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Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

Ty N G
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ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi,all indian, Pakistani,English and All over The
World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,

Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,
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IAT USRS So% € 5% 3% TomT 39 ©
AUTCH 965, Held 0o, Modls, 6ceiean,
fEAEt W3 MUS € 968 T < MTEE HIS Aae d
Instagram:|AMD]DANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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of Haryana's farmers: Why blame can't clear the air

The farmer IS seen as a perpetrator and the foremost culpable reason for the severe air
pollution in Delhi. This blame is cast with nonchalance, with the farmer seeming to be almost

|
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Decades ago, our families
tilled these fields. Today, from
our smoggy high rises in the
National Capital Region, most of
us curse the farmers on those
very fields. Children come up on
the street and say, "Bhaiya, ye
pollution toh aap ke kisanon ne
hi karwayi hai (Brother, this
pollution has been done by your
farmers)", while ironically
chewing on a wheat parantha
from their tiffins or rushing to
burst a ladi (a type of
firecracker). This blame is cast
with nonchalance, with the farmer
seeming to be almost equivalent
to a ‘bad samaritan’ littering the
street. Whatever the semantics
are, the sentiment is clear. The
urban finger gets pointed at
farmers in Haryana and Punjab.
The farmer is seen as a
perpetrator and the foremost
culpable reason for the severe air
pollution in Delhi. Even Arvind
Kejriwal, Delhi’s Chief Minister for
nearly a decade, repeatedly
asserted, echoing popular
sentiment in the capital, that
farmers from Punjab and Haryana
are chiefly responsible for Delhi’s
pollution. It is almost as if during
the AAP years, this remark had
become Delhi’s most reliable
annual ritual. The AQI soars, the
smog thickens, and Mr Kejriwal’s
farmer-blaming remark drifts right
on cue. His take has been very
eloquently summarised in four
words by the highest court of our
land as being ‘all about bashing
farmers’. The top court also,
rather harshly, called AAP’s shift
of blame a ‘lame excuse’. One
would tend to agree with the
remark, although Mr Kejriwal
perhaps would not have enjoyed
the phrasing. Another thing our
court pointed out was the reason
farm fires even happened. To

b &y ,;;i; o

understand farm fires, we must
understand why farmers do them
in the first place. Farmers are
bound by severe economic
constraints. Estimates suggest
that most farmers in Haryana
suffer from debt of more than ten
times what they earn a month.
Then, how can we expect farmers
- struggling with debt and
earning an average of Rs 24,000
a month - to afford alternatives
to crop burning, which cost about
a fourth of their monthly revenue
per acre. Not only is the farmer
constrained in terms of finances,
there is a very short period of time
to get rid of the crop residue.
Punjab and Haryana follow the
rice-wheat cropping cycle,
leaving a mere 15-20 days
between the harvest and the
seeding of the new crop. By
manual removal or in-situ
mulching, the farmers risk not
being able to plant the new crop
and, in effect, risk losing almost
all their livelihood for the next six
months. If there is adverse
weather that is not conducive to
the planting of the seeds, the
farmer would find it even more
difficult to complete the process.
Therefore, the extremely poor
farmer, constrained by time and
lacking alternatives, has no
choice but to burn his stubble.
But still, there has been a
concerted effort on the part of the
governments and, in the last ten
years, crop burning has declined
drastically. The government in
Haryana today continues to
innovate. In fact, a new solution
called biochar: a process where
crop residue is converted into a
carbon-rich soil enhancer rather
than being burned - is being
broached as well. Where
corporations buy the crop
residue from the farmers and

equivalent to a bad samaritan littering the street.
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then use it to make fertiliser. The
introduction of machine rentals,
subsidised rates, awareness and
government policy has stalled a
very impressive 72% in Haryana
and about half of the farm fires
in Punjab. Many would assume,
because the farm fires were
reduced by more than half,
pollution should have followed
suit and Delhi would finally
breathe a sigh of relief. At least
according to Mr Kejriwal’s logic.

Unfortunately, Delhi’s air

refused to clear.
Despite this substantial reduction
in agricultural burning, Delhi
pollution continued to soar.
Therefore, the premise most
people have — more farm fires
mean equally more pollution —
does not hold stead. In fact,
Delhi’s PM 2.5 levels fell by only
about 22% over the decade, even
as farm fires dropped by more
than half. Even more revealing is
the period between 2023 and
2024 where farm fires fell by
nearly 71% but PM 2.5 in Delhi
increased by 3%. This means
that, despite farm fires
significantly decreasing every
year consistently, the pollution
stagnated and even increased in
some years. So how can we then
blame farmers for the air
pollution? There is a strong
argument to be drawn that the
reduction of pollution, be it a
mere 20%, could have had much
to do with the decrease in farm
fires. You may even ask, why are
we so certain about the pollution
not being caused by the farmers?
But the facts on the ground, and
in the air, tell a very different
story. According to a new report
published in the npj Climate and
Atmospheric Science by
Mangaraj et al., when Delhi’s air
turned hazardous in October and
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November 2023, the winds
weren’t bringing smoke from
Punjab and Haryana. Winds over
the National Capital Region at the
time were weak and did not even
come from the northwest. That
begs the question, if not farm
fires, what causes air pollution?
Experts say that a very low
boundary layer traps the usual
culprits: traffic and road dust,
construction and industry and
guess what, even the ladi
firecracker the children at the
beginning of the editorial were
lighting. About 10%, still, come
from farm burning. But, the TERI
report of 2021 clearly mentions
that the sources of emissions of
farm fires are from within Delhi-
NCR itself. So, there is no rational
basis at all to blame the farmers
from Haryana and Punjab. In
short, the smoke that choked
Delhi last winter was largely
homegrown, a consequence not
of distant Haryana fields but of
unchecked urbanity. Perhaps,
Delhi must look inward. Our cities
are built on the food these farmers
grow, yet our narratives blame them
for the air we breathe. There was a
time when greats like Chaudhary
Bhajan Lal ji, Chaudhary Charan
Singh ji and Lal Bahadur Shastri ji
ensured the farmer was viewed with
a patriotic lens, and farming, a noble
profession. If statistics and research
tell us one story, it is that Delhi’s
pollution is a mirror of its own making
and its cars and constructions.
Haryana’s farmers have shown
restraint and reform, and rather than
being cast as villains, should stand
as an example for Delhi. The time
has come not for accusations but for
action. With the BJP at the helm of
both state and centre, this pollution
season definitely demands resolve.
By Bhavya Bishnoi,

Shivom Singh Lovell
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How a million dollar Udaipur
wedding took over everyone's feed

From Netra Mantena and Vamsi Gadiraju’'s wedding cake to the guest list, everything was up for
discussion as this is being touted as 'India's most expensive wedding of 2025".

The last couple of days, all eyes
were on the wedding of Netra
Mantena and Vamsi Gadiraju in
Udaipur, which was nothing short of
a spectacle. If your feed looked like
one long highlight reel of the Mantena
wedding, you’re not alone. The three-
day celebration practically staged a
coup on Instagram and YouTube,
pushing aside Ambani-wedding
nostalgia with a fresh flood of
celebrity performances, larger-than-
life decor, and enough dance videos
to fill a mini playlist. India loves its
big, beautiful weddings, but every few
years, one manages to eclipse the
rest. This season, it was the Mantena
wedding, and we’ve rounded up the
best moments and details from the
gala celebration, just in case you lost
track of the endless updates from
each function. Let’s just say not many
knew the Mantenas and Gadirajus
before the wedding transpired, and
suddenly, after the Reels went viral,
everyone was talking about them.
But who are they? Netra Mantena,
who got married in Udaipur, is the
daughter of NRI pharma
entrepreneur Rama Raju Mantena,
Chairman and CEO of Ingenus
Pharmaceuticals, with operations
across the US, Switzerland, and
India. Originally from Vijayawada in
Andhra Pradesh, Mantena moved to
the United States in the 1980s. Vamsi
Gadiraju, on the other hand, is the
co-founder and chief technology
officer of Superorder, a tech platform
that helps multi-location restaurants
streamline their delivery and
takeaway operations.

In 2024, he and his co-founder,
Raghav Poddar, were named on the
Forbes 30 Under 30 list under the
‘Food and Drink’ category.

The location
The entire wedding was a
destination affair in Udaipur,

Rajasthan, with the city effectively
turning into a high-security wedding
hub for three—four days—complete

with chartered flights, lake-facing
palaces, folk performers, and royal-
style hospitality. Reports mention that
access to Lake Pichola was restricted
due to the wedding. Many luxury
hotels around the area were booked
exclusively for the celebrations.
Jagmandir Island Palace, the 17th-
century island palace in the middle of
Lake Pichola, was the venue for the
wedding. The sangeet was hosted
inside the City Palace complex,
specifically at Zenana Mahal. The
haldi took place at the Taj Lake
Palace. The Leela Palace on Lake
Pichola was used for at least one
major party night and the reception.
The guest list

One aspect that was reminiscent
of the Ambani wedding was the guest
list. Guests arrived in Udaipur from
different parts of the world, and yes,
it was one of the highlights of the
celebrations.

The Mantena-Gadiraju wedding
saw Donald Trump Jr and his
girlfriend, Bettina Anderson, in
attendance. Ram Charan was also
part of the big fat wedding.

The performances

Now here’s where things got really
interesting. Jennifer Lopez flew down
to Udaipur for a grand performance,
making it an unforgettable evening for
not just the bride and groom but all
the guests. She performed hits such
as Waiting for Tonight, Get On the
Floor, Play, Save Me Tonight, Get
Right, and Ain’t Your Mama.

Besides her, Ranveer Singh,
Janhvi Kapoor, Kriti Sanon,
Jacqueline Fernandez, Varun
Dhawan, Nora Fatehi and Shahid
Kapoor also performed at the
wedding. The sangeet was hosted by
Karan Johar and Sophie Choudry,
with Karan, true to form, conducting
a rapid-fire with the couple.

The star power was top-notch, and
there’s no denying that.

Who wore what
Netra Mantena turned into a

quintessential Sabyasachi bride in a
red lehenga from his collection. The
skirt featured intricate zari embroidery
and delicate hanging motifs along the
hem. Her full-sleeved choli was paired
with layers of statement jewellery,
creating a regal and timeless bridal
look.

Vamsi Gadiraju chose a
contrasting colour to complement the
bride, an ivory bandhgala sherwani
with intricate embroidery. A layered
pearl necklace completed the look,
along with an ivory safa adorned with
a kilangi.

For the reception, the bride wore
a rose-gold shimmery gown with
feather detailing along the hem and
kept her hair open in a sleek style.
The groom opted for a white-and-
black tux for the finale night.

The decor

The decor at the Mantena wedding
in Udaipur was a magnificent blend of
royal grandeur and contemporary
elegance. At the Jagmandir Island
Palace, fresh white floral
arrangements adorned the
courtyards. Off-white lilies, velvet
greens and touches of gold and pink
came together to build a world where
everything exuded royalty. Traditional
Mewari motifs fused with luxury
elements such as candlelit pathways
and intricately crafted mandaps,
creating a serene and majestic
backdrop. Across other venues like
the Taj Lake Palace and The Leela
Palace, the decor shifted from sunlit,
marigold-rich haldi ceremonies to
glamorous nighttime receptions
featuring a “Desert Noir” theme with
black-and-gold accents. Luxurious
seating, antique-style chairs, and
royal drapery transformed each space
into a lavish visual experience,
timeless yet modern, rooted in
tradition yet elevated by global luxury
cues. Ambika Gupta, founder of The
A-Cube Project, designed the haldi
and mehndi decor for the
celebrations. Speaking exclusively to

A
India Today, she said, “This wedding
was inspired by the ‘9 gems,’ with each
event built around a specific
gemstone. For the haldi, we worked
with yellow stone and created a
relaxed, beachy, St. Barts-meets-India
vibe at Udaipur’s Taj Lake Palace.
The cane textures, handmade
coconut trees, and a bespoke rattan
auto — inspired by the bride’s love
for the new Dior Cafe — brought the
‘Lakeside Bungalow’ theme to life.”

“The mehndi (Cirque du Mehndi)
at Manek Chowk featured mezzanine
lounges, Venetian-Cirque elements,
Baroque elephants, hot air balloons,
and a gem-studded carousel that
doubled as the dessert counter. With
customised linens, table mats, napkin
rings, plates from the House of
Things, projection mapping, and
Cirque du Soleil performances by a
115-member international crew, the
celebrations felt whimsical, global,
yet rooted in Indian elegance. Every
detail — from charger plates to cards-
stayed true to the Cirque aesthetic,”
she added.

The spectacle that was the
cake

The custom creation was
designed by Paris-based luxury cake
artist and pastry chef Bastien Blanc-
Tailleu, renowned for crafting
extravagant confectionery for high-
end clients. This wasn’t your regular
tiered wedding cake, it featured
miniature domes, jharokas, and
chhatris with intricate carvings,
everything that represents the
Rajasthani architecture. It also
featured animals that represent the
arid land, including elephants, tigers,
and peacocks. The ivory wedding
cake in itself was nothing short of
opulent.

The budget

If you are to go by the reports, the
billionaire wedding in Udaipur was
done on a hefty budget of 6.7 million
dollars.
By Tiasa Bhowal
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Indian restaurants are now also lecture
halls, art classes, theatres and whatnot

Would you go to a restaurant for a cooking class, to paint a mug, to watch a movie, or to attend
a cool lecture? Read how and why Indian restaurants are doubling up as culture centres again.

AN

(News Agency) Next time
you are at a club in your city,
don’t be shocked if you see an
astrophysicist delivering an
academic lecture to a group of
adults with beer mugs in their
hands. Don’t also be surprised if
you see a bunch of strangers
getting extremely competitive
over a board game at your
favourite coffee shop. Restaurants
in India are no longer just about
food and drinks. A new wave of
experiential dining is transforming
the way people eat out, where
people don’t just eat but also
paint, mix their own cocktails,
attend lectures, learn pottery,
watch theatre and films, and make
new friends over board games and
charades. Social, a popular bar
chain with outlets across several

! i
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Indian cities, hosted its first-ever
lecture titled Bats and Booze” in
August at its Indiranagar branch
in Bengaluru. The session, led by
bat researcher and conservationist
Dr Rohit Chakravarty, was a hit -
tickets sold out almost
immediately. The event was
conceptualised by the team at
Pint of View, who are now bringing
engaging lectures to bars across
the country.

POV’s Delhi team did
something similar at Social,
Saket, in September, where
materials  scientist and
mechanical engineer Dr Ramya
Ahuja led an interactive lecture
titled “How | Met Your Matter.” The
session uncovered the hidden
world of everyday materials - from
coffee mugs and clothes to
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packaging. Adults sip on a
cocktail or two, gain knowledge,
build new connections or take
along their friends at such
gatherings and experience
something new. Restaurants are
also engaging visitors with
creative activities like canvas
painting, mug painting, and clay
modeling. From group outings
with friends to coy date nights,

, these experiences make dining
I more

wholesome and
memorable. Guests get to bond

' better with their friends, create

some Insta-worthy moments (a
big draw for many young diners),
and even take home a little
keepsake from the evening. Many
restaurants even host cooking
classes for visitors. Leo’s
Pizzeria offers Sunday pizza-
making masterclasses, while
several other eateries let you try
your hand at rolling your own
sushi. At 32nd Avenue in
Gurugram, a popular culinary hub,
you'll find many such immersive
experiences like learning to make
pasta from scratch. “Restaurants
today are no longer just serving
food, they’'re serving
experiences,” restaurateur
Zorawar Kalra agrees. The
phenomenon stems from modern
Indian diners’ changing
preferences. “They want
engagement, discovery and

emotion, not just a meal. That's
why paint nights, sushi-making
and creative workshops are
exploding. Guests want to
participate, create and share - and
these moments build far stronger
memories than passive dining,”
Kalra adds. His own brand Pa Pa
Ya is a natural home for sushi-
rolling and chef-led sessions.
Until a decade ago, it was only
live music adding to the
experience of eating out. India
has long embraced music and
dance performances at clubs
and bars, but now even fine
dining spaces are joining the
act. At the newly opened
Dramique in Delhi, diners are
treated to an enthralling
theatrical show by international
performers while indulging in a
multi-cuisine spread and a bold
cocktail menu. Restaurants
across major cities are adapting
to this phenomenon. Even bars
are part of it. “Bars have long
been community hubs in the
West,” says Sheet Dila of Pass
Code Hospitality. “In India, they
were mostly seen as places to
grab a drink and slip away from
home. COVID changed that.”
“People brought the ‘bar’
experience into their homes,
blending it with house-party
culture. Now, different generations
come to bars together - even for

cocktail-making workshops -
treating these spaces as social,
cultural extensions of their lives,”
she adds. The Bhajan Clubbing-
loving generation is socialising
over jam sessions, board games,
watch parties at cafes and
restaurants. Restaurants and
bars are becoming cultural
centres once again.

Long before restaurants
became ‘cool’ and common,
eating out in India was always tied
to socialising and community.
Whether it was at a local
streetside samosa shop where
people broke into conversations
about politics, life, or the day’s
headlines, or at bhandaras and
langars that brought entire
neighbourhoods together - food
has always been a catalyst for
connection.With dining out no
longer a novelty (at least for
those in tier-1 cities), the
demand for more meaningful
and immersive experiences has
grown. People no longer wait
for a family birthday or
anniversary to eat at a
restaurant. But they do look
forward to relishing more than
just a hearty meal. “Restaurants
have naturally evolved into cultural
hubs, a blend of caf, gallery, and
stage where food, ideas, and
community come together.
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What Trump Should Be Telling America on the Economy

The new buzz word in politics
is "affordability." It's what many
pundits believe led Democrats to
a strong showing this past
Election Day. It's also put
President Donald Trump and the
Republicans on notice that
affordability will likely remain as
the pivotal issue in the midterms.
It's all extraordinarily frustrating to
Trump who continues to tout his
policies that resulted in an
immediate sharp reduction in gas
prices, a moderating of inflation
and a meteoric stock market.
Unfortunately, the president
appears tone deaf when he
parrots the same argument hyped
by Biden and Harris in the fall of
2024 that they shouldn't believe
their lying eyes, but rather the
cherry picked statistics that the
then president pumped daily.
Trump has alot more success to
point to than did Biden, but he’s
missing something when he
thinks everyone has benefited
from a high stock market and a
robust 3.8% GDP. While it's
encouraging to the average middle
class person that his 401(k) is at
its highest level ever, that money
isn't available right now to pay
their still too high grocery bills,
climbing rents, or the mortgage
on anew home. So, Mr. President
allow me to humbly suggest you
use the following message: Dear
fellow American, In this last
election, | heard you loud and
clear that closing the border and
bringing prices down were your

B

prime concerns. | said on day one
that | would be able to lower your
gas prices and | succeeded by
ending Biden‘s war on traditional
energy sources and promoting
more drilling. What will not happen
on day one is seeing the filtering
down effect on all prices. That will

take some time. Not four years,
but several months to two years.
If we look back in history, we can
see that Ronald Reagan did not
turn around a moribund economy
in one day. But his tax cuts and
deregulation, in time, resulted in
an enormous surge in
productivity and wage growth.
That's why it's so important to
stay the course. There's
COVID-19. Our tax cuts
brought billions of dollars
back into the United States
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that were parked overseas.
They spurred investment and
placed an additional $2,000 in
the pockets of the average
family. It led to significantly
higher GDP than Obama's last
term and raised wages to their
highest level in decades, with

the working class gaining even
more on a proportional basis
than the wealthy. As we head
into winter, the lower fuel
costs can save an average
household in the thousands.
Wages are starting to rise, in
part, because I'm deporting
illegal aliens who have been
suppressing wages over the
years. Why would we elect
more Democrats who would
reverse this? And soon, we will
have a new Federal Reserve
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chair who will likely cut
interest rates significantly.
High interest rates are the root
of the pain so many of you are
feeling. Homeownership has
been out of reach for many. |
don't mean this to sound
partisan, but it's indeed Joe

Biden's doing. Rates spiked
dramatically during his tenure
because he recklessly spent
trillions of dollars
unnecessarily, thereby
spiking inflation to its highest
level in 40 years. We now have
an inflation rate between 2%
and 3%, which is a great
improvement over Biden‘s 9%.
We realize that's not actually
lowering his high baseline, but
it is curbing inflation that will
lead to the Fed cutting the

rates, which will unleash
enormous prosperity in our
nation. Right now, no one is going
to sell the home they bought
seven years ago with an interest
rate of 3% and have it converted
to a 6 1/2% mortgage. That has
limited supply. Meanwhile, Joe
Biden let in 15 million illegal
aliens who are competing for this
housing stock. There were many
folks who were hoping that these
high prices would be eradicated
within the first month or two of
my administration. | realize | built
up that expectation by noting
that we would change things day
one. And on some things we did,
inclusive of border and energy
policy, but | ask your indulgence
for more time on some of the other
price levels that we are confident
will be reduced over the next
year. As to tariffs, we will continue
to level the playing field so our
Fords can be sold in Germany
and we are no longer dependent
on China for our pharmaceuticals
or rare earth materials. However,
I will hereinafter refrain from
imposing tariffs on every nation
all at once. We will seek
reciprocity one nation at a time
to lessen the impact on our
consumers. The roaring back
of our economy in my first term
due to tax cuts and
deregulation will be repeated in
the years to come so long as
we don't elect the same culprits
that put us near the brink during
the last four years.
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India, Russia And A New Geometry of Global Trade

—

Russian President Vladimir
Putin's visit to India starting Decem-
ber 4 comes at a moment when the
global economic and strategic land-
scape is undergoing profound dis-
location. His presence in New Delhi
is not just a reaffirmation of a long
and steady partnership, but a win-
dow into how the India-Russia rela-
tionship is being reshaped by the
wider churn in global trade, finance
and security. The surge in bilateral
commerce, the intensifying debate
around sanctions, and the rising in-
fluence of non-Western coalitions
are all part of a larger transforma-
tion: the unravelling of a world built
on singular hierarchies and the
emergence of multiple, overlapping
economic networks. Putin's visit
therefore offers a timely lens through
which to understand how India must
position itself amid this fluid envi-
ronment.

A Complex Transformation

This transition is neither linear
nor uniform. It is complex, uneven
and often contradictory. But for In-
dia, it presents an unusual oppor-
tunity-to shape, rather than merely
respond to, the evolving rules of
globalisation's next chapter. India-
Russia trade has surged to unprec-
edented levels, reaching USD 68.7
billion in FY 2024-25, driven over-
whelmingly by discounted energy
imports. On paper, it looks like a
spectacular success. In reality, the
pattern is deeply skewed: over USD
63.8 billion of this figure consists
of Russian exports to India, while
Indian exports remain below USD 5
billion. The rupee-rouble payment is-
sue remains unresolved, constrain-
ing further expansion.

Is this growth sustainable? Par-
tially. As long as energy flows re-
main economically attractive and
sanctions force Russia to pivot
eastward, India will remain a key
market. But durability requires
structural correction - a broadening
of India's export basket, two-way
investment, and settlement mecha-
nisms that avoid the payment bottle-

necks currently clogging the sys-
tem. Without these, the trade spike
risks correcting itself once the geo-
political winds shift or energy arbi-
trage narrows. The surge is there-
fore less a realignment than a win-
dow. Whether it becomes an endur-
ing pillar of economic strategy de-
pends on how quickly the two sides
rebalance their engagements be-
yond oil.
Is The Multilateral System
Relevant?

A second tectonic shift concerns
global trade governance itself. As
the United States and Europe in-
creasingly deploy tariffs, export
controls and financial restrictions
as strategic tools, questions arise
about the relevance of the multilat-
eral system. The WTO, beset by a
paralysed dispute settlement
mechanism and outdated rules, is
under visible strain. But it is far from
obsolete. For the developing world-
including India-the WTO still pro-
vides the only universal platform that
restrains unilateralism and offers a
predictable framework for export-led
growth. What is underway is not the
demise of the WTO but the rise of a
hybrid order: formal multilateral
rules coexisting with dense webs of
bilateral and plurilateral arrange-
ments.

Platforms like BRICS+, regional
trade agreements, supply-chain
partnerships and local-currency
payment systems are becoming
laboratories for new norms. For In-
dia, the task is twofold: lead con-
versations to reform the WTO to re-
flect Global South priorities, while
simultaneously using coalitions to
hedge against disruption and build
leverage in a world that no longer
runs on a single operating system.

Are Unilateral Sanctions Still

Effective?

President Putin's visit to India
has renewed debates on whether
unilateral sanctions are losing their
bite. Russia offers a complicated
but instructive case. Despite the
breadth of Western restrictions,

Russia has managed to redirect
trade flows, stabilise certain mac-
roeconomic indicators, and
strengthen linkages with Asian part-
ners. Sanctions have inflicted costs,
but not the systemic collapse many
predicted.

This reveals two truths. First,
sanctions remain potent when they
enjoy wide international participa-
tion-something increasingly rare.
Second, countries in the Global
South, including India, view unilat-
eral sanctions imposed outside the
UN framework with scepticism.
They see them not as instruments
of justice but as tools of geopoliti-
cal pressure, often insensitive to the
developmental interests of third
countries. Hence, what is emerging
is not a sanctions-free world, but one
where alternative legitimacy sys-
tems-South-South finance, local-
currency arrangements, BRICS co-
ordination - blunt the force of unilat-
eral coercion. The West, too, will
eventually have to adapt to this dif-
fusion of economic power.

The Two Pillars Of India-
Russia Partnership

India's relationship with Russia
continues to rest on two pillars: en-
ergy security and defence coopera-
tion. The defence component,
though declining in proportional
terms, remains significant: Russia
still accounts for roughly one-third
of India's defence imports. Joint pro-
grams such as BrahMos embody the
shift from a buyer-seller dynamic to
a co-development model, while the
performance of the S-400 systems
has reinforced India's operational
confidence. At the same time, India
is diversifying aggressively-toward
the US, France, Israel, and domes-
tic industry under "Make in India".
The objective is not to cut Russia
out, but to prevent overdependence
on any single source. Strategic au-
tonomy in an era of fragmented
globalisation will come not from
decoupling, but from layered partner-
ships, redundancy in supply chains,
and the strengthening of indigenous

capability. Talk of an alternative glo-
bal economic bloc - one insulated
from Western regulation - has
gained momentum with Russia's
eastward pivot and the Global
South's push for resilient supply
chains. But economic realities are
more nuanced. New structures are
indeed taking shape: local-currency
settlements, BRICS financial instru-
ments, diversified logistics corri-
dors, and expanded South-South
trade. Yet global value chains re-
main deeply intertwined with West-
ern capital markets, technology eco-
systems and regulatory standards.
Building a completely insulated par-
allel system is neither feasible nor
efficient for most economies, includ-
ing India.
Best Of All Worlds

What is emerging instead is a
multi-layered global economy - not
a bifurcated East vs West model,
but a world of overlapping networks,
where countries maintain diversified
linkages to maximise resilience and
bargaining power. For India, this is
not a threat but an opportunity. Its
integration with both the West and
the East gives it rare leverage - pro-
vided it invests in alternative frame-
works without abandoning existing
ones.

The India-Russia relationship is
not a relic of the past but a prism
through which the world's new eco-
nomic geometry can be observed.
Trade spikes, sanctions resistance,
bloc politics, shifting defence de-
pendencies-each is a piece of a
larger transformation. The emerging
order will not be bipolar. It will be
fluid, contested, and multi-nodal.
For India, the challenge is to use
this moment of flux to shape the
rules, diversify its options,
strengthen its domestic capabilities,
and ensure that strategic autonomy
remains anchored in economic re-
silience. In a world no longer
organised around a single centre of
gravity, navigation-rather than align-
ment-will define success.

By Shishir Priyadarshi
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Trump's Peace Plan Meets Kyiv's
Political Chaos — and Putin's Leverage

Andriy Yermak, Volodymyr Zelenskyy's Chief of Staff, was forced to resign following a police raid on his home linked
to a widening corruption scandal. A key figure in war-end negotiations with Russia, his exit jeopardises the talks.

Hours before he was about to
pack his bags to visit Florida to
meet US officials at President
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort this
weekend, Andriy Yermak, the
Ukrainian President’s Chief of
Staff, was forced to resign. The
resignation of Yermak on Friday
followed a police raid on his home
in connection with a deepening
corruption scandal that has al-
ready led to the sacking of two
cabinet ministers and is threat-
ening to topple President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s govern-
ment.

Widely regarded as the
country’s second most powerful
figure after Zelensky. Yermak
was leading negotiations to end
the war with Russia. His depar-
ture leaves those talks in jeop-
ardy at a time when Ukraine is
fighting a desperate battle for its
existence as the US pressure
mounts to end the war on terms
favourable to Russia.

Trump’s envoy Steve Witkoff
is due to arrive in Moscow next
week, along with Trump’s son-in-
law, Jared Kushner, to finalise the
peace deal. Kremlin has already
been sent a revised peace plan,
drawn up after emergency talks
between Ukrainian and American
officials in Geneva, Switzerland,
a week ago. But prospects for
agreement over that plan are dim

RUSSIAN DEFIANCE

Undeterred by the West’s
sanctions and military and diplo-
matic support to Ukraine, Rus-
sia has been making slow but
steady progress on the war front.
Ukraine is on the verge of losing
an important battle -- the city of
Pokrovsk is in imminent danger
of falling. That could trap a large
number of Ukrainian soldiers.
Russia’s war economy is in over-
drive, producing all the necessary
military equipment with some help
from China, which continues to
supply raw materials and buy
Russian oil despite Western
pressure.

Western-supplied defence
systems are proving inadequate
for Ukraine as it faces a daily
barrage of Russian missiles and
drones. Its energy sector has
taken a massive hit. The corrup-
tion scandal has also damaged
the Zelensky government’s cred-
ibility at home and abroad. On
top of that, the US support under
President Trump has almost
dried up. Trump has never hidden
his dislike for the Ukrainian
leader.

To be fair to Trump, who likes
to be recognised as the peace-
maker-in-chief, has not given up
on efforts to end the Russia-
Ukraine war. He has a pointwhen
he says that had he been the
president in 2022, the war would
not have begun. He blames it on

Biden, a man who rose under the
Cold War era. Trump seems to
believe Russia has genuine griev-
ances against Ukraine and the
West.
IS THE WEST TO BLAME
FOR UKRAINE CONFLICT?

One needs to trace the origin
of the Russia-Ukraine conflict to
the West’s decision to expand
NATO to Eastern Europe after the
collapse of the Soviet Union. The
US Secretary of State James
Baker’s famous assurance to the
last Soviet Leader, Mikhail
Gorbachev, on February 9, 1990,
that NATO will move “not one inch
eastward” is often cited by Rus-
sia as a betrayal. Western lead-
ers dispute that any such under-
taking was given, saying Baker
was only referring to the former
East Germany.

For Russia’s leader, Vladimir
Putin, the red line was crossed
on April 2, 2008, when NATO
agreed to make Ukraine and
Georgia members of the bloc.
Ukraine is the largest former So-
viet Republic in Europe, after
Russia, and the presence of
NATO troops there would make
Russia more vulnerable to a fu-
ture Western military invasion.
Ukraine has also traditionally had
close cultural and linguistic ties
with Russia. Putin first invaded
and captured Ukraine’s predomi-
nantly Russian-speaking region,
Crimea, in 2014, and the rest of
Ukraine in February 2022.

Weeks after the invasion,
Russia and Ukraine nearly con-
cluded an agreement in April 2022
in Istanbul, under which Moscow
and Western powers would pro-
vide Kyiv a security guarantee,
Zelesnkyy’s main concern. In re-
turn, Ukraine would remain neu-
tral and not join NATO, a major
Russian demand. But US and
European leaders persuaded
Zelensky to walk away from the
deal with the assurance that they
would help him to win the war.

Ironically, Trump’s current
peace plan includes these two
issues. Had the West allowed the
deal in 2022, the lives of over a

—

million Russians and Ukrainians
would have been saved and the
destruction of Ukraine could have
been avoided. Kyiv is a bigger
loser because it is now being
forced by Trump to give away
swaths of land that Russia has
been unable to gain by military
force.
WHAT DOES US PEACE
PLAN SAY?

Trump’s original 28-point plan,
formulated by Mr Witkoff after dis-
cussions with Russian officials
and leaked earlier this month,
offers America’s “de facto” recog-
nition of Crimea and the two east-
ern Donbas regions, Luhansk and
Donetsk, parts of which Ukraine
still controls. It also proposes “de
facto” recognition of Russian-held
land behind the line of control in
Ukraine’s  Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia regions.

The plan promises that NATO
will not expand further, Kyiv will
enshrine in its constitution that it
will never join NATO, and
Ukraine’s army will be reduced
to 600,000 from its current
800,000. (It is still up from
250,000 at the start of the full-
scale invasion nearly four years
ago) The proposed plan also
says that sanctions on Russia
will be gradually lifted and it will
be readmitted to the global
economy -- including Moscow’s
inclusion in the elite G-8 group.

The plan alarmed Ukraine and
the European leaders, who saw
it as a capitulation for Kyiv and a
reward to Moscow, the aggres-
sor. Zelensky called it a choice
between losing Ukrainian dignity
and losing American support.
Eveninthe US,itwas seenas a
plan drafted by Moscow, though
the Secretary of State Marco
Rubio denied that. European
leaders persuaded the US to re-
vise it and take out some of the
points.

WIN FOR PUTIN BUT
DISASTER FOR ZELENSKYY

Details of the revised plan
are not clear, but it’s unlikely to
be endorsed by Moscow. Putin
has been consistent since the

invasion and has not relented on
his core demands. So, given his
upper hand and Trump’s appar-
ent desperation for a deal, Putin
is likely to insist on most of the
original points, which will give
him more Ukrainian territory, in-
ternational recognition, lifting of
sanctions and an end to his pa-
riah status.

On the other hand, it seems
like a disaster for Zelensky.
Putin doesn’t even consider
Zelensky’s government as le-
gitimate. The plan calls for elec-
tions in Ukraine within 100 days
of the agreement, which is im-
practical given the current state
the country is in. Even if elec-
tions are held, any government
that goes to the voters having
signed this agreement is likely
to lose.

WHY IS EUROPE SO
WORRIED?

If the plan goes ahead, it is
also bad news for Europe, which
continues to see Russia as a
threat. Although Putin has never
hinted at any imperial or expan-
sionist intentions -- unlike
Donald Trump -- European lead-
ers have repeatedly said that if
Putin succeeds in Ukraine, he
will target other countries of the
former Soviet bloc.

An emboldened Putin can
create problems for Europe. But
the Ukraine war has drained its
economic and military re-
sources to such an extent that
even if it tries, Russia can’t take
the risk of invading a NATO
country. Though a few years
later, it can regroup and invade
Ukraine again.

Europe’s main problem is the
uncertainty over the future of the
American security umbrella it
has enjoyed since the end of the
Second World War. Europeans
want to keep using Russia’s
threat to Ukraine as a reason
for the United States to stay
engaged in Europe. Soitisin
their interest to keep the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict alive.

But Donald Trump wants
Europeans to take care of

their own security as he turns
his attention to Asia and fo-
cuses on America’s main rival,
China. For that reason, he also
wants Russia to move away
from China. Although it was
President Obama who
launched in 2011, his famous
policy, the US Pivot to Asia --
the home to 60 per cent of the
world’s population and three of
the world’s largest economies
with over 40 per cent of the
global GDP -- all his succes-
sors have followed it.

WHY A RUSSIAN-UKRAI-
NIAN DEAL WILL BE GOOD
FOR INDIA?

America’s focus on Asia
and agreement to end the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict is good
news for India. Firstly, it will
help New Delhi strengthen ties
with Moscow without any prob-
lem with the West. Russia’s
return to the G-8 as a result of
the Ukraine deal will give it a
further boost. Russia would
also like to reduce its depen-
dence on China, which is an-
other opportunity for India.

India can also learn from
Russia’s experience in
Ukraine. Moscow has devel-
oped new drone and missile
technologies during the con-
flict, which it can share with
New Delhi. The next week’s
visit of Vladimir Putin to India
is very timely in that respect,
where defence, energy and
nuclear co-operation are ex-
pected to be discussed.

India’s relations with the
United States should also im-
prove as the Trump adminis-
tration explores ways and
means to contain China. The
Ukraine conflict has drained
not only Russian resources but
also depleted American mili-
tary equipment. That gives In-
dia new opportunities to work
with US defence companies.

But the deal between Mos-
cow and Kyiv is not a foregone
conclusion despite Donald
Trump’s efforts and pressure
on Ukraine. If he agrees to
give Russia large parts of his
territory -- which it has failed
to capture on the battlefield —
may end the political career
of Zelensky.

But despite huge Russian
losses in the war, Putin
doesn’t seem in the mood to
give any concessions to
Zelensky.

He appears to be confident
that Russia can continue with
the conflict and achieve a mili-
tary victory, even though that
may take a few more years.
That means more deaths and
destruction in Ukraine. So for
Zelensky and Ukraine, either
scenario is bleak.
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Ontario Auditor General Warns of Major
Gaps in Oversight of Doctor Billings

Ontario’s auditor general has
raised serious concerns about
how the province monitors phy-
sician billing practices, revealing
that the current system fails to
flag high risk or unusual claims.
The findings, released Tuesday
in Shelley Spence’s annual re-
port, highlight long standing
weaknesses in the Ministry of
Health’s oversight tools and warn
that millions of dollars may be
at risk in a system that has not
kept pace with modern technol-
ogy. Spence said that stronger
monitoring could potentially re-
direct funds toward hiring more
family doctors, a critical need as
Ontario struggles with wide-
spread shortages. The audit
found repeated instances of phy-
sicians billing for more than
twenty four hours of work in a

single day, with as many as
eighty two doctors doing so last
year. More than one hundred
doctors annually also submitted
claims for every day of the year,
and several billed for services to
more than five hundred patients
in a single day. While Spence
acknowledged that some claims
may have legitimate explana-
tions, she stressed that the min-
istry has no automatic process
to flag or review them. A post
payment audit uncovered one
case where a doctor received
nearly one point four million dol-
lars in overpayments while log-
ging impossible hours. Health
Ministry officials defended the
system, highlighting the com-
plexity of the province’s five thou-
sand billing codes and the over-
lap between some medical pro-

cedures. However, Spence noted T

that the ministry conducts au-
dits only when prompted by com-
plaints or tips, rather than using
proactive data analysis. The au-
dit division recovered eight point
one million dollars between 2022
and 2025, but staffing levels have
remained unchanged since 2017
despite repeated calls for ex-
pansion. Opposition parties criti-
cized the lack of oversight, with
NDP Leader Marit Stiles calling
the findings unacceptable and
urging the government to improve
monitoring. The report also un-
covered major issues within
Health Care Connect, the
province’s system for linking
patients with family doctors. Al-
though the government has
pledged to ensure every
Ontarian has access to primary

\_\' ’

care by 2029, the audit shows
that only a small portion of
people who lack a family doctor
are registered with the program.
Of the more than one hundred
ninety seven thousand people
referred since 2020, half waited
less than three weeks, but over

one hundred thousand remained
on the wait list for more than a
year as of June. Only seven per-
cent of physicians operating
under a patient enroliment
model accept patients through
Health Care Connect, limiting its
effectiveness.

University of Toronto Hiring for Multiple High-Paying Roles Across All Campuses

The University of Toronto is
recruiting for a wide range of
professional roles this month,
with several positions offering
salaries over $100,000 and
some reaching as high as
$177,843. Opportunities are
available at the St. George,
Scarborough and Mississauga
campuses, spanning adminis-
trative, technical, operational
and executive support roles.
Below is a summary of the
standout openings now ac-
cepting applications.

Administrative & Events

Coordinator

Salary: $67,916 to $86,855
— St. George Campus Appli-
cants must have a three-year
advanced college diploma and
at least three years of admin-
istrative experience, ideally in
higher education or health
care. Required skills include
event planning, calendar man-
agement for senior leadership,
preparing communications,
website maintenance and han-
dling confidential information.
Strong proficiency with
Microsoft Office, virtual
conferencing tools and AV
troubleshooting is essential.
Application deadline: Decem-
ber 12, 2025. Systems Sup-
port Representative Salary:
$81,312 to $103,986 — St.

George Campus Candidates
need a bachelor’s degree and
four years of experience in
graduate admissions systems,
IT, SQL reporting and CRM
configuration. Familiarity with
Technolutions Slate or similar
platforms, as well as systems
like ROSI, Degree Explorer
and eMarks, is required. Ap-
plicants must be able to write
SQL queries, produce detailed
reports and work with
Microsoft Power Platform
tools.
Application deadline:
December 12, 2025.
Student Life Administrative
Assistant Salary: $60,237 to
$77,035 — Scarborough Cam-
pus This role requires a two-
year college diploma and ex-
perience working in student life
or student development. Can-
didates must have advising
experience, strong communi-
cation skills and the ability to
work within an equity and anti-
oppression framework. Inter-
mediate Microsoft Office pro-
ficiency is required.
Application deadline:
December 14, 2025.
Receptionist & Operations
Assistant Salary: $60,237 to
$77,035 — St. George Cam-
pus Applicants need a two-
year college diploma and two

years of administrative, cleri- Required technical skills in-
clude Microsoft Office and da-
tabase systems.
Application deadline:
December 5, 2025.
Staff Relations Advisor Sal-
for repairs and facility support. ary: $76,641 to $127,734 — St.

cal and customer service ex-
perience. Duties include coor-
dinating meeting logistics,
managing event-related travel
and liaising with departments

George Campus Candidates
must hold a university degree,
with HR training or CHRP pre-
ferred. At least three years of
experience in HR coordination,
project administration and
event support is necessary.

Ontario Slows Medical School Expansion After
lgnoring Capacity Warnings, Auditor General Finds

Ontario’s plan to rapidly expand medical
school spaces has been delayed after the gov-
ernment overlooked key warnings about lim-
ited training capacity, according to a new re-
port from Auditor General Shelley Spence. The
Ford government had announced a major in-
crease in medical education seats, including
two brand new medical schools at Toronto
Metropolitan University and York University,

along with expansions at six exist- -

ing institutions. However, the push ,

to move quickly resulted in gaps in “ @
r

& .\-

planning and a failure to assess how

many training spots were available

for future family doctors. The report u
reveals that in November 2023, #**™
medical school leaders cautioned |
the government that family medicine |
training sites and preceptors were
already operating at full capacity. g
These warnings were not incorpo-
rated into planning documents, and
Spence found the province did not
complete a detailed analysis before commit-
ting to the expansion. As a result, medical
schools have been unable to add residency
positions at the pace originally promised. By
the end of the 2025 to 2026 academic year,
postgraduate family medicine seats will fall
forty four percent short of the government’s
initial targets. Government officials disputed
the suggestion that the rollout has been de-
layed. The premier’s office said Toronto Met-
ropolitan University opened its new medical
school at full capacity with ninety four under-
graduate seats in September and that post-
graduate positions were always expected to
scale up gradually over five years. Still, Par-
liamentary Assistant to the Health Minister
Anthony Leardi could not explain why the min-
istry failed to account for training site short-
ages, acknowledging only that the government

set ambitious goals and is still pursuing them.
The auditor general’s report warns that the
province did not adequately plan the infra-
structure investments needed to support more
family medicine residency placements. Fam-
ily medicine graduates typically require two
years of training at designated clinical sites,
which must be staffed and equipped to sup-
port residents. An internal memo cited by the

s
.

7

.

”

auditor stated that medical schools would be
unable to continue expanding without new in-
vestments in training centers. As a result, only
one hundred fifteen new family medicine seats
have been created so far, far below what was
originally projected. Spence also noted that
Ontario has not established performance in-
dicators that would show whether adding more
medical school seats is actually helping con-
nect more residents with primary care. With
more than two million Ontarians lacking a fam-
ily doctor, the province faces a growing need
for long term planning and sustained invest-
ment in training capacity. Without address-
ing systemwide limitations, the report con-
cludes, the promise of expanded medical edu-
cation may not translate into more doctors
where they are needed most.
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Therapist Testifies She Never Advised Ontario Couple to
Puree Children’s Food as Murder Trial Probes Alleged Abuse

A child and family therapist testified
Friday at the first-degree murder trial of
two Ontario women accused of starving
and abusing two Indigenous brothers in
their care, telling the court she never rec-
ommended the boys be fed pureed food
on a consistent basis. Her testimony di-
rectly challenges a key claim made by
the defence. The trial centres on the
death of 12-year-old L.L., who died in the
care of Brandy Cooney and Becky
Hamber in December 2022. The
Burlington couple has pleaded not guilty
to first-degree murder and to charges of
confinement, assault with a weapon and
failing to provide the necessaries of life
to the younger brother, J.L. A publication
ban protects both boys’ identities. Evi-
dence presented in court has included
graphic accounts of severe malnutrition,
alleged forced confinement and strict
control over the boys’ daily routines.
Therapist Terra Bovingdon told the
Ontario Superior Court in Milton that her
work with the family in 2018 and 2019
focused on helping the boys regulate
trauma-related behaviours using support-

ive, repetitive activities. She said she
suggested the use of smoothies or oc-
casional bottle feeding as comforting
tools for traumatized children but did not
advise treating the boys like toddlers for
extended periods or pureeing their food
routinely. Bovingdon emphasized that
any regression-based care should be
short, supportive interactions lasting
about 10-15 minutes. Her testimony
contradicts the defence’s argument that
the couple pureed the boys’ meals on
her professional recommendation. J.L.
previously told the court he was confined
to his room for long stretches and given
only pureed food for extended periods.
Prosecutors allege the couple deprived
both boys of food, forced them to exer-
cise excessively, confined them in locked
rooms and used zip ties as restraints.
Video evidence has shown the boys be-
ing made to climb stairs repeatedly,
which Bovingdon also said she never
advised. The court has heard disturbing
details about L.L.’s final hours. Paramed-
ics found him unresponsive on the base-
ment floor of his locked bedroom, severely

emaciated and soaked with fluid. Wit-
nesses testified that although he was 12,
he appeared closer to six years old due
to extreme malnourishment. Testimony
Friday also touched on additional con-
finement practices. J.L. has said he was
forced to sleep in a zip-tied tent on his
bed and could not use the washroom
without permission. While the defence
argued the tent was used for safety and
to prevent him from running away,
Bovingdon noted that bed tents can

sometimes be therapeutic but only un-
der appropriate, consensual conditions.
Another mental health worker, Chelsey
Harding of Woodview Mental Health and
Autism Services, testified that she re-
signed from her role in part because of
her experiences working with the couple.
She described Cooney and Hamber as
controlling, saying they interfered with
virtual sessions, refused private time with
the boys and abruptly ended meetings.

Southern Ontario Braces for Another Winter

Southern Ontario is preparing for yet another
round of accumulating snow this weekend, with a
widespread 5 to 15 centimetres expected across
the region by Sunday. After a powerful stretch of
lake-effect squalls delivered more than 30
centimetres to several communities in recent
days, including a massive 57 centimetres in Brus-
sels, a new Colorado low is set to move through
and extend winter conditions well into the week-
end.

The developing system will arrive late Satur-
day, beginning in the southwest near Windsor
before spreading into the Greater Toronto Area
overnight and reaching Ottawa early Sunday. Fore-
casters warn that roads may deteriorate quickly
once the snow begins, with the potential for near-
zero visibility at times during the heaviest bursts.
Drivers across southern, central and eastern
Ontario should expect slow travel, slick surfaces

Blast With Up to 15

and difficult conditions through Sunday. Unlike the
recent squalls that targeted specific snowbelt
zones, this weekend system will produce a more
uniform blanket of snow. Regions already hit hard-
est on Thursday and Friday could see an addi-

cm of Fresh Show

tional 10 to 15 centimetres, adding to the signifi-
cant totals already on the ground. Most of south-
ern and eastern Ontario, however, will experience
a widespread 5 to 10 centimetres, with some ar-
eas pushing slightly higher depending on the
system’s intensity. Communities near and south
of Highway 401 may see the snow transition
briefly to light rain before the system exits,
reducing final accumulation amounts in those
pockets. Along the shores of Lake Ontario and
Lake Erie, temperatures will hover just enough
to mix rain into the precipitation at times,
keeping totals closer to 3 to 5 centimetres.
Once the system moves out Sunday night, fresh
bands of lake-effect snow are expected to form
southeast of Lake Huron and Georgian Bay.
Looking ahead to early December, temperatures
across Ontario are forecast to drop sharply be-
hind the departing system.

Ontario Food Bank Use Surges Past One Million
People as Poverty Deepens Across the Provmce

Ontario food banks have re-
corded their highest usage on
record, with more than one mil-
lion people relying on emergency
food support in the past year.
Feed Ontario’s annual Hunger
Report, released Monday, shows
1,007,441 people made nearly
8.7 million visits between April
2024 and March 2025, marking
the ninth consecutive year of ris-
ing demand. Visits are up one per
cent from last year, but the long-
term trend is far more alarming:
food bank use has climbed
eighty-seven per cent since
2020. Feed Ontario CEO Carolyn
Stewart says the numbers high-
light how food insecurity is ex-
panding far beyond meal short-
ages, touching nearly every as-
pect of life, including housing sta-
bility, health, and community

well-being. She warns that the re-
port must serve as a wake-up call
for governments and
policymakers. When people’s ba-
sic needs are unmet, she says,
trust in institutions collapses and
communities weaken. Increas-
ingly, people who rely on food
banks are turning to them more
often; many now visit nine to ten
times a year, up from five to six
visits in the past. The data out-
lines how deeply food insecurity
is rooted across the province.
More than three-quarters of food
bank users are renters and sixty-
one per cent rely on social assis-
tance. Nearly a quarter are em-
ployed, revealing the extent to
which wages have failed to keep
up with costs. Children make up
twenty-nine per cent of all food
bank users. And while fewer

people are making their first visit
compared to last year, the overall
number of visits continues to rise
because those already struggling

are relying on food support for |
longer periods. Reports from com-
munities across Ontario reflectthe
same worsening pattern. In |

Cochrane, officials declared a food

insecurity emergency after de- |
mand more than doubled in just =

three years. The Ottawa Food
Bank has recorded almost
600,000 visits in 2025, and the |
Food Bank of Waterloo Region
recently reported its highest
numbers ever, with more than
622,000 hamper program visits.
Many food banks say they are
serving residents who never
imagined seeking emergency
assistance, including families
with two incomes, newcomers

-y
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and people W|th full-time jobs
who are simply unable to keep
pace with rising costs. Food inse-
curity is also reshaping living con-
ditions. Some households are sac-
rificing internet and basic services
to afford groceries, while others are
losing their homes altogether.
Local organizations report that
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many clients would face
homelessness without the sup-
port of food banks, redirecting the
money saved on groceries toward
rent and utilities. On Manitoulin
Island, service providers say the
region’s scenic reputation masks
widespread under-housing and
homelessness.
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Freeland Calls Ukraine a “Fantastic Investment”
as Canada Commits $235 Million in New Support

Canada is increasing its financial
backing for Ukraine, announcing a new
$235-million package as former finance
minister Chrystia Freeland urged Cana-
dian businesses to view the war-torn
country as a major economic opportu-

nity once peace is secured. Freeland,
now Prime Minister Mark Carney’s spe-
cial envoy for Ukraine’s reconstruction,
delivered her message at a Toronto in-
vestment conference on Tuesday — her
first major domestic speech since tak-
ing on the role.

Freeland argued that Ukraine, long
held back by conflict and corruption, is
poised for a dramatic economic resur-
gence. She said the country has the po-
tential to become a key industrial engine
for Europe, including in defence manu-
facturing, and called it a “fantastic part-
ner” for companies willing to invest early.
Drawing comparisons to Poland’s rise as
an EU economic success story, she said
Ukraine could see a similar transforma-
tion through innovation, resilience and the
entrepreneurial spirit shown during the
war. At the same time, Ottawa confirmed
new funding during the NATO foreign min-
isters’ meeting in Brussels. Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Anita Anand said $200 mil-

I K

lion will go toward Ukraine’s “prioritized
requirements list,” which will be used to
purchase roughly $500 million USD in
military equipment from American sup-
pliers. The remaining $35 million will sup-
port NATO’s broader assistance pro-
gram, covering essentials such as fuel,
medical supplies, communications sys-
tems and winter gear.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii
Sybiha thanked Canada, saying the sup-
port will help protect civilians from Rus-
sian attacks. But Freeland also acknowl-
edged that much of her work revolves
around convincing private-sector inves-
tors to consider Ukraine despite ongo-
ing risks. She described her role as lis-
tening to investor concerns, explaining
long-term opportunities, and helping shift
the conversation from daily wartime
atrocities to Ukraine’s potential for re-
newal.

Senators heard this week that
Ukraine’s reconstruction could exceed

half a trillion dollars. Ukraine’s ambas-
sador to Canada, Andrii Plakhotniuk, out-
lined Kyiv’s priorities in ongoing ceasefire
discussions with Washington, including
how to handle occupied territories, the
use of frozen Russian assets for rebuild-
ing, and the need for strong security
guarantees to deter future attacks. How-
ever, senior Canadian officials cautioned
that Canadian companies remain hesi-
tant to enter Ukraine while fighting con-
tinues, citing severe physical and logis-
tical risks. Other countries, including
France, are already exploring defence
production partnerships inside Ukraine,
highlighting what may become a com-
petitive race for postwar investment.
Freeland is set to move to England next
year to lead the Rhodes Trust in Oxford,
leaving questions about whether she will
continue in her envoy role beyond 2026
— adecision that could shape Canada’s
Iong -term involvement in Ukraine’s recov-

Ottawa Homeowner Says Faulty Renovation Left Her with
$381K in Losses as Contractor Faces Multlple Lawsuits

An Ottawa couple says a
kitchen renovation gone wrong
has cost them more than
$381,000 and left their home se-
verely damaged, leading to a civil
lawsuit against contractor
Giuseppe “Joey” Peloso and his
company, Magnolia Design &
Build. Homeowner Katy Alp al-
leges that poor workmanship,
oversight failures and a lack of
proper inspections caused a
plumbing connection to fail just
six weeks after the project was
completed — flooding both the
kitchen and the basement and

from recent years, including
cases brought by customers,
subcontractors, investors, a ten-
| antand even two foreign govern-
ments, the Embassy of Niger
and the Republic of Austria. In
some cases, courts have already
issued judgments ordering
Peloso or Magnolia to pay out-
standing debts. One subcontrac-
tor, represented by lawyer
Victoria Boddy, says her client
is still owed more than $41,000
. despite a court order and a pay-
ment plan. Peloso declined an
interview but responded through

forcing a full reconstruction of
both spaces. Alp hired Magno-
lia in 2023 to demolish and re-
build the kitchen for just over
$117,000. Work stretched from
March to October 2024, far ex-
ceeding the estimated two-
month timeline. In November,
after returning from a weekend
away, the couple found water

pouring through the kitchen from
a detached supply line, with
three inches of water covering
the basement floor. They allege
the damage revealed deeper is-
sues, including improperly in-
stalled plumbing, unsafe fram-
ing, exposed wiring and missing
ventilation work. Their lawsuit
states Magnolia told them city

inspections had been com-
pleted, but when Alp requested
the reports, the company could
not provide them. She then ar-
ranged for the City of Ottawa to
inspect the work. The Decem-
ber 2024 inspection — reviewed
by CBC — found no inspections
on record and listed multiple
failed checks, including plumb-

ing, framing, HVAC and final re-
views. The inspector ordered all
deficiencies corrected. Peloso
disputes the allegations and
says an inspection was done
and passed, though he has not
provided documentation. The law-
suit is one of several involving
Peloso and Magnolia. CBC re-
viewed multiple active civil claims

John Rustad Resigns as B.C. Conservative Leader Af-
ter Caucus Revolt, Says Party’s Future Still Uncertain

John Rustad has stepped down as
leader of the B.C. Conservative Party, end-
ing a tense 24-hour standoff with his own
caucus following a dramatic
internal revolt. The announce-
ment came Thursday
through a statement re-
leased by the party’s cau-
cus, one day after Rustad
publicly refused to quit de-
spite overwhelming pressure
from both MLAs and party
executives.

In the caucus-issued
statement, Rustad said his
departure should not be in-
terpreted as a “hostile takeover by the BC
Liberals,” pushing back against specula-
tion that members of the former centre-right
party were attempting to steer the Con-
servatives. Many former BC Liberal MLAs

crossed over before last year’s provincial
election, helping the Conservatives surge
into contention.

Rustad acknowledged
that recent events had
shaken party members but
insisted the party remains
conservative at its core. His
resignation follows the party
board’s claim that he had
been “professionally inca-
pacitated,” prompting cau-
cus members to hold a vote
and appoint Trevor Halford as
interim leader after 20 MLAs
declared they had lost confi-
dence in him.

On his personal social media account,
Rustad struck a more defiant tone, sug-
gesting the internal struggle over “the soul
of this party” is far from over. He explained

that he resisted stepping aside because
he felt obligated to defend his vision for
the party, especially after months of criti-
cism and the recent departure of five MLAs
over disagreements with his leadership.

Rustad urged supporters to stay en-
gaged, take out party memberships and
hold the Conservatives to the same stan-
dard of accountability he faced. He warned
that media outlets might try to elevate pre-
ferred leadership contenders who do not
represent the interests of ordinary British
Columbians. “The fight for this province has
never belonged to one person. It belongs
to all of us,” he wrote, signalling that inter-
nal debates about direction and leadership
will likely continue.

Despite the turmoil, Rustad pledged to
support the caucus as it works to provide
what he called a “strong and unified oppo-
sition” to the provincial government.

a public relations agency, say-
ing disputes are rare given the
company’s volume of projects.
He rejected the allegations of
poor workmanship and said Mag-
nolia has completed more than
400 renovations in the Ottawa re-
gion over the past three years.
He also said Magnolia’s insurer
is reviewing the situation involv-
ing Alp’s home and that delays
or issues raised during the
project were addressed. Regu-
latory concerns are also part of
Alp’s case. Magnolia advertised
membership with the Greater
Ottawa Home Builders’ Associa-
tion and its RenoMark program
— affiliations meant to signal pro-
fessionalism — but GOHBA says
Magnolia’s membership was ter-
minated in April 2024 after fees
were never paid. The association
issued a cease-and-desist letter in
November ordering Magnolia to
remove its logo. Magnolia also re-
activated a HomeStars profile re-
cently, but the platform has sus-
pended the account pending re-
view. Alp says she believed Mag-
nolia was reputable based onthese
advertised credentials, and now
hopes her case highlights the need
for stronger oversight of home reno-
vation contractors in Ontario. As
her family undergoes a second full
renovation of their kitchen and
basement, she says the experi-
ence has been financially and emo-
tionally devastating.
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New Poll Shows Liberals Holding Steady Lead
as Voters Remain Unconvinced by Any Party

A new Postmedia-Leger poll
suggests that Canada’s federal
political landscape remains
largely stalled, with voters show-
ing little movement in their opin-
ions of the major parties. The
survey, conducted between Nov.
28 and 30, shows the Liberals
maintaining 43 per cent support
among decided voters, un-
changed from early November.
The Conservatives slipped
slightly to 36 per cent, dropping
two points, while the Bloc
Québécaois rose to nine per cent
and the NDP edged up to eight

per cent. Despite these shifts,
analysts say the numbers point
to an electorate that has not yet
been persuaded by any clear al-
ternative. Andrew Enns, execu-
tive vice-president at Leger, told
Postmedia that the polling high-
lights a political environment
where neither of the major par-
ties has secured a direct path
to victory. He noted that recent
political developments, including
a Conservative resignation, a
floor crossing, the passage of
the 2025 federal budget and
major project announcements,

have done little to sway public
sentiment. Enns described vot-
ers as effectively “parked,” wait-
ing to see whether the new Lib-
eral government delivers on
policy promises before evaluat-
ing the broader field. Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney’s approval
numbers remain stable, with 51
per cent of Canadians satisfied
with his performance and 38 per
cent dissatisfied. Overall satis-
faction with the Liberal govern-
ment stands at 49 per cent. Sup-
port for federal opposition lead-
ers, by contrast, continues to
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The week ahead brings several key develop-

these major shopping events will reveal how much

ments that will shape Canada’s economic con-
versation as the year draws to a close. Retailers,
banks, analysts, and policymakers are watching
closely as major indicators in consumer spend-
ing, employment, and corporate performance
emerge. From online shopping behaviour to the
latest labour force trends, the next few days offer
a snapshot of where the Canadian economy stands
heading into December. Cyber Monday will set
the tone for the holiday shopping season as re-
tailers push hard for online traffic after Black Fri-
day. With inflation still affecting household bud-
gets and the impact of United States tariffs weigh-
ing on consumer confidence, performance across

Canadians are willing to spend. Strong results
could signal resilience during a challenging year,
while weaker numbers may reflect lasting caution
from shoppers heading into the winter months. The
country’s biggest banks are also in the spotlight.
Scotiabank will open earnings season on Tues-
day, followed by Royal Bank of Canada and Na-
tional Bank of Canada on Wednesday. Bank of
Montreal, CIBC, and Toronto Dominion Bank will
release their results on Thursday. Investors will
be paying close attention to loan performance,
credit conditions, and any signs of stress among
households and businesses as higher interest
rates continue to filter through the system.

lag. Conservative Leader Pierre
Poilievre holds a satisfaction rat-
ing of 31 per cent, while Green
Leader Elizabeth May sits at 26
per cent. Bloc Québécois
Leader Yves-Francois Blanchet
has 19 per cent approval, and
NDP interim leader Don Davies
sits at 17 per cent. Carney leads
comfortably as the preferred
prime minister at 40 per cent,
ahead of Poilievre at 28 per cent.

The poll highlights a signifi-
cant level of uncertainty, espe-
cially among women. Thirty-one
per cent of women surveyed said
they did not know which leader
they would choose for prime

minister, nearly double the rate
recorded among men. Enns said
this ambivalence suggests an
opportunity for all parties to
strengthen their case to unde-
cided voters as the country en-
ters the new year.

Among Conservative support-
ers, 78 per cent said Poilievre
should remain leader, though
respondents from other political
camps expressed the opposite
sentiment. Enns noted that while
these results do not amount to
an overwhelming endorsement
for Poilievre within his party, they
also do not signal major discon-
tent.
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