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—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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Free consultation .
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Why Big Tech Has Committed Almost
$80 Billion To India In Two Months

In the 2000s, the Indian economy
grew at spectacular rates. Those were
heady years, as the growth rate accel-
erated on the back of a steady flow of

foreign direct investment (FDI). From
Mumbai to Bengaluru (it was still Ban-
galore then), there was genuine excite-
ment. India was truly shining. Towards
the fag end of the decade, annual FDI
touched nearly $40 billion.

At the time, $40 billion was truly
something. Most of that investment
went into traditional sectors such as
telecom, metals, automobiles, energy
and old-world manufacturing. In those
years, India had no digital rails, a na-
scent startup ecosystem and no pub-
lic cloud strategy.

A similar excitement is in the air
today. After the doom and gloom of the
Covid-19 years, India's economic en-
gine has slipped back into fifth gear.
Investor confidence in the India story
has been fully restored. Compared to
the world of the 2000s, the picture to-
day is dramatically different. India is
now part of the global high-tech chain:
semiconductors, Al, cloud, data cen-
tres, electronics. The shift is seismic.

Best Of Times?

In this backdrop, Big Tech has en-
tered India with confidence and deep
pockets. Since October, they have been
lining up at India's doorstep with
cheque books open. Amazon has prom-
ised $35 billion. Microsoft has commit-
ted $17.5 billion. Google is building a
$15 billion Al data hub. Intel has tied
up with Tata to anchor India's semicon-

ductor ambitions. After adding a few
other players, India has attracted more
than $80 billion in fresh tech pledges
within weeks. And this is on top of

India's already strong post-pandemic
annual FDI inflow of more than $80 bil-
lion. Not long ago, we struggled to at-
tract foreign capital. The sudden surge
today feels almost electric. So what has
changed?

A lot of businessmen and investors
here are wondering what has changed
in India, why the world's richest tech
companies are betting so aggressively
on a market that, they insist, still
wrestles with paperwork, state-level
delays and regulatory bottlenecks.
They ask why Big Tech would take this
risk when the US under President
Trump is nudging them to invest at
home. lItis not very difficult to answer
these questions. Consider this: India
offers what no other democracy can. A
digital universe of at least a billion
people. The world's second-largest pool
of tech talent. A market where cloud
consumption is growing faster than al-
most anywhere else. A state that has
made Al infrastructure, semiconductor
production and packaging and public
digital platforms the spine of its next
economic phase.

Al models devour data. They need
millions of testers. They need lan-
guages - India offers at least 22, along
with accents and behavioural patterns.
They need engineers who can train,
tune and monitor them. India has all
four in abundance. That is why India

beckons Big Tech.

But there is a deeper story under
the headline numbers. These tech gi-
ants are not simply building data cen-
tres. They are embedding themselves
into India's long-term economic story,
at least for 20-30 years.

The government's move may be over-
due, but it arrives at a decisive moment.
A national sovereign Al framework is
slated to roll out in February. The out-
line is clear. Public datasets, compute
grids, domestic model building, Indian
language Al, sector-specific guidelines,
safety checks and incentives to build
indigenous Al capability. It will be India's
attempt to ensure that intelligence, like
data, becomes a strategic public re-
source. The new policy will formalise
what the world is already sensing. In-
dia intends to build Al, not just consume
it.

The Largest Applied Al Market

Where does India stand in the Al
world right now? Not at the top. But it
is breaking into inner circles. The US
and China dominate foundational model-
building, but India has the talent to
power the global industry. It has train-
ing data worth more than 22 major lan-
guages. It has UPI, Aadhaar, DigiLocker
and ONDC. It has one of the world's
cheapest compute-to-labour cost ra-
tios. It has the world's largest youth
workforce. What India lacks in semi-
conductor fabrication and frontier
model labs, it makes up for in scale
and human capital. With the right
policy push, India can become the
world's largest applied Al market.

The latest tech pledges go far be-
yond symbolic interest. Amazon's $35
billion plan will expand India's cloud
backbone and build new Al infrastruc-
ture. Microsoft's over $17 billion com-
mitment includes a hyperscale cloud
region in Hyderabad, going live in 2026,
and access to a sovereign cloud that
allows sensitive Indian data to stay
within the country. Google's Al hub
brings compute muscle India has
never had before. Intel's partnership
with Tata means India finally has a
credible foothold in the semiconduc-
tor ecosystem, something it has tried
to build for decades. These invest-

ments create jobs, supply chains and
training pipelines. They nurture
startups. They reduce dependency on
imported cloud and Al models. They
amplify domestic innovation.

But do pledges always become re-
ality, one might ask. Not always. Land
approvals can drag. Water supply for
data centres can become compli-
cated. Power distribution can slow
timelines. Local politics can intervene.
Even the best laid plans can wobble.
Some pledges will take longer. Some
will shrink. Some will be renegotiated.
But the direction is clear. Data cen-
tres and cloud regions are not easily
shifted once planned. Talent ecosys-
tems take years to build, and once
they form, companies do not walk
away casually. The Indian market has
become too large and central to the
future of Al for global firms to ignore
or abandon.

India Needs To Match The
Momentum

The opportunity is coming. The
question is what India must do next.
Policies alone are not enough. India
needs reliable power grids, fast-track
clearances, transparent data gover-
nance rules, predictable taxation,
seamless inter-ministerial coordina-
tion and long-term planning for energy
and water. India is growing fast and
cannot afford the delay culture if it
wants to become an Al superpower.

Educational institutions face an
equally urgent challenge. Many engi-
neering colleges still teach curricula
built for the early 2000s. Some elite
institutions have upgraded, but the
majority lag behind the industry's
pace. Experts emphasise India needs
Al labs across campuses. It needs
machine learning courses integrated
with practical cloud exposure, partner-
ships with global cloud providers, up-
dated syllabi for chip design,
cybersecurity, robotics and human Al
collaboration.

India now has the confidence of the
world's biggest tech firms at a time
when other large markets are slowing
or turning inward. This is India's sun-
shine moment. And the world is watch-
ing because the stakes are enormous.

Dhurandhar proves India can handle the truth without burning a bus

At 1330 hours, on a pleasant
Bombay afternoon, a car exploded
in the basement of the Bombay
Stock Exchange, rocking the 28-
storey building and killing 50 people.
Just 30 minutes later, another bomb
went off at Corporation Bank. More
casualties. Within the next two
hours, 12 blasts ripped through
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Mumbai, killing 257. A strategic
choice of time, on a Friday
afternoon. The then chief minister
found this out pretty quickly, and
so he invented the 13th blast,
purportedly in an area of the other
community.

“To prevent communal

riots,” he said.
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He was dutifully lauded by the
Srikrishna Commission for quick
thinking and avoiding a flare-up. The
minister added this to his CVinthe
achievements column and boasted
about it years later on a news
channel.

This wasn't the first time. The
holes in the secular fabric of the
country were always patched by
honourable lies. Truth was
increasingly seen as propaganda.
Most intellectuals in the post-
independence era grew up with the
same muscle memory.

“We cannot afford to tell them
the truth. What if they burn a bus?”

The first generation, the ones
who drafted our academic
curriculum, were at least self-aware

of the deceit, but the second
generation, the kids of the NCERT,
missed the self-awareness part.
They grew up, learnt fine arts and
valourised Aurangzeb and the likes
in their movies, TV serials and
various artforms.

Some of them went on to
become movie critics, the ones who
find the subject matter of the movie
Dhurandhar to be propaganda.
Anything which invokes any
adrenaline rush, any feeling of being
historically wronged, any iota of
revenge, the muscle memory rejects
it as propaganda.

The chief grouse is: this movie
is a paean to the incumbent
government, an ode to the idea of a
post-2014 new India, effectively

helping them in their political
agenda. Several instances, where
the characters talk of a prophecy,
that a time will come when they
will be able to hit back.

Credit where due, we have hit
back. You cannot deny the merit
point to this dispensation, and they
have encashed that intent at the
polling booth. Apolitical party does
what it has always done. It's
natural for someone to grab the
available constituency the
moment the trance is broken. The
masses, which were always
handled by the kid gloves of the
intellectual elite, quarantined from
the harsh past lest they revol,
suddenly started accessing history
beyond their textbooks.
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Redefining Aravali, The Oldest Hills
Chain: Why A Matter Of Concern?

Jag Mohan Thaken

The coming generations will hardly
believe that there was a chain of the
oldest mountains, namely the Aravali hills,
on Indian earth and they will read only in
the books that the hills spread over 800
km from Gujarat to Delhi, through
Rajasthan and Haryana, ever actually
existed. Reason: The recent Supreme
Court decision. On November 20, 2025,
a Supreme Court bench passed a vital
judgement over the definition of the
Aravalli Hills, India’s oldest mountain
range, accepting the recommendations
made by a committee spearheaded by
the Union Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC).
The Court ruling has narrowed the new
definition of the Aravalli hills to the extent
of 100 metre elevation threshold,
resulting in the outage of hills parts below

Supporting his point, Gehlot states
that a mountain is defined not by its
height, but by its Geological Structure. A
small rock is part of the same tectonic
plate and mountain range as a towering
peak. Separating the two is scientifically
irrational.

How will the vanishing Aravali chain

100 meters height from the definition of |

mountains category, which will exclude

over 90% of the range from protection, |

allowing large-scale mining.

The former Chief Minister of
Rajasthan, Ashok Gehlot warns that this
decision is not about environmental
protection; it is a 'red carpet’ for mining
mafias. History will never forgive the
injustice the government is inflicting upon
future generations by inviting the Thar
Desert right up to Delhi's doorstep.

This recent controversial redefinition
will have severe negative effects on the
environment and public health in North-
West India, particularly the Delhi-NCR
region.

Ashok Gehlot tweeted on December
16,2025, “The Aravalli range is not just a
mountain for Rajasthan; it is our 'protective
shield.' Limiting it to a '100-meter' scope
based on the Union Government’s
recommendation is tantamount to signing
a 'death certificate' for 90% of the state's
Aravallis. The most alarming fact is that
90% of the Aravalli hills in Rajasthan are
lower than 100 meters in height. If these
are excluded from the definition, it is not
merely a change of name, but the removal
of alegal shield. This directly implies that
the Forest Conservation Act will no longer
apply in these areas, allowing for
unfettered mining.”

IAG MoﬂAN THAKE

affect the environment and ecological
balance? Mr. Gehlot explains that the
Aravalli is a wall that prevents the Thar
Desert from expanding. Experts warn that
even smaller hills (ridges) of 10 to 30
meters are equally effective in blocking
dust storms. Opening these small hills
to mining is akin to personally inviting the
desert to expand into Delhi and Eastern
Rajasthan. The rocky structure of the
Aravallis intercepts rainwater and
channels it underground. These hills act
as groundwater recharge zones for the
entire region. Removing them is an
invitation to drought in North-West India,
a region already grappling with water
scarcity.

The Aravalli is the barrier that stops
the deadly heat waves from the west and
prevents the Thar Desert from
encroaching upon the fertile plains of
Eastern Rajasthan, Delhi, and Uttar
Pradesh.

Kumari Selja, a former Union Minister,
and Sirsa MP, in a press statement on
3rd December, criticizing the decision to
remove hills below 100 metres in height
from mining restrictions in the Aravalli

mountain range, calling it a reckless
assault on India’s environment and the
future of generations to come, said the
decision is anti-environment, destructive,
and a result of the government’s
misguided policies that are pushing
natural resources towards a crisis.

Kumari Selja said the Aravalli is not
merely a mountain range-itis the
ecological lifeline of North India.
It protects the Rajasthan-
Haryana-Delhi region from
desertification, plays a critical
role in water conservation, and
safeguards the livelihood and
lives of millions of people. In
such a situation, giving mining
mafias a free hand is utterly
irresponsible. She added that
the government’s move is a
dangerous step towards
legalising illegal mining and
destroying the environment. The
destruction of Aravalli hills will
directly and severely impact
water sources, greenery,
groundwater levels, and public health.
Kumari Selja warned that Haryana and
Delhi-NCR are already facing severe
pollution and water scarcity. Weakening
the Aravalli range could trigger an
environmental disaster for the entire
region.

It is a well-established fact that the
Aravalli hills chain is the oldest mountain
on Earth. It spans over 800km from
Gujarat to Delhi (through Rajasthan and
Haryana). The highest peak in the Aravalli
Range is Guru Peak on Mount Abu.

The Forest cover in Aravali chains not
only preserves humidity in the
atmosphere, but it also modulates wind
direction and its flow, regulating rainfall
patterns and checks drought across
some northern states. It also serves as
pollution barricades to the Delhi- NCR
areas, which are even presently facing
higher AQI despite this Hills chain’s role
in trapping pollutants. What shall be the
position of Delhi-NCR pollution, when
there will be no Aravali to give protection?

Concludingly we can say that the
Aravallis act as a crucial natural barrier,
blocking dust and sand storms from the

Thar Desert from spreading into the fertile
Indo-Gangetic plains. Their
disappearance would allow the desert to
expand eastward, impacting agriculture
and quality of life for millions.

The hills serve as natural wind
regulators and "lungs" that filter the air.
Losing this natural shield would
significantly worsen air quality in the
Delhi-NCR region, leading to increased
respiratory illnesses like asthma and
bronchitis, and other health problems.

The highly fractured and weathered
rocks of the Aravallis function as a critical
natural water recharge zone, allowing
rainwater to percolate and replenish
aquifers. Their degradation disrupts this
process, leading to further drops in
already dangerously low groundwater
levels and water scarcity in the region.

The range is a biodiversity hotspot,
home to hundreds of bird species and
endangered mammals like leopards,
hyenas, and jackals. The destruction of
their habitat forces wildlife into human
settlements, increasing human-wildlife
conflict.

The loss of vegetation cover and
changes in topography impact local
rainfall patterns, moderate wind velocity,
and contribute to increased heat stress
and extreme weather events throughout
North-West India.

Many rivers and seasonal streams
originate in the Aravallis, including the
Banas, Luni, Sahibi, and Sakhi rivers.
Many of these rivers have already
disappeared due to environmental
degradation and over-exploitation, and
further loss of the hills will exacerbate
water insecurity. What disasters our next
generations will have to face, we can
imagine and when even imagination
seems to be so dreadful, then what shall
be the real danger? Will we inherit such
a destructive situation for our coming
generations? Shouldn’t we have a re-
thought over redefining the Aravalis?
Before it's too late, shouldn’t we take into
account the warning given by Ashok
Gehlot, “History will never forgive the
injustice the government is inflicting upon
future generations by inviting the Thar
Desert right up to Delhi's doorstep”.

Trump designates fentanyl as a weapon of
mass destruction in sweeping new order

The US on Monday formally
elevated illicit fentanyl to the
category of a weapon of mass
destruction after President
Donald Trump signed an
executive order to that effect. "This
poison has turned into a weapon,”
Trump said, arguing that fentanyl
is being used by cartels and

foreign networks to devastate
American communities. "We are
unleashing every available tool to
stop it." The order directs the
Pentagon, Justice Department,
State Department, Treasury and
Homeland Security to take
expanded action against the
production, trafficking and

financing of fentanyl, which the
White House now frames not just
as adeadly drug but as a potential
chemical weapon.

BREAKING: President
Trump just declared
FENTANYL a WEAPON OF
MASS DESTRUCTION.

This critical step unleashes
every tool to combat the cartels
& foreign networks responsible for
flooding communities with this
deadly substance—the leading
cause of death among Americans
aged 18-45. pic.twitter.com/
C9YXC53kzK In a fact sheet
released alongside the order, the
White House said the move is
aimed at "unleashing every

available tool" against drug cartels
and foreign networks accused of
flooding US communities with
fentanyl and its chemical
ingredients. The administration
argues that fentanyl meets the
threshold of a weapon of mass
destruction because of its
extreme lethality and potential for
misuse in large-scale attacks.
Just two milligrams of fentanyl --
roughly 10 to 15 grains of table
salt -- is considered a lethal dose.
The White House warned that the
drug could be weaponised for
"concentrated, large-scale terror
attacks by organised
adversaries." "lllicit fentanyl is
closer to a chemical weapon than

a narcotic," the fact sheet said,
noting that it has become the
leading cause of death among
Americans aged 18 to 45.
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT,
MILITARY GIVEN NEW
ROLES

Under the executive order, the
attorney general is directed to
pursue tougher criminal charges,
sentencing enhancements and
longer prison terms in fentanyl
trafficking cases. The order also
instructs the Secretary of State
and treasury secretary to target
assets, financial institutions and
international networks linked to
fentanyl production and
distribution.
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Minnesota's fraud scheme is exposed.

President Trump should investigate
COVID-era fraud that bilked taxpayers
under both Minnesota's Gov Tim Walz
and California's Gov Gavin Newsom
George Washington Plunkitt was born
into poverty in 1842 but rose through the
ranks of the Democratic Party machine
of New York, the famed "Tammany Hall,"
to become a state representative and a
state senator. He also became quite
wealthy along the way. Plunkitt always
defended his machine and its methods
— and the money they made him.
Plunkitt would gladly defend the practices
of Tammany, rebutting charges of
corruption with the standard reply that
"nobody thinks of drawin’ the distinction
between honest graft and dishonest graft.
There’s all the difference in the world
between the two." Plunkitt’'s brazenness
lives on in the modern-day machines of
the left, found in the deep-blue

jurisdictions of the country. With the focus
on the bilking of Minnesota taxpayers by
the Somali community of the Twin Cities
(many citizens, many not), voters across
the country are still in shock as the story
has unfolded since 2022. The lights shone
on the Gopher State should get much
brighter now, and after that, | have a follow-
up that will make the swamp of the Twin
Cities seem like a puddle. The Minnesota
story has been hiding in plain sight, with
superb reporters from one of the original
blogs of more than 20 years ago,
Powerline, poring over the scandal for
years. Powerline’s founders John
Hinderaker and Scott Johnson, and more
recently their colleague Bill Glahn, have
continued to dig and report, dig and
report, dig and report on the "Somali
connection." In recent weeks, the story
caught fire with the help of reporting by
Ryan Thorpe and Christopher Rufo of the
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Manhattan Institute’s City Journal and by
Fox News. That "Minnesota is drowning
in fraud," as Thorpe and Rufo putit, has
now become a national story. Pray that
it is the first of many. "There’s an honest
graft, and I'm an example of how it
works," Boss Plunkitt would say. "l
might sum up the whole thing by sayin’:
| saw my opportunities and | took ‘em."
Turns out the defendants, the indicted and
the convicted in the Gopher State saw
their opportunities as well, and they put
Tammany to shame when it came to
scale and speed. The conmen of
Minnesota bilked the state out of vast
piles of cash through a variety of plays,
the most infamous of which is, for the
moment, "Feeding Our Future." It took
truly extraordinary efforts by Minnesota
Gov. Tim Walz and the state’s attorney
general, Keith Ellison, to turn their eyes
the other way to allow that scam and
soon others to flourish. The possessed
girl in "The Exorcist" had nothing on
Walz and Ellison when it came to turning
their heads. We have former Attorney
General Eric Holder and former White
House Counsel Dana Remus to thank for
elevating the massive fraud ring run
primarily out of the Somali American and
Somali community in the Twin Cities to
the nation’s attention. *Why? Because
that pair made Walz much more than an
obscure governor of a deep-blue state.
That duo was primarily responsible for
"vetting” the 2024 Democratic nominee for
vice president as one of Democratic
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Now Trump has golden moment to strike

presidential candidate Kamala Harris’
potential running mates. The dynamic duo
of Holder and Remus either wholly missed
the massive cons run on Walz’s watch or
judged them not significant enough to
derail his candidacy. <During "Brat
Summer," the legacy media abandoned
its past practices and joined in the effort
to push the worst pair of candidates to
the finish since Alf Landon and Frank Knox
got blown out by FDR in the 1936
referendum on Roosevelt's New Deal.
Holder blessed Walz, and Holder’s fans in
the Manhattan—Beltway corridor followed
suit. Media elites blessed Holder’s
judgment in turn.Big mistake. Now Walz
is part of the national Democratic Party’s
brand and refuses to go away, choosing to
concentrate his efforts on running for a third
term as governor next year — and
apparently hoping he might be the party’s
standard-bearer in 2028. Instead, "Feeding
Our Future" broke out of the Minnesota
news ghetto and onto the national stage.
"Run Tim Run" should be the GOP’s chant,
alongside "Run Gavin Run," because just
like Walz, California Gov. Gavin Newsom
has some industrial-level explaining to do.
No, I'm not referring to the California
governor’s French Laundry debacle. And
no, not the devastating fires that tore
through L.A. in January. Not even his
indicted former chief of staff. No, the exact
parallel to Walz’s woe is the Newsom
administration’s handling of COVID-era relief
for the unemployed — a statewide con run
by political cons.
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Is Stability Replacing Freedom As The New Political Promise?

Across both democracies
and non-democracies, a quiet
shift is occurring in the language
of politics. Leaders no longer
primarily speak of liberty, rights,

or dissent. Instead, they
promise order, efficiency,
predictability, and stability. This
subtle yet significant change
signals a reordering of political
priorities, where freedom is no
longer the central promise of
governance but a negotiable
cost.The question worth asking,
therefore, is not whether
citizens still value freedom, but
whether states are increasingly
marketing stability as a
substitute for it.
The New Political
Bargain

Throughout much of the
twentieth century, political
legitimacy—especially in
democracies—was based on
the expansion of rights.
Governments justified their
authority by widening
participation, tolerating dissent,

and protecting civil liberties.
Today, the justification is
different.The modern state
presents itself as a manager of
complexity. It offers security in
a world of uncertainty,
administrative efficiency instead
of deliberation, and rapid
decision-making over
procedural debate. Stability is
framed not merely as desirable
but as essential. This new
bargain is persuasive because
it addresses genuine anxieties:
economic volatility,
technological disruption,
migration, pandemics, and
geopolitical instability. Citizens
exhausted by crisis are more
receptive to promises of control
than ideals of freedom. The
danger lies in how easily this
bargain normalises reduced
scrutiny and constrained
dissent.
Why Stability Has
Become Politically
Attractive

Stability is easier to
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communicate than freedom. It
is measurable, visible, and
produces short-term results.
Freedom, by contrast, is untidy.
It tolerates disagreement,
slows decision-making, and
produces noise. In an age of
permanent crisis, governments
find it easier to argue that
deliberation is a luxury and
dissent a risk. Administrative
competence replaces
democratic accountability as
the benchmark of success.

Technology accelerates this
shift. Data-driven governance,
predictive policing, surveillance
infrastructure, and algorithmic
decision-making all promise
order without argument. The
state appears efficient precisely
because it becomes less
answerable. What emerges is
not overt authoritarianism, but
something more ambiguous: a
governance model that
functions well while listening
less.

The Global Pattern

This trend is not confined to
any one ideology or region.
Across continents,
democratically elected
governments invoke stability to
justify restrictions on protest,
media scrutiny, and institutional
checks. Authoritarian regimes,
meanwhile, present efficiency
as proof of legitimacy. Even
liberal democracies
increasingly defend
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extraordinary powers as
permanent necessities.The
language differs, but the logic
is consistent: freedom is
portrayed as conditional,
stability as foundational. What
unites these systems is not
repression, but the quiet
narrowing of acceptable political
contestation. The Institutional
Cost When stability becomes
the primary promise,
institutions begin to change.
Parliaments are sidelined in
favour of executive decision-
making. Regulators prioritise
order over transparency.
Media is encouraged to
amplify reassurance rather
than scrutiny. Courts are
burdened with resolving
political questions that once
belonged to public debate.
None of this happens
dramatically. It happens
administratively. The system
continues to function.
Elections are held. Laws are
passed. But the space for
disagreement shrinks—not
by decree, but by design.
Over time, citizens internalise
this logic. They trade
participation for predictability,
rights for reassurance.
Temporary Phase or
New Normal?
Supporters of stability-first
governance argue that
freedom can return once order
is secured. History suggests

otherwise. Powers
accumulated in the name of
stability are rarely surrendered
voluntarily. Emergency
measures harden into norms.
Temporary restrictions acquire
permanent justifications.The
more a political system relies
on stability for legitimacy, the
less tolerant it becomes of
uncertainty—and democracy,
by its nature, is uncertain. This
creates a paradox: the more
stability is promised, the more
fragile democratic trust
becomes.
What Is at Stake

The danger is not that
freedom will disappear
overnight. It is that it will be
redefined downwards—from a
foundational principle to an
optional feature. A society that
accepts stability as a
replacement for freedom may
remain orderly, efficient, and
governable. But it risks
becoming politically shallow—
capable of administration, but
not self-correction.Democracy
does not collapse when
citizens lose rights. It
collapses when citizens lose
the habit of questioning power.

A Choice Still Exists

This shift is not inevitable.
Stability and freedom are not
natural opposites. The real
choice lies in whether states
treat freedom as a constraint or
as a condition of legitimacy.
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A City Without Water Is A
Harbinger Of A Thirsty Planet

The history of our cities has
been written in water.

In Mesopotamia, Egypt and
the Indus valley, the first urban
settlements were built around
irrigated farmland. Flooded
terrace fields for rice, corn and
quinoa accompanied the
spread of civilization in East
Asia and the Americas.
Without water, the megacities
that will define the 21st century
would wither and perish.

That's looking like a risk
factor in an increasing number
of locations. Cape Town and

Chennai in recent years
endured punishing droughts
that left them on the brink of
crisis. Similar conditions
afflicted the upwardly-mobile
Indian cities of Bengaluru and
Hyderabad last year. Now
Tehran (biggest of all, with about
15 million people) is facing the
same emergency.

Residents of Iran's capital
are having their taps turned off
for hours at a time to ration
usage, amid a five-year drought
and rainfall that's been running
at 96 per cent below average

levels. The city may have to be
evacuated altogether if a current
dry spell doesn't break soon,
President Masoud Pezeshkian
said last month. That underlines
a grim fact of modern life: Even
relatively affluent and
sophisticated cities might be
just a few dry years away from
“day zero” — the point where
life-giving water supplies run
out.

Tehran's desperate situation
has its origins in the same
mania for food and energy
security that's causing many

nations to raise trade and
regulatory barriers to clean
power right now. A commitment
to food self-sufficiency following
the 1979 Iranian revolution —
spurning imports of nutritional
energy in favor of home-grown
wheat and rice — has drained
aquifers and reservoirs to feed
thirsty crops. More than 90% of
water goes to agriculture,
leaving precious little left over for
the needs of urbanites.

That might be excusable
given the widespread sanctions
that have crippled lIran's
economy for decades, but it's
been accompanied by wasteful
usage, too. Per-capita water
resources are greater than in
Germany, India or South Korea,
so should be sufficient to
supply most of Iran's needs, if
they were well managed.
That's not what's happened.
Flood irrigation, an ancient
practice that wastes immense
amounts of H20O through
evaporation when compared to
drip irrigation that uses pipes,
is still the predominant
method of watering fields.

Tariffs and subsidies mean
trade with more productive
countries is fragile. China and
India are the biggest producers
of grain, and also major
participants in the barter-style
oil trade that gets around

international sanctions on
Tehran. China, however, barely
exports food to Iran, while
India's basmati farmers have
to contend with occasional
import bans imposed
whenever the Iranian
government wants to prop up
its local growers.

Comments from energy
minister Abbas Aliabadi earlier
this month supporting the
import of “virtual water” —
thirsty crops that should be
produced in countries with
more abundant rainfall — are
a rare official admission that
the drive to self-sufficiency is
failing, and more food is going
to need to come in from
overseas.

This crisis is a sign of a
planet whose cycles are
increasingly slipping out of
balance. While a shortage of
water is crippling Iran, on the
other side of the Indian Ocean
an excess from monsoonal
rains has caused $20 billion
of flood damages from Sri
Lanka to Vietnam. Both
situations would have been
unlikely without the effects of
climate change. Whereas
Iran can now expect a drought
like that of 2025 every 10
years, in a pre-warming world
it would have happened as
rarely as once a century.

MIT professor Nuno Loureiro shotat Smelly Indians remark gets US techie the

his Brookline home, dies of injuries boot S

A professor at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology was shot dead
at his home in Brookline,
Massachusetts, according to the
Associated Press. The victim was
identified as Nuno F. G. Loureiro, 47,
the director of MIT's Plasma Science
and Fusion Centre and a current MIT
faculty member from Portugal.
According to the Norfolk District
Attorney's Office, Brookline Police
received a report late Monday night
of a man suffering from apparent
gunshot wounds at a private
residence. Loureiro was taken to a
local hospital, where he later died. The
district attorney's office confirmed on
Tuesday that Loureiro was
pronounced dead earlier in the
day.Massachusetts State Police have
launched a homicide investigation into
the Killing, as per Fox News.
Authorities have not released details
of any suspect or motive. CBS News
reported that a neighbour heard three
loud sounds on Monday evening and
thought somebody in the building was
kicking a door.

MIT CONFIRMS FACULTY

MEMBER'S DEATHMIT's office

confirmed Loureiro's identity and
said he held senior academic and
leadership roles at the institute. He
was a professor in the departments
of Nuclear Science & Engineering and
Physics, and also served as Director

of MIT's Plasma Science and Fusion

Center. "Sadly, | can confirm that |
Professor Nuno Loureiro, who died |
early this morning, was a current MIT |

faculty member," MIT spokesperson
Sarah McDonnell said in a statement
posted on MIT's website. "Our deepest
sympathies are with his family,
students, colleagues, and all those
who are grieving. Focused outreach
and conversations are taking place
within our community to offer care and
support for those who knew Prof.
Loureiro, and a message will be shared
with our wider community,"” she added.
MIT said it would not release further
information at this stage, citing respect
for the integrity of the ongoing
investigation.
WHO WAS NUNO LOUREIRO?

According to MIT, Loureiro had an
extensive academic background and
international career in physics. He
completed his postgraduate studies at
the Instituto Superior Tcnico in Lisbon
and later earned a PhD in Physics from
Imperial College London. In 2015, he
received the Thomas H. Stix Award for
Outstanding Early Career
Contributions to Plasma Physics
Research from the American Physical
Society. He joined MIT as a faculty
member in 2016 and was appointed the
Herman Feshbach (1942) Professor of
Physics, along with a professorship in
Nuclear Science and Engineering.

N|k Pash, the Al head at Cline, an open-
source autonomous LLM (large language
model) coding tool, could never have
imagined that a three-word comment on
a photo of techies would spark a firestorm
on social media and even cost him his
job. "Imagine the smell", Pash wrote under
an X post about a San Francisco
hackathon where most participants were
from Indian and South Asian
communities.Pash likely assumed the
remark was "casual” and "harmless", but
the backlash over the racist comment
snowballed into a major controversy, and
Pash is now reportedly booted out of Cline
Al. Cline Al CEO, Saoud Rizwan, tried to
defend Pash, saying his comment had
been gravely misunderstood, and that
packed events like Hackathons always
"smelled bad", but his efforts were in vain,
and Pash was reportedly sacked. But the
decision to sack Pash only intensified the
debate and triggered a chain reaction of

parks fresh anti-India troIImg

anoth round of anti-India trolling, with social
media users alleging mob justice and an
overreaction to "an innocent joke".
WHAT DOES "IMAGINE THE
SMELL" REMARK MEAN

"Imagine the smell” is an all-too-
common dog whistle used by racists
across the world, and particularly in the
US to dehumanise Indians, people of
Indian origin, or South Asian origin. The
remark stems from colonial propaganda
and stereotypical depictions of Indians
in Western media as being "poor", "dirty"
and "unhygienic" and eating "strong-
smelling food". The phrase found a new
lease of life in the 2010s on platforms
like Reddit, where it became an easy
way to insult entire communities while
keeping plausible deniability. It is a
hidden jab designed to trigger disgust
and reinforce prejudice against Indians
and South Asians without saying
anything outright.



19 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #528

FRIDAY, 26 DECEMBER, 2025

Kash Patel under fire for podcast with
girlfriend amid Brown shooting probe

FBI Director Kash Patel is
facing mounting criticism after
appearing on a podcast with his
girlfriend, Alexis Wilkins, to discuss
their relationship while a nationwide
manhunt for the Brown University
shooter is still on. Patel’'s decision
to sit for an interview with
conservative podcaster Katie Miller
-- as federal agents and local police
continue searching for the gunman
who Killed two students and
wounded nine others -- has drawn
sharp reactions from lawmakers,
former agents and political
opponents. Critics say Patel’s
podcast appearance has reinforced
concerns that he is prioritising
personal matters over the bureau’s
most urgent responsibilities.
Former federal agents have alleged
that Patel has repeatedly used FBI
resources for Wilkins, despite the
two not being married. Those
claims include using an FBl aircraft
to attend Wilkins’ singing
performances, assigning her
agency protection, and directing

agents to transport one of her friends
home while intoxicated. Patel has
previously denied misusing
government assets, but the
allegations have resurfaced amid
renewed scrutiny of his leadership
during the Brown shooting
investigation.
PODCAST APPEARANCE
GOES VIRAL

Ateaser clip released by Miller &
-- the wife of Trump adviser §
Stephen Miller -- shows Patel and |
Wilkins laughing and openly
discussing their relationship. At |

one point, Miller jokes about why &=

Patel has not yet proposed, §

prompting laughter from the &2 :

couple. The clip quickly went viral,
drawing outrage over its timing as
the FBI continues to search for
the suspect in Saturday’s
shooting during an economics
exam review session at Brown
University in Providence, Rhode
Island. During the interview,
Wilkins addressed online
allegations that she is a “Mossad

claims she has
denied and described as
dangerous. She said she is neither
Jewish nor Israeli. Wilkins has filed
lawsuits against critics making
those claims, using the same law
firm that represents Patel, arguing

honeypot,”

the accusations put her safety at
risk. California Governor Gavin
Newsom’s press office also
reposted the clip, writing that a mass
shooter remained at large while the
FBI director appeared to have time
to hop on a taxpayer-funded private

FBI Director Kash Patel faced heavy criticism after appearing on a podcast with
his girlfriend during the Brown University shooter manhunt. The timing sparked
outrage amid allegations of misuse of FBI resources and questions over his

N
jet to record a podcast with his
girlfriend. Former FBI agent and
whistleblower Kyle Seraphin also
weighed in. “WTF timeline are we
living in? Who in the f**k are these
people?,” he asked.

Bondi Beach terror attack is a reminder
that jihadist threat cannot be ignored

There have been reports of Islamophobic attacks in Australia since the massacre, including one at a Muslim cemetery, where
pig heads have been found. This indicates that Australia and the rest of the world must unite to fight terror and hate.

soon after the first

Sunday’s terror attack on Jews
celebrating Hanukkah on Australia’s
popular Bondi Beach has rightly been
condemned across the world as an
antisemitic atrocity. But the indiscriminate
firing by the father-son duo, which killed
15 people and wounded dozens more, also
reminded the world that the threat
of terrorism is global and is
unlikely to go away unless the
international community speaks in
one voice and targets its origins.
It was the deadliest single attack
against Jewish civilians since
Hamas fighters crossed the Gaza
border and entered Israel on
October 7, 2023, killing 1,200, and
taking 251 people hostage. And it
came just over two months after
the Manchester synagogue attack
in England, where three were killed
on Yom Kippur, the holiest day in
the Jewish calendar. There has been an
increase in the number of antisemitic
incidents in the West after Israel’s military
campaign in Gaza. In Australia itself,
synagogues in Sydney and Melbourne
have been targeted in the past year with
attempted arson and graffiti. So Jews living
outside Israel have a genuine fear of
coming under attack for no fault of their
own, as they have no control over the
policies of the Israeli government.

TERROR ATTACKS ARE
INCREASING

The Bondi Beach attack has exposed
the recent lowering of guard against radical
Islam by the West, despite an increase in
terror attacks, because of the Ukraine-
Russia conflict taking most of the
attention. According to the Institute for
Economics and Peace’s latest Global

Terrorism Index report, terror attacks
jumped by 63 per cent in the West between
2023 and 2024, and seven Western
countries now rank among the top 50
nations, worst affected by terrorism. India
ranks 14th in the index. There have been
several terror incidents in the past few

years in Europe involving Islamists,
including at a Christmas market in the
German city of Magdeburg in 2024, which
killed six people and injured more than
300. Just before the Bondi killings, German
police said they foiled another similar
attack being planned for this Christmas.
Last year, American singer Taylor Swift was
forced to cancel her concert in Vienna after
police discovered a plot hatched by two
teenagers, aged 15 and 17 years, to drive
a car laden with explosives into the
entrance of the concert venue. Analysts
were not surprised as extremist groups
now increasingly target youngsters with
digital tools and Al. In 2024, nearly two-
thirds of ISIS-linked arrests in Europe
involved teenagers, according to the report.

Last week, three Americans were killed
in an ISIS attack in Syria, a country now

led by a West-supported former Al-Qaeda
militant, Ahmed al-Sharaa. On the eve of
Thanksgiving, Afghan immigrant
Rahmatullah Lakanwal allegedly gunned
down two National Guard troops near the
White House, prompting Trump to launch
a crackdown against Afghan migrants.
AUSTRALIA IGNORED
WARNINGS

If we look at the Bondi Beach
terror attack, there were ample
warnings to Australian authorities
to prevent the atrocity. Sajid Akram
was given license to acquire six
firearms for recreational hunting by
the authorities, including semi-
automatic assault rifles, which he
used in the attack.

His licence was not revoked
despite his son, Naveed, having
been on the radar of counter-
terrorism police since 2019.
Australia's counter-terrorism agency
ASIO examined his alleged link to an
ISIS cell but didn't find any evidence to
charge him at that time. Recently, the
two visited the Philippine island of
Mindanao, which has become a hotspot
for militants with links to ISIS. But the
police didn’t bother to question them
about their motive for the trip.

THE WEST'S DOUBLE
STANDARDS

Western nations’ hypocrisy on
terrorism is well-documented. For
example, the Western media didn’t first
mention the Bondi attackers' names.
Only after their identities were revealed
in Australia did the Western press publish
them. Another example is that this attack
was condemned without any ifs and buts.
In contrast, when the Pahalgam attack

happened,
condemnations, Western reporters and
pundits started discussing Kashmir’s
political problems and Pakistan’s claim
over it. So rather than being a terror
attack, Pahalgam became a debating
issue to talk about the India-Pakistan
dispute.
JEWS ARE NOT THE ONLY
VICTIMS

The attack on innocent Jews in Bondi
Beach was an abhorrent and evil act that
must be condemned — not just for its
scale and horror. But Jews are not the
only victims of racial attacks and abuse
in Australia and Western countries. In the
summer this year, Indians reported many
such incidents during anti-immigration
protests in Australia without any
satisfactory response by the authorities.
There have been similar incidents of racial
abuse in Europe. In the United States,
supporters of President Trump haven’t
even spared Indian-origin members of his
administration, including FBI chief Kash
Patel. In recent months, the rapes of two
Indian-origin women in racially charged
attacks in England sparked anger in the
community. But unlike antisemitic
attacks, such incidents rarely cause
outrage among political leaders. On the
fateful day in Australia, the actions of
Ahmed al Ahmed, a Muslim fruit shop
owner, in stopping one of the attackers,
showed that there are heroes in each
society one can be proud of. But sadly,
there have been reports of Islamophobic
attacks in Australia since the massacre,
including one at a Muslim cemetery, where
pig heads have been found. This indicates
that Australia and the rest of the world must
unite to fight terror and hate.
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From Coffee to Lettuce, These Grocery
Staples Are Driving Up Holiday Food Bills

Canadians are feeling re-
newed pressure at the check-
out as grocery prices continue
to climb, even while overall in-

flation shows signs of cooling.
According to Statistics
Canada, food purchased from
stores rose 4.7 percent year

over year in November, mark-
ing the fastest pace of grocery
inflation in nearly two years.
CBC News reports that while
some price increases were
expected, several everyday
staples are now putting unex-
pected strain on household
budgets. Coffee remains the
most dramatic example.
Prices for roasted and ground
coffee surged again in Novem-
ber, rising sharply both month
over month and compared to
last year. Global supply dis-
ruptions in major producing
countries such as Brazil and
Vietnam, combined with trade
tensions and U.S. tariffs, have
pushed prices to record highs.
As a result, many Canadians
are now paying well over
twenty dollars for large tubs of
ground coffee, with premium
brands costing even more. Let-
tuce has also emerged as a
surprising contributor to higher
grocery bills. Prices jumped
sharply in November, driven

largely by production chal-
lenges in Southern California,
which supplies much of North
America at this time of year.
According to CBC News, crop
disease and weather issues
reduced yields and quality,
leaving few alternative sources.
Experts expect some relief as
production shifts to Arizona
and later to Florida, but for
now, salads have become no-
ticeably more expensive. Meat
prices, particularly beef, con-
tinue to be a major factor in
food inflation. Fresh and frozen
beef prices climbed signifi-
cantly year over year, with cer-
tain cuts seeing especially
steep increases. Industry ex-
perts point to a combination of
drought conditions in Western
Canada, higher feed costs,
reduced cattle herds, and
strong demand. Other meats
have not been spared either,
with pork, chicken, bacon, and
even seafood all showing price
increases in November.Not all

grocery news is bad heading
into the holidays. While cook-
ies, candy, oranges, nuts, and
takeout meals cost more than
last year, several staples used
in traditional meals saw mod-
est price declines. Potatoes,
onions, eggs, cheddar cheese,
flour, rice, tomatoes, and pep-
pers all became slightly more
affordable. Most notably, tur-
key prices edged lower com-
pared to last November, offer-
ing some relief for families plan-
ning a classic holiday dinner.
According to CBC News, tur-
key producers say supply re-
mains stable despite chal-
lenges such as avian influ-
enza, and prices are largely in
line with last year. While food
costs overall remain elevated
and volatile, these small pock-
ets of relief may help offset
some of the sticker shock Ca-
nadians continue to face at
grocery stores this holiday
season.

Officer Wounded in Welland Shooting as
Fence Dispute Sparks Daylong Police Standoff

A police officer was shot
and wounded Friday morning
in Welland, Ont., after offic-
ers responded to a bylaw com-
plaint involving a large fence
that was blocking traffic
sightlines. Niagara Regional
Police say the incident esca-
lated quickly, prompting a
major police operation and
shelter in place orders for
nearby residents that re-
mained in effect for much of
the day. According to police,
city bylaw officials had gone
to a property to address what
was described as an enor-
mous fence built on a city
road allowance. Police were
asked to accompany bylaw
officers to keep the peace.
Shortly after officers arrived at
the converted former church
where the fence was located,
a man inside the building
opened fire, striking one of-
ficer. The injured officer was
taken to hospital and later re-
leased with what police de-

scribed as minor physical in-
juries, largely due to body
armour. Police say the sus-
pect remains barricaded in-
side the building, and nego-

tiators have been working
throughout the day toward a
peaceful surrender. Emer-
gency Task Unit members,
along with officers from
Hamilton and Halton police
services, have been assisting
at the scene. Residents in the
surrounding area were urged
to shelter in place, locking
doors and windows and re-
maining indoors until further
notice. Chloe Ernest, who
lives across from the prop-
erty, told CBC News she heard
gunfire shortly after waking up
and described a growing sense
of anxiety as the standoff con-
tinued. Police acknowledged
the strain on the community,

noting they were preparing for
what could be a long term op-
eration to ensure public safety.
A temporary shelter was set up
at a community centre on Lin-
coln Street for residents unable
to return home. Police also
confirmed that officers used
their firearms during the initial
encounter, triggering the in-
volvement of Ontario’s Special
Investigations Unit, which has
invoked its mandate to exam-
ine the circumstances sur-
rounding the shooting. Schools
in the area, including Plymouth
Public School and St. Mary
Catholic School, were placed
in lockdown earlier in the day.
Staff were later evacuated, and

students were redirected to al-
ternate schools for pickup.
Welland Hospital also imple-
mented a hold and secure,
which was lifted by early after-
noon, though surgeries and
outpatient appointments were
cancelled due to ongoing road
closures. Speaking from Buf-
falo, New York, Ontario Premier
Doug Ford said his thoughts
and prayers were with the in-
jured officer and her family, add-
ing that he was confident the
situation would be resolved
safely. Police continue to urge
residents to follow instructions
and monitor official updates as
negotiations with the suspect
continue.

Canada Opens 2026 Working Holiday Visa Program

Under

Canada has officially
launched the 2026 season of
the Working Holiday Visa under
the International Experience
Canada program, opening one
of the most popular work and

travel pathways for young

people worldwide. With
application pools now live,
eligible candidates can begin
submitting their profiles, while
the first rounds of invitations are
expected to be issued starting
in  January 2026. The
announcement marks the
beginning of another highly
competitive season for youth
mobility and international work

International

experience in Canada.

The International Experience
Canada program is a federal
initiative designed to allow young
citizens of partner countries to live
and work in Canada for a limited
period. Depending on nationality,
participants may stay for up to two
years and, in some cases, work
for multiple employers while
traveling across the country. The
program supports cultural
exchange while also helping
Canadian industries address short
term labour shortages, particularly
in sectors such as hospitality,
tourism, agriculture, and services.
Among the three International

Experience

Experience Canada streams, the
Working Holiday Visa remains
the most in demand. This
category offers an open work
permit, meaning participants do
not need a job offer before
applying and are free to change
employers, industries, or
locations during their stay. This
flexibility makes the Working
Holiday Visa especially attractive
for those seeking Canadian work
experience that may later support
permanent residence pathways.
Certain roles, including
healthcare, childcare, or
agriculture, may require a
medical examination before

Canada

employment begins. In addition
to the Working Holiday
category, International
Experience Canada includes the
Young Professionals and
International Co op Internship
streams. The Young
Professionals category is aimed
at applicants with a confirmed
job offer related to their
professional development and
provides an employer specific
work permit. The International
Co op stream is intended for
post secondary students who
must complete a mandatory
internship or work placement as
part of their academic program.
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Supreme Court Review of Trump Tariffs
Raises Fresh Trade Risks for Canada

Canada is once again facing renewed
trade uncertainty as the U.S. Supreme
Court prepares to rule on the legality of
several tariffs imposed during President
Donald Trump’s trade campaign. Accord-
ing to CBC News, the court is examining
whether Trump exceeded his authority by
using emergency powers to justify broad
tariffs, a decision that could significantly
reshape North American trade conditions.

The case centers on tariffs imposed
under the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, which grants the U.S.
president sweeping authority during de-
clared emergencies. Trump used the law
to justify tariffs on Canada and Mexico early
in his second term, citing border security,
illegal migration, and fentanyl trafficking.
Those measures initially applied a 25 per-
cent tariff on most goods, with a lower rate
on energy products. While those tariffs
created immediate concern, Canada ulti-
mately benefited from wide exemptions.
Goods compliant with the Canada United
States Mexico Agreement were largely al-

lowed to continue crossing the border with-
out duties, providing stability for exporters
and manufacturers. According to CBC
News, those exemptions remained in place
even after tariff rates were later increased,
limiting economic disruption for many Ca-
nadian industries. The uncertainty now lies
in what happens if the Supreme Court
strikes down the existing tariffs. Senior
Trump administration officials have signaled
they are prepared to replace them with al-
ternative measures if necessary. Trade ex-
perts warn that any new tariffs may not
include the same exemptions Canada cur-
rently relies on, placing exporters at re-
newed risk depending on how replacement
policies are structured. Trump officials have
made it clear that tariff revenue remains a
priority, with tens of billions of dollars gen-
erated so far. According to CBC News,
U.S. trade officials have acknowledged they
have multiple legal tools available to reim-
pose tariffs through other mechanisms if
the court rules against the administration.
These include sector specific tariffs on in-

dustries such as steel, aluminum, autos,
and critical materials, as well as tempo-
rary country based tariffs under existing
trade laws. Canadian trade observers cau-
tion that businesses should prepare for on-
going instability rather than a clean reso-
lution. While some experts see potential
upside if Congress regains greater author-

ity over trade policy, others warn that tar-
iffs will likely remain a central feature of
U.S. economic strategy under Trump. As
CBC News reports, the overriding message
for Canada is to brace for continued volatil-
ity, regardless of how the Supreme Court
rules.

Calmer Skies Ahead as Saskatchewan Heads Into
Christmas Week, Environment Canada Says

Saskatchewan residents may fi-
nally get a break from unsettled

to Christmas week, according to the

should bring calmer conditions across

i 1 much of the province. Environment

latest outlook from Environment
Canada. After days of active systems
weather as the province moves closer and winter storms, meteorologists are a white Christmas. Most regions of

forecasting a more stable pattern that

: Canada meteorologist Terri Lang says
i the longer-range forecast points to-

ward fewer weather systems moving
through Saskatchewan as the holiday

% approaches. While forecasting a full

week in advance always carries some
uncertainty, the overall trend sug-
gests reduced snowfall and fewer dis-
ruptions, which could be welcome
news for families preparing to travel

| for the holidays. Temperatures are

still expected to remain on the cold
side, but there are signs that the

~ harshest wind chills may begin to

ease. Lang indicates that by early in

| the week, conditions could feel

slightly more tolerable compared to
the deep cold experienced recently,
even if true warmth remains out of
reach. For many residents, the good
news continues with the likelihood of

Saskatchewan are expected to have

snow on the ground by Christmas
Day, preserving the classic holiday at-
mosphere. The southwest may be the
exception, but the majority of the
province should see winter scenery in
place. With travel expected to pick up
significantly as Christmas ap-
proaches, Environment Canada con-
tinues to encourage caution. Drivers
are advised to monitor road conditions
closely, carry emergency supplies,
and dress appropriately for winter con-
ditions, even if the weather appears
calmer than earlier in the season. As
of now, the forecast for Christmas Day
itself appears relatively quiet, though
meteorologists stress that conditions
can change as the date draws closer.
For the moment, the outlook is cau-
tiously optimistic, offering a more
manageable stretch of winter weather
as Saskatchewan heads into the
heart of the holiday season.

Canadian Military Intelligence Operative Faces
Serious Charges Over Alleged Ukraine Contacts

A Canadian military counter intelligence
operative is facing serious accusations
after court records alleged he repeatedly
misled his superiors about contacts with
a foreign intelligence representative linked
to Ukraine. According to CBC News,
Master Warrant Officer Matthew Robar has
been charged under the National Defence
Act and the Security of Information Act,
including allegations that he
communicated sensitive operational
information to a foreign entity. Unclassified
military court filings claim Robar was
explicitly warned to avoid contact with a
representative of a foreign intelligence
service and was never authorized to meet

or work with that individual. Despite those
instructions, prosecutors allege Robar
continued the relationship and failed to
disclose the full extent of his interactions.
The court documents further allege he
revealed the identity of another Canadian
intelligence officer who was involved in
covert intelligence activities, along with
sharing a Canadian intelligence
assessment related to the foreign contact.
The country involved is not named in the
court records, but CBC News reports that
confidential sources have confirmed it was
Ukraine, a key Canadian ally. The
documents also allege Robar attempted
to establish a direct relationship with

Ukraine’s defence intelligence agency and
even discussed potential employment with
that organization. Prosecutors say these
discussions occurred while Robar was
pursuing an unconventional project that the
foreign country hoped would attract allied
funding and support. According to the
filings, Robar sought approval and funding
for the project but was denied by his
superiors. Despite that decision,
investigators allege he continued to pursue
the initiative and became increasingly
focused on it. Witnesses told investigators
that Robar appeared obsessed with moving
the project forward even after clear
instructions to stop. Court records allege

Robar met the Ukrainian intelligence
representative in late September 2024 in
Lithuania, accompanied by another
Canadian military member. That individual
reportedly believed the meeting had been
approved, though investigators later
concluded it was not. Robar allegedly told
one superior that his wife, a Canadian foreign
service officer, had accompanied him, but
investigators now believe that claim was
false and intended to downplay the
seriousness of the meeting. Following his
return to Canada, Robar was ordered to
submit reports detailing his discussions.
According to CBC News, investigators later
determined that he lied in those reports.
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Canada to Open Formal CUSMA Review Talks With United States in January
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Canada will begin formal
discussions with the United
States in January as part of
the scheduled review of the
Canada United States Mexico
Agreement, according to a
statement released by the
Prime Minister’s Office. Prime
Minister Mark Carney
confirmed that Internal Trade
Minister Dominic LeBlanc will
meet with American
counterparts to begin
negotiations on the future of
the continental trade

framework, according to The
Canadian Press.

The announcement follows a
meeting between Carney and
provincial and territorial
leaders, where premiers were
briefed on the direction of
Canada’s trade discussions
with Washington. The federal
government also signaled that
it plans to pursue additional
international trade agreements
in the coming year as part of
a broader effort to strengthen
economic resilience and

diversify partnerships.

Carney has characterized
current trade tensions with the
United States as part of a
much larger conversation
about North American
economic integration. He said
Canada sees significant
advantages in working closely
with the United States in
strategic sectors such as

| automotive manufacturing,

steel, aluminum, and forestry,
adding that cooperation could
deliver benefits on both sides
of the border.

The United States has already
outlined several areas it
intends to raise during the
CUSMA review. U.S. Trade
Representative Jamieson
Greer told a congressional
committee that Washington
has concerns about Canada’s
dairy supply management
system, access to the
Canadian dairy market, and
exports of certain dairy
products. He also cited issues

Toronto Man Faces Terrorism Charges as Police
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A 26 year old Toronto man is
facing multiple terrorism related
charges after investigators
allege he was connected to the
Islamic State group while also
being involved in a series of
violent crimes in the Greater
Toronto Area. The Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
confirmed the arrest on Friday,
saying the alleged offences
occurred between June 17 and
August 17,2025, and involved
actions taken for the benefit of
or in association with ISIS.
Police identified the accused
as Waleed Khan. According to
the RCMP, Khan is charged
with seven terrorism related
offences, including conspiracy
to commit murder for a terrorist
organization. Investigators also
allege he made himself
available to facilitate terrorism
related activities outside

=l

Canada and provided property,
including social media
accounts, knowing they would
benefit ISIS. Shortly after the
RCMP announcement, Toronto
Police Service and Peel
Regional Police released
details of a separate but related
investigation that predated the
federal case. That probe
focused on a series of violent
incidents last spring that police
say targeted women and
members of the Jewish
community. Khan is one of
three suspects facing a
combined 79 criminal charges
linked to those events.
Investigators say the local
investigation, known as Project
Neapolitan, began after two
attempted kidnappings. In one
case on May 31, a woman was
allegedly confronted by three
armed men in the Don Mills area

Uncover Alleged ISIS Links in GTA

Violence Case

of Toronto before the suspects
fled when a passerby intervened.
A similar incident occurred in
Mississauga on June 24, when
three men reportedly chased
two women before again fleeing
after being interrupted. Police
later linked the incidents and
arrested the suspects, seizing
firearms, ammunition, and high
capacity magazines during
searches of Toronto residences.
The other accused in the local
investigation are Osman Azizov,
18, and Fahad Sadaat, 19.
Police have said they are not
facing terrorism related charges.
Khan was initially taken into
custody on August 18, while the
RCMP formally laid terrorism
charges on November 26. Both
Khan and Sadaat remain in
custody, while Azizov has been
released on bail. Peel Regional
Police Chief Nishan Duraiappah
said the investigation prevented
what he described as a
dangerous escalation of hate
motivated violence and
terrorism. Toronto Police Chief
Myron Demkiw echoed that
sentiment, emphasizing the
importance of cooperation
between police services in
responding to serious threats to
public safety. Community
leaders also reacted strongly to
the allegations. Noah Shack,
chief executive of the Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs, said
the case points to a serious
national security concern that
must be addressed. Toronto
Mayor Olivia Chow thanked
police for their swift action, noting
that the arrests addressed
alleged threats motivated by hate
and helped keep residents safe.

related to Canada’s Online
Streaming Act and Online
News Act, which American
officials argue affect U.S.
digital service providers.

Additional U.S. concerns
include provincial
procurement policies and
restrictions on American
alcohol sales in provinces
such as Ontario, Quebec, and
British Columbia. Those
measures were introduced in
response to tariffs imposed by
the United States following
the re election of President
Donald Trump. Greer said his
office will determine which
disputes can be addressed
bilaterally and which

require trilateral
negotiations involving
Mexico. Speaking
alongside Ontario Premier
Doug Ford in Ottawa,
Carney reiterated that
Canada will defend its
agricultural supply

management system. He

also noted that talks on
tariff relief in sectors like
steel, aluminum, energy,
and forest products were
close to an agreement
before being paused last
year and could now be folded
into the broader CUSMA
review. Carney added that
Canada is prepared to move
quickly on a forest products
deal, arguing it could help
ease affordability pressures in
the U.S. housing market while
supporting workers in both
countries. Ford defended
Ontario’s past anti tariff
advertising campaign in the
United States, saying it gained
significant attention and
reflected strong provincial
opposition to the tariffs. As
negotiations approach, federal
officials say Canada will enter
talks with the goal of protecting
key domestic policies while
seeking practical solutions that
strengthen economic ties
across North America.

Jack Uppal Appointed President of
GM Canada, Marking Return After

Global

General Motors has an-
nounced that Jack Uppal will
become president and manag-
ing director of GM Canada ef-
fective February 1, 2026, bring-
ing the Canadian executive
back home after more than a
decade in senior international
leadership positions. The ap-
pointment signals a renewed
focus on experienced leadership
as GM navigates evolving mar-
ket conditions in Canada.

Uppal currently serves as
president and managing direc-
tor of GM Africa and Middle East
and will report to Duncan Aldred,
senior vice president and presi-
dent of
GM North
America.
During the
transition
period,
Uppal will
w o r k
closely
w it h
Kristian
Aquilinato
ensure
continuity
before formally assuming the
role, according to General
Motors.In announcing the ap-
pointment, Aldred highlighted
Uppal’s blend of global experi-
ence and domestic insight, not-
ing that his leadership back-
ground and deep understanding
of the Canadian market position
him well to guide GM’s future in
the country. Uppal described the
move as both professionally
and personally meaningful, em-
phasizing his pride in returning
to Canada and his commitment

Leadership

Roles

to working with employees,
dealers, and partners to
strengthen collaboration and
identify new growth opportuni-
ties.

During his tenure leading
GM Africa and Middle East,
Uppal oversaw volume and mar-
ket share growth alongside sus-
tained financial performance in
a highly competitive environ-
ment. GM credited this
progress to a diversified portfo-
lio strategy that introduced mul-
tiple vehicle propulsion options
and expanded in vehicle con-
nected services. Uppal also led
the turnaround of GM Egypt,
where
Chevrolet
was re-
stored as
the market
leader.
Uppal
brings 24
years of ex-
perience
with GM to
the role,
having held
senior po-
sitions across sales, market-
ing, customer experience, stra-
tegic planning, and brand man-
agement. He began his career
with GM Canada in 2001 and
has since worked in China, In-
dia, Singapore, and the Middle
East. His background in portfo-
lio management and connected
services is expected to shape
how GM Canada works with its
dealer network, particularly in
areas such as sales growth,
urban market share, and evolv-
ing customer expectations.
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Canada and Ontario Strike Landmark Deal
to Fast Track Major nrastructure Projects

Canada and Ontario have
signed a new cooperation
agreement aimed at accelerating
the construction of major
infrastructure projects across the
province, marking a significant
shiftin how large developments are
reviewed and approved. The
agreement was announced in
Ottawa on December 18, 2025, by
Prime Minister Mark Carney and
Ontario Premier Doug Ford, as
both governments respond to
growing global economic
uncertainty and changing
international trade dynamics.

At the centre of the agreement is
aone project, one review approach
to environmental and impact
assessments in Ontario. This
framework is designed to reduce
duplication between federal and
provincial processes while
maintaining strong environmental
safeguards. Depending on the
project, assessments will either
rely on Ontario’s existing process
or follow a coordinated federal
provincial model that brings both

levels of government together from
the outset. The agreement also
ensures continued federal
involvement in key areas such as
environmental protection,
Indigenous engagement, and
sustainable development. The
Impact Assessment Agency of
Canada will provide technical
expertise and support to Ontario,
helping both governments meet
their responsibilities while

upholding the rights of Indigenous
Peoples and ensuring meaningful
consultation throughout the project
lifecycle.

Federal officials say the
deal is part of a broader strategy
to strengthen Canada’s
economic independence by
building major infrastructure faster
and diversifying export routes
beyond a single dominant trading
partner. Through the Major

Projects Office, the federal
government is working with
provinces and territories to
attract new investment, support
workers, and create long term,
high paying careers. Similar
agreements have already been
signhed with New Brunswick and
British Columbia, with additional
provinces expected to follow.
Senior ministers emphasized
that streamlining approvals is

critical to keeping Canada
competitive. Dominic LeBlanc
highlighted that simpler
assessments will help unlock
new investment and
development, while Julie Dabrusin
noted that environmental
protection and Indigenous rights
will remain central to the process.
Ontario’s environment minister,
Todd McCarthy, added that faster
timelines and clearer rules will
give businesses and communities
greater confidence to build and
invest.

According to the federal
government, projects referred to
the Major Projects Office now
represent more than $116 billion
in potential investment nationwide
and are expected to create
thousands of well paying jobs.
Ottawa has also committed $40
million over two years to
strengthen Indigenous
participation in major projects and
has expanded the Indigenous
Loan Guarantee Program to $10
billion.
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