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SS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience

at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

DANAPTV

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi,all indian, Pakistani,English and All over The
World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A9 At st srete do% 3 fewer

IAT USRS So% € 5% 3% TomT 39 ©
AUTCH 965, Held 0o, Modls, 6ceiean,
fEAEt W3 MUS € 968 T < MTEE HIS Aae d
Instagram:|AMD]DANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Bitumen: A Crude ltem's Curious Link
To Trump's Venezuela Strike - And India

Amid the pervasive gloom and jitters of geopolitics,
India has found a silver lining in innovation. It became
the first country in the world to successfully develop
bio-bitumen, a sustainable alternative to the petroleum-
based binder widely used in asphalt for building roads.
The New Delhi-based CSIR?Central Road Research
Institute and the Dehradun-based CSIR?Indian Institute
of Petroleum jointly developed commercially viable bio-
bitumen from agricultural residues such as hay (think
farm stubble, which is usually burnt). They made it
using pyrolysis, an oxygen-free heating process
popular in organic waste recycling. The Jorabat-Shillong
Expressway (NH-40) in Meghalaya now sports a 100-
metre trial stretch using bio-bitumen, demonstrating
its feasibility. Regular bitumen, which gives roads

their black top, is derived from crude oil and India * &

imports the commodity worth about $3 billion
annually.

What's the Big Deal?

On the face of it, the innovation might appear trivial,
especially when compared with headline-grabbers
such as artificial intelligence or quantum
computing. But if you consider the bitumen story
at the centre of the geopolitical storm unleashed
by President Donald Trump when he ordered the
US military to march into the capital of Venezuela
and kidnap its head of state, Nicolas Maduro, and
his wife, the achievement gets an added sheen for
its timing.

At over 300 billion barrels, Venezuela holds the
largest reserve of crude oil in the world. Crucially,
much of it is ultra-heavy crude, the richest source
of bitumen and diesel, the former crucial for transport
infrastructure and the latter for powering trucks, trains,
ships and jets. For the foreseeable future, the US will
control where Venezuelan oil flows to.

Blow to China

The heavy oil pumped out from the Orinoco fields of
the Latin American producer used to be the main

feedstock for independent Chinese refineries,
nicknamed 'teapots'. China imported 3,89,000 barrels
per day of Venezuelan crude in 2025. PetroChina built
arefinery complex in Jeiyang in Guangdong province
specifically to process heavy crude originating from
fields such as Orinoco.

Now, the US intends to steer much of that oil towards
refineries in Texas. The US is awash with light sweet
shale crude, which is used as a diluent to pump out
heavy crude. US energy secretary Chris Wright has
said that the country will ship copious amounts of
diluent to Venezuela and bring heavy oil back stateside.
The US move not only deprives China of discounted

heavy oil but also more than half of its source for

bitumen. The scarcity of bitumen can impact the
expansion and maintenance of highway networks.
At the very least, it will make it more expensive to
build roads. The other major source countries for
heavy crude are Iran, Russia and Canada. While
the former two do not produce oil as heavy as
Venezuela's, crude from the tar sands of Alberta

in Canada matches up but is costlier to transport.
The first of China's major sources of relatively cheap
heavy crude oil - Venezuela - is blocked. Buying oil
from Russia is risk-ridden as Trump will soon likely be
armed with fresh powers to impose punitive tariffs up
to 500% on sanction-defiers. Iran is gripped by an
unprecedented economic crisis and people's agitation
that could result in a regime change, jeopardising its
oil production and sales in the international grey market.
India's Advantage
Several Indian oil companies' shares rose soon after
the US attack in Caracas. While a few Indian
companies, such as ONGC, Indian Oil and Oil India,
have equity stakes in some fields in Venezuela, several
Indian refineries, especially Reliance Industries'
Jamnagar complex, are equipped to process
ultra-heavy crude oil. One of the valuable
byproducts of ultra-heavy crude is vanadium,
which is used to make steel and aluminium alloys
in the auto and aerospace industries. It is also
key to making vanadium redox flow batteries,
which have a long life and are suited for large-
scale grid storage. But it requires sophisticated
tech know-how to extract it from petroleum coke
or refinery waste. A deep tech startup and IIT
Delhi are jointly working on perfecting the
“ technology and developing a domestic vanadium
| supply chain originating from refinery waste. As
India winds down oil purchases from Russia, an
alternative source of crude oil could be
Venezuela. Reliance Industries is already eyeing
shipments from that country. Locally developed
vanadium production technology would be just in time.
India often draws fire for its apathy towards research
and development. Bio-bitumen could be a small but
significant step in bridging the gap in industrial
innovation with countries such as the US and China.
Successfully developing tech to produce vanadium from
petroleum waste would be another.
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Last week, China reported the world’s
largest ever trade surplus for 2025, a year
when Donald Trump’s tariffs on more
than 90 countries gave a jolt to the
global economic order. The Chinese
trade surplus reached a massive $1.19
trillion, despite Beijing reducing exports
to the US by 20%. It simply sold much
more to the rest of the world, including
India. The staggering $1.9 trillion trade
surplus of China is just under half the
size of India’s GDP and close to the size
of Saudi Arabia’s, a G-20 member. Last
year, China was the largest trading
partner of Brazil - in America’s
backyard, of Central Asia - in Russia’s
backyard and the Gulf countries, where
the US used to dominate. The US has
already lost Africa to Beijing; if Trump
continues with his disastrous tariff
policies, even other regions could
become China’s number one trading
partner, replacing the US.

Last week, China reported the world’s
largest ever trade surplus for 2025, a year
when Donald Trump’s tariffs on more
than 90 countries gave a jolt to the
global economic order. The Chinese
trade surplus reached a massive $1.19
trillion, despite Beijing reducing exports
to the US by 20%. It simply sold much
more to the rest of the world, including
India.

The staggering $1.9 trillion trade surplus
of China is just under half the size of
India’s GDP and close to the size of
Saudi Arabia’s, a G-20 member. Last
year, China was the largest trading
partner of Brazil - in America’s
backyard, of Central Asia - in Russia’s
backyard and the Gulf countries, where
the US used to dominate. The US has
already lost Africa to Beijing; if Trump
continues with his disastrous tariff
policies, even other regions could
become China’s number one trading
partner, replacing the US.

China has not had a global trade deficit
since 1993. It has come a long way from
being one of the world’s poorest
countries in 1978, when its leader Deng
Xiao Ping introduced economic reforms,
to becoming the world’s second largest
economy and a superpower. But in the
process, China has also transformed the
global economy, making everyone else
dependent on it, based on a model that
has created problems even for its own
people. But can this model survive?
The Making Of China’s Economic Model
Beijing’s exports-based economic model
has roots in Deng’s reforms, which paved
the way for the country to become the

world’s manufacturing hub. Large plants
and factories were set up across the
country to produce cheaper products for
the rest of the world. Gradually, millions
of Western manufacturing jobs were
outsourced to factories in China.
These state-subsidised plants forced
many factories in other countries to
close down because they could not
compete with Chinese products. As
early as 1994, silk farmers in India were
complaining that the dumping of cheap
Chinese synthetic silk in the country
was driving them out of business. Beijing
has often been accused of dumping its
products in other countries. Such
accusations have resurfaced after the
publication of the latest record surplus
figures.

But China has continued to expand its
production capacity, diversifying into
many new fields. The current Chinese
leader, Xi Jinping, has taken the
country’s economic model to a new level.
After becoming the head of the
Communist Party in 2013, he focused
on high-quality development by investing
in strategic emerging industries to
become a dominant force that could not
only challenge China’s rivals but also
control them.

Self-Reliance Or World Domination?
At the core of China’s economic
strategy is making itself self-reliant,
according to the Chinese leaders. Xi’s
10-year programme, known as Made in
China, launched in 2015 to reduce
dependence on the West, has achieved
most goals. Beijing’s unprecedented
investment in green technologies has
made it the undisputed world leader in
renewables, electric vehicles and many
other fields.

Over the weekend, China’s state media
reported that the country consumed 10.4
trillion kilowatt-hours of power in 2025,
according to the National Energy
Administration. This is more than double
the use in the United States and
exceeds the combined power
consumption in India, Russia, Japan and
the European Union. This suggests
industrial plants and Al data centres in
China are working harder than anywhere
else.

Xi has also prepared China for a trade
war with the United States and ordered
his officials to work on choke points for
its economy, which he successfully
employed last year in response to
Trump’s tariffs. As early as 2019, Xi
described rare earths and other critical
minerals as an “important strategic
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resource.” Beijing now has almost total
control over the global supply of those
minerals.

India may be a leading supplier of
pharmaceuticals, but China is the
world’s dominant producer of the
ingredients needed to make antibiotics
and other pharmaceuticals. The same
is the case in the solar power industry.
Global Domination But Domestic
Repression

China’s economic growth helped its
government to lift tens of millions of
people out of poverty and make many
others in the country rich, especially in
the early years of reform. But its model
of increasing growth by selling cheaply
to the world has had its implications. For
years, Chinese families subsidised the
country’s rise through foregone returns
while the rest of the world splurged on
discounted Chinese goods.

While the rest of the world is fighting
inflation, China is facing an acute
problem of deflation, where prices
continue to drop, discouraging
customers from buying in the fear that
goods would be even cheaper later. This
is caused by overcapacity in factories
and weak domestic demand. A
persistent decline in consumption
signals deeper economic trouble.

Last year, Chinese authorities promised
new child-care subsidies, increased
wages and better paid leaves to revive a
slowing economy. But that has failed to
have any meaningful impact. The
collapse of the property market in recent
years has also made Chinese
consumers more risk-averse, leading
them to cut back on spending.
Domestic consumption drives more than
80% of growth in the US and UK, and
about 70% in India. China’s share has
typically ranged between 50% to 55%
over the past decade. So Xi has a hard
task to encourage his countrymen to
spend more.

Falling Birth Rate

China is facing another problem that is
threatening its economic model. A
shrinking population of youngsters and
an ever-growing number of elderly
people. On Monday, the authorities
announced that the birth rate has now
fallen to the lowest level since 1949,
when Mao Zedong came to power after
leading the communist revolution. Last
year, only 7.92 million new babies were
born, a decline of 17% over 2024.

This means China will have fewer people
to work in its factories to sustain its
export-based economy. On top of that,
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young families now have to care for their
elderly parents. The Social Security
System in China is poor in comparison
to other industrialised economies. The
Chinese government has offered many
incentives to encourage youngsters to
have children and taxed contraceptives
but young Chinese are not keen to
produce babies.
Currency Manipulation
Western countries have often alleged
that China’s rise has been aided by the
manipulation of the global system, using
its state-owned or subsidised firms to
buy depressed assets in other countries,
and, above all, keeping its currency
renminbi artificially low - which makes
its products cheap.
Beijing, of course, has always denied
these allegations. But it's a fact that
China has not allowed its currency to
strengthen. For a country that aims to
challenge the United States and become
an equal, if not a larger, superpower,
China must allow its currency to
strengthen.
In the past 15 years, China has
encouraged other countries to accept its
currency and now around 30% of its
trade is settled in CNY - the basic unit
of the renminbi. But other countries are
unsure about the true value of the CNY
as it accounts for less than 2% of global
foreign exchange reserves.
An Opportunity For India?
It appears that China’s economic model
has peaked. For years, the Communist
Party government used capital controls,
artificially low deposit rates, and an
undervalued currency to canalise
household savings into industrial
sectors. China is no doubt an economic
giant and a major global power, but how
much longer can its export-led model
sustain when the social costs of
financial repression continue to grow?
Chinese economic growth of 5% is
now lower than that of India. We also
don’t have a falling birth problem. If
China’s economic model has
reached its limits, this could be an
opportunity for us to shift global
supply chains from China. This will
give a much-needed boost to India’s
manufacturing sector. But for that,
India needs to take a lesson from
China. Invest in innovation and high
produce quality goods for home and
abroad. That will be the real test of
Modi’s Make in India campaign.
(Naresh Kaushik is a former editor
at the Associated Press and BBC
News and is based in London)
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Europe Has The Weapons For Trump's Greenland Tariff War

The Cold War satirical novel The
Mouse That Roared imagined a tiny
European statelet declaring war on
the US in the hopes of being lavished
with American aid after its inevitable
defeat. It's a title that came
immediately to mind when European
nations sent three dozen soldiers to
Greenland in response to Donald
Trump's threats to wrest the island
from Danish control. The idea seems
to have been: Support Denmark, yes,
but don't antagonise the White House
when Ukrainian security is also on the
line.

Whatever the intent, it hasn't worked.
Trump's contemptuous delight in
beating up US allies was given free
rein over the weekend as he raised
the ante over the Arctic territory. It's
time for Europe to fight tariff fire with
fire.

The president threatened a 10 per cent
duty from February on US imports
from the countries sending troops:
France, Germany, Sweden, Finland,
the Netherlands, Denmark and non-
European Union members UK and
Norway. That would increase to 25 per
cent in June until a deal is reached
for his government to buy Greenland.
In a grim flashback to last year's EU-
US trade deal when the bloc had to
swallow a 15 per cent tariff on its
transatlantic exports, the underbelly
of Europe's trade-dependent, soft-
power regime is fully exposed.

The cost of such extra tariffs would
be high. Bloomberg Economics
estimates they could cut these
countries' US exports by up to 50 per
cent. Germany, Sweden and Denmark
look especially vulnerable. But
another timid acquiescence from the
Europeans would be disastrous. This
is textbook economic bullying, driven
by a leader who recently said the only
limitation on his global powers was
"(his) own mind." If last year's tariff
deal is already being rewritten on the
fly by the Americans, where will it

stop? There has to be a point when
even mice do more than squeak
apologetically and submit to worse
trade terms than China.The Cold War
satirical novel The Mouse That Roared
imagined a tiny European statelet
declaring war on the US in the hopes
of being lavished with American aid
after its inevitable defeat. It's a title
that came immediately to mind when
European nations sent three dozen
soldiers to Greenland in response to
Donald Trump's threats to wrest the
island from Danish control. The idea
seems to have been: Support
Denmark, yes, but don't antagonise
the White House when Ukrainian
security is also on the line.
Whatever the intent, it hasn't worked.
Trump's contemptuous delight in
beating up US allies was given free
rein over the weekend as he raised
the ante over the Arctic territory. It's
time for Europe to fight tariff fire with
fire.

The president threatened a 10 per cent
duty from February on US imports
from the countries sending troops:
France, Germany, Sweden, Finland,
the Netherlands, Denmark and non-
European Union members UK and
Norway. That would increase to 25 per
cent in June until a deal is reached
for his government to buy Greenland.
In a grim flashback to last year's EU-
US trade deal when the bloc had to
swallow a 15 per cent tariff on its
transatlantic exports, the underbelly
of Europe's trade-dependent, soft-
power regime is fully exposed.

The cost of such extra tariffs would
be high. Bloomberg Economics
estimates they could cut these
countries' US exports by up to 50 per
cent. Germany, Sweden and Denmark
look especially vulnerable. But
another timid acquiescence from the
Europeans would be disastrous. This
is textbook economic bullying, driven
by a leader who recently said the only
limitation on his global powers was

"(his) own mind." If last year's tariff
deal is already being rewritten on the
fly by the Americans, where will it
stop? There has to be a point when
even mice do more than squeak
apologetically and submit to worse
trade terms than China.So even as
Germany appears to be shipping its
dozen or so soldiers back home — job
done, apparently — European leaders
must be ready to play hardball if these
levies materialise. The starting point
is bolstering the European
Parliament's threat to hold back
approval of last year's trade
agreement, which was hailed by
Trump's administration as providing
"unprecedented levels of market
access" for American products. The
deal has not stopped the US from
trying to strongarm Brussels into
going easy on the tech barons of
Silicon Valley and Seattle over
regulations and antitrust.

It is time, too, to unbox the EU's
"bazooka" for the fight ahead: The
bloc's Anti-Coercion Instrument is
explicitly designed to defend
member states put under tariff
pressure by foreign powers. It
allows retaliation beyond customs
duties, and can potentially restrict
market access for titans like
Google owner Alphabet Inc. That's
a much bigger stick than the usual
clobbering of more niche US
companies, such as Harley-
Davidson motorcycles with higher
import taxes. French President
Emmanuel Macron, still nursing his
wounds after failing to stop an EU
trade deal with Latin America hated
by French farmers, favors this trade
weapon - and he's been backed by
German industrial association
VDMA. "Europe must not allow itself
to be blackmailed,” its president
wrote over the weekend.

Then comes the longer-term
question of whether Europe can get
by on defence and security without

American backing —in Ukraine first and
foremost - the answer to which was a
resounding no last year when the EU
had to accept the 15 per cent levy. But
just as those transatlantic trade terms
have barely survived the New Year, last
year's rush to declare the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization as being
back and better than ever under
"Daddy" Trump looks wildly premature.
Denmark is right to say that a hostile
takeover of Greenland would be the end
of the alliance as we know it. Trump's
new threats go beyond the NATO "brain
death" that Macron spoke of a few
years back, and toward something like
the forced obedience of the Soviet
bloc's Warsaw Pact. To avoid this
miserable fate, the rearming of Europe
is ever more urgent. European unity
will be found wanting, of course.
Poland and Italy are not on the tariff
list and will doubtless try to
deescalate. Trump's continental
MAGA allies can be counted on to sow
discord. The UK, under the cautious
stewardship of Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, may pursue its own routes to
exemptions. Nor will Europe be under
any illusion: If the White House is
determined to take Greenland in the
face of opposition from the American
public, Congress, the EU, NATO and
the overwhelming majority of
Greenlanders, it will succeed. Former
Trump adviser Steve Bannon recently
called the Arctic "the Great Game of
the 21st century." But if the status of
American ally means being subjected
to trade and technological
subservience rather than being
lavished with Cold War-style aid,
cutting loose will become preferable.
Trump's arrogant, unnecessary
aggression over Greenland may well
become that moment. Canada is
getting closer to China, even though
it shares a 5,525 mile border with the
US. In today's White House, reality
has outpaced fiction. Europe's mice
must quickly find their inner tigers.
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All Talk, No Take-Off: The Reality Of Pakistan's JF-17 Hype

Pakistan's defence export industry received a
noticeable platform in recent months, with the JF-
17 Thunder Block llIl emerging at the heart of
military negotiations extending to Southeast Asia,
West Asia, and Africa. The origins of this
momentum can be traced to Azerbaijan beginning
deliveries of its first units in October 2025, making
it the third foreign operator of the JF-17. This was
followed by Myanmar's order in 2015 and Nigeria's
induction of the jet in 2021. The trajectory
accelerated further in December 2025, when the
Libyan National Army (LNA) and Pakistan
announced a defence deal that reportedly included
JF-17s. Joining the list of countries that have
shown interest are Bangladesh, Indonesia and Iraq,
while Saudi Arabia is reported to be exploring
unconventional arrangements such as converting
approximately USD 2 billion in existing Pakistani
debt into a fleet of fighter jets.

The spotlight Pakistan presently finds itself under,
particularly in the aftermath of the May 2025
conflict with India, is less about a single jet and
more about a broader rebranding effort. The
developments appear to be an attempt by a
security-centric and economically weak state to
reposition itself from a traditional defence client
to a potential defence exporter. In that context,
Pakistan's military aviation industry is advancing
as an instrument of economic relief and a vehicle
for strategic posturing. These ambitions are
underpinned by official statements, with Pakistan's
Minister for Defence Production, Raza Hayat
Haraj, reportedly confirming Islamabad's active
negotiations with 'several countries' for JF-17
Thunder jets' sale.

Pipe Dreams

That said, these source-based discussions,
expressions of interests, and politically-charged
statements are not cemented in finalised
agreements. Defence sales, especially involving
combat aircraft, are capital-intensive, protracted
processes that require a robust and reliable
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production capacity. These are further complicated
by factors like training, sustainment packages,
and post-delivery spare parts and upgrade services.
As such, the expansion of Pakistan's military-
industrial complex can be judged by its ability to
convert palpable diplomatic rhetoric into concrete
defence partnerships. Separately, the co-
development of the 4.5-generation JF-17 with China
informs both ambition and structural restraints in
this area. The potential for defence deals to be
complicated is further identified by the requirement
for Beijing's consent for any export contract,
thereby placing Pakistan's ambitions within the
restrictions of its industrial and political
relationship with China.

These deals should also be viewed through the
lens of Pakistan's underlying defence-industrial
capacity. Pakistan's economic challenges, foreign
exchange limitations, and high dependency on
external supporters are likely to create hurdles in
its ability to meet long-term obligations related to
spare parts exports, maintenance infrastructure,
and overall operational support. The country's
military-industrial complex also remains restrained
with nominal private sector integration.
Exploiting The Vulnerable

Potentially in acknowledgement of its own position,
Pakistan seems to be targeting a niche market -
conflict-ridden and economically fragile countries
seeking affordable alternatives to Western and
Russian suppliers. For many of these countries,
Western deals are chained by political
conditionalities, sanctions risks, and rights'
scrutiny, while Russian platforms face supply chain
disruptions in light of its conflict with Ukraine. This
leaves a small room for Pakistan's pitch of cost-
effective jets with fewer political prerequisites in
the global arms market.

However, this pitch falls short considering that the
Chinese People's Liberation Army Air Force
(PLAAF) itself does not induct the JF-17, despite
co-producing the aircraft. This has not prevented

Pakistan from presenting the May 2025 conflict
with India as a sales pitch to potential buyers in
the global arms market. This is especially evident
in Pakistani officials' statements citing the jet's
combat performance as proof of industrial
credibility; Pakistan claimed to have shot down
Indian jets, specifically advancing the narrative of
Chinese-Pakistani hardware achieving escalation
dominance over French-made Rafale and Russia's
S-400 defence systems. The Indian government
has not provided any details on aircraft losses in
the conflict. Nonetheless, for Pakistan, projecting
advantage over India or parity with its bigger
adversary serves both purposes - domestic
legitimacy and international signalling.

India Should Be Careful, But Not Anxious

For India, there is no cause for immediate alarm.
The countries currently showing interest in or
engaging in defence deals with Pakistan are not
Indian adversaries, and nor do they possess the
capacity to alter the power-balance in the
subcontinent. Nevertheless, New Delhi will remain
wary of the increasing engagements between
Pakistan and Bangladesh through various channels
- now including talks of defence deals - since the
fall of the Sheikh Hasina government in 2024. For
Pakistan, such agreements with Dhaka offer
avenues to build bridges without engaging directly
on sensitive issues of the 1971 partition or
historical grievances.

Most importantly, media visibility
should not overshadow the prevailing economic
and political realities in Pakistan. Even if a
handful of JF-17 deals do materialise, they
severely lack the capacity to generate the
revenue required to stabilise Pakistan's
economic crises or meaningfully boost
Pakistan's defence-industrial base. Ultimately,
Pakistan's aspirational position and reputation
in the defence market will depend on its
capacity and consistency rather than rhetoric
and media memorandums.
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The unflnlshed joumey of a I|vmg Constrtutlon

Every year, when we celebrate our
Republic Day, it is a matter of pride,
joy and fulfillment. Surviving all these
years — enduring three wars,
insurgencies, countless natural

disasters, epidemics and what have :

— as a nation is no mean feat. All
these years, Constitution of India has
remained a beacon of light, guiding

and showing path when it was pitch ¢

dark. It is also a time for national
introspection.

When the Constitution was _

adopted in 1950, it was not merely
the end of the British Raj in technical
terms, it was the beginning of a
complex experiment in governance
and in protecting the idea of India; of
governing a civilisation-state
democratically with collective
responsibility. India went on to
rebuild itself brick-by-brick as the
world watched eagerly the unique
Indian experiment.
Many nations that won
independence along with India in the
aftermath of the Second World War
tumbled into dictatorships,
economic mess, and their fragile
democracies were quickly replaced
by army rule after coups. India,
though it went through tough times,
endured and came out with flying
colours.

Seventy-six years later, the
Indian Republic stands tall,
vindicating that the dream the
founding fathers of the Constitution
envisaged has indeed not only
survived but has excelled in many
ways. A big credit for this goes to

the Constitution, which is flexible yet
firm, pluralistic, yet ensured unity and
maintains a fine balance among the three
pillars of the state-the Legislature, the
Executive, and the Judiciary.

To rebuild a country after the
economic exploitation of colonial rule was
not easy. A country that was largely
illiterate, chose universal adult franchise.
It adopted democracy despite the fact
that it is a Western construct and
requires informed and educated citizens
to make the right choices.

Yet, the Constituent Assembly, led by
BR Ambedkar, drafted a Constitution
that relied upon the acumen and wisdom
of the Indian people; they may have
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lacked formal education, but their

wisdom, gathered over centuries,
guided their hand when they voted to
govern themselves. Barring for the short
period of ‘Emergency’ Indian democracy
has survived all challenges thrown at
it. India has transitioned from food
scarcity to food security, from a
controlled economy to one of the
world’s fastest-growing major
economies, and from diplomatic
marginality to global relevance. A
large chunk of the people has been
lifted out of poverty; access to
education, healthcare, infrastructure,
and digital connectivity has expanded.
Yet, the Republic’s work is far from

complete. Econom|c growth has not
always translated into equitable
prosperity. Inequality-of income,
opportunity, and social capital-remains
a pressing challenge. Social harmony
is fragile, often strained by polarisation,
misinformation, and identity anxieties.
‘Vande Mataram’, the eternal song of love
for the motherland, which President
Droupadi Murmu mentioned in her
speech, must guide us forward. Keeping
the spirit of Vande Mataram alive means
respecting diversity and freedom to
disagree. It also means recognising that
love for the motherland is best expressed
through justice, empathy, and
constitutional fidelity.
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Pak Blames India For 'Losing’ Afghanistan.
Numbers Tell A Different Story

So finally, a Taliban diplomat is officially
in charge in Delhi. The Taliban's newly
appointed ambassador to India, Noor
Ahmad Noor, took charge of the Afghan
Embassy in Delhi last week. A statement
issued by the Taliban's embassy in India
on Monday said he met Anand Prakash,
Joint Secretary of the Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Iran Division at the Ministry
of External Affairs, with discussions
focusing on strengthening political and
trade ties, including easing visa
procedures.

Interestingly, just about a year ago, on
January 8, India's Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri had met Muttagi, the Taliban
foreign minister, in Dubai for "detailed
discussions" on bilateral relations. This
was the first high-level meeting between
the two sides following the Taliban's sweep
to power in Kabul in August 2021; it came
after a gap of four years. Following the
meeting, the Taliban Foreign Ministry
termed New Delhi a “significant regional
partner.” By then, the rift between the
Taliban and Pakistan had come to the fore
-itwas a time when Pakistan had launched
airstrikes in Afghanistan's bordering
regions to flush out terrorists, but which,
according to the Taliban, had instead
ended up claiming more civilian lives. The
spokesperson for the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs had criticised the Pakistani
air strike on Afghanistan and the loss of
civilian lives.

So finally, a Taliban diplomat is officially
in charge in Delhi. The Taliban's newly
appointed ambassador to India, Noor
Ahmad Noor, took charge of the Afghan
Embassy in Delhi last week. A statement
issued by the Taliban's embassy in India
on Monday said he met Anand Prakash,
Joint Secretary of the Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Iran Division at the Ministry
of External Affairs, with discussions
focusing on strengthening political and
trade ties, including easing visa
procedures.

Interestingly, just about a year ago, on
January 8, India's Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri had met Muttaqi, the Taliban
foreign minister, in Dubai for "detailed
discussions" on bilateral relations. This
was the first high-level meeting between
the two sides following the Taliban's sweep
to power in Kabul in August 2021; it came
after a gap of four years. Following the
meeting, the Taliban Foreign Ministry
termed New Delhi a “significant regional
partner.” By then, the rift between the
Taliban and Pakistan had come to the fore
-itwas a time when Pakistan had launched
airstrikes in Afghanistan's bordering
regions to flush out terrorists, but which,
according to the Taliban, had instead
ended up claiming more civilian lives. The
spokesperson for the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs had criticised the Pakistani
air strike on Afghanistan and the loss of
civilian lives.

A Slew Of Visits

Since then, ties between India - which had
been reluctant till then to extend
recognition to the Taliban - and the Taliban
have been dynamically developing. Three
high-level visits have taken place by
Taliban officials to Delhi in quick
succession. The acting Taliban foreign
minister, Mullah Amir Khan Muttaq, visited
India in October, followed by trade minister

Haji Nooruddin Azizi, and, more recently,
in December, the acting Health Minister
Noor Jalal Jalali. New Delhi announced that
it was upgrading its representative office
in Kabul to a full-fledged embassy. And
now, it has welcomed the first official
Taliban envoy to be stationed in Delhi.
Noori's arrival coincided with a diatribe by
the Pakistani Information Minister,
Attaullah Tarar. Lashing out at the growing
diplomatic engagement between the
Taliban and India, he questioned the nature
of their cooperation. While accusing the
Taliban of allowing Afghan soil to be used
for attacks against Pakistan, funded by
“foreign designs”, he bluntly asked, “What
kind of Islam is this where you take money
from India to carry out explosions here?”
Pak Needs To Look Within

The accusations come as Pakistan faces
a surge in militant violence, with over 5,000
terror incidents reported in 2025. However,
to allege that India was behind them is a
pathetic reflection of Pakistan's own
desperation. After all, even in a world of
constant geopolitical realignments and
strategic shifts, the speed with which
India-Taliban and Pakistan-Taliban
relations have redefined themselves is rare.
The only consistency is that Islamabad
continues to be at odds with whoever
happens to be in power in Kabul.

The appointment of Noor Ahmad Noor is
significant for the Taliban's efforts to
expand diplomatic presence abroad and
gain greater international engagement. In
this, India is neither the first nor the only
country to accept a Taliban envoy. It is
following a regional consensus. China was
technically the first one to accept an official
Taliban envoy in Beijing, followed by
Moscow, Tashkent, Astana, Jakarta, and,
of course, Pakistan.

India's View

In fact, Afghanistan is perhaps the only
foreign policy success for India in its
turbulent neighbourhood. As Bangladesh
deepens relations with Pakistan, whose
intelligence and army are now actively
playing a role in bilateral relations, India's
presence in Afghanistan gives it strategic
depth there. On the other hand, India, as
recently stated by External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar, is continuing with its time-
tested humanitarian and people-centric
approach to Afghanistan, building on the

already existing goodwill in the country
towards India.
But cultivating ties with the Taliban also

opens up enormous economic
opportunities for India. Afghanistan
requires massive investments in almost
all sectors of the country. It is seeking
India's help and expertise in textiles and
pharmaceuticals, but requires investment
and technology in its trillion-dollar mining
and infrastructure sectors, in some of
which India has successfully implemented
under the previous government.

The Trade Data

Pakistan's frequent closure of its borders
with Afghanistan and weaponisation of
trade and transit routes have forced
Afghanistan to seek greater trade and
activities through other routes and
countries, and India has won hands down
here. Afghanistan has rerouted much of
its trade away from Pakistan to trade with
Central Asia and Iran, and through the
Chabahar port with India. It has also started
substituting many items earlier sourced
from Pakistan with exports from elsewhere.
Pharma is the top sector where the Taliban
is replacing many items sourced from
Pakistan with those from India. Even as
Pakistan's trade with Afghanistan has
dipped, the latter's trade with India has
soared. The crisis has badly hurt transit
trade between Afghanistan and Pakistan,
which has already fallen from $6.7 billion
in FY23 to $1.01 billion in FY25. With
economic ties still suspended, bilateral
trade fell to $594 million in the first half
of the 2025-2026 fiscal year, down from
$1.26 billion in the same period of 2024-
2025.

Conversely, data from Afghanistan's
trade ministry shows that India has
emerged as Afghanistan's largest export
market in October 2025 - that is, exactly
during the same period when the border
with Pakistan has been closed -
importing goods worth $103.9 million of
Afghanistan's total exports of $274.9
million.

Suspension Of Trade With Pak
Speaking to Radio Hurriyat, a Taliban-
affiliated outlet, Zabihullah Mujahid, the
Taliban's chief spokesperson, said
significant progress had been made in
relations with New Delhi and that the
trend was expected to continue. He said

that the Taliban values its relations with
India and wants to expand cooperation,
particularly in healthcare and
commerce, thanking India for its
humanitarian assistance, including the
supply of vaccines, medicines and food
aid, and said Afghanistan's needs
require stronger bilateral relations.
Meanwhile, the Taliban have
suspended trade with Pakistan totally
and have refused to open the border till
such time that Pakistan significantly
improves relations, putting the onus for
the reopening of the borders on the
latter.

This is another source of angst for
Pakistan, with its conflict with the
Taliban becoming an economic one
NOw.

While border closures with Pakistan
have brought considerable losses to
Afghanistan, the loss for Pakistani
traders has been greater. Pakistani
exporters are reportedly losing an
estimated $177 million per month due
to restricted cross-border trade.
Besides, the disruption of Afghanistan's
transit trade through Karachi Port has
also resulted in losses for Pakistani
transport companies, warehouses, port
activities, transit revenues, etc. While
Pakistan has now called for the
reopening of border crossings,
Afghanistan seems to be in no hurry to
do so, demanding that any such
resumption be within a framework of
strict conditions.

It's About Timing

India, on the other hand, has been
doing more than just filling the gaps
left behind by the Af-Pak conflict in
the supply of commodities to
Afghanistan. While actively using the
Chabahar port for trade with and for
sending cargo to Afghanistan, it has
also decided to activate air corridors
between Indian cities and Kabul. This
has not only reduced Afghanistan's
dependence on Pakistan, but such
economic activity will also incentivise
the Taliban to ensure stability for India's
trade with Central Asia, to which
Pakistan has always played the
spoilsport. In turn, Afghanistan will be
able to realise its potential as a trade
hub in the region, bypassing Pakistan.



19 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #530

FRIDAY, 30 JANUARY, 2026

Why India Must Applaud - And Learn
From - Carney's Davos Speech

In the frost-bitten landscape of
Davos this week, Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney delivered a
speech that was less diplomatic
routine and more clarion call. In
essence, he outlined a manual for
survival that resonated around the
world.

Addressing the World
Economic Forum, Carney - aman
who transitioned from the central
banking boardrooms of London
and Ottawa to the helm of a G7
nation - spoke of a rupture in the
global system rather than a mere
transition. He announced the
death of the rules-based
international order, warning that
the grim reality where, in
Thucydides' classic formulation,
“the strong do what they can while
the weak suffer what they must",
is no longer a historical footnote,
but our current lived experience.
He was greeted with a standing
ovation. Many leaders wished they
had had the courage, or the nerve,
to deliver a version of the same
speech themselves.

For an Indian audience,
Carney's analysis should ring with
a familiar, if unsettling, clarity. As
we navigate 2026, the global
architecture we once relied upon
for trade and security, and served
to define our place in the world,
is being systematically
dismantled by President Trump's
great-power transactionalism. We
need to be as honest with
ourselves about the situation as
Carney was in his speech.

A Prescription For India, Too

Carney's prescription for
Canada - building strength at
home, diversifying abroad, and
forming issue-by-issue coalitions
- offers a compelling mirror for
India's own journey. Indeed, these
are the very elements | have been
stressing in my columns and
speeches over the past year.
However, for a subcontinental
giant like India, the path forward
requires a delicate balance
between Carney's approach and
our own aspirations: endorsing
the middle-power solidarity
Carney suggests while carving out
a unique trajectory rooted in our
own strategic autonomy. Carney's
most potent observation was that
nostalgia is not a strategy, urging
nations to stop waiting for a return
to the 1990s and to accept that
economic integration is now being
misused as a weapon. Whether
through aggressive tariffs or the
weaponisation of financial
chokepoints, the era of trade as
mutual benefit is being replaced
by an ethos of coercion.

India has long sensed this
shift. From our refusal to join the

RCEP to our Atmanirbhar Bharat computing, India and Japan can world.

mission, New Delhi has

lead the way in creating open-
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proactively moved toward "de-
risking" long before the term
became a Brussels buzzword.
We must endorse the Canadian
call for clarity; we cannot live
within the lie that global
institutions like the World Trade
Organization (WTO) or the UN
Security Council will protect our
interests in their current paralysed
states. Resilience today is not
about isolation, but about a
sovereignty anchored in the ability
to withstand external pressure.
The Great 'Middle’
This leads directly to the
power of the "middle". One of the
most actionable parts of the
Carney Doctrine is the call for
middle powers to band together,
arguing that while hegemons can
go it alone, everyone else is on
the menu if they aren't at the table
(a phrase | have used myself for
two decades, but which has never
seemed as apposite as now).
India finds itself in a unique
position here. While we often view
ourselves as a leading power
rather than a middle power, the
tactical benefits of Carney's
approach are immense. There is
a natural common cause to be
made with nations like Canada,
the UK, Japan, ASEAN and the
EU (and maybe even Russia).
For instance, Canada's
massive investment in minerals
and energy is a direct
opportunity for India's electric
vehicle and green-tech
ambitions. By joining "buyers'
clubs” with the G7 and Canada,
India can secure supply chains
that are currently choked by a
single-source monopoly. Similarly,
in the realms of Al and quantum

source democratic standards,
instead of being trapped under a
digital iron curtain that seems to
be falling between the US and
China. Much like Canada's
decision to join European defence
procurement initiatives, India can
deepen its Indo-European
security ties with Germany and
France, without giving up its first-
mover advantage with Russia, to
hedge against a potentially
inward-looking United States. By
collaborating with these powers,
India avoids the vassalage of the
re-emerging bipolar world. As a
"multi-aligned" power, we aren't
choosing a side, we are building
a network.
A Table Of Our Own

However, where Carney
speaks for a nation of 40 million,
New Delhi stands up for 1.4 billion.
Our scale dictates that we cannot
simply be a member of a middle-
power bloc; we must be an
anchor. There are significant
areas where India must deviate
from the Carney blueprint and
follow its own path of strategic
autonomy, most notably
regarding our leadership of the
Global South - who represent the
Silenced Majority of the human
race. While Carney focuses on
values-based trade with the
West, India's destiny is
inextricably linked to the Global
South. Our influence in Africa
and Southeast Asia is not just
about trade; it is about providing
an alternative model of
development that is neither
Western-prescriptive nor
Chinese-coercive. India must
remain the bridge between the
Davos elite and the developing

Furthermore, we must

world where influence is acquired
less by achieving a seat at the
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navigate the Russia-China
paradox with a level of
pragmatism that middle powers
in the West do not require. For
Canada, Russia is a clear-cut
adversary. For India, the
relationship is nuanced by
decades of defence history,
diplomatic support and a
pragmatic need for energy
security. Our multi-alignment
strategy - in this case, engaging
with the Quad while maintaining
our involvement with BRICS - is
a necessity. And unlike Canada,
which just signed a major
agreement with China in Beijing,
we have a long-disputed frontier
with China, which Beijing
periodically probes. Canada
does not have Chinese troops
nibbling away at its territory.
Nonetheless, we must
continue to resist the pressure to
pick a side in conflicts that do not
serve our immediate national
interest. This external autonomy
must be backed by domestic
fortresses. Carney spoke of
building strength at home through
tax reform and inter-provincial
trade, but India's task is more
Herculean. Our fortress must be
built on the rapid formalisation of
our economy, the massive skilling
of our youth, and the creation of
atechnological infrastructure and
a manufacturing base that can
serve as a global alternative to
China. Our strategic autonomy is
only as strong as our GDP growth.
What 'Power' Now Means
The world Carney describes is
one of variable geometry - a
messy, fragmented, but highly
active international system. We
are moving toward a multinodal

UN Security Council (whose
relevance is increasingly
questioned), and more by the
leverage that comes from the
relevance of one's domestic
market and the attractiveness and
reliability of one's exports. To
cope, India must be both
principled and pragmatic. Multi-
alignment and strategic autonomy
are not just slogans: they must
be instruments of obtaining and
deploying the leverage we are still
developing and have not yet fully
acquired.

India should applaud Carney
for calling out the hypocrisy of the
old order and join him in building
new, resilient trade corridors. But
we must also remember that in
the "world of fortresses" that the
Canadian decried, India is a
continent-sized entity. Our best
defence is not just a seat at the
table, but the realisation that we
can construct our own table at
which others will wish to be
served.

Carney said he wanted to
move from reliance on "the
strength of our values” to "the
value of our strength”. In that area,
India has so much more strength
to invest in, from its imminent
ascent to being the world's third-
largest economy, to its
increasingly-acknowledged
status as a first-tier Al power, to
the value of its pluralism and
diversity and the allure of its soft
power.

From the Himalayas to
the Indian Ocean, it is our job to
ensure that while the old rules
may be fading, the new ones will
not be written without us

Shashi Tharoo
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Decline in GTHA Condo
Sales: Impact of Economic
Trends and Project

Cancellations

Sales of newly completed
condominiums in the Greater
Toronto Hamilton Area (GTHA)
experienced a significant de-
cline last year, reaching the low-
est levels since 1991. This
downturn in the market was
marked by the cancellation of
a record 28 active condo
projects, reflecting a shift in
both developer confidence and
consumer demand within the
region. The drop in sales can
be attributed to various factors
that are currently influencing the
housing market in the GTHA.
Economic conditions, rising in-
terest rates, and changing
buyer preferences have all
played a role in the decreased
activity observed in the condo-
minium segment. The combi-
nation of these elements has
led to a challenging environment
for developers and prospective
homeowners alike. As the
GTHA grapples with these
changes, the impact on the real
estate market is becoming in-
creasingly apparent. The can-
cellation of numerous projects
indicates a hesitancy among
developers to invest in new ven-
tures at a time when market un-
certainty prevails. This situation
may lead to an even tighter
supply of housing options in the
future, further complicating the
market dynamic. Additionally,
this decline in condominium
sales could have broader impli-
cations for the local economy.
Real estate development often
serves as a significant driver of
economic activity, and a slow-
down in this sector may affect
various related industries, in-
cluding construction and retail.
Stakeholders are closely moni-
toring these trends as they
navigate the complexities of the
current market landscape.
Looking ahead, it remains to be
seen how the GTHA will re-
spond to these challenges.

Toronto Zoo Sets Sights on 1.4 Million Visitors for
2026 Following Weather-Impacted Year

SCARBOROUGH, ON —
The Toronto Zoo has officially
launched its 2026 operational
plan, setting an ambitious atten-
dance target of 1,395,000 visi-
tors. This new goal comes as the
zoo looks to rebound from a chal-
lenging 2025 season where envi-
ronmental factors and economic
shifts led to a significant atten-
dance shortfall.

A Look Back: The 2025
Shortfall In 2025, the Toronto Zoo
aimed to host 1.39 million guests
but concluded the year with ap-
proximately 1.26 million attend-
ees—roughly 130,000 fewer than
projected. In reports to the Board
of Management, officials cited
two primary “uncontrollable” fac-
tors for the discrepancy: Ex-
treme Weather Events: Record-

breaking summer heat waves (ex-
ceeding 32°C) and volatile winter
ice storms discouraged outdoor
visitation during peak periods.
Economic Pressures:
Rising inflation and economic un-
certainty impacted discretionary
spending, leading families to

scale back on recreatlonal out-
ings Despite the lower gate num-
bers, the zoo saw a “silver lin-

ing” in its financial resilience.
Membership renewals and edu-
cational program enroliments re-
mained steady, and spend-per-
guest metrics actually in-

creased, helping to offset the
loss in total ticket volume. The
2026 Strategy: Innovation and
Conservation To bridge the gap
and reach its new 1.395 million
target, the zoo is pivoting toward
“all-weather” and “evening-spe-
cific” attractions. Key develop-
ments for the 2026 season in-
clude: The Community Con-
servation Centre: Scheduled to
open in late 2026, this hub will
allow guests to see behind-the-
scenes science, including the
famous Blanding’s Turtle
Headstart Program in partner-
ship with Rouge National Urban
Park. Evening Lantern Festival:
A new marquee event launchingin
Fall 2026 designed to drive 150,000
additional visits during the tradition-
ally slower shoulder season.

Final Testing Underway for Eglinton Cross-
town LRT: Launch Expected by February

The TTC is making significant
progress in its efforts to finalize the test-
ing procedures for the Eglinton Crosstown
LRT. As the agency approaches critical
milestones, the focus remains on =~
ensuring that all components of the % e

light rail transit system are thor-
oughly evaluated and ready for pas-
sengers. This final phase of testing

is integral to the overall success and
safety of the project.In light of the
ongoing testing, the TTC aims to
have the Eglinton Crosstown LRT op-
erational by February. This timeline %, *
reflects the organization’s commit-
ment to delivering the project to the
public in a timely manner while main-

taining high standards of safety and

efficiency. The initiative is part of a
broader strategy to enhance public trans-
portation options within the region. The
Eglinton Crosstown LRT is anticipated to

significantly improve transit connectivity
across the city. With a reliable and mod-
ern transit system, residents and visitors
alike will benefit from reduced travel times

and increased accessibility. The introduc-
tion of this service is expected to posi-
tively impact local communities and stimu-
late economic growth. As the final testing

continues, the TTC emphasizes the im-
portance of rigorous evaluations to ensure
all systems function correctly. Phase
testing includes a comprehensive as-

sessment of trains, tracks, and
station infrastructure, all of which
are vital to the operational readi-

%, 4
tpa”b@
Q"i&,

'%Q? ness of the LRT. The agency is
%,%% *“, dedicated to addressing any chal-
lenges that may arise during this
final phase to ensure a smooth
launch.Looking ahead, the TTC
remains committed to transpar-
ency and communication with the
public regarding the progress of
the Eglinton Crosstown LRT. As

/ February approaches, updates will

be provided to keep the commu-

nity informed. The successful rollout of
the Eglinton Crosstown LRT represents
a significant step forward in enhancing the
transit experience for all users.

Public Safety Canada Allocates $250 Million to
Enhance Community Safety and Security Initiatives

Public Safety Canada has
announced its commitment to
allocate approximately $250 mil-
lion for payments associated with
its various safety programs. This
significant funding underscores
the government’s ongoing dedi-
cation to enhancing public safety
measures across the nation. The
allocation is intended to support
various initiatives designed to
improve the overall safety and
security of Canadian
communities.The funds will be
administered by Public Safety
Canada, which is the department
responsible for managing the
country’s public safety programs.
This investment is expected to
facilitate a range of programs
aimed at addressing crucial
safety concerns and bolstering
community resilience. By com-

mitting these resources, the de-
partment aims to ensure that
safety measures remain effective
and responsive to the needs of
Canadians. In light of recent dis-
cussions surrounding public
safety, this financial commitment
comes at a critical time for many
communities. The allocation of
such a substantial amount sig-
nals the government’s recognition
of the importance of maintaining
robust safety standards. It further
reflects the proactive approach
being taken to address the evolv-
ing landscape of public safety
challenges. Public Safety
Canada is expected to outline the
specific initiatives that will ben-
efit from this funding in the near
future. Stakeholders across vari-
ous sectors, including local gov-
ernments and community orga-

nizations, are likely to be en-
gaged in this process. As details
emerge, many will be eager to
learn how these funds will be
translated into tangible safety
improvements.The distribution of

these funds will play a vital role
in the continued efforts to secure
safer environments for all Cana-
dians. By prioritizing financial re-
sources for public safety, Public
Safety Canada reaffirms its com-

mitment to fostering a culture of
safety. This investment, amount-
ing to $250 million, is a pivotal
step toward ensuring that Cana-
dians can thrive in safe and se-
cure surroundings.
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Van Horne Construction Sues Ontario Government
Over Terminated Parry Sound School Project Contract

b

Van Horne Construction has
initiated legal proceedings against
the Ontario government following
the termination of its contract for
the Parry Sound JK—12 school
project. The company alleges that
the decision to cancel the contract
was influenced by unfair treatment
and failures in board governance.
This lawsuit highlights ongoing
tensions between construction
firms and state authorities regard-
ing contract compliance and
project management.The Parry
Sound JK—12 school was slated
to be a significant educational fa-
cility in the region, aimed at sup-
porting the local community’s
growth and development. Van
Horne Construction obtained the
contract with the expectation of
delivering a comprehensive edu-
cational environment. However, the

abrupt termination has raised
questions about governance pro-
cesses within the local school
board and the decision-making
protocols involved. According to
Van Horne Construction, the com-
pany believes it was subjected to
an unjust evaluation in the han-
dling of the project, which ulti-
mately led to the contract’s can-
cellation. The firm argues that
such actions violate the principles
of fair treatment that are expected
in contractual agreements be-
tween government entities and
private companies. This assertion
serves as a focal point for their
legal claim.The lawsuit will likely
delve into the administrative prac-
tices of the involved school board,
examining how governance fail-
ures may have contributed to the
dispute. Critics of the decision to

terminate the contract claim that
transparency and accountability
are essential in such projects, es-
pecially when public funds are at
stake.

The outcome of this case
could have ramifications on future
contractor arrangements for pub-

lic projects in the region. As the
legal proceedings unfold, attention
will be drawn to both Van Horne
Construction’s claims and the
Ontario government’s justification
for terminating the contract. Stake-
holders in the construction and
education sectors are closely

monitoring the situation, as it may
set precedents for how similar dis-
putes are handled in the future.
The case underscores the com-
plexities inherent in public-private
partnerships and the importance
of effective governance in ensur-
ing successful project delivery

Ontario Judge Faces Misconduct Charges:
Implications for Judicial Integrity and Accountability

An Ontario judge accused of sexual assault and
assault has been determined to have engaged in
judicial misconduct, based on findings from an in-
dependent oversight body. This entity is respon-
sible for reviewing complaints regarding the con-
duct of judges in the province. The determination
adds a significant layer of scrutiny to the judiciary
and calls into question the integrity of a legal offi-
cial tasked with upholding the law.The independent
body’s investigation revealed evidence sufficient to
support claims of misconduct by the judge. While
the specific details surrounding the allegations have
not been disclosed, the implications of such find-
ings resonate deeply within the legal community.
Public trust in the judicial system is essential, and
incidents of this nature can greatly undermine con-
fidence in legal institutions. The decision to clas-
sify the judge’s actions as misconduct reiterates
the importance of accountability for those in posi-
tions of power. The judiciary must operate under

the highest ethical standards, as its members are
expected to be exemplars of integrity and justice.
The conclusion reached by the independent entity
highlights the necessity for transparency and in-
tegrity within the judicial system.Following this find-
ing, it remains to be seen what further actions will
be undertaken to address the situation. The judi-
cial system may implement additional reviews or
consequences to ensure the rule of law is main-
tained. Advocates for judicial reform may also seize
upon this instance to call for enhanced oversight
mechanisms to protect the integrity of the
judiciary.As this case continues to unfold, it serves
as a reminder of the ongoing challenges faced by
legal institutions in maintaining public confidence.
The independent body’s conclusion marks a cru-
cial moment for both the judiciary and the broader
legal community in Ontario, as it grapples with is-
sues of accountability and ethical conduct among
its members.

U.S. Commerce Secretary Dismisses Carney’s
Davos Remarks as Trade Tensions Surface

U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick has
downplayed Prime Minister Mark Carney’s recent
speech at the World Economic Forum in Davos,
characterizing it as political noise amid growing
trade and diplomatic friction. Speaking in an inter-
view on Bloomberg Television, Lutnick criticized
Canada’s posture on global trade and raised con-
cerns about Ottawa’s recent
engagement with China, ac-
cording to CTV News.Lutnick
argued that Canada already
holds one of the strongest
trade arrangements globally
and suggested that
Carney’s comments at}
Davos reflected unneces-
sary complaints rather than
constructive engagement.
He also warned that
Canada’s deal with China
could complicate upcoming negotiations around
the Canada United States Mexico Agreement,
which is scheduled for review later this year. Ac-
cording to CTV News, Lutnick said such agree-
ments risk undermining North American trade unity
at a sensitive moment. Prime Minister Carney’s

Davos address has nonetheless continued to draw
international attention. In his remarks at the fo-
rum, Carney warned that the existing global order
has fundamentally shifted and urged middle pow-
ers to work together as major economies increas-
ingly use trade and economic pressure as lever-
age. European leaders at Davos echoed those
concerns, repeatedly
citing Carney’s warning
about fractures in long
standing trade and de-
fence relationships, ac-
cording to The Cana-
dian Press. U.S. offi-
cials have also ac-
knowledged the chang-
ing global landscape.
United States Trade
Representative
Jamieson Greer told
Fox News that a new world order is emerging and
said European governments are beginning to rec-
ognize that reality. The comments underscored the
broader debate triggered by Carney’s speech, even
as senior members of the Trump administration
publicly dismissed its tone.

g

Health Canada’s New Front-of-Package
Labeling: Empowering Consumers for
Healthier Food Choices

Health Canada has introduced a new front-of-
package labeling system aimed at enhancing con-
sumer awareness regarding the nutritional content
of food products. The initiative includes a magnify-
ing-glass graphic that must be placed on items that
are high in saturated fat, sugar, or sodium. This la-
beling is designed to provide shoppers with imme-
diate visual cues to make informed choices about
their purchases.The updated labeling system is
viewed as a significant step towards improving pub-
lic health. By clearly indicating which products con-
tain higher levels of potentially unhealthy ingredi-
ents, Health Canada aims to empower consumers
to better understand the nutritional quality of their
food. This move reflects a broader trend toward
transparency in food labeling, addressing growing
concerns about dietary health. Registered dietitian
Nicole Boyd has expressed her support for the new
labeling design. According to Boyd, the changes
could help consumers
quickly identify which
products to limit in
their diets. She high-
lighted the importance
of making health infor-
mation more acces-|
sible, especially in a
retail environment
where choices can be |
overwhelming for
shoppers.The imple-
mentation of this label- §
ing is expected to par-
ticularly impact the gro-
cery industry. Food
manufacturers will need
to adapt their packaging to comply with the new
regulations, ensuring they meet the necessary cri-
teria for labeling. This may lead to reformulations
of existing products as companies strive to offer
healthier alternatives to meet consumer demand and
regulatory standards.As consumers increasingly
seek healthier options, Health Canada’s initiative
represents an important development in public health
policy. By providing clear labeling, the government
is not only fostering informed decision-making but
also encouraging a shift towards healthier eating
habits within the population. Overall, the new front-
of-package labeling system could play a crucial role
in guiding consumers towards better dietary choices.
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Canada’s Robotics Revolution: Bridging the
Adoption Gap Beyond Automotlve for Enhanced

A recent assessment
highlights Canada’s slower pace
in the adoption of robotics,
particularly beyond the
automotive sector. While the
global arena is witnessing an
increase in robotic technologies,
notably driven by advancements
in China and the integration of
artificial intelligence, Canadian
industries seem to be lagging
behind. As discussions about
productivity enhancement
intensify, questions are arising
about whether Canada is missing
significant opportunities in this
evolving landscape.The
Canadian Association of
Defence and Security
Industries convened its annual
defence industry trade show,
CANSEC, where various

goportunities that may remain
inderutilized in Canada. ndustry
experts express concerns
= regarding this apparent
stagnation in robotics adoption
1 outside of the automotive realm.

. As new frameworks and Al
integration reshape industries,
there is a growing need for
Canadato reassess its strategies
# towards robotics. Failure to adopt
these technologies may hinder
economic growth and productivity
in a competitive global market.
The disparity in robotics adoption
can impact Canada’s overall
technological standing compared
to other nations. As countries like
China capitalize on robotic
advancements, Canadian
businesses and industries may
find themselves at a disadvantage

advancements made in robotic
capabilities. Such
Dynamics demonstrated its Spot demonstrations highlight the
quadruped robot at the event, potential applications of robotics
capturing the attention of in sectors beyond just
attendees and underlining the automotive, signaling

technologies, including robotics,

were showcased. Boston

without a robust commitment to
embracing these innovations. The
focus now shifts to potential
investments and strategic
partnerships that could enable
Canadian industries to leverage
robotics effectively.In summary,
while robotics continues to evolve
rapidly globally, Canada faces
challenges in adopting these
transformative technologies across
various sectors. The spotlight on
CANSEC and the demonstration of
Boston Dynamics’ Spot robot serve
as a reminder of the existing
opportunities. As the dialogue
around productivity and
technological advancement
continues, Canada’s future in
robotics highlights the necessity
for proactive engagement in this
critical area.

Alberta Independence Meetings Draw Large
Crowds: Residents Demand Self-Determination

Large crowds of people lined up around
the block outside a pair of packed
community halls in central Alberta on
Wednesday night, reflecting growing
interest in the discussions surrounding the
province’s potential independence from
Canada. This notable turnout demonstrates
a significant level of enthusiasm and
engagement from residents regarding the
future of Alberta.The town meetings were
organized to provide a platform for
individuals to express their views and seek
information about what independence could
entail for the province. Attendees engaged
in discussions that ranged from the political
implications to economic considerations,
showcasing a wide array of perspectives on
*Supporters of Alberta’s
independence have been gaining traction,
as more citizens voice their desire for self-

the topic.

determination. The conversations within the
community highlight a desire for change and
areevaluation of Alberta’s relationship with
the federal government. The meetings served
not only as a venue for dialogue but also for
the collection of signatures supporting a
petition for a referendum on independence.
Organizers of the petition hope that this
grassroots effort will empower more
Albertans to weigh in on the future of
their province.As the discussions
continue, the outcomes of these
meetings may play a critical role in
shaping Alberta’s political landscape
moving forward. With such a robust
turnout, it is evident that the question
of independence is resonating strongly
with many residents, drawing attention
to the potential for significant shifts in
governance.

Challenges Ahead: Toys ‘R’ Us Canada Faces $31.3 Million
in Lawsuits from Landlords Amid Financial Struggles

Health Canada Warns: Beware of Coun-
terfeit Versions of Ozempic and Wegovy

Toys “R” Us Canada is currently
embroiled in a legal battle, facing at
least seven lawsuits from various land-
lords. The total claims from these land-
lords amount to a substantial $31.3
million, citing unpaid rent and other
damages from the retailer. This situa-
tion highlights the financial difficulties
that the toy store chain is experienc-
ing as it navigates a challenging re-
tail environment. The lawsuits were
filed in an Ontario court last year, in-
dicating that the issue of unpaid rent
has been a growing concern for some
time.

Landlords are seeking re-
dress for the financial obligations that
have not been met by Toys “R” Us
Canada, which remains a significant
player in the toy retail market despite
its struggles. The claims underscore
the mounting pressures that the com-
pany faces as it attempts to maintain
its operations. As retail dynamics
shift, many traditional retailers like
Toys “R” Us Canada are grappling with
increased competition and changing
consumer behavior. The financial

strain on brick-and-mortar stores has
intensified, prompting some compa-
nies to reevaluate their business strat-
egies. This legal situation could fur-
ther complicate the company’s efforts
to stabilize its operations and regain
customer loyalty. Toys “R” Us Canada
has been a well-known entity in the
toy industry, but the challenges it is
facing may impact its long-term viabil-
ity. The lawsuits not only jeopardize
financial resources but also risk harm-
ing relationships with key stakehold-
ers, including landlords and suppliers.
How the company addresses these le-
gal claims will be crucial to its future
sustainability in the market.

The ongoing lawsuits
may serve as a cautionary tale for other
retail businesses facing similar predica-
ments. As the landscape of retail contin-
ues to evolve, it remains to be seen how
Toys “R” Us Canada will navigate these
challenges and emerge in a competitive
environment. The court’s decisions on
these matters will likely have significant
ramifications for the company moving for-
ward.

Health Canada is issuing an
important warning to the public
regarding the purchase and use of
counterfeit or unauthorized ver-
sions of GLP-1 drugs, specifically
highlighting semaglutide, the ac-
tive ingredient found in the medi-
cations Ozempic and Wegovy.
This caution comes after the
agency discovered that some re-
tailers in Canada have been sell-
ing these products without proper
authorization, emphasizing the
potential risks associated with
their use. The unauthorized ver-
sions, sometimes dubbed
“fauxzempic,” have been found in
various retail environments, in-
cluding both physical stores and
online platforms. Health Canada is
encouraging consumers to be vigi-
lant and cautious about the
sources from which they acquire
these medications, as the health
effects of using counterfeit drugs
can be severe and unpredictable.
Ozempic and Wegovy are well-
known for their effectiveness in

managing diabetes and aiding in
weight loss, respectively. The
emergence of unauthorized alterna-
tives puts individuals at risk, as
these products may not only lack
the necessary quality controls but
could also contain harmful sub-
stances or incorrect dosages.
Health Canada’s warning serves as
a crucial reminder of the impor-
tance of obtaining medications from
reputable sources. The agency un-
derscores the necessity for con-
sumers to consult healthcare pro-
fessionals and secure prescriptions
before purchasing any GLP-1 medi-
cations to ensure safety and effi-
cacy. As the use of semaglutide-
related drugs continues to gain
popularity for their therapeutic
benefits, the presence of counter-
feit offerings raises significant pub-
lic health concerns. Therefore, the
vigilance of both consumers and
healthcare providers is essential
in mitigating the risks associated
with unauthorized products in the
marketplace.
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Marineland Proposes Urgent Relocation of Canada’s Last Captive
Whales and Dolphins Amid Growing Animal Welfare Concerns

Marineland has submitted a
proposal to the federal govern-
ment regarding the relocation
of the last remaining captive
whales and dolphins in
Canada. The Canadian Press
has reported that this plan in-
volves transferring these marine
animals to various institutions
across the United States. This
move signifies a significant shift
in the treatment and manage-
ment of cetaceans within Ca-
nadian borders. In its commu-
nications with Ottawa,
Marineland has emphasized
the urgency of its request. The
park has set a deadline for re-
ceiving the necessary export
permits to facilitate the reloca-

tion. Should the government
fail to meet this timeline,
Marineland has indicated that
it will move forward with an al-
ternative plan, although details
regarding this backup option
have not been disclosed. The
proposal aligns with growing
public and legislative pressure
for improved standards con-
cerning the treatment of marine
mammals. As awareness of
animal welfare issues contin-
ues to rise, organizations like
Marineland are compelled to
reassess their practices. The
relocation of these animals
could mark a significant step
toward addressing public con-
cerns while also adhering to

evolving regulations. While
Marineland’s plan has gar-
nered attention, it remains to
be seen how the federal gov-
ernment will respond. The is-
suance of export permits is a

complex process, often in- |

volving various consider-
ations from environmental
assessments to animal wel-
fare evaluations. The deci-
sion will likely require a
careful balance of regulatory
requirements and public opin-
ion. As the situation develops,
the future of the captive whales
and dolphins remains uncer-
tain. Marineland’s actions may
influence not only the fate of
these specific animals but

also broader discussions

of keeping marine mammals in

captivity. Stakeholders acoss
about the ethical implications the country will be watching

closely as this issue unfolds.

Carney Calls for a New Global Strategy as Old
World Order Fractures, Speaking at Davos

Prime Minister Mark Carney used his
address at the World Economic Forum in
Davos to deliver one of the most direct
foreign policy speeches by a Canadian
leader in years, arguing that the long re-
lied upon rules based international order
is no longer functioning as advertised.
Speaking to global political and business
leaders, Carney said the world is no longer

in a period of transition but experiencing
a clear rupture, driven by rising rivalry
among major powers and the increasing
use of trade, finance, and supply chains
as tools of coercion. According to Global
News, Carney warned that pretending the
old system still works only weakens coun-
tries that continue to rely on it.Carney
framed his argument through the lens of

middle powers like Canada, which he said
face a critical choice in a world dominated
by the interests of the United States,
China, and Russia. Referencing the writ-
ings of Czech dissident Vaclav Havel,
Carney argued that many nations have
continued to publicly support global rules
they privately know are no longer enforced
evenly. He said this quiet compliance has
allowed structural imbalances to persist,
even as tariffs, sanctions, and economic
pressure are used more aggressively by
powerful states. According to Global
News, the prime minister made clear that
Canada is shifting away from passive reli-
ance on global institutions and toward
what he described as value based real-
ism. This approach, he said, combines a
firm commitment to democratic principles,
sovereignty, and human rights with a prag-
matic understanding that not all partners
share the same values. Carney empha-
sized that Canada is no longer relying
solely on moral authority, but is actively
strengthening its economic and strategic
position through domestic investment, de-
fence spending, and diversified interna-
tional partnerships. Carney outlined a
broad agenda aimed at reducing vulner-

ability and increasing resilience. He high-
lighted the removal of federal barriers to
interprovincial trade, major investments in
energy, artificial intelligence, and critical
minerals, and a significant increase in de-
fence spending by the end of the decade.
Internationally, he pointed to new trade
and security agreements across Europe,
Asia, and the Middle East, as well as
deeper cooperation with NATO allies and
emerging coalitions on issues ranging
from Ukraine to Arctic security. Speaking
to Global News, Carney stressed that
middle powers gain leverage not by act-
ing alone, but by coordinating strategically
with one another.In closing, Carney said
Canada is choosing to confront global re-
alities honestly rather than clinging to
nostalgia for a system that no longer de-
livers fairness or stability. He described
Canada as a country with resources, tal-
ent, capital, and democratic legitimacy
that many others seek in an uncertain
world. According to Global News, Carney
concluded that middle powers must stop
performing sovereignty while accepting
subordination, and instead work together
to build a more resilient and cooperative
global framework.

Toronto Graffiti Controversy: Art or Vandalism?
Community Sparks Debate on Publlc Expressmn

Graffiti has recently sparked contro-
versy in Toronto after a local resident
shared images on social media, describ-
ing the artwork as “disturbing.” The post
quickly garnered attention, prompting re-
actions from various members of the com-
munity. This incident highlights ongoing
discussions about public art and the im-
plications of graffiti in urban settings.In the
past, graffiti has often been a point of con-
tention in cities, with opinions divided be-
tween those who view it as a form of artis-
tic expression and others who see it as
vandalism. The resident’s reaction under-
scored the emotional impact such visu-
als can have, especially when they evoke
strong feelings among community mem-
bers. This particular instance serves as

an example of how public spaces can
elicit diverse opinions. Following the post,
numerous users commented, sharing their
own thoughts on the matter. Some ech-
oed sentiments of concern regarding the
content and placement of the graffiti. Oth-
ers defended the notion of artistic free-
dom and questioned the role of censor-
ship in public expression. This incident
has also sparked broader discussions
within the community regarding the regu-
lation of graffiti and other forms of street
art. Local authorities may feel the pres-
sure to address community concerns
while balancing the rights of artists to ex-
press themselves. As conversations con-
tinue, the stakes remain high for both
sides of the debate.The impact of social

media in shaping public discourse around
such issues cannot be understated. Plat-
forms allow individuals to voice their opin-
ions and mobilize support, contributing
to a temporary but intense focus on spe-

cmc events. As Toronto residents engage
with these topics online, the debate over
graffiti as a form of art versus vandalism
is likely to persist in the city’s ongoing
cultural dialogue.
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Ford Urges Canadian Government to Support Auto
Industry with Infrastructure Investment and EV Incentives

Ford said it was time for the federal
government to ‘step up’ and listed several
demands to support the Canadian auto
industry. The automaker’s call to action
underscores the growing concerns sur-
rounding the challenges faced by the sec-
tor in Canada. In a time when the auto-
motive industry is evolving rapidly, Ford’s
leadership is advocating for a collabora-
tive effort to bolster domestic production
and innovation.Among the demands high-
lighted by Ford is an urgent need for in-
creased investment in infrastructure that
supports the auto industry. By enhancing
infrastructure, Ford believes that both
manufacturers and suppliers could gain a
competitive edge. This, in turn, could lead
to a more robust economic environment
and increased job opportunities within the
Canadian market. Additionally, Ford em-
phasized the importance of government
incentives aimed at promoting electric
vehicle (EV) production. As the automo-

tive landscape shifts towards
sustainability, the company is focusing on
ensuring that Canada remains a key player
in the EV sector. The push for these in-
centives could facilitate a smoother tran-
sition for both manufacturers and consum-
ers as electric vehicles become more
prevalent. Moreover, Ford’s announce-
ment reflects a broader concern about
trade policies and tariffs that may impact

the competitiveness of the Canadian auto
industry. The company is seeking assur-
ances from the government that policies
will be favorable to domestic manufactur-
ers. This focus on fair trade practices is
seen as essential for maintaining the
industry’s health and resilience.As Ford
continues to advocate for support from the
federal government, the implications of
these demands could resonate across the

entire automotive sector.

With the industry’s future at
stake, the outcome of this dialogue be-
tween Ford and the government may well
determine the trajectory of auto manufac-
turing in Canada. The collaborative ap-
proach Ford is promoting highlights the
critical role of public-private partnerships
in navigating the complexities of modern
automotive challenges..

Doug Ford’s Crown Royal Boycott: Implications for
Brampton’s Glass Bottle Industry and Local Jobs

Premier Doug Ford’s impending
Crown Royal boycott could have signifi-
cant implications for workers in
Brampton. Sources at 680 NewsRadio
have confirmed that a local manufacturer
is responsible for producing the glass
bottles used for the whiskey. This poten-
tial boycott raises concerns not only for
the whiskey brand but also for the local
economy that relies on such
production.In recent developments, Pre-
mier Ford has indicated a possible off-
ramp for the liquor manufacturer. His
statements suggest that there may be a
way to avoid the removal of Crown Royal
from the LCBO store shelves. This ap-

proach could be aimed at preserving jobs
and sustaining local manufacturing op-
erations. The production of glass bottles
is an important segment of the manu-
facturing industry in Brampton, and any
disruption could have far-reaching effects.
Workforce stability is critical in this re-
gion, as many workers depend on con-
sistent orders from high-profile brands
like Crown Royal. The implications of a
boycott may ripple through the local
economy if not addressed promptly. Ad-
ditionally, the relationship between gov-
ernment actions and local industry is
coming into sharper focus with these
developments. Stakeholders are urging

a careful consideration of the ramifica-
tions a boycott could have on employ-
ment and local businesses. The intercon-
nected nature of these industries high-
lights the potential for broader economic
consequences.As the situation unfolds,
the community in Brampton will be
closely observing the decisions made by
Premier Ford and their potential impact.
The choice to engage in a boycott may
not only affect Crown Royal but could
also resonate widely with those involved
in related manufacturing sectors. The
balance between political actions and the
livelihood of Ontario workers remains a
critical concern.
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