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Pro-Active Dragage

—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience

at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-

roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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DANARTY

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi, all Indian, Pakistani,E ngLish and All over 1he
World with Sports package, MOVleS,PpV,HBO,Sp‘OrtS,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A UArdt festnis srete des 3 femer

IAT UTIASTS 9% © 5% 3% ToT 39 ©

AUGCH 968, HE U8, MTElS, dcelban,
fSAST W3 WUS © 965 & & WEE WS Aoe

Instagram:|AMDJDANNY

FACEBOOK:

DANNY DANNY
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How Russian oil, China and Trump
tariffs reshaped the India-US trade deal

(News Agency) After months
of stop-and-start diplomacy,
New Delhi and Washington have
finally unveiled a framework for
atrade deal. Itis light on detail,
rich in political theatre, and
already crowded with competing
narratives. Tariffs on Indian
exports, the Trump
administration said, would
plunge from 50 per cent to 18
per cent. India, in return, would
purchase $500 billion in
American goods and services
over time.Most dramatically,
Washington asserted that New
Delhi would also halt purchases
of Russian oil. These claims are
calibrated as much for domestic
applause as for diplomacy. Yet,
as with many framework
announce ments, the fine print
is either wunfinished or
intentionally elastic. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in
response, took a different tone,
emphasising partnership,
shared prosperity, and
democratic affinity.

Cooperation between “two
large economies and the world’s
largest democracies,” he
argued, would unlock
opportunity and benefit the
people.

“Wonderful to speak
with my dear friend President
Trump today. Delighted that
Made in India products will now
have a reduced tariff of 18 per
cent,” PM Modi said.

The new trade understanding
arrived amid an atmosphere of
tension and misread signals
between New Delhi and
Washington, instantly fuelling
talk of a reset.

The familiar epithets,
such as “natural allies,” a
“defining,” even “consequential”
partnership of the 21st century,
suddenly rang hollow. In the first
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year of Trump’s second term,
the relationship has been turned
on its head, recast through
punitive tariffs, coercive
bargaining, and unapologetic
geopolitical conditionality.

The trade agreement,
however opaque its contours
are, offers a momentary reprieve.
By easing punitive tariffs and
reopening space for selective
market access, it halts, at least
for now, the downward drift in the
partnership. Yet the central
question persists: does it offer
an opportunity for a genuine
reset or merely stabilises an
increasingly transactional and
uncertain relationship? The
answer is not to be found in trade
mechanisms alone. The
durability of any thaw will
depend on how larger
geopolitical currents evolve: the
trajectory of US-China rivalry,
the persistence of tensions with
Russia, and India’s own
commitment to balancing
without binding.

Therefore, the meaning of the
agreement lies less in its fine
print than in the strategic logic
that produced it. If the deal
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reflects a deeper convergence of
interests, it could become the
foundation for renewal. If it is
simply a tactical pause driven
by short-term necessity,
uncertainty will remain the
defining feature of the
relationship.

A deal forged in

geopolitics

India and the United States
have been negotiating new
terms of economic engagement
for years, including a long-
pending Bilateral Investment
Treaty (BIT). Yet the intensity and
the public acrimony with which
Donald Trump’s second
administration has conducted
itself over the past year has
triggered an upheaval unlike
anything seen in the partnership’s
recent history. As tariffs swung
like a pendulum, the strategic
foundations of the relationship,
though buttressed by steady
institutional cooperation, began
to look increasingly exposed to
geopolitical shock.

As Donald Trump poured
greater personal capital into
brokering a settlement between
Russia and Ukraine, India’s
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defence and energy partnerships
with Moscow moved to the
centre of Washington's gaze.
But the more the United States
pressed, the narrower the
political space in New Delhi
became to offer concessions.
What Washington framed as
hard-nosed bargaining landed in
India as coercion. Public
admonitions, hints of secondary
sanctions, and expectations of
visible alignment ran headlong
into India’s strategic culture that
prizes autonomy above approval.

As the rhetoric sharpened,
India accelerated diversification.
Business with Moscow continued
where interests demanded it.
Engagement with Beijing was
recalibrated cautiously. And
Europe emerged with renewed
urgency as India sought to
broaden its options, culminating
in the long-sought
announcement on an India-EU
Free Trade Agreement (FTA).
The India-US trade deal did not
arise from the standard
procedures of diplomacy. It was
negotiated in the long shadow of
geopolitical churn and the
unmistakable pressure of

economic coercion. Over the past

| year, Washington escalated

tariffs on Indian exports, citing
trade imbalances and New
Delhi’'s import of Russian oil.
Hence, the agreement
undoubtedly creates immediate
economic and strategic talking
points that both governments can
package as victories. Yet the
larger signal demands closer
scrutiny. Market access and
trade concessions are now tied
to expectations of strategic
behaviour more explicitly than at
any point in the relationship. If
this linkage becomes the
operating principle of
engagement, the partnership
begins to change its nature. It
shifts away from the promise of
durable strategic convergence
and toward something more
conditional, defined by
transactions, shaped by
circumstance, and sustained by
reciprocity rather than trust.

A diplomatic reset or a
strategic repositioning?
Does the trade deal restore

predictability to the relationship?
“Trust” in international politics is
often invoked as sentiment, but
in practice it is an operational
principle sustained by deliberate
policy choices and favourable
circumstances. Over the past
year, that foundation has been
shaken by geopolitical and
geoeconomic shocks—some
structural, others clearly
manufactured. The agreement
nonetheless offers reassurance.
It signals that cooperation
continues to generate value in
both economic and strategic
domains. The decision to
negotiate rather than extend
confrontation in itself shows that
neither side appears willing to let
the partnership drift into open
estrangement.

Is This the End of Nissan as We Know It? Automaker
Projects $4.2 Billion Loss Amid Deep Restructuring

Japan’s auto giant Nissan Motor is
staring at another painful financial year,
projecting a net loss of approximately
$4.2 billion as it accelerates a sweeping
global restructuring plan. The company
expects to post a 650 billion yen loss for
the fiscal year ending in March 2026,
extending a streak of financial turbulence
that has weighed heavily on its global

operations.

The projected loss comes as Nissan
grapples with mounting pressures,
including U.S. tariffs and weaker than
expected vehicle sales in key markets.
Executives signaled that restructuring
costs will significantly impact earnings
reshapes

as the automaker

stabilize long term performance.

Global sales are also trending
its downward. Nissan now expects vehicle
manufacturing footprint and workforce to deliveries to fall 4.4 percent to 3.20 million
units for the fiscal year, trimming its

competition

earlier forecast of 3.25 million units. The
downgrade reflects softer demand in
several regions and intensifying

in both traditional

combustion vehicles and electric models.
As part of its turnaround strategy, the
company
approximately 20,000 jobs over a four
year period through March 2028. The
] move is designed to streamline
d operations, cut fixed costs, and improve
efficiency across production facilities
worldwide. However, such large scale
workforce reductions underscore the
depth of the restructuring effort and the
i financial strain the company is facing.
For investors and industry watchers,
the key question is whether this is a
cyclical downturn or a structural inflection
point. Nissan remains a major global
automaker with a strong brand presence
and partnerships across markets, but
persistent losses, shifting trade policies,

plans to eliminate
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V8 Engine Survival Mode: The Best
Eight-Cylinder You Can Still Buy in 2026

In 2026, the V8 engine has
officially moved from being the
industry standard to a highly
specialized powerhouse. While
the V12 engine remains the
ultimate—and ultra-expensive—
status symbol, the V8 has
become the “Swiss Army Knife”
of high performance. From 1,000-
horsepower hybrid hypercars to
desert-running pickup trucks and
executive limousines, the eight-
cylinder engine is refusing to go
quietly. Here is the exhaustive
master list of the most notable
V8-powered vehicles keeping the
flame alive in 2026.

1. The American Icons:
Muscle, Track Weapons, and
Workhorses with V8 Engine

No one does a V8 quite like
Detroit. While some brands have
pivoted to inline-sixes or EVs,
Ford, GM, and Dodge (in a
surprising twist) are still
producing world-beating eight-
cylinder engines.

The Ford Mustang
Dynasty

Ford has completely cornered
the market on V8 coupes, offering
an engine for every tax bracket.
Mustang GT: The affordable entry
point, featuring the 4th-Gen 5.0L
Coyote V8 with 480 hp. Mustang
Dark Horse: The track-focused
naturally aspirated king, bumping
the 5.0L Coyote to 500 hp.
Mustang Dark Horse SC
(Rumored): A supercharged step-
up designed to fill the gap left by
the GT500, expected to push
near 800 hp. Mustang GTD: The
ultimate street-legal race car. It
packs an 815 hp, 5.2L
Supercharged V8. With a rear-
mounted transaxle and a
$300,000+ price tag, it is built
specifically to destroy European
supercars at the NUrburgring.

General Motors:
Superchargers and Flat-
Planes

Chevrolet Corvette ZR1: The
most powerful V8 ever to come

out of Detroit. Its 5.5L twin-
turbocharged “LT7” flat-plane
crank V8 produces a mind-
numbing 1,064 hp, cementing it
as a true hypercar killer. Cadillac
CT5-V Blackwing: One of the last
cars on earth offering a 6-speed
manual paired with a 668 hp, 6.2L
Supercharged V8. Cadillac
Escalade-V: The ultimate “loud
luxury” SUV, using a 682 hp 6.2L
Supercharged V8 to hurl 6,000
pounds to 60 mph in under 4.5
seconds.
The American Trucks &
SUVs

Ford F-150 Raptor R: The
undisputed king of the desert,
sporting a 5.2L Supercharged V8
tunedto 720 hp. Dodge Durango
SRT Hellcat: Dodge kept the
Hellcat alive in its premier family
hauler for 2026, dropping the 710
hp Supercharged 6.2L HEMI into

an AWD SUV. Chevrolet
Silverado & GMC Sierra: The
premium trims (High Country,
Denali Ultimate) still rely on the
trusty 420 hp 6.2L EcoTec3
naturally aspirated V8 for
seamless luxury towing.

2. The German
Heavyweights V8 Engine:
Executive Violence

The German “big three” have
standardized the 4.0L and 4.4L
V8 layouts, using hybridization to

push weight limits and
horsepower figures to new
heights.

BMW’s “M” Division &
Flagship Sedans

BMW M5 (G90) & M5
Touring: Now a Plug-in Hybrid
(PHEV), the new M5 pairs a 4.4L
Twin-Turbo V8 with electric
motors for amassive 717 hp. You
can commute silently on battery
power, or use the V8 to shred tires
on demand. BMW 760i xDrive:
The modern 2026 successor to
the legendary 750Li. It drops the
old naming convention but keeps

the soul, using a 4.4L Twin-Turbo
V8 with a 48-volt mild-hybrid
system to produce a silky-
smooth 536 hp.
Mercedes-Benz & AMG
Mercedes-AMG GT 63 Pro
AMATIC+: While smaller AMGs
use four-cylinders, this flagship
coupe keeps its 4.0L Biturbo V8,
generating 603 hp with enhanced
track cooling and aero.
Mercedes-AMG G 63: The iconic
G-Wagon box refuses to die. It
uses a mild-hybrid 4.0L V8 (577
hp) to deliver its signature side-
pipe rumble. Mercedes-Benz
S580: The standard-bearer for
executive luxury, offering a watty,
nearly silent 4.0L V8 for those
who prefer torque over track
times. VW Group (Audi &
Porsche) Audi RS7 Performance:
A masterpiece of design and
speed, utilizing a 4.0L Twin-Turbo
V8 with a mild-hybrid system to
push 621 hp. Porsche Panamera
Turbo S E-Hybrid: Porsche’s
four-door flagship pairs its 4.0L
V8 with a battery to produce a

| staggering 771 hp. Porsche
Cayenne Turbo E-Hybrid: The
SUV sibling to the Panamera,
sharing the same 771 hp V8 plug-
in hybrid drivetrain.

3. The Italian & British
Exotics with V8 Engine: The
800+ HP Club

In the ultra-luxury and
supercar space, V8s are paired
with sophisticated battery
systems to out-accelerate
almost anything on the road.
Lamborghini Urus SE: The
world’s best-selling “Super SUV”
is now a Plug-in Hybrid. It pairs a
4.0L Twin-Turbo V8 with an
electric motor for 789 hp, capable
of silent EV-mode cruising.
Ferrari SF90 XX: The pinnacle of
V8 engineering. This track-
focused beast uses a tri-motor
hybrid setup alongside its V8 to
deliver 1,016 hp. Bentley
Continental GT Speed & Flying
Spur: Bentley retired its famous
W12 engine, replacing it with the
“Ultra Performance Hybrid” 4.0L
V8. Producing 771 hp, it is
actually faster and more powerful
than the outgoing 12-cylinder.
Aston Martin Vantage: No
batteries here—just raw British
tuning. It uses a heavily reworked
AMG-sourced 4.0L V8 to
produce 656 hp, making it one of
the most potent front-engine
sports cars on sale.

4. The Last Samurai:
Japanese Old-School Power
with a V8 Engine

Lexus IS 500 F-Sport
Performance: This car is a total
unicorn in 2026. It is the absolute
last naturally aspirated V8 sedan
in its class. Its Yamaha-tuned
5.0L engine produces 472 hp and
offers a linear power delivery and
intake howl that turbo-hybrids
simply cannot replicate.

Toyota Reinforces Long Term Commitment to Ontario

as Next Generatlon RAV4 Beglns roductlon

Toyota has reaffirmed its long standing
commitment to Ontario’s auto workers as
production of the sixth generation RAV4
officially begins at its Woodstock facility.
During a media tour of the plant, company
executives emphasized their confidence in
Canada’s workforce and manufacturing
network, even as other parts of the
province’s auto sector face significant
uncertainty. Toyota Motor Manufacturing
Canada operates three facilities in
southwestern Ontario, employing
approximately 8,500 people between
Woodstock and Cambridge. The company
stated that its Canadian operations now
produce more vehicles annually than any
other Toyota manufacturing hub in North
America. The launch of the redesigned
RAV4 represents another milestone in
Toyota’s nearly four decades of
manufacturing in Canada. The new RAV4
is being produced exclusively as a hybrid
electric vehicle and has been fully

redesigned from the ground up. Toyota
invested $1.1 billion to prepare its Ontario
plants for this next generation model.
Earlier in 2025, the company retooled its
Woodstock and Cambridge facilities so
battery packs for the hybrid SUVs could
be builtin house rather than imported from
Japan. Overall, Toyota says it has invested
more than $12 billion in its Canadian

operations to date. The announcement
comes during a challenging period for
Ontario’s broader auto industry. Hundreds
of jobs were lost following the closure of
the General Motors CAMI assembly plant
in Ingersoll, while thousands of workers
have been laid off at the Stellantis facility
in Brampton, where production has been
paused for two years. Against that

backdrop, Toyota’s continued production
in Ontario has been viewed as a stabilizing
presence in the region. Federal and
provincial leaders are also navigating
broader trade pressures. With the CUSMA
agreement scheduled for review in 2026,
questions remain about tariffs and cross
border integration within the North American
auto sector. Company representatives said
they support an integrated approach
between Canada, the United States, and
Mexico and indicated that no decisions will
be made until the details of upcoming trade
negotiations are clearer. They added that
the most effective operating environment
for the industry would be one without tariffs.
Debate has also emerged over federal
policy allowing up to 49,000 vehicles from
Chinainto the Canadian market annually,
amove criticized by Ontario Premier Doug
Ford and some industry stakeholders.
Toyota officials, however, indicated they do
not expect the policy to significantly
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Top 09 Indo-Canadian Friendly Neighbourhoods in
the GTA for Famllles and Professionals

The Greater Toronto Area -

2 =T

continues to be one of North ! s

America’s most diverse and
dynamic regions — and for Indo-
Canadian families

professionals, certain

neighbourhoods stand out for &

lifestyle, community, culture,
schools, and growth. From
Brampton to Ajax, here are ten of
the GTA's most popular areas.
1. Credit Valley —
Brampton

Credit Valley is known as one
of Brampton’s more affluent and
family-oriented areas, with lovely
parks, modern homes, and easy
access to cultural amenities like
South Asian grocers and places
of worship. Why residents choose
it: A strong sense of community,
proximity to grocery hubs,
temples and gurudwaras, and
highly ranked schools.

2. Churchill Meadows —
Mississauga

Churchill Meadows is a
master-planned community ideal
for young professionals and
families, known for its walkability
and community spaces. Why
residents choose it: Top-class
amenities like the community
centre, safe streets, and a tight-
knit feel. Vibe: Modern, active, and
family-oriented.

and &

3. Ford & Willmott —
Milton

Milton has seen rapid growth
in recent years as families move
from Toronto and Mississauga for
more space and value. Homes
here tend to offer more square
footage, and the area is close to
trails and nature, including the
Niagara Escarpment. Why

residents choose it: More home
for the money compared to
Mississauga/Milton. Great for
outdoor enthusiasts and growing
families. Vibe: Young, suburban,
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and filled with kids.
4. Cornell — Markham

Cornell has  become
increasingly popular with tech
professionals and families who love
walkable neighbourhood design
and green spaces. Why residents
choose it: Walkable urban design,
parks, and community centres all
within easy reach. Vibe: Quiet,
green, and professional.

5. Meadowvale —
Mississauga

Meadowvale is an established

suburban community known for its

lakes, trails, and balanced

lifestyle. Why residents choose
it: Beautiful trail systems around
Lake Aquitaine and Lake
Wabukayne, plus transit options
including the Meadowvale GO
station. Vibe: Leafy, established,
and community-focused.
6. Castlemore —
Brampton

Castlemore is ideal for multi-
generational families who want
larger lots and more space while
still being connected to
Brampton’s amenities. Why

residents choose it: Large estate-

style homes on generous lots with
| quiet suburban streets. Vibe:

Prestigious, spacious, and
relaxed.
7. Wismer Commons —
Markham
Wismer Commons features

i strong schools and easy access

to transit — two priorities for many
Indo-Canadian families. Why

| residents choose it: Highly rated
? schools and a family-friendly

atmosphere. Vibe: Safe and
academically focused.
8. Lisgar — Mississauga
Lisgar borders Milton and

{ Brampton and is known for its

parks and trails such as the Lisgar
Meadow Brook Trail. Why
residents choose it: A stable,
middle-class community with
great outdoor spaces. Vibe:

Friendly and suburban.
9. Doncrest — Richmond
Hill

Doncrest appeals to families
and professionals who want
quality of life and strong schools
but prefer quieter streets
compared to Markham’s busier
centres. Why residents choose it:
Close to community amenities and
some of the GTA’s best private
school options. Vibe: Calm,
upscale, and educated.
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Ontario Fast-Tracks One of Canada’s Premier
Gold Mines Under ‘One Project, One Process’

Kinross Gold’s Great Bear
Project will support more than
1,000 jobs, strengthen made-in-
Ontario supply chains February
17,2026 Ministry of Energy and
MinesTORONTO - Today,
Minister Stephen Lecce
announced the Ontario
government is accelerating
Kinross Gold Corporation’s
Great Bear Project under the
‘One Project, One Process’
framework, the first gold mine
and the third project overall to be
accepted under the new
framework launched this past
October. As part of its plan to
protect Ontario workers and
communities, the government is
unlocking the full potential of the
province’s metals and mining
sector through the new
framework, with this project
marking another key step in
building a fully integrated and
self-reliant mining supply chain.
The project represents a more
than $5 billion capital investment
and is expected to create 900
jobs during its operational life,
with peak employment reaching
1,100 workers. Thousands of
additional construction and
indirect jobs will also be created
during the build-out phase in
2027 to 2029, delivering new
economic opportunities to the

region. “At a time of global
economic uncertainty, Ontario is
choosing to build — to build
faster, to build more at home,
and to build Canada’s self-
reliance,” said Stephen Lecce,
Minister of Energy and Mines.
“Ontario is proud to designate
this project under ‘One Project,
One Process,’” unlocking one of
Canada’s largest mines that will
create over 1,000 jobs good-
paying jobs. By fast-tracking
Kinross Gold’s Great Bear
Project, we’re getting
shovels in the ground,
proving that world- classh\
projects can be built W|th
speed and in partnersh|p
Ontario’s accelerated
permitting regime, reliable
energy, and skilledE
workforce is positioning our
province as the world’s most
attractive and predictable
investment opportunity.” Located
24 kilometres southeast of Red
Lake in northwestern Ontario, a
town with a long mining history,
the Great Bear Project is a high-
grade combined open-pit and
underground mine with an initial
mine life of 12 years. This
project is cornerstone of
Kinross’ global development
portfolio and has potential to
become one of Canada’s

nﬂ@v@g \Urn ECSRGIRARHILE
A'ND w@w Bﬁ]@lﬁb@ =

premier gold operations.
Kinross’ preliminary economic
assessment outlines a high-
grade operation producing an
average of over 500,000 ounces
of gold per year at its peak and
a potential for 5.3 million ounces
of initial production, with longer-
term expansion potential
supported by an ongoing regional
exploration program. “The ‘One
Project, One Process’
designation marks an important

mllestone for the Great Bear
Project and reflects Ontario’s
leadership in creating the right
conditions for responsible, long-
term mining investment,” said J.
Paul Rollinson, CEO of Kinross

Gold. “For Kinross, this
designation facilitates a more
integrated and streamlined path
forward as we advance the
permitting of this world-class
mine towards commercial
production in consultation with
Indigenous communities. Great
Bear is a generational asset and
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positioned to become one of
Canada’s largest and most
profitable gold mines once
operational. We look forward to
continuing our close
collaboration with the province of
Ontario and Indigenous
communities to advance this
project in a way that delivers
significant economic and
employment benefits for
Indigenous communities, our
stakeholders, and the broader
economy.” T h i s
designation comple ents
other work underway in the
4 Red Lake region to unlock

" opportunity including the
" consultation on the Red
. Lake Transmission Line, a
w &\ proposed line that would run
from Dryden to Red Lake to
power new mines and
growing communities.

Ontario’s previous outdated,
fragmented permitting system
caused delays of up to 15 years
to open a mine — holding back
investment, job creation and
access to critical and strategic
minerals. The 1P1P framework
is a coordinated, whole-of-
government approach to
streamline permitting approvals,
end bureaucratic delays, and
attract global investment.

Through 1P1P, the Ministry of
Energy and Mines acts as a
single point of contact to
coordinate all necessary
provincial approvals and
Indigenous consultation to
reduce government review time
by 50 per cent. This will provide
operators and investors the
certainty and predictability
needed to get new mines open
faster and secure Ontario’s
position as a global leader in
responsible, fast-tracked mining
development. The Crown’s duty
to consult obligation remains
fully upheld under 1P1P. The new
framework provides a more
coordinated and transparent
approach to consultation with
Indigenous communities.
Ontario continues to encourage
meaningful participation through
employment, training, and
partnerships. Kinross is focused
on working in close cooperation
with First Nations partners on
baseline studies, site planning,
and future opportunities as the
project advances. * Ontario’s
mining sector 28,000 direct jobs
and 46,000 indirect jobs through
associated mineral processing
and supply services. There are
currently 37 active mining
operations in Ontario, 19 are gold
mines.
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Canadian Pension Funds Hold Nearly Half of Assets in the
U.S.as Ottawa Encourages More Domestic Investment

-*w o
: Canada’s largest public
pension funds are now more
heavily invested in the United
States than in Canada, even as
Ottawa promotes a stronger “buy
Canadian” approach in response
to trade tensions. Collectively
managing approximately $2.5
trillion in assets, the country’s
major pension plans have
allocated roughly 47 percent of
their portfolios to U.S. assets,
compared with just 13 percent
invested domestically. The Canada
Pension Plan Investment Board,
which oversees assets of $780.7
billion, reflects that broader trend.
Nearly half of its holdings are tied
to U.S. markets, including real
estate, private equity, and large
publicly traded companies. Only
a small share remains
concentrated in Canada. Despite
political pressure to channel more
capital into domestic projects, the
fund’s global diversification

investment targets.At the same
time, the federal government is
attempting to encourage greater
investment in Canada without
altering pension mandates.
Francois-Philippe Champagne
has said Ottawa is meeting
+ quarterly with major pension funds
to identify opportunities in areas

such as energy infrastructure,
artificial intelligence, electricity
transmission, critical minerals,
and refining. The goal is to create
a stronger domestic project
pipeline that makes Canadian
investments commercially
attractive rather than politically
driven.While pension funds are not

withdrawing fromthe U.S., several
are adjusting exposure to currency
and regional risk. Ontario
Teachers’ Pension Plan has
reduced its holdings in U.S. dollars
and U.S. Treasuries, citing
concerns about potential dollar
depreciation, while maintaining the
United States as a core market.

Winter Storm Warning Issued for Toronto and

strategy has produced strong
returns. Over the past three years,
CPP Investments generated more
than $75 billion in gains above

actuarial expectations,
contributing to cumulative net
income of $543.4 billion since
1999 and a 10 year annualized
return of 8.4 percent.

The Office of the Chief Actuary
has projected that the base CPP
will earn 4.05 percent above
inflation and the additional CPP
3.53 percentin real terms over the
next 75 years. Those
assumptions suggest the fund
remains sustainable at current
contribution rates. That
performance record has led
pension experts to caution against
using retirement funds as overt
economic policy tools. Industry
leaders argue that pension
managers have a fiduciary duty to
maximize returns for contributors
rather than prioritize domestic

GTA as Snow and Freezing Rain Move In

A winter storm warning is now in effect for
Toronto and the Greater Toronto Area as a powerful
weather system approaches southern Ontario.
Environment Canada says the storm will bring a
mix of snow, freezing rain, and ice pellets beginning
early Wednesday morning, creating hazardous
travel conditions across the region.Forecasters
say Toronto and surrounding communities could
receive up to five centimetres of snow and ice
pellets, along with several hours of freezing rain.
Ice buildup of a few millimetres is expected, with
some areas possibly seeing closer to five
millimetres of ice accretion. Even small amounts
of ice can create extremely slippery roads,
particularly on untreated secondary streets,
sidewalks, and elevated surfaces such as bridges
and overpasses.

Environment Canada is warning that roads
and walkways will likely become difficult to
navigate and that rush hour traffic could be
significantly affected.

Areas west of Toronto are expected to
experience predominantly freezing rain, while parts
of southern Ontario including Hamilton are under
a higher level freezing rain warning, with ice

accumulation potentially reaching between five and
10 millimetres. Higher elevation communities north
of Toronto, including areas such as Newmarket,
Richmond Hill, and Barrie, could see heavier
snowfall totals.Meteorologists describe the
incoming system as a moisture rich storm moving
east from Western Canada. The system combines
Pacific moisture with Arctic air, producing what
some experts have called a complex and volatile
mix of precipitation types. Because temperatures
will hover close to the freezing mark, conditions
may shift rapidly between rain, snow, and freezing
rain throughout the day. Toronto could experience
several different forms of precipitation in just a few
hours.

The storm is expected to begin impacting
the region around 3 or 4 a.m. Wednesday and
continue into the evening. In addition to snow and
ice, fog advisories remain in effectin some areas,
with near zero visibility at times. Drivers are urged
to allow extra time for travel and prepare for rapidly
deteriorating road conditions. Metrolinx has advised
commuters to expect possible delays on GO
Transit and UP Express services once the storm
moves in.

B.C. Budget 2026: Balancing Record Canada’s Al Decade: How Artificial Intelligence

Deficits with “Careful Choices” Will Resha

B.C. Finance Minister Brenda Bailey million is increasing, and the Speculation
has unveiled the provincial government’s and Vacancy Tax is jumping from 3% to
2026 budget, a fiscal plan defined by a 4%. Tax Indexing: The province is pausing
difficult tug-of-war between maintaining the indexing of tax brackets from 2027 to
core services and addressing a ballooning 2030, a move projected to generate nearly
$13.3 billion deficit. Characterized by $1 billion in revenue.

Bailey as “serious work for serious times,” “Re-pacing” Capital Projects
the budget introduces a suite of tax ~ To mitigate construction cost
escalations and maintain a
manageable debt-to-GDP ratio,
the government is “re-pacing” its
capital plan. This translates to
significant delays for several
. major projects: Long-Term Care:
Seven approved facilities,
including those in Abbotsford,
' Campbell River, and Delta, have
| been paused. Healthcare &
" Housing: Phase 2 of the Burnaby
| Hospital and Cancer Care project
and a student housing expansion
increases and structural shifts aimed at at the University of Victoria have been
stabilizing the province’s long-term deferred. Financial Impact: These
financial health.Notable Tax Adjustments adjustments will reduce capital spending
A central—and controversial—feature of by roughly $1.7 billion in the coming fiscal
the budget is the first universal income year compared to previous forecasts.
tax hike in nearly two decades. Income Public Sector Downsizing
Tax: The base tax rate for the lowest In a move to streamline operations, the
bracket (income up to $50,363) rises from budget outlines a reduction of 15,000 public
5.06% to 5.6%. While the government sector jobs over the next three years. The
notes that a $115 increase to the B.C. government maintains these cuts will be
Tax Reduction credit will shield lower- achieved through attrition and voluntary
income earners, approximately 60% of departures rather than layoffs, with 2,500
taxpayers will see their bills rise, with an of these positions coming from core
average increase of $76 per government ministries and the remainder
person.Property & Luxury Taxes: The from Crown corporations, health authorities,
“School Tax” on homes valued over $3 and school districts.

e

Artificial Intelligence is poised to
transform Canada’s labour market over
the next decade, but not in the way many
fear. Rather than triggering widespread
permanent unemployment, economists
and policy researchers increasingly
describe the coming years as a period of
structural adjustment. Between now and
2035, an
estimated 1 to 3
million roles may
be displaced or
significantly
altered, yet the |
overall netimpact
is projected to
remain positive.
Current forecasts
suggest Al could
add roughly
41,500 net new jobs annually and lift
national GDP by as much as 9 percent,
equivalent to nearly $298 billion in
additional economic output.Recent 2026
data from the Bank of Canada and
Statistics Canada points toward what
analysts are calling a skills revolution.
The core shift is not simply about
machines replacing workers, but about
redefining the value of work itself. Jobs
are increasingly moving away from
performing repetitive tasks toward
managing, supervising, and optimizing Al
driven systems. In this model, human
labour becomes less about execution and
more about oversight, interpretation, and

ChatGPT

pe Jobs, Wages and Growth by 2035

strategic decision making.

Research from the Vector Institute and
Deloitte highlights two powerful forces
shaping this transition. The substitution
effect refers to automation replacing
routine cognitive tasks. Approximately 60
percent of Canadian workers are
employed in occupations with high Al
exposure. Roles in
data entry, basic
accounting, legal
research, and
customer support face
significant automation
risk. Finance and
insurance sectors are
already seeing Al
driven risk modeling
and algorithmic trading
reduce the need for
junior analysts. Even entry level
technology roles are feeling pressure.
Bank of Canada Governor Tiff Macklem
recently warned that Al is eliminating
certain early career coding and data jobs,
potentially narrowing traditional entry
pathways for graduates.

At the same time, the growth effect is
creating entirely new categories of
employment. Over 35,000 innovation
driven roles are expected to emerge within
the next five years alone. By 2035,
positions such as Al Oversight Manager,
Ethics Compliance Officer, and Human
Al Collaboration Specialist are expected
to become standard across industries.
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Giving Transit the Green Light: How New
“Aggressive” Signals Will Speed Up Toronto’s LRTs

TORONTO — After spending
billions of dollars and enduring
over a decade of construction,
Toronto transit riders have made
one thing clear: new light rail lines
shouldn’t be stuck at red lights.

In a bid to dramatically
improve transit efficiency, the
City of Toronto is rolling out an
“aggressive” Transit Signal
Priority (TSP) system at
intersections along both the newly
opened Line 6 (Finch West) and
Line 5 (Eglinton Crosstown)
corridors. The urgent push for
better signal tech comes on the
heels of the Finch West LRT’s
rocky debut in December 2025.
Riders were outraged to find the
brand-new trains moving slower
than the previous bus service,
largely because the Light Ralil

Vehicles (LRVs) were constantly
trapped at red lights or idling
behind left-turning cars. With the

Eglinton Crosstown finally

executing its phased opening this
month, City Councilandthe TTC
are racing to ensure history
doesn’t repeat itself.

“We've learned the lessons
from Finch, and we are making
sure that we don’t repeat those

mistakes,” TTC Chair Jamaal

Myers stated recently.
But what does “aggressive”

signal priority actually mean for 3% :

the roads? Historically, Toronto’s

TSP only meant holding a green E

light for a few extra seconds if a
transit vehicle was approaching.
The new system being rolled out
is much smarter. Using real-time
sensors and phase rotation

technology, the system will
actively detect approaching trains

be given an unconditional priority
to advance through the
intersection before regular traffic

| is permitted to make left turns.
«® On Finch West, green lights
= could be extended by a

= to 16 seconds. Naturally, this

shift has sparked concerns

~| among motorists regarding the

L.l balance between public transit

and change the order of the traffic
lights. Most notably, the LRTs will

A “Historic Thaw” as China Opens
Visa-Free Travel to Canadians

Business Leaders Cheer 30-

Day Waiver Following Carney’s
Beijing Reset

TORONTO — For the first
time in decades, Canadian
business travelers and tourists
can enter mainland China without
a visa. As of Tuesday, February
17, 2026, ordinary Canadian
passport holders are eligible for
30 days of visa-free entry, a move
Toronto’s business community is
hailing as a “pivotal reset” of
bilateral relations.

Removing the $140
Barrier

Previously, Canadians faced
a cumbersome application
process and fees of
approximately $140 to $180 per
person. The new rules, which
apply to tourism, business
meetings, family visits, and
transit, eliminate these hurdles
entirely. The timing of the
announcement is seen as a
strategic “Lunar New Year gift”
following Prime Minister Mark

Carney’s January summit with
President Xi Jinping. Analysts
point to a synchronized easing
of tensions:

Mobility: Canada is now one
of 79 countries on China’s
unilateral waiver list. Trade: The
deal reportedly coincided with
Canada softening its stance on
Chinese EV imports in exchange

" for China lifting its 2025

restrictions on Canadian
agricultural products. Tourism:
Destination Canada projects an
18% increase in two-way travel
by the end of 2026, providing a
much-needed boost to Toronto’s
retail and hospitality sectors.
Know Before You Go While the
gates are open, industry experts
are cautioning travelers about the
fine print: Duration: The waiver is
strictly for 30 days. Overstaying
can lead to significant fines or
future bans. Exclusions: Those
traveling for journalism, long-term
study (X-visas), or paid
employment (Z-visas) still require
traditional permits.

i
1

and efficient vehicle flow. Drivers
making left turns will find
themselves in a new waiting
dynamic, forced to pause until the
trains complete their passage.
However, city traffic management
experts predict the overall impact
on local drivers will be negligible.
To offset the delays caused by
approaching LRTs, the city is

programming “green light
compensation” into the grid.
Once the transit vehicle clears
the intersection, the system will
automatically grant extra green-
light time to the cross-street
traffic to flush out any temporary
congestion. While the hardware
is already in place, calibrating
the complex intersection timing
takes time. The TTC is currently
running proof-of-concept tests
on the Spadina streetcar line,
with full TSP integration for the
Finch and Eglinton LRTs
expected to be operational by
May 2026. As the city continues
to integrate these massive
transit lines into the urban
landscape, this technological
shift represents a critical
milestone.

Toronto Islamic Centre
Receives Christchurch-Style
Threats Ahead of Ramadan
TORONTO — The Toronto
Islamic Centre (TIC) is under
“high alert” this week after
receiving a series of graphic
phone calls threatening a mass-
casualty event similar to the
2019 Christchurch mosque
shootings. As the community
prepares for Ramadan, the

midtown institution s
drastically increasing its
security presence to protect its
congregants.

A “Brazen” Escalation

According to TIC General
Manager Shaffni Nalir, the
mosque received two calls last
Wednesday. The first was a
brief one-minute threat, followed
by a chilling 14-minute call during
which an unknown individual
used Islamophobic slurs and
explicit “murder threats.” The

“We Will Not Be Intimidated”:
Toronto Mosque Bolsters Security
Atter Massacre Threats

National Council of Canadian
Muslims (NCCM) has since
released audio clips of the call
to raise awareness of the rising
tide of Islamophobia in the city.

Community Defense and

Solidarity

In response to the threats,
the mosque has launched an
emergency fund to hire
professional security for the
duration of Ramadan. In the
interim, a “guard and pray”
system has been implemented:
Volunteer Rotations: Groups of
volunteers remain at the
entrances to monitor arrivals,
forgoing the first half of communal
prayers before swapping with
others. Interfaith Support: On
Tuesday evening, Rabbi Michael
Dolgin of Temple Sinai joined the
congregation at the Yonge Street
location, stating that “hatred
against any of us targets all of
us.”

Carney Under Pressure Over Cuba Fuel Crisi

Prime Minister Mark Carney is facing
growing pressure from opposition
politicians and advocacy groups to take
a stronger public stance against the
United States’ escalating oil restrictions
on Cuba — and even to send Canadian

fuel or humanitarian aid to the island

nation.

For more than a year, Global Affairs
Canada has warned travellers that Cuba
is experiencing serious shortages of “basic
necessities, including food, medicine and
fuel,” and the situation worsened in
January after the U.S. gained control of
Venezuela’s oil reserves, Cuba’s largest
energy source.

U.S. President Donald Trump has
further threatened tariffs against any

A \‘!‘1

country that sells or provides oil to Cuba,
prompting widespread energy rationing
and prompting some airlines, including
Canadian carriers, to suspend flights to
the island due to fuel scarcity.

In the House of Commons, interim
New Democratic Party leader Don Davies
urged Ottawa to “support Cuba in the face
of aggressive U.S. imperialism,” saying
Canada’s foreign policy principles —

52 US Tightens Blockade

particularly Carney’s comments at the
World Economic Forum about middle
powers resisting intimidation — should
translate into tangible support or at least

= vocal criticism of Washington.

Bloc Québecois Leader Yves-Francois
Blanchet also pressed Carney to consider
humanitarian assistance, writing that
Cubans “do not deserve their current
suffering” amid American-imposed
restrictions So far, Foreign Affairs Minister
Anita Anand has declined to say whether
Canada would overtly criticize the U.S.
administration or provide fuel or
humanitarian aid, instead emphasizing
that the government’s immediate focus
remains on assisting Canadians affected
by the crisis and ensuring their safety.
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DRPS Launches “Drone First Responder”
Pilot to Reach 911 Calls in 60 Seconds

DURHAM REGION — In an
emergency, seconds save lives.
Now, the Durham Regional Police
Service (DRPS) is taking that
literally by putting their first
responders in the sky.

On Tuesday, the DRPS
announced the launch of a first-
of-its-kind Drone as First
Responder (DFR) pilot project.
The initiative will deploy remotely
piloted drones to active
emergencies, giving officers real-
time aerial intelligence before
they even arrive on the scene.

Remarkably, the DRPS
states these drones can arrive at

of cruisers and deployed after an
officer arrives, the DFR system
launches from fixed dock sites
strategically located across the
region. When an eligible 911 call
comes in, a certified pilot
remotely launches the drone,
bypassing traffic and physical
barriers to provide immediate
situational awareness. “This
initiative allows us to respond
faster, see more, and make
better-informed decisions,”
DRPS Chief Peter Moreira said
in a statement, noting the
technology will give emergency
service partners a critical new

an emergency scene in

approximately 60 seconds.
Unlike traditional police

drones that are kept in the trunks

tool for major incidents. The
drones will be strictly dispatched
for specific emergencies,
including high-risk calls, missing

persons investigations, natural
disasters, and large, complex
scenes. By capturing real-time
video, the drones can help locate
individuals in distress, spot
hazards before officers approach,
and improve coordination
between police, fire, and EMS
personnel. Anticipating
community concerns over privacy,
the DRPS was quick to establish
strict operational boundaries.
Chief Moreira emphasized that
the system will not be used for
general public surveillance.
Furthermore, the drones are not
equipped with facial recognition
or automated identification
technology, and they do not
record audio. All flights comply
with  Transport Canada

regulations and provincial privacy
laws. The pilot program places
Durham Region at the forefront of
a growing technological shift in

Canadian law enforcement. As

police departments grapple with
increasingly complex public
safety challenges, aerial
intelligence is proving to be a
cost-effective force multiplier.

“Taking from Peter to Feed Paul”: B.C. Unveils $475M
Dlsablllty Funding Overhaul Amid Parent Backlash

VICTORIA — The Br|t|sh expandmg both flnanC|aI
Columbia government has supports and services for
announced a massive $475 children and youth with a range
million overhaul to how it funds of disabilities, through a new
support for children with approach that is fair and that
disabilities. But while the new provides the greatest support to
model expands access to the most vulnerable,” Minister

thousands of previously Wickens stated during the
excluded families, it has announcement.
sparked fierce backlash from Under the new framework
parents who fear their children’s rolling out over 2026 and 2027,
vital therapies are on the eligible families will have
chopping block. access to two main streams of
Announced recently by support:
Minister of Children and Family ~ The B.C. Children and Youth
Development Jodie Wickens, Disability Benefit: Ranging from
the unprecedented three-year $6,500 to $17,000 annually for
investment will entirely replace children with prolonged
the province’s existing autism disabilities or complex
funding program. developmental needs.
Historically, B.C.’s funding The Disability Supplement:
was tied strictly to an autism An income-tested monthly
diagnosis, leaving children with payment providing a maximum
other severe of $6,000 per year for lower- and
neurodevelopmental middle-income households.
conditions—such as Down While the province estimates
syndrome or Fetal Alcohol the new system will serve
Spectrum Disorder (FASD)— roughly 48,000 children—up
without direct financial support. from 30,000 under the current
The newly announced model system—the transition has
shifts to a “needs-based” or ignited intense anxiety within
“functional impact” system, the autism community.
meaning funding will be Because the $475 million
allocated based on a child’s day- must now cover a significantly
to-day challenges rather than a larger pool of children, many
specific medical label. parents of autistic children are
“This is about significantly facing severe funding

clawbacks.

Minister  Wickens
acknowledged the difficult
reality of the shift, confirming
that an estimated 20 per cent
of children currently receiving
funding—about 5,000 kids—will
likely see their financial support
reduced under the new
assessments. Children deemed

- to have “lower needs” will be

directed toward community-
based services instead of
receiving direct, individualized
funding.

Critics and parent advocacy
groups argue that taking
resources away from children
who have relied on them for
years disrupts their continuity
of care and risks severe
developmental regression. As

one parent bluntly summarized
the provincial strategy: “We
cannot be taking from Peter to
feed Paul.”

As B.C. phases in this new
model over the next three years,
the government will face the
daunting task of proving it can
build a more inclusive system
without leaving its most
vulnerable families behind.

Ramadan: A Journey of Reflection,
History, and Community

Ramadan is far more than just “not eating or
drinking.” It is a profound spiritual overhaul—a
month of discipline, empathy, and deep connection
that transforms the daily lives of nearly two billion
people worldwide. Whether you're observing for
the first time or looking to understand the

A*n 9 ﬁ*tx

significance
behind the ©
traditions, here |

10—-11 days every year, rotating through all four
seasons over a 33-year cycle. How to Celebrate:
The Rhythms of the Day The month is structured
around two key meals and a shift in internal focus.
More Than a Diet: The “Internal” Celebration To truly
“celebrate” Ramadan is to engage in a mental and

emotional

g 4‘*1 reset. It's an
e - . . .

| Invitation to:

is a guide to the Fo i Practice
holiestmonthin =~ | @ t e Gratitude:
Islam. ,’/."’ . Feeling
The Roots : hunger
oftheFast:A o l’\‘@ i firsthand
BrTiein:tory () RAMADAN KAREEM _ serves as a
e 'stark
significance of reminder of
Ramadan dates the daily
back to 610 CE. > reality for
According to the less
Islamic tradition, fortunate.
it was during this sl.ng South Asiedla smce 1997 Digital
month— Detox:

specifically on a night known as Laylat al-Qadr
(The Night of Power)—that the Prophet
Muhammad received the first revelations of the

Quran from the Angel Gabriel.

The Command: Fasting became a formal
obligation for Muslims in the second year of the
Hijra (the migration to Medina). The Purpose: Itis
one of the Five Pillars of Islam. The goal is Tagwa—
a heightened sense of God-consciousness and
self-restraint. The Calendar: Because Islam follows
the lunar calendar, Ramadan shifts back by about

Many use this month to step back from social
media and mindless scrolling to focus on prayer
and family. Community Bonds: Iftars are rarely solo

events. They are times when neighbors, friends,

and strangers gather to share bread and stories.
The Grand Finale: Eid al-Fitr
Ramadan concludes with Eid al-Fitr, the
“Festival of Breaking the Fast.” It's a three-day
celebration involving new clothes, communal
prayers, gift-giving (especially Eidi—money for
children), and, of course, a massive amount of food.
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Ford Tells Students Not to Pick “Basket-Weaving
Courses” Amid Backlash Over Sweeping OSAP Cuts

TORONTO — Premier Doug Ford had
blunt advice for post-secondary students
protesting recent cuts to the Ontario Stu-
dent Assistance Program (OSAP): focus
on in-demand jobs and “not pick basket-
weaving courses.” Speaking to reporters
at Queen’s Park on Tuesday, Ford ad-
dressed the heavy backlash his govern-
ment has faced since announcing a major
overhaul of post-secondary funding. The
Premier claimed he received “thousands
of calls” over the Family Day long week-
end from students expressing frustration
over the reduction in grant money. In re-
sponse, Ford emphasized that taxpayers
want to ensure they are funding educations
that lead to tangible employment in the
province. “l mentioned to the students, you
have to investin your future, into in-demand
jobs,” Ford said. “You're picking basket-
weaving courses, and there’s not too many

baskets being sold out there.” The Premier
specifically pointed to the skilled trades,
healthcare, and STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Mathematics) as the

Bribery, Floods, and a $79M Shortfall: Inside the
Inquiry into Winnipeg’s Troubled Police HQ

WINNIPEG — A long-awaited public
inquiry is finally pulling back the curtain on
one of the most controversial municipal
projects in Manitoba’s history: the
construction of the Winnipeg Police Service
headquarters. Completed in 2016, the
conversion of a former downtown Canada
Post building into a state-of-the-art police
facility was originally budgeted at $135
million. By the time the doors opened, the
project had skyrocketed to $79 million over
budget, leaving taxpayers footing the bill
and demanding answers regarding severe
lapses in financial oversight. Led by
commissioner Garth Smorang, the inquiry
is currently delving deep into the planning,
execution, and staggering
mismanagement of the large-scale project.
However, the hearings are focusing heavily
on what happened behind closed doors
before the first hammer was ever swung.
At the center of the controversy is Phil
Sheegl, the city’s former Chief
Administrative Officer. A civil court

previously ruled that Sheegl accepted a
$327,000 bribe from an executive at
Caspian Construction—the company that
ultimately won the bid for the majority of
the headquarters’ work. While Sheegl|
unsuccessfully argued the money was for
an unrelated real estate deal in Arizona,
the Manitoba Court of Appeal declared his
actions amounted to “disgraceful, unethical
behaviour by a public servant.” Testifying
at the inquiry this week, Sheegl was
pressed on emails and private meetings
he held with the Caspian executive before
the contract was awarded. Sheegl
conceded to the inquiry’s lead counsel that
meeting one potential bidder without the
others present was “probably not right.” The
inquiry has also shed light on highly
unusual bureaucratic favors. Last week, the
city’s manager of purchasing testified that
the required performance bond for bidders
was mysteriously slashed from a standard
$40 million down to $25 million following
complaints from Caspian Construction.

fields students should be targeting. The
controversy stems from policy changes
announced last week by Minister of Col-
leges and Universities Nolan Quinn, which

Federal Immigration Probes Surge as Canada
Cracks Down on Extortion Networks

Canadian immigration authorities are
intensifying enforcement efforts after
nearly 300 foreign nationals were flagged
by British Columbia’s anti-extortion task
force. According to figures released to
Global News, the Canada Border Services
Agency has launched investigations into
296 individuals identified as persons of
interest by partner agencies involved in
the province’s crackdown. The updated
statistics, current as of February 4, show
a dramatic rise from just over 100 cases
reported a month earlier. Immigration
officers are reviewing files for potential
inadmissibility under Canadian law, which
could lead to removal proceedings for
those found to be in violation of
immigration rules. In a statement provided
to Global News, the CBSA confirmed that
32 individuals have already received
removal orders, with 10 deported from
Canada. Another nine cases are currently
before the Immigration and Refugee Board

fundamentally alter how Ontario students
will pay for school. Starting this fall, the
maximum amount of OSAP funding an eli-
gible student can receive as a hon-repay-
able grant will drop from 85 per cent to just
25 per cent. The remaining balance will be
distributed as student loans. Additionally,
the province is lifting its seven-year tuition
freeze, allowing publicly assisted colleges
and universities to raise tuition fees by up
to two per cent annually for the next three
years. The Ford government argues these
changes are necessary for the “long-term
sustainability” of the post-secondary sec-
tor. Ontario institutions have faced mount-
ing financial pressure, particularly after re-
cent federal caps on international student
permits resulted in an estimated $2 billion
annual revenue loss for the province’s col-
leges and universities.

and may result in further deportations.
Authorities believe the enforcement push
is linked to an ongoing wave of extortion
cases targeting South Asian communities
across British Columbia, Ontario, Alberta
and Manitoba. Victims, many of whom
are Sikh Canadians, have reportedly
received threats demanding large
payments. In cases where victims
refused, homes and businesses have
allegedly been shot at or set ablaze. Law
enforcement agencies have also
connected the network to several killings.
Investigators say many of the individuals
allegedly carrying out the violence were
recruited locally and had entered Canada
on temporary student or work permits that
later expired. Officials have pointed to the
criminal network led by Lawrence Bishnoi,
who is currently incarcerated in India, as
playing a central role in orchestrating
these schemes through associates
abroad.

Surrey Police Alert Public to Distraction
Thefts Targeting Seniors Outside Gurdwaras

Police in Surrey are warning
residents about a rise in
distraction thefts aimed at
seniors near places of worship,
particularly Sikh gurdwaras.
According to the Surrey Police
Service, suspects are
approaching elderly individuals,
creating brief moments of
confusion or trust, and then
stealing valuables such as
jewelry or cash. In some cases,
thieves reportedly swap genuine
items with fake imitations
without victims realizing it until
later. Staff Sgt. Lindsey

Houghton of the Surrey Police =

Service said officers investigated
approximately 50 distraction theft
cases last year, with four
incidents already reported in
2026. All of the recent cases
have occurred near gurdwaras,
raising concerns about criminal

activity in areas that are meant targeting seniors in and around
to be safe and welcoming places of worship. One recent
community spaces. Speaking to incident involved the mother of
CBC News, Houghton said itis Surrey resident Harwinder Singh
troubling that offenders are Rai, who is in her 70s. Rai told

CBC News that two individuals
in a grey Toyota SUV
approached his mother outside
Gurdwara Sahib Dashmesh
Darbar on 85 Avenue in late
January. The individuals
reportedly offered her aride and
attempted to engage her in
Punjabi, even showing jewelry
and suggesting they would
exchange it. Rai said his
mother became suspicious, told
them to leave, and later informed
gurdwara officials about the
encounter. CCTV footage of the
interaction was shared by the
temple. Moninder Singh,
spokesperson for Gurdwara
Dashmesh Darbar and the B.C.
Gurdwaras Council, told CBC
News that theft activity appears
to have increased over the past
month. He said seniors may be
particularly vulnerable due to

language barriers, community
trust, or mobility challenges.
According to Singh, suspects
sometimes offer rides during
rainy or dark conditions to gain
the trust of elderly individuals
before attempting to steal from
them. Police say distraction
thefts often go unreported until
family members notice that
jewelry has been replaced with
imitation pieces, sometimes
hours after the incident. Officers
are advising seniors to maintain
distance from strangers, avoid
walking alone when possible,
and refrain from displaying
expensive jewelry in public.

Houghton said anyone who
believes they have been targeted
should call 911 immediately and
not hesitate to draw attention if
approached in a suspicious
manner.
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26-Year-Old Toronto Man Charged in Hate-
Motivated Assault at Massive Iran So

TORONTO — A 26-year-old
Toronto man is in custody follow-
ing an alleged hate-motivated
assault that occurred during a
massive rally supporting Iranian
protesters on Saturday. The inci-
dent has raised fresh concerns
regarding public safety and the

increasing prevalence of hate- §

based incidents at political dem-
onstrations.

The assault took place amid
the “Global Day of Action” dem-
onstration, an event held in sup-
port of Iran’s Lion and Sun Revo-
lution. The rally saw an estimated
350,000 people congregate along
Yonge Street in North York, draw-
ing a diverse crowd united in their
support for the Iranian people’s
struggle for democratic rights and
freedoms.

According to the Toronto Po-
lice Service, the incident occurred

.
Saturday afternoon near Yonge
Street and Homewood Avenue.
Police allege the suspect, who
was wearing a balaclava to con-
ceal his identity, approached a
demonstrator marching in the
rally. The accused reportedly
made anti-Black comments to-
ward the victim before punching

them in the chest and face. The
victim sustained minor injuries.+2

Seyed Vorudi, 26, of Toronto,
was arrested and charged with
Assault and Wearing a Disguise
with Intent.

Law enforcement officials con-
firmed the investigation is being
led by the Hate Crime Unit and

Carney Unveils $6.6B Defence Strategy, Says
Canada Must Strengthen Sovereign Security

Prime Minister Mark Carney
says Canada can no longer de-
pend too heavily on geography or
international allies for its own pro-
tection, arguing
the country must
take greater con-
trol of its security
future. Speaking
in Montreal while
unveiling
Canada’s first-
ever defence in-
dustrial strategy,
Carney stated
that Canada
should never be placed in a posi-
tion where it is “held hostage” by
other nations when it comes to
national defence. The newly an-
nounced $6.6 billion strategy out-
lines a long-term plan to expand
Canada’s domestic defence
manufacturing base. The federal
government aims to increase the
share of defence contracts
awarded to Canadian companies
to 70 percent within the next de-
cade. The plan also sets an am-

bitious target to grow Canadian
defence exports by 50 percent
over the same period. At the core
of the proposal is what the gov-

ernment calls a “build, partner,
buy” framework. Under this
model, Canada would prioritize
building key military equipment
at home, particularly in areas
deemed essential to sovereign
capabilities and critical national
interests. Where domestic pro-
duction is not feasible, Ottawa
would seek strategic partner-
ships with trusted allies or pur-
chase ready-made equipment
under agreements that support

Canada’s domestic defence in-
dustry. Carney emphasized that
strengthening domestic produc-
tion would enhance Canada’s sov-
ereignty and reduce
long-standing de-
pendencies, par-
- ticularly in defence
~ procurement. He
noted that the strat-
egy is intended not
only to meet
Canada’s own
needs but also to
reinforce commit-
ments to interna-
tional allies while maintaining
greater national control. However,
the plan has already drawn criti-
cism from Conservative Leader
Pierre Poilievre. He dismissed
the proposal as overly vague and
filled with buzzwords, arguing
that the federal government
should instead focus on cutting
bureaucracy and accelerating pro-
curement decisions to ensure
faster and more efficient military
modernization.

S

lidarity Rally

Aday prior to the rally, a
56-year-old Burlington man was
arrested after allegedly making
online threats to bring a firearm
to the demonstration to prevent
it from taking place.

Together, these incidents

. | serve as a stark reminder of the

is being treated as a suspected
hate-motivated offence. If con-
victed, a judge can consider hate
as an aggravating factor when
imposing a sentence, which
could lead to harsher penalties.

The assault was not the only
security issue surrounding the
historic march.

' security challenges that can arise

during large-scale public demon-
strations. Police have urged any-
one with additional information
about the assault to come for-
ward, emphasizing the impor-
tance of community involvement
in addressing hate crimes.

Meanwhile, community lead-
ers have echoed these senti-
ments, calling for increased vigi-
lance and solidarity to ensure that
future events can proceed peace-
fully while safeguarding the rights
of all participants to express their
views safely and freely.

Watchdog Finds Gaps in Canada’s No-Fly
List Oversightand Justification

A federal intelligence
watchdog has concluded that
the government did not always
have sufficient legal grounds to
keep certain individuals on
Canada’s no-fly list. In a newly
released report, the National
Security and Intelligence Review
Agency examined the
Passenger Protect Program and
found weaknesses in oversight,
coordination and documentation,
particularly when it came to
decisions about maintaining
listings.

The Passenger Protect
Program, established under the
Secure Air Travel Act, allows the
federal government to prevent
individuals believed to pose a
threat to aviation security from
boarding flights within, to or from
Canada. While the review
praised improvements such as
centralized passenger screening
for air carriers, which reduced
errors and strengthened
safeguards, it identified concerns
about how ongoing listing

decisions were handled.

Under the law, the public
safety minister or a designated
official must review the list every
90 days to confirm that the
original grounds for listing still
apply. The agency found that this
review process was not always
conducted as required and
described an overall lack of
coherence in  program
management. In six cases,
individuals were reportedly kept
on the list without sufficient
grounds. Two of those individuals
were relisted despite earlier
decisions to remove them, and
in other instances, the threshold
for listing did not appear to align
with the criteria set out in
legislation.

The report also noted that
some individuals remained listed
even though they were no longer
under active investigation by
agencies such as the Canadian
Security Intelligence Service or
the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police.

Construction Company and Supervisors Fined
$130,000 Total After Two Workplace Incidents

Ministry of Labour, Immigra-
tion, Training and Skills
DevelopmentConvicted: EllisDon
Forming Ltd., 2045 Oxford Street
East, London, Ontario, a con-
struction forming business and
two supervisors, Corey Jones and
Matthew Thompson. Location of
Workplaces: Two construction
projects, one at 3080 Bostwick
Road, London, Ontario, and the
other at 131 King Street, London,
Ontario.Description of Offences:

EllisDon Forming Ltd. and two
supervisors were fined after two
separate roof collapses occurred
during the installation of compos-
ite floor systems at two construc-
tion projects, causing minor inju-
ries to workers. The company
failed, as an employer, to ensure
that the measures and proce-
dures prescribed by section
31(1)(b)of Ontario Regulation 213/
91 were carried out, contrary to
section 25(1)(c)of the Occupa-

tional Health and Safety Act. Ad-
ditionally, Corey Jones and Mat-
thew Thompson as supervisors,
contravened section 27(1)(a)of
the Act. Date of Offences: July
22, 2022 and January 5, 2023
Date of Conviction: January 22,
2026

Penalty Imposed:

* Following a guilty plea in the
Ontario Provincial Offences Court
in London, EllisDon Forming Ltd.,
Corey Jones and Matthew Th-

ompson were fined $130,000 to-
tal by Justice of the Peace
Kristine M. Diaz. The Crown
Counsel was Dan Phelan. * The
court also imposed a 25 per cent
victim fine surcharge as required
by the Provincial Offences Act.
The surcharge is credited to a spe-
cial provincial government fund to
assist victims of crime.
Background:

* EllisDon Forming Ltd. was

contracted to install CANAM

Hambro D500 composite floor
systems at two construction
projects on two separate dates.
* At the first project on July 22,
2022, Corey Jones, a supervisor
employed by the company, was
overseeing work on a penthouse
rooftop. * The roof had a unique
layout that required a cross-brac-
ing detail that was

not needed anywhere else on
the project. This requirement was
not clear to
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Trump Threatens to Block Gordie Howe
Brldge Openlng in Escalating Trade Row

DETROIT/WINDSOR
President Donald Trump has
sparked a fresh international
standoff, threatening to halt the
opening of the nearly completed
Gordie Howe International Bridge
unless Canada agrees to surren-
der half-ownership of the $6.4 bil-
lion asset.In a series of late-night
Truth Social posts on February
9, 2026, the President claimed
that the United States is being
“taken advantage of” by its north-
ern neighbor. Despite the bridge
being a joint venture between
Canada and the State of Michi-
gan, Trump argued the U.S.
should own “at least one half” of
the project, citing the “astronomi-
cal” revenue it will generate from
the U.S. market. Fact-Checking
the Dispute The President’s
claims have met immediate
pushback from officials on both
sides of the border, who pointed
out several inaccuracies in his

statements: Ownership: Trump
claimed Canada “owns both
sides.” In reality, the 2012 Cross-
ing Agreement stipulates that the
bridge is publicly owned by both
the Government of Canada and
the State of Michigan. Funding:
Canada is paying the full upfront
cost (approx. $6.4 billion) of the
project. It will recoup these costs
through tolls over several de-
cades. Materials: While Trump
alleged “virtually no U.S. content”
was used, the project was built
using both Canadian and Ameri-
can steel and labor, as required
by the binational agreement. Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney addressed the situation
Tuesday morning, confirming he
has spoken directly with the
President to clarify these “mis-
understandings.” “l explained that
Canada paid for the construc-
tion... and that ownership is
shared between the state of

Michigan and the government of
Canada,” Carney told reporters.
“The situation will be resolved.”
Despite Carney’s optimism, the
threat has rattled local leaders.

Michigan Governor Gretchen
Whitmer insisted the bridge would
open “one way or another,” while ply chain that cost American tax-
Windsor Mayor Drew Dilkens la- payers nothing.

beled the President’s ultimatum

“‘insane,” noting the bridge is a
glft” to the North American sup-

The “Insidious” Threat: Montreal Police
Chief Confronts Corruption Risks

As Montreal marks the beginning of 2026, the
integrity of law enforcement has become a cen-
tral theme of public discourse. On February 10,
2026, Montreal Police Chief Fady Dagher ad-
dressed the media following the high-profile ar-

rests of seven Toronto police officers in a sweep- | |

ing organized crime investigation involving bribery
and drug trafficking.Acknowledgement of Vulner-
ability

Chief Dagher described the arrests in Ontario
as a “sad moment for policing,” but used the op-
portunity to speak candidly about the risks facing
his own department, the Service de Police de la
Ville de Montréal (SPVM). While emphasizing that
the vast majority of his officers act with integrity,
Dagher admitted

The “Immunity” Myth: Dagher stated that
Montreal police are “not immune” to cases where
officers are tempted by organized crime. Leak-
ing Information: He specifically acknowledged past
and ongoing threats regarding the sale of sensi-
tive police databases—such as the Canadian
Police Information Centre (CPIC)—to criminal net-
works.

“Corruption has no place in policing... but
we must acknowledge that organized crime is
corrosive and constantly looking for a way in.” —
Chief Fady Dagher, February 2026.

Strengthening Oversight and “The Sacred Bond”
To combat these challenges, the SPVM is leaning
into its 2024—2026 Strategic Plan, which focuses
on what Dagher calls the “sacred bond” with the
community. Key measures currently being imple-

mented or debated include:  Body-Worn Cam-
eras: As of late January 2026, Dagher has renewed
his push for body cameras, citing them as a crucial
tool for both transparency and protecting officers
from false allegations. UPAC Surge: Quebec’s anti-
corruption unit (UPAC) reported a 30% surge in re-
ports of wrongdoing in the 2024-2025 fiscal year,
indicating a higher level of public vigilance and inter-
nal whistleblowing. Vulnerability Tracking: The
SPVM has introduced “safeguards” to identify offic-
ers who may be in financial or personal distress,
making them potential targets for recruitment by
criminal organizations.

FBI Seeks Montreal Man Linked to International  Sjjlver Streak for Canada

Drug Trafficking and Witness Threats

The FBI has issued a statement re- pling with similarissues.The FBI continues
garding a Montreal man who is currently to actively pursue leads related to the case,
wanted for his alleged role in assisting an utilizing both domestic and international re-
international drug trafficking organization. sources. Cooperation with various law en-
According to the agency, this individual is forcement agencies is critical as they seek
implicated in efforts to locate a crucial wit- to apprehend the suspect and prevent fur-
ness who later met a tragic fate. The in- ther violence. The organization’s commitment
vestigation highlights ongoing concerns to fighting drug trafficking remains a para-
mount focus, as they strive
to dismantle networks re-
sponsible for such
activities.This situation not
only raises questions about
individual accountability but
also about systemic vulner-
abilities that exist within the
justice system. The
agency’s ongoing efforts il-
lustrate the complex dy-
namics involved in tackling
organized crime and pro-
tecting those willing to tes-
tify against it. Law enforce-
surrounding drug-related violence and the ment agencies are increasingly aware of the
lengths to which organized crime will go need to ensure the safety of witnesses in
to protect their operations. order to facilitate successful prosecutions.

Authorities have not released the man’s As the investigation unfolds, the implications
identity, but they emphasize the serious- of this case may reverberate across borders,
ness of his alleged involvement with the affecting many facets of international coop-
trafficking organization. The FBI's investi- eration on drug enforcement. The FBI's pur-
gation suggests that the witness played suit of the Montreal man exemplifies the
a significant role in the case against the lengths to which authorities are willing to go
group, underscoring the risks faced by in their fight against drug trafficking. Individu-
those who cooperate with law enforce- als apprehended in such operations are of-
ment. This incident sheds light on the ten atthe center of larger criminal investiga-
threats posed to witnesses and the tions, which can have lasting impacts on
broader implications for communities grap- both local and global scales.

on Day 6 in Milan

MILAN — It has been a morning of
“so close” for Team Canada at the 2026
Winter Olympics, as the nation added
two silver medals to its tally while its
star-studded men’s hockey team
made a thunderous entrance.A
Masterclass on Ice: Canada 5,
Czechia 0

The drought of NHL players at the
Olympics ended in spectacular fash-
ion today as
Canada’s men’s
team dismantled
Czechia 5-0.
While much of
the talk centered
on the legendary
duo of Crosby
and McDavid, it
was the young-
est player on the
roster, Macklin
Celebrini, who
opened the scor-
ing with a redi-
rected point
shot.

Jordan Binnington earned the shut-
out, supported by a defensive core
that allowed only 14 shots. The vic-
tory immediately establishes Canada
as the team to beat in Group A.

Heartbreak and Glory on the
Slopes

Canada’s medal count grew by two
on the hills of Livigno, though both
came in the tightest of fashions:

Moguls: Mikaél Kingsbury added
a silver to his legendary trophy case.

In a statistical anomaly, Kingsbury
tied Australian Cooper Woods exactly
at 83.71 points. Under Olympic tie-
breaking rules, the gold was awarded
to Woods due to higher technical turn
scores.

Snowboard Cross: Eliot Grondin
captured his third career Olympic
medal, taking silver in a photo finish
against Austria’'s Alessandro

Haemmerle. Grondin battled through
a sudden snowstorm during the heats
to secure his spot on the podium.
Eyes on the Track
In the Milano Ice Skating Arena,
William Dandjinou lived up to his
“Crystal Globe” reputation.

He coasted through his
1,000m heat and quarterfinal, looking
tactically superior to the field.

He remains Canada’s best
hope for a gold medal later today as
the short-track finals conclude.
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Prime Minister Mark Carney Honors Resilience of
Tumbler Ridge Community After Tragic Shooting

Prime Minister Mark Carney paid trib-
ute to the community of Tumbler Ridge,
B.C., in a heartfelt speech delivered dur-
ing a session of the House of Commons.
His remarks came in the wake of a tragic
mass shooting that claimed the lives of
several individuals on Tuesday. The Prime
Minister acknowledged the profound im-
pact this event has had on the small com-
munity, emphasizing the need for com-
passion and support in the aftermath of
such violence. During his address, Carney
focused on the resilience of the Tumbler
Ridge residents, highlighting how com-
munities often come together in times of
tragedy. He underscored the importance
of standing in solidarity with those af-
fected by the shooting, calling for a col-

lective commitment to healing and recov-
ery. The Prime Minister expressed his con-
dolences to the families and friends of the
victims, recognizing theirimmense grief.

The speech also touched on broader
concerns regarding public safety and the
need for ongoing dialogue about measures
to prevent violence in Canadian commu-
nities. Carney’s comments reflect a
growing awareness of the challenges
posed by such incidents and the respon-
sibilities of government and society. He
emphasized that every effort must be
made to ensure the safety and well-be-
ing of all citizens. In the wake of the trag-
edy, various support services are mobi-
lizing to assist the Tumbler Ridge com-
munity. Local leaders and organizations

are working together to provide resources
for those in need, demonstrating the
power of unity during difficult times.

Prime Minister Carney’s recognition of
these efforts reinforces the significance
of community support in the healing
process.As the nation grapples with the
implications of the shooting, discussions
about policy and preventative strategies
are likely to gain traction. The Prime
Minister’s tribute serves not only as a mo-
ment of remembrance but also as a rally-
ing cry for action and reflection on the
societal factors contributing to such vio-
lence. The coming days will likely see
continued engagement from various sec-
tors as they seek to address the under-
lying issues head-on.

“The Dam is Breaking”: Vancouver Police Join Regional Crackdown on Extortlon Crisis

VANCOUVER, BC — For
months, the surge in violent ex-
tortion was seen as a “Surrey
problem.” That changed this
week as the Vancouver Police
Department (VPD) officially con-
firmed four active investigations
into significant extortion attempts
within city limits. The announce-
ment coincides with a massive
federal and provincial push to dis-
mantle what Premier David Eby
has termed a “slow-motion terror

attack” on the South Asian busi-
ness community.

The “Follow the Money” Strat-
egy

Prime Minister Mark Carney
and Federal Finance Minister
Francois-Philippe Champagne
were in the Lower Mainland to-
day to meet with task force lead-
ers. They unveiled the “Follow the
Money” initiative, which integrates
FINTRAC (Canada’s financial in-
telligence agency) directly into

police operations.

Algorithmic Tracking: Expert
analysts are now using special-
ized algorithms to identify the
“modest but patterned” payments
typical of protection rackets.

Asset Freezing: By listing the
India-based Bishnoi Gang as a
terrorist entity, law enforcement
now has the power to freeze the
domestic assets of those sus-
pected of coordinating these
threats from abroad.

Enforcement Surge and De-
portations

The Canada Border Services
Agency (CBSA) revealed stag-
gering new figures today, signal-
ing that the “intelligence-led” ap-
proach is working.Bridging the
Trust Gap

Despite the arrests, commu-
nity leaders like Paul Dadwal,
chair of the newly formed Com-
munity Advisory Group on Extor-
tion, warn that underreporting re-

mains a hurdle. “The community
has brilliant ideas, but there is still
a gap between the street and the
system,” Dadwal noted.

The VPD is now deploying
Diversity and Community Rela-
tions staff to South Vancouver
business corridors to reassure
owners that reporting threats will
not lead to immigration repercus-
sions for victims, but rather to the
“surgical removal” of the perpe-
trators.
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