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—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience

at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-

roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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DANAPTY

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

Ve channels, Funjablall indian, Faxistani,Logiisi a

e All Over |ThHe

World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO, Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A UArdt festnis srete des 3 femer
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AUGCH 968, HE U8, MTElS, dcelban,
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Instagram:|AMDJDANNY

FACEBOOK:

DANNY DANNY
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Ameliorez votre beauté

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair Styling

Other,female
beautifying Services
83+ eIt E3uet 5% SHM® HA™

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

= (A ] ENEEN (A
el e S Sl

4z360:5444

More services soon

7A4SIECotelVertul@uest;
StHhIEauke n P EHATES1NS,
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Flight de

US air travel turmoil deepened as more than
5,600 flights were delayed nationwide on Monday,
with air traffic controller absences surging as the
federal government shutdown reached its 27th day.
The Federal Aviation Administration cited staffing
shortages and imposed ground delay programs
affecting Newark Airport in New Jersey, Austin
Airport in Texas and Dallas Fort Worth International
Airport. Flights in the southeast were delayed earlier
because of significant staffing shortages at the
Atlanta Terminal Radar Approach Control. Roughly
13,000 air traffic controllers and 50,000
Transportation Security Administration officers
must work without pay after a budget impasse
between Republican President Donald Trump and
congressional Democrats triggered the shutdown.
The Trump administration has warned flight
disruptions will increase as controllers miss their
first full pay cheque on Tuesday.

More than 8,800 flights were delayed on
Sunday.
Southwest Airlines LUV.N had 47%, or 2,089,

of its flights delayed on Sunday, while American
Airlines AAL.O had 1,277, or 36%, of its flights
delayed, according to FlightAware, a flight-tracking
website. United Airlines UAL.O had 27%, or 807,
of its flights delayed and Delta Air Lines DAL.N
had 21%, or 725, of its flights delayed. On Monday,
Southwest had 31% of flights delayed, American
24%, Delta 18% and United Airlines 12% as of
7:00 p.m. ET (2300 GMT), according to
FlightAware. AUS Department of Transportation
official said 44% of Sunday's delays stemmed from
controller absences — up sharply from the usual
5%. The mounting delays and cancellations are
fuelling public frustration and intensifying scrutiny
of the shutdown's impact, raising pressure on
lawmakers to resolve it. Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy was in Cleveland meeting with
controllers on Monday, while the National Air
Traffic Controllers Association union plans events
at numerous airports on Tuesday to highlight the
first missed pay cheque. The FAA is about 3,500
air traffic controllers short of targeted staffing

ays soar past 9,600 as US government sh_utdown hits Day 2T

levels and many had been working mandatory
overtime and six-day weeks even before the
shutdown. In 2019, during a 35-day shutdown, the
number of absences by controllers and TSA
officers rose as workers missed pay cheques,
extending wait times at some airport checkpoints.
Authorities were forced to slow air traffic in New
York and Washington.

Trump rejects VP talk, keeps third-term speculation alive for 2028

President Donald Trump ruled out running for vice president in 2028, calling it "too cute,"” but
declined to rule out seeking a third term, fuelling speculation about extending his presidency.

US President Donald Trump
on Monday dismissed the idea
of running for vice president in
2028 but stopped short of
definitively ruling out a bid for a
third term, fuelling speculation
about his potential third term.
Speaking to reporters aboard Air
Force One en route from
Malaysia to Tokyo, Trump
rejected the idea of running as
a vice-presidential candidate
under another Republican,

calling the idea “too cute” and
saying "the people wouldn’t like
that". He added, "I'd be allowed
to do that... but | wouldn’t. It
wouldn’t be right". The
suggestion stems from some
supporters’ claims that Trump
could return to the presidency if
a running mate resigned after
winning office. However,
constitutional experts dismiss
that theory, noting that the 12th
Amendment bars anyone

ineligible for the presidency from
serving as vice president. The
22nd Amendment explicitly
limits presidents to two elected
terms. Trump, 79, also appeared
to leave the door open to a
potential legal fight over a third
term, saying when pressed,
"Am | not ruling it out? | mean,
you’ll have to tell me," before
adding that he hadn’t "really
thought about it". Despite his
age, Trump continues to project

vigour, maintaining a busy travel
and media schedule. During the
2024 campaign, he frequently
criticised Joe Biden’s age
and fitness, portraying himself
as the more energetic leader.
Asked about possible
Republican successors,
Trump praised Vice President
JD Vance and Secretary of
State Marco Rubio as “great
people” with strong prospects
for 2028. “If they ever formed

a group, it’d be unstoppable,”
he said, as Rubio stood
nearby and smiled modestly.
Trump’s ambiguous remarks
have stirred uncertainty within
the Republican Party, where
potential contenders are
already positioning
themselves for the next race.
Meanwhile, loyalists such as
Steve Bannon have hinted at
efforts to find ways around
the 22nd Amendment.
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Trump Escalates Trade Rift With Canada,
Imposes 10% Tariff After Ontario Ad Controversy

U.S. President Donald Trump announced a
new 10 percent tariff on Canadian goods Saturday
in retaliation for an anti-tariff television
advertisement sponsored by Ontario’s provincial
government. The move marks the latest escalation
in an already strained trade relationship between
the two countries, which had seen negotiations
stall earlier this week. Trump made the
announcement on his Truth Social account,
calling the Ontario ad “a fraud” and accusing
Canada of trying to manipulate public opinion by
invoking former U.S. President Ronald Reagan’s
historic support for free trade. The advertisement,
which aired during Game 1 of the World Series
between the Toronto Blue Jays and Los Angeles
Dodgers, featured Reagan’s 1987 remarks
warning that “trade barriers hurt every American
worker.” Ontario Premier Doug Ford responded
Friday by confirming that the province would
suspend the U.S. ad campaign on Monday after
discussions with Canadian Prime Minister Mark

Carney. The campaign’s suspension was meant
to ease tensions and reopen stalled trade talks
with Washington. However, Trump criticized the
timing of Ontario’s decision, saying the ad should
have been pulled “immediately” rather than after
its high-profile World Series debut. The U.S.
president also suggested that Canada’s actions
were a “hostile act” designed to influence the
Supreme Court on trade matters. While Trump
did not specify which goods will face the new tariff,
analysts noted that most Canadian exports are
shielded under the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA), signed during Trump’s first
term. Nonetheless, the tariffs could target
industries not protected by the trade pact. Earlier
this year, the Trump administration imposed a
sweeping 35 percent tariff on non-USMCA goods
and 50 percent tariffs on steel and aluminum
imports from multiple countries, measures that
have already strained Canada’s manufacturing
sector.

Two U.S. Navy Aircraft Crash Near USS Nimitz Trump Refuses to Meet Carney Amid Canada-
in South China Sea, All Crew Rescued Safely U.S. Trade Rift, Escalates Taritfs by 10%

The U.S. Navy confirmed that two aircraft from
the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz crashed into the South
China Sea within just 30 minutes of each other on
Sunday. Both incidents occurred as the carrier was

returning to its home port after a months-long
deployment in the Middle East. According to the
Navy’s Pacific Fleet, an F/A-18F Super Hornet fighter
jetand an MH-60R Sea Hawk helicopter were lost
during separate operations. The two pilots of the
Super Hornet successfully ejected and were
rescued, while all three crew members aboard the
Sea Hawk were also recovered safely. All five service
members are reported to be in stable condition. The

cause of the crashes remains under investigation.
Speaking aboard Air Force One on Monday, U.S.
President Donald Trump suggested the incidents
may have been linked to “bad fuel,” dismissing any
suggestion of foul play.
=55 | “There’s nothing to hide,” he
- told reporters, emphasizing
. that both crews were safe.
— The Nimitz, one of the Navy’s
" oldest nuclear-powered
. aircraft carriers, is currently
en route to its home base at
Naval Base Kitsap in
\ Washington state. The ship
2 recently completed a
/ deployment in the Middle
East as part of the U.S.
response to Houthi rebel
attacks on commercial
i shipping routes. This voyage
8l marks the carrier’s final
operational deployment
before decommissioning.
The dual crash follows a
series of mishaps involving
U.S. carriers in recent
months. The USS Harry S. Truman experienced
multiple aircraft-related accidents earlier this year,
including an incident in which a guided-missile
cruiser mistakenly shot down a fighter jet and another
where a jet slid off the carrier's hangar deck into the
Red Sea. No fatalities have been reported in any of
these cases, though investigations into the earlier
accidents remain ongoing.

U.S. President Donald Trump said Monday that he has no plans
to meet Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney “for a while,” as
tensions between the two countries deepen over an Ontario
government ad campaign that the White House has labeled “fake.”
The remarks come as Trump announced an additional 10 percent
tariff on Canadian goods and formally suspended all trade talks with
Ottawa. Speaking to reporters aboard Air Force One, Trump said he
would not meet with Carney during this week’s Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) summit. “l don’t want to meet with him, no,” he
said. “One of the most difficult countries to deal with has been
Canada, as much as | love Canada itself and the people of Canada.”
The president did not specify when the new tariffs would take effect.
The decision follows a $75-million anti-tariff advertisement aired by
Ontario that used archival footage of former U.S. president Ronald
Reagan warning against protectionism. The Reagan Foundation
accused Ontario of using “selective audio and video” from a 1987
radio address and said it is considering legal action. Trump, who
described the ad as “fraudulent,” responded by cutting off trade
negotiations and threatening further economic penalties. Prime
Minister Carney, speaking from Kuala Lumpur after the ASEAN
summit, expressed readiness to reopen dialogue. “We stand ready
to sit down with the United States, myself with the president, my
colleagues with their colleagues, when the U.S. is ready,” he said.
Carney confirmed he had not spoken with Trump but added that he
is scheduled to meet Chinese President Xi Jinping later this week at
the APEC summit in South Korea to discuss trade and global
economic cooperation. The tariff escalation marks a major setback
for Canada-U.S. trade relations, which had shown signs of recovery
in recent months. Carney noted that talks had made “considerable
progress” on key issues such as steel, aluminum, and energy before
being derailed by the controversy. Ontario has since agreed to
withdraw the disputed advertisement in an effort to de-escalate
tensions, though Trump has yet to signal any willingness to return
to the negotiating table.

Inside the Sharp Downturn in U.S.-India Relations

Six years after the “Howdy,
Modi” spectacle in Houston
signaled a warm personal rapport,
ties between Washington and New
Delhi have hit their lowest point in
decades. Donald Trump, back in
the White House, has targeted India
with steep tariffs and tough rhetoric,
while Narendra Modi, newly re-
elected, faces a complicated mix
of geopolitical drift and domestic
pressure. What looked like a
durable partnership built around
deterring China has given way to
friction over trade, oil, and political
credit.Analysts point first to the

absence of a consistent China
strategy in Washington. For years,
India’s value to U.S. policymakers
rested on a bipartisan view that
New Delhi was a crucial
counterweight to Beijing. If that
strategic frame weakens, India’s
centrality is no longer automatic.
The second factor is personal.
Trump reportedly felt slighted when
New Delhi did not applaud his role
in brokering a ceasefire after the
worst India Pakistan confrontation
in years. Pakistan’s public praise
contrasted with India’s silence, and
the grievance appears to have

lingered. The policy consequences
have been swift. Tariffs that began
attwenty five percent were doubled
to fifty percent, with the White
House citing India’s imports of
Russian oil. That rationale marks
a sharp break from the earlier G7
price cap approach, which tolerated
discounted Russian crude to avoid
global price shocks. New
restrictions on high skilled
immigration have compounded the
strain. A proposed one hundred
thousand dollar fee for new H 1B
visas would disproportionately hit
Indian professionals, who hold the

majority of those permits, and could
dent remittances and talent
mobility. The fallout is economic and
political for India. At a fifty percent
tariff rate, labor intensive exporters
in textiles, garments, leather, and
footwear struggle to stay
competitive. Some economists
see up to a one percentage point
drag on growth, with larger risks
from shaken investor confidence.
Politically, the turbulence
undercuts two pillars of Modi’s
appeal. He has cultivated the image
of a leader who elevates India’s
global standing, and he faces

persistent questions about jobs and
incomes at home. Aprolongedtrade
squeeze would test both narratives.
Inside India’s ruling party, open
challenges are limited, yet pressure
is building around economic
performance. Modi has
consolidated power across the
Bharatiya Janata Party, but figures
to his right, such as Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
remain influential. Abroad, Indian
Americans have reacted quietly to
Washington’s turn, even as right
leaning Indian media voices
criticize Trump.



15 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #525

FRIDAY, 07 NOVEMBER, 2025

Ford’s Anti-Trump Comments Blamed for Derailing Canada-U.S. Trade Talks

Sources familiar with ongoing trade
negotiations say Ontario Premier Doug Ford’s
repeated criticism of U.S. President Donald
Trump has been a growing irritant for
Washington and may have played a major role
in the collapse of Canada-U.S. trade talks last
week. Two senior sources told CBC News that
American negotiators had warned Ottawa “for
months” about Ford'’s rhetoric, which included
calling Trump a “tyrant” and vowing not to “let
him roll over Ontario.” Despite federal officials
publicly expressing surprise when Trump
announced that he was cutting off talks, insiders
say the Premier's escalating remarks had
already strained the diplomatic process. Ford’s
comments, along with Ontario’s decision to
remove American liquor products from LCBO
shelves earlier this year, are said to have
compounded U.S. frustration. The tension
reached a breaking point when Ontario aired a

summit in Kuala

$75-million anti-tariff television advertisement
during the World Series. The ad used a 1987
speech by former U.
criticizing protectionism, which Trump
denounced as “fraudulent” and “misleading.” He
subsequently threatened to impose an additional
10 percent tariff on Canadian goods, though
details of the measure have yet to be specified.
Prime Minister Mark Carney, who has sought
to maintain a more measured tone in dealing
with Washington, told reporters from the ASEAN

negotiations abruptly halted once the ad aired.
“There were a series of very detailed, very
specific, very comprehensive discussions up
until the point of those ads running,” Carney
said. He confirmed he has not spoken directly
with Trump since the breakdown but
emphasized that Canada remains open to
resuming talks when the U.S. is ready.

S. president Ronald Reagan

Lumpur that progress in

JD Vance's wife not Muslim: Trump ally snaps at journalist’ S 'brown people’ jab

Laura Loomer, a far-right
activist and ally of US President
Donald Trump, clashed with
British-American journalist
Mehdi Hasan over his "brown
people" jab at Vice President
JD Vance for mocking New York
City mayoral frontrunner Zohran
Mamdani's aunt. Hasan
condemned Vance for "publicly
mocking other Brown people"
despite being married to
Indian-origin Usha Vance. In
response, Loomer pointed out
that the Vice President’s “wife
isn’t a Muslim.” "If she was, he
never would have been Vice
President because MAGA isn’t
going to ever support a Muslim
being in the White House. Do
you think Hindus and Muslims
are the same?" Loomer said in
a post on X on Sunday.
Loomer, however, didn’t stop
there. The far-right activist
added, “Usha Vance is an
accomplished Hindu American.
Our issue isn’t with Brown
people; it’'s with Islam.” The
war of words began after the
New York City mayoral
frontrunner, standing outside a
mosque in the Bronx and
surrounded by imams, made

remarks on Friday about
embracing Islam more openly.
A visibly tearful Mamdani said,
"My aunt stopped riding the
subway after September 11
because she didn’t feel safe
being seen in a hijab.

These are lessons that
so many Muslim New Yorkers
have been taught..." The 34-
year-old's remarks, however,
didn't go down well with JD

Vance, who mocked Mamdani
and said, "According to Zohran
the real victim of 9/11 was his
auntie who got some
(allegedly) bad looks." he
British-American journalist
was quick to criticise the Vice
President, saying, "Imagine
being married to a Brown
woman and having mixed-race
kids and then publicly mocking
other Brown people as they

talk publicly and emotionally
about their experience of
racism. Vance is just a bad
person." This is not the first
time that Loomer has clashed
with Mehdi Hasan.

Last month, the far-
right activist called the journalist
a Muslim immigrant and asked
him to "go back to the UK and
the Islamic countries your
parents were born in any time

you want." "Why are you evenin
the US if you hate it here? Just
leave. | don’t get it. What will it
take to make you leave? You
hate our country,” she added. In
response, Hasan, whose
parents immigrated to the UK
from Hyderabad, said, "India is
where my parents were born
and itis not an ‘Islamic country’.
You have the knowledge,
intellect, and 1Q of

Trump at it again, says India is
completely cutting back on Russian oil

US President Donald Trump has done
it again, reiterating his claim that India will
"completely stop" buying oil from Russia,
even as New Delhi continues to insist that
its energy decisions are driven solely by

national interest. Speaking to

aboard Air Force One on Saturday, Trump
doubled down on his long-
assertion that India is cutting back on its
Russian oil purchases. "You probably saw
today, China is cutting back very
substantially on the purchase of Russian
oil, and India is cutting back completely,
and we've done sanctions,”
referring to the fresh US
sanctions on Russian oil giants Rosneft
and Lukoil. The remarks came ahead of

declared,

over trade, technology,
and access to raw
materials. Asked if he
would bring up China's
oil dealings with Russia,
Trump said he "may be
discussing it", adding
that he hopes the talks

reporters

standing

Trump

Trump's scheduled meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in South Korea, part
of an Asia tour unfolding amid growing
friction between Washington and Beijing

will yield a "complete deal". Trump's latest
proclamation adds to a series of similar
claims made over the past few weeks.
Earlier, he told reporters that India had But by the end of the year, they will be
assured him it would "stop" buying oil from down to almost nothing.

Moscow by the end of the year, though he
acknowledged the process would take
time. "India, as you know, has told me they
are going to stop It's a process. You can't
~ just stop buying oil
overnight. By the end of
the year, they'll be down
& to almost nothing, almost
8 40 per cent of the oil," he
1 had said. Repeating that
assertion during a White
House meeting with NATO
Secretary General Mark Rutte, Trump said,
"India, as you know, told me that they would
stop. It is a process; you can't just stop it.

That's a strong handshake Trump praises Japan's new PM Sanae Takaichi

US President Donald Trump kicked off
one of his busiest days in Asia with a
compliment — and a handshake. Meeting
Japan’s newly appointed Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi in Tokyo on Tuesday, Trump
grinned as the pair clasped hands and
quipped, “That’s a very strong handshake.”
The remark, light but telling, set the tone for
Trump’s first encounter with Japan’s first-ever
female prime minister. Takaichi, who took
office only days ago, is eager to establish a
firm footing with Washington while balancing
her country’s trade interests. Trump,
meanwhile, is hoping to clinch USD 550
billion in Japanese investments as part of a
trade deal designed to cut US tariffs and
boost American exports, according to the
Associated Press. For both leaders, the
optics mattered. Outside the venue, reporters
noticed a gold-hued Ford F-150 pickup truck
— a visual nod to one of Trump’s long-

standing complaints that Japan doesn’t buy
enough American vehicles. A few white Toyota
models, built in the US, flanked the Ford as
if to underscore the message. Takaichi's
government is reportedly considering a
symbolic purchase of Ford trucks as part of
what aides privately call a “charm offensive.”
Trump’s Asia trip, his most extensive since
returning to office, comes as he tries to
reassert US economic leadership in the region
while smoothing over past friction with allies.
On Monday, Trump met Japan’s emperor in a
ceremonial visit before travelling to Kuala
Lumpur for the ASEAN summit, where he
celebrated a ceasefire agreement between
Thailand and Cambodia. He credited his firm
diplomacy for ending border skirmishes
between the two Southeast Asian
neighbours. “Another great day for peace,”
Trump said in Malaysia, touting what he
called his “personal diplomacy dividend.”
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California Governor Gavin Newsom teases Who is Sami Hamdi? UK journalist detained
taking a shot at US presidency in 2028 by US authorities at San Francisco Airport

V

Democratic California
Governor Gavin Newsom said
in an interview aired on Sunday
that he is considering running
for US president in 2028 and
will make a decision after the
2026 midterm elections.
Newsom has made some
moves this year to test the
waters for a potential
presidential run and has
gained prominence within his
party in confronting Republican
President Donald Trump on a
range of issues. "I'm looking
forward to who presents
themselves in 2028 and who
meets that moment,” Newsom
said on the CBS News program
"Sunday Morning." Asked if he
was considering a run,
Newsom said, "Yeah, I'd be

lying (if | said) otherwise."
Under the U.S. Constitution,
Trump is prohibited from
running for a third term but has
floated the idea regardless,
saying earlier this year, "there
are methods which you could
do it." Newsom has pushed
California to the forefront of
Democratic efforts to redraw
congressional maps to
counterbalance similar efforts
by Republican-led states as
the two parties fight for control
of the U.S. House of
Representatives, a chamber
where Republicans now hold a
narrow majority, in the 2026
elections. The governor also
has confronted Trump on the
president's military
deployment to Los Angeles.
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British journalist and political commentator
Sami Hamdi was detained by US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) at San Francisco
International Airport on Sunday morning, according
to officials. Tricia McLaughlin, Assistant Secretary
for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
confirmed on X (formerly Twitter) that Hamdi’s visa
had been revoked and that he was
currently in ICE custody pending
removal. “Under President Trump,
those who support terrorism and
undermine American national
security will not be allowed to work
or visit this country. It's common
sense,” McLaughlin wrote,
thanking Secretary of Homeland
Security Kristi Noem and
Secretary of State Marco Rubio for
their role in the case. Her post was
accompanied by a message from
Amy Mekelburg (Amy Mek), an
American right-wing activist and
founder of the RAIR Foundation,
who had earlier called for Hamdi’s
deportation. The Council on
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) condemned
the detention, calling it “an injustice” and “an
attack on free speech.” “Earlier this morning, ICE
agents abducted British Muslim journalist and
political commentator Sami Hamdi at San
Francisco Airport, apparently in response to his
vocal criticism of the Israeli government during
his ongoing speaking tour,” CAIR said in a
statement. The organisation added that Hamdi
remained in custody and had not yet been
deported. “Our nation must stop abducting critics
of the Israeli government at the behest of unhinged
Israel-first bigots; this is an Israel-first policy, not
an America-first policy, and it must end,” CAIR

ugp LIMOUSINE
514-581.1625

stated.
WHY WAS HAMDI DETAINED?
According to the RAIR Foundation USA,
Hamdi has in the past expressed support for the
October 7, 2023 Hamas attack and has been
accused of “espousing terrorist activity.” DHS
officials claimed that his statements glorified

\l | B

actions by a US-designated Foreign Terrorist
Organization, making him ineligible for entry under
immigration law. Authorities further allege that
Hamdi participated in programs linked to the
Muslim Brotherhood, and that while in the US, he
encouraged audiences to challenge support for
US allies and “weaponise elections.” ICE cited
these activities as part of what they described as
efforts “to further extremist agendas” on US soil.
WHO IS SAMI HAMDI?

Hamdi is the Managing Director and Editor-in-
Chief of The International Interest, a global
magazine that analyses politics across the Middle
East, Far East, and Europe.
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Olympic gold in flattery: Pak ex-envoy mocks Shehbaz Sharif's praise for Trump

Reacting to Shebaz Sharif's latest gush of admiration for Donald Trump, ex-envoy
Husain Haqqgani took to X with a tongue-in-cheek post that quickly caught attention.

If flattery were an Olympic
sport, Pakistan's Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif would be
standing tall on the podium, gold
medal in hand. At least, that's
how former Pakistani
ambassador to the US Husain
Haqggani sees it. Reacting to
Sharif's latest gush of admiration
for Donald Trump, Hagqgani took
to X with a tongue-in-cheek post
that quickly caught attention.
"Pakistan's PM still in the lead
for Gold in what @FareedZakaria
surmised might be the Olympic
Sport of flattering Trump,"
Haggani wrote, poking fun at
Sharif's repeated praise for the

former US president.

Haqgani's jibe came after
Sharif lauded Trump for his
"instrumental role in advancing
global peace" through a series of
international accords, including
the newly signed Kuala Lumpur
Peace Accord between Cambodia
and Thailand.

"Another historic day for
peace and diplomacy!" Sharif
posted on X. "My deep
appreciation to President
Donald Trump for his
instrumental role in advancing stability in the Middle East and and Thailand for signing the
peace through the KL Accord, South Asia, saving millions of accord and praised Malaysian
the Gaza Peace Plan, and his lives across the globe." Sharif Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim for
resolute efforts for peace and also congratulated Cambodia his "tireless pursuit of peace and

harmony in the region". This isn't
the first time Sharif has
showered praise on Trump.
Earlier this month, at the Peace
Summit in Egypt, the Pakistani
premier called Trump "a man of
peace" and even reminded the
audience that Pakistan had
once nominated him for the
Nobel Peace Prize."l genuinely
feel he is the most genuine and
most wonderful candidate for the
Peace Prize because he has
brought peace in South Asia,
saving millions of people," Sharif
had said, calling Trump "a great
president” and lauding his
"exemplary leadership.”

Mystery $130 Million Donation Sparks Ethical Debate Over US Military Funding During Shuidown

A mysterious donor has
contributed $130 million to the
Pentagon to help pay US troops
during the ongoing government
shutdown, drawing both
gratitude and ethical concern.
According to defense officials,
the donation was made under
the Pentagon’s “general gift
acceptance authority” and will
be used specifically to cover
military salaries and benefits.
President Donald Trump, who
confirmed the contribution,
praised the donor as a “patriot”
and “great gentleman” but
declined to reveal his identity,

B

saying the individual “doesn’t
want publicity.” The US
government has been partially
shut down for over three weeks
due to Congress’s failure to pass
a funding bill. While the
administration temporarily
redirected $8 billion from military
research to pay service
members last week, uncertainty
looms over the next payday
scheduled for October 31. Trump
told reporters before leaving for
Asia that the unnamed donor
“put up $130 million to make
sure the military got paid” and
described him as a staunch
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supporter. The donation, roughly
equal to $100 per service
member, is unprecedented in
scale. Pentagon spokesman
Sean Parnell stated that the
department reviewed the gift
according to internal ethics
policies. Regulations require
donations exceeding $10,000 to
be vetted to ensure the donor has
no active claims, contracts, or
litigation involving the Defense
Department. However, critics
argue that accepting such large
anonymous donations could
undermine transparency and
raise national security risks.
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Hundreds of GM Workers Protest CAMI Plant
VCIosure, Demand New Production Plan

Hundreds of General Motors employ-
ees staged protests across Ontario on
Wednesday, demanding clarity about
the future of production at the recently
shuttered CAMI Assembly Plant in
Ingersoll. The demonstrations, orga-
nized by Unifor Local 88 as part of two

days of “Solidarity Actions,” also took
place outside GM’s Brampton Assem-
bly Plant, reflecting growing worker frus-
tration after back-to-back hits to the
province’s auto sector. The protests fol-
low GM’s decision to halt production of
the BrightDrop electric delivery van at

the Ingersoll facility, leaving roughly
1,200 workers suddenly without jobs.
The move comes amid a wider reshuf-
fling of North America’s auto manufac-
turing footprint, with Stellantis also con-

. firming plans to shift its Jeep Compass

program from Brampton to the United
States. Many employees at
Wednesday'’s rally voiced concern that
political and trade tensions, particularly
new U.S. tariff threats, influenced GM’s

. decision to withdraw from the electric

van program. “We were ready to take
off running, but the new president came
in and started talking tariffs right away,”
said Stephen Pyle, a 20-year veteran of
the CAMI plant. “Everyone loved what

o We were building, but no one wanted to

commit to contracts that might be hit
with tariffs later.” The plant, retooled just
four years ago with $500 million in pub-
lic funds, was once hailed as a key step
in Canada’s electric vehicle transition.
In response to growing backlash, GM
Canada President Kristian Aquilina said
in a statement that the company re-

mains committed to its Canadian opera-
tions and is exploring “future opportuni-
ties” for the Ingersoll facility. “As CAMI
Assembly is being assessed for future
opportunities, GM’s focus is on support-
ing our people and working with our part-
ners,” Aquilina said, emphasizing that
these discussions are “complex” and
require collaboration. GM pointed to its
continued investments in Oshawa, St.
Catharines, and a new $600-million bat-
tery-materials plant in Bécancour, Que-
bec, as proof of its long-term commit-
ment to Canada. Federal Industry Min-
ister Mélanie Joly announced that Ot-
tawa, Ontario, and Unifor will form a
working group to push for new vehicle
production at CAMI. Joly has also given
GM 15 days—until next Wednesday—
to outline its next steps for affected
workers. “Ultimately, | want to see a new
product here,” said longtime CAMI em-
ployee Brooke Strub. “We’ve proven that
our vehicles are second to none. We
deserve another chance to build some-
thing great.”

Ford Calls on U.S. Ambassador to Apologize Af-
ter Profane Outburst at Ontario Trade Official

sized that diplomacy must prevail.
The ambassador, known for his
blunt remarks about Canada-U.S.
relations, has previously described

Carney and Trump Keep It Civil at APEC
Dinner Amid Deepening Trade Tensions

Canadian responses to tariffs as
“nasty” and brushed off Trump’s
taunts about Canada becoming the
“51st state.”

Ontario Premier Doug Ford is urg-
ing U.S. Ambassador Pete Hoekstra
to “bury the hatchet” and apologize
after witnesses say Hoekstra
launched an expletive-filled tirade at
Ontario’s trade representative, David
Paterson, earlier this week. The
confrontation, which multiple attend-
ees described as heated and “laced
with f-bombs,” occurred Monday at
a Canadian American Business
Council event in Ottawa and was
reportedly triggered by Ontario’s
controversial anti-tariff advertise-
ment that has angered U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump. Speaking at a
news conference Wednesday, Ford
said while he understands tempers
can flare in politics, the
ambassador’s behaviour was “abso-
lutely unacceptable” and “unbecom-
ing of an ambassador.” He added,
“Pete, you’ve got to call Dave up and
apologize. It’s simple. | get heated
sometimes, but just call the guy up
and bury the hatchet.” Ford stressed
that now is the time to repair rela-
tions and restart trade talks with the
United States, which were abruptly
halted by Trump last week. The dis-

pute stems from a $75-million
Ontario ad campaign that used a
clip of former U.S. president Ronald
Reagan speaking against tariffs.
Trump denounced the commercial as
“fake” and accused Ontario of mis-
representing Reagan’s words. De-
spite the criticism, Ford defended
the campaign as a necessary re-
sponse to U.S. trade pressures, not-
ing it received over 11 billion impres-
sions. “What do they expect me to
do? Sit back and roll over like ev-
eryone else?” Ford said. “Why
doesn’t the president start being
nice? Play nice in the sandbox with
his biggest customer.” Ford reiter-
ated that the ad was not designed
to “poke the president in the eye,”
but rather to “start a conversation”
and “wake up the Democrats” to the
economic impact of tariffs on Ameri-
can consumers. “Ronald Reagan
was right,” he said. “A tariff on
Canada is a tax on the American
people.” Despite the controversy,
Ford maintained that he still consid-
ers Hoekstra “a good guy,” recalling
a friendly wager the two made on the
World Series. However, he empha-

Prime Minister Mark Carney and
U.S. President Donald Trump shared
the same table at a dinner in
Gyeongju, South Korea, on Wednes-
day evening, offering a rare glimpse
of civility amid a strained Canada-
U.S. relationship. The two leaders
raised their glasses during a toast
at the Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration (APEC) summit dinner but
exchanged few words, symbolizing
the deep chill between Ottawa and
Washington following the collapse of
trade talks. It was the first time
Carney and Trump had seen each
other in person since the U.S. presi-
dent canceled negotiations with
Canada over Ontario’s anti-tariff ad
campaign earlier this month. Despite
their proximity at the dinner, Trump
later wrote on social media that he
“didn’t come all the way to South Ko-
rea to talk with Canada,” reinforcing
his stance of disengagement.
Carney, meanwhile, offered only a
brief comment to reporters, saying

he had “very good conversations
with all the presidents” in atten-
dance. The diplomatic rift leaves
Canada in a precarious position as
it heads into the APEC summit,
where Carney is also expected to
meet Chinese President Xi Jinping
for the first formal Canada-China
meeting since 2017. Ottawa faces
a balancing act — repairing ties
with the U.S. while cautiously ex-
ploring new trade opportunities with
Beijing. Experts warn that any Ca-
nadian effort to ease tariffs on Chi-
nese electric vehicles could draw
criticism from Washington, given the
ongoing U.S.-China trade rivalry.
Trump is reportedly considering tar-
iff adjustments to strike a broader
deal with China, including measures
to limit the flow of fentanyl precur-
sor chemicals. Analysts, however,
caution against assuming any long-
term stability in U.S.-China relations,
citing Trump’s unpredictable ap-
proach.
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George Brown College Rebrands as George Brown Poly-

technic, Signaling a New Era of Career-Focused Education

After nearly six decades,
George Brown College in Toronto
is entering a new chapter with a
fresh identity. The institution an-
nounced that it will now be
known as George Brown Poly-
technic (GBP), marking a stra-
tegic transformation that aligns
with its evolving focus on ad-
vanced, career-oriented educa-
tion. The rebrand was revealed
on Thursday morning, accompa-
nied by the launch of the
college’s new Master of Con-
struction Management (MCM)
program. This program is de-
signed to develop future leaders
in Canada’s construction indus-
try and serves as the corner-
stone of GBP’s renewed mission
to enhance workforce readiness
and productivity. In an official
statement, George Brown Poly-

technic emphasized that the
change represents a broader in-
stitutional shift rather than a
simple name update. “This trans-
formation is not just a name

TR0
change; it signifies our commit-
ment to advancing education
and workforce readiness,” said
Dr. Gervan Fearon, President of
GBP. He added that the new

MCM program highlights the
school’s dedication to providing
students with the tools needed
to excel in an increasingly com-
plex and competitive job market. novators and leaders.

Unlike the highly debated renam-
ing of Ryerson University to
Toronto Metropolitan University in
2022—which stemmed from con-
troversy over Egerton Ryerson’s
ties to the residential school sys-
tem—George Brown’s rebranding
is expected to be met with far
less public tension. The college’s
namesake, George Brown, was
a respected journalist, politician,
and one of Canada’s founding fig-
ures, remembered positively for
his contributions to nation-build-
ing. With its new identity, George
Brown Polytechnic aims to rede-
fine its role in higher education,
blending academic excellence
with practical skill development
to meet the needs of modern in-
dustries and help shape
Canada’s next generation of in-

How Tariffs Are Hitting Canada’s Key
Industries, Province by Province

nities and triggered sharp price 25 per cent tariffs. Ontario: has been directly targeted by
declines. Both provinces’ pork Auto Industry Faces Uncertain Trump’s latest 25 per cent tar-
industries, another key export Future Ontario’s $11.6 billion iff on imported medium- and
to China, have also been hitby vehicle manufacturing sector heavy-duty trucks.

o

As trade tensions escalate

between Canada and the
United States, every province
is feeling the pressure. With
President Donald Trump halt-
ing trade negotiations and
threatening new tariffs, Cana-
dian premiers are scrambling
to protect industries vital to
their regional economies—
from Ontario’s auto sector to
British Columbia’s lumber
mills and the Prairies’ canola
fields. Here’s how tariffs are re-
shaping the economic land-
scape across the country.

British Columbia: Lum-

ber Under Siege

B.C.’s forestry industry, al-
ready struggling with global de-
mand shifts, is facing an addi-
tional 10 per cent increase in
U.S. timber tariffs, bringing to-
tal duties to 45 per cent. Pre-
mier David Eby has accused
Ottawa of neglecting the for-
est sector, urging it to treat
lumber with the same urgency
as Ontario’s auto and steel in-
dustries. Wood products are
B.C.’s second-largest export
after energy and minerals,
supporting over 100,000 jobs.
The province plans to roll out
an anti-tariff ad campaign to
rally national attention to the
issue.

Alberta: Energy Feels
the Ripple Effect

Alberta’s oil and gas sec-
tor, responsible for more than
80 per cent of its U.S. exports,
has so far avoided direct
American tariffs. Still, global
trade uncertainty has reduced
energy demand and lowered oil
prices. According to provincial
figures, non-renewable re-
source revenue has fallen $1.4
billion below budget projec-
tions. Economists warn that
even without direct tariffs, pro-
longed U.S. protectionism
could further strain Alberta’s

energy-dependent economy.

Saskatchewan and
Manitoba: Canola Crisis
Deepens

The Prairies are caught in
a tariff crossfire with China,
which imposed duties of up to
100 per cent on Canadian
canola oil and meal and nearly
76 per cent on canola seed.
Saskatchewan—responsible
for half of Canada’s canola ex-
ports—has seen massive fi-
nancial losses, prompting Pre-
mier Scott Moe to call on Ot-
tawa to negotiate an end to
the standoff. Manitoba Premier
Wab Kinew has echoed those
concerns, saying the tariffs
have devastated rural commu-

.~ Brampton Ears 10th Consecutive AAA Credit Rating from

S&P Global, Marking a Decade of Financial Excellence

S&P GLOBAL MAINTAINS CITY OF BRAMPTON'S

AAA CREDIT RATING

‘ ‘ BRAMPTON'S STRONG

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

AND A GROWING ECONOMY,
SUPPORTED BY A YOUNG
AND RISING POPULATION,
ALLOWS US TO AFFIRM ITS

STRONG
FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT

LOW DEBT
BURDEN

STABLE
OUTLOOK

‘AAA’ CREDIT RATING. , ,

S&P Global

October 27, 2025

The City of Brampton has once again reaf-
firmed its position as one of Canada’s most
financially stable municipalities, earning its
10th consecutive ‘AAA’ credit rating from S&P
Global Ratings. The milestone reflects a de-
cade of disciplined fiscal management, strong
reserves, and a resilient local economy that
continues to attract investment and growth.

According to S&P Global, the AAA rating
represents the highest possible grade, high-
lighting Brampton’s prudent financial policies,
diverse revenue base, and capacity to man-
age long-term debt responsibly. The recogni-
tion underscores the City’s ongoing commit-
ment to strategic investments, sustainable
planning, and transparent governance—key
factors that have contributed to its consistent
fiscal success over the past ten years. City
officials noted that this achievement sends a
strong message to investors, businesses, and
residents about Brampton’s financial health
and its ability to deliver essential services
while planning for future development. The

&2 BRAMPTON

credit rating also helps the City maintain lower
borrowing costs, allowing more funds to be
directed toward priority projects that enhance
community life. Brampton’s thriving economy
continues to grow across sectors such as
manufacturing, logistics, innovation, and tech-
nology, supported by a diverse population and
strong regional partnerships. Major infrastruc-
ture and transit projects remain central to the
City’s growth strategy, including investments
in modern transportation networks, housing
development, and sustainable urban design
aimed at fostering long-term economic resil-
ience.

s Brampton moves forward, the city’s lead-
ership emphasized that maintaining its AAA
standing is not just a financial benchmark but
a reflection of the community’s shared vision
for progress. With steady economic expansion
and a focus on innovation, Brampton remains
well positioned to sustain its fiscal strength
and deliver a prosperous future for residents
and businesses alike.
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Blue Jays Fans Stay Hopeful Despite 5-1
Loss to Dodgers in Game 2 of World Series

Toronto Blue Jays fans are holding
their heads high despite Saturday night’s
5-1 defeat against the Los Angeles
Dodgers in Game 2 of the World Se-
ries, which now stands tied at one game
apiece. While the atmosphere at Rogers

OGERS

CENTRE
_

Centre was noticeably subdued, the
spirit of Blue Jays Nation remains un-
broken. For many fans, this loss is seen
as just another chapter in an extraordi-
nary postseason run that has united
baseball supporters across Canada.

Toronto pitcher Kevin Gausman gave up
solo home runs to Dodgers sluggers Will
Smith and Max Muncy in the seventh
inning, turning what had been a tight
contest into a frustrating loss. Dodgers
ace Yoshinobu Yamamoto was nearly
untouchable, pitching his second con-
secutive complete game of the
postseason. Still, supporters at the sta-
dium kept the faith, even flipping their
hats inside out in a classic baseball su-
perstition to spark a late-game rally that
ultimately fell short. For lifelong fans like
Bill Redford and his son Shawn, attend-
ing the World Series in Toronto is about
more than the final score. “l was elated
last night, a little depressed today, but
you know what? We’ll come back,” said
Bill as they exited Rogers Centre. His
son added that the Blue Jays may be
underdogs, but that’'s exactly what
makes them dangerous. “Nobody ex-
pects us to win against the big, bad
Dodgers, but we’re the grittiest team
in baseball. Every game counts, and |
think it’s going to go six or seven.” Oth-

ers in the stands shared that same con-
fidence. Karri Cee, a lifelong fan who
flew in from San Francisco just to
watch the team play, said he still be-
lieves Toronto will win the series. “The
Dodgers took one today, but the Jays
have the offense, the bullpen, and the
pitching to pull it off. | think they’ll get
itin five,” he said with a grin. Superfan
Shawn Panacci, who first watched the
Jays at Exhibition Stadium in 1989,
called this moment “a dream come true”
and said the team’s success has reig-
nited a sense of national unity. “The
energy in the crowd is electric. The
Jays bring the country together, win or
lose.” Beyond the scoreboard, Game 2
had its share of memorable moments.
The Jonas Brothers performed as part
of Major League Baseball’s collabora-
tion with Stand Up To Cancer, while fans
couldn’t stop talking about a man
dressed as Colonel Sanders behind
home plate — later revealed to be part
of KFC Canada’s cheeky marketing
campaign.

Blue Jays Fans Erupt with Pride After
Hlstorlc Game 1 World Series Victory

Toronto was alive with celebration
Friday night as the Blue Jays stormed
to an 11-4 win over the Los Angeles
Dodgers in Game 1 of the 2025 World
Series, marking their triumphant return
to the championship stage after more
than three decades. Rogers Centre
roared with excitement as fans wit-
nessed history, and jubilation quickly
spread across Canada and beyond.

For lifelong supporters, the victory
was more than just a win — it was a
moment of national pride. “I'm just so
full of joy,” said fan Susan Leandra in
an emotional Instagram post that cap-
tured the energy of the night. “They de-
serve this. They’ve worked so hard.”
The outpouring of excitement rippled
through social media, with fans across
the country rallying behind their team.
“The best thing about the Blue Jays
right now is seeing the entire country
unite and cheer them on,” wrote one
supporter on X, summing up the
shared sense of Canadian unity.
Among the notable fans celebrating
was rapper Drake, who turned his 39th
birthday into a courtside party at the
stadium, posting live videos and shout-

ing out the Jays. Even international
fans joined in the celebration, includ-
ing supporters in the United Kingdom
who stayed up past midnight to watch
the game live. “It's nearly 1 a.m. here
in London but we’re game ready! Let’s
go Jays!!” one fan posted. The defin-
ing moment of the night came in the
sixth inning, when rookie pinch hitter
Addison Barger smashed a grand
slam — the first pinch-hit grand slam
in World Series history — sending the
crowd into an uproar. The monumen-
tal swing electrified the Rogers Cen-
tre and cemented Barger’s name in the
Blue Jays’ record books. “A grand
slam in Toronto — that’s the game,
man. The Toronto Blue Jays are going
to win the World Series,” wrote one
ecstatic fan online. Blue Jays fever
even transcended baseball. Olympic
swimmer Kylie Masse was spotted
walking out for her 100-metre back-
stroke final at the Swimming World
Cup in Toronto wearing a Vladimir
Guerrero Jr. jersey — a show of soli-
darity that quickly went viral. As an-
ticipation builds for Game 2, Kevin
Gausman will take the mound for

W CTT Toronto against Los Angeles ace

Walker Buehler. The pre-game festivi-
ties will feature Canadian singer
Alessia Cara performing O Canada

and Bebe Rexha singing the U.S. na-
tional anthem, as fans prepare for an-
other unforgettable night in Blue Jays
history.

India Imposes 30% Import Duty on
Yellow Peas to Protect Domestic

India has announced a 30 percent
import duty on yellow peas, effective
November 1, in a move aimed at sup-
porting local farmers and stabilizing
domestic prices. The new tariff was
confirmed through a government noti-
fication issued late Wednesday.

According to the order, any ship-
ments with a bill of lading dated on or
before October 31, 2025, will be ex-
empt from the new duty. Previously,
India had permitted duty-free imports
of yellow peas until March 31, 2026,
but mounting pressure from domes-
tic producers led authorities to recon-
sider the policy. Farmers across In-
dia had expressed concern that a
surge of inexpensive foreign peas was
driving down market prices, urging the
government to act quickly. The deci-

sion marks a significant shift for one
of the world’s largest consumers of
pulses. India is the top global importer
of yellow peas, sourcing most of its
supply from Canada and Russia. The
new duty is expected to impact ex-
porters in both countries, particularly
Canadian farmers, who rely heavily on
India as a major pulse market. Ana-
lysts say the move could have ripple
effects on global pea prices and trade
dynamics, while potentially giving In-
dian farmers a stronger foothold in the
local market.

The measure also comes
amid ongoing trade discussions be-
tween India and Canada, as both
countries seek to ease tensions and
strengthen economic ties following
months of diplomatic strain.
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Liberals Lack Votes to Pass Federal Budget
as MacKinnon Warns of Possible Election

Minister

Steven
MacKinnon

Liberal House Leader and
Transport Minister Steven
MacKinnon has admitted that the
government currently lacks
enough parliamentary support to
pass its upcoming federal budget,
warning that opposition parties
must decide whether they are pre-
pared to trigger another election.
Speaking on Rosemary Barton
Live on Sunday, MacKinnon said
bluntly, “As we speak right now,
we don’t have the votes.”The fed-
eral budget, scheduled for release
on November 4, will serve as a
confidence motion for Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney’s minority gov-
ernment. Failure to secure enough
support from at least one opposi-
tion party could send Canadians
back to the polls — a prospect
the Liberals say they are reluc-
tant to face. “The opposition par-
ties will have to determine whether
our differences are significant
enough to warrant another elec-
tion,” MacKinnon said. “We would
be reluctant to go to the polls.”
Carney’s government has been
meeting with opposition leaders in
hopes of reaching an agreement.
Conservative Leader Pierre
Poilievre has demanded that the
budget include sweeping tax cuts,
a cap on the federal deficit at $42

billion, and the complete removal
of the industrial carbon tax — con-
ditions the Liberals have rejected.
MacKinnon accused Poilievre of
putting forward “unattainable” de-
mands that would strip “hundreds
of billions of dollars” in federal rev-
enue, calling them “impossible to
square.” Bloc Québécois Leader
Yves-Frangois Blanchet has also
laid out his own list of conditions,
including higher health transfers
to the provinces, new infrastruc-
ture investments, expanded hous-
ing programs, and boosted Old
Age Security payments.
MacKinnon criticized Blanchet’s
confrontational tone but ex-
pressed a more cooperative
stance toward NDP interim leader
Don Davies, who has said his party
will wait until the budget is tabled
before making any decisions. “The
math is clear — we don’t have a
majority,” MacKinnon acknowl-
edged. “But we are continuing con-
versations with all parties.” Mean-
while, Prime Minister Carney has
been preparing Canadians for what
he describes as a tough but nec-
essary budget. In a recent ad-
dress to students in Ottawa, he
said transforming the economy
amid U.S. trade tensions and ris-
ing costs will “require some sac-

rifices and some time.” Carney ficiencies within federal opera-
emphasized that the government tions. As trade tensions with the

will prioritize economic resilience
and investment while cutting inef-

newed tariff measures, the
Carney government faces growing

United States escalate under pressure to balance fiscal disci-
President Donald Trump’s re-

pline with strategic spending.

Prime Minister Carney Pushes New Trade and Security Part-
nerships with ASEAN, Aiming to Double Non-U.S. Exports

Prime Minister Mark Carney has wrapped
up a pivotal visit to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
where he advanced Canada’s trade, energy, and
security ties with Southeast Asian nations un-
der a bold new plan to diversify the country’s
global economic footprint. The trip, part of
Canada’s broader Indo-Pacific strategy, comes
as Carney’s government pledges to double the
country’s non-U.S. ex-
ports over the next de- =
cade, reducing reliance !
on a single trade part- |
ner and building a more

resilient national |
economy. At the|
ASEAN Summit, |

Carney accelerated ne- |
gotiations toward af
Canada-ASEAN free|
trade agreement that |
could open access to|
a market of nearly 700 |
million consumers and §
add more than $1.5 bil- _ﬂj\

lion to the Canadian

economy. To support the deal’s advancement,
Canada announced $25 million in technical as-
sistance to ASEAN nations for capacity build-
ing and implementation support. The Prime Min-
ister also held bilateral meetings with leaders
from Malaysia, Vietnam, Laos, and the Philip-
pines to discuss joint economic priorities. Dur-
ing his meeting with the Prime Minister of Ma-
laysia, Carney signed a Letter of Intent to ex-
pand cooperation in liquified natural gas, nuclear
energy, oil, and renewables. Talks with Philip-
pine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. led to an
agreement to begin formal negotiations on a
Canada-Philippines free trade deal, with comple-
tion targeted for 2026. The Prime Minister also

met institutional investors and corporate leaders
from across ASEAN to promote Canadian inno-
vation, resource development, and clean energy
opportunities. Highlighting Canada’s growing
technological footprint in Asia, Carney visited
CAE’s training facility in Kuala Lumpur as Ma-
laysia Airlines signed a deal to purchase a Ca-
nadian-made flight simulator. On the sidelines of
the summit, his government
announced $226,000 to ex-
pand the BlackBerry
Cybersecurity Centre of Excel-
| lence into an international hub
- for digital intelligence and
| cyber defense. He also met
- with Tengku Muhammad
~ Taufik, CEO of PETRONAS,
- to explore further collaboration
1 on the LNG Canada projectin
~ Kitimat, British Columbia,
. where Phase 2 is now under
| federal review. “The world is
- changing rapidly, and Canada
must dramatically change its
economic strategy,” Carney
said. “We must make generational investments
to build our economy at home and diversify our
trade partnerships abroad. Now is not the time
to be cautious, because fortune favours the bold.”
This marks Carney’s first official visit to the Indo-
Pacific region as Prime Minister. ASEAN repre-
sents a fast-growing economic bloc valued at over
$5 trillion, with Canada-ASEAN trade already
surpassing $42 billion in 2024. Canada’s recent
trade agreement with Indonesia—its first bilat-
eral deal with an ASEAN nation—eliminates
tariffs on 95 percent of Canadian exports, sig-
naling the beginning of a new era in Canada’s
engagement with the Indo-Pacific.

$32 Million Case Against Ontario Developer
Collapses, Raising Concerns Over Buyer Protection

A record-setting $32 million
case against Briarwood Develop-
ment Group has collapsed after
Ontario’s Home Construction
Regulatory  Authority
(HCRA) failed to provide suf-
ficient evidence to prove al-
legations of unethical con-
duct. The developer, ac-
cused of coercing more than
140 homebuyers into paying
higher prices for pre-con-
struction homes, is no
longer facing fines or disci-
plinary action following a rul-
ing by the HCRA's discipline
committee. The case
stemmed from complaints
filed in 2022 by buyers who
said Briarwood demanded
additional payments—
sometimes exceeding
$100,000—after contracts

Quinte West, and Georgina. The
HCRA alleged that the company
extracted more than $18 million
through these increases, in viola-

ics. If proven, Briarwood could witness was disqualified for lack-
have been forced to repay buyers ing relevant expertise in residen-
and faced additional fines totaling tial construction, and evidence was
over $32 million. However, during presented for only 14 of the 142
properties involved. When
questioned, HCRA's acting
inspection manager admit-
ted he had not directly con-

were openly discussed with buy-
ers and intended to preserve the
projects. Real estate lawyer Bob
Aaron, however, called the out-
come “a horrible precedent,”
warning that it undermines pub-
lic confidence in Ontario’s pre-
construction housing market.

tacted most affected buy-
ers. Briarwood’s legal
team then filed a motion to
dismiss 128 counts for
lack of evidence, which the
committee accepted. The
remaining 14 were with-
drawn days later as part of
an undisclosed resolution.
Briarwood's lawyer, Justin
Nasseri, praised the deci-
sion, asserting that his cli-
ent had acted “ethically and
| transparently” during diffi-
cult economic conditions

had been signed and deposits paid  tion of the New Homes Construc- the hearings, the HCRAs case fal- caused by the pandemic. He said
for homes in Stayner, Angus, tion Licensing Act’s code of eth- tered. The regulator’s key expert the company’s price adjustments

Critics say the ruling exposes
major flaws in how the HCRA in-
vestigates and enforces con-
sumer protection laws. NDP
MPP Tom Rakocevic said he
was “shocked and disappointed”
by the regulator’s performance,
calling for stronger oversight and
possible staff changes. The
HCRA declined interviews but
said it would “apply lessons
learned” to future cases. Premier
Doug Ford’s office redirected
questions to the ministry respon-
sible, noting the regulator oper-
ates at arm’s length from the gov-
ernment.
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Ottawa Targets ‘Driver Inc.’ in Federal Budget
Crackdown on Trucking Misclassification

The federal government is prepar-
ing a major enforcement push against
what it calls a widespread culture of
fraud in Canada’s trucking sector,
known as “Driver Inc.” The controver-
sial practice involves companies clas-
sifying full-time truck drivers as inde-
pendent contractors instead of em-
ployees—allowing firms to bypass
taxes, benefits, and safety obliga-
tions while undercutting competitors.
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Employment Minister Patty Hajdu
told a House of Commons committee
on Thursday that Ottawa will dedicate
$77 million over four years and $19.2
million annually to end the misuse of
contractor status in the industry. The
funds will help the Canada Revenue
Agency (CRA) lift its long-standing
moratorium on enforcing T4A penal-
ties and launch a new compliance pro-
gram to target violators.

“Misclassification is exploitation,”
Hajdu said. “It strips workers of their
rights and creates an uneven playing
field for the many honest companies
that follow the rules.”

The government’s renewed crack-
down comes amid growing concern
from industry leaders and labour
groups who say fraudulent operators
are destabilizing the sector. Chris
McKee, executive director of the At-
lantic Provinces Trucking Associa-
tion, told MPs that “Driver Inc. has
weakened our industry from a safety,
labour, and competitive standpoint,”
adding that law-abiding carriers are
being forced to lay off staff and cut
benefits to compete. First introduced
under the Harper government in 2011,
the moratorium on T4A penalties
allowed many firms to continue
misclassifying drivers without con-
sequence. The issue has since
spread across the country, with
many affected workers being new-
comers or temporary foreign work-
ers unfamiliar with their rights.
Hajdu emphasized that “vulnerable
workers are hit the hardest,” and
that new measures will include out-

reach and education campaigns to
ensure drivers know their legal pro-
tections. In 2023, Ottawa had al-
ready allocated $26.3 million to com-
bat misclassification and formed a
team that investigated 650 employ-
ers, uncovering 130 cases of violation.
However, Bloc Québécois MP Xavier
Barsalou-Duval criticized the pace of
enforcement, calling previous efforts
“a drop in the bucket.” In response,
Hajdu confirmed that the
government’s new interdepartmental
approach will allow the CRA and Em-
ployment and Social Development
Canada (ESDC) to share data,
strengthening both tax and labour en-
forcement.

Safety advocates have also raised
red flags about the dangers tied to
“Driver Inc.” firms. Testimony before
the transport committee revealed that
some untrained, uninsured drivers are
cutting corners on maintenance and
driving hours, leading to risky
behaviour on Canadian highways. As
the government ramps up oversight,
industry observers say the long-ig-
nored problem is finally getting the
national attention it deserves.

Prominent Punjabi-Canadian Businessman Darshan
Singh Sahsi Fatally Shot in Targeted Attack in Abbotsford

A well-known Punjabi-Canadian
entrepreneur, Darshan Singh Sahsi,
was shot and killed in what police are
calling a targeted attack outside his
home in Abbotsford, British Columbia,
on Monday morning. The 68-year-old
businessman, originally from Rajgarh
village near Doraha in Ludhiana dis-
trict, was the president of Canam In-
ternational — one of the world’s lead-
ing companies in clothing recycling
and sustainable textile practices.

According to the Abbotsford Police
Department, the shooting occurred
around 9:22 a.m. in the 31300 block
of Ridgeview Drive. Investigators be-
lieve the suspect waited in a parked
car before ambushing Sahsi as he
entered his vehicle. Police say the
gunman fired multiple shots and then
fled the scene in his car. Responding
officers found Sahsi critically injured
inside his vehicle, but despite the ef-
forts of emergency responders, he
was pronounced dead at the scene.

Sergeant Paul Walker confirmed

that no arrests have been made and
that the case is being treated as a
targeted homicide. “The investigation
is still in its early stages, and addi-
tional resources have been deployed,”
he said. The Abbotsford Police
Department’s Major Crime Unit has
since handed the case over to the In-
tegrated Homicide Investigation Team
(IHIT), which will lead the ongoing
probe. As a precaution, three nearby
schools were temporarily placed un-
der a shelter-in-place order, though
police confirmed that no students
were harmed.

Sahsi, a respected figure in both
business and community circles, was
known for his philanthropy and for pro-
viding opportunities to workers from
Punjab. After immigrating to Canada
in 1991, he started with modest jobs
before investing in a struggling tex-
tile unit that he eventually trans-
formed into a global enterprise.
Canam International, based in
Canada with operations in Kandla,

Gujarat,
countries for its sustainable and
transparent recycling processes that
have made it a key player in the in-
ternational textile supply chain.
Tributes have poured in from busi-
ness leaders and community mem-

is recognized in over 40

bers across Canada and India mourn-
ing the loss of a man who embodied
hard work, innovation, and generos-
ity. As the investigation continues,
police are urging anyone with infor-
mation or video footage from the area
to contact IHIT or Crime Stoppers.

Lufthansa Flight Diverted to Boston After Indian
Passenger Attacks Teens and Passenger Mid-Air

An Indian national has been
charged with assault after a violent
mid-air incident forced a Lufthansa
flight from Chicago to Frankfurt to
make an emergency landing in Bos-
ton on Saturday. According to the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the District of
Massachusetts, 28-year-old Praneeth
Kumar Usiripalli faces a federal charge
of assault with a dangerous weapon
with intent to cause bodily harm while

onboard an aircraft.

Authorities say the chaos began
when Usiripalli used a metal fork to
stab two 17-year-old boys during the
flight. One teen was struck in the
shoulder while sleeping in his seat,
while the second was stabbed in the
back of the head after trying to inter-
vene. Crew members rushed to restrain
the attacker as passengers screamed
for help. During the altercation, officials

say Usiripalli gestured as if he were
pulling a trigger with his fingers in his
mouth, alarming those nearby.

The disturbance escalated further
when Usiripalli allegedly slapped a
woman and attempted to strike a flight
attendant who stepped in to defuse the
situation. Lufthansa pilots quickly di-
verted the aircraft to Boston Logan In-
ternational Airport, where law enforce-
ment officers boarded the plane and

took the suspect into custody without
further incident.

Court documents reveal that
Usiripalli had previously entered the
United States on a student visa to
pursue a master’s degree in biblical
studies but no longer holds lawful im-
migration status. Officials have not
disclosed a motive for the attack or
whether the suspect was under the
influence at the time.
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Carney and Xi Seek to Reset Canada-
China Relations After Years of Tension

Prime Minister Mark Carney and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping held their first
formal meeting on Friday, signaling a po-
tential thaw in Canada-China relations
after nearly a decade of diplomatic strain.
The 39-minute discussion, held on the
sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) summit in Gyeongiju,
marked the first leader-to-leader dialogue
between the two countries since 2017.
Both sides agreed to address trade “irri-
tants” and rebuild what Carney described
as a “pragmatic and constructive” relation-
ship.

In his opening remarks, Xi emphasized
the long-standing cooperation between
the two nations and invited Carney for an
official state visit. “China is willing to work
together with Canada to push relations
back onto a healthy, stable, and sustain-
able track to benefit the people of both
countries,” Xi said in Mandarin, later trans-
lated for the press. Carney, acknowledg-
ing the frost that had settled over the re-
lationship, replied that “distance is not the
way to solve problems, not the way to
serve our people.”

Following the meeting, Carney de-
scribed the talks as “long overdue”and a
“turning point” that could create new op-
portunities for Canadian families and busi-
nesses. A statement from the Prime
Minister’s Office confirmed that both lead-

ers instructed officials to move swiftly on
resolving key trade disputes involving ag-
riculture, seafood, and electric vehicles.
Canada’s canola and pork exports have
long faced restrictions in China, which Ot-
tawa views as politically motivated.
Experts say timing and geopolitics
played a major role in the renewed dia-

logue. “After the affair of Meng Wanzhou
and the two Michaels, no prime minister
could have immediately reset the relation-
ship,” said Jeff Nankivell of the Asia Pa-
cific Foundation of Canada. “But circum-
stances have shifted.” Canada’s strained
ties with the United States under Presi-
dent Donald Trump—who recently reim-

posed tariffs on Canadian goods—have
also created a new diplomatic open-
ing for engagement with Beijing. The
meeting followed Xi’s own talks with
Trump, where the two agreed to ease
their trade dispute in exchange for
China’s cooperation on fentanyl and
rare earth exports.

After eight years under Valérie
Plante and her party Projet Montréal,
Montrealers voted in favour of
change. Soraya Martinez Ferrada,
who stepped down from her post as
a federal cabinet minister to run for
mayor, was projected to win with 43
per cent of the vote. She beat out Luc
Rabouin, Plante’s successor, by
eight per cent.Her party won over
several boroughs from Projet and ap-
peared poised to take a majority of
seats at city council. "Tonight,
Montreal sent a clear message — we
need change,” Martinez Ferrada said
in her victory speech. It was a con-
vincing win for Martinez Ferrada, who

How Soraya Martinez Ferrada won Montreal

New mayor campaigned ona promise of change. But fixing Montreal’s biggest problems won't be easy

arrived in Montreal at age eight when
her family fled the Pinochet regime
in Chile.

She ran a steady campaign with
the slogan “Listen and Act” — a clear
jab at Plante’s reputation among her
critics for pushing ahead with a pro-
gressive agenda on initiatives such
as bike paths.One of Martinez
Ferrada’s first promises, back in Au-
gust, was to conduct an audit of the
city’s cycling network, which was ex-
panded under Plante, and eliminate
any found to be dangerous. She also
promised, within 100 days of taking
office, to conduct an inventory of
construction sites to improve traffic

flow, reform the city’s approach to af-
fordable housing and boost funding
to help deal with homelessness. But
fixing Montreal’s biggest problems
could be easier said than done.

Big city, big problems

Montreal is facing a housing cri-
sis, a financially strapped public
transit system and growing com-
plaints about traffic on the roads.
These issues were also a priority for
Plante when she was elected eight
years ago. She was unable to solve
them, and near the end of her time
in office lamented that the provincial
and federal governments couldn’t do
more to help.
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