty to act.

Though the drug cartels are
non-state actors, they effectively
control roughly one-third of
Mexican territory, exerting quasi-
sovereignty by extracting "taxes,"
controlling the movement of
people, and intimidating and
extorting government into doing
their will.

Trump has done what no
president in decades could do:
he secured the southern border
and stopped the massive influx
of illegal aliens and dangerous
drugs. Butis America required to
stand back and wait for criminals
to cross our borders in order to
defend itself? Of course not.

GKB Mepta, Aaki Group

There is ample precedent for authorization of force — not a meeting on March 10. Wilson

presidents using the military to
take on non-state actors abroad
who threatened the lives and
livelihoods of Americans — even
without congressional
authorization.

Shortly after taking office in
1801, President Thomas
Jefferson famously sent the
Marines "to
the shores of
Tripoli" to
punish
pirates who
foryears had
harassed
American
merchant|
ships and
demanded
tribute
payments.
Congress
was not in session, but Jefferson
neither waited for authorization
nor called them into session.
Despite having a relatively small
navy for the time, the new
president sent a squadron to the
Mediterranean with orders to sink
the pirates if necessary. In
August 1801, the squadron sank
a ship off the coast of Malta
without congressional

authorization. In February 1802,
Congress

passed an
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declaration of war.

On March 9, 1916, the outlaw
Pancho Villa’'s raiders killed
three American citizens and then
crossed the border to attack
Columbus, New Mexico, killing
10 American soldiers, robbing
American businesses and killing
eight more civilians. Maj. Frank

SRR

Tompkins’s men pursued the
raiders 15 miles across the
Mexican border, killing 100 of
them and capturing 30. Villa’s
men had previously executed a
train car full of American
engineers who were on their way
to work in Mexico’s mines. The
Mexican government continually
proved unable to bring Villa and
his men to justice.

President Woodrow Wilson
called an emergency cabinet
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decided to send the Army into
Northern Mexico, citing an 1882
treaty that allowed "hot pursuit"
over the border. Wilson sent
4,800 soldiers into Mexico under
General John J. "Black Jack”
Pershing on a "punitive
expedition” to track down Villa
and his men. Congress showed
their approval with a
concurrent
resolution two days
after the fact. The
Mexican
government
protested and even
fought back against
the Army, but
ultimately backed
down in the face of
American strength.

Drug cartels
have killed far more
Americans than either the
Barbary Pirates or Pancho Villa
ever did. As the DEA has said
repeatedly, nearly all of the drugs
killing Americans today were
trafficked over our southern
border.Some liberals and
libertarians would likely object
that attacking the cartels in
Mexico or outside our borders
would violate the War Powers
Act, which Congress passed
over President Nixon’s veto in

You

1973. But even if a court upheld
the War Powers Act on its merits
— which has still never
happened — the law merely
requires that the president notify
Congress of an attack within 48
hours and limits an attack to 90
days without congressional
authorization. Since the WPA’s
passage, presidents of both
parties have conducted military
operations all over the world
without congressional
authorization — from Haiti to
Libya to Bosnia. Declarations of
war have been extremely rare in
our history: the last was in 1942.
The Founders intentionally gave
the president broad and fulsome
powers to conduct military
operations after the sclerotic
Articles of Confederation proved
unable to respond to Shay’s
Rebellion and the British refusal
to remove troops from newly
independent American territory.
Presidents must be able to act
quickly and decisively to protect
Americans from national security
threats, and the Founders gave
them the tools to do just that.
After President Trump took office
last January, the military began
Operation Southern Spear, which
has involved direct attacks on
drug smuggling boats from
Venezuela.
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Toronto New Home Market 2026: GTA Real Estate
Prices, Condo Market Trends & Best Investments

The Toronto new home market
in 2026 is at a historic inflection
point. After a decade fueled by
speculative investor activity, the
pre-construction condo model
has hit a wall. Sales volumes
have dropped to levels not seen
since the 1990s, projects are
being delayed, and developers are
becoming increasingly selective
about what they launch.While this
environment has been painful for
over-leveraged investors, it has
created a rare opportunity for end-
users, first-time buyers, and long-
term homeowners. Elevated
inventory and stalled speculation
have shifted negotiating power
toward buyers who are financially
prepared and strategically
informed. If you are researching
the Toronto new construction
market in 2026, this in-depth
guide covers pricing,
neighbourhoods, trusted builders,
and the red flags you must
understand before buying. 2026
Toronto New Home Prices: What
Buyers Are Actually Paying GTA
Average Home Prices in 2026
According to forecasts and data
from the Toronto Regional Real
Estate Board, price growth
remains restrained due to
elevated inventory levels. Overall
GTAAuverage: Stabilizing between
$1 million and $1.03 million
Inventory levels remain
historically high Price growth is
modest rather than aggressive
This stabilization is not a crash,

1
L

but it is a significant shift from
the rapid appreciation seen
between 2016 and 2021.New
Condos in Toronto: Oversupply
Meets Reality The condo market
has absorbed the most pressure
in 2026.Entry-Level New Condos
Starting around $400,000
Primarily small, investor-geared
units  Concentrated in transit-
heavy corridors Mid-Range
Family Units Spanning $600,000
to $1.2 million Larger floorplans,
2-3 bedrooms Better suited for
end-users Price Per Square Foot
Averaging between $1,166 and
$1,500 per square foot  Premium
pricing still holds near waterfront
and downtown cores Oversupply
of small units is forcing developers

&

&

o

to rethink layouts and incentives.
Buyers now have negotiation
leverage, especially in slower-
moving projects. Low-Rise
Homes: Townhomes & Detached
Stability Low-rise properties,
including townhomes and
detached houses, have held up
better than condos but are not
immune to softening.  Median
new low-rise construction pricing:
~$936 per square foot Stronger
demand from families  More
limited supply compared to high-
rise condos Unlike investor-driven
condos, low-rise demand remains
largely end-user based, which
provides greater stability. Best
Neighbourhoods & Master-
Planned Communities in 2026

GTA New Home Sales Hit Record
January Low with Just 269 Units Sold

New home sales in the Greater
Toronto Area fell to a record low in
January, with only 269 units sold,
according to the Building Industry
and Land Development Associa-
tion. The figure represents a 36 per
cent decline compared with Janu-
ary 2025 and sits roughly 80 per
centbelow the 10 year average for
the month,
which typically g™
sees about ?
1,339 units &
sold.Industry £
analysts say
the slowdown
reflects ongo- &,
ing affordability
pressures and @
weak con- g
sumer confi- §
dence.

Ed- it
ward Jegg of (sl &
Altus Group,
which provides market intelligence
for BILD, said new home sales
have continued the downward
trend seen at the end of 2025. He
noted that the prolonged slump
has been driven by high costs and

uncertainty among prospective
buyers.

Of the 269 homes sold in
January, 184 were single family
properties, marking a 26 per cent
drop from the same month last
year and well below the 10 year
average of 575 units. The remain-
ing sales were made up of con-

dominium apartments and
stacked townhouses, segments
that have also experienced re-
duced activity.

Benchmark pricing also
showed declines. The average

benchmark price for a single fam-
ily home in the GTA stood at
1,397,358 dollars, down 10 per
cent over the past year. New con-
dominium apartments carried a
benchmark price of 1,027,286
dollars.BILD’s chief operating of-
ficer Justin Sherwood said restor-
ing market certainty and boosting
consumer
confidence
are critical to
reversing the
trend. He
warned that
sustained
low sales
_could have
| broader eco-
e nomic con-
sequences,
k including im-
pacts on em-
ployment
and future
housing supply. Sherwood is urg-
ing federal leaders to act quickly
on commitments to reduce devel-
opment charges and clarify tax
policies to help revive activity in the
region’s new home market.

The safest plays in today’s
environment are Transit-Oriented
Developments (TODs) and large-

scale master-planned
communities that operate as self-
contained urban
ecosystems.Scarborough:
Kennedy GO & Golden Mile
Transformation Scarborough is
undergoing one of its most
dramatic transformations in
decades. Kennedy Green
recently broke ground with 612
units, marking the largest co-op
housing project in a generation.
The Golden Mile corridor is
converting aging retail plazas into
dense, transit-connected
communities. Strong transit
access improves long-term

resilience. This area combines
infrastructure investment with

long-term growth
fundamentals.Port Lands &
Toronto Waterfront

RedevelopmentThe Port Lands
and broader waterfront area
represent Toronto’s most
ambitious urban redevelopment
initiative. Massive flood
protection projects nearing
completion  Infrastructure
upgrades improving livability
Sustainable, mixed-use
communities emerging This is a
long-term premium play focused
on lifestyle and waterfront
positioning. Vaughan &
Mississauga City
CentresSuburban downtowns are
maturing into serious alternatives
to Toronto’s core.  Transit City
in Vaughan continues expansion
phases M City in Mississauga
adds density and retail integration
Downtown-style living without
central Toronto price premium
shese nodes combine density,
transit, and growing employment
hubs. Etobicoke: Humber Bay
Shores Expansion Humber Bay
Shores CondosFormer industrial
lands are becoming high-density
mixed-use communities. Major
redevelopment of former factory
sites Integrated retail and transit
access Strong appeal for
waterfront lifestyle buyers
Etobicoke’s west-end growth
continues steadily with strategic
long-term fundamentals.

Canada Records Steepest Housing
Price Drop Among Advanced

Economies:

Canada’s housing market has
posted the sharpest price decline
among major advanced econo-
mies, according to new data from
the Bank for International Settle-
ments. The report found that
Canadian home prices, adjusted
for inflation, fell five per cent in
the third quarter compared with
the same period a year
earlier.The BIS, which serves as
a coordinating body for 63 cen-
tral banks worldwide, noted that
Canada and China both experi-
enced five per cent year over year
real price declines. Finland re-
corded a four per cent drop, while
New Zealand, Israel, Romania,
Austria and Hong Kong also saw
residential price contractions.
Despite these declines, the BIS
said inflation adjusted prices
were broadly stable across ad-
vanced economies overall, with
most countries still reporting
growth. Looking at a longer time
frame, Canada’s housing down-
turn appears more pronounced.
From the first quarter of 2022 to
the third quarter of 2025, nomi-

BIS Report

nal home prices in Canada de-
clined 18 per cent. That outpaced
China’s 17.8 per cent drop over
the same period. Other notable
declines were recorded in South
Korea, Germany and Sweden. In
contrast, home prices in the
United States and the United
Kingdom rose 12.3 per cent and
8.9 per cent respectively. Ana-
lysts say Canada’s market is still
adjusting after an extended pe-
riod of rapid gains during and af-
ter the pandemic. The first quar-
ter of 2022 marked the peak of
the housing surge, shortly before
the Bank of Canada began an ag-
gressive interest rate hiking cycle
that lifted rates from 0.25 per
cent to five per cent. Since then,
national home prices have fallen
about 19 per cent according to
recent economic data.Recent fig-
ures from the Canadian Real Es-
tate Association show that sales
in 2025 slipped nearly two per
cent compared with the previous
year, while the composite bench-
mark price was down four per cent
in December year over year.
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Canada’s Next Chief Public Health Officer Puts Trust
and Misinformation at the Center of Her Agenda

Canada’s incoming chief
public health officer, Dr. Joss
Reimer, says her top priority will
be rebuilding public trust in public

pressure and separation from
loved ones, as factors that made
public health decisions feel
personal and difficult for many

pandemic through frequent public COVID-19
briefings. Reimer is not new to implementation task force.
high-profile public health roles.
She previously served as a chief Marjorie Michel described the

vaccine

Federal Health Minister

impacts of the illegal drug
crisis, and the broader harm
caused by false health
information.

families. She
indicated that
restoring trust
will not be
immediate, and
that the work will
require

health and improving the
country’s ability to respond
quickly to health misinformation.
In comments given the day her
appointment was announced,
Reimer emphasized that false
health claims evolve rapidly and
can spread faster than evidence- sustained effort
based guidance, creating overyears.
ongoing challenges for public H e r
health officials.Reimer appointment
acknowledged that confidence in follows the
institutions, including medical retirement of Dr.
guidance, was weakened during Theresa Tam,
the COVID-19 pandemic. who served as
She pointed to the real-
world strain  Canadians
experienced, including economic

appointment as

m arriving at a

critical moment,
citing multiple
pressures on
the health
system. These
include a
resurgence of
vaccine-
preventable

« diseases such
as measles,
PPy continued

Canada Announces New Groceries and Essentials

Benefit to Support Millions

The federal government has unveiled a new
financial support program aimed at helping
Canadians manage the rising cost of groceries
and everyday essentials. On March 5 in
Whitehorse, Yukon, Buckley Belanger, Secretary
of State for Rural Development, highlighted the
launch of the Canada Groceries and Essentials
Benefit, a new measure designed to provide relief
to millions of low and modest income households
across the country. The announcement comes as
Canada, like many countries, faces ongoing
economic uncertainty and affordability pressures.
According to Innovation, Science and Economic
Development Canada, food costs remain one of
the most significant concerns for families. The
federal government says the new benefit is part of
a broader strategy to strengthen the economy
while ensuring Canadians receive direct financial
support to help with daily expenses.

Prime Minister Mark Carney first introduced
the initiative on January 26 as part of a national
affordability plan. The program will support more
than 12 million Canadians, including roughly
10,000 residents in Yukon. Legislation enabling
the program, Bill C-19, the Canada Groceries and
Essentials Benefit Act, received royal assent on
February 12, clearing the way for payments to
begin later this year.

Under the new program, eligible Canadians will

Facing Rising Food Costs

receive a one time top up payment equal to a 50
percent increase in the value of their 2025 to 2026
GST credit. The payment will be distributed as
early as spring 2026 and no later than June. The
government says this initial measure will deliver
approximately $3.1 billion in immediate financial
support to individuals and families currently
receiving the GST credit.Beginning in July 2026,
the value of the Canada Groceries and Essentials
Benefit will also increase by 25 percent for a five
year period. The government estimates that this
long term enhancement will provide an additional
$8.6 billion in support between 2026 and 2031,
while expanding eligibility to about 500,000
additional Canadians. Officials say the combined
measures could provide up to $402 in additional
support for a single individual without children, $527
for a couple, and as much as $805 for a couple
with two children. The government argues that
these increases will help offset grocery price
increases that have outpaced overall inflation since
the pandemic.Speaking during the announcement,
Belanger emphasized that the program is
particularly important for northern and remote
communities, where food costs can be significantly
higher. He noted that the new benefit will help
ensure seniors, families, and workers in these
regions have additional financial support to cover
everyday expenses.

concern about

chief public health officer for eight medical officer within the avian influenza A (H5NT1),
years and became a nationally Winnipeg health authority and persistent challenges related to
recognized figure during the wasamedical lead for Manitoba’s HIV and tuberculosis, the ongoing

Reimer noted she
brings direct perspective on
measles due to her connection
to a small Manitoba community
affected by the current outbreak.
She pointed to vaccine
hesitancy as a key obstacle
and argued that rebuilding
confidence will require
partnerships at every level, from
local community leadership to
federal coordination. She also
indicated that rising measles
cases are not surprising given
how infectious the disease is
and the current environment of
misinformation and skepticism
around vaccines.

Canada Signals Openness to Trade Talks
as U.S. Reviews Tariff Strategy

Canadian and American
trade officials are exploring the
possibility of renewed
negotiations, with U.S. Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer
confirming that Canada has
presented “a few ideas”
regarding a potential future
agreement. The comments
come ahead of an anticipated
Canadian visit to Washington in
the coming weeks. Speaking on
Fox Business Network, Greer
said he had recently connected
with his Canadian counterpart,
widely understood to be
Dominic LeBlanc. While details
were limited, Greer indicated
that the United States is open
to hearing proposals as
discussions evolve. He
emphasized that Washington
remains focused on
strengthening  domestic
manufacturing while maintaining
policy continuity.A
spokesperson for LeBlanc did
not confirm the specific call but
acknowledged ongoing informal

exchanges between the two
sides. Both governments are
reportedly working toward
scheduling an in-person meeting
soon, particularly as broader
trade questions come back into
focus. The renewed dialogue
follows a major developmentin
Washington. The U.S. Supreme
Court recently struck down
significant portions of President
Donald Trump’s tariff framework,
ruling that certain measures
imposed under the International
Emergency Economic Powers
Act were not justified. The
decision affected reciprocal
tariffs and duties targeting
Canada under fentanyl and
border-related justifications. In
response, the administration
enacted a 10 percent global
tariff under Section 122 of the
1974 Trade Act. However, most
Canadian goods remain
exempt under the trilateral
trade agreement known as
CUSMA, which also includes
Mexico.

Canada Launches $25 Million Scholarship Initiative for
Indian Students as Education Ties With India Expand

Canada has announced a major new
initiative aimed at strengthening

also introduce approxi
research positions f

tely 300 funded
Indian students as

initiative

experts in emerging technologies.
Another key component of the
is a Memorandum of

pathways for students studying in both
countries.
Among the institutions involved are

educational cooperation with India,
including up to $25 million in
scholarships for Indian students and
several new academic partnerships
between universities in both countries.
The measures were confirmed in a
statement released by the office of Prime
Minister Mark Carney on March 2,
outlining a new talent strategy designed
to boost research collaboration, student
mobility, and innovation.Under the plan,
the University of Toronto will allocate up
to $25 million to provide scholarships for
more than 220 Indian students who wish
to pursue studies in Canada. In addition
to these scholarships, the university will

part of broader academic collaboration
and faculty exchange programs.

The strategy also includes the
creation of new hybrid academic
initiatives in India. One of these projects
will establish an innovation campus
through a collaboration between
Dalhousie University, the Indian Institute
of Technology Tirupati, and the Indian
Institute of Science Education and
Research Tirupati. In addition, the
University of Toronto and McGill
University will each launch Centres of
Excellence in India focused on artificial
intelligence research and development,
bringing together Canadian and Indian

Understanding between Canada and
India aimed at expanding collaboration
in the creative industries. The agreement
will support exchanges and partnerships
across sectors including performing arts,
visual arts, music, publishing,
entertainment technologies, and other
cultural industries.

The announcement also confirmed
the signing of 13 new academic
partnerships between Canadian and
Indian institutions. These agreements
are intended to expand opportunities for
student and faculty exchanges, joint
research programs, and new academic

the University of British Columbia and
Simon Fraser University, which both
signed agreements with O.P. Jindal
Global University in India to facilitate
research collaboration and academic
exchanges. The University of the Fraser
Valley signed a partnership with Panjab
University to expand faculty mobility and
joint programming, while Algoma
University announced agreements with
Parul University and Chandigarh
University to strengthen research ties and
create pathways for Indian students to
transition into Canadian degree
programs.
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Premiers Welcome US Tariff Ruling, But
Warn Canada Still Faces New Trade Risks

Canadian premiers are
welcoming a major US Supreme
Court decision that struck down
many of President Donald
Trump’s sweeping tariffs, while
cautioning that key sector based
duties and ongoing uncertainty will
continue to weigh on Canadian
workers and businesses. The
ruling, released Friday, February
20, 2026, found the Trump
administration lacked authority to
impose broad tariffs using the
International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, a law
traditionally associated with
sanctions and emergency
economic measures rather than
import duties.In Ontario, Premier
Doug Ford called the decision an
important victory but stressed the

fight is not over. In a public
statement on X, Ford said
attention now shifts to how the
White House responds, and he
emphasized that tariffs affecting
autos, steel, aluminum and
forestry remain in place and
continue to hurt workers. In British
Columbia, Premier David Eby
signalled cautious relief while
highlighting that the impact may
be limited because several major
tariffs still remain. In remarks
reported after the decision, Eby
framed the ruling as validation that
the legal foundation for the broad
tariffs was flawed, but he also
pointed to the continuing trade
uncertainty facing businesses,
particularly in sectors still targeted
by US measures.

Alberta Premier Danielle
Smith, speaking to CTV News in
comments referenced in the live
coverage you shared, said she
hopes the decision helps get
Canada United States Mexico
trade talks back on track ahead
of the scheduled review later this
year.

She also argued for
maintaining tariff free treatment for
goods covered by the current
agreement, while noting that
specific sector tariffs remain a
sticking point in negotiations.At
the federallevel, Canada US Trade
Minister Dominic LeBlanc said the
decision reinforces Canada’s
longstanding position that the
tariffs were unjustified. Business
and labour voices echoed a similar

theme: the court decision
matters, but it does not
automatically remove the most
painful sector specific tariffs, and
the next phase may involve the
US shifting to other legal
authorities to keep trade pressure
in place. The uncertainty

deepened as Trump publicly
vowed to continue pursuing tariffs
through alternative tools and
announced a new baseline global
tariff using Section 122 of the
Trade Act, which is time limited
unless extended with
congressional approval.

Ottawa Unveils Major Crackdown on
Extortion Networks Across Canada

Winnipeg, Manitoba — The
federal government has

announced sweeping new
measures aimed at dismantling
extortion networks that are
increasingly targeting Canadian
families and businesses. Public
Safety Canada confirmed that
coordinated financial intelligence,
law enforcement resources, and
strengthened legislation will form
the backbone of a national
strategy designed to detect,
disrupt, and prevent extortion
activities across the country. The
announcement was made by the
Honourable Ruby Sahota,
Secretary of State for Combatting
Crime, alongside Members of
Parliament Kevin Lamoureux and
Terry  Duguid. Officials
emphasized that extortion is no
longer limited to isolated
incidents but is often
orchestrated by organized
criminal groups operating across
borders and leveraging digital
platforms, cryptocurrencies, and
complex financial laundering
schemes.

FINTRAC to Surge
Resources Against Extortion

A central pillar of the strategy
involves empowering the Financial

7Transactions and Reports

Analysis Centre of Canada to
prioritize financial intelligence
related to extortion. The agency
will surge resources to ensure
police receive more timely and
actionable intelligence to identify
criminal networks and support
active investigations. FINTRAC
will also launch a new Countering
Extortion Partnership, bringing
together Canadian banks, credit
unions, cryptocurrency service
providers, and regulators such as
the Office of the Superintendent
of Financial Institutions. The
partnership will work alongside
the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police and local police services
to improve information sharing
and identify suspicious financial
patterns more effectively. To
strengthen on-the-ground
enforcement, dedicated financial
intelligence liaison officers will be
assigned to local law
enforcement in the most affected
areas. These experts will provide
specialized support in tracing
illicit funds and building
prosecutable cases.Clearer
Guidance for Banks and
Financial Institutions As part of
the new framework, FINTRAC will

. financial

issue a Targeted Indicator Profile,
providing practical guidance to
institutions  on
recognizing transaction patterns
commonly associated with
extortion. The government says
this will help ensure suspicious
activity reports are filed quickly
and accurately.Winnipeg,
Manitoba - The federal

government has announced
sweeping new measures aimed
at dismantling extortion networks
that are increasingly targeting
Canadian families and
businesses. Public Safety
Canada confirmed that
coordinated financial intelligence,
law enforcement resources, and
strengthened legislation will form

the backbone of a national
strategy designed to detect,
disrupt, and prevent extortion
activities across the country. The
announcement was made by the
Honourable Ruby Sahota,
Secretary of State for Combatting
Crime, alongside Members of
Parliament Kevin Lamoureux and
Terry Duguid.

Federal Ministers Voice Disappointment After
OpenAl Meeting on Tumbler Ridge Case

Federal officials say they expressed
disappointment to OpenAl representatives during
a meeting in Ottawa concerning the company’s
handling of warning signs linked to the Tumbler
Ridge secondary school shooting. Artificial
Intelligence Minister Evan Solomon said the
discussion was requested following reports that
the company did not promptly alert law

enforcement
about troubling
online activity tied
to the accused
shooter.
According to
Solomon, OpenAl
officials did not
present
substantial new
safety measures
during the
meeting but

indicated they would return with more detailed
proposals. He added that the company confirmed
it is co operating with the RCMP as the
investigation continues. Federal ministers
stressed that credible warning signs connected
to potential violence should be escalated quickly
when public safety may be at risk.

The issue gained attention after reports
indicated that the suspect’s account had been
banned months before the Feb. 10 killings due to
disturbing posts that included violent scenarios.
OpenAl said the account was suspended in June
but that the activity did not meet its internal
threshold for notifying law enforcement because

it did not appear to involve credible or imminent
planning at the time.

Public Safety Minister Gary Anandasangaree
and Culture Minister Marc Miller also attended the
Ottawa meeting. Solomon said the discussion did
not include specific details of the criminal
investigation but focused on understanding how the
company’s safety systems operate and how

decisions  about
reporting are made.
He said all
options remain on the
table regarding
potential oversight of
l Al chatbots.British
Columbia Premier
David Eby has called
for a clear and
transparent reporting
threshold that would
require Al companies

to notify authorities when serious safety concerns
arise. Legal experts note that while new legislation
could mandate reporting, crafting such rules would
be complex. Any framework would need to balance
public safety with privacy protections and avoid
overwhelming law enforcement with non credible
reports. The federal government has confirmed it is
working on broader online harms legislation. Officials
say future measures could include clearer
responsibilities for digital platforms, though the
specifics remain under development. For now,
ministers say they are seeking systemic information
to determine whether changes are necessary to
help prevent similar tragedies in the future.
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Brampton Approves 15 New Street Names
Celebrating Orchard Herltage and Communlty Legacy

Brampton city council has approved =¥

anew slate of 15 street names for future
development areas, with most drawing
inspiration from the city’s historic apple
orchard roots.

The names were endorsed
during a Feb. 18 committee meeting and
are set to receive final ratification at
council’s regular session on Feb.
25.According to a staff report presented
to council, new street name proposals
are submitted by members of the public
and developers and then reviewed by
Traffic Planning staff to ensure they
meet technical and policy requirements.
If deemed suitable, the names are
forwarded to the Equity Office and the
Region of Peel Street Name Committee
to confirm appropriateness and avoid
duplication or confusion with existing
roads in Brampton, Mississauga or

Caledon.

Thirteen of the newly approved names
reflect Brampton’s orchard history,
particularly in the city’s last greenfield
area in Northwest Brampton. The
approved names include Amber Orchard,
Blossomfield, Breezy Orchard, Cider,
Ciderstone, Corestone, Crimson
Orchard, Golden Delicious, Granny
Smith, Harvest Glen, Orchardlight,

Things to Do in Toronto Right Now: February
27-March 1,2026 Weekend Guide

Toronto is closing out February in style
and welcoming March with a packed lineup
of sports showdowns, live concerts, theatre
hits, outdoor winter fun, and immersive art
installations. If you are searching for things to
do in Toronto this weekend (February 27 to
March 1, 2026), this complete guide covers
the biggest events happening across the
city.Whether you want to cheer onthe Leafs,
explore glowing light exhibits along the
waterfront, laugh at a comedy show, or skate
under the stars, there is something for
everyone across the GTA.

Here is your full weekend breakdown.

?? Toronto Sports Events & Watch Parties
This Weekend Toronto sports fans have no
shortage of high-energy action to dive into this
weekend.Toronto Maple Leafs vs. Ottawa
Senators —Battle of Ontario The rivalry returns
as the Toronto Maple Leafs face off against
the Ottawa Senators at Scotiabank Arena on
Saturday, February 28 at 7:00 PM.

Why This Game Is Must-See

Classic Battle of Ontario rivalry Playoff-
style intensity Electric downtown Toronto
atmosphere If you cannot grab tickets, local
bars across the city will be packed for watch
parties. WWE Elimination Chamber Watch
Parties Wrestling fans can gather for massive
WWE Elimination Chamber viewing events
at hotspots like The National Toronto on
Saturday night. What to Expect Giant
screens Full crowd reactions High-energy
sports bar atmosphere These events tend to
fill quickly, so early arrival is recommended.
Toronto FC Away Game Watch Party The
Toronto FC kicks off its season against the
Vancouver Whitecaps FC this weekend.
Soccer fans can head to Left Field Brewery in
Liberty Village for the official “Away Days”
watch party. Why Go  Dedicated TFC fan
environment Craftbeer specials Outdoor-
style supporter vibes indoors ?? Live Music,
Concerts & Theatre in Toronto If live
entertainment is more your speed, Toronto’s
stages are busy all weekend.

name, Savera, means dawn or morning
in Punjabi, Urdu and Hindi, symbolizing
renewal and new beginnings.City staff

L% indicated that 41 submissions were
" originally considered, with 21 shortlisted

Spring Apple and Sweetbranch The
orchard themed selections were chosen
to align with the agricultural legacy of
the area.

Two names stand apart from the
apple motif. Lonsdale Blackett was
approved to honour Brampton’s first
Black police officer, recognizing his
contributions to public safety and long
standing ties to the community. Another

by regional and municipal officials. Of
those, 15 were approved, one was
deemed non compliant with city policy
and five require further review. The report

., did not disclose the names that were

rejected or remain under consideration.

The latest additions continue
Brampton’s recent efforts to expand its
street name master list to support
ongoing development. In July 2025,
council approved 16 additional street
names, reflecting the city’s steady
growth and commitment to
acknowledging both its heritage and
diverse community through public
spaces.

Carney Heads to India to Rebuild Trust and Unlock
a New Era of Canada India Opportunity

Prime Minister Mark Carney is arriving in
India on Friday with a clear objective: restart
momentum after a difficult period and put
Canada India relations back on a practical,
forward looking track. Speaking to The Globe
and Malil, officials and analysts describe the
trip as a reset focused on trade, investment,
and long term strategic cooperation. After
years of tension and mistrust, Ottawa is
signaling that it wants constructive
engagement, steady dialogue, and outcomes
that benefit families and businesses in both
countries.The visit begins in Mumbai, India’s
financial capital, where Canada plans to
launch renewed discussions toward a
comprehensive free trade agreement. The goal
is to expand market access, reduce barriers
for Canadian exporters, and create more
predictable conditions for companies looking
to grow in India. At the same time, Canada is
positioning itself as a reliable partner for Indian
investment, with the message that India’s
growth story and Canada’s resources, talent,

and stability can complement each other in
meaningful ways. For readers following
Canada’s international economic strategy,
this is a major step that could reshape the
next decade of bilateral commerce, anditis
also a story that fits naturally alongside
broader coverage at https:/
www.weeklyvoice.com and the national file
at https://www.weeklyvoice.com/category/
canada. A key theme of this trip is broad
based cooperation across modern
industries. According to The Globe and Mail,
the agenda is expected to include
agreements that deepen ties in nuclear
energy, oil and gas, artificial intelligence,
quantum computing, and aerospace, along
with a defence cooperation arrangement. If
these pieces land, the trip will mark a
confident shift toward future oriented
partnership, with both sides aiming to build
institutional links that outlast day to day
politics and strengthen the relationship
through tangible projects.

Toronto’s school food program wins $1.4-
million prlze as C|ty tackles affordablllty

Toronto’'s school
program wins $1.4-million prize
as city tackles affordability

Mayor  Olivia  Chow
announced today that the City
of Toronto has won the
Bloomberg Philanthropies 2025
— 2026 Mayors Challenge. The
City will receive a $1.4-million
investment as it works with
community partners to expand
bulk purchasing for school food
programs, lowering food costs
while supporting local jobs and
Canadian farms. The award
comes on the heels of the City’s
2026 budget, which made critical
investments to reduce the cost
of living, including expanding
school food programs to an
additional 155 schools and
62,000 students this year. The
City’s support for morning meal
programs provides immediate

relief on grocery bills, delivering
almost $900 in potential savings
for families with two kids.

investment in school food

food = NEW

Toronto has boosted

e ﬂlﬂLTnnnmn

News Re ease

programs by more than 80 per Harvest Food Bank, Toronto
cent since 2023.The City’s Foundation
successful application benefitted Success, Second Harvest and
from the input of key community the Coalition for Healthy School
partners including North York Food. In partnership with Food

for

Student

Reach, a social enterprise of
North York Harvest Food Bank,
the City will pilot creating a
School Food Hub model that
supports community-based food
systems, creates local jobs and
improves how school food is
purchased, coordinated, and
delivered.

The Bloomberg
Philanthropies 2025 — 2026
Mayors Challenge is a

competition to spur local
government innovation that
improves resident lives. Toronto
is one of 24 cities that will
receive $1 million USD ($1.4
million CAD) as well as
operational support and
additional funding for dedicated
staff to bring the school food
innovations to life. The 24
winners were selected from
more than 630 applications.
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Why Brampton May Be Canada’s Best City in 2026:

i

within the Greater Toronto

= Area.Billion Dollar Corporate In-
% vestments Are Reshaping the
E:E Economy

5 Major multinational compa-

nies are placing long term bets
on Brampton’s future. Automotive
giant Stellantis has committed
$3.6 billion to retool its Brampton

assembly plant for electric vehicle
production, securing more than
3,000 jobs and anchoring the city
within Canada’s green automotive
transition. Athletic apparel brand
Lululemon is constructing its
largest North American distribu-
tion centre in Brampton, creating
approximately 1,500 new jobs.

Growth, Investment, and Opportunity Redefine the GTA

Meanwhile, aerospace leader
MDA Space has expanded its
presence in the city with a $200
million headquarters and recently
secured a $1 billion contract con-
nected to Canada’s space
sector.Industrial construction re-
flects this surge in corporate con-
fidence.

b Mississauga Man Wanted After 27 Break-and-Enters;

When Canadians debate the
“best” city in the country, familiar
names dominate the conversa-
tion. Vancouver wins for scenery,
Calgary for affordability, and
Toronto for scale and global rel-
evance. But if the conversation
shifts to economic momentum,
demographic strength, and infra-
structure investment in 2025 and
2026, one city quietly outpaces
expectations: Brampton.Located
in the heart of the Greater Toronto
Area, Brampton is evolving from
a fast growing suburb into one of
Canada’s most dynamic eco-
nomic engines. With record
population growth, billion dollar
corporate investments, transfor-
mative transit expansion, and
major healthcare upgrades, the
city is building a compelling case
as one of the country’s top con-
tenders for long term prosperity.
Canada’s Fastest Growing
Big City

Puerto Vallarta Flights Resume After Mexico Cartel
Violence; 26,000+ Canadians Registered with Ottawa

bt - LR

Brampton is currently one of
the fastest growing large cities in
Canada, adding roughly 45,000
new residents each year. That
equates to more than 120 new
residents every single day. In a
country grappling with aging de-
mographics, Brampton stands
out for its youth advantage. The
city’s median age is approxi-
mately 36, significantly younger
than many comparable munici-
palities. Newcomers are also driv-
ing this vitality. The average age
of new immigrants settling in
Brampton is under 24, reinforc-
ing a long term labour force ad-
vantage. Nearly 60 percent of resi-
dents hold post secondary cre-
dentials, creating a highly edu-
cated and adaptable workforce.
This combination of youth and
education has become a magnet
for advanced manufacturing, lo-
gistics, aerospace, and technol-
ogy firms seeking skilled talent

Peel Police Allege $150K in Stolen Property

Police in Mississauga are asking for the
public’s assistance as they search for a 39-year-
old man wanted in connection with a series of
break-and-enters that allegedly resulted in approxi-
mately $150,000 worth of stolen goods. Accord-
ing to Peel Regional Police, the suspect is facing
dozens of charges tied to what investigators de-
scribe as a coordinated spree of property
crimes.Authorities say the incidents are being
investigated by the 11 Division Break-and-Enter
and Auto Response unit, commonly known as
BEAR, which focuses on organized break-ins and
auto-related offences across Mississauga and
Brampton.

54 Charges Laid in Alleged Break-In
Spree

Investigators allege the suspect, identified as
Kenneth Levy of Mississauga, is wanted on a to-
tal of 54 charges. These include 27 counts of
break-and-enter to commit an indictable offence
and 27 additional counts of disguise with intent.
Police have not disclosed specific dates or loca-
tions connected to the incidents, nor have they
provided detailed information regarding the types
of property allegedly taken.

Officials state that during the reported break-
ins, the suspect concealed his identity by wearing
a medical-style mask. Police say the use of dis-
guise was consistent across multiple incidents
under investigation.Suspect Description Released
to the Public Police describe the wanted man as
Black, approximately five feet seven inches tall and
weighing around 180 pounds.

He has short black hair, brown eyes and a
dark complexion. Investigators say he was last
seen wearing a black North Face jacket, black
pants and a blue Nike hat. Anyone with informa-
tion regarding his whereabouts is encouraged to
contact Peel Regional Police directly at 905-453-
2121, extension 1102. Anonymous tips can also
be submitted through Peel Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-8477.Inside the BEAR Unit: A Targeted
Approach to Property Crime

The BEAR unit was launched on September 1
as a pilot initiative aimed at reducing break-ins and
vehicle thefts in Peel Region.

The specialized team consists of plain-
clothes officers tasked with identifying and disrupt-
ing organized criminal networks involved in prop-
erty crimes.

Liberals Begin Candidate Nominations as
Poll Surge Fuels Election Speculation

Several major Canadian airlines are
preparing to resume flights to Puerto
Vallarta following days of cancellations trig-
gered by widespread cartel-related violence
in Mexico. Air travel disruptions left thou-
sands of Canadian tourists uncertain about
return plans after clashes erupted in the
state of Jalisco.Air Canada announced it

will resume full operations Tuesday from
Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver to Puerto
Vallarta, with larger aircraft scheduled to
accommodate additional passengers. The
airline also confirmed Toronto to
Guadalajara service will restart Wednes-
day.

Westdet confirmed it will resume
scheduled flights Tuesday to and from
Puerto Vallarta, Guadalajara and
Manzanillo, advising customers to check
flight status before heading to the airport.
Air Transat is also resuming flights, bring-
ing relief to Canadians stranded during the
temporary shutdown.

26,000 Canadians Registered
Amid Escalating Violence

More than 26,000 Canadians currently
in Mexico have registered with Global Af-
fairs Canada as violence spread across
Jalisco following the reported death of a
powerful cartel leader known as El
Mencho. The federal government has
stated it has no current plans to deploy
military aircraft or organize evacuation
flights, citing sufficient commercial air-
line capacity.Foreign Affairs Minister
Anita Anand said her Mexican coun-
terpart expects the situation to normal-
ize in the coming days. Mexican Presi-
dent Claudia Sheinbaum described
conditions as calm, even as shelter in
place orders were issued in some
areas.COfficials continue to advise Ca-
nadians to follow local authority guid-
ance and remain registered for
updates.At Least 73 Killed Following Car-
tel Leader’s Death Violence intensified af-
ter Mexican security forces reportedly
killed the leader of the Jalisco New Gen-
eration Cartel, commonly known as CJNG
At least 73 people have been killed in
clashes, including members of Mexico’s
National Guard and alleged cartel
operatives.The Mexican government has
deployed an additional 2,000 troops to
Jalisco in response to concerns of further
unrest. Fires, road blockades and torched
vehicles were reported in several areas,
including Puerto Vallarta and Guadalajara.
Security analysts note that targeting car-
tel leadership often leads to short term
instability as rival factions reposition.

Prime Minister Mark Carney and the
federal Liberal Party of Canada are lay-
ing the groundwork for the next federal
campaign, formally launching the process
to nominate candidates in ridings cur-
rently held by other parties. The move
comes amid rising speculation about a
possible early election, as recent polling
suggests the Liberals have widened
their advantage over the Conservative
Party of Canada.Party officials con-
firmed that new nomination rules were
rolled out this week, and caucus mem-
bers discussed preparations during a
meeting on Parliament Hill. While
several sources indicated the timing
reflects prudent planning within a mi-
nority Parliament, they cautioned that
it does not necessarily signal an immi-
nent snap election. The Liberals are cur-
rently just three seats shy of a majority
in the 343 seat House of Commons.

Momentum has shifted in the
government’s favour in recent weeks.
Surveys from Angus Reid Institute and
Nanos Research show the Liberals lead-
ing the Conservatives by notable mar-
gins. Carney also polls ahead of Con-
servative Leader Pierre Poilievre when Ca-
nadians are asked who they prefer as
prime minister. Despite the encouraging
numbers, Liberal MPs say voters are
more focused on stability than another
campaign. The governing party has also
benefited from recent floor crossings.

Three Conservative MPs have joined the
Liberals since the last election, includ-
ing Matt Jeneroux, who attended his first
Liberal caucus meeting this week.
Jeneroux has been appointed as a spe-
cial adviser on economic and security
partnerships and is set to accompany
Carney on an upcoming international trip.

His defection followed earlier departures
from the Conservative ranks, adding to
pressure within Poilievre’s caucus.The
Liberals currently hold 169 seats, with
three vacancies pending by elections.
Two of those are long held Liberal dis-
tricts expected to remain with the party,
while a tightly contested Quebec riding
will also return to voters after a court de-
cision overturned the previous result. If
the Liberals secure all three seats, they
would reach 172 seats, technically a ma-
jority, though the Speaker’s limited vot-
ing role means they would still need ad-
ditional support for a more secure gov-
erning position. For now, both major par-
ties are quietly preparing.
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FAYGAL EL-KHOURY

DEPUTE / MP
Laval—Les Iles
Faycal.El-Khoury@parl.gc.ca
(450) 689-4594

DEPUTEE / MP
Dorval — Lachine —LaSalle
Anju.Dhillon@parl.gc.ca
(514) 639-4497

NATILIEN JOSEPH
DEPUTE / MP
Longueuil-Saint-Hubert
Natilien.Joseph@parl.gc.ca
(450) 928-4778

MARIE-GABRIELLE MENARD

DEPUTEE / MP
Hochelaga—Rosemont-Est
Marie-Gabrielle.Menard@parl.gc.ca

(514) 201-8608

ANNIE KOUTRAKIS
DEPUTEE / MP
Vimy
Annie.Koutrakis@parl.gc.ca
(450) 973-5660

BIENVENU-OLIVIER NTUMBA

DEPUTE/ MP
Mont-Saint-Bruno-L'Acadie
Bienvenu-(QlivierNtumba@parlge.ca

(450) 922-7900
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DEPUTE / MP
LaSalle—Emard—Verdun
Claude.Guay@parl.gc.ca
(514) 363-6800

EMMANUELLA LAMBROPOULOS

DEPUTEE / MP
Saint-Laurent
Emmanuella Lamhropoulos@parl gc.ca
(514) 335-6655

ABDELHAQ SARI

DEPUTE / MP
Bourassa
Abdelhag.Sari@parl.gc.ca

(514) 323-0980

STEVEN GUILBEAULT

DEPUTE / MP
Laurier — Sainte-Marie
Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca
(514) 522-1339
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ANTHONY HOUSEFATHER

DEPUTE / MP
Mont-Royal / Mount Royal

Anthony Housefather@parl.gc.ca
(514) 283-0171

Hon. MELANIE JOLY
DEPUTEE / MP
Ahuntsic-Cartierville
Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca
(514) 383-3709

" b
PATRICIA LATTANZIO
DEPUTEE/ MP
Saint-Léonard -
Patricia.Lattanzio@parl.gc.ca
(514) 256-4548

ERIC ST-PIERRE SAMEER ZUBERI

DEPUTE / MP
Honoré-Mercier
Eric.St-Pierre@parl.gc.ca

(514) 353-5882

CARLOS LEITAD
DEPUTE / MP
Marc-Aurele-Fortin

Carlos.Leitao@parl.gc.ca
(450) 622-8858

Saint-Michel
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DEPUTE / MP
Pierrefonds — Dollard
Sameer.Zuberi@parl.gc.ca

(514) 624-5725
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Mulcair: The trouble with Canada’s new language-rights watchdog

For now, | see no evidence Kelly Burke has much of a grasp of the issues facing the English-speaking community of Quebec.

Kelly Burke, a seasoned Ontario
bureaucrat, has just been named
Canada’s new official languages
commissioner. She has a big job ahead
of her, and anyone familiar with the
language file can only wish her well.

Burke is a lawyer by training and this
will help her in administering the Official
Languages Act. At the same time, career
civil servants tend to have reflexes that
are sometimes at odds with the need to
push the government hard when rights
are being denied or suppressed.

Civil servants are good at navigating,
ingratiating and going along. They’re not
very good at standing up to governments
on key issues. That’s why the
commissioner has always had far greater
autonomy than the deputy ministers and
other mandarins that populate the office
buildings in the nation’s capital. The
commissioner has a bully pulpit that
requires strength, knowledge, skill and
courage.

The Liberals are a party of power. They
know how to gain it. They know how to
keep it. They don’t name “rock the boat”
types to this kind of position. They want
smooth sailing.As Ontario’s former
French language services commissioner,
Burke is no doubt familiar with the real

challenges of the minority francophone
community of that province. I'm confident
she’ll soon be up to speed on the issues
facing the Acadian nation and
francophones throughout Canada.

Unfortunately, for now, | see no
evidence she has much of a grasp of the
issues facing the English-speaking
community of Quebec.

With Bill 96, the Coalition Avenir
Québec government has made it virtually
impossible to uphold the equality of
English and French before the courts.
After a 1985 Supreme Court ruling, | was
hired by the government of Manitoba to
oversee the translation of its statutes.
Equality of French and English before the
courts is now constitutionally protected
there, asitis in Quebec. If a Conservative
Manitoba government had tried to roll
back that guarantee, the Liberal
government in Ottawa would have been
up in arms. In the case of English-
language rights in Quebec, it closed its
eyes.

Justin Trudeau’s government
incorporated Bill 96 by reference into the
new Official Languages Act. Will the new
commissioner dare say anything about
it?

I have worked on language issues for

a good part of my career. After years in
the legal department at the Conseil de la
langue francaise, | went on to become
director of legal affairs at Alliance
Quebec. There | had the resources to
bring together a team of experts to plead
cases that gave rise to important
jurisprudence on language rights. This
involved bilingual-signs cases, of course,
but also developing a working relationship
with francophone groups outside Quebec
and intervening to help them gain control
and management of their school boards.

So when the newly minted language
commissioner balked, during recent
House of Commons testimony, at a
straightforward question as to whether
she’d defend the constitutional right of
Quebec anglos to control and manage
their own school boards, | was shocked.
Burke seemed unaware of what the CAQ
has been up to. With the benefit of “more
time in the position,” she said, “I'd be
happy to come back and contribute further
to the conversation.”

Quebec’s English-speaking
community is easy to dismiss when
you’ve spent your career working with
hard-pressed francophone minorities
outside Quebec. | get it. We've built
institutions here that are unrivalled by

those of other linguistic minorities in
Canada. But this is supposed to be about
rights, not a race to the bottom.

We've just seen another one of those
mind-boggling cases of a family
business, a Montreal bakery, being
targeted over social media posts that
didn’t have the requisite amount of
French, according to Quebec’s
vocabulary constabulary. An official
warning letter ensued!

It would be nice to have a federal
official languages commissioner who
could put up an articulate defence of the
language rights of all linguistic minorities
in Canada, but I'm not holding my breath.
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