GP SINGH Q‘l
Immigration G SINGH

7339 @ fifee At wet e a‘&‘
Licenced Immigration Consultant
Refugee Cases ~ Case Appeal
Family PR (Citizenship
Study Permit Passport
SuperVisa  PRCardrenew oo Singh
VisitorVisa  Hearing Practice —(ype0 Reic-IRB)

45145597525 @ 5146131608 Commissioner of Oath

DESI TIMES WEEKLY

(3 &t enftitii

www.desitimes.ca ..QCNA\

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #528

FRIDAY, 16 JANUARY, 2025

20th Edition of SAWID Business Directory.

2025

- To publish
: your advertisement
y as low as
$100 contact:

singhatthwal@gmail.com
manjeetatthwal@gmail.com
Mobile No. +1 (438) 500-6024
Office number: 514-798-1794
www.sawidcanada.com

d&3T & GAdS ©f niafed faaedt § AHIES &<

el 2 sﬁﬁwmww@waﬂw

291 . yU's H3dt Had JdaT &
Hﬁwgwsﬁz 5 fagns
389 T WIfa AITfE3T T MBTS
gigT, die '3 3w gt fHerets M
335 Hfet &t feeraiat, far fee
we-uie feq fomaat € Ha g aret
W3 TIAST TYHT I I | §ds ©
THECIUI SHEMHIT T8 sHat € 5%
JIBIeaN 439 € g=TEr M3 3T
U3JATIT &7 I1% qde 9T, IS &
HfEnT & S9993T & o ST M
farar fer €t & Wads & 7% HAgSt
3% Uy I € 7gd3 § SAE AI3T

feg mws €€ nifen I
ﬂ?d'délWHc‘ééHdlfQﬂ'deg
w3 9 eFdtsT <9 »dtat
THSIUST S3™HF eIy TmTar
MEfAI A3t 99gT< fIg AH® I

HWoH € fesa g gads € B &
BT w3 foa=dt et mgdt
AMSeT J | A8aHAT & dB33T @F
&IM3'd AHJES ddS Kﬁﬂ?ﬁ"—e’

NN EERVEN

Eﬁawﬁwﬁvﬁmww
St g5t 5, YH 9 Ha e
ISt M3 BT IS € Balt &
MB-TAS | € T35S UA €
"GHd, ed=al 2022 [T gAEH U
NS "3 IHST Hg 95 3 IE J&3T
Y96 € A9 3 =0 f5d39 mHagat
& fea faar T 16e=T & niga™ 3759
of T, raeaTerat W3 Wiafax
Aofegreremer g I, fAr &%

©f fanrat a9 90 Us | feu diges  Aat afoe © o=ge a&d AT mﬁwwzaﬁwmma’r &3 m3 feme §F Tgar viefontt 3 Feai3d W3sT 30 I 3 B3

Hada € IAuSt '3 oHfent f&g Flf&E"f??@T—l"‘dﬁaaﬁzrl

f&3 & Masa q95 <9 Hew a96 ATTesTIE T 185 fe e faar »idt =us € &858 85T ot

TUI IHEJ, T-rfsrazﬁasrm wa?ﬁai%(wi%ra—éefgmwe Ez?rzr frm fE9 W39gmedt Hedr fa dasT mafea AfggsT & I8 a0 Afast @ 99 Hagst iset T

A\

& feirer3a Fastvt €F ST nigwt § AT de

e’lwﬁsmﬁ%m:raé:q-db fefenragl Mot et yaifes

2gte: Mam3 2025 fEg g9 fIe 35 9ot
AT uafie miadtut 3T ag fe St aretmt
A& | I35 & ferioms fegmar emmar arfeean
3 &3 are wiafan mignTg, I&Ss UAe
Hesdl et (39 ugret ous o féeT due

Bet feadd €9 Bagar 24 YSHI AT |
733 & AA* 3° MITITHEIT
fefenragtt €7 3337 €T AF 3 3T HIIS
faar I, ug 93t fadarar <t farest feg
3t &% fagree »ret 71 fortems 3

T8 Ira3t fefemraghnt Thwt Sargar 74
YSWH3 nawtt d€ J9 fe 3t arehnt A,
& for @ e ufgst sarger 32 Ei):Edcacs]
=T 1| §9t mtere ©e fer wet wret 3
ASST uafiet &t farest wer@er 1 fuit
HIaTd & fagr I fa feg aen »maret yew
73 TuUst § I8 996 © K fenmug w35
o fIAT T 1 9% & &, M3 2025 <9
HATFIT 40 YSHI ACST Ui miaatt I
9 faIt aren Ais, A fa gie 3 fasarat

I Qer I fa a3 2023 &9 nigatvt
20,900 3 We & WaHI 2025 &9 fAge 3
4,515 gfg aretot | fararee € grege, a3t
fadarat & €7 M €97 1,000 3 U y=Taa
ygfiet =8 ont fS9 A9 3 <u fesag g
Taa a3t

FEIE mfgaaT S A Ug9 & o
fig fermua Gust & ffd Wy aaa =7 3
TIRTfemT 312023 f&9, miaardut & Bargar
1,550 MfOHE udfie mMawbdT e ugee™m
g3 I 7 Tyt @ Aetfa3t U3et &%

3 wrebd 7E | fue® 7, =gt 3ndl
Wswf&wawham ,000 3
Sy Ayt 39 3m3°rwe'ﬂ31—«e'ﬂ'ra

feritems favmer € nus3T € i '3
afes 9, g ma =t gder 7 fa gast

TBIT A3T| FIH TH, d&3T & IR
W@am??&ﬁyawm
wwwmaw

Gerer f&g grast gI=H >

WWUWWWE@H
HAgS ?mﬁmmmml

TH I<o | Gat=dmett ufgst ot fem @
ygTe HfIEA &9 Iatdt I5 | TTETH
Gra”rea'ﬂ:rz"r & fug® et At &g
nFIdaee M3 Jgee YaaHT &g a3t
og feg & fagret fareree ot fatge oitat
T, fadeT Y a9& wigdaaedt fefemmagt
eﬁw’éﬁuﬁﬂﬂwﬁlg?ﬂeafﬂﬁwﬁﬁw
W3 AR 9<& TaT<diHet ANS 99 AngT=T
3 St aun fET We ga3t fefemmaghnt &
Sftpm T | fH fepd™ ABTgaTaT @7 IfageT d
fa fasarat @t A79 I T It I,
fefenmagtnt 3° g &3 M3 Wrus 37

7H(>Id' MELT & 93 € WTUST &9t 2975

TSt Jeht s, fagt i frmer39 9793

gfeean & e fa Ae fa I&sT mrue

€ Ad3T vT feAf3 3 Ag3 YT d95 &

ite AT FEt 7 |

mmwﬂﬂrirnéa

O rocers fidom
Abdul Rehman

6700 Ch de la cote des nei
214-638-2222, 314-629-0000

ges k-27 H3S2B3




2 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #529

FRIDAY, 16 JANUARY, 2025

»ﬂmwhawsemewafaﬂmewa@wﬁaa,

—

MHItET & g3t & 75 €FT @
srafat & fertaie <t €<
@@?aw@ze*mfmrrm
feg em®T 21 Aa=dt F & T
A= | fen & areadt @AR
Aee fsurgene & muE wiaw
IZTE3 &3t T I fsugaie =
ASC & WUE Wan 338 €3
Ar=ardt féfent faar 7 fa ree
fsurgene @&t ent € smarfaat &
fetare Star €= €3 3a Sar
fagr I 7 »HdtaT sTarfaat & Jo
33995 Ifegg dtm@e Jaadar |
A 3T mudtar feg watat a9t |
g7 BT fg 5 UISTHT mHdtat | o
Bat gt Arfeeret 3Et @0 8§
&9t I&5 | I It € fest &9
WMHITST B BITEDAT AT JIPAT
ST ygEhnt § 8  feg fea
37 geH Hfewr ar fagr T
et feem 398 & U9 &

e aad
-

’

o fegeys IS Fard |
MHdtaT & Ude wre weat 3
At wifoarat 779 a9er T fa
gt §v fema3st »iatat feritarrs
TS MUTS TS HEt War J A
oIl

faar foa Aaarg fen feengr @t =& SoWaTdl, faena W3 g8 ¥R Afag midlat A ASE AT 3= TARRDHTEDAR AF midtet feen &t fen fene fée g93 @t ans §
€ISI3 3 WIH q9aT g€l 7| Bl € forldle, mrust 398 ye <9 Al »eat féer J| W398 & SunTele 2yt AT AaET mydlar € fagt 75 SRt Bt ferfiams
&g fev fons @ agdt § fa <t et € Aae I& | goe &9 gratfa, ugret at du et 31 eﬁwuj%rhwwmaﬂ?r%l@ﬁr
feg urget fortdie Star set feg »iomt AEfus mdlst dRSe wivatar @ =8 feewt gaifa ST At 7 AT ot &9 yfanas »earfansTs,
waret aret & M3 3a-forldie AT €= § IAT ATl 7, fHE srarfeat § da-feridie AT st wdtar i e ud €t araet a9t wimeETElATs, dA®TeH, 95,
St BE T8 St wiuETe digT Grawew'rwueﬁwvaa‘e’r madt e= I ufgst ¥ YTH Jer| St fAde feg ean@er g mmvmr'am?;rzﬁ;ﬁzﬂw
ATHEET T | Afast feg faﬂmz*eﬂwwa’r HEgdT w3 engedt ©f 83 famalal g3 e AT I Ase © @ﬁaﬁﬂwwwﬁmal
feridie Sta w3 3% forldie Star a95 <F gt St AEt 31 T Aaet 71 E5- fertare <tar nifgardt & niadt €t 79 a9 Bt fon fone f¥g g9z er e ot &

fE’G'Eﬂ'MBHEI'

ferieie 5 Adt 9= 3° gwe Ehut ATatt Aetrt M3 €87 T w3 feu fager fenr 7 fa €7 wufarzs eraH i 3 adties

A ST ehit @ deardt os - On fenaat 3 = €t e &b T Ha3t & ATt wE fewadt fan fagurag ware wet ERIERLY

feridte tar ¥3IH T T ufgst widtar @ lee
35-forldre st wre miedt '3 feg S U J9sT

foridie Star@uStar derd 7 s derd|

QT fegwtnt § fegrarer g 7 A< AEUt wifgarst <8 fortdle
nHdtar i raret 39 €3 afaeT S v3 7% T eRzT=dT °f
gger § Aefa do-forldie Star 779 998 3 gfe Hagdt & fast
QT Star dur I 7 @t feawhyt AfET I, 3T €7 fouast agat
& fegrarer d |7 wradt 33 €3 393 mEet faet s AteT I
»StaT mreeT I gs fae fa foridlie <tar bt At w3
Zfam, W3ta® € ritere, famdn, Wast a9 fewn Areardt set
It aH, ASST A7 wfAd g9 99 WHARAPATERHR A7 mivdlat feenm
HHS | @HH JTHSHHA W'F 97939 Hme’reameﬂ?@‘g)-rﬁgm
FZans ot Fanrete €3 fengg 35-foridie <tr

fewars 7 areadt o3t ot &5 f‘E%ﬁHT‘c' e Qoat feemt
I F‘dTha"rzj Adt ST AT I 7
feritdie <tar 2I<®, A9, HS1& ¢ atene
Mﬁﬁ?éﬁ@ﬂh@ﬁmﬂ AT g9 37 famd @ wraat aH Bet
% ATt ST AET T | Agag g MAETE 39 3 wHdtaT wmrgeT
nHdtaT feg raret 39 €3 afaer IU€ 05 1303 &et fauaT 35—
M3 dH FI&T ITg e us | feriare <tar s3ter 9, feg
famrargg wrufewt feg Fet forlains T35 S Fger d 73
fanserg A7 fEusfeg, gnin U397 € HAAE € H3™=d ATdt Jer
frctasfiu ws forldie reefm J1

(USCIS) & waat € & fan »™ 373 gfane Star (dt-g) AF
fewast & Autme s9er 71 gy faaen da-foitdie star (a9t
wamtaaaT, fAe: fa feiy Gargr €5) Be MadlgasT feen g
- e o

e3¢ U 33

s

foar, +feem =a® MU wiftarg &t =93 €5 Ag<t
YTHPHT & MUl 5fgaT8 e HeT JdaT # ATd3 I
MHIIAT BE §F g AT I& M3 MHdTaT AS3T 9t
Ge93T v ARe o9 AaT U5 | fer pet g A Syt
THPTE en fET ufana™s <t s 7 177 9t fe,
AT M3 UfaA3Ts & AUt fEg aret gara gfemr
AT UTaA3™S & 59% HiSt UgHATd &et 2dU €f fHeam
gt 913t | ufaAa™® € @7 HT, A5d% WA Ha1g,
W3 YU's {34 Hg9™H Hale & MHatdT &7 €97 13T
M3 THSIUST 2IU 5& HEIT I 3T |

23U B T 1gTEle IO T A5Is Hala
T AITIT3 J137T | 29U & UTfaR3Ts @9 fa=m
IIE 79 =t IF A3T | UfIA3TST STarfaat '3
T uTget mdtar fe9 gaTat UfaRaTs it et
W37, MfmdE W3 IH et GasTeT fIg fews
uT Aget 7 | UfaAaTst 31 fare 3t fE9 »dtat
ST Bt vigdt fée g5 | osifa, fersHae
513t &1 AAET € JTgAdTdT fadeHd gHS S
T iseT § fa urfanas fen et &9 fammer
g9 IF &It IIIATI SN & v I f&fgmr,
+yrfanzTs fen gat &9 famrer @9 37 sat

gaarr; feg AgresT T fa fen S8 & Adtfuwur
3t A=t 3 feng B®er fésrA=ar = ug
fonrs 8= =&t ofs feo I fa 23U yrms & BY
f&g ufana s & <tar g ratw gat fi<a Jfumm
AT | Suet entorr € g-IHs1St '3 5136 a7 Jue
=% fEq fendna Heta® gaisns & fen gat feg
UfaAa™s € ATHS d< g9 fafanT, ~urfarsts @&t
75 ent fE9 AHs T fagT BEt 2du yRms & afag 39
3 S yfafen™ § michifa mi et 1i3s g9 fear
5 | fRAZTE W e fegard maat f¥g o dt
fSgnmet arovrae & <t fen end 3 feng adt garfenT|
Aot ST S9N, gT7s M3 AUTS T HHS TS 1+
fen 3 ufosT, Fo®Hs & v '3 f&funr At fa ga3
AU § 99 J9 B 91 W3S A9 39 IS | TIBHS
& f&fr, 23793 ff9 Taes =7 nige Ag®e 3
T, AIAIS 19 & BAT3'd FII—MHIdT AETT &
TS J96 9t miust fegrer Ao fegr dicqu &
T gTete TGN f[SY BT e w3 ugu § SHE IE,
feg rigeTt Bet ¥ Herarav e 1aE T | ors i, fowt
&9 fere™ 3 Aeg™=aT U3 YU3 J9T fea st
M3 WSS YfdfamT J=ait |

g3t feferragt €t dfanm 3 9HE 393 & UeT AHGEG fear

2ate : €3 feat Sate wateafet €
AITdEd S UH 33 fed 20 AT g9t ubirest
(Doctoral) fefenraet €t Figt Ha & Ifawr
gq &3t aret § w2 mifaarat few vvs &t
79 I35 € U <9 99 99 95 | d&sME
YSAHICIT ATIUIHG €t falige MEHTa Jistarat
YATB=Tg & Jet At w3 391 UBIH & Fu=9 &
fiza €t ugTe faeia miendt w1 a3t 9

56t femlaeg v #fdaes &
S g UBIA & faseg gufad 4t 3:30
TH TES T 9IS € 9% M3 §FF faames
33 © 439 feu feg munit ferast e mits '3
Ug 9T & gosT et At | 7€ mifaarat €8
gy 3t 857 & Jiwt 5% mndt Ifenr feq
fenat fufen, frm § Va3 dtHhiga s
fa3zr fapum uste & S fa wat forast
ySH g ydee 3 ufost ot fegma feg gaa a

fardm 7t w3 fegars aet gBbvT ATt aat
3T fapT I | Zate f&9 993t THSE & WA
(X) 3 Ure 99 dA=Ts fefenmadt €t guerst
"3+ '3 3U Y T yare=T d13T I M3 faar
J fa IFSe gt ufgeTg € Auga feg I w3
HE&S TG &7% TS Jdd Id i<
AITe3T yers 99 fagr I 1ug I fen 3 gmie
793 € feen 1398 & faur fa Qo assT
<9 gateafet Fum 33 Fistardt ffgHa
e feq g3t fefenmadt € ufaea § 09
A9< AofegT @ fagr J| Hage9 & fea

AAT99d Wa1=diAel € &3 =udt /Y, frg fea
20 A™%T I7I3T FTIIdd JBT BIIE &% AT
frfen /it | a8t ufer & faor fa uiss3,
fAret ugTe faeta viengt @1 391 3, 9seg
Tufga & &3t aret At w3 gmvre fe Eret Het
IS NI T et | faaratmt & fear @t iy
H dI3t I W3 A83T § Aedrat B Mits
31 T, feg 3 ade I¢ fa Hat AT Hal wfgardt
wfggratmt @ ud9< 3 ufos™ Tt A IE A |
w3 faar fa g793t IASe ufded & IA%T

Jeg=Tat Mgt giféar & Aaus a9v JT,
feew 139™® € §%'9 IS0 AA<'® & faar
fa 9733t wifuaTdt a3% @ WTH 8 &
TTHITETYIT BITGE M3 WIZI Ufgeg @t
AUTfe3T Bet AETSa Miaaratt & Audd feg
51 fegwesTfemge3 e g fegdate

AoTfesT yErs ag four 91 §4F »far faor fa
nifgardt A9 A9t Ifos € 5B-5% J9 F9<
fedd FIE Bt ISSME Mfaaa™ 578 s
d IH J9 I I& | Uf@H & wigHg, fena3s &
I CTHB T 412 938 =0 odd 3T fapsT
J | fer giféar €075, feem H3e 8 § Wisies &

feg gruz™s 9 ffq gast B ©
forast €t i3 &% AEU3 ffd [Ud HHS
g9 St Ufewr fapdm | Are® & faor fa
fora3t fiea aasta ararfad At w3 few
HH® &9 fiieat a&sts mifgaratmt
@31 IB9s fsQa e fouaféar @
WMESHTT, M3EE HHS ST e 44 AresT
fena3t anvs I famet #ivaa /it g fea
fesa @t €39 d95 I THME HI T
Jret | 273t {9 J1919 @de & 3Tt
ATTfe3T ¥are 3 gmie @re ufdea &
SygTw feg @dt g9 fgzr=t 7799
3T T& | A5 FPHE AT wifoarat
r ¥3 € graT3t @ fud 39 '3
mHtfedT g9 39 g fa@fa éare @
nifoarat gateafaet dun € 83 gt
W3IBSt T AT AT JY I IS |



3 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #529

FRIDAY, 16 JANUARY, 2025

I3 HS & MaTS S43 '3 Ut €97 ait-ait afeT, AbwH

Sfea® 316 o9 ot ¥, UF

AT © WY W39t 991€3 s
TIT9 & MIAH U3 € AA 39T

Fefug out <t faarfes Qo d®
ugat I=an, €7 79 7§ mrusT

fed Um 3T 98 | 5 Ae<dt & MAH
IUI € ITdAATdT AGETT fapHTst
By fAw IJZara € Wen
HITSd Md™H IHI AAIII =&
Hy W3dt & iy afas wigmmer
3 Ffgg fegaradd fonrs €
w3 feg sfeams S5 & &
979 AURStads € BT IBY
3T At | AbAH W Seee &
FITIdT 11 A MUS =hdrerut
TEHB &% Jfded ATfdT UdS AS
M3 TI9d ATfoy HEr g I
€ WIS IHI AA 393 MEd
TS JTE | WMIATH IHI ©
ITIAITIT AEETT gHBEIU AW
IZITA I UF IS 3 ge iy
W39t FILSI 'S & AA3d3 &

AURCtads & fE37d 1+

“g33 UATY © Y W3dt
Hd 3% | 90T anet € ydut g9
# faarfes »re<t /t, €1 Faot
g9 Ag3 W' wad® 3I¥I ATfoy
f&g v =T wirfew ot | fifw
Afog & <t fagr fa wiAt few <t
A9 gav=iar | 7 feg <t ¥y Ifemm
fa 7 &dfee garfomT A fagr At
fa W wa™® U3 5% Har @
@t 9f® g9 fagr oF 3T 4 AUHE
3T I fa wifaar ag st T 1“fem
3 goe ffw mfog & faor fa
A3 a8 IT3T Uy Ug famnr 3,
H <1 SHS I 3T MArY a9
fé@gr ar=ar | W wruST ¥y um
9 fagr, ffw arfog 7 <t Srs

799 T d HIST™ & HEUS Ji3T |
MTUS AEUS 9976 HY W3 U™
& fagr, +A8T™T WMaA™® I¥I
Arfog & 7 ey J¢ At fa 7
WMTYST AURCIIdS AA 393 feg
UH T o WrysT Uy dut| R
frsfrs &9 0 fawre iy =7
WA HI™S IYI AA 393 few

B=ar 8T fAg Wg J=ar |

AEUS 8975 HY W3dt
FIALI H's & afgz =vfeas
316 = faag <t 3T, Gost
& faaor, +@o SAsC sast I, 7
ffrwrfog § ErfesT g fa Ga
HHAE sawt I, AHAEC fEe T T
It &at, fAE" <1 fifw Arfog afas

ot AT JI=T ATE I, SABT
316 73 7 It AUEStIIE
gtar | fens’ fesrer vy W3t
FARI HTE & Mrust Umt &
FrEte 995 < Har €3 A=y
fegr 1€ust & fagr, +fw Aoy
5T H®TIT3 97 o et fagarafsar
Jet few 979 °Hg u3T &1, W few f
ot gt fagrafsar fasta ads =t
Har St satf aaer It
HPAH WS & 328 UT=a
AUt € A9 J9 Idt fie &
gIHE J13 JIE IF UT=S AUT 979
gafent fagr, +fitw rrfag & Hg
yIT3s AgUt 79 ATedat fe3t
J fa ufg® afimrt f&9 Agy fas
®¢ #e A, W @uat & faor fa
QaaT 3% fAgst <t AreaTat 7
QT A8 &% AYT 99 AA< I5 |
HY W33t s & fem His §79
Aarearat fafent faar, + 7 fAw
H'r&raai%rwﬁﬁaawaama
o AT o7 i Trehi U TS
der3 A Qord s Ater g 37
A A9 f&9 J7 Afedar s
AIeT J |
HY W39 9aI€3 'S & WTUS

SIHA3T Jfemm of | fiw rrfog @R SEtE St Ao g  Aae & | ASUE @975 ofmdT fa was

a_&_\ﬂ . ~_ . ﬂT

o ot fAgst Hort 89 I =6

U3 T AET9 =S Gust g Ay

& fefamer fa§ forar ar faar @

A IHI T HERET & ot faar ?

Wizt & HETs

JIfeni™ Wd™® U3 € AECd fardTat g&aty fiwr

I=ZIH & faam, ¥y 39t s »id wias 343 Arfag mre, §T aret
AT fed 85 | 993 Ade HJ® feu disa g get I 3 QunmmusT dydy o
JE TS | a3 Hfgwmer I 99 S I3 iy 19t & MIUST AUrCads
faar I, imdtaas '3

AT fomT HT=aT | W% U3 faH &% 29 &4t JueT | AEEd & faar,
MY 3t & Higwe i3 fa Bust & mifrar sat §@er gdter /it mae
& foar, sAi & Wﬁmmmw@wauﬁm
s F 3 Qust 3 forar fa wigt 3§ ity firars w3 wigwmer 573 et
T foUSt &It 95T | HEET Wa'® 343 & fea <t ST fa A eng=ea

WY 139t & 3 e AE BT nid ™ 343 € Ad3d3

I5 QosT St Ag a9 |

Ffaz vfewmer &t aut Wiz w3
JIeMTIT ide & Ut fEst I |
AEETd IHCtY AW I3 <8°
Hy W3dt ¢ iy afas wiemmer
ot gyt feg Avs @bt IA<tat
MITH IHI HI3tr €F° <t
Attt 3Pt aretwt Iw |
TS Ifa ¥y W39t gare 3 HTs €t
UHt €3 wia® 3u3z € AgEd
farmst gEety fAw Irzara <8
Arsardt g% AF &9 st atst
et |

fem yEt 3°at g&ar fapur

HY ¥3dt 993 HTs &t AT
Iy Arfog €3 uet § fAy
R‘!Idd'HO('d ’Hg d'HOIIdO( HTJd
fa fefgumAa weasT &8 I5 |
gtetat &% s Fafewt dary
gatzafaet Istarg fev
ITASTIT ATH3T € US AT Ifg
gd grgedns fRw fEs: afde
g5, +fefggrm arerg 7 fa
MATH IUI 37% fdI-ud I
35 @r fora et =t frmrAt
#1337 59T & AfamT M3 wie
gt grg=ret =t AUEe It At
fa Hu i3at Hs & ST ma™®
IYI Wt mryST Uy dysT ot
yLarT | “HETTT & I IJEMTIT
grae € Ut Wy H3at 3 Ay
& feg €t g5or @ €F afam
I3t 7 fa dizwat g7 F3T
Aaret fgmrsgrat €T A=Y
FIEMTIT Made Ug q HE
Ar2arr | fa@ fa feg argenrar
wae fEg are fafumT g fa gg
JIEMTT € ITBT €T I9 UR =T

gaiteT g fesare

nrfge ger 3, Aems ydur €3
gd AT AIE I& far grafva
AHET 979 &1 | Fi& PHa ¥3daTa
aruts fRw fAg »iw <t fen
grg=Ter & framAt west 7
YT I5 | AU fRw afde 95,
+2027 @bt gt 3 yfast iy
V349t fiy Arar €3 Ae™s a9a
Ay @t &T9THaT AI3E e fana
&I B AIE | “dqTH IUI war
fous Ry 7 UR T & AN &
feg Arfeg a9 et Sfmr st T
fa wia™® I €T I9 gaH Qaat
3 yT™s 7 | frommHT mirart st
feg fég ArE g3 ahigt 3 8¢
Aree 75 fa fAy dg &%
STITEaT @2 €3 »AT uT AIEt
T

T e fig HHfemt @
HATSITd 3T. YHI™H AW Ay
H 3Tt H™E ©F MI™s IHI
AE 333 €3 get Ut & ==t
Yusr iae g5 1 @0 afie os,
+feg ufast =g gfewmr g fa
far dg-nifyzurat femast
o UAt M™% IYIT A 333
feg get g | fAyt er féq g3r
few IId HMIA™E IHI ©
FJTIAITIT AT ETT 3 MAITET
St iar fagr J | “AaadTd & <t
fer HH® &% Gamg € 39 J19ta
Hfeut 3 Fat @ fours gear
f&3m | »iF @1 st Harg” sareT 3
fa €< fugt feo® It ANS 3T
g farur fam 3* goe fen WAs &
WTITHET e I 57% Y3H a9
fanm famm

mmmzozéﬁqwmmewm

FaFET fEg mivatar
Wuﬁmwmh—e
5 | emTEte fred 439 95 5299
2025 &9 II=TE AISHS HIH
2026 f&9 WT3IIT IIS5 ITTH
ezt fE9° 62 et & faar
fa €7 fue® s && »Hdtar
WT3dT dd& € AgTEST We T
AISY<E fS9 1000 3 U IBIHS
AT & fIAT foum izt &%
AS 3 &s3Hdt ¥y3m9a 70
et BT A <t 2026 &9 ffa
AT @ U397 Jd& O WAST g7
3T I& 3 30 et f3w AT SU|
UJd 39T J96 <fent &9 fags
8 et & nidtar & Sadta fE3t|
37 St & d&3THEd, 25 et
3 @y, 9 et & Hantd 3 9
StHet & enbr & gfewm

MMt 3 UIIH © ITI&T

f&g 57 et & THSIST 3
Hfgmmamaa HI%, 53 el &
g939 3 YHATHTT, 46 St &
At faar=t 3 44 A<t & yag
3 S¢iedT @9 ©H | §¥ d&saT

| TBTEIC Aed A&7 & afmmT far
2025 f&g »dlaT et a9 gfaar
fug® 7% 5% 30-40 ST We
I& | g9=dt T mHdtaT st
gfaar g% &9 ufe fIar gehdt
75 | fer €8 J'® wr39T Afgg gdt

J 3 BF g, JqEts, duST
mHdtaT 3 Erbo Tgar “Ufsacess
I MG TB g § T IT TS|

e ferfean a3 Ha=
»aged &9 »elar Ae T8
I&IE g=veEt wradbdt &9

FATITI BT HITS fargree mret |
fug® st fe9 Ut feg <t 75
et St & wWHdtaT w39 3
gretaTe 9t 3% It /T 3 72 At
& WHdtaT SiFT yates 3 uddH
13T At feg govs wWuItaT
ITHEIUIT F&BF IV F°
I&3T AN famrerag @t 3
faemar@e 3 aasT§ “s1=f
Aee’ge @ T o8 foutaT 7%
Ffzmr Wfomr ar fagr 71
MTETURA @ HATSTMI Tt
(3T aets §5 & fues ust
f&g fagor mt fa ey 3 »ivdtat
UATAE Y3t a3 3tat e gAT
wee @ faurs aat fey fagri
feg Aafys I&3twst fg
»mHItaT Y3t €8T sHdIE
AT IIET T 3 TTU FTIPAT
T W »Ag & feuy§er g



4 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #529

FRIDAY, 16 JANUARY 2025

MHITAT T USSR € e3-831 9

VS N0

BHTET-I??"W?)'

&t vt o 'g 30 U9 o9y e @ 3 ' fal m

WMHITAT & fH?;anfufEH Frfzra fagr fa gu=g § Mt 98 €de faeyt & distarat f faer
f&g gu=g 3 ffq myatat g gafea =t fs’@zﬁ g97s fea a3t W3 var a3t fa wmretatet
ferisins 85c & 37 AT HgST afst & 2 3 HTat WY ug @qrems'aﬁmlw

3 et Hra &g @R Tt ST &g
f&@3t | mydtar € graeau3t
3583 IV fer wesT g e8¢
€ Jq fE9 U3 a9 W™ 37 T5 |
g+ U™ AETSd AadTat mfuarat
fen &% Afong a9t 951 23y
YATHE @ mfaaratut & gmf=r
g fa wfgsr, fAr €t ueTs 35
foa® s v gt T, fFa fIAa
garrgrat wt | mifoagratmt er
fesa™w ¢ fa €g wfosr
(mrEATeY) € eHT g ISt 5T
IIST ©f afAw a9 gat At, faw
3 g e edC & ~mT3IH-
Iy 9 BT+ IBTEPHT |
yg "fgg M3 Y & wrardt €
3T8-5TE IHT UUd '3 SHAT
fen of® a7 Afons &3t I
HEPHTUTER @ Hwd 9399 € 3 HTHS
& @ofeT 9137 7 fa +feg ffa
g2 & FYIST J I HA3T &7
fer3aH™® g9 @ vHsT AT, fam
g7ds far @ H3 T aret+, &%
It €5t wretHTet €Fet § fagr
fa +a3 wfgg 3° g99 foas
A€ dgH & fagr fq 2I<
neghyTel 719 € a3tH M

fHastrufer fact I & fagr
fa ars fAge +mmuS Irwriebrt
€f @Yyg™® 9 JJt At A< €H
3 BT W9 & AT W9 fE3T
faour | fiatier @ ar=gag feu
THA & <t fen wesT g9 e3I%

HIzTT fatget yamga, Wy feds
JBtaat @vst gt @ 53 Ifemm
98 ggg &9 ot &7 U3
HHE 3T &7 feg mrgret
AHTIg g=rvfemt farmt ©3
YTIHSITI 57T FITGE TT

AIdTg € fommat e fegu ai3T|
TEA & fsurgene me
IHEF fafaQact et ffa Uae '3
y3tfafaur féfeut fafumr,
+fer U™ wits '3 gaAT &7
3 | guT feg gatst ger=ar fa
Asrge gt W3 fomt watst
ger@T ®et yat, fagdy w3
IHAT 7% ATg FA3T AT 1
fryg®s g e wrg fae fa

w3 gHS fed 99 | fvastwyfasr
Aerg-fefa@ s H3TEd,
ygansaamt € fEa MHT 3
g3 gTTET I fEg ¢39%

Jfeaw SBIeH (<9 of oFg mifewr

A~ S A ™ (VAT

WTET B 53-33 Hae BT B ARG ST '3 Une a3 Ire IEt
516w foo diwtarat v us fouret € faor 3, 7 FeTad AN wigHd
FATFIT 10:25 =7 = UfHT | fY-2Y yfRE 5= e Sts16= s
Sfe 77 Aaer T fa ffa feamat (Hg®) Jar € MAgst a9
fatwrufen of fifa foofert It & 33 98 § ISeuE € o7& Bt
& fifw 913 ust aaa Qe §, da1 faur 3 fae v det yeans a9
3J 9 | 33 It aEt Ufen bt Irstu™ € vigeait <t sae gt I
feriaias gve Asd '3 ust a9 a8 MEE U5, e 3 €39 75
w3 Sareteq e gwmawé?mmwzrw
fée g5 | f¥g eFe Soeleg =@ ode € 58 & ffeer 3 IRfa 39
Eﬁzaﬁgmﬁrnasﬁfhwﬁﬁwmﬁa’rﬁewgag
mifeorT 13 e St3167 @ wurg ’3 feg Aure &4t 7 fa €9
nifaarat a1 faw gt ’3 ugT At | fas” It feasmat wing=t »iar =ue
of afag aaet 7, @7 mi° @7 gHe digtit 9T féer 7 | {3 st
e’rmna‘@‘fh@’ramaﬁsmaaaem 'Z ugt fea
AeE &9 378 a4 Atel J | feg diwterdt cdu yrAs IF°
Hatufen f<e fartairs *3 5tgt AT agt It araeet S9vs get
| mvidtet BT fafaQaet nazq famet 884 & faur fa g
Hg®™ ST FgeTeht W3 wWige e+ T BT AS M3 Afdg 9
wTETHTET St grgeTetyt ATaT IfaeaitT | 23U & egE Ans '3 fea
Ure &9 faur fa fi&q mretntet »ene & gafort &% arst It
FIfEHT fardT | +fede™ d9aT yae® J fa €3 faer 7, ud fewas
AU ST 79 fesa 7 | e {9 U399 578 3% Jde 3¢,
»HaTaT IHS T fAfagaet Ad3q faret S8H & fem Avat sans &
& AT AaE 78T faar | ug €T =79-=79 feg enver g9« 99 fa
WTEHTEL 1< & MIH-J o™ fS9 Iist 9% et At w3 313 & mrust
ISt § evet ¥ 1B i + w3 gfemmg+ =7 =afanm|

3 Aregrat st 7 fa feg wame wagsT st Aet 9, fagt
IfesTst Y feg IBene Tyust & €37 (3Eted) § <337 faur
@ fegat @ A9 @ 13t aret T 123U & faar A, —)?I;@?_)Ti'??ﬂ"?
JIgdm & gueg & It Un en &9 a0t grder I ¥ 398

WETHI € TISH & 3 [T, TTeedn &9 faur fer mretHtET hirseTet &7 &F fagr of | €57

At wrettet wifgerat wrag ot AfI9 & 99 Hafena st g faar |
Y3 A& | $agar 50 BT € fen w—@auﬁewa 33 39 I,

S~ =

AHT & AT T EH BT I8 s™d St aretut fdg gesT-Teat
wsare w3 g d9 & fuzdt &% a0 g5’ W3<9 3 HY JEt
T 335 3 e f330-fazad o | few Ifeast st At <9
ArEaT QU-gHeguSt an®T Ifan fHatwrufen 3° fesrer 9o wfaat fan e »ialat wige feg 8=
w3 TR HfeasTfaet Btgg g &9 &t wfad yearst et drsT fAafaGaet fegmar € gonaratt &t
ASdta & St gu=d iy & few g=vet aret 7, fan € 3fos fs@ mg I It afeast fies fea g

oo foan 3g7 St Sar st 7 189F
TeR I gegmE I IgmeE e
JTEeT & fesrmﬁ@aeﬂ?fr@fe—u'
WY ug= b EwTaT 9BTE AT
IJ 3 g Aedt '3 GyTust @

3 °3 fawire Arat a2 | IfaW wigstwaw, i, Hbites w3 wretitet 28 2025 @ W feg Hg woarenT |29y & oige f&9 eg
3 TIU UHTHS © TIAS & faQudd faet ffe sat € feda aﬁs’raﬁfearfaﬂa?ﬂ?;ﬂ?raaﬂﬁ? s '3 faforr, <67 g wre

~FRsTEfE o FITF FEIT
fam & gaw@er, 3t 7 fena3t
WMTYST ANY *F IIAT &7 J9)
37 €T M2 Sqt v yeIns

F95 et ite J |

mretHtet ?

HfdH 3 e It fog TfeaTat
(Fnmretféar - f&q yarg 7% fustmryfen f&e fa@: I a3t aret 7, faner WanAe
fwstrrufar feg €51 a3
U yaAs & fusd® gefamt fewsr so@e A, fAagt usme
95 Hatwufesn fegra fTo o faa® € gan A4t 7 99 1S,
few wesT 3* gve frstrufasr 2,000 70 839% 87 IfesT3 fagt fSonfog € Bu g St mis
2 get [t ST ysans B9 7 J13 I& | gTeTAT @ HHITAT I6 A7 ANTST ITEI9d &'8% AYU3
'3 AUre dEar, M3 @t feg &t arg, fAe J0 <9 W8 Aasa gele® Aighis fs@a & AI3™ g5 | few gelegd &8 2du &5

A5, 85t g CaTurIn”I15®%
ﬁ@wammaaﬁmre’r
SYITH BT AGI IS AC 5 '3
=t 3F B €3t 1 2IY yAHS &
39 mfgat f&9 < »retdtet ede
I+ 75, feg Ag »miHdtar 9 dia-
Fgat ferlains fuse 9o ot fea
EELCEERA kU nrubo

U™ fET ARS HishT 32T 1aTe ©f GasT
T SIS B8F JITHIT T SdT U9 JeT

& AEs Wizt 37T are T yAsTe 3astisT § 3T
WWEWQWW|WHWW
wgauzm(ﬂﬁlﬂ)amﬁmmﬁugm
3 A=y &9 feg mive a3 T | feg yasT= €& e Wfsa
e g7 T 9<% mETITEaNs (EhiAete) T st
5% gfanT I 3 e T8 wr3dhit 3 Frgr 9= | Hetut
& faar fa d&shsT Het nivdlar &9 eus I & foumt
f<T et gEw= st mrfenr 31 I&stis Frarfaat &
MHItaT ST TT4® IS Bt YUHUde fg Star &t 83 &t
Uet, fen wet feo yas= 887 3 »Ag a4t urear 1y 39
3 F JITHAI AR B SII=-BEISS 97939 (I5F Al
T9F T Ude g wiedl) 3 F 1IEif<ar d9d A7 =78
IBFET S Tt 5=t A Highrr At 59t daat u=ait |
10 EHY¥d & YT 60 fest € &fen 3 aien iare &
&S {9 faar fapdT I fg THeIUSt 3583 2ou @ Masa
WBMe gETfemT A fagr 7 | ehirete MusTeldet § fugd

U A& T An® HIshd Areardt €=t u=ait | feg fawy
T 8 fefaedt 3 &rar d=ar | 3 forrs f&9 faar
famir T fa “feg ma eetes g5 &dt, fage a<t ufent
fegsut 3 9997 iy I95 €7 UfgsT geH J | fegrar Barsg
2y faor 7 fa e S W@ =fewt &t Sféar fas a1t
A<, U'H Jddd <7 fHares 3HT f[E9 SHa® ards 3 J¢
»I=Tat INB T gonfe |"8F onS S fea wigars sarfaar
3 € SHE® Ids fAUTThYT 3 JistaTat € X 891 7S,
frm f&9 g €1 i3 T aret At | falget y39d oHsT=g
2021 &9 wearfeA3™s 3 MHdtaT SURT 3 e
FHe®He Yara™y a7t mivdtar mirfenm At | Fishit € fenrs
kaﬁﬁﬁwmﬁaﬁumwwug
wﬁh@ﬁemmmwm fam fe9 »matar
f&g eyw §=, wreE A ufast 3 Hge feert et =u
I Fg 2féar 3 AT & e War aTF F, ¥R 999
A ™ 439 78 439t 77 Snt 3 mWeT rfemt a1 |

ghinete Star-g %5t ¢ W9 Yoy &9 e ent €
STarfaat Bet I, 7 mHdtar @9 90 fest IF Ifg Aae

J5 | I3 SET-< w9t et fE9 FHs &4t few wet
I&FhsT § EhAetE €t 83 a4t Uet 185 aorfrar 3
W™ 39 J UTHUJC AT SIAA I8 &% TY&T H® AT
J | feg yasT= »ndtar fee pafvnr fos=t § =oe
WTIdPdT €1 U I U ATY 3 H9 3T T | UT A& SHSET
et g939 3 I=rfe3t fau Avdt afasar | g939 aarfiar
TB A&SHET et feg y9d I93 BT T, UTH 9 AT
3 TfidIes feo™® MoHd MT=TaEt 96 &M BET |
UJd ST T8 WTIGhdT FET ST 9 3T 2T AdE T
75 | feg yrgr= miv eele® 50t T 3 60 fest fSg aien
HdT A7 39 I& | AtEhut & AUHe 13T 7 fa feo sew=
3 wer@T &t Ifaw g5 | ug TEST-MHTtaT §79597 3
WM™ WTIIAT BE I%T3 ufost =iar gfosar | feo
WEETIH MudtaT f&9 feert araatmt et Afg § Aus
FIS BT JTSIT § TIATEET T, UT 3FH atET
A53T S g st |




5 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #529

FRIDAY, 16 JANUARY, 2025

J&3T € FIRIBT HAH M3 RHf=T

#ud : ity few e
AUSH: 98726-27136

gder J| feemt I A&3T I I AT &
9IS UISTHT B ferw 39 '3 fefenmmagt
TJIT AT feH €7 € HU 3795, M <7,
™%t g aHTE, HfosT =99 W9, 979 UTH
T I3 M3 IET M3 AIeHT @ fest g
o5 @ fa=HIwT @ AdlaT €3 Ue Jov U=
M3 g8 5B 43T BA<TS HS, ISt mid
THTT T A U5 I QT e aasT ST
d A< € gufert & 49 Sar e I51 BT
o7 fe® 996 BaT Uer J fa o A9 <9
g3 o 33T € a3t €3 ui9 A, ud
3T A9 fea @ 7 fa 33T fe9 =ne &7
o faeait < Ir<te = feo fifa Ty 31
53T 3% UeH ont feg” g 71 &g <t
Ho¥€ §3 979 Wanq feg afewr aer 3 fa
feg aet e &9t 71 feg 33 Je 3 fammer
T3 T9SIBT et I ISS TS AIT I3
g9 AT T4t ITHS Jd& &et fen & e mfaar
THAIC I EHAN 99 Ae &€ I7l fem &
fea wfag msfites € Agw 33 € Haltfan™
IS W3S IUHNTE -13 396t 3 58
gfder 31 fev vfag ygs 39 '3 yag M3
fonsa Aget BEt AfenrT AT I B @
T3 Hatfemt € »iA3E 133 fos »iAss 339
Aehited gag U<t 31 I3 o<t d=buT
TIGIB T geTet BT I5|

faGfaa afag € 129 fadries €37 Sue
f&g nfag don set '3 AETST WASE
IUNTE - 14 f3ardt 3 88 Ifder I w3 259
Aehited g9 U<t J1 o8 yaa ot =T
HAH I ddd HAH f[S9 I S Aae d3 g
fosa Ig<tst It 7, fon set femgag
fonraa raet Uet 91 fagfea rfgg e Fge
33 g »iA3S ITUHTS -15 .4 f3ardt afger

J1 A9 3 U 99 U =8 Hfaat g ffa |
fen mfag T WiA3E 303 .4 Aidhilted sae Uet

J| g9%1s fest feg fen ufog feg aaates |

f3@ua wafomT aeT I, fAar T eatT 99
I B HMEE TS|
Hea® afag € 156 fadies yag f<g

Afe3 AfId Hogda ‘T WA3S IUHTS -15.4 £

fsarat 3 Jot Ifger J1 feg e IS YA
Jer J| fog &9 A 39 9% T8 AdC HAH
g 286.5 Ached gag U<t J1 §eatE &
ASEdt ‘T Ade 33 <9 »iAzgs IuHs -
15.5 f3adt 3 It Ifder T W3 236 .4
Aehited gz UEt 31 yag ‘v et <5t
S1&T, WTddfed ISTeT @ IBS A& ASTAT
TTHAY §J dET JeT J| ASYdT 9 A3
136 fes sag UET J1

AAGYSTS Hidd €7 HIE 43 'O WiA3S IUNTS
-16.5 f3ardt 3 We afder J1 A s € 124
few feg 998 &% wfamr afder 31 1893
fe9 Age 33 feg fem e 3uTs - 50 f3arat
fagr "t

1,21,621 € gt @5 Hfgd §F 3=
(§TdtE) AEsEt & 1000 fadrites @37 yag
g §ug & Afaz J1 Hee I3 M3 99<1s fest
g fer e viAzs IUNTE - 18 336t 3 858
Ifder 31 JaitaT (ARa9=T®) & 258 fa@ited
Ty g Afg3 I ARG9<TS €f T HTTST &
fen nfgg € fsemtt S mae da e fest g
ITat gI=HTIT, IF Ile=ht SEhT geT=T
9%<c 7% foo fes sg3 vy § & Ira9s
U'd U5 AoE 33 '9 8 € ITuHTs nings-
182 f39rat €@ 68 afder J1 g9 fest g fen
T ITYNTE - 30 f3ardt <t 9% ATET I
faQfaa wfgg € 211 faHtes €39 f<w
Afg3 AES o Aae 33 {9 »A3s 3UHNs
-18.3 f3arat afger I &g »A3s 321.7
Achited sag uet JI fegdasT e Ag 3
U g3 UT 7% g7 Afdd J1 Hategr er
Afad fesiar a&3T @ A9 3 3T Afdd J1
festlar @ Aae 3 ‘9 WHA3SE IUHS -

—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment
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More services soon
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wMIHAT B TfEHT § wAETer
foorfem yers aist Ar gt 7, 7
SIHUMT & Hidar U faor 31 BT
@ gfaer T fa sfou st yzar
Jufegrd fa@fa @5t & s9d fa
wadt en® 3 ufowt ot Gv fslae
g9 fd3 A= | AdAd & AT

H&Ea vigrtt &1 fare 3t fee <5t
3t Ft3t T | METH HITET
55,000 3 U MIAHT a379 fET
I& Ud 2025 f&9 fAgg 1,100 3
2026-2027 f&9 1,000-1,000
H&EEd J&aitaT |

fertetrs wfget & few Afast ‘3
f&3T yare st T | mmafaa wrfaat
WMEATF “UPHTg YaraHt § JaATT
T &% Wafad feamm geT I, ug

HISTIE! fAHH & BHPHE™@ Jds &

5% dB3T ST HRUIT T e feu §
FIATE ugger 7 1I”feR 3T,
a3 3tms fertalws srfeaq
WMAATERS & SUT HTBT Hee W3
fryset S NI ST I IAdS 9 &
2026-2027 &Et forfiams S<sa
3 JTuwe BT T AT S AT -
3,80,000 f&9 2026 M3 3,65,000
f&9 2027 - 3t 7 fAder & Afag
3T AT A | fen 7% wraat
Y=t § =t wetfew AT,
fas: fa &2 »3IgTHedt
fefemrmaghut w3 Sgadr st ar
3,85,000 292026 |fer ATg fea™m
& <ye 38, Ja3T €t forigms a1t
&g foq st 7= i faor 31 &

UTH mafaq B9t § TUGT BTt
g & 3w ataT A faor 9, Aefa
meaﬂﬁm@?ﬂwx
ﬁw@zm’rm'aﬁuzr&‘rfev
We’ra—:{almm're’rmw
at & As 9 fa g IRCC &t
wfgarag Fararete ‘3 fawfia 39
‘T TYT M3 Ifaneas ferlams
BT &8 A%T B | feg gesm
&7 frge foricien et sxfa aasT
T AT M3 Wafga3T e =
HI3=YTds 75 | fer & =04 arfaaret
&% Sute | fefggma yiar f<e,
I&3T S oHnT ferilams & feam e
fers =0 S I 1 1960fenT feT
ynfEeH fAfeH St g3 38 &
A 3T, A S TSP II I IET S
WMIIMI A3T I | Ud dfes-19
HoHTat 3 e, ferilams f<e
M3 ugfesa Adafefma ‘T vgmd
ufenT | fer et 2025 U g
we@TT iy Jeai3d ensT T |
wrafga ferdwat mignTg, feo
W™ MRS &g mmaret ff9 0 2%
ot fargree femaar, 7 2027 &9
0.8% fea™ &% SUR T AT=ar |
Hae et Yfafenr g <t fefsoma
§I&TAT I5 | 2018 f&9 SIBTar
1,00,000 3 ufe At, yg g= fea f3s
e 2ud Ifer S wege Bet Agag
5 &< 3feCrt Ueans fa<tne Hagt
3 fsgaz ats™ § w3 =16
Faediar & TuTfenmT J |ug g3t
wa S 9w, fae fa g wf3a Wiz
FEat sHfeedit € aHt | §93
WMIFT @ =78 §2T918 (40%)
3 faQda (30%) f[eg afo a9 7w,
fHE Awed fAmeH 683 I 173
f&g, 3537 € foriains fegar g
feg dyer 7 fa €7 feg feam
aa3T & feg ngfes forldans
S TE & AT g5 ? fHE
wrafaa fea™m W3 HaYIT=Tat
B3t € HI3=yes I5 | 3fey
f&g, =ug fsdateseans W3
mmmwm
9 HAg3 I AT |

THI Ot @Uc € gmE &t 2025
feg dAlete a3 et aH3T '

2gte: 2025 fEg ieg aie
ggtT fEg asHls T 39 3
feg g 3TYTE A™S T ATOHST
FI&T fumT, atvaT f&g fargree
wret faQfa s=t AuzTet
ydteerat € Har § ugTset aat |
féa &=t Traedt fauge
ganTg et g fa yiet fage 2ate
IT AfHI SIt A, A&7 IT &€
yrHy mfgst gramat f&g s
375 feyret € 39 mE fa@fa
fagrfest Tarmr w3 wrafax
mfsrfazaaT yateerat '3 g
AT IIDTaR & 3T @ 2025
& IE AFHTETHH falige €
MEATT, Atete fEg WAz a3
a3z fen Ams 5.1 y3tes faar
IreT | ST FATFTT £691,300
I fFar arett, 7 fa 2024 &9
FITIAr 728,350 3 We AS | TF

f&9 18,139 J aret, 7 fa &=-
g fdTiloystma et it 3
TIA et 3| femrug et @
gTEHE, JET Atete witw-
et & fegat arstfedt fEs
HI3ITYIS TTUT TIA 13T
fgs® urg doq Hsa Astaga
w3 AT A'sfag fIsstmsw
TIar y39t T fegat &9 33
y3tez 3° U e Frgr gfemr|
gTEIAC HEJT IB2E YT,
? EteHta @ne s fenféares
fret A'eg @ne faams Ay,
W3 5 fsa 599t ARSI 9
g33t f&e =T vy st =ror
Ifewr, fag 3* usT I%er 7 fa
g2 €9 fegrwar gretgrfont
f&9 viar soatst gt 7 | fauge
fSg §%e I8, IR AEsT <
yuts 5 dfex & faor fa

ot feadt f&g =t 38t &%
fargree wiret, 7 fa fugs s
20,590 gfset 3° ufe & 2025

famrergg graTat fE9 I35 HS
fryg duat 3* ar=t fu's g arg
518387 3 & gtz3T fa f&3t

Fg '3 famrg ufost =g
ydtesTd AF HE oy ygieed
2026 € gg <9 Ha™ 89 Aae
g%, fa@fa =Ag Yt @ Ays
I 3 ufgst i3t ufe afgatmt
5 | dfeq & gy fagT fq fea
yateerat ff 3 grarg otmt
Afagtt garaT gese 3° ufasT
BIAII & HITE Ifg Aaet T
fadge & I% It vet feg
WareTs yTE T TTH et araat
% fegrar gtar, fan feg
CUSMA MIaASHS I&I™3 &
W em® miferfazgr, efae
&% AEU3 WMTdfex €9vd, Ut
fae-nfas bt sTara3™, HaarA
sStataas M3 s3It gTHTT ©F
»Afga3a™ ATHS I | REMAX &
vte 7 fa feg g3 2026
€ Wy I ATIt IfgsartmT
guifa, fas fa fuss € Arst

nfastut Afgg ¢ gotmt I3,
fatge gsm féet g fa ga79
2027 3 =037 A3fag Afaghyt
% =U Aaer 7| fesaurs 3°
ufgst @ a3 &t feaat =t 2021
W3 2022 &9 €y are €9 yug
3 ITET We I, A We
fem g3t M3 Hag3 7 ifaame
ot ¥ar & fa=mat e arstfeat
3 TurfemT| BIFI I9 YHY
F&Fhs §F Hradte & 2025
f&9 a0 a3t &1 fauge 13T,
frge aleg Aies gatmr,
IBIeTH M3 IBIET fFEg st
feadt f&g =rgr gfemrT | 2aTe,
T5ITT M3 TIAT BT &
IFtvat 9 A9 3° 37 fararee
Tz IS Ji3T, A7 fadza fEst
g I, €9 faaurs sraraT,
HAgdt & wre, 3 3 dF
AUBTET M3 ydteerd armt

3 Ty TAIwT IBT-IBT ATy
T IJItT I5 w3 wrafga

"Ag93t fegara U aat aNs g
TIAgE |
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6fes T mom T Hefes 3 feedde & rows

793 It &4t, fammezg e feg far =t
WIS TEGH € Ad'H (€9 ASd 9d6 78
grzatT & €3 3 oia ufosr feg
fsgew g=Tet faer 7,'us Hefes &5
3 U3 e® fedaefaa Quager § faur
9 o eBEIC HF ‘T A" Afew »e a9
B51‘frme39 9 exete mie g €f fem
WS T UseT ade 96 fagfa Wi graaT
3 fa @37= €975 Ag Hafes &5 §e duer
grater g fa@fa fen e faarss Ao @
E<dms GuadeT ‘g gaTee UeT 9d ATeT
J1 few res ‘3 feg 3 999 fer wet <t
#gdt 7 aret 9 fa@fa A<t ot E8ta™
amsea’rnmﬁz’rwfss’w (Treh) B/
W3 7 F T & Bws = T2t wrIdhor
3 Auar feg feead e w3 Hafew &
AT yes d96 ©f fermas € Aaet J1
et mifgaratd™ mgHTe AT Herfes w3
feeade aHgatans =~ & Hagdat €
fe3t 31 g= feo €37 quaty ‘3 faggg
g fa €7 »rug wrzdtm § fagahar
AET=T @3T gIemT I8 ¥

F<Hd 2009 ‘T 8T SITH HiAa ™ ReT=eT
a= T8t ufast €37 Ut g aret At
fen 3° goie g5bT 99 feg famer3a
JUSHAT ferE 3T ‘T WU AT SHPAT
S3er E97s wrIatT § TEr-grEr e
Ag®3T € IO I8 Ud HETes 35 T8d
ST B3 & v 39T UAst e gufew
e AT T 31

2013 3 mydtar few fer <t feraa T
ug €8 we It €37 quasTHT & mrus i
@3t d9s fen <t feaag fe'st T
Hefes &5 yuzgarar €f A9 3 farmer
fare3t =8 s w3 9793 fen €t feaas
o set fammg 37 g5 U9 feg e faz
A9 foT et ¥39™ 7 ANTfAa feas e
95 3T B IS AT ?

fea muatat utfese W3 ‘grafue
TS A &7 &t fagte & Jua Ufeq

L L | .
afve afde g5 fa Hafexs g5 W3
fedaefaa Quader & Afe g »e JaaT
fAde reUTaT € 3T ‘T MuTTewT AT
T fEWH T MIgT JUT % 7IH ‘T
Y IHd JUT © HIE® 85 &7 WHAd &dt
J2Ir| A9TH JEed g€ g6 M3 €T
feg &9 BT M3 A QuadeT
3T ATt T
gerfa Ufea feu fagr=at agq fee o5
for fem ot & <t wo'g= 3 5 fai diae
3 g w3 fa=’ =afamm Arer 31 s
=H feg yareT Byt grataaq QAT
Uer g9 Aaer J1 #fag feg Ag= <t
Je37d feg mMuTsd aHt WMTEE AT edard
ot Afgat fev feg 37 I3 =% I5
TTIU B AFET I

T 3 € Jigte weaT=T & EF HeTfes
g5 & fegr arer 71 ufast wes™ Ay
2000 feg AfecHd® s € MeasfemT
JTHEMT UBS A 7, Ae fan smarfed
ZITATHAES € I8 AdTH & MreuTfese
g3 feg U farar AT 4T weaT 2003
feg fs@at®8's € gretne v9v few

Afg-wr3ati™ & yATsT &9t ug 200 3°
300 AT fogms 85 ‘T TI-TT 5TF

SHPAT-BHPH™ ITHT I96 B af 3T &HT
3= feg AEI dd 97 T BT T IT AT 3T
&% B HISdT, &7 MTI™H JJ ASEaT M3
&7 It g9 ug Aa<dl feg o3 BiF
AStHT 2 &7 Fgalt § AT=alt, fag Arst

Iferm w3g uBs gu J1 ITaTfa fegr
g=er wesTer § »uTTe 2 faar AT Ager
I M3 €37 &9 Hafew 5 Afeg e
35 © fsaen fue famer3e ‘gen o7&

f& 73T € @BwWeT J95 =& drg-Tgat
et yeHe @ 31 {937 e feur gfewr
gfger g

faQfa mHTae €37 & ATS yaTE aHfam™

AUt I8 TR A9 J9T 71 gFd
feg aH F95 Tfem™ Bt TgeTs J=ar
fa €T WU H W3 T€e39 € AU feg
Ffg=zar ug Ay fag vy =t gIrgqg
HT'3TYTS J1 AE 3 W34t I3 Har
g nefes 3 I HEeT T, I ESET T

A fesyr @yer 7, 88 3a 3T G @

I wrarat feer o3t 7, mifad feg Aow
T J9 a5 feg A®st w3 32 &= It It
3% 2 AfT-Tr3dT BET UATST HY O A=t
FE AT AIE! 7, fAE 9% w39 996 <t B
&5 gd< 3 Jad ddv I8, 37 fa §qr € Afg-
w349t UHTS T IS
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s e T o,

fen™a g ' At 3T yert 3T are’ !

FIST € 3% F9Ie 3T UATH BT MTUS
IHIETd Ufgare w3 Uart/edfent g
Jerfedt I3t €t us '3 JII3T S9¢ IF
YHT H&™9E I8 | A" €T ATaT M3 HaT &t
3ct, fast & 9I7e% W3 IAI A3~
Harest, fa@stnt, Ha He Ad ure-ule
€ HalaT &et fied Aedar <94 f3@ara der
J &It e wigr w3 Yt w3 oA, €9
Aan3g w3 99 <t €9 7us - f3@a9 <
o™ gr mrdE w3 ferer goe &= e
feq 993 TubT f3@ama I BT

A € &8 &% - g Jefe3t aufant
M3 YISt €@ §F Wrgfea qUF w3
USSTs < IS LT AHS T I8 I5 |
g9 f38um =far gna few f3Bv9 & =t
UAT MdgaT @ UY St ufead HiemT arer
J Ug yHaT fen f38u9 & afeniers ==
TUF HI3T TA® T | fen fes ohat
fonett § o5 ggs St A3 S T 168T
Y™ J9d §T W fisT § U39 &t &3 fust
J= Ug »fd AT 9€% 99T 7, sIait &
<t 99799 €T e Af3aTd &< &Tt 593
wat feg I e BT < uTEt ATet
J | fen fes few tos & v78 U5 g Ater
J M3 YEbHT HaTfemT Aiebdt 95 |
dfert @75 B3t € fefaom =9 I%
e ITEHT It T ITTST ATOHS e
J I1€8T ISt vid9d € ITHGAT® 9976 fed
g9t A, 7 fa vie ST e" T B
ot Fat fdg &3 feer At 1Gr fema &
J9ty & €w <t fon efonr-fest € arfes

T8 98 dfemT-a75 & Bet fea 8U Hdd
ot It 7t | ISP T 3% 39 fapuT 3 Ity
FOHE & €8 € BY-BY §Id 137 | Hfemr
qrer I fg @8 3 #ust e f3@ua var@e
= faera U faprm |

ug »ig @ ar &9 gg3 fust feg feg
f3@umg =t fae mBU Tt 7 faor T, fa@fa
YT g9s fUsT € fis yst 7 §9 75,
BT FSPAT T Tt 95, IS 969 I
gt 5dt %< 3 &7 It J€F Jg39 yHT 3
firg e AER & & AieTJ |

9 39T w9 yrst fumT T, fisT @ iz
g8t 7 9d 95, fAn =79 Amet A9ds €@
Hueq H Ifded fAw =&t Arfag &
WMTUST 2dTe @dt 897a 93 I = J&
JfafaorAtd dag g 597€ |

feg ot €7 oot 9U3 YAt 3 oHI3T TH
33 99 Ud=THT I¥ IE&3T, mHdtar feg
d9% Y9 J I3 I&, aH geT &7 HeE
FTIS FIfAMT T g7 &T AJITIE JIE
YEgHMT 9 99 & 3 §aaT ehdt st
=fyr gft AT 3ot I, 7 ffat gat
Saers fifg afg I8 o5 €o sfA it &yt
B I& | 99 fan &7 guaT yar der sag
o fggr §er 3 3T QST & IAST ST
2JU SIfIPd™ & ATTHT € AdTH 99 I MTUS
SR I g9 J9 e |

feg st gg fewd fer 397 € g& fAg wiA
&t 893t €@ e Bare A€ I8, HF -
ISt 593 IS &% FIST HalE A

s feraa I 8o 8T @r ermmegd-Af3aa |

3 B7 & fumrg St g9e A& | i =g &1
3% T fa §n 3 o' s34t 3 migrerarat

F g ssat s gsfonr 3 nssat & =

WrUSt uoH ©f 0t g four | 7 €T
gt & &3aT e forrg Ji3T 3T GFs _

foumo &9 308 € 39 3 Hag uT fasti

A &9 gFedt-Hedt fea gty grone
bt HathdT IEbdT Uh™ A, U Jratst |

F9s femmg fE9 €3t I gut AT 1gaH &
It IS T UITBIA farT ITER &
fegt & #dt o< St u9 vet I fen &t fgea
g & U aret | fen set €08 gt e

a5 fonmg 595 Bet F91% fE9 98 &%

AUdS 3T w3 &8 & fomma &t fansTat

8 et W3 gye e Hreydt € et fE9,+ |

+g it @ Adfo™ & Tran 3 Iafemt
fagr fa €T a7z i ot forgs W@ =ar|
firz 3 g7o9 Aa® feg foragg@= =
ygy 3T faput| Iuat et sIShet
fed et I o #aT ITHT IET 1 €8 & M-
s @ fist 3 o fedsr a7 fis
f&9 fAgst @ w9 &< feng J€ A AT
fAgst € o5 AaH A6 €8T & <t Hee-
¥edt @ fodmg '3 viius 8 J9 57 g9
JE-Hag I v Mg e gu ffg e feam|

TS|

feg 3 - §FPAT W™ I 7S TS
fast gat€& gat- f3=xt W3t 73t
fast €7 wa 77, fAg g e fenry,
T AT A/, I3 < fsw A/t

IF ThodT IZbuT AT FaT=T AZhdT AT
fegast 893t Nare =8 2fent § Ae Jet
U 93 d BI3T ur €F 3T feg Qust
Zfant &t yit J'y few 39 mEer @ gy
TdE I BT T -

I gfgum BT &, mirfemT wa »Htat e
Ja=Tg e At 3T feg afg fée rs:

8 T UISHT

A ufant § garer ursT

ATST 33T WaT feg,

33 9i9 =51, Arg ofdr Are €t aast
A3 U3t 35 AETET

WA faad & Tt nrehyt
m%ﬁ#frais-mﬁ%s?%s’réal

319 far w3 far =av g9d FI=T ot
Har3 ufe & AT feg &7 71 T A< 3T
fed AT 9€ ¥F I3tT Haa g fes
<t afag €ae g5

g get gar, fegwa gy |

Afee feg @ g€ »ig 3° 35 AT&T
ufgst Ay feg afdfert 7 St mus
o3t 39T &% FI3T ¥are IE & et
T HfaouT /Y | 59 feg /9 3fsT Ha AT,
H&IHE M3 ITH fadds &t It et Ia |

fen @ a® It BI3t Aeett @ WI &
TIAT T 7 M3 gerfest 39’3 fea gant
TS €T 706 HaTe T orgT fiig @ret a7
f3@uma <t T | fer Bt prret UaeTs 9%,
dia 3 IF, g €7 AAT, U8 M3 HaresT |
forrat Bet Bu3t 9g3 HI3< JueT J; feg
<t, feg wfadt wat fE9 e3T w3 ufaeTg
5% IBII 995 € Hd =@+ 9999 §30g
S8 HeTfemT JieT J |

Ae f3@grat &t ars W<t I, 3T WA
WU WU & UH J96 Bet qufgnt w3
QuageT g9 fa<e 3i® &4t &9 Aae ? feg
UJUTTIIS AHG SBATdT @ oH 7% ABITd
I M3 AAT=Ct BdT &% 9378 e gUe
€ 293 § y=afnz e I I ML w3
Jaits gwadt ot @ f3Q99 & sef=
e@ﬁmmemwwﬁalmﬁ
TTHET ATt /ABETIT He/eud H
BT A & y=aiHg a9< I # fen fea
ufgse At 308 =8 =t {3 7e 95 |
BIZT YATTBT M3 =T HIATS €T AHS
J Ifeg €% W3 Alehyt €t 3% '3 Bt
IS +Hed yedtwm+ & U5 '3 &9,
@sﬂn{rew@a‘wmﬂweﬂﬁ@w
5% g3 9% fe&g ad7d arge @ Ant
9518 18 A9 e & WmE e =vst a3t
3 #Al=s § 9IHaed geEre g &=t
HgT3, Aies o f6q a=f 999 M3 &=t
YHT €7 A& Ho® 3 wWtuye ferngd Ig
AfgnaTg § feg I mge adle |
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g3t

few =79 7y f[dg 7" o3 M
A& 3T BT & AITE3T <78 IHS
9 &3t At | ATH A<t ARET=T &
#at vee it fa o3 uiest &
™S AT HAfas T fapdm /it |
feg AET A <t yet, 3%, g4
W3 gddedt € gufeg At I 1ug
THd U™H g9 AfAd S BT 5 A
wifagbdt yAtg3T AN erfeer
IHEE BET HIdOH I AT I5 1T
HS ufast amite € yfiu fare =
AgTSs ufgsary € sHEeld
ITTEMT & IHBT I & 26 HTHH
ABTEtMT €7 38 o9 fE3r
At pifAd Ha et faer mite @8
B fyzat € ufgerat w3 waHbat
@t vee BTt ofat e 3 €5t
TTHI eIt Barg, faorfem W3
Fgedt fesm eT ygu atsT I ug
¥ gaHl9 3 Ueq fes a7 fen
W3 8 & erfeer Qe @ T
HIH TWT &Jt AT 13T Ifew It
M3 B AT T e grant
engsTEleT & feuret /Y | 7e feg
wI=rat BT IfemT IT @A ST AN S8 A9T €7 J9aT © Jfad
7t ITIHT I o JE BFASET 575 oF faur F A B s At
F9& 7Y M3 HT 5919 ITHedT 77 BB B UlS3T € Hew J9s &t

JIHT A& | Ha& faa™d Ug MU
firfent & g9 8T yr3g T 9
Jer Iz e & fFIma A |

HTIar §< J faprT /T 139 98 AB™ST A HdtaT € festH &t §d«
A%t 3 A% IMid 3 A MTUS  Agdt MTaHIAS M3 IS THI=Ha
WT YJIST ITJE A | ENdBTEIET T<Tel ©f B TaaTdt s fe9d¥
3 fem Ha &7 gayg evfeer J€ s | f€q uH 37 aet uafHa
Gorfonr 3 faame engreT JA =A™ HE™S M AHTH Bt ARETST 2%
€3 | Atsae 3 fammer edfeq »raHiAs € &3t a9 Bare A
=% nfvet fr fout, dwdar w3 St yggt T 3T A 3 AT
Hget »itfe @I 37 5000 JUT U™H W& ©H TATT ©f aIHI 78T
Tt feae 50000 gUT IF 2Tt wraAtAS €T A 3T fea 3y
et | Ao fen 9T% €7 mygTdT M3 JUe W3 f3s 979 ga9 S a3
AH® ST ‘3 38T fumm 3T dedt @7&T IS HIE YT €T 2tar U3t
JITETH W3t 3 EnasTElsT § TTRT IHTd I =9 Tt

Ud ITBTIATIT II& ST @EMT
et fesnrat 775 € g€t I3
&3t T, feg fAge MrysT yaTeT
YT TS|

Sr &8 y=At
HAagat & g .ut. - fega & &
e ST waat faat uafie
3 I8 IItT AT T TA T
JeTe y= AT UE fa93 adns |
AUTIS &% gareT faarsr
fagrfemr & & <t y=abat 3
gnt &9 yafamut =far g &

m3 feanra aul fagxi

S dd d HETeT IHTTomT /Y 1 373
I3 43 USt w3 J9 Agat 83
y3t &t <93 T BT THgwt E
Je et T g fE3 AE |

1993 f&9 ufew s, Haga W3
et 99 fafs womt fE9 uiare s<t
& T3 a6 3gTat HaT &3t At
i On @8 fedq gre <9
MA Mg . sar gfew it ffa
UTH AHTH A<t WS3T Set vee sq
3J H& Ud €HJ UTH JET gdaeTar
S Ygs IAgMT 8 degS Ja fed
3 A9 3 AgIt A IIUTH § 3T
ga7g 9 arfey ot a9 &3 At |
A Bt fg ITaTaTd Hat 3+ mAT
wWfAd T A 197ETT ‘T HIed
TIF NI IT AT THI fFSo gug
wrfemr 7t mfad St et
FIfa™ A7 =% mye fearat
fargs ot (fofrs =®g9) Huas
A goy fL9 feme dfenm At 167
AN gHTaT Bat @ wfAd fargg Aa
gy feg ey gens A A € fug
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The new 'high command' = BJP's jodi number one

No two words have been as over-
used (rather misused) in the political
lexicon quite like "high command".
Conceptually, the idea of a 'high com-
mand' is repugnant to a parliamentary
multi-party democracy, reflecting the
ascent of the "elected autocrat". Tra-
ditionally, this word is associated with
the Congress and the Nehru-Gandhi
family, with Indira Gandhi being widely
seen as the original party 'high com-
mand'. But in a twist in the tale, the
contemporary high command has
shifted location from Congress to BJP,
from 10 Janpath to 7 Lok Kalyan Marg
and 6A Krishna Menon Marg, the resi-
dences of now India's political jodi
number one - Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah.

Consider this. Only this week, the
BJP chose a national working presi-
dentin 45-year-old Nitin Nabin. No one
outside Bihar had paid much attention
to the four-time MLA and state minis-
ter who is now being described as the
BJP's "rising star".

THE NITIN NABIN SURPRISE

No political commentary, while
speculating endlessly on 'kaun banega
BJP adhyaksha', had even remotely
mentioned Nabin's name. Suddenly,
Nabin's name is announced as work-
ing president (is there anything like a
'non-working' president?). Faithful BJP
karyakartas and leaders gathered to
garland him outside the party head-
quarters in New Delhi, even as some
workers confessed that they would
have been hard put to recognise him.
And yet, the 'election’ of Nabin did not
lead to a single dissenting voice. "We
are a disciplined party,” claimed a
party leader. Disciplined? Maybe.

Democratic? Not quite. The 'selection’
of Nabin as BJP working president
wasn't done through any rigorous in-
ternal party consultation but was de-
cided almost entirely by the Modi-
Shah duo, the BJP's unchallenged
'high command’. The RSS leadership
too acquiesced in the nomination of a
leader with a staunch Sangh Parivar
background.

THE CONGRESS HIGH COM-
MAND Contrast the BJP high
command's unilateralism with the Con-
gress leadership dithering over
whether Siddaramiah should continue
as Chief Minister in Bengaluru or
should be replaced by DK Shivakumar.
Recall how in 2022, the Congress high
command couldn't get then Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot to agree
to take over the party president's post.
When Gehlot refused to quit as chief
minister, the party leadership had little
choice but to back off

Today, when a high-profile party MP
like Shashi Tharoor departs from the
Congress line on key issues, the party
high command avoids any public con-
frontation. Disciplined? No. Demo-
cratic? Well, sort of. Certainly, there
is far greater space today to question
the Gandhis in the Congress than
there is to express any discontent in
the BJP. Itisn't as if the Congress has
transformed itself overnight into a
"democratic" organisation or the BJP
has unexpectedly embraced Con-
gress-style decision-making from a
previous era. Truth is, the high com-
mand is the result of a personality-cen-
tric political party culture that vener-
ates absolute power above inner-party
democracy. A mix of fear and syco-

phancy drives this feudal culture where
a political leader is seen as a larger-
than-life "supremo” who has the last
word within the party.

Out of power for more than a de-
cade, the Congress high command has
weakened to the point where it no
longer evokes the fear factor.

THE JODI NUMBER 1 IN BJP

In sharp contrast, the BJP has
grown exponentially in a milieu where
its jodi number one is feared and ad-
mired in equal measure. As long as
elections are won in the name of Prime
Minister Modi with Shah as a media-
styled Chanakya, who is really con-
cerned about whether there is any
genuine inner-party dialogue? When
was the last time the BJP parliamen-
tary board — once considered the apex
body of the party's decision-making —
actually held a meaningful discussion
on a national issue? Or the party's na-
tional executive witnessed the cut and
thrust of vigorous debate. From choos-
ing chief ministers to formulating party
strategy, all roads now lead to the
gates of the jodi number one.

A classic example was the deci-
sion to make Bhajan Lal Sharma the
Rajasthan Chief Minister in 2023
ahead of two-time chief minister
Vasundhara Raje. Had there been a
"fair election” based on the views of
the MLAs, there is every chance that
Raje would have won.

Instead, the choice of a first-time
MLA as chief minister was made in
Delhi and merely communicated as a
diktat to the party's legislative party.
Not only was Raje taken aback, but
so was Sharma himself. The story,
possibly apocryphal, is that Sharma

was in charge of making the food and
tent arrangements for the legislature
party meeting in Jaipur, only to as-
tonishingly find his name being pro-
posed for the top job. A similar pat-
tern was seen in Gujarat too, when
another first-time MLA, Bhupendra
Patel, was plucked out from the back
benches to the front row.
LEAF OUT OF INDIRA GANDHI
PLAYBOOK?

In a sense, the Modi-Shah 'high
command' has only taken a leaf out
of Indira Gandhi's political playbook.
It was, after all, Indira Gandhi who per-
fected the art of anointing chief min-
isters in Delhi and expected regional
satraps to fall in line.

The ascent of Babasaheb Bhosale
as Maharashtra chief minister in 1982
is now part of the state's political folk-
lore. Barrister Bhosale was a politi-
cal lightweight with no mass base or
overweening ambition. And yet, he
was catapulted to the chief minister's
post while many senior Maharashtra
Congress leaders were cast aside by
Gandhi.

Writing an 800-word profile on the
new chief minister wasn't easy either:
many seasoned political journalists
had to scramble to piece together
enough information on him at the last
moment.

And yet, the BJP high command
model has one sharp difference from
the Congress one: with a ruthless
edge, the Modi-Shah duo have used
it to effect a generational change
within the BJP. Almost all the BJP
chief ministers are in their fifties, en-
abling the party to justifiably claim
that it has a more youthful look.
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Former UN Envoy Warns Trump’s Venezuela
Strategy Puts Canada’s Sovereignty at Risk

Canada’s former ambassador to the Western Hemisphere, has added to
United Nations is warning that U.S. those concerns. The recent U.S. op-

“We’re on the menu,” Rae said in his affairs at Carleton University, told Glo-
interview with Global News, warning that bal News that the implications for

President Donald Trump’s actions in eration that resulted in the seizure of
Venezuela should be taken as a seri- Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro,

Canadians who believe otherwise are Canada extend well beyond rhetoric. He
misunderstanding the direction of U.S. said U.S. interest in Venezuela’s oil re-

ous signal to Canadians that
their country could face

|serves highlights how

growing pressure from

, Canada’s own energy infra-

structure, critical minerals

Washington. Speaking to
Global News, Bob Rae said
the Trump administration’s b
approach to the Western

UNITED NATIONS @ﬂ NATIONS UNIES

and Arctic resources could
{ ] come under increased scru-
tiny. Hampson warned that
Canada may face mounting

Hemisphere reflects a rejec-
tion of multilateral norms in
favor of unilateral power,
raising concerns about le-
gality, sovereignty and the
future position of middle
powers like Canada. Rae,
who completed his five year
term as Canada’s UN am-
bassador in November, told
Global News that recent U.S.
actions suggest a willingness
to act without regard for in-
ternational law. He said the
message coming from
Washington is that the United
States will do whatever it be-
lieves it can get away with,
regardless of consequences. Accord-
ing to Rae, this represents a fundamen-
tal shift in the global order and requires
Canadians to reassess their assump-
tions about security and independence.
Trump’s revived emphasis on the Mon-
roe Doctrine, a centuries old policy that
justified American dominance in the

combined with Trump’s rhetoric toward
Greenland, Colombia and Cuba, has re-
inforced fears that the doctrine is be-
ing modernized and aggressively en-
forced. Rae said Canada should not as-
sume it is exempt simply because Trump
has not recently repeated comments
about Canada becoming a U.S. state.

policy. He pointed to comments from
Trump adviser Stephen Miller and a
U.S. State Department social media post
declaring “this is OUR hemisphere” as
evidence of an administration willing to
assert dominance over neighbors and
regional resources. Fen Osler
Hampson, a professor of international

pressure to align with U.S.
positions on China and for-
eign investment, effectively
placing Ottawa under
Washington’s influence
whether it welcomes it or not.
Prime Minister Mark Carney,
speaking in Paris while meet-
ing European allies, said the
removal of Maduro creates
the possibility for a more
stable and democratic Ven-
ezuela. He added that Cana-
dian energy exports would
remain competitive and that
Canada will continue seeking
ways to protect its trade in-
terests amid difficult negotia-
tions over the renewal of the Canada
U.S. Mexico Agreement. However, Rae
argued that caution and silence are no
longer sufficient. According to Rae,
Canada’s leaders need to speak plainly
to the public about the risks posed to
national sovereignty, prosperity and
long term independence.
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Makar Sankranti is not merely a
festival with a date in the Indian
culture, but it is a colorful mani-
festation of the change of the
seasons, societal life, and folk
culture. This is when the sun
shifts to dockshinayan to

Uttarayana and fresh energy is &

contributed to both nature and

human existence. The centuries &

old kite flying tradition that comes

with this festival has received its =

fair share of centuries. Through-
out its history, it has not been
confined to just providing enter-

tainment and has added to it so- [

cial, cultural and health aspects.
Although kite flying is no longer
the game of rooftop standing and
tugging of the string, nowadays
it is a sign of collective celebra-
tion, psychological joy, and physi-
cal exercise.

Kite flying is regarded as a very
ancient tradition in India. It is
mentioned in history and folklore.
It used to be an emblem of prow-
ess and tact in the royal palaces
but with the passage of time, it
has turned into a daily necessity
of life. The prevalent colorful kites
in the sky during Makar
Sankranti, Basant Panchami,
and other celebrations are an in-
dication of the general awareness
and celebration of the Indian so-
ciety. This festival is not only a
tradition, but also a great social
event in such states as Haryana,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, and Delhi.

Kite flying is the social aspect of
the sport that is the most beauti-
ful. It takes individuals out of their
homes and unites them with oth-
ers. Rooftop conversations, chil-
dren laughter, young people com-
petitions and the elderly smile all
these scenes make this festival
alive. The echo of "Woh kata...
Woh mara" is not only the inten-
sity of the game, but the audible
together. Inthe modern era where
social interaction is declining,
such festivals are an alternative
that can be used to sustain hu-
man relations.

The tradition has taken a new turn
with Kite festivals and mass
events which are conducted dur-
ing Makar Sankranti. Such events
are organized in assorted places
together by the local govern-
ments, social institutions, volun-
tary institutions, to achieve not
only entertainment, but also cul-
tural preservation, social coexist-
ence. The elderly, women and
children are equally involved in
these events thus making this a
festival of all the segments of the
society and not just a part of so-
ciety.

Kite flying is a sport whose health
advantages are many and is usu-
ally taken as a seasonal sport.
Playing with kites exercises most
of the body engaging the hands,
shoulders, and eyes making the

Makar Sankranti
Kite Flying, Joy, Culture and Consciousnhess

-

body active. Outing gives the
body solar energy and helps in
mental exhaustion. There is a
belief among the doctors and psy-
chologists that such group and
fun activities can aid in alleviat-
ing stress.

Kite flying is also very helpful in
the mental health. The sight of
colorful kites flying in the open
sky is joyful and relaxing to the
mind. It brings one to the present
moment and offers some type of
spontaneous meditation feel.
Such experiences may also be
significant in ensuring mental
balance in the fast-paced and
stressful life that people live to-
day.

It is not only entertainment, but
also educational to children when
they are playing with kite. It builds
patience, equilibrium, coordina-
tion, and competition. Being
aware of the direction of wind, the
correct tension of strings, the
ability to make the right decisions
in time all these abilities can re-
inforce choices making in chil-
dren. Moreover, this practice
when carried out in a family con-
text enhances social values and

*

cultural affiliations of children.
Nevertheless, kite flying can be
discussed as a celebration of
happiness and thrill, but it also
represents safety issues. With
time, Chinese manjha and nylon
string have caused a number of
severe accidents. This has not
only been deadly to the human
race, but birds and other animals
have also perished. Road
crashes, throat cuts, and deaths
of birds all of it is evidence of the
deformed character of this tradi-
tion.

This has been done through regu-
lations set by the government and
administration which are not suf-
ficient. It is imperative to ensure
that people are aware of it and
develop a feeling of accountabil-
ity. Kites can be made safe with
the help of cotton string, safe and
open areas, child supervision,
and time attention all these mea-
sures can ensure the safety of
kite flying. The most important
thing is that the happiness of the
festival does not turn into the rea-
son of suffering to anyone.

Kite flying also requires to be re-
evaluated with the environmental

eye. Kite wastes also get into
trees, power lines and roads pos-
ing environmental challenges.
The plastic and nylon kites can-
not break down in the long term
and they are hazardous to the
wildlife. The use of eco-friendly
kites and natural dyes, therefore,
is what is required at the mo-
ment.

These positive efforts are be-
ing made by most social orga-
nizations and volunteer groups.
They are motivating children
and young people towards safe
and environmental sensitive
kite flying. Sensitization is be-
ing spread in schools and so-
cial forums so that there is a
balance between tradition and
nature.

The kite flying is also chang-
ing with the changing times. It
is no longer restricted to roof-
tops. Digital and social media
has provided it with interna-
tional outreach. The videos
and photos of kites festivals
are going around the globe.
The way, Indian communities
residing overseas remain in
touch with their native culture

o

by also holding kite festivals
on Makar Sankranti.

This transformation shows that
not all traditions remain the same
but they change with the times.
One such change is kite flying,
where modernity, tradition, enter-
tainment, and health fly. This fes-
tival makes us understand that
there is no opposition between
joy and responsibility but they
complement each other.

Finally, Makar Sankranti and kite
flying which comes along with it
is not merely a festival, but also
a celebration of life. Itis a lesson
to us of the meaning of collectiv-
ity, balance and joy. Tradition
when taken in the right way and
with responsibility is not only a
reminder of the past but also a
source of inspiration to the
present and the future. The kites
flying in the sky bring the idea
that there are always limits only
on the ground and the sky is open
to dreams, all you need to do is
to know how to hold the string
and to know how to keep balance.
They include (Dr. Satyavan
Saurabh, PhD (Political Science),
a poet and social thinker).

Biden-era Indian-origin judge faces MAGA

attacks for blocking Trump spending cuts

A Biden-appointed Indian-origin District
Court Judge has become the latest lightning
rod for MAGA fury and vitriol after his ruling
temporarily froze the Trump administration
from cutting billions in federal aid for social
spending programmes in various Democrat-
ruled states across the US. On January 9,
the New York Times reported that US District
Judge Arun Subramanian issued a
temporary restraining order blocking the
Trump administration’s abrupt freeze on
nearly $10 billion in federal funding for child
care, family assistance and social services
across five Democratic-led states, including
New York, California, Minnesota, lllinois
and Colorado. The ruling sparked fierce
online backlash, with prominent Trump allies

accusing the Indian-American judge of
partisanship and judicial overreach. The
administration announced the funding
pause earlier this month, citing "serious
concerns" about fraud and misuse of
taxpayer money in state-run programmes.
Officials pointed in particular to
investigations in Minnesota involving alleged
daycare fraud within the state's substantial
Somali community, claims that have been
folded into broader "America First"
arguments on immigration and public
spending. According to The New York Times
report, the affected states moved swiftly to
court, arguing the freeze was unlawful and
procedurally flawed. They said it violated
Congress's power of the purse, bypassed

mandatory administrative safeguards and
threatened immediate harm to vulnerable
communities. The cuts targeted roughly
$7.3 billion in Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families funds, $2.4 billion from child
care programmes and smaller social service
grants.

The cuts would have disrupted
employment and essential support systems
for low-income families and people with
disabilities. New York Attorney General
Letitia James, speaking to The New York
Times, praised the ruling as a "critical victory
for families whose lives have been upended
by this administration’s cruelty,”
emphasising the funds' role in supporting
hundreds of thousands of residents.
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India's multi alignment: The quiet ar-

chitecture of

The world still tries to under-
stand India through binaries that
no longer exist. It imagines that
Delhi must choose between
Washington and Moscow, that
strategic autonomy is an out-
dated relic, and that stability in
global politics requires align-
ment rather than agency. But
India’s statecraft today is
shaped by a deeper intuition.
Power is not confirmed by the
camps you join. It is confirmed
by the choices you retain.

What stands out in India’s
diplomacy is a confidence un-
burdened by insecurity. It rests
on long memories of who stood
by India in moments when
choices were difficult and op-
tions were few, and on new as-
pirations shaped by a young
population that sees the world
not as a battle of rigid blocs but
as a space of opportunity. This
is a generation that values
American innovation and Rus-
sian resilience in the same
breath. For them, partnership is
functional and not ideological.
That sensibility is slowly be-
coming the grammar of Indian
foreign policy.

India’s relationship with Rus-
sia remains anchored in a trust
that cannot be improvised. Criti-
cal technologies, from nuclear
submarines to missile systems,
were shared with India when few
others were willing to invest in
its strategic capacity. These
were not transactional ex-
changes but enduring commit-
ments. Such ties survive be-
cause they were forged in mo-
ments of vulnerability and not
convenience.

At the same time, India’s
engagement with the United
States has expanded into one
of the most consequential rela-
tionships of this century. Tech-
nology cooperation, defence
manufacturing, clean energy
investment, supply chain resil-
ience and the dynamism of the
Indian diaspora all give this part-
nership a depth that neither side
can ignore. But this engagement
is anchored not in dependency
but in shared ambition. It is a
joint attempt to shape the eco-
nomic and technological frame-
works that will define the future.

This is why India’s multi-
alignment is not a hedge but a
strategic  assertion. It
recognises that Washington
and Moscow serve different di-
mensions of India’s rise. India
sees no contradiction in main-
taining depth with Russia while
expanding opportunity with the
United States. In fact, managed
with foresight, even the India-
Russia-USA triangle could
evolve into a trikona shakti of
stability in global affairs, where
dialogue prevails over coercion,

"R

realism tempers rivalry, and
peace becomes a shared hori-
zon. This idea reflects a simple
truth. India is trying to stabilise
a world that others have frac-
tured.

India’s economic diplomacy
reflects the same self-belief.
When the United States sig-
nalled fresh tariffs on Indian rice
and accused India of dumping,
the expectation was that India
would retreat. It did not. It
pointed out that what is labelled
dumping is, in reality, the com-
petitiveness of India’s agricul-
tural sector. Rising productivity,
wider market integration and re-
silient supply chains have en-

a confident republic

abled India to become a trusted
supplier of food and allied com-
modities to 179 countries. India
resisted tariff pressure not out
of defiance but out of clarity.
Partnerships cannot be sus-
tainable if they require the aban-
donment of legitimate national
interests.

What unsettles some ob-
servers is how comfortably In-
dia navigates these relation-
ships. It can deepen defence co-
operation with Russia without
inheriting its anxieties. It can
strengthen strategic and
technological ties with the
United States without being
confined by its expectations.

[t can trade robustly with
both even when they confront
each other. These are not
contradictions. They reveal a
maturing state capable of
working with complexity
rather than reducing itself to
ideological reflexes.
Underlying this diplomacy
is a civilisational instinct for
balance. India does not
equate partnership with obe-
dience. It seeks stability and
not dominance. It stands by
old friends without being
trapped by them, and em-
braces new partners without
surrendering autonomy.
India’s multi alignment,

Minnesota ICE shooting: Police arrest 29 people during

Twenty-nine people
protesting the fatal shooting of
a motorist by a US immigration
agent were arrested overnight
as police responded to protests
against federal immigration
enforcement in Minneapolis,
Mayor Jacob Frey said at a
press conference on
Saturday. According to
Minneapolis Police Chief Brian
O'Hara, one police officer was
injured when a chunk of ice
was hurled at them during the
protest response. Twenty-nine
people protesting the fatal
shooting of a motorist by a US
immigration agent were
arrested overnight as police
responded to protests against
federal immigration
enforcement in Minneapolis,
Mayor Jacob Frey said at a
press conference on
Saturday.According to
Minneapolis Police Chief Brian
O'Hara, one police officer was
injured when a chunk of ice was
hurled at them during the protest
response. Frey, a Democrat,
cautioned them as civil liberties
and migrant-rights groups

prepared nationwide rallies to
protest the killing of 37-year-old
Renee Good by an Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
officer on Wednesday.

Minnesota and US officials have
starkly different

offered

accounts of the shooting.
DEMONSTRATIONS
MOSTLY PEACEFUL
Frey, who has been critical
of immigration agents and the

shooting, said the
demonstrations to date have
remained mostly peaceful and
that anyone damaging property
or engaging in other unlawful
activity would be arrested by
police. "We will not counter
Donald Trump's chaos with our
own brand of chaos," Frey said

. dwalz, a
‘ \j condemned the deployment

at the press conference. "He
wants us to take the bait."The
fatal shooting of Good, a
volunteer in a community
network that tracks, monitors
and records ICE operations in
Minneapolis, came soon after
some 2,000 federal officers
were dispatched to the
Minnesota city in what ICE's
parent agency, the
Department of Homeland
Security, called the "largest
DHS operation ever."
4 Minnesota Governor Tim
Democrat,

as a "reckless" example of
"governance by reality TV."
More than 200 law enforcement
officers were deployed Friday
night to control protests that led
to $6,000 in damage at the
Depot Renaissance Hotel and
failed attempts by some
demonstrators to enter the Hilton
Canopy Hotel, believed to house
ICE agents, the City of
Minneapolis said in a statement.
O’Hara said some in the crowd
scrawled graffiti and damaged
windows at the Depot

therefore, is not the diplomacy
of hesitation. It is the diplomacy
of self-belief. It recognises that
the world’s fractures need not
dictate India’s boundaries, and
that principled autonomy
backed by economic resil-
ience can produce more or-
der than coercive alliances. In
defending its agricultural
strength, resisting tariff pres-
sure, and sustaining multiple
strategic partnerships, India
is sending a larger message.
It is no longer defined by the
choices others want it to make.
It is defined by the choices it
now has the power to make for
itself.

overnight protests

Renaissance Hotel. He said the
gathering at the Hilton Canopy
Hotel began as a “noise protest”
but escalated as more than
1,000 demonstrators converged
on the site. "We initiated a plan
and took our time to de-escalate
the situation, issued multiple
warnings, declaring an unlawful
assembly, and ultimately then
began to move in and disperse
the crowd," O'Hara said.
CONGRESSIONAL

DEMOCRATS DENIED

ENTRY TO ICE FACILITY

Three Minnesota
congressional Democrats
showed up at a regional ICE
headquarters near Minneapolis
on Saturday morning, where
protesters have clashed with
federal agents this week, but
were denied access. Legislators
called the denial illegal. "We
made it clear to ICE and DHS
that they were violating federal
law," U.S. Representative Angie
Craig told reporters as she
stood outside the Whipple
Federal Building in St. Paul with
Representatives Kelly Morrison
and llhan Omar.
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Ontario Court Orders Release of Doug Ford’s Per-
sonal Phone Call Logs in Major Transparency Ruling

An Ontario court has ruled that
Premier Doug Ford must move
closer to releasing call logs from
his personal cellphone, dealing a
significant blow to the province’s
attempt to block public access to
records linked to government
business. The decision upholds
findings by Ontario’s transpar-
ency watchdog and marks a ma-
jor developmentin along running
dispute over accountability and
the use of personal devices by
elected officials. The case dates
back more than three years,
when Global News filed a free-
dom of information request seek-
ing access to government related
calls made on Ford’s private
phone. According to Global News,
the premier regularly shares his
personal number publicly while his
official government issued device

is rarely used. The Ontario gov-
ernment denied the request,
prompting Global News to appeal
to the Information and Privacy
Commission of Ontario. In late
2024, the commission ruled in
favour of Global News and a
separate appeal from an Ontario
physician who made a similar re-
quest. The watchdog determined
that at least some of the call logs
on Ford’s personal phone related
to Cabinet Office or government
business and ordered the prov-
ince to begin preparing those
records for release. The Ford
government challenged that de-
cision, asking the courts to over-
turn the ruling through a judicial
review. Arguments were heard in
December, with government law-
yers claiming the decision relied
on unreliable evidence and im-
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posed unnecessary administra-
tive work. Lawyers representing
the doctor and the privacy com-
missioner countered that allowing
a premier to conduct official busi-
ness on a personal phone with-
out disclosure would weaken
democratic accountability. Ac-
cording to Global News, they
warned that such practices could
effectively shield government
communications from public scru-
tiny. Less than three weeks later,

a three judge panel rejected the
province’s request for judicial re-
view and upheld the watchdog'’s
findings. The court ruled that the
conclusion that Ford used his per-
sonal phone for government mat-
ters was a factual determination
that deserved strong deference.
The judges agreed that the infer-
ence was reasonable based on
the totality of evidence reviewed
by the adjudicator. The premier’s
office has confirmed it is seeking

leave to appeal the decision,
meaning the legal battle may not
yet be over. Still, transparency ad-
vocates say the ruling sends a
clear message that government
business conducted on personal
devices is not exempt from pub-
lic oversight. According to Global
News, the decision could have
lasting implications for how
elected officials across Ontario
manage their communications
and records in the digital age.

A New Arctic Standoff Emerges as Canada Moves
to Reinforce Northern Security and Sovereignty

Canada is renewing its focus on Arctic secu-
rity as rising Russian military activity and expand-
ing Chinese influence reshape the strategic im-
portance of the North, according to reporting by
Global News. The shift reflects growing concern
over sovereignty, surveillance, and national de-
fence as climate change opens new shipping
routes and access to natural resources in once
inaccessible regions. Federal officials and de-
fence experts say the priority is deterrence rather
than reaction. Retired Major General Denis Th-
ompson told Global News that Canada must en-
sure potential adversaries think twice before op-
erating in the Arctic. He emphasized that cred-
ible military assets do not necessarily need to be
permanently stationed in the North but must be
capable of operating there quickly and effectively.
According to Thompson, this includes aircraft,
naval vessels, submarines, and limited ground
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forces, supported by the Canadian Rangers who
are already active in remote northern communi-
ties. Prime Minister Mark Carney has signalled
Ottawa’s intent to strengthen its northern posture
through infrastructure investment. His inaugural
budget included a $1 billion fund spread over four
years to support so called dual use projects such
as airports, ports, and all season roads that can
serve both civilian needs and military operations.
The funding is aimed at improving mobility and
response capabilities across Canada’s vast Arc-
tic geography. Beyond physical infrastructure,
intelligence and counter espionage efforts are
becoming increasingly central to Arctic defence.
Canadian Security Intelligence Service Director
Daniel Rogers said in a November speech that
both cyber and traditional espionage threats are
targeting government and private sector activity
in the Arctic.
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Canada Urges Venezuelan Led
Transition After U.S. Capture of Maduro

Prime Minister Mark Carney says
Canada supports the Venezuelan
people’s right to determine their own fu-
ture following the capture of President
Nicolas Maduro by U.S. forces early
Saturday. Carney empha-
sized that Canada’s position
remains focused on democ-
racy, peace, and respect
for international law, even as
Washington moves to di-
rectly administer Venezuela
in the aftermath of the op-
eration. In a statement
posted on social media,
Carney said Canada has not
recognized Maduro’s gov-
ernment since the 2018
election, which Ottawa has
long viewed as illegitimate.
He added that the Canadian
government welcomes any
opportunity for Venezuelans
to pursue freedom, prosper-
ity, and democratic gover-
nance, provided the transi-
tion is peaceful and led by
Venezuelans themselves.
Carney stressed that
Canada has consistently
supported a negotiated po-
litical process rather than a
violent or imposed outcome. The U.S.
operation unfolded overnight with reports
of explosions and low flying aircraft over
Caracas. Maduro’s government accused
the United States of targeting both civil-
ian and military infrastructure during
what President Donald Trump described
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as a large scale strike. Trump later told
reporters that the United States would
run Venezuela temporarily until a tran-
sition it considers safe and orderly can
take place. Global Affairs Canada said

it was not aware of any Canadians in-
jured during the events. Officials urged
Canadian citizens in Venezuela to seek
consular assistance through the Cana-
dian Embassy in Bogota, as Canada’s
embassy in Caracas has been closed
since 2019. The federal government also
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reiterated its commitment to supporting
Venezuelan refugees affected by years
of political and economic turmoil. The
situation has sparked sharp political re-
actions within Canada. Conservative

Leader Pierre Poilievre praised Trump’s
actions, describing Maduro as a dicta-
tor and celebrating his arrest. In con-
trast, interim NDP Leader Don Davies
condemned the U.S. strike, arguing it
lacked United Nations authorization and
constituted a clear violation of interna-
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tional law. He said Canada should ex-
plicitly denounce the U.S. action and call
for an immediate end to military aggres-
sion. Other opposition parties expressed
mixed views. Bloc Québécois Leader
Yves-Francois
Blanchet acknowl-
edged the authoritarian
nature of Maduro’s rule
but warned against the
United States position-
ing itself as an enforcer
of global norms through
military force. The
Green Party went fur-
ther, condemning the
capture of Maduro as
unlawful and destabiliz-
ing, with deputy leader
Mike Morrice warning
that unilateral action
driven by resource in-
terests risks making an
already volatile global
situation even more
dangerous. Carney
avoided directly com-
menting on the legality
of the U.S. intervention
but reaffirmed
Canada’s preference
for multilateral engage-
ment and cooperation through interna-
tional institutions. He said Ottawa re-
mains in close contact with global part-
ners and will continue to prioritize the
safety of Canadians abroad while stand-
ing by Venezuelans seeking a peaceful
and democratic future.
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Pakistan’s Failed Afghan Policy
And The Return Of Blowback

For decades, Pakistan’s military
leadership claimed with certainty that it had

complete control over the western frontier. |

The claim was based on the assumption
that Pakistan’s influence and command
over the Taliban in Afghanistan was
unchallenged and unparalleled. By 2025,
this narrative has fallen apart.

The current situation between Pakistan

and Afghanistan goes much beyond a .

temporary diplomatic disagreement or
mere miscommunication. It marks a

critical turning point. Hostilities have |
escalated, bilateral confidence has |
disintegrated, and ordinary people living *

near the border are suffering the
consequences of choices Pakistan’s
establishment made for decades.

Pakistan today portrays itself as a ©

besieged victim of terrorism emanating from
Afghanistan. Yet this narrative omits an

uncomfortable truth: Pakistan is | .

confronting the consequences of its own
long-standing choices. The very terrorism

it once nurtured, tolerated, or strategically
exploited in Afghanistan is now striking |

back inside Pakistan. Instead of reflection,
Islamabad has responded with expulsions,
bombs, and denial—deepening human
suffering and regional instability.
Terrorism Turns Inward

By 2025, the Tehreek-e-Taliban |

Pakistan has reasserted itself as one of
the deadliest terrorist forces operating in

South Asia. Attacks across Pakistan’s |

northwest and major cities have become
frequent and brutal. Soldiers are ambushed
at checkpoints. Police convoys are hit by
suicide bombers. Markets and mosques
have turned into scenes of grief. Families
bury sons in uniform while officials offer
the same rehearsed condemnations.
Pakistan’s leadership insists that the TTP
operates freely from Afghan territory, using
it as a rear base to plan and launch
attacks.

There is little doubt that many TTP
commanders and fighters are indeed
present across the border. Afghan soil has
become a sanctuary not because of
geography alone, but because of fractured
governance and unresolved power
dynamics after decades of war. Pakistan
points to this reality to justify its rage and
its retaliation. But what is often left unsaid
is how this situation came into being.

For years, Pakistan treated terrorism
in Afghanistan as a tool rather than a threat.
Certain armed groups were seen as
assets—useful for shaping outcomes next
door, expendable so long as the violence
stayed “over there." The distinction
between “good" and “bad" terrorists was
not invented by critics; it was practiced
policy. That logic hollowed out any moral
or strategic consistency in Pakistan’s
counterterrorism approach. Now the firewall
has collapsed. The TTP, ideologically
aligned with Afghan terrorist currents and
hardened by years of conflict, has turned
its guns decisively toward Pakistan.

The attacks of 2024-2025 have inflicted
hundreds of deaths and created a climate
of fear that stretches from border districts
to urban centres. Pakistan’s claim that
Afghanistan is “harbouring” the TTP may
be factually grounded, but it rings hollow
when stripped of historical context.
Sanctuaries did not emerge in a vacuum;

Te VUSSR .l £
they are the residue of regional
manipulation and neglect. And as violence
inside Pakistan escalates, the state’s
response has grown harsher—not only
toward terrorists, but toward civilians who
have nothing to do with the TTP.

The Turn to Collective
Punishment

Faced with public anger and mounting
insecurity, Pakistan’s government in 2025
turned to a blunt instrument: mass
expulsions of Afghan people. Refugees
who had lived in Pakistan for decades—
children born in Pakistani cities, laborers
who built its roads, families who fled earlier
wars—were suddenly redefined as security
risks. Police raids, detentions, and
intimidation became routine. People were
given days, sometimes hours, to pack
their lives into sacks.

By mid-2025, more than half a million
Afghans had been forced or pressured to
return from Pakistan to Afghanistan. This
number includes documented refugees
and undocumented migrants alike, swept
together under a policy that made little
distinction between vulnerability and
threat. Elderly men, widows, and children
crossed the border with whatever they
could carry, returning to a country gripped
by poverty, unemployment, and fear.
These were not surgical security
measures; they were acts of collective
punishment.

Pakistan presented deportations as a
counterterrorism necessity, but no serious
evidence was offered to show that refugees,
as a group, posed a meaningful threat.
Instead, an entire population was made a
scapegoat to project strength and deflect
blame. The humanitarian cost was
immense: families separated, children
pulled out of schools, livelihoods erased

overnight. At the same time, Pakistan
escalated its military response across the
border. Airstrikes and drone attacks
targeted alleged TTP positions inside
Afghanistan, including in border provinces
and, more controversially, near urban
areas.

Pakistani officials claimed these strikes
killed senior terrorist figures and disrupted
networks plotting attacks. Afghan
authorities countered that civilians were
killed and injured, including women and
children. In 2025 alone, multiple aerial
operations were reported, some reaching
deep into Afghan territory. Entire villages
were thrown into panic by the sound of jets
and drones. have functioned as alert
sentinels of our Constitutional
conscience. She noted that over the
past few years, the National Human
Rights Commission has taken Suo
motu cognizance of numerous issues
concerning people from the Scheduled
Caste and the Scheduled Tribe
communities, as well as women and
children. She also noted that the Human
Rights Commission held extensive
discussions on the subject of Human
Rights of Prison Inmates during its
Foundation Day celebrations this year.
She expressed confidence that the
discussions will yield useful results. The
President said that women's
empowerment and their welfare are key
pillars of human rights. She was happy
to note that NHRC has organized a
conference on women's safety in public
places and workplaces. She stated that
the conclusions drawn from such
conferences can prove crucial in
ensuring women's safety and
empowerment.

Underlining the role of women lead-

b

ers in drafting the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, President Murmu
said, “Hansa Mehta, one of the fifteen
women members of our Constituent
Assembly was also a member of the
group engaged in the drafting of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights.
She suggested a foundational change
to the draft. She ensured that the rights
enshrined in that global charter were
expressed, not in terms of the ‘rights
of man’, but in the inclusive and univer-
sal expression, ‘rights of all human be-
ings.” That such a historic shift was
brought about by the expansive vision
of an Indian woman is a matter of en-
during pride for every Indian”.

The President said that the NHRC
gives expression to certain ideals of the
State and the society. The Government
of India has been translating such ex-
pressions into action on a scale never
seen before. Over the last decade, we
have witnessed our Nation move ahead
with a different approach - from entitle-
ment to empowerment and from char-
ity to rights. The Government has been
working to ensure that every-day es-
sential services like clean water, elec-
tricity, cooking gas, healthcare, bank-
ing services, education, and improved
sanitation become available to all. This
uplifts every household and secures dig-
nity.

The President said that recently, the
Government has notified the implemen-
tation of a major reform through the four
Labour Codes related to wages, indus-
trial relations, social security and oc-
cupational safety, health and working
conditions. This transformative change
lays the foundation for a future-ready
workforce and more resilient



19 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #529

FRIDAY, 16 JANUARY, 2025

Manusmriti; A Text Condemned Beyond Its Due

Few ancient texts in India
provoke as much passion,
outrage, and misunderstanding
as the ancient code of law
attributed to Manu, popularly
known as the Manusmriti.
Frequently invoked in
contemporary political debates
as the foundational source of
caste oppression and social
inequality, it is often
condemned without careful
attention to its historical context
or actual function within Hindu
society. Anyone who watches
the political discourse in
India will soon realise that
one of the most quoted,
vilified, and assailed texts
in the Indian socio-
political context is the
Manusmriti. From
casteism to patriarchal
oppression, the
Manusmriti is often
thought to be the root of
all that is evil in the
country. Copies of the
book are frequently
burned by protestors,
regardless of the specific
demands of their protests. From
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to Kancha
llaiah, and from feminists to
philosophers, the Manusmiriti is
seen as a text that has
historically originated, or at
least significantly contributed
to, many of the evils that haunt
India today. Protests and
arguments against the book
have been ongoing for almost
a century now. The injunction
that molten lead should be
poured into the ears of a Sudra
who hears the Veda is often
misattributed to Manu; a
mistake that originated with
Ambedkar and was later carried
forward by subsequent writers
without much scrutiny.
Ambedkar held Manu
responsible for the caste
system and writes that “Manu
can be charged with being the
progenitor, if not the author, of
the caste system. [...] There
can be no question that Manu
is responsible for upholding the
principle of gradation and
rank." It was in 1927 that Dr
B.R. Ambedkar burned the
Manusmriti as an act of protest.
Such book burnings continue
even today, though they
scarcely attract attention; for
instance, in 2016, students in
some Delhi universities burned
the Smriti again. One can
safely assume that the book
burning of a century ago did
not bring about the expected
results, which is why the
practice continues even after a
century. This compels one to
ask a few questions: How far
are these claims about the
Manusmriti true? Do we really
need to trace all our miseries
to a code of law that was
authored at least two thousand
years ago? Do we need to vilify
a code that is largely obsolete

in daily life, while glorifying
primitive codes like Sharia that
are still considered paramount
in the life of a devout Muslim?
And finally, considering the
time at which the law was
codified, how good was it?
Some scholars claim that Manu
lived many millennia ago. Dr V.
Raghavan writes that Manu
predated the Vedas, the
Mahabharata, and Yaska, the
author of the Nirukta. A more
realistic estimate, however,
would place the text around the

turn of the Common Era. The
more widely accepted view
currently is that the Manusmriti
was composed between the
second century BCE and the
second century CE. Georg
Buhler, who translated the
Manusmriti into English in the
nineteenth century, dated the
text to the second century BCE.
The more recent critical edition
of the text, edited by Prof.
Patrick Olivelle, arrives at a
later date and argues that it
must have been composed
around the second century CE.
This places Manu in the period
of the Mauryan Empire, during
which there were profound
transformations in the society,
politics, and religion of the
country.

The Mauryan period was a
time when Buddhism and other
religious systems were gaining
popularity under explicit state
support. During the Mauryan
Empire, Vedic ritual centrality
was in decline. Animal
sacrifice, which formed an
important part of the Vedas,
became less prevalent. Caste
hierarchy was also challenged
philosophically, as birth-based
superiority was questioned by
emerging religious movements.
Buddhism, Jainism, and the
Ajivika sect gained prominence,
and, as royal patronage was
offered to Buddhism, the
influence of Brahmanism
declined in royal courts as well.
Manu may have felt the need to
write or codify a set of laws that
reinforced the privileged status
of Brahmins. It is often the case
that religious sentiment
intensifies when a community
perceives its traditions to be
under threat. During the Mughal
Empire, amid atrocities against
the non-Muslim population of

India, the Bhakti movement
gained greater traction. A similar
pattern can be observed in
contemporary times as well.
Under the perceived threat of
Islamophobia, Muslims, as a
community, have become
increasingly religious. A similar
impulse might have inspired
Manu too, to write a code of law
that presents the world as
Brahmin-centric, at a time when
Brahminism had lost royal
patronage. Prof. Olivelle notes
that the ideology of Brahmanical

N

exceptionalism takes center
stage in Manu, and that the
entire treatise is organized
around the Brahmin and his
central and exceptional position
within society. This is one of the
distinguishing features of the
Manusmriti when compared with
other legal texts such as the
Gautama Dharma Sutra or
Kautilya’s Arthashastra.
Although there are law codes
older than the Manusmriti—such
as those authored by
Apastamba, Gautama, and
Baudhayana—none attained the
authority or prominence that the
Manusmriti came to hold. One
reason is the use of metre in
the Manusmriti, which also
functions as a mnemonic
device, making the Smrti easier
to remember and to quote
accurately. The earlier codes
lacked this advantage, as they
were not composed in prose.
The fact that Brahmanism takes
centre stage in the Manusmriti
also contributed to its authority.
Later authors, including
Yajnavalkya, Brhaspati, and
Vatsyayana, praise Manu and
regard him as an authoritative
source. Gradually, the
Manusmriti came to be seen as
the most important Smrti, the
prominent law code, in ancient
India. This, however, does not
mean that the Manusmriti
functioned as a strict code of
law comparable to Sharia,
uniformly followed by the whole
of society. As the leftist historian
Romila Thapar notes, the
Dharmashastras “were actually
not codes of law but norms
relating to social obligations and
ritual requirements.” A similar
view is expressed by Manu S.
Pillai in his recent work, where
he argues that such texts were
expressions of Brahminical

aspirations rather than
functioning as proper legal
codes. The Manusmriti, as noted
above, is written in metre, unlike
other Indian (or Hindu) legal
texts composed up to that point.
This made it easier to quote, and
many later authors and lawgivers
who followed Manu cited him
and treated his work as a
normative authority.
Interestingly, this did not make
the Manusmriti a code accepted
across India or uniformly
followed by all Hindus. There
were numerous customs,
rituals, and ceremonies
prescribed in the
Manusmriti that were
neither accepted nor
followed by many
communities. Regionally
and caste-wise, several of
the rituals and ways of life
suggested by the Smritis
were rejected, while many
practices explicitly
prohibited by them
continued to be accepted.
Hindus, as is well known,
do not constitute a uniform
group. Each caste or sub-caste
has its own rules and practices,
some of which may align with
the Smritis, while many do not.
Although the Manusmriti was
regarded as authoritative and
Manu was revered as a sage
within the belief system of many,
not everyone who could be
called a Hindu, not even
Brahmins across India, followed
the rules it prescribed. Over
time, many Smritis emerged,
including the Yajnavalkya-
Smriti, Narada-Smriti, and
Vishnu-Smriti. Some of these
Smritis were composed
relatively early, in the centuries
immediately following Manu,
while others were authored
much later, even after the tenth
century C.E., often reflecting
the prevailing customs of their
time. Each group, caste, and
sub-caste tended to follow its
own Smriti. For example, among
the Namboodiri Brahmins of
Kerala, the Shaankarasmriti was
prevalent. Many regional
customs sanctioned by the
Shaankarasmriti are explicitly
prohibited in the Manusmriti.
Despite its later reputation as an
all-encompassing authority, the
Manusmriti was never a
canonical or universally binding
text within Hinduism. Hindu
traditions have always been
plural, and adherence to Manu’s
prescriptions varied widely across
regions, castes, and sub-castes.
Many communities explicitly
rejected large portions of the
Manusmriti and instead followed
their own customary laws and
locally accepted Smritis, while
others ignored Smriti injunctions
altogether when they conflicted
with lived practice. Law and
social regulation in Hindu society
were thus shaped far more by
custom and context than by any

single text. Manu’'s work
functioned largely as an
ideological outline reflecting
Brahmanical aspirations, not as
a uniform legal code governing
all Hindus. Consequently, the
sweeping importance often
ascribed to the Manusmriti in
contemporary socio-political
discourse is a modern
exaggeration rather than a
reflection of its actual historical
role across the Hindu fold.
Setting aside this exaggeration,
we may now examine the
problematic aspects that exist in
the text. While reading the text,
it is imperative to keep in mind
that one is engaging with a work
composed nearly two thousand
years ago, one that reflects the
social values and structures of
its time. Everything from the way
the text views women to the way
it treats those outside its intended
audience may appear
incongruous with contemporary
values. For example, the
aphorism “Na stri svatantryam
arhati" (“A woman is not qualified
to act independently") is one of
the oft-quoted lines cited to
demonstrate the text’'s misogyny.
The line does indeed appear in
the Manusmriti, and, when
viewed from a contemporary
standpoint, it is laughably
preposterous. Yet, though not
justifiable, the statement is
historically understandable, given
that it was articulated nearly two
thousand years ago. It reflects
the social conditioning and
normative aspirations of a
society far removed from our
own. It would be grossly unfair
to suggest that this aphorism
continues to guide social life
today, or that women in
contemporary Indian society are
viewed as undeserving of
freedom or incapable of
independent action. There is little
evidence to suggest that present-
day attitudes toward women in
India are shaped by views
prevalent two millennia ago. For
the record, the same Manusmriti
that places limits on a woman’s
life also states that “where
women are revered, there the
gods rejoice; but where they are
not, no rite bears any fruit." From
the Manusmriti to the
Vishnusmriti, almost all Smritis
are written in a distinctly
Brahmin-centric manner.

They contain derogatory
and demeaning statements about
castes outside the Brahmin fold,
and as one moves further down
the caste hierarchy, the
descriptions increasingly adopt
dehumanizing or sub-human
tones. Although there is no
injunction in the Manusmriti
about pouring molten lead into
the ears of a Shudra who hears
the Veda—as Ambedkar
claimed—there are
comparable, and in some cases
even harsher, remarks about
non-Brahmins in many Smritis.
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Between Promise And Precarity: The
Uneven Reality Of India’s Gig Economy

Released in 2023, Zwigato
offers a quiet yet powerful window
into the everyday realities of India’s
gig workers. With Kapil Sharma
stepping away from comedy to
play a delivery worker, the film

captures the invisible struggles that
lie behind app notifications and
doorstep deliveries.

One particularly unsettling
episode reveals just how vulnerable
gig workers are to an unforgiving
system: a false complaint is filed
against his character, and in an
instant, he is removed from his
work. There is no inquiry, no
opportunity to explain—only
retribution. As Sharma’s income
disappears, leaving him unable to
manage even basic household
expenses, his struggle begins.

Released in 2023, Zwigato
offers a quiet yet powerful window
into the everyday realities of India’s
gig workers. With Kapil Sharma
stepping away from comedy to
play a delivery worker, the film
captures the invisible struggles that
lie behind app notifications and
doorstep deliveries.

One particularly unsettling
episode reveals just how vulnerable
gig workers are to an unforgiving
system: a false complaint is filed
against his character, and in an
instant, he is removed from his
work. There is no inquiry, no
opportunity to explain—only
retribution. As Sharma’s income
disappears, leaving him unable to
manage even basic household
expenses, his struggle begins.

The quiet desperation
portrayed in Zwigato is no longer
confined to the cinema; it has
found expression on the streets as
well. On New Year's Eve,
thousands of gig workers across
the country went on strike, calling

for better pay, safer working
conditions, and basic dignity at
work. But the very system they
were protesting against diluted
their collective voice. The New
Year rush, coupled with a lack of

organisation among gig workers,
meant that the strike’s impact was
visible only in pockets, even as
discontent simmered widely
beneath the surface.

Atthe heart of their protest lies
a stark contradiction. Behind the
glossy rhetoric of flexibility and
independence lies a fragile
existence marked by uncertainty
and constant pressure. Many gig
workers say they clock up to 14
hours a day for a single platform,
yet remain unrecognised as
employees. Officially labelled as
“partners" or “independent
contractors", they are excluded
from the rights and protections that
generally accompany such long
hours of labour. What they seek
is not privilege, but fair and
reasonable compensation for the
work that fuels India’s fast-growing
digital economy.

The absolute absence of
security is starkly evident in the
fact that when mishaps occur, gig
workers are left without any
support. In her book OTP Please,
which examines gig economies in
India and South Asia, author
Vandana Vasudevan recounts
meeting a delivery agent at a
protest in Rajasthan whose right
thumb was severed while helping
a customer move goods. Despite
the injury, he received neither
compensation nor medical
assistance from the logistics start-
up he worked for.

India’s gig economy has
become a defining feature of its
labour market, employing an

estimated 7.7 million platform-
based workers in 2020-21, a
number projected to rise to nearly
23.5 million by 2029-30. Even the
government has recognised this
fact. In an article published on

December 9, 2025, the Press
Information Bureau (PIB), while
acknowledging the gig and
platform workforce as a “crucial
driver of the new economic
ecosystem, powered by young
demographics, digital adoption,
and rapid urbanisation”,
highlighted how, in recognition of
their role, the Code on Social
Security, 2020 (SS)—one of the
four labour codes implemented in
a recent labour reform—formally
brings gig and platform workers
under a broader protection
umbrella. It claims that the “reform
institutionalises long-overdue
security for a workforce that has
long powered India’s digital
economy without commensurate
protections".

Gig workers operate without
the security of fixed employment,
functioning instead in a freelance-
like arrangement. This vast
workforce includes delivery
partners for platforms such as
BigBasket, Zomato, Swiggy, and
Blinkit, as well as drivers
associated with cab aggregators
like Ola and Uber. They are paid
per delivery or per ride, not
through a guaranteed monthly
income. There is no fixed salary,
no allowances, no pension, and
no paid leave—only earnings that
fluctuate with demand, algorithms,
and physical endurance. As the
film, the book, and the protests
held at regular intervals together
reveal, flexibility may define the gig
economy, but its cost is borne
almost entirely by the workers who

keep it moving.

A day spent with a gig worker
will reveal that the struggles
depicted in the film or the book
are not exaggerated. Whether it
is the scorching heat of June, the

biting cold of January, or the
relentless rains of July, when
stepping outside feels unbearable,
our instinctive response is
simple—let’s order online. It feels
effortless to us. What we rarely
pause to consider is that someone
is riding a two-wheeler through
these very conditions to bring that
order to our doorstep.

If a delivery is delayed,
frustration often turns into anger
directed at the worker, who
absorbs complaints, impatience,
and blame while continuing to do
the job. Nearly 90 per cent of these
workers have no savings to fall
back on. A short iliness of even a
few days can mean empty
kitchens and unpaid bills at home.
They are not permanent
employees who can rely on paid
leave, loans, or advances in times
of need.

This crisis is not confined to
gig workers alone; it runs through
the entire unorganised sector,
where labour survives in the
absence of strong laws and
meaningful protection. In urban
India, domestic workers, largely
women, form the quiet backbone
of everyday life, enabling
households to function smoothly.
Yet their work remains largely
invisible and chronically
undervalued. Many continue for
years without a fixed salary or
annual increment, trapped at
stagnant wages even as the cost
of living steadily rises. What makes
their reality even harsher is that
their struggle is not limited to the

workplace. The imbalance of
power inside private homes often
exposes them to mental and
physical abuse, with little recourse.
Their hardships do not end at the
employer’s doorstep. Many

y women return home only to face

violence within their own families.
In a painful irony, some earn more
than their husbands, yet enjoy little
respect or agency in their
households. Their financial
contribution rarely translates into

% dignity; instead, it often exists

alongside neglect, control, and
abuse. And yet, every morning,
they step out once again—not by
choice, but by necessity—to earn
for themselves and their children.
Their lives mirror those of gig
workers and millions of others in
the informal economy: stories
shaped by uncertainty, resilience
forged under compulsion, and
labour that keeps society
functioning while remaining largely
unprotected.

Yet, in comparison to gig
workers, domestic work carries
one fragile but significant
difference—continuity. Many
domestic workers remain
employed in the same households
for years, sometimes even
decades. Over time, this
constancy can foster a personal
bond with employers, one that
occasionally softens the harsh
edges of informal labour. Unlike
app-based workers governed by
algorithms, domestic workers are
at least seen and known by the
families they serve.

This familiarity can translate
into limited but meaningful support.
Advances or small loans are often
easier to access, and in many
cases, employers step in to help
with children’s school fees,
medical emergencies, or even
wedding expenses. When a crisis
strikes, a domestic worker may still
find a door to knock on, someone
who knows her story and
circumstances.

While this support is no
substitute for legal protection or fair
wages, it highlights a crucial
contrast within the unorganised
sector. Gig workers, despite
powering billion-dollar platforms,
often lack even this basic human
connection.

The story of the gig economy
cannot be reduced to a single
narrative. As Vasudevan highlights
in her book, platform work has
expanded choice and opportunity.

She writes that in
different parts of South Asia,
women have used these jobs to
gain financial control and a
stronger sense of agency. Ride-
hailing platforms have also
reshaped everyday mobility,
offering people with physical
disabilities greater independence
and allowing the elderly or mobility-
restricted the comfort of safe travel
and access to
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What Trump May Be Getting
Dangerously Wrong About Iran

The comment by India's For-
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United States and Israel, but the Tehran after the Islamic revolu- Lebanon and Houthis in Yemen. forts to set up trade links with

eign Secretary, Vikram Misri, on
Monday, that the government is
watching the developmentsin Iran
closely, appears to be an under-
statement. As the unrest threat-
ens the 47-year-old Islamic
regime's survival, it also
has the potential of cre-
ating a regional crisis,
one that could seriously
harm India's economic
and strategic interests.

The protests, which
began two weeks ago
in Tehran, have already
spread to more than
100 citiesin all of Iran's
31 provinces. Iran's re-
gime, led by the Su-
preme Leader, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, has
done what it has done
in the past, trying to
crush the unrest with
brutal force. More than
600 demonstrators
have already been
killed, according to hu-
man rights groups,
which have warned that
the actual death toll could be far
higher because of a nationwide
internet blackout.

Iran has seen many anti-gov-
ernment protests since the 1979
Islamic Revolution, which de-
posed Mohammad Reza Shah
Pahlavi. But the latest protests
appear to be the most significant
challenge to the regime. They
have already taken more lives
than the last one in 2022, which
followed the death in custody of
22-year-old Mahsa Amini over
hijab enforcement, killing 550
people across the country. That
was a feminist-centred protest.
The latest one, which has spread
more quickly nationwide, has at-
tracted young men, women and
even the elderly.

Is This An Uprising?

This protest is also significant
due to the participation of trad-
ers, their first such involvement
since the 1979 revolution. In fact,
they started these demonstrations
in Tehran on December 28, when
the Iranian currency, the rial, col-
lapsed against the dollar, and later
attracted other sections of soci-
ety. But it's still early to call it a
mass uprising as there are no
signs yet of a regime collapse,
despite some reports of defec-
tions from the security forces.

After years of Western sanc-
tions, ordinary Iranians' lives had
already become miserable.
Things worsened after the con-
flict last summer with Israel, when
the US also joined and bombed
Iran. Last month, the country's
inflation exceeded 50%. So, there
was enough ground for sparking
unrest.

Ayatollah Khamenei has ac-
cused foreign powers of orches-
trating the unrest, primarily the

scale of unrest suggests the pro-
testers' anger is directed against
the government. Slogans have
been heard against the Islamic
regime, which israrein Iran. The
country's former crown prince,

Reza Pahlavi, who is in exile in
the United States, has been en-
couraging street protests for
some time, but one can't dispute
his Iranian heritage.

US Military Action May Not

Help

Donald Trump is weighing his
military options. Soon after the
protests began, he warned Ira-
nian authorities that he would take
military action if they started Kill-
ing demonstrators. He has re-
peated his threat several times in
the past few days, but has yet to
order any military strikes despite
the deaths of hundreds of Irani-
ans. For a leader who is known
to opt for military solutions with-
out hesitation and, only 10 days
ago, raided Venezuela and
seized its leader, Nicolas Madurai,
this may look surprising. Even so,
Trump has reasons to be careful.
Iran is not Venezuela. It is nearly
as big as Western Europe and
remains a military power, despite
being degraded by the Israeli and
the US military action last year.
One must also remember that
Iran's retaliatory strikes on Israel
last year forced the Jewish state
to agree to a ceasefire, some-
thing it wasn't used to in the case
of its other enemies, like Hamas
or Hezbollah. Also, the US mili-
tary had been preparing to invade
Venezuela and kidnap Maduro for
months. Events in Iran have
moved much faster for the US
military to make similar prepara-
tions.

Trump's Options

Trump must also have been
reminded by his advisors of
America's ill-fated 1980 military
operation Eagle Claw, in which
the US attempted to rescue
American diplomats held in

tion. This doesn't mean that
Trump will not order military
strikes. But he has to listen to
his commanders and advisors
about their timing, targets and
fallout. Despite many people in

Iran loathing the Islamic Regime,
they would not like to be invaded
by Israel or its main backer, the
United States. Last summer's US
strikes only inspired patriotic
fervour in Iran. Ignoring Israel's
request, Trump avoided extend-
ing military action to topple the
regime. In this context, one
should look at Monday's state-
ment by the White House press
secretary, Karoline Leavitt, who
said that airstrikes were "one of
the many, many options that are
on the table", but that "diplomacy
is always the first option for the
president”. Around the same
time, Trump warned that the US
would impose a tariff of 25% on
"any and all business" done with
the United States by countries
that are also engaged in com-
merce with Iran.

The Power of the Revolu-

tionary Guards

Perhaps the most important
factor that may save the Islamic
regime is the all-powerful Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC). It was formed by the
regime's founder, Ayatollah
Khomeini, soon after he returned
home from exile in Paris in Feb-
ruary 1979, although he had
started recruiting its members in
France earlier. The IRGC's ini-
tial aim was to disarm the pro-
testers who took part in the revo-
lution and protect the regime
against any potential US attack
and coups. Under official patron-
age, this organisation gradually
became the most powerful per-
sonal army of the Ayatollahs,
parallel to Iran's military forces.
They even have a unit dealing
with foreign assignments called
'Quds Force', which helped cre-
ate Iran's proxies: Hezbollah in

The IRGC has nearly 200,000
armed members with its own
navy and air force. Successive
governments in Iran, with instruc-
tions from the Ayatollahs, have
also allowed it to be part of the

country's economic institutions,
like Pakistan's military. As pro-
tectors of the Islamic Revolution,
their own survival depends on the
existence of the country's Islamic
regime. So they won't let it go
without a bloody fight. Person-
nel of the security orces who
have shot and killed protesters
in the past two weeks are likely
to be members of the IRGC.
Monday's pro-regime rallies
couldn't have been organised
without the active help and par-
ticipation of this force. Any
Western military intervention will
naturally target the IRGC, as Is-
rael did last year during its war
with Iran.
Big Challenge for India

The latest unrest in Iran has
come at a difficult time for India.
Unlike Venezuela, Iranis close to
India and almost its neighbour. It
has also been an important trad-
ing partner for India. Last finan-
cial year, India exported goods
worth GBP 1.24 bn to Iran and
imported just over a third of that
amount. We recently resumed
buying oil from Iran after having
to reduce Russian oil imports due
to US pressure. Trump's latest tar-
iff threat will put that in jeopardy.
If there are US military strikes,
I[ran could carry out its threat to
close the Strait of Hormuz, a vital
artery for global crude oil. This
will hit India hard as more than
half of our oil and gas comes via
this route. A prolonged conflict
will threaten India's energy se-
curity, as our economy is depen-
dent on those imports.

Chabahar Port and
Economic Corridors

India has also invested
heavily in developing Iran's
Chabahar Port as part of its ef-

Afghanistan and Central Asia. If
Iran's regime falls or even if the
unrest continues for long, that
project will remain at least in
limbo. The same can be said for
the International North-South
Transit Corridor to link
New Delhi to Moscow
via Iran and Azerbaijan,
and the even more am-
bitious India-Middle East
Economic Corridor, de-
signed to connect India
with the Gulf, Israel and
the European Union -
announced at the G20
summit in New Delhi in
2023. The Iranian un-
rest also has strategic
implications for India.
Days before Trump or-
dered air strikes on Iran
last summer, Pakistan's
Army Chief, Asim Munir,
was invited to the White
| House and briefed
Trump about Iran. This
time, he may even offer
logistics support for any
US military action
against Iran, to stay in the good
books of Trump and seek his help
in buying American arms in re-
turn. If the Islamic regime falls
in Iran, it will have wider implica-
tions. There could be days or
even months of civil war and un-
certainty because there is no
clear alternative to the current re-
gime. Reza Pahalvi wants to re-
turn home and lead a transitional
government, but he has little sup-
port and is seen as close to Is-
rael. It's important to note that
President Trump has not even
given him an appointment to dis-
cuss his ideas. Apparently,
Trump doesn't rate Pahlavi that
highly. We may be looking at a
long period of instability in the
Middle East, which could also
give rise to anti-government
movements in other Gulf coun-
tries. That will hit their oil and gas
sectors with repercussions far
beyond their borders. Millions of
Indians live and work in these
countries. Such political up-
heaval will bring other problems
for India. The fear of instability
in the Middle East and its poten-
tial damage to the global
economy may also explain
Trump's caution in considering
military action to help Iran’s pro-
testers. Trump doesn't care about
other people's freedom or de-
mocracy; he only listens to his
instincts and looks after his own
interests. He showed that in Ven-
ezuela by ignoring the Nobel
Prize winner and the country's
popular opposition leader, Maria
Corina Machado, in favour of
Maduro's former deputy. If Iran's
protesters succeed in bringing
about change, Trump, of course,
will be the first to take credit.
Naresh Kaushik
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Ontario Stands Firm on LCBO U.S. Alcohol Ban
as Trade Tensions With Washington Persist

Ontario’s Progressive Conservative
government says it will not lift its ban on
U.S. alcohol sales at the LCBO until
American tariffs on Canadian goods are
fully removed. Finance Minister Peter
Bethlenfalvy reaffirmed the
province’s position in a year end
interview with CBC News, despite
growing pressure from U.S. offi-
cials who argue the boycott is hin-
dering broader trade negotiations.
Bethlenfalvy, who oversees the
LCBO on behalf of Premier Doug
Ford, said the government has |
been clear since early 2025 that
the ban is a direct response to tar-
iffs imposed by U.S. President
Donald Trump. Asked whether
Ontario would only lift the boycott =g
once those tariffs are completely
removed, the finance minister answered Agreement. American Ambassador Pete
unequivocally in the affirmative. He said Hoekstra has publicly suggested the ban
the move was not taken lightly but was contributes to frustration within the White
intended to send a clear signal to Wash- House. Bethlenfalvy declined to specu-

ington. The alcohol ban has become a
prominent irritant in Canada U.S. rela-
tions. U.S. trade officials have cited pro-
vincial boycotts as an obstacle to extend-
ing the Canada United States Mexico

late on why the issue has drawn such
attention but pointed to the wide range of
tariffs Canada continues to face, includ-
ing duties on steel, aluminum, autos, and
lumber. Since March, millions of dollars
worth of U.S. alcohol has re-
| mained in storage, with roughly
$80 million sitting in LCBO ware-
houses. Ontario Liberals have
urged the government to sell the
stock and donate proceeds to
charity, particularly during the holi-
day season, but the Ford govern-
ment has shown little appetite for
that option. The premier has in-
stead emphasized the symbolic
value of maintaining the ban as le-
| verage in trade talks. Bethlenfalvy
and Ford both argue that the policy
has produced unexpected benefits
for Ontario producers. According to the
finance minister, shelf space freed up by
the boycott has helped local businesses,
with VQA Ontario wine sales up sharply

and significant growth reported among
craft beer and other Ontario based prod-
ucts. Ford echoed that message, prais-
ing the quality of local wine and high-
lighting increased visibility for homegrown
brands. Looking ahead, Bethlenfalvy said
the province is closely watching the ex-
pected CUSMA renegotiations in 2026
and supports the federal government’s
approach.

Prime Minister Mark Carney has
said he will prioritize securing a long term
and stable agreement, including protec-
tions for supply management.
Bethlenfalvy said Ontario wants certainty
and is aligned with Ottawa’s push for a
deal that supports workers and industry
over the long term. The finance minister
also addressed broader economic pres-
sures facing the province. U.S. tariffs
have contributed to Ontario’s unemploy-
ment rate rising to 7.8 per cent, a level
projected to persist through much of
2026.

Canada Braces for Hard Choices as Trump Reopens

As Canada, the United States, and
Mexico prepare to reopen negotiations
on the Canada United States Mexico
Agreement in 2026, trade experts warn
Ottawa may be forced into difficult and
politically risky compromises to keep
the pact alive.

The agreement, negotiated
during U.S. President Donald Trump’s
first term, currently governs nearly two
trillion dollars in annual North Ameri-
can trade and shields most Canadian
exports from U.S. tariffs. Despite that,
Trump has repeatedly suggested he
could allow the deal to expire or re-
place it with separate bilateral agree-
ments. Most analysts believe CUSMA
is likely to survive the review process,
but not without cost. Scott Lincicome
of the Cato Institute said the agree-
ment will probably endure, though he
would not be surprised if negotiations
collapse given the administration’s con-
frontational approach. He noted that
while CUSMA still offers Canada ad-
vantages, U.S. tariffs on Canadian im-
ports are now at their highest level in
more than three decades, despite
Washington’s claims of being disad-
vantaged by Canadian protectionism.
According to current U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative Jamieson Greer, Washing-

CUSMA Talks and Sign

ton wants progress on three major
files. These include Canada’s dairy
supply management system, the
Online News Act, and the Online
Streaming Act. Together, these policies
have become central flashpoints in the
lead up to negotiations, with U.S. offi-
cials arguing they restrict market ac-
cess and discriminate against Ameri-
can companies. Canada’s dairy sup-
ply management regime is expected to
be one of the most contentious issues.
The system limits imports and controls
prices to protect domestic farmers,
particularly in Quebec and parts of
Ontario. While Canada has already
granted limited tariff free access to
U.S. dairy producers under CUSMA,
American lawmakers argue the quota
system unfairly favours Canadian pro-
cessors. Fen Hampson of Carleton
University said Canada has effectively
gamed the system and could resolve
the dispute through administrative re-
forms without dismantling supply man-
agement itself. He added that while
politically sensitive, gradual changes
could ease tensions without violating
existing legislation. Digital regulation
may pose an even greater risk to the
trade deal. The Online News Act re-
quires large platforms to compensate

Canadian news organizations for us-
ing their content, while the Online
Streaming Act mandates financial con-
tributions and promotion of Canadian
programming by foreign streaming ser-
vices.

Critics in Washington see
these measures as discriminatory and
potentially censorship related. Some
analysts suggest Canada could pause

als Tough Concessions

or modify implementation to take the
issues off the CUSMA table, or offer
alternative incentives such as tax cred-
its for Canadian content investment.
Christopher Sands of Johns Hopkins
University said Canada’s decision to
move ahead independently on digital
regulation, rather than aligning with
broader OECD or allied frameworks,
has left it exposed to U.S. pressure.

Man Fatally Shot on GO Bus at

Yprkdaeerminal

1 _h- I

A man has died after being shot on
board a GO bus at the Yorkdale GO Bus
Terminal in North York on Sunday night,
according to the Toronto Police Service.
Officers were called to the terminal, lo-
cated beside Yorkdale Shopping Mall,
shortly before 7 p.m. Detective Sergeant
Jason Davis of the police homicide unit
said officers arrived to find a man suf-
fering from gunshot wounds inside a bus.
Despite emergency efforts, the victim
died from his injuries.

Davis noted the terminal was
crowded at the time of the shooting, rais-
ing concerns about public safety in a
busy transit hub. Police later located and
arrested a male suspect in connection
with the incident and recovered a fire-
arm. Authorities said there are no out-

Susecrreted

standing suspects and believe the situa-
tion is contained. Investigators have not
released details about the victim, as next
of kin notifications are still underway, and
it remains unclear whether the victim and
suspect knew each other. Transit officials
said operations were temporarily dis-
rupted following the shooting. Metrolinx,
which operates GO Transit, confirmed the
terminal was closed Sunday night while
police investigated but reopened Monday
morning.

The agency said remaining pas-
sengers and GO staff were safely re-
moved from the bus after the incident.
The investigation is ongoing as police
work to determine the circumstances
leading up to the shooting and whether
additional charges will be laid.
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Cautious Allies and Global Unease: How Trump’s
Venezuela Operation Reshaped International Responses

World leaders reacted care-
fully after the United States car-
ried out a military operation in
Venezuela and captured Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro, an action
that has raised serious questions
about international law and glo-
bal stability. According to Global
News, while experts widely de-
scribed the move as a violation
of Venezuelan sovereignty, offi-
cial responses from many U.S.
allies were notably restrained,
reflecting growing uncertainty
about how to deal with an in-
creasingly unpredictable White
House. Political analysts told Glo-
bal News that the muted tone
from allied governments appears
driven by strategic caution rather
than approval. Jordi Diez, a po-
litical science professor at the
University of Guelph, said many

Canadian airlines may soon
face growing pressure to im-
prove onboard service, aircraft
quality, and customer experi-
ence as the federal government
expands air access for carri-
ers from the Middle East. Ot-
tawa has moved to loosen long
standing restrictions on flights
from Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, a deci-
sion that aviation experts say
could significantly alter the
competitive landscape for inter-
national travel to and from
Canada.

Aviation analyst John
Gradek of McGill University told
CBC News that airlines from the
Middle East are widely regarded
as global leaders in passenger
experience. He said increased
access for these carriers is
likely to push Canadian airlines
to re evaluate their service stan-
dards if they want to compete
effectively. Gradek said the
move will challenge major play-
ers such as Air Canada,
WestdJet, and Air Transat to up-
grade amenities, aircraft inte-
riors, and overall customer ser-
vice. Middle Eastern airlines,
particularly Emirates, have built
a global reputation for premium
offerings that extend even into
economy class. Online videos
showcasing luxury cabins, high
end meals, and onboard

countries are wary of provoking
retaliation from Washington, par-
ticularly as sensitive trade nego-
tiations continue. With the
Canada United States Mexico
Agreement up for review this
year, Diez said allies are cali-
brating their language carefully
to avoid economic conse-
quences. Legal scholars and his-
torians have been more direct in
their assessments. Luis van
Isschot, an associate professor
at the University of Toronto, said
the capture of Maduro and his
wife represents a clear breach
of international law and
Venezuela’s sovereignty. He
noted that Article 2 of the United
Nations Charter prohibits the use
of force against another state’s
political independence, a prin-
ciple echoed by the United Na-

lounges have attracted millions
of viewers and helped elevate
passenger expectations world-
wide. Gradek said these carri-
ers often rely on strong profits
from premium cabins to subsi-
dize lower economy fares, a
model that Canadian airlines
may struggle to replicate.

Canada’s relationship
with Middle Eastern aviation
has been shaped by past dip-
lomatic tensions. In 2010, Ot-
tawa limited flights from the
UAE amid concerns raised by
Air Canada about foreign car-
riers diverting Canadian pas-
sengers through overseas
hubs.

The UAE responded
by removing Canada’s access
to a military logistics base used
during the Afghanistan mission.
Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, sus-
pended flights to Canada be-
tween 2018 and 2023 following
a diplomatic dispute over hu-
man rights criticism. Prime
Minister Mark Carney has
since sought to rebuild ties with
the region as part of a broader
strategy to diversify trade away
from the United States. During
a visit to the UAE in November,
Carney secured a pledge of up
to $70 billion in investment and
emphasized that Canada in-
tends to deepen economic links
globally. Shortly afterward,

tions Secretary General, who
warned the action sets a danger-
ous precedent, according to Glo-
bal News. Despite those warn-
ings, many Western leaders
avoided explicitly condemning
the United States. Canada’s
statement called on all parties to
exercise restraint and uphold in-
ternational law without directly
referencing Washington. Similar
caution was seen in statements
from the United Kingdom and
France, where leaders criticized
Venezuela’s former government
but avoided addressing the legal-
ity of U.S. actions. Arif Z. Lalani,
a fellow at the Centre for Inter-
national Governance Innovation,
told Global News this reflects a
world grappling with uncertainty
after unilateral American military
action. Trump’s justification for

Transport Minister Steven
MacKinnon announced ex-
panded air transport agree-
ments with both Saudi Arabia
and the UAE. Under the new
arrangements, passenger
flights from Saudi Arabia to

the operation also raised broader
concerns about U.S. foreign
policy direction. During his an-
nouncement, he invoked the
Monroe Doctrine, a 19th century
framework historically used to

Middle East Airlines Set to Shake Up Canada’s Skies as Ottawa Opens Door to More Competition

Canada will increase from four
to as many as 14 per week,
while flights from the UAE will
rise from 21 to as many as 35
per week. The deal also allows
unlimited cargo flights and
grants Canadian airlines recip-

justify American intervention in
the Western Hemisphere. Ex-
perts told Global News this sig-
nals a return to power politics
based on influence rather than
rules.

rocal rights to operate the same
number of passenger flights to
the Middle East. MacKinnon
said the changes reflect
Canada’s ambition to grow ex-
port markets and strengthen
international business ties.

Ford Calls Return-to-Office Push a ‘Bump’as Ontario
Civil Servants Resume Five-Day Workweeks

Ontario Premier Doug Ford says the prov-
ince is facing a “bump” in its plan to bring all
civil servants back to the office full time, as
questions remain about whether there is
enough workspace to accommodate employ-
ees. Speaking at Queen’s Park on Monday,
Ford acknowledged logistical challenges as
the mandatory five day return to office offi-
cially took effect across the Ontario Public
Service. According to Global News, while em-

ployees are now
required to be in
the office five
days a week, the
province has yet
to confirm how
many additional
workspaces are
needed, where
they will be lo-
cated, or how
much the transi-
tion will cost.
Ford said most
workers can be
accommodated
and promised
that the total cost
of securing addi-

tional space will be made public, though no
figures have been released so far. The re-
turn to office mandate, announced last sum-
mer, formally ends remote and hybrid work
options that became standard during the

COVID pandemic.

The move has triggered protests and
strong opposition from public sector unions,
which argue that employees were more pro-
ductive working remotely and benefited from
improved work life balance. Union members
rallied at Queen’s Park and other locations,
calling for the government to reverse course.

Global News reports that unions including
AMAPCEO and CUPE say the policy was im-
posed without proper consultation and fails to
reflect reduced office capacity since 2019. A
petition opposing the mandate has collected
more than 13,000 signatures. CUPE members
at Ontario Health atHome organized a
provincewide day of action, taking lunch breaks
outside their workplaces to protest the loss of
hybrid work arrangements. Despite the

pushback, Ford defended the policy, saying
in person work reflects how most Canadians
operate. He acknowledged space constraints
but described them as manageable. Mean-
while, some agencies have been forced to de-

lay implementation.

News.

The LCBO, a provincial Crown corporation,
has postponed its return to office plans, citing
insufficient workspace. When asked why he
is able to work remotely while civil servants
are not, Ford said his role requires constant
availability year round, according to Global
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Canadian Fugitive Arrested in Spain in
Connectlon With Massive Desjardins Data Breach

A Canadian man wanted in
connection with the Desjardins
data breach that exposed the per-
sonal information of nearly 10 mil-
lion people has been arrested in
Spain after more than a year on
the run. Quebec provincial police
confirmed that Juan Pablo
Serrano, 40, was taken into cus-
tody by Spanish authorities on
Nov. 6, 2025, following a coordi-
nated international operation, ac-
cording to Global News. The ar-
rest was the result of joint efforts
involving Spanish police, the

Sareté du Québec and Interpol.
Serrano had been actively sought
since June 2024 by Quebec po-
lice financial crime and
cybercrime units for his alleged
role in the theft and resale of sen-
sitive Desjardins client data. In-
vestigators say the breach af-
fected approximately 9.7 million
clients of Desjardins Group, mak-
ing it one of the largest privacy
breaches in Canadian history.
According to police,
Serrano is accused of purchas-
ing stolen personal information

VA

from a former Desjardins em-
ployee and using that data to
carry out various fraud
schemes. Cybersecurity expert
Terry Cutler told Global News the

case was not the result of an ex-
ternal cyberattack but rather an
insider incident, noting that the
individual responsible had exces-
sive access to sensitive systems

and data. Interpol had issued a
Red Notice for Serrano, request-
ing international assistance to lo-
cate and detain him pending ex-
tradition.

Canada Launches 2026 With First Express

Entry Draw Focused on Provincial Nominees

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship
Canada has held its first Express Entry draw of
2026, issuing invitations to candidates nominated
through provincial immigration programs. The
department invited a total of 574 applicants un-
der the Provincial Nomi-
nee Program stream, sig-
naling an early continua-
tion of its targeted selec-
tion strategy. To be eli-|
gible in this draw, candi- |
dates were required to |
have a minimum Compre-
hensive Ranking System
score of 711. Applicants
also needed to have submitted their Express En-
try profile before 1:54 a.m. Universal Coordinated
Time on October 6, 2025. The high cutoff re-
flects the additional points awarded to candidates
who receive a provincial nomination, which con-
tinues to make PNP draws among the most com-

petitive within the system. This selection marks the
first Express Entry invitation round of the year and
sets the tone for how permanent residence path-
ways may unfold in 2026. While the federal gov-
ernment has indicated it will continue prioritizing
in Canada applicants, officials
have also confirmed that cat-
egory based Express Entry
draws will remain a key feature
. of the system. Based on earlier
Fgmessaging from Immigration,
- Refugees and Citizenship
_| Canada, increased draws target-
8 ing French speaking candidates

; outside Quebec are expected this
as Canada seeks to meet rising

year,
Francophone immigration targets. The department
has also announced plans to begin selecting can-
didates under a new category aimed at physicians
with Canadian work experience, though those
draws have not yet started.
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