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Offers valid from September 11" to 17t 2025
fe=rst vt =grdhw!
Happy Diwali!
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Brar’s Gulab Jamun
frozen
8509

50

Haldiram's Indian snacks,
selected varieties
150/160g

Sher Desi Brar Durum flour
9.07kg

Crispy pound cake,
selected varieties

NDIAN SNACKS

TASTY NUTS -

SPICY PEANUTS / ARACHIDES EPICEE

Pran samosas or
spring rolls, frozen

PC° green or red
Thai hot peppers,
product of Canada or Mexico

Namak Para snacks,
selected varieties
360g

Wagh Bakri premium tea
907g

Britannia
Goodday biscuits,
selected varieties
759

Dabur honey Royalty
Digestive cookies

400g

Participating stores: MAXI :Laval (René Laennec, St-Frangois, Fabreville) Pierrefonds, Lachenaie, Masson, Chateauguay, Laplaine, Gatineau (De la Savane, Vanier),St-Léonard Jean-lalon (Langelier), Hull, Mascouche, Brossard du Quartier, Préfontaine, Lasalle
Dollard, Place Versailles, Greenfield Park, Terrebonne(Moody, Gascon), Dorval, Lachine, Brossard, Pointe-aux-Trembles, Angrignon. MAX| & CIE : Montréal (Jean-Talon, Cavendish, Riviere des Prairies, St-Laurent, Pointe-Claire) Laval (St-Martin, Vimont), Bedford,
Papineau, Repentigny, Pie-IX, Pincourt, Longueuil, St-Hubert, Rosemere.
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Pro-Active Dragage

=) NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

= CLASS 1 DRIVERS

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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DAN-IPIV

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
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World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO, Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,
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AUGCH 968, HE U8, MTElS, dcelban,
fEAat M3 MUs © 9a%t T 2 ndE HIE Ao d

o Instagram:|AMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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9/11 anniversary: Trump attends New York
Yankees game, draws boos and cheers

United States President Donald Trump has drawn mixed reactions from spectators while attending the New York Yankees
game, after honouring the memories of the victims at the Pentagon. During the National Anthem, Trump was shown on
the stadium jumbotron and received boos from some in the crowd, cheers from others.

President Donald Trump at-
tended the New York Yankees
game on Thursday night, draw-
ing a mixed reaction while mark-

ing the 24th anniversary of the s

Sept. 11 attacks, after honoring
the memories of the victims at the
Pentagon earlier in the day. Au-
thorities installed security glass
outside an upper level suite on
the third base side, over the visit-
ing Detroit Tigers dugout, for the
president. During the National
Anthem, Trump was shown on
the stadium jumbotron and re-
ceived boos from some in the
crowd, cheers from others. Mo-
ments earlier, as he first took his
seat, the president briefly waved
to the crowd and flashed a
thumb’s up — but not all fans
noticed because there was no
announcement he was arriving.
The stadium also briefly
played Trump’s unofficial cam-
paign anthem, “God Bless the
USA,” but to little rection. There
were chants of “USA! USA!I USA!”
but they were more related to
marking Sept. 11 than Trump’s
attending the game. All that fol-
lowed Trump stopping by the
home team’s clubhouse about 15
minutes before the game. He
shook hands with the players and
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team staff members, and talked
about being close for years with
late Yankees owner George
Steinbrenner, calling him “a great
friend of mine, the whole family.”
Trump predicted the Yankees
would win, noting of his past at-
tending games with Steinbrenner,
“We won every time | came.” “You
think that was easy sitting with
him for a game? It wasn't. It was
brutal. But he won, and you’re
going to win,” the president said.
He later added: “You're going to
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go all the way, and you’ll get in
the playoff -- and | think we’ll start
off, how about tonight? We'll start
from tonight on, and you're going
to do well.” The Tigers beat the
Yankees during the first two
games of the series Tuesday and
Wednesday by a combined score
of 23-3. Trump said he wanted to
“wish you guys a lot of luck.
You're great players, | know, ev-
ery one of you.” He also recalled
that the Yankees’ archrival, the
Boston Red Sox, had visited him
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in the Oval Office earlier this sum-
mer and then went on a long win-
ning streak. Manager Aaron
Boone said before Trump’s arrival
that Yankees leftfielder Anthony
Volpe had quietly been playing
with a partial labrum tear in his
left shoulder. As he greeted him,
Trump patted him softly on the
shoulder. “It's something that
I’'m excited to be a part of,”
Boone said of Trump being on-
hand. A presidential visit always
prompts extra security at sport-

ing events, but things were
heightened after conservative
activist and close Trump ally
Charlie Kirk was assassinated in
Utah on Wednesday. When

| Trump attended the Sept. 11 ob-

servance ceremony at the Pen-
tagon earlier Thursday, authorities
moved the ceremony inside as an
added precaution. Trump’s at-
tendance recalled President
George W. Bush’s ceremonial
first pitch 24 years earlier as
the Yankees played the Arizona
Diamondbacks in the 2001
World Series — a moment that
came to symbolize national re-
silience after the attacks mere
weeks earlier. Since the at-
tacks, the Yankees and their
fans have marked Sept. 11 dur-
ing the seventh-inning stretch
by singing “God Bless
America” in addition to the tra-
ditional “Take Me Out to the
Ballgame,” and they were do-
ing so again Thursday. They
also held a moment of silence
before the first pitch. Security
at the stadium was tight, with
entrance featuring metal detec-
tors and Secret Service agents,
some with sniffer dogs, while New
York Police Department helicop-
ters thundered overhead.
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The changing marriage
playbook for Indians in their 30s

As you grow older, you realise that high
school romances don’t always last a
lifetime, and even that one great college
love you thought would endure often fades
after a few ups and downs.

Love marriages may have their fairy-tale
charm, but arranged marriages can be
just as fulfilling and romantic. Think of
them as a gentle nudge toward meeting
‘the one’ and beginning a new adventure.
Traditionally, marriage in India has meant
committing to just one person, or as
Bunny in Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani called
it, “the same dal chawal for life.”But the
dynamics are shifting. People in their 30s
are increasingly exploring the idea of open
marriages within the arranged marriage
setup. Aviral Reel by influencer Vagmita
Singh recently sparked a debate around
this trend.

So, are people looking for open
marriages?

“While arranged marriages are still
prevalentin India, views on marriage are
changing, particularly for people in their
30s, many of whom are financially
independent and clear about their
expectations from relationships,” Sybil
Shiddell, country manager of dating app
Gleeden (India), tells India Today.

She adds that a survey by Gleeden
indicates that 35 per cent of people are
currently in an open relationship, and 41
per cent said they would be open to one
if their partner suggested it.

“This represents a move towards more
openness about alternative relationships
—even in arranged marriage situations,
where emotional connection may take
some time to build,” says Shiddell.
Meanwhile, data from Ashley Madison,
a platform for discreet relationships,
shows that smaller Indian cities are now
more open to non-traditional
relationships. Leading the list is
Kanchipuram, which ranks highest in
India for interest in extra-marital affairs.
Further, Ruchi Ruuh, a Delhi-based
relationship counsellor, shares that
people always have a yearning for novelty,
especially at later stages in a marriage.
“Earlier, many relied on unethical forms
of non-monogamy, but now they are more
aware of the possibilities of practising
ethical non-monogamy, such as open
marriages,” she says.

She adds, “Now more partners want to
balance societal expectations of
marriage with personal desires for
freedom and exploration. It’s not
mainstream in India, but the
conversations are happening quietly
within certain circles.”

However, Mumbai-based relationship
expert and author Shahzeen Shivdasani
feels that open marriages are rare. “Most

1 accepted,” says Shiddell.

According to Gleeden’s data, acceptance

is higher in Tier 1 cities, but curiosity

about non-monogamy is growing in Tier

g 2 cities as well.
4 Shiddell explains that the drivers of this
& change are financial independence and

# exposure to global cultures and ideas,
8 providing individuals with more space to
4 explore relationships beyond traditional

. horms.

Ruuh adds that open marriages require

~ transparency, trust, and emotional

people entering arranged marriage setups
are looking for stability, family, shared
values, shared outlooks on life. So
monogamy is still the default
expectation.”

Does age factor play a role?
Priyanka Kapoor, a Mumbai-based
couples and family counsellor, explains
that by the time people reach their 30s,
they are often focused on building careers
and planning families, carrying
experiences that shape how they view
marriage.

At this stage, practicality takes centre
stage — priorities are clearer, and family
expectations and responsibilities weigh
heavily in decision-making. That's why
open marriages, when they do happen,
are more common in the 30s, as
individuals try to balance personal needs
with family obligations.

Ruuh also notes that age is significant.
By their 30s, many couples, especially
those who married in their early or mid-
20s, start to question the excitement in
their marriage. For some, this leads to a
desire to explore sexual or emotional
connections with others.

People who marry later often have more
clarity about what kind of relationship
structure works for them and feel more
confident negotiating alternatives like
open marriages.

Can open marriages work in India?
“While open marriages remain somewhat
niche in India, they are becoming more

' marriage can be challenging.
- possible, and many people do practice
. open marriages in India, but most remain

| maturity.
{ In India, where family involvement,

societal judgment, and lack of privacy are
significant factors, sustaining an open
“It's

somewhat secretive,” she says.
Shivdasani agrees that open marriage is
far from mainstream in India. While it may
be accepted in certain progressive or
niche circles, it is unlikely to become
widespread given the country’s deep-
rooted cultural values.

Monogamy: Societal obligation or
choice?

Across many parts of India, monogamy
remains the default, shaped by family
and social pressure. But people in their
30s are beginning to question what
loyalty, love, and relationships really
mean. A Gleeden study found that 61 per
cent of married respondents felt
monogamy can be a constraint. Many in
their 30s want it to be a choice rather
than an expectation, prioritising personal
happiness and emotional connection over
social norms.

Kapoor notes that monogamy isn’t an
obligation but a personal choice. Many
still prefer monogamy, seeking a deep
connection with their partner in their 20s
and 30s. For them, true satisfaction
comes from commitment.

However, some in their 30s feel restricted
by monogamy. Those interested in open
marriages remain a small minority, while
others who don’t want to feel bound often
stay single, marrying only under social
or family pressure.

What about social stigma?

“There’s undoubtedly a strong stigma
around open marriages, while
monogamy continues to be socially

validated. Choosing openness often
invites judgment and criticism, as it
challenges traditional ideas of
marriage,” Shivdasani says.

Shiddell adds that marriage is heavily
linked to family honour, religion, and
tradition, which often prohibits
discussions about open marriages.

“While attitude changes may be slow,
there is hope for more open dialogue
around alternative relationships. Younger
Indians are starting to see marriage as
an equal partnership rather than a social
formality, and conversations about
emotional needs are slowly reducing the
taboo,” she says.

Emotional risks of open marriage

Open marriages bring challenges like
jealousy, insecurity, and fear of losing a
partner’s desire, explains Ruuh.

Even with clear communication and
transparency, some may perceive a loss
of intimacy, especially if participation is
reluctant.

Without clearly set boundaries, one
partner may feel neglected or betrayed.
In cultures like India, where marriage is
linked to honour, this can feel
dishonourable.

Is this a generational shift?

Experts agree that this change is
generational. Millennials and Gen Z
are redefining marriage and
questioning the idea that lifelong
exclusivity is the only path to
happiness.

“There really isn’t a right or wrong here;
it's a matter of exposure to global
thinking, financial independence, and
a desire for authenticity. Older
generations equate marriage with duty
and family reputation, while younger
Indians prioritise happiness and
emotional well-being,” Shiddell says.
Kapoor adds that younger people are
more practical, focusing on what truly
matters instead of blindly following
culture. For them, happiness and
relationship satisfaction may lie
outside conventional norms. However,
this mindset is more common in urban
areas than in rural or semi-rural
regions.
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Is hustle culture making your PMS worse?

Hustle culture impacts women's bodies like a domino effect: more stress, more lifestyle issues, irregular men-
strual cycles, and more intense PMS. Believe it or not, it's true. Experts decode the layers.

One moment you’re doing just
fine, the next you’re snapping at
someone, only to end up crying
over a cute dog video on your
feed. And then comes the ques-
tion: is it stress acting out, or is
it PMS? When it is PMS, it can
feel like being on a cocktail of
mixed moods and energies. In-

creasingly, more women are no-
ticing the same. But here’s the
real question: while stress and a
digitally driven lifestyle are known
to affect fertility and pregnancy,
has it also made PMS a tougher
battle? PMS, or pre-menstrual
syndro me, usually shows up one
to two weeks before periods. It

brings with it mood swings, irri-
tability, fatigue, bloating, tender
breasts, and even appetite or
sleep changes. Some cycles are
manageable, others overwhelm-
ing. And calling it just “moodi-
ness” misses the point. Surveys
show nearly 75 per cent of women
of reproductive age experience
PMS, and about one in five find it
intense enough to interfere with
everyday life. Beyond biology,
PMS always carried cultural bag-
gage. Once dismissed as being
“inwomen’s heads”, today it runs
into hustle culture - the need to
push through everything. “Being
amillennial, I've seen PMS evolve.
Talking about it used to be taboo,
but gradually we became the
ones with access to more infor-
mation and more likely to re-
search our bodies. The symp-
toms which | probably didn’t even
recognise earlier are now so evi-

dent. | think lifestyle and job
stress play a big role,” says
Harshita Mathur, a 30-year-old IT
professional.

Hustle and hormones
The hustle culture needs no ex-
planation. What began as a
way to aspire and achieve has
become romanticised: caffeine-
fuelled late nights, rise-and-
grind mantras, deadlines worn
like a badge of honour. While
PMS is unique to women, the
toll of hustle culture isn’t.
Stress chips away at health for
everyone - men included, with
evidence of disrupted sleep,
mood swings and lowered tes-
tosterone. But for women, the
effect often lands in sharper
PMS symptoms. “Instead of
switching on and off like it
should, the body stays stuck
in overdrive. This keeps corti-
sol high, which disrupts the ner-

vous system and triggers inflam-
mation. For many women, this
translates into stronger PMS
symptoms,” explains Dr
Muskaan Chhabra, fertility spe-
cialist at Birla Fertility and IVF,
Delhi. Dr Tripti Raheja, lead con-
sultant in obstetrics and
gynaecology at CK Birla Hospi-
tal, adds: “High cortisol worsens
the imbalance of oestrogen and
progesterone, making PMS
symptoms more pronounced.”
Apoorva Dixit, 25, a perfor-
mance marketing specialist,
has noticed this shift herself: “I'd
just get a little moody, some-
times not even every month. But
now it's more pronounced. | think
work pressures have something
to do with it.”

Workplace and PMS
Workplaces are a major contribu-
tor. Experts as well as studies
also suggest so.

Why a DIY chemical peel is a risk you should never take

If you love scrolling through beauty content online, you've probably come across
DIY chemical peel reels promising an instant glow. But don't let the hype fool you,
as what looks like a quick beauty fix can actually leave your skin in big trouble.

You've just returned from what
feels like the perfect first date.
The food was delicious, the con-
versation flowed with zero awk-
ward pauses, and the flirting had
just the right spark. Every little
thing seemed to tick off the
boxes you had secretly built in
your head. Your date managed
to charm you effortlessly, and
judging by their smiles and lin-

gering looks, you definitely had
them hooked as well. Cut to you
on your couch, replaying every
detail from your outing, and then
the thought hits: okay, where
does this go from here?Should
you ride the wave and commit
quickly, or should you play it
cool and take things slow? Af-
ter all, if everything feels so right,
why not take the next step? But

then again, don't we all know
that people can fake it on the
first date?Mala Vohra Khanna,
a Delhi-based clinical psycholo-
gist, tells India Today that a first
date can be deceptive, not be-
cause someone is being dis-
honest, but because of how we
naturally behave.

Most people are extra con-
scious the first time they meet,
wanting to leave a good impres-
sion. This often leads to a kind
of social masking, where we
highlight our best qualities and
hide the less flattering ones.lt's
not about false intent, but about
showing the most ideal version
of ourselves in that moment.
For Ravi Mittal, founder and CEO
of QuackQuack, a dating app,
the answer is a bit of both—yes
and no.

While people do try to put their
best foot forward on a first date,
things play out differently when
that date follows days or weeks

of chatting on a dating app.

By then, both sides already
have some context, a sense of
each other's personalities, and
at least a rough idea of what to
expect.He shares that nearly 38
per cent of daters across the
country said their real-life expe-
rience matched the expecta-
tions they had built while talk-
ing to an online match. So, you
liked the person you met on the
first date, and you’re excited to
see where things might go.
That's great, but before you start
picturing anniversaries and
weekend getaways, it's impor-
tant to pause and understand
what commitment means to you
and them.Commitment doesn't
mean the same thing to every-
one. For some, it can be about
being exclusive after just a few
dates. For others, it can be
about taking time to build trust
before calling it a relationship.
Moving ahead without clarifying
this can easily lead to mis-
matched expectations and dis-
appointment.

Does moving too fast spoil
the spark? Everything clicked,
and you made it official. But
while quick commitment feels
thrilling, could it be the secret
ingredient in a recipe for disas-
ter? Sybil Shiddell, country
manager of dating app Gleeden
(India), thinks it could be. She
tells us that speeding through
a relationship is risky. While
it's an exhilarating rush of
blood to the head, you're
more than likely missing out
on the fundamentals that will
help you last in the long term.
"When you move quickly, you
have no time to assess who
the person is, their quirks and
flaws, and if your life goals are
aligned. That divine chemistry
can, little by little, vanish once
life starts happening, and sud-
denly it’s like, 'Do | have the
right ticket for this ride?' Also,
it is entirely understandable and
avery common mistake to mis-
understand lust and infatuation
with compatibility,” Shiddell
says.

Why s a centuries-old Hindu ritual a big global trend now?

Vow renewal, now a popular trend around the world, is more like a contemporary take on the ages-old Hindu tradition of
Shashtipoorthi. It is being seen as an opportunity to reaffirm commitment, celebrate love, and even fix marriages.

®From Beyonce and Jay-Z to Justin
and Hailey Bieber, and closer home
Sanjay Dutt and Manyata or Sunny
Leone and Daniel Weber - many celeb-
rity couples around the world share one
thing in common: they have celebrated
their love anew with a vow renewal. A vow
renewal is a ceremony where a couple
celebrates their marriage and years of
togetherness, and reaffirms their commit-
ment to each other by ceremonially re-
peating or refreshing their wedding vows.
Think of it as a wedding refresh - an oc-
casion to express gratitude for the past
while promising to keep nurturing the
bond in the years ahead. India, in fact,

has long had its own cultural version of
vow renewal - Shashtipoorthi. A centu-
ries-old Hindu tradition, predominantly
performed in South India, Shashtipoorthi
is celebrated when a man turns 60
(shashti means sixty, and poorthi
means completion). As part of the ritu-
als - which include Ganesh Puja,
Navagraha Puja (worship of the nine
planets) and Abhishekam (sacred bath)
- the couple also reaffirms their mar-
riage vows and re-enacts the wedding
in the presence of loved ones. In many
ways, today’s vow renewals are sim-
ply a contemporary take on
Shashtipoorthi.

Modern-day vow renewals
Just like Shashtipoorthi, modern-day
vow renewals can be as intimate as a
private gathering of two or as extrava-
gant as a celebration with hundreds of
guests. Today, more and more couples
around the world are embracing it like
never before.. Today, some couples
choose to renew their vows on mile-
stone anniversaries, like the 10th or
25th. Others do it after weathering a
storm in their relationship, or during a
transition phase (such as stepping into
parenthood) as a way to strengthen
their bond. And then there are those
who do it simply for the joy (and thrill)

of being bride and groom all over again.
While Shashtipoorthi continues to be
immensely popular in the South, the
trend has travelled across India in the
form of modern vow renewals.
Celebrity couples like Ronit Roy and
Neelam, or Sanjay Dutt and Manyata,
have even retaken the saat pheras. Oth-
ers go all out, turning their vow renewal
into a full-blown destination affair. Think
a three-day extravaganza with haldi,
mehendi, sangeet, and even a baraat.
Wedding planners, designers, and pho-
tographers are roped in, making it feel
every bit as grand as the original wed-
ding, if not more.
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Cheap Oil, Heavy Costs: How India’s
China-Russia Embrace Could Backfire

India’s pivotal shift in
consolidating a Russia-India-
China (RIC) axis, though
tactically alluring, risks rendering
it more vulnerable and
increasingly isolated as a
purported leader of the
democratic Global South. The
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit in
Tianjin, where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi walked hand-in-
hand with Xi Jinping and Vladimir
Putin, crystallised a new phase
of India’s strategic signalling at
a time when our economy is
more interlinked with China and
Russia than ever before despite
having areas of disagreeable
distance. For Beijing and
Moscow, the optics at SCO were
a symbolic coup: Xi spoke of the
“dragon and elephant dancing
together”, while Putin and Modi
announced expanded trade in
energy and agriculture.

For Washington, however, the
trilateral choreography was
interpreted as a defection.
President Donald Trump bluntly
declared on social media that the
United States had “lost India and
Russia to deepest, darkest
China”. His frustration was
compounded by India’s

continued imports of discounted
Russian oil and its profitable
resale of refined products into
Europe, an arbitrage that
prompted Washington to impose

punitive secondary tariffs of 50%
specifically on Indian goods.

On the surface, India’s alignment
with the RIC bloc offers clear,
calculable rewards. Russian
hydrocarbons, procured at deep
discounts, sustain India’s refiners
and provide immediate fiscal
breathing room; Chinese
upstream inputs from lithium-ion
cells to APls are indispensable
for manufacturing and green
transition projects; and the
trilateral framework flatters New
Delhi with the image of belonging
to a powerful multipolar club. For
a country squeezed by US tariffs,
Western protectionism, and
secondary sanctions, the

immediate temptation to hedge
through the RIC axis is
undeniable.

The Russian Hydrocarbon
Windfall

India’s tilt towards Russian
hydrocarbons has been
extraordinary both in scale and
speed. In fiscal year 2024-25,
bilateral trade surged to a record
$68.7 billion, dominated almost
entirely by Indian imports, with
$63.84 billion accounted for by
mineral fuels and crude oil. Indian
refiners, state-owned and private
alike, seized on the arbitrage
opportunities created by
discounted Urals crude.By
maximising plant utilisation and
exporting refined products such
as diesel and gasoline, they
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captured significant margins
while reducing landed energy
costs for the domestic economy.
Tanker-tracking intelligence
confirmed that by mid-2025,
India was importing an average
of 1.6 million barrels of Russian
crude per day, with major
facilities such as Jamnagar
institutionalising this new energy
axis. Conservative estimates
suggest cumulative fiscal savings
in the billions since early 2022.
Precarious Gains

But these gains are precarious.
They sit uneasily alongside the
retaliatory instruments of US
trade policy. Recent tariff

pronouncements from
Washington directly endanger
nearly 55% of |India’s

merchandise exports to the
United States, a market worth
over $87 billion annually. The
potential for order cancellations,
diminished investment flows, and
reputational risks could quickly
overwhelm the fiscal relief derived
from Russian oil. In pure cost-
benefit terms, the calculus is
stark: the marginal billions saved
on crude are dwarfed by the tens
of billions at risk through reduced
access to the world’s largest
consumer market. What appears
to be short-term fiscal breathing
room thus masks a long-term
strategic liability. The fungibility
of crude oil in global markets is
not mirrored by the stickiness of

export relationships, which
anchor entire industries in
textiles, pharmaceuticals, and
engineering goods. The
inescapable lesson from this
dynamic is clear. Energy
security procured through
Russian imports buys immediate
fiscal breathing room and a
degree of policy autonomy. But,
by embedding itself too deeply
in sanctioned energy flows, India
exposes its economy to the
volatility of great-power
contestation and  risks
exchanging stable, rules-based
trade with advanced economies
for fragile tactical bargains. Sino-
Indian Asymmetry If Russian
oil constitutes an acute
conundrum, India’s trade
relationship with  China
represents a chronic and slow-
burning structural vulnerability. In
2024-25, India imported $113.5
billion worth of goods from China
while exporting only $14.3 billion,
producing a trade deficit of nearly
$99.2 billion. This imbalance is
not merely a question of
numbers; it encodes profound
asymmetries of leverage.
Chinese imports are
overwhelmingly concentrated in
inelastic, upstream inputs
essential for India’s industrial
production base and green
transition. More than half of
India’s needs for solar cells,
lithium-ion batteries, Active
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Pharmaceutical Ingredients
(APls), and Key Starting
Materials (KSMs) are sourced
from Chinese suppliers. These
are not commodities easily
substitutable in the short run. Any
disruption, whether geopolitical,
tariff-induced, or deliberate, would
cascade across the Indian
economy, spiking costs, halting
production, and jeopardising
national priorities from energy
transition to “Make in India”. At
the same time, India’s exports
to China remain limited to price-
elastic raw materials and low-
value-added goods, such as iron
ore and basic chemicals. This
asymmetry grants Beijing
coercive leverage while leaving
India with minimal retaliatory
capacity. The imbalance is further
underscored by the ballooning
semiconductor import bill - 1 1.71
lakh crore in FY 2023-24,
reflecting dependence on
Chinese wafers and integrated
circuits, even as domestic
assembly advances. In effect,
India’s manufacturing and green
ambitions are constrained at the
upstream level by a dependency
that China can weaponise with
little cost to itself.This is not
interdependence but strategic
vulnerability. The more India
integrates with China’s industrial
ecosystem, the more exposed it
gets to the structural asymmetry
at its core.
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Over 7,000 Prisoners Escape From
Nepal Jails Amid Violent Protests

The massive anti-government demonstrations across Nepal that forced Prime Minister K P Sharma
Oli to resign on Tuesday led to a serious law and order situation across districts, prompting the Nepal
Army on Wednesday to impose nationwide restrictive orders followed by a curfew.

The massive anti-government
demonstrations across Nepal that forced
Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli to resign
on Tuesday led to a serious law and order
situation across districts, prompting the
Nepal Army on Wednesday to impose
nationwide restrictive orders followed by
a curfew. At least five juvenile inmates
died during a clash with security
personnel at a jail in western Nepal, while
more than 7,000 prisoners escaped from
different jails across the country during
the violent anti-government protests,
according to media reports. The massive
anti-government demonstrations across
Nepal that forced Prime Minister K P
Sharma Oli to resign on Tuesday led to
a serious law and order situation across
districts, prompting the Nepal Army on
Wednesday to impose nationwide
restrictive orders followed by a curfew.
Inmates took advantage of the protests
and tried to escape from jails, resulting
in clashes across several prison facilities
since Tuesday. "Five juvenile inmates
died in a clash with security personnel
at the Naubasta Correctional Home in
Naubasta Regional Jail located in
Baijnath Rural Municipality-3 of Banke on
Tuesday night," The Rising Nepal
newspaper said.

The five juvenile inmates were killed
and four were seriously injured when police

opened fire during a clash that broke out
when inmates tried to take over the
weapons of security personnel of the
correctional home, the newspaper said,
quoting the Naubasta Juvenile
Correctional Home office.According to
authorities, 149 of the 585 inmates from
the prison and 76 of the 176 detainees
from the juvenile home escaped during
the incident.

MyRepublica newspaper reported that
around 7,000 inmates across the country
have escaped from various prisons.

Citing Home Ministry sources, the
paper said that the escapes were
reported from multiple facilities, including
Dillibazar Jail (1,100), Chitwan (700),
Nakkhu (1,200), Jhumpka in Sunsari
(1,575), Kanchanpur (450), Kailali (612),
Jaleshwar (576), Kaski (773), Dang (124),
Jumla (36), Solukhumbu (86), Gaur (260),
and Bajhang (65).

"The prisoners threatened security
personnel while breaking out. With
convicts serving sentences for various
crimes now at large, fear has gripped the
public. Many victims of these crimes have
reportedly fled their homes, fearing
reprisals," it said.

In a separate report, the paper said
all 471 inmates, including 43 women,
escaped from the district jail in
Sindhuligadhi, Sindhuli in southern
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Nepal's Bagmati province.

According to the prison administration,
the inmates set fire inside the facility on
Wednesday morning and broke the main
gate to flee.

Superintendent of Police Laldhwaj
Subedi confirmed that all prisoners have
broken out of the jail, the news portal
added.

The Kathmandu Post newspaper said
more than 500 inmates escaped from the
Nawalparasi West District Prison in
southern Nepal.

"Prisoners at the district jail in
Nawalparasi West have escaped after
they set fires and raised slogans
demanding release inside the prison," the
newspaper said.

Despite efforts to control them, most
inmates managed to flee, it added.

In Kathmandu, a prisoner who
attempted to escape from Dillibazar Jail
was captured by local youths and handed
over to the Nepali Army.

Several inmates escaped from Rajbiraj
prison in Saptari after setting fire inside
the facility on Wednesday afternoon.

Despite security personnel firing
multiple rounds of tear gas to control the
situation, some inmates managed to flee.
The prison housed 397 inmates at the
time of the incident, officials said.

In Parsa, inmates had attempted to

escape Birgunj prison by breaking a large
hole in the southern wall of the facility.
Prison chief Khemraj Bhusal said the
situation was brought under control after
hours of effort by security personnel.
"According to a video circulating on
social media, the inmate had broken
through a windowpane to flee the prison
premises. Witnesses said locals chased
him down after spotting him running
away," news portal KhabarHub said.
The detainee was restrained by
residents before being handed over to
security forces stationed nearby, it said,
without specifying if the incident occurred
on Tuesday or Wednesday. In another
incident, at least 36 prisoners escaped
from a jail in Chandanath Municipality-6,
Jumla, a district in the hilly terrain of
western Nepal, the news portal said.
According to police, the escape
occurred at 12:02 am on Wednesday
when the prisoners reportedly hit the jail
warden with a wooden rod and broke the
main gate to flee. DSP Rabin Babu
Regmi, the chief of police in Jumla, said
the search for the escaped prisoners is
ongoing. "The jail held 98 inmates in total,
of whom 36 have escaped, while 62
remain in police custody. A total of 15
soldiers have been deployed under the
Nepal Army command to secure the jail,"
the news report said.
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Qatar played all sides, peacemaker to Islamist
safe haven. Now there’s no place to hide

As the world order threatens to buckle under new strains, peacemaking is becoming an ever more dangerous business.

There, standing in a grey puddle of light
under the glass-domed lounge at the
Bayerischer Hof in Munich, Germany,
former Afghan spymaster Amarullah Saleh
understood the nation he had given his
life to build was about to die. For almost
a decade, the Taliban had enjoyed safe
haven in Doha, operating a de facto
embassy there with diplomatic
protections. They received funds, drew
up combat plans, and travelled to meet
their top leaders in Karachi and
Peshawar. The killing in Afghanistan,
however, had continued without
interruption—and President Ashraf Ghani
wanted the jihadists gone.He said as
much to the Emir of Qatar during the
Munich Security Conference in 2020. A
smile on his face, the Emir replied: “Well,
we have only permitted them to stay in
Qatar. Everything else, including their
expenses, is managed and overseen by
the Central Intelligence Agency. If you
want this to end, ask the CIA to
stop.”This week, Qatar’s role as
peacemaker in the Middle East came
under assault, as a squadron of Israeli
combat jets targeted terrorist group
Hamas’ headquarters, not far from Doha’s
famous Corniche. The bombing took place
just as Hamas was discussing a Gaza
ceasefire proposal made by US President
Donald Trump. There was no reaction
from the formidable air defences at Al-
Udeid air base, home to the Qatar Emiri
Air Force, the United States Air Force,
and the United Kingdom’s Royal Air
Force.

For decades, Qatar has sought security
and prestige as the mediator between the
United States and nations in conflict
across the Middle East—sending billions
of dollars to Hamas with the complete
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approval of the Israeli Prime Minister,
funnelling cash to Benjamin Netanyahu’s
aides, helping the Islamists who seized
power in Syria, and exerting influence from
Egypt to Libya and Tunisia.

As the world order threatens to buckle
under new strains, however, peacemaking
is becoming an ever more dangerous
business. Earlier this year, Al-Udeid was
struck by Iranian ballistic missiles, in
retaliation for American attacks on that
country’s nuclear infrastructure.The
havenin the desert

“The Kaaba of the dispossessed’™—that’s
what the founding ruler of Qatar, Sheikh
Jassim Bin Mohammed Bin Thani, once
called his Emirate. Located at the fringes
of the reach of two great empires, Britain
and Turkey, Qatar had long provided safe
haven to those who had reason to flee
elsewhere, from pirates to traders and
rebels.Late in the nineteenth century,
though, tensions between the tribes
grouped around Sheikh Jassim and the
Turkish rulers escalated. In 1892, Sheikh

Jassim won an historic victory against
Turkish forces, establishing himself as
the region’s most important chieftain,
historian Habibur Rahman recounts.
Inside months, though, the Sheikh would
learn his imperial patrons were in decline.
The British, committed to the defence of
Bahrain, launched a pre-emptive attack
on Sheikh Jassim’s forces in 1895. This
established the British as the principal
power in the Persian Gulf. Following the
outbreak of the First World War, the
Turks evacuated their last outposts in
Qatar, after which Jassim’s Qatar
became a British protectorate.

Like other Persian Gulf emirates, Qatar
soon found itself confronted with the
problem of creating a modern nation-
state. The discovery of oil in 1939
eventually led to some revenues
becoming available, but the entire country
did not have a single modern school
operational in that year, scholar David
Roberts has written. The one
educational institution was a seminary

A $1.5 Billion Lesson: Why An Al Firm
Is On The Verge Of Destroying Its Data

Anthropic, the company behind the Claude
Al chatbot, has agreed to pay $1.5 billion
to settle a lawsuit filed by authors. The
authors claimed Anthropic illegally used
their copyrighted books to train its artificial
intelligence without permission. If
approved by US District Judge William
Alsup, this would be the largest copyright
settlement in history and marks a turning
point for how Al companies handle creative
content.

At approximately $3,000 per book, plus
interest, Anthropic has not only agreed to
compensate authors but has also
committed to destroying the datasets
containing their copyrighted works. This
isn’t merely a financial transaction; it's an
acknowledgment that the Silicon Valley
mantra of “move fast and break things” has
finally encountered an immovable object
in copyright law.

Anthropic’s settlement is just the tip of
the iceberg in what has become a
comprehensive legal assault on Al
companies’ training practices. The
landscape is littered with similar lawsuits:
authors Sarah Silverman, Ta-Nehisi
Coates, and others have ongoing cases
against OpenAl and Meta, news
organisations have sued companies over

unauthorised use of their articles, and
visual artists have filed suits against
Stability Al, Midjourney, and other image-
generation platforms. Approximately a
dozen major lawsuits have been filed
across California and New York courts,
collectively representing the most
significant challenge to Al development
practices since the technology’s
emergence.

The pattern is remarkably consistent
across these cases. Al companies, in
their race to create more sophisticated
models, have systematically harvested
content from “shadow libraries” -
repositories of pirated books - scraped
websites, and digitised archives without
seeking permission from copyright
holders. The scale of this appropriation
is staggering: millions of books, articles,
images, and other creative works have
been fed into training datasets, with
companies justifying this as falling under
fair use provisions.However, the Anthropic
settlement suggests that this justification
may not hold water in courtrooms. The
company’s willingness to pay such an
enormous sum - and agree to destroy
training data - indicates that its legal team
likely assessed the copyright

infringement claims as credible and
potentially ruinous if litigated to
conclusion.

While this precedent establishes a
powerful deterrent for Al companies
operating in US markets, its global impact
may be more complex than initially
apparent. The international Al landscape
presents a fragmented picture where
copyright enforcement varies dramatically
across jurisdictions.

In Europe, where copyright protections are
generally stronger and regulators have
shown greater willingness to constrain tech
companies, similar legal challenges will
likely gain momentum. The European
Union’s Al Act already imposes significant
transparency requirements, and this
settlement may embolden European
authors and publishers to pursue their own
legal remedies.However, the situation
becomes murkier when we consider Al
development in countries with weaker
intellectual property enforcement. Chinese
Al companies like Baidu and ByteDance,
along with developers in India, Brazil, or
Russia, may face fewer copyright
constraints, potentially creating a
competitive advantage for companies
willing to relocate their training operations.

set up by the Saudi cleric Al-Sheikh
Abdul-Aziz Al-Manna, who also served
as the Emirate’s sole judge.

The task of setting up an education
system fell to Jassim Al-Darwish, a
former student of al-Manna. The first
school founded in Qatar was up and
running in 1951, but had just 241
students, all boys, taught by six male
teachers. To hire more recruits, Al-
Darwish turned through his seminarian
contacts to the founder of the Muslim
Brotherhood, Hassan Al-Banna. Al-
Banna picked another Brotherhood
member, Abdul Badi-Sagr, to head the
building of an education system.

As Roberts notes, though, these hiring
decisions were at least as much the
consequence of opportunity as of
ideological choice. The availability of
educated Muslim Brotherhood cadre
was the consequence of Egypt’s
growing crackdown on the religious
right-wing. Later, Khalifa Bin Hamad Al-
Thani, who ruled from 1972 to 1995, also
recruited Arab nationalists like the
Syrian Abdullah Abd Al-Daim.

The West’s jihadists

The real force behind the hiring of
Islamists, though, was the United
Kingdom. Fearing Arab nationalism
would prove a toxic influence, the British
forced the sacking of Al-Daim. Then, in
1958, Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood
leader Ezzeddin Ebrahim was appointed
assistant director of knowledge, in
charge of devising a school syllabus.
The director of the Islamic Sciences
division of the education department,
Abdullah Bin Tukri Al-Subai, was
despatched to the famous Al-Azhar
seminary in Cairo to hire teachers. The
most famous of his hires would turn out
to be Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, who emerged
as a pole star for the Brotherhood in the
Gulf.

Figures like Al-Qaradawi were to play a
critical role in what became known as
the Islamic Awakening of the 1970s, the
ideological movement that laid the
ground for the large-scale recruitment of
Arab youth into the anti-Soviet war in
Afghanistan, and later into national
jihadist movements. Together with other
influential figures in the Brotherhood, Al-
Qaradawi would give religious sanction
to so-called martyrdom operations.
Across the region, British influence was
placing Islamists in similar positions of
authority, part of a programme intended
to roll back Communist influence.
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The Era Of Uncertainty In Bangladesh

An Indian politician from the
Opposition camp recently called
ajournalist in Dhaka. He wanted
to know the state of affairs in
Bangladesh. The journalist
replied that things were as good
as they could be in a “civil war
situation”. The metaphor
explains the degree of
uncertainty that has engulfed the
country after the fall of the
Sheikh Hasina-led Awami
League (AL) government on
August 5, 2024.

Uncertainty is not new to
Bangladesh. The country has
never seen sustained political
stability, except for the 15 years
under Hasina (2009-2024) and
seven years of General H. M.
Ershad (1983-1990). Al
governments — except for
Hasina’s 1996-2001 term —tried
to prolong their stay in power
through unfair means and
eventually fell to street protests
or army coups.Since the end of
military rule in 1990, every
government, including the Dr.
Muhammad Yunus
administration, has outdone its
predecessors in abusing
democratic values and
institutions. Revenge politics
remains a common thread.That
said, the current disruption is too
big to be quelled by a mere
election, as demanded by the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), which is keen on a
shortcut to power. They approved
the ban on AL. Itis only a matter
of time — or opportunity —
before they may approve a ban
on JP as well. These three
parties together secured 87

peréent of the votes in the non-

controversial 2008 election. AL
alone commands over 30 percent
loyal voters.

On the surface, the Islamic
forces — led by Jamaat-e-Islami
and the newly formed National
Citizen Party (NCP), both
enjoying administrative backing
— want to curate the political
space. They do not have the
numbers. So, an election (let
alone a fair one) is not their first
choice. But if forced to go to
polls, they would like it managed
“their own way."

A curated mandate may
deprive BNP of a brutal majority
(better still, deliver a hung
Parliament) and ensure a second
spot for Jamaat. That would
make it a cakewalk for the
Islamists to eat into BNP’s
space. The ultimate goal is to
make Bangladesh an Islamic
country.This plan has pushed
Bangladesh into an
unprecedented socio-political
conflict, which is likely to intensify
in the days to come. Unless one
of the warring sides meekly
surrenders — which is unlikely
— bloodshed is unavoidable.
Peace and stability will be held
to ransom.

Opportunity for Islamists

The primary problem is that
the Islamists have become
exceptionally ambitious. Except
for the nine months of the
Liberation War in 1971, staunch
Wahhabi Muslims, who make up
no more than five percent of the
population and are considered
the core support base of Jamaat,
have never enjoyed as much

attention and administrative
support in the 78-year history of
the land, dating back to East
Pakistan.The second problem is
that prevailing geopolitical
uncertainty has opened a
window of opportunity. Turkey’s
ambition to lead the Islamic
world, Pakistan’s known
aspirations, the US-Pakistan-
Turkey axis, overt US interest in
Myanmar, the rift in India-US
relations, and the India-China
rivalry — all have worked in the
Islamists’ favor. Jamaat wants to
seize the moment before it
vanishes.

This has created a host of
issues. The biggest among them
is a vicious effort to erase or
demean the Liberation history of
1971 and its (greatest
inspiration—Hasina’s father,
Mujibur Rahman. Since India is
inseparable from Bangladesh’s
Liberation, there is a conscious
attempt to vitiate bilateral
relations. Rising exchanges with
Pakistan and Turkey are part of
the plot. Threatening India’s
security is an unspoken goal.

The blueprint is not new, but
the ferocity and vicious nature of
its implementation are
exceptional. Back in 1971,
Jamaat-led Islamists formed
militia groups, popularly referred
to as Razakar (volunteers), to
suppress dissent against
Pakistani rule. Liberal
intellectuals, Hindus, and soft-
Islam followers were natural
targets. This time, they are
orchestrating mob attacks on the
same targets.Crackdown on
Liberals

The new design helps
disguise institutional links.
Exiled bloggers — like Elias
Hossain and Pinaki
Bhattacharya — openly set
targets and orchestrate mob
attacks on Liberation relics and
pro-Liberation voices in media
and politics. The Yunus
government either allows the
destruction or does exactly what
the mobsters want them to do.

On August 28, a mob
stormed a roundtable in Dhaka
discussing the values of the
Liberation movement. Police
arrested 16 attendees under the
Anti-Terror Act. The listincluded
85-year-old freedom fighter Abdul
Latif Siddiqui, ousted from AL in
2014 for alleged “anti-Islam"
remarks; Professor Sheikh
Hafizur Karzan of Dhaka
University; and TV journalist-
turned-popular  YouTuber
Monjurul Alam Panna.

Monjurul was a strong critic
of Hasina’s rule. He loudly
supported the July protests—until
he realized the “meticulous
design" behind it. He then began
criticizing the current
dispensation. He was targeted by
the exiled bloggers and Islamists.
Weeks before his arrest, he
spoke about alleged terror
planning against India.

The crackdown on anti-Yunus,
anti-Islamist, and pro-Liberation
voices has been evident since
July, when 71-year-old retired
professor Abul Barkat was
arrested on corruption charges in
a midnight raid. He was known
for his seminal works on terror
financing and the persecution of
religious minorities.

On August 7, Professor
Nazmul Ahsan Kalimullah of
Dhaka University was also
arrested again on corruption
charges. Kalimullah, who heads
an election monitoring group,
was vocal against the Yunus
administration and was targeted
by the blogger gang. This is in
addition to the hundreds of
arrests of lawyers, judges,
journalists, activists and others.
In a striking similarity all are
denied bail. Prominent lawyers
pointed out that Bangladeshi
courts have virtually stopped
granting bail.

BNP has either surrendered
to these forces or is complicit.
Last month, the party
suspended chairperson’s
adviser Fazlur Rahman—a
freedom fighter and former MP—

who had been extremely critical
of Hasina. In recent months, he
rose to prominence for his
vociferous rejoinders defending
Liberation history. Bloggers
targeted him. A mob harassed
the 77-year-old advocate.

Return of 1971

The situation on the ground
is turning from bad to worse.
Human rights organisation ASK
reported 441 rape incidents
during January—June 2025—
more than the 401 rapes
recorded in 2024. Rape was a
prime weapon of intimidation in
1971. Recoveries of dead bodies
from rivers rose by 20 percent
to 43 per month during January—
July. One-third of these were
unidentified.

As of May this year, 266
journalists were facing criminal
cases. ASK says 196
journalists were attacked in the
first six months of the year. At
least two journalists were killed
in August, and one editor
committed suicide after alleging
censorship by Yunus’s media
handlers and the resulting job
loss.

Hindus remain the softest
target in Bangladesh. Videos of
Hindu women being stripped—
and even raped in front of their
families—are circulating online.
The Yunus administration largely
blames this on the community’s
traditional support for the Awami
League. Only a fraction of cases
brought forward by minority
groups are admitted.

Sufi Muslims, who follow a
softer version of Islam, are under
sustained attack by
fundamentalists. In a mid-
January release, the Yunus
administration admitted attacks
on 40 Sufi shrines (mazars) and
44 dargahs (graves of Sufi saints)
since the July protests. Unofficial
estimates quote a higher
number. In a recent case, the
body of a Sufi saint (pir) was
exhumed and burned. The mob
claimed he was “not Muslim
enough.”

Will Charlie Kirk's killing plunge US
universities into deeper chaos?

American universities have
been known for cutting-edge re-
search and education, peda-
gogy, and inclusivity. They have
been the hubs of diversity, open
dialogue, and liberal activism.
This legacy has come under
challenge in recent years, when
American campuses withessed
the rise of cancel culture,
antisemitic violence and divisive
protests. And now, the killing of
Charlie Kirk on a university cam-
pus, could be the final bullet
through this tattered legacy. It
could plunge US college and
university campuses into further
chaos. Charlie Kirk, leader of

Turning Point USA—a nonprofit
that promotes conservative poli-
tics on high school and college
campuses—was shot in the
neck while addressing a crowd

of over 3,000 at Utah Valley Uni- |

versity. He died soon after at a
hospital. "...Colleges are al-

ready some of the least toler- !

ant places in society. If you
have the 'wrong' opinion or are
even suspected to, you can be
cancelled, fired, deprived of
due process, shouted down,
barred from campus," said Mat-
thew W Johnson, a scientist
who spent 20 years at Johns
Hopkins University. US-based

OVE MEWR

author Mosab Hassan Yousef, a
former Palestinian militant, said
Kirk's assassination on a cam-
pus was "proof of how far divi-
sion has gone". "lI've seen it

WH[IN | 4

hounding me with threats, intimi-
dation, just for speaking truth,"
said Yousef. Kirk was consid-
ered one of the most trusted con-

servative voices for under-30
MAGA supporters. The Econo-
mist called him "a tribune of the
right". His unapologetic rhetoric,
punchy style, and strong social
media presence made him a key
Trump ally. While the killer re-
mained at large at the time this
report was published, reactions
were already polarised. Calling
him "A martyr for truth", US
President Donald Trump ordered
the American flag flown at half-
mast for the "patriot" and an-
nounced that Kirk would be
given America's highest civilian
honour—the Presidential Medal
of Freedom (posthumously).
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How Public Fury Toppled Leaders
In Nepal, Sri Lanka And Bangladesh

Each protest movement began with a specific grievance that flared up, ending in the rejection of the government or its leaders.

The swelling wave of public
anger first swept through the
island nation of Sri Lanka in
2022 and ousted the president.
Two years later, it erupted in
Bangladesh as protesters
toppled the ruling government.
On Monday public
exploded in Nepal, forcing its

prime minister to resign a day

after.

Each protest movement *

began with a specific grievance
that flared up, ending in the

rejection of the government or

its leaders.

In many ways, the protest
movements share a common
feature: disillusioned peoples’
resentment against the ruling
elite and an entrenched political
system they hold responsible
for rampant corruption,
deepening inequality and
economic disparities.

Often led by young people,
the protests have sparked
deadly violence and sometimes
left behind a political vacuum
filled by unelected leaders and
a worsening law and order
situation.”A perception of ruling
elites as being both corrupt and
ineffective at delivering a
plausible path forward has
created a structural basis for
major crises,” said Paul
Staniland, a politics professor
specializing in South Asia at the
University of Chicago.

The youth-led protests in
Nepal began on Monday as
simmering discontent over
years was ignited by the
government’s ban on major
social media platforms. Many
were particularly angry that the
children of political leaders
seem to enjoy a lavish lifestyle,
while most of the population
was dealing with economic

fury |

problems, rising unemployment
and widespread corruption.

The unrest has left at least
19 people dead.

Protesters - who have not
clearly spelled out their
demands apart from rallying
under the anti-corruption call -
burned the parliament building,
presidential house, and
residences of several ministers
and other politicians. Bending
to mounting public pressure,
Prime Minister Khadga Prasad
Oli reversed the social media
ban and quit. However, he will

still lead a caretaker
government until a new one is
in place.

It is unclear what the new
government would look like and
whether it will constitute the old
political guard. Many Nepalis
fear a familiar sequence of
bargaining among the same
political class they want to
overthrow.

Nepal is fraught with frequent
political instability and each
prime minister’s tenure has
lasted just a year or two since
the new constitution came into

unnnng_g

effect in 2015. The country
abolished its monarchy in 2006,
after a violent uprising that
forced its former king to give up
his authoritarian rule.

Staniland said the violence
could make it “much harder to
determine who should be in
charge or how they should
proceed.”

“The big question now in
Nepal will be whether order can
be restored and new, stable
political dispensation forged,”
he said.

Those in Nepal looking for
answers about its future will not
find solace in Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka.

The lack of consensus on
basic reform demands like
elections and anti-corruption
mechanisms, and an uncertain
road map for the future, have
dented the democratic progress
in those countries and further
exacerbated the problems they
face.

In Bangladesh, student-led
protests started with anger
against rules that limited the
number of civil service jobs

Trump and Modi Ease
U.S.-India Trade Talks

Washington/New  Delhi:
President Donald Trump and Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have
moved to calm recent tensions and
announced the reopening of stalled
trade negotiations, signaling a
renewed commitment to
strengthening ties between the
world’s two largest democracies.

In a post on Truth Social
Tuesday night, Trump described
Modi as a “very good friend” and

confirmed that discussions would

resume after weeks of deadlock.

He expressed confidence thatthe |

two countries would quickly reach
a “successful conclusion” to their
trade talks. Modi echoed that
optimism on X, calling the U.S. and

;‘,if
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‘b
India “close friends and natural
partners” and pledging to work
toward unlocking the “limitless
potential” of their partnership. The

announcements come after weeks
of uncertainty, with Trump
escalating tariffs on Indian exports
from 25 to 50 percent over New

based on merit. They morphed
into a massive nationwide
uprising in July last year that
culminated in the ousting of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
Hundreds of people, mostly
students, were killed in violent
protests.

Hasina fled to India, and an
unelected interim
administration, headed by
Nobel laureate Muhammad
Yunus, was installed. He
promised to restore order and
hold a new election after
necessary reforms.

One year on, Bangladesh
remains mired in instability.
Politic parties are bickering over
election dates. Mob violence,
political attacks on rival parties
and groups, and hostility to
vulnerable minority groups by
religious hard-liners have
surged.

In Sri Lanka, the then-Prime
minister Ranil
Wickremensignhe took over
the country after protesters
forced the powerful
Rajapaksa clan out in 2022.
The country later had a

" hardships,

democratic transition of
power after Marxist lawmaker
Anura Kumara Dissanayake
was elected as president last
year. He promised to improve
standards of living, clean up
government and hold corrupt
politicians responsible for their
actions.

Almost a year later, Sri
Lanka’s problems seem far from
over. Its people continue to deal
with issues like economic
human rights
concerns and foreign-debt
default.

“There is no sign of the
ideals of change desired by the
protesters,” said Veeragathy
Thanabalasingham, a Colombo-
based political expert.

Recent popular revolts have
also rocked other nations in the
region.

In Indonesia, deadly protests
last week over lawmakers’
perks and the cost of living
forced the country’s president
to replace key economic and
security ministers. The protests
have led to the death of at least
seven people.

In Myanmar, imprisoned
former leader Aung San Suu
Kyi ‘s democratically-elected
government was ousted by the
military in 2021. Resistance to
the military government has
grown, and the country is now
in the midst of a brutal civil
war.

Staniland said while “most
protests come and go without
such dramatic results” as
those seen in Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh, “the kindling
is there for miscalculations and
unexpected events to spiral.”

“I think Nepal represents the
new politics of instability in
South Asia,” he said.

Tensions, Put
Back on Track

Delhi’s continued purchases of

' Russian oil. India, the second-

largest buyer of Russian crude,
had objected to being singled out

while China and Turkey faced no

such penalties. The tariff hikes,
coupled with disputes over
Trump’s claims of mediating
between India and Pakistan, had
strained relations further.
Experts say both
governments appear ready to shift
from confrontation to cooperation.
Mark Linscott, a former U.S. trade
negotiator, noted that the
deescalation reflects “productive
conversations with adults in the
room,” rather than any single
concession. Meanwhile, India

recently scaled back its Russian
oil imports slightly, and Trump’s
appointment of close ally Sergio
Gor as ambassador to India was
viewed as a goodwill gesture.

Despite the lingering
challenge of Russian oil,
analysts see signs of progress.
Lisa Curtis, a former senior
director for South and Central
Asia at the U.S. National
Security Council, said both
leaders are “trying to build on
recent steps forward.” For now,
their statements suggest a
willingness to stabilize relations
and focus on advancing trade
cooperation after a turbulent
summer.
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Qatar played all sides, peacemaker to Islamist
safe haven. Now there’s no place to hide

As the world order threatens to buckle under new strains, peacemaking is becoming an ever more dangerous business.

There, standing in a grey puddle of light
under the glass-domed lounge at the
Bayerischer Hof in Munich, Germany,
former Afghan spymaster Amarullah Saleh
understood the nation he had given his
life to build was about to die. For almost a
decade, the Taliban had enjoyed safe
haven in Doha, operating a de facto
embassy there with diplomatic
protections. They received funds, drew up
combat plans, and travelled to meet their
top leaders in Karachi and Peshawar. The
killing in Afghanistan, however, had
continued without interruption—and
President Ashraf Ghani wanted the
jihadists gone.He said as much to the
Emir of Qatar during the Munich Security
Conference in 2020. Asmile on his face,
the Emir replied: “Well, we have only
permitted them to stay in Qatar.
Everything else, including their expenses,
is managed and overseen by the Central
Intelligence Agency. If you want this to
end, ask the CIA to stop.”This week,
Qatar’s role as peacemaker in the Middle
East came under assault, as a squadron
of Israeli combat jets targeted terrorist
group Hamas’ headquarters, not far from
Doha’s famous Corniche. The bombing
took place just as Hamas was discussing
a Gaza ceasefire proposal made by US
President Donald Trump. There was no
reaction from the formidable air defences
at Al-Udeid air base, home to the Qatar
Emiri Air Force, the United States Air
Force, and the United Kingdom’s Royal
Air Force. For decades, Qatar has sought
security and prestige as the mediator
between the United States and nations in
conflict across the Middle East—sending
billions of dollars to Hamas with the
complete approval of the Israeli Prime
Minister, funnelling cash to Benjamin
Netanyahu’s aides, helping the Islamists
who seized power in Syria, and exerting
influence from Egypt to Libya and Tunisia.
As the world order threatens to buckle
under new strains, however, peacemaking
is becoming an ever more dangerous
business. Earlier this year, Al-Udeid was
struck by Iranian ballistic missiles, in
retaliation for American attacks on that
country’s nuclear infrastructure. The haven
in the desert “The Kaaba of the
dispossessed’—that’s what the founding
ruler of Qatar, Sheikh Jassim Bin
Mohammed Bin Thani, once called his
Emirate. Located at the fringes of the reach
of two great empires, Britain and Turkey,
Qatar had long provided safe haven to
those who had reason to flee elsewhere,
from pirates to traders and rebels.Late in
the nineteenth century, though, tensions
between the tribes grouped around Sheikh
Jassim and the Turkish rulers escalated.
In 1892, Sheikh Jassim won an historic
victory against Turkish forces, establishing
himself as the region’s most important
chieftain, historian Habibur Rahman
recounts. Inside months, though, the
Sheikh would learn his imperial patrons
were in decline. The British, committed
to the defence of Bahrain, launched a pre-
emptive attack on Sheikh Jassim’s forces
in 1895. This established the British as
the principal power in the Persian Gulf.
Following the outbreak of the First World
War, the Turks evacuated their last
outposts in Qatar, after which Jassim’s
Qatar became a British protectorate. Like
other Persian Gulf emirates, Qatar soon
found itself confronted with the problem of
creating a modern nation-state. The
discovery of oil in 1939 eventually led to
some revenues becoming available, but
the entire country did not have a single

s

modern school operational in that year,
scholar David Roberts has written. The one
educational institution was a seminary set
up by the Saudi cleric Al-Sheikh Abdul-
Aziz Al-Manna, who also served as the
Emirate’s sole judge.

The task of setting up an education
system fell to Jassim Al-Darwish, a former
student of al-Manna. The first school
founded in Qatar was up and running in
1951, but had just 241 students, all boys,
taught by six male teachers. To hire more
recruits, Al-Darwish turned through his
seminarian contacts to the founder of the
Muslim Brotherhood, Hassan Al-Banna.
Al-Banna picked another Brotherhood
member, Abdul Badi-Saqr, to head the
building of an education system.

As Roberts notes, though, these hiring
decisions were at least as much the
consequence of opportunity as of
ideological choice. The availability of
educated Muslim Brotherhood cadre was
the consequence of Egypt's growing
crackdown on the religious right-wing.
Later, Khalifa Bin Hamad Al-Thani, who
ruled from 1972 to 1995, also recruited
Arab nationalists like the Syrian Abdullah
Abd Al-Daim.

The West’s jihadists

The real force behind the hiring of
Islamists, though, was the United
Kingdom. Fearing Arab nationalism would
prove a toxic influence, the British forced
the sacking of Al-Daim. Then, in 1958,
Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood leader
Ezzeddin Ebrahim was appointed
assistant director of knowledge, in charge
of devising a school syllabus. The director
of the Islamic Sciences division of the

education department, Abdullah Bin Tukri
Al-Subai, was despatched to the famous
Al-Azhar seminary in Cairo to hire
teachers. The most famous of his hires
would turn out to be Yusuf Al-Qaradawi,
who emerged as a pole star for the
Brotherhood in the Gulf.

Figures like Al-Qaradawi were to play a
critical role in what became known as the
Islamic Awakening of the 1970s, the
ideological movement that laid the ground
for the large-scale recruitment of Arab
youth into the anti-Soviet war in
Afghanistan, and later into national
jihadist movements. Together with other
influential figures in the Brotherhood, Al-
Qaradawi would give religious sanction to
so-called martyrdom operations.

Across the region, British influence was
placing Islamists in similar positions of
authority, part of a programme intended
to roll back Communist influence.
Liaquat Ali Khan, Pakistan’s first
Prime Minister, gave Islamist leader
Said Ramadan a radio slot and wrote
the foreword to one of his books.The
Brotherhood repaid the favour,
propagandising for Pakistani causes in
the Middle East. Among other things,
Al-Banna described the accession of
Hyderabad and Kashmir to India as an
illegitimate occupation of Islamic
lands. Yet the Brotherhood were not
the only radicals to find safe havenin
Qatar. Large numbers of Palestinians
displaced from the West Bank and Gaza
made a home there, wielding influence in
the intelligentsia. Mohammad Yusuf al-
Najjar and Kamal Adwan, both later
assassinated by Israeli intelligence for

their role in the 1973 massacre of Israeli
Olympic athletes, spent many years in
the Emirate.The final act?

Learning from Iragi dictator Saddam
Husain’s invasion of Kuwait that small, oil-
rich states were also vulnerable, Qatar
moved to tighten its links with the United
States after 1990.

From 1996, Qatar sank billions of dollars
into Al-Udeid air base, which currently
hosts over 11,000 United States troops
and more than 100 aircraft. And, when
needed, Qatar has proved willing to
moderate its ties with the Muslim
Brotherhood and Hamas. Following a
bruising six-year spat with its neighbours
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and the United
Arab Emirates, all of which opposed the
Brotherhood, Qatar agreed to scale down
the visibility of the Emirate’s clients.

To many experts, it seems clear the
Emirate’s alliance with Islamists is driven
by a desire for glory. Hamad Bin Khalifa
Al Thani, who ruled from 1995 to 2013,
sought to win global support for Qatar by
bringing about an Israeli-Palestinian
reconciliation. He saw himself, Gil Feiler and
Hayim Zeev argue, as a kind of Islamist Gamal
Abdul Nasser, the founder of a new kind of
Arab identity. Even if the current Emir, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, isn’t driven by
those messianic passions, he clearly
understands Qatar derives its value from its
parallel ties to Islamists and the West. In
Afghanistan, Syria and Libya, Qatar
succeeded in placing Islamists whom the
West hopes it will be able to control. This is a
dangerous place to be—buit fate has placed the
Emirate in a part of the world where there is no
quiet place in shade to hide.

Not A Revolution, Mobocracy Ousted Oli-garchy In Nepal

There’s no heroism in anarchy. Indeed, to elevate the
deprivations withessed on the streets of Kathmandu to
the level of dissidence is an act of profound dishonesty.
It’s being said that the eruption in Nepal was a
spontaneous coming together of long-felt resentments.
That a leaderless phalanx of idealistic youth banded
together under the banner of Gen Z to reflect their
generation’s disillusionment with a government that had
stopped listening. A government that was serving only
its own at the cost of those who voted for it.Within two
days of Gen Z hitting the streets, the Communist Party-
led coalition government of K.P. Oli was ousted. But not
before Oli, who had been prime minister for the last year,
had to seek refuge in the Army Headquarters to escape
the clutches of blood-baying mobs. Oli’s cabinet
colleagues and other coalition partners were not so
lucky, as they were chased and murderously assaulted
in the streets. The malevolent mob didn’t even spare
the Parliament building, the Supreme Court, offices
belonging to private and state media, hotels, and locally
owned shops. All were set alight with an indiscriminate
zeal that bordered on vandalism for the sake of

vandalism.Mass lynchings, lootings, and lawlessness
are not the work of “revolutionaries”. Even revolution
requires a foundation of order and constitutionalism, if
only to provide a meaningful context for what comes
next.

In Nepal, the almost casual embrace of a morally
stripped extra-constitutionalism suggests that only
decay is destined to follow. The coup, from its conception
to its execution, followed a trajectory that has played
out in Kabul, Colombo, Dhaka, and now Kathmandu.
Coincidence? Unlikely.While it would be premature to
attribute all these instances of regime change to a foreign
hand or a non-state actor, there’s little doubt that the
eruptions are not organic — the unintended consequence
of idealism gone too far.

Creative headlines thought up to romanticise the
horsemen of the apocalypse that ravaged Nepal are
undermining the Weberian order. They are setting a
precedent for the normalization of mob justice as a
political instrument. Are we entering an era where no
constitution, no popularly elected executive authority,
can remain safe from the next eruption of public rage?



22 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #521

FRIDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER, 2025

Siding With Radicals Over Emblem, Omar Abdullah
Proves J&K Isn’t Ready For Full Statehood

“I swear in the name of God
that | will bear true faith and al-
legiance to the Constitution of In-
dia as by law established, that |
will uphold the sovereignty and
integrity of India... and that | will
uphold the Constitution and the
laws."

Those words are from the
Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister’s oath of office under
Form V. The incumbent is sworn
to uphold the Indian Constitution,
not the Sharia. And on the first
page of the Indian Constitution
sits the Ashoka Stambh or the
national emblem.

Recommended Stories Leg-
endary artist Nandalal Bose and
his team from Santiniketan was
given the task of illustrating the
original manuscript of the Consti-
tution. His student Dinanath
Bhargava sketched the Ashoka
Stambh, which was later adopted
as the national emblem.

It is this Ashoka Stambh,
placed on a plagque in Srinagar’s
Hazratbal shrine and renovated
recently with government funds,

which has Islamists in a fit of
rage. Radicals will be
radicals.But when a sitting and
a former chief minister join the
bigots in outraging against the
very symbols of the nation which
they have sworn under oath to
protect, it raises the question:
Are they fit for the post?

The ‘Mega Construction and
Beautification Project’ at
Hazratbal was paid for by tax-
payers and led by the Jammu
and Kashmir Wagf Board, which
manages the religious site. As
part of the renovation, the inner
structure has been rebuilt, mod-
ern electrical and CCTV sys-
tems installed, and the interi-
ors brought alive with gold
carvings and papier-méaché
art.

But on Friday, a mob
vandalised the plaque, saying
symbols like the national em-
blem amount to idol worship,
which is strictly forbidden in
Islam. Barely had their pro-
vocative slogans died down
that chief minister Omar

Abdullah demanded an apol-
ogy from Wagqf Board chairper-
son and BJP leader Dr
Darakhshan Andrabi. Former
CM Mehbooba Mufti insisted
that Andrabi be booked under
sections of “hurting religious
sentiments".Now, imagine if
Kashmir’s current political
leadership had control of the
state’s police. It would have
summarily arrested Andrabi,
allowed or even encouraged
mobs to take down national
symbols with impunity, and
unleashed a wave of funda-
mentalism and separatism.

Already, by his reckless
statements, the chief minister
has sabotaged his own claim
for the control of the state’s
police. Those who side with
radicals and separatists can-
not be trusted with ensuring
law and order in such a sen-
sitive border state.

Last month, Omar
Abdullah called for the resto-
ration of security responsibili-
ties to the elected government

in the Union Territory. During
his Gujarat visit, he said it was
unjust for elected representa-
tives to be denied full author-
ity, including over law and or-
der.

He raged against the Union
Territory status of Jammu and
Kashmir. “We are not some
worthless people,” he re-
marked. “If people elect us to
govern, then we must be en-
trusted with full
responsibilities."Also, both
Mufti and Abdullah have a du-
bious record with handling the
police when they had the
power to do so. When
Mehbooba Mufti was detained
under the Public Safety Act
after the revocation of Article
370 in the state in 2019, the
police dossier against her re-
portedly cited “confidential re-
ports", suggesting she was
“collaborating with separatists”.
It also mentioned her public re-
marks against the Indian Army
and her pro-terrorist social me-
dia posts. In July 2017, NDTV

reported that the Mehbooba
Mufti government had attempted
to block the arrest of seven
separatists by a central agency
for funding terror. Her party PDP
has faced allegations of promot-
ing “soft separatism". While ad-
vocating for dialogue with sepa-
ratist groups, it provided a cover
for anti-India activities.

Similarly, Omar Abdullah’s
PSA dossier cited his social
media comments on Article 370,
seen as attempts to “provoke the
masses" and “disturb public or-
der".

One hoped that with J&K'’s
new dawn after the scrapping of
Article 370 and widespread de-
velopment and reforms will fumi-
gate the old, treacherous politics.
It clearly has had little effect on
the dynasts who ruled and
milked the Valley using religion
to mislead the people.But since
the four lions have brought the
hyenas out in the Valley, it will
be easier for the Indian State to
detect and deal with the trouble-
makers

The Era Of Uncertalnty In Bangladesh

An Indian politician from the
Opposition camp recently called
ajournalist in Dhaka. He wanted
to know the state of affairs in
Bangladesh. The journalist re-
plied that things were as good as
they could be in a “civil war situ-

ation". The metaphor explainsthe |

degree of uncertainty that has
engulfed the country after the falll
of the Sheikh Hasina-led Awami

League (AL) governmenton Au- 5§

gust 5, 2024.

Uncertainty is not new to
Bangladesh. The country has
never seen sustained political
stability, except for the 15 years
under Hasina (2009-2024) and
seven years of General H. M.
Ershad (1983-1990). All govern-
ments — except for Hasina’s
1996-2001 term — tried to pro-
long their stay in power through
unfair means and eventually fell
to street protests or army
coups.Since the end of military
rule in 1990, every government,
including the Dr. Muhammad
Yunus administration, has out-
done its predecessors in abus-
ing democratic values and insti-
tutions. Revenge politics remains
a common thread.That said, the
current disruption is too big to be
quelled by a mere election, as
demanded by the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), which is
keen on a shortcut to power. They
approved the ban on AL. ltis only
a matter of time — or opportu-
nity —before they may approve
abanon JP as well. These three
parties together secured 87 per-
cent of the votes in the non-con-
troversial 2008 election. AL alone
commands over 30 percent loyal
voters.

On the surface, the Islamic
forces — led by Jamaat-e-Islami
and the newly formed National

Citizen Party (NCP), both enjoy-
ing administrative backing —want
to curate the political space. They
do not have the numbers. So, an
election (let alone a fair one) is
not their first choice. But if forced
to go to polls, they would like it
managed “their own way."

A curated mandate may de-
prive BNP of a brutal majority
(better still, deliver a hung Parlia-
ment) and ensure a second spot
for Jamaat. That would make ita
cakewalk for the Islamists to eat
into BNP’s space. The ultimate
goal is to make Bangladesh an
Islamic country.This plan has
pushed Bangladesh into an un-
precedented socio-political con-
flict, which is likely to intensify in
the days to come. Unless one of
the warring sides meekly surren-
ders — which is unlikely —
bloodshed is unavoidable. Peace
and stability will be held to ran-
som.

Opportunity for Islamists

The primary problem is that
the Islamists have become excep-
tionally ambitious. Except for the
nine months of the Liberation War
in 1971, staunch Wahhabi Mus-
lims, who make up no more than
five percent of the population and

are considered the core support
base of Jamaat, have never en-
joyed as much attention and ad-
ministrative support in the 78-
year history of the land, dating
back to East Pakistan.The sec-
ond problem is that prevailing
geopolitical uncertainty has
opened a window of opportunity.
Turkey’s ambition to lead the Is-
lamic world, Pakistan’s known
aspirations, the US-Pakistan-Tur-
key axis, overt US interest in
Myanmar, the riftin India-US re-
lations, and the India-China ri-
valry — all have worked in the
Islamists’ favor. Jamaat wants
to seize the moment before it
vanishes.

This has created a host of
issues. The biggest among
them is a vicious effort to
erase or demean the Liberation
history of 1971 and its great-
est inspiration—Hasina’s fa-
ther, Mujibur Rahman. Since
India is inseparable from
Bangladesh’s Liberation, there is
a conscious attempt to vitiate bi-
lateral relations. Rising ex-
changes with Pakistan and Tur-
key are part of the plot. Threat-
ening India’s security is an un-
spoken goal.

The blueprint is not new, but
the ferocity and vicious nature of
its implementation are excep-
tional. Back in 1971, Jamaat-led
Islamists formed militia groups,
popularly referred to as Razakar
(volunteers), to suppress dissent
against Pakistani rule. Liberal
intellectuals, Hindus, and soft-
Islam followers were natural tar-
gets. This time, they are orches-

| trating mob attacks on the same
- targets.Crackdown on Liberals

The new design helps disguise
institutional links. Exiled bloggers
— like Elias Hossain and Pinaki
Bhattacharya — openly set tar-
gets and orchestrate mob attacks
on Liberation relics and pro-Lib-
eration voices in media and poli-
tics. The Yunus government ei-
ther allows the destruction or
does exactly what the mobsters
want them to do.

On August 28, a mob stormed
a roundtable in Dhaka discuss-
ing the values of the Liberation
movement. Police arrested 16
attendees under the Anti-Terror
Act. The listincluded 85-year-old
freedom fighter Abdul Latif
Siddiqui, ousted from ALin 2014
for alleged “anti-Islam" remarks;
Professor Sheikh Hafizur Karzan
of Dhaka University; and TV jour-
nalist-turned-popular YouTuber
Monjurul Alam Panna.

Monjurul was a strong critic
of Hasina’s rule. He loudly sup-
ported the July protests—until he
realized the “meticulous design”
behind it. He then began criticiz-
ing the current dispensation. He
was targeted by the exiled
bloggers and Islamists. Weeks
before his arrest, he spoke about
alleged terror planning against
India.

The crackdown on anti-Yunus,
anti-Islamist, and pro-Liberation

voices has been evident since
July, when 71-year-old retired pro-
fessor Abul Barkat was arrested
on corruption charges in a mid-
night raid. He was known for his
seminal works on terror financ-
ing and the persecution of reli-
gious minorities.

On August 7, Professor
Nazmul Ahsan Kalimullah of
Dhaka University was also ar-
rested again on corruption
charges. Kalimullah, who heads
an election monitoring group,
was vocal against the Yunus ad-
ministration and was targeted by
the blogger gang. This is in addi-
tion to the hundreds of arrests of
lawyers, judges, journalists, ac-
tivists and others. In a striking
similarity all are denied bail.
Prominent lawyers pointed out
that Bangladeshi courts have vir-
tually stopped granting bail.

BNP has either surrendered
to these forces or is complicit.
Last month, the party suspended
chairperson’s adviser Fazlur
Rahman—a freedom fighter and
former MP—who had been ex-
tremely critical of Hasina. In re-
cent months, he rose to promi-
nence for his vociferous rejoinders
defending Liberation history.
Bloggers targeted him. A mob
harassed the 77-year-old advo-
cate.

Return of 1971

The situation on the ground is
turning from bad to worse. Hu-
man rights organisation ASK re-
ported 441 rape incidents during
January—June 2025—more than
the 401 rapes recorded in 2024.
Rape was a prime weapon of in-
timidation in 1971. Recoveries of
dead bodies from rivers rose by
20 percent to 43 per month dur-
ing January—July. One-third of
these were unidentified.
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Ottawa Sidesteps Questions on 2030 and
2035 Climate Targets Amid Policy Review
{

Industry Minister Mélanie
Joly is refusing to confirm
whether Canada will stick to its
short- and mid-term climate
commitments, even as Prime
Minister Mark Carney signals a
shift away from key environmen-
tal policies introduced under Jus-
tin Trudeau.

On Friday, Carney an-
nounced his government will
pause the 2026 electric vehicle
sales target, amend the Clean
Fuel Regulations, and launch a
review of the federal EV mandate.
The move comes months after
his first major climate reversal in
March, when he scrapped the
consumer carbon price while
keeping the industrial levy in
place. Pressed on whether the
2030 and 2035 emissions reduc-
tion targets remain in force, Joly
told CTV’s Question Period that

the government is “clearly” com-
mitted to achieving net-zero by
2050. But she stopped short of
explicitly backing the nearer-
term benchmarks, instead point-
ing to rising unemployment and

new U.S. tariffs as urgent chal-
lenges shaping Ottawa’s ap-
proach. “We need to make sure
we’re there for our auto sector
while continuing to have very am-
bitious climate-change goals,”

she said, adding that the govern-
ment has launched a 60-day
consultation on next steps. Joly
is not the only minister reluctant
to affirm the Trudeau-era goals.
Last month, Energy and Natural

Resources Minister Tim
Hodgson also avoided commit-
ting to them, stressing instead
that Canada’s priority is produc-
ing “low-cost, low-carbon” en
ergy and resources for global
markets. Environment Minis-
ter Julie Dabrusin’s office later
said in an email that while
net-zero by 2050 remains the
objective, an update on
Canada’s 2030 and 2035
plans will be provided “taking
into account the evolving glo-
bal and economic context.”
Carney has argued that the
policy shift is not about bow-
ing to Conservative criticism
but about responding to U.S.
tariffs on Canadian auto ex-
ports. “Forget the Conservative
rhetoric that it’s all about EVs,”
Joly said in the interview. “No.
It's about tariffs.

Mark Carney Surprises Ontarians by Running Tough 26K Trail Race

Prime Minister Mark Carney
traded the political stage for the rug-
ged trails of southern Ontario this
weekend, competing in the demand-
ing 26-kilometre Haliburton Forest
Trail Race. The event, known for its
steep climbs and rocky paths, drew
more than 100 runners, with Carney
placing 58th in a field of 120 com-
petitors. Carney entered the race
alongside his wife, Diana Fox
Carney, who was celebrating her
birthday. According to race orga-

nizer Tegan Legge, the Haliburton
course has a reputation for testing
even experienced trail runners, with
hills, scrambles, and technical ter-
rain that earned it the nickname of
a “crushing course.” Volunteers and
spectators were surprised to see the
prime minister tackling the event.
Agnes Jung, working at a check-
point six kilometres into the race,
recalled Carney stopping to confirm
directions before continuing with
energy and focus. On his return

pass later in the race, he allowed
her to record a short video where he
explained his motivation was sup-
porting his wife. Despite security
running alongside him, many noted
Carney’s athleticism and approach-
able manner. Jung described him as
a strong runner who looked unfazed
by the distance, while another vol-
unteer, Gary Black, said the prime
minister spent nearly an hour after
finishing chatting with participants,
posing for photos, and encouraging

Offers valid from September 11" to 17th 2025
fe==t ¥t =grdhyit
Happy Diwall!

5«@/%;}(»

/1
Brar’s Gulab Jamun
frozen
8509

1

Haldiram's Indian snacks,
selected varieties
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Sher Desi Brar Durum flour
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Wagh Bakri premium tea
907g

9%

Dabur honey
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others. Carney has a history of long-
distance running, having previously
completed the London Marathon in
2015 and participating in Ottawa’s
Race Weekend. His Haliburton re-
sult—three hours and 45 minutes for
the 26-kilometre course—showed
that even in office, he continues to
keep up with the sport. Many par-
ticipants remarked not only on his
endurance but also on his willing-
ness to connect with people well
after the run was done.

Namak Para snacks,
selected varieties
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Britannia
Goodday biscuits,
selected varieties
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Carney Unveils $80M Tariff-Relief Fund
for Atlantic Canadian Businesses

Prime Minister Mark Carney an-
nounced Monday that $80 million will be
directed to small and medium-sized
businesses in Atlantic Canada as part
of the federal government’s $1-billion
tariff-relief program. Speaking at the
Newdock shipyard in St. John’s, Carney
said the funding will help local indus-
tries adapt to shifting trade conditions
brought on by steep U.S. tariffs.

The money will be distributed through
the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency and is aimed at helping compa-
nies expand into new markets, modern-
ize operations, and strengthen supply
chains. Carney highlighted potential
opportunities for the seafood sector,
noting innovative packaging tailored to
European buyers as one example. “This
funding will help equip Atlantic Canadian
industries with the tools they need to

respond to modern challenges. To inno-
vate, modernize, expand operations, and
reach new customers,” Carney said.
The programis part of Ottawa’s wider
response to U.S. President Donald
Trump’s tariff regime, which has in-
cluded 50 per cent duties on Canadian
steel and aluminum. Last week, Carney
raised the Regional Tariff Response Ini-
tiative from $450 million to $1 billion and
introduced a new “buy Canadian” policy
to strengthen domestic resilience. The

Air Canada Flight Attendants Reject Deal,

Air Canada’s labour dispute with its
flight attendants has entered a new
stage after union members overwhelm-
ingly rejected a tentative wage deal
earlier this month. The airline and the
Canadian Union of Public Employees,
which represents roughly 10,000 flight
attendants, will now head into media-
tion in an effort to break the deadlock.
The previous collective agreement ex-
pired at the end of March.

Mediation is a voluntary pro-
cess where both sides agree to work
with a neutral third party to explore op-
tions and seek a compromise. Accord-

announcement was welcomed by busi-
ness and community leaders. Qalipu
First Nation Chief Jenny Brake, whose
group co-owns Newdock with Nova
Scotia’s Membertou First Nation, said
her organization intends to apply for
funding amid ongoing tariff uncertainty.
“We know that there’s strength in coop-
eration, and we’re leaning into that hard,”
Brake said. The Atlantic Chamber of
Commerce also praised the move, call-
ing it a “vital step forward” for regional

ing to the Government of Canada, the
process encourages open and re-
spectful dialogue while aiming to pro-
duce mutually satisfactory solutions.
For Air Canada, mediation became
necessary after the tentative agree-
ment brokered on Aug. 19 was voted
down by 99.1 percent of flight atten-
dants. The rejection followed a nation-
wide strike in mid-August, when flight
attendants walked off the job over pay
and unpaid work. That strike, which
defied a federal back-to-work order is-
sued within 12 hours, grounded flights
for three days before CUPE and Air

businesses working to streamline sup-
ply chains and expand internation-
ally. Carney was joined by Fisheries
Minister Joanne Thompson and New-
foundland and Labrador Premier John
Hogan, as well as a large contingent
of Liberal candidates ahead of an ex-
pected provincial election. After the
announcement, Carney planned meet-
ings with Hogan and regional energy
leaders to discuss further economic and
trade initiatives.

Mediation Now Underway

Canada negotiated a tentative deal.
The agreement included a key break-
through: compensation for unpaid du-
ties performed before departure and
after landing. Flight attendants would
have received half their hourly rate as
ground pay, increasing to 70 percent
by the fourth year of the contract. De-
spite that gain, the sticking point was
Air Canada’s wage proposal. The air-
line had offered a 20.25 percent in-
crease over four years for flight atten-
dants with five years or less of service
and 16.25 percent for those with more
seniority.
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