GP SINGH Q‘l
Immigration G SINGH

7339 @ fifee At wet e a‘&‘
Licenced Immigration Consultant
Refugee Cases ~ Case Appeal
Family PR (Citizenship
Study Permit Passport
SuperVisa  PRCardrenew oo Singh
VisitorVisa  Hearing Practice —(ype0 Reic-IRB)

45145597525 @ 5146131608 Commissioner of Oath

DESI TIMES WEEKLY

(3 &t enftitii

www.desitimes.ca ..QCNA\

VOLUME 7 ISSUE #520

FRIDAY, 15 AUGUST 2025

20th Edition of SAWID Business Directory.

2025

To publish
: your advertisement
y as low as
$100 contact:

singhatthwal@gmail.com
manjeetatthwal@gmail.com
Mobile No. +1 (438) 500-6024
Office number: 514-798-1794

www.sawidcanada.com

915 & dRSME A&BT‘T 75 8%Hawr'3°rmrre°r

&5 & IBIE T&BTHTHTI ‘T 75.8% &F
grat Hgmm3t wet-3flar f3@<t e wws
379, # fa fue® % §g 98 I8 99 <ud
feere feT fia f3ut =gr ear@er g 7e
Gerer & Tiat feddafed Tuat ‘3 Sfoe ware
A5 5=t g9 9T § s det I M3 dts
T TTH HIT™8 ©HTdT BJIFdT fed AT &ot
A9 3 g wet 9, fan feg eer st
farr it fa I&3T € IEBT Aed & HIS=YTS
AEfTstt w3 Fetdt st 3 wrg Ifemr
J1 915, I&5BTET AT I I3 IBIS WIS
MI I&F S AUSTEL ‘I 993 famer fagga
3, & fagr fa feg ensT A399 2024 fST Hg

3T aret wiet-3flar A9 € &3t I
g wrfenT 31 A fa wWifay SnsT Ag=g
ffemBe e I, iISTs AT § &
HOTE <™ AdET J AT €9 & MSTAC Jd AdeT
J1 feg ger g« &9 vat aret <ud AgT-
AeTEl @1 HY € €%e 7, 7Y §ts € yus

srmaiﬁfﬁvé’uﬁsrﬂweafeufe—u’
f3& Stz <t fagree wet, A fa gs ©
WYld 3 e A 3 3T JaaT faar=e J1
feg ygr= MASHEMT BEt St g9 8%
AaeT 9, 7 fa st 3 & 3 ge dist
g99 I UgY YU a9 faor I, osifa
m@m%ﬁmm

o /it fa Snt fegag I3t @ agt §u

gfemmat eaam &4t I8 §ewar vag
gt fee os fa feo st e s aa3T
T 5 fagtis 3759 € JaBT U § gat 39T
ygfez J4ait, gg TuTdt fend g79 & yat
39T € 99& © §9TH9 dfJe I5| fen mwts

uuuuu

439 fE9 SutenT A7 AgeT J1 915 € Hed

mm%@ﬁmuﬁwﬁsﬁﬂ
7% we farrr 3, an 3 fued Fims feg ferd
Foet rumTfes =8 st gt 31 ateay
Sumy o= ‘3 Hifdar 5% fearze =uga
3T § &<dIe I96 BEF g UEe 75,
g fq 915 M3 A3 I7H mHdtaT & e
fer® Tutg A ‘3 IIBI™3 ATdt JUS BTt
nye efae @0 § g fdsr 31 7e fa
idtaT-gts Haret s<hdt fsgeht &

EN

fonmad Uug 392U 3 It I, (3T IS

J, WUS gH A9 3 T TUTH FEISHE 55

&9 A 39 43S 30 € AT ST T
HOHST &9 faar J1

awmm@mmzmmwwmg

297¢- A&3T g IHIIT Ao =uar
A fagr 1 3T ATEaATdt H3TEA
o3 feg geet feg 40 gTAd 3

ol &3t €9 90 J95 @8 &9 &

U&ddies d&T Fﬂ'l Gr?ﬂ“am T gfger g fa @H?’f

IBFE Gats »e UAeS =3ddd &F

gfger 7 fa €T Ia3T Une &% ¢ feat IBT3
gdait| gatra, 7 fa &Irgar 55,000 57K
FIHTTI T &t SHTfEEalt a9et 7, € afaer 7 fa
¥< fugt Naweg & 8395 fesfon a8 yarars
3 IE Had<Td M3 AHSTT & MTUAT HBTIT3 Jd&

dHedt G=deTeiy ersre‘rm J1 f&g 5= mifaa
TS wet diweg 3T i 3 U AT 3 9% 9at
J1 I&3T UAe € §8d & §u=T9 § o faGw fanrs

hquﬁwﬁﬂ?éamwsﬁaﬁa feg _ S D
ammgmmémw wigr fIAT 43H T fardm| d&3ts @aF St RereT uaH a9 fegtmt

Bt AfoHZ JeT 51 feT 153 29ddT 8 Jo3
UHe € 51630 YA § I€ 99 3 giE 98T J,
frm €9 99 et &9 Bargqr 13 Y33 35U
TUT I UTGS-TTEMH JIHTIIHT § H35 BET

JI &3 un?waﬁzrah@avrzﬂwmsrfga
Wmmme’r@v—ﬂ?aa?%ﬁﬁaa@a

§ﬁm@3mwmmnw3eyaww
Tuehdt g 3tit § nEfus J=am

fare 3t wis vatfen™ € 3a8 Uug '3

L UJY ITet J1 gwaTdt €9 6.9 YSHI

Eﬂfaa'atﬁua)-m?ﬂfaa?aeu?

=8 ﬁ%fifﬂ?ﬂuz;’rﬂaemasaw

95 fog g3 At a4t Sdram
7et US © 8 A9 3 U ygfels
I8 I&| fAgt uzat g <0 sadmt
YT 9%, €57 & et greted e
I Hfemm e 3 mifFar de e s
MU ITHEIUST FETHF 29U T
efae =13t & rifenmm famr 1 egu @
zhawmmuw@w’gw
Ulﬂ?f?ﬂkaﬂmemafswa
feufenr § fa noafeerer 8 T
g 83,000 Bt Ter g ug
gsret ff9 40,800 SIdPHT IruT
fagtmt, mm@ﬂm@m

HHf&wT € fea Hag erafoeT I fa
WIS OAC I& Maafe<raT fEg et
THIZ I5| AT 3 U SSd T HI&T,
FHfemara M3 Wadrs Gotiar f<g

Ade, JATst
Sg ygfes

IEPHT IS, fHE 29,000 ST &
H ¥3H T I8 | GArat 439 & < gat
SaA™S IfenT| fed® miggder e
Tt 17,000 SFGHT H3H T Irebut
73 A € fsanre 439 f<9 20,000
3 JU gHaNd € Ha Y34 T JE|
SAdT & SIATE € AF I <37
95 15 3 24 A% S g € Bat
fe9 gaard € Uuq <9 fagee T
W3 1998 I gmie ufast =9 few
SHa AyT € fAge 53.6 ySHI T
I 99 IJ I&| ﬂwz?rfev 16 B4
Fit & ggwarg " fapur mt
w3 fefenagtt fS9 Sgaardt ©a
17 .4 y3H3 €9d JI3T aret Al
a3 feg Iardt v € <5t fare 3t
feg Ba At ™3 51 fem
et Qu g 3 Tuysfes Tad Is!
Gt © awaT g fefenmaat
et '3 Uyt 3 gve BIrgar
10 IH'T ITHH SABT M3 AITfE
Aee & dadt 3 oe feasT famr I At

JrEtt 95| §etE vafsa rafen
feusTeta gahis & 93=at fest
J fa a&w grarg feg fagree fea

(VNN

<3 B9d Hddle Aae e fdaT J1

FIET et AT
O rocers fidom

Abdul Rehman

6700 Ch de la cote des nei

yjes k-27 H3S2B3

914-638-2222, 914-629-0000




2 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

Canada

4 Bonne Fete

House oF CaMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNI

VOLUME 7

de l'Inde!

VOS DEPUTES FEDERAUX LIBERAUX TIENNENT
A SOULIGNER CETTE DATE IMPORTANTE
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> del'indépendance

Happy

Indian
Independence Day!

YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL MPs WISH TO

HIGHLIGHT THIS IMPORTANT DATE

DEPUTEE / MP
Dorval — Lachine — LaSalle
Anju.Dhillon@parl.gc.ca
(514) 639-4497
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FAYGAL EL-KHOURY

DEPUTE / MP
Laval—Les Iles
Faycal.El-Khoury@parl.gc.ca

(450) 689-4594

alge

NATILIEN JOSEPH

DEPUTE / MP
Longueuil-Saint-Hubert
Natilien.Joseph@parl.gc.ca

(450) 928-4778

°;

g

HoN. STEVEN GUILBEAULT

DEPUTE / MP
Laurier — Sainte-Marie
Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca

(514) 522-1339

 ANNIE KOUTRAKIS
DEPUTEE / MP
Vimy
Annie.Koutrakis@parl.gc.ca
(450) 973-5660
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ANTHONY HOUSEFATHER

DEPUTE / MP
Mont-Royal / Mount Royal
Anthony.Housefather@parl.gc.ca
(514) 283-0171

EMMANUELLA LAMBROPOULOS

DEPUTEE/MP
Saint-Laurent
Emmanuella Lambropoulos@parlgc.ca

(514) 335-6655

MARIE-GABRIELLE MENARD

DEPUTEE / MP
Hochelaga—Rosemont-Est

Marie-Gabrielle.Menard@parl.gc.ca
(514) 201-8608
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BIENVENU-OLIVIER NTUMBA

DEPUTE / MP
Mont-Saint-Bruno—L Acadie
Bienvenu-OlivierNumba@parl gc.ca

(450) 922-7900

DEPUTEE / MP
Ahuntsic-Cartierville
Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca

(514) 383-3709

| \
PATRICIA LATTANZIO
DEPUTEE / MP
Saint-Léonard — Saint-Michel
Patricia.Lattanzio@parl.gc.ca

(514) 256-4548

Fie
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ABDELHAQ SARI

DEPUTE / MP
Bourassa
Abdelhag.Sari@parlgc.ca

(514) 323-0980

CARLOS LEITAD

DEPUTE / MP
Marc-Aurele-Fortin
Carlos.Leitao@parl.gc.ca

(450) 622-8858
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ERIC ST-PIERRE
DEPUTE / MP
Honoré-Mercier

Eric.St-Pierre@parl.gc.ca
(514) 353-5882

SAMEER ZUBERI
DEPUTE / MP
Pierrefonds — Dollard
Sameer.Zuberi@parl.gc.ca
(514) 624-5725
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. *‘;;jg __ CLASS 1 DRIVERS
=0T NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

HVE CRATRCES

y & WL LI O LJ LTNCL]
Woxld with Sports package MOVles ,Ppv,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A UArdt festnis srete des 3 femer

ST EIHGT 13 TIAS BT 1T I& W I I
I St Ie 3fe I fue® s 38t 9 9975, I
WATIHIPHT & 9% V'ed © TgHaTaHT fear® grefgsa
Ter g aret /i orsifa @gt wWiemt & fauer femr famr
HY, Ug It =79 fer 3§ &t wea= AN-AN ‘I ArgHe
T fTEt g1 fer 3 wesT ‘g, ufer & far
St 39t & TEST FI=TEl € BF &It USt MIHHE &
Turee € 8, &< Wyt @8 Jiser3 9t AfeSt § pues
<t 3fw 13T et fem S & B €t arafia Argr=t
MI BiSIU I AE B g faaTad |

IDAN-TILEY

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLUBE

AKISLAMI, LAGILSL ATl ALl OVETD L 1€

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse

IAT UTIASTS 9% © 5% 3% ToT 39 ©

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

AUGCH 968, HE U8, MTElS, dcelban,
fSAST W3 WUS © 965 & & WEE WS Aoe

Instagram:|AMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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IITHET AETUS 99 BT HS | 85t Ired
mHdtaT, fsQuraa mirfe ent St
maﬂsﬁnrlfema’rwx
fedtor q@ &=t Urdet St FETUsT SISt

ITET fAH T ST wTETE UTaet I
farm | g 3tarat, en garast & feent
mmﬁwwwm
et G i & »idlar, &3,
ST, ARISE, 579, <3, R8s,
&8 AE A A fAe: i fiw, B9
fiwr, waHe fiwr wimeme, i Hw.
W, M3 S9d gHIS mie | g
T T faprT /Y, %1999 Adad 3
gogT &< o | feg €9t sesT At fan
TS fed ‘ST ABT e dASE &
‘ot st 3 Afgi= S grar feg
TUT A & A=Y § Mue Afas
feg 3@ gt Quv fRw
Afgnie® grar feg Tud A g &7
gEST BT e Hetas G3=fes §
JIBT Has Bt niuet funds & fea
Het fagrg feg sara 13 W99 1940
3 fead's feu &35 € aaHes I8
feg ens Sfenm | Qo i &t
fur3® §mue 3% Bae wet fea Het
fagme € Ufent & funds &t ras
feg for 3da &% afemm At fa aet
A9 <t &t rgeT At fa G847 3% Jet
gfenrg I1 Gor fie & wiueT 3R
gesTenT JfeT /T 3 BT udg are,
835 € danes 7% feg fAg
gaara<t G mifaaratmr ehvitfeard
Iat "t feg viféar ‘eime &zt
WAATEHE M F Aed® THMES AATfeet’
oI SISt AT g3t A | Hifear Hav
Jfent 7t G i & miuer funss
H faze feg gur o Iftprr Sfem At
Sr & afen ITBT eBT B AN €
{Ag € I<95d Hetas Gaefed &
W '3 7t i3 T wre €39 fesr 18an
fiw & €5 IA< <t afma &7 a1t

% 9791 feg TUd A =
gesT B Sy Gat e fega I
feuret € adt At Quv iy fega
IS MeB3 feg Haenr erfeg
e 3 495 19403 €573 T3S
T ot sfaarfemT fapqr | fer Quaz
Surfiw ® 31 88TE 1940 & &35
SHiseaf=s 7w feg et fogtart
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A9 Ha<t fef3a™m W3 gaut &
439 feu fea St wifaat s &at
gt &t foga3 M3 Wyt dig=
o 5Bl BE e HT Uy T IB &
T3 I YT BfT I2 | ST A=E MY
Tt HST WTUS HO™s, I9&T 3 SHTET
TH fAur € a7% fest ygge 3
ufast Ut At Ue® o3 S99
g 5769 €< AT & fermua,
AIIATST W3 a<t iyt 3 Jagat
ot fegd g9e I I w3 foq,
AfSHTT Iafent HiF 317 s91%
gieat 9o feg AT yg9 3 1we <F
A< Jrge<TdT HiW I Arfoy feu
TIHG-UIHG €T A¥T 5T d 3T QT
fefgoma yo (fig 9@ Arfog w3
St @ mifés Aeat & vimdt fersTs
3T ) Gt et Bpdt Syt
T¥HIE FEEET ATUET J A9
M & ITETHIT T wiar fedt
AN <t g9e A | G Agat €
W& AES Ml I3 HUH §9H AT 3 I
79U | 1z fIg uad fers
feg gmmet 7 g9t /Y, 99 uB FAE
Ud™ J& HO® AT 9 A 3 dIiaT,
yqTgt, I, I° M3 HATE3T E Y
UgT T%T Jet &9t A - a9 sTET
3 3 faat | AlHe J fa A9d Hus
I BT T3y faorszruya sl
TH AL 56d 5T 9IS ITHAIG
fefgom ot femgu feg argerifen
fefgoma wesT & ‘g9 yare’ ai3T
3 ‘Ig &7 I’ QuII, 9T FITHT
fug afg fapur 3 wige wir S wt
w&eyd Aoy fey | 999 fer=ag
Atede fed o feg wafazs

T g, 919 HIT=d M3 MATHa
Hgm3 € 3, fan feg granfs
frgrat, 319 HawTeT W3 Ay
bt | A A feayga =t '3
SHJ JE- afgat & ulsT, »ighw,
IAS, ey 3 T9e Higgn ofemm 1€
g feast 3 fHet J9e=Tar yaua

At ufemrsT 3° wmrus 993
‘feeest’ 3 yH Hfowst & &7
FIt I3-373 HisaE feae &
HYd 3T A & UST-Ht AT ug ufa®
ARG @bt mat, A3fag w3
Houed faudet B Hae, 7 oS
Tue 3 g & Hfenm, G &%
HE HATPAT faprT 3 mmaT 33U
€t 1ufa® It matet H3TEE AHTaN
@t mifadt g3, fe838et Mz
fsgG ydt gt ‘g 9ouT, eneet
M3 BIEIT € AYY g fapdT|
Jrfeq €19 firw <& are 3 fegme
Iutfex antst &r €W a7y,
WS, ST, e St M3 RS
HIE3 &% €9-Td €T = AYU &d
a3er, fdg 778 gant €7 Ho
Jofent aTEI- A3 @ 3 AN &,
firg & & € U39 3 H3™-grAdt
7t & ugrs st fanierat Rufenrt
Wy ‘fre I g et ged’ sea ©r
yIQuaTa a9 feyrfenr 3= | J fer
e gfons few et fea <t
Gerg9s, fag vadt wifgarar &f

Services d'embellissement féminin

Bridalland
IParty/Makeup,

It Fafenmt, enfomt &t aafia
Tl & Had dfteT faprT 9= 2 &t
feg g=fest foet &9 faas &
9 575 © foan® g =+ Aat iy
A’ & fgmir a4t /it 2 A IrEt Tl
fiur At a7 & ‘o fae st ursa
fet, @at v 399 3 fegra feg ot
wt fa mirt Q1 fog &at o frgst &F
areTet gret fgur I A (Hes-
TTHY) 99 34 A& | 3= UTT3HTT gt
Sfomret g e = ot feo At fa

C

19 7 fsgara 5% fAg 5= 9 afgsg

A& 3 Id6T 3 IHTEL & HaAHT 3
HHIT Ifem™ Ha1 @ 3795a7d =T |

wmryt fefgom 3 =fae o fa
amitat Ufs3 (fagt et v miwe
ifs3 Aege & B afag 3857 €
THA AS AT 76 ) fed gse =@,
Hes (frig ufgst ufamat € 99w
U JTAS) 3 98 o it miéeya Arfag
Sfere FI M HS ITHe B I
Tt findt-A=dt @7 gar 9 & &1 fupnr
At 2=t ufaaat a5 afsur
H1&a@ €7 gee<ar Yd amHla €
g™, yABHTST 3 99 ATShdT &t

‘U5 IG 575’ € AT MY HI™d IF
nred yrefezs 363
faaiey, Hiaae =& feg
Yare™, gret fagur and it & AHefus
At 7 1699 feg Wiz g5 & get
faur finur At 5= € A8 | MUS
»rHdt AR 39 99 39 5769 €
TIEFATES I 18T EWI 3T
yar wforw four fa €87 € wan,
FIH, HITTET, HIUT 3 Idge ©F
Jig=vet Hoftmm, 7t 99 a6 &=
At € 3= A <f gggTst AEa It
He= I Aat At 179, fer ew € fas
g B vifAd 75 A fen moreg €
FEITS U6 ? II&T € IS B AT
F St edte 3T mrufemt & oF
Htaare feg ot wo §3et T2 »w
fea get arfea & few voen wierg
'3 arfes e Her fioam fapam At 7
H™¥3 HI3 AT, JoHs fummar At 3
O Yor WH feg I Ba-HEIHS daeT
wr fggr "Y1 Ae3 HO3 3 Ifas
gfd3 €% € 9d9d ¥y I Far
femmer Jfemr § fa few & 37
IHA™S FUTE3 €T JEdeTs SSfamt

HUT, Af3aad 3 fa™dg & a9
J |garat <t fare 3t feg feazg get
o=z e Q€ 39 <t fepmer uzT &I
A, 7 fermdt 2017 & WeT ¥
Ifeni™ Yare™ I HS JaaT furnm A |
TINAS, H&aIg 8mdude 3 Sant
& J Jae=TdT @<t yfaadt 3
UJge %t 3 ure e AT &ar1 fapr
fa@fa fermdt €t gt I aad yar
IAHg It It & o feg Uae st

W3SHIS At | 2dfed g effmt & ot
FrET 9 IE I UJ9 F oftpr 3T
FO13 $I19 WI TH AT IIT HY | MERT
3T 993 JfemT ug garat €t farest
fee gt e eud ‘s a9 575’

3fa3z waurer, fefgaom, fraist 3
AfgmaTg € ydt ra<tna det
gotet At plsae € rea 3
dfen iy ig e A8H prretear
gafar =t &t I fa@fa g mis-

adidl aaradl €1 mus agnr's

faat wa feg gat Q&7 mfimit &t
HEHE MTITHT et I& -

I ITEI I IHI
Ifew AT & A |

J A HaT IH

AHI ST |

S Tt 9= uIg s & ufast
=g Sfenm At fa fa= Afgarg A
g AA, €3t € ues Ife At
w&eyd ATfay feg ugaremT fapur
3 €T € Uz T AR (ITET Bt
HJ ISHT AT 3) MU Yd Wa §
WMITE-I< II A13T A | Tt
3 TEAfent § few u=s motet
A3THE N U3 <0, Y TdT &%
73 d @5t € =3font e wser,
WTYTITIIT T ATITHT €T U
gar@eT grter J | gge=TdT 9Ty
3re Arfoe few Ard €7 FT9dT AE S
JI

o)
G

w3 feg fegt afosr
Uil (T fisae feg mafaz i3
HJTEt A3get Yo = ufod
ARG 8976 §a_ , HaWTeT Uds M3
HHTedlt 99 39 JeIt uIg 1 =t
MYTE HITES, MTHAT YaTaTH fegsT
&9 ST I MI3T-HeT & fadae
oIt &9 I | & ITHT fegar @

W3t =8 7 WadAT gafast,
HEWTEt M3 fAut3dts a9 aat
e, WAt 3736, 33T 3 TIAS
Har <t a9t &3 IF | g i iy
T w3t wsret gura g st
EXrnl ‘Atr St U9
fA9g &7 Ehw’ Et widw et & it
WIS &t st feg mifire g9
fezTrt 3 €t € frAge € gafamt
& feat stof feg swe ga fest|

Ameliorez votre beauté
gJf34dT, SA(HdI, SHIM®, Ha8d, UsifaBa, dnid ACTEI®

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair. Styling

s n S a)
g T s LKl ASsH

MA=36055444

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

- More services soon
YES Vertu

Other, female
beautifying Services
. N
83H I3t B3u™=t &% THH® HA™

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

fegena 3 igat At & fen § fev
It &© &Jt At go=T e Irater?
A3t & M3 9sT 3 &7aTHdlT 3
3I¥I ATfog 3 FHIT aHet =
JI=TEl '3 BUsg Afed J faQfa
g Jet fasT & wAg Ipy T T
3 AISHB 9=, JF-HITET &7
fuseg st aa Aaer 3 fen o
WMTET &It & AdeT | Tea-F9fddt
g EHMAT § AT 8T STt 3

StHIEaune n SEA4TES 18NS,
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A&3T ar Ut ‘g fuufamr afag feaeatir

yIeTafiar Mraen feg ugs ®et fegedtrr U famum 1843 feg fearer 31 A& 1866 feg feg ey
T g1 feu Afgg 51 fare3t 937s o qust fea fsarine € gastf3a 39 ‘3 fafew adgtur

d53T € Ag 3 YIHI3 IH
fgfew IBgtwr et grAuTat
feaedtnr & few waa feg A5
T fe 3T AR 3 dEt f3aEat
&9t J=qit gae Aied fegarg

152 A9 3 U wmrgTel BT
FEIPHE HITEAId 839 J1 feaedhur
JSSTETHIST AT I WSt wrgTat
T Hfgg J1 feF & mrarat waaT
4,405 8 fema3t y3t =9t faditea

T TyaHT mfag feadatnr
AT 99 @ REEAT T fors
WS 2% fuger J| feaq uH A
g &% urehy g €% gt
®fgar, €Hd U™H €9 sHd AT IJ
ygg3 feget o3ty Hig foor pawr
3T It vera fem Un gger J1
Ity feg fer uast ‘I RsTs T
T AHWeT B9 ATET §1 €9
gIfs8” SYy-TY ysar 3 3T
fare3t AmTst feg yv'Ae sl
fegedtyr €t Ag g9="8< Bt fem
TITfEaT 3vd I8 I&| 9U3 It
IAF AT NI T T E-T6 TS
FZadT fery =9t ufvs
A®TSHT & AN mfag ehrr
fefgoa feHa3™ 979 AT=dTdt
@ € &% &% Hfyd = A9
I g5 feaeabqr &t
gaifea Afegat »3 fen € fefgam
79 ATE&T 93T HgaT J1
fegedtnr a&3T € py fafen
IHEEAT S TTHUTST I H Ao3TE
UAT3 3¢ 3 T TFISI MEB T
@ @yt fAg ‘3 Afazs 71 few afag
ot et 85,792 I A o AIded
fegedtn™ € HITaad §39 €t

J 7 2372 &8 TUJ e WIS 3T
J| fegedryatass e Ag 3°
T3 ufag J1 feg d&37 € fafew
a&ghr @ 3 Afgg Tag=d I
FIrgar 100 fa&Hted (60 HIm) &t
gdt ‘3 Afez 1 »yidtar € yfeg
"fgg fimmes 3 < few <F gat
HIgaT 100 fa@Hled (60 HI®) T
I&g=d A fimes 3 fegeatnr
IT fAIR g=ret Ad™H AT St
(TP faaatu) grat ot Arfemr
AT Ager 71 few mfog feg a=t
fefsoma ferra3™ eystar s fAg™
feo fgfen a&gram e AE 9=
(7 W& 1897 feg garfemT famm)
I 1908 feg gfemT ferudn Jes
HH® I&| Afgg e 9eteT e ga =t
ABTstrT @7 forts fuger JI
cI&BAT 439 T feq yfiT AT
AU RS I A fereTRg 3° 23T
H&bT Uer ads @8 faHt Getiar
ge fapur 31 feaedtur gatmr &
I FiIeE g % 9t € o Afgar
feg 9 J1 fer pfog fes =3 vag
‘3 feent W3 Jig-yamt fefenraat
3 39 95 # fegedtr gateafiet,
INASE oTBH, Ifew IIH
gatedfAer, fegedtmT & mi'e

far3t gvsa™ W3 wrushur
ANTdt 9197 9796 €T g9 feg
yfrg 91 few € &% It mue
IHT-FIT I fI I AT REHI I
JeZar gt fugeradedd o
gd€ 3 HII IEI3T HTI
TITEIS TR B BEl fe T
YJ9e 5| GaUutiE wradhT @
1700 € mig feg feg uges 3
ufgsT fegedtr 439 feg Asgla
AH3 AEdt 3T € &d™ € et ANT

¥ <7< 7o) AUEDH w3 faferr 3

939 ueH € 3T = §A Ji3t
few &t ggm3 1774 feg s
U T € femastmz 1778 few

| AM" g o @97 &% JeT At

1790, 1791, W3 1792 fevg
MAGHSBE I79gg (fegedtmT &
fasas us feu) ugfomm feo
wfag fom 28 ga37abiT @ g+
feg <t faom feaeatmr €ug
WHTTAT AT TIHT AT B ‘T
1841 feg Faq fiurs <t fagmam
‘3 71T SIIBH & T5I<I MEIBT
€ gyt fAg ‘3 fea suraa Iat

AEUI ods ©f faderdt fest

aret

§3ars Aul: fear®'s w3
mHdtaT fegarg 6995 &7 w3
IEE o I TER B T
fe= fafanm fem fev fo@
IBFET =@ §39t fusT =t
arfu® At ferm fu's €*ug
IS AT M3 MHdtaT 8= & It
1818 feg agaAT a9 fomm few
fe=me &Y Ay ger faur feg
15 g5 1846 & WMH3tar €
TfHdres 3t.AT. feg wHdlst
THEIUST iHe . U &t yaraait
s fen fu3 € fese § Aovge
et get iat § Gaars Fat e s
fe'gr farum few AUt yafaga
€3t wivdlar &t oF 3 ISt
et €3ars Ayt fesme @
IBfem™ 1846 feg AHT SIBH
Haer fegedhy €t Aq™ ‘3 Sae
feaeatur (fegeatmr e fagm) &t
rEUsTast  fe§r  €*3qt
MHdta™ € Add e J9 fems I
aret| fasawar I fa fegeatur
fa® & s ufgsT S9e MBgae
Atl 1843 feg gazvatwr ot
HITI'=t fegedtwr &€ & ‘3 fer
o7 &5 Sd¢ fegedtmT Iy fesr

wrETEt 3,67,770 3 fAW 578 feg wraen WS dSFhs THH e fap) fer 3grAaH g Afgg e o™

gy feg marfuz ai3t aretl few Une
& dNAS Une fagr Arer A/t aHAs

ENEENEN =

HET AT 3 gfeomT faw e »igg
y=t € 99373 J1 1850-1854
g &7y fegr fapum few Aot
EGHTd OAt I o™ € ST S U-
Y IHIT © g8 feaddtir ey
‘I ml® ydte Aae Al fem s

fa&

&% 73 famur 37 few § fs@
SHcfiAed < g &<t Hua 3 T&at
ot gauTst g=TfemT faprm 1871
few €t garet gATTST geT fe3T
fapuTl »iEh &t terea: 1921 At
g Wu feg fegdatmr €*3at
WMHITET T AT 3 3T M

& fegeatur €t garst § TauTst

WMTET3ad Hfdd gfemT ufasT

g feg @3 GaeTs ytfenm graETar 3 W@ HareT & €34t
fegedtnr ey € fad € e pugse »dtar feg <5t At A 1865
HT SIBH § T5g<T MEIBT 3T M €7 U II&T TS M3
BB &7 gAT I<dad fsgazd fawna sat Al feg Aaag &
3T famum 1864 few IIBT STeRH A9t q96 HI 13 M3 fem
J=I5T € MIE 3 ASHIS Ifen™ € W3 ‘3 SN g™ HY d9

Adfa fer e ufawT aredsd fagas fe'3m 1908 feg fem €@ U9 ‘3
B HIS M3 MTI8d MB<IS d63T UTHET Barr fe'3t aretl 1886 feg
few = JHT W3 Hf3H J=dad A&FHE UAtfed I ctan
gfenr| fafen I&FT feg Aa & HoH® I 3 gmie feaddtnr fafer
g7 1858 feu fafenm I&g &t I& T pe feg Sag<g 3 gmE
Ud3t ‘3 A& € §A It feg uodt fea s sudaded = 36l &%
J6 A&T &I of yad »idtar @ ©9fonm few @ o7& gt feaeatnr
€34t ategat € €3 Afgg Ar & gEa3t AT US AT ydt gatnr
TITTHAG Tt 3T ABST I MHdlaT & ABTAAT & fodTs WuE €%
3 AaT feare st fegedtnr § fufenm feemt Awst gswas
fea fogara, AusTEr SA w3 dfew fauf&ar € o3s™ &% 1904 feg
YTTIET BT RS € 439" feg A fews yfAw goge arass
THTHY AT g=TfoT fapTl fem @ewres 13 farum fen
TUIT BTW J9s few ey € fews grar €F fea3T g9 faw @r
wraret g9 9t fewsr feg 300 I'=u WE Hoet 31 few 3 9o 1908
& 5000 3T AT Wyt fen € feu Urtfeq 3B< <& feHudH Ie&
gufenr fegedtr & 1862 feg <F §rrat 13t aretl fen g5 &
mfog =q° AgTfuz Ji3T fapdT Harar=t <t fagrfenarra =+
1865 feu few § 3few &<t v Qoo famum fegr €< Grger
I FITaed getfenr fapdm| feg aas feadatm™ gabur g9 &
WA ISITE YATI 3¢ €T ANES ABTSMT et @31 fu'w T dwd
A% 97 J, 9= <37 A8 Afesa gfemr e 3
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IHBHIS s 95283
98147 34035
HHST Jr@ewTaT ygud auet et
#3f3ar anet €F 28 aTer § It
Hiféar f<T g<t fiwt <t fagret e
Her 43 i 7 | feg ufost =9
25 g<t it €t fagret & vovsT
Ifer fapur 31 few 3 ufost <t
AN AN AHET aHet ard-9ard wd
HTget Iat T 13iB Qe St Tyt I
it fiwt <t faoret set yorst fey
S @ Arst 3 At feasrre Hagr <t
Afga-Afoq & 9% faar T 1 Hew &
9T 3 IIBT WIS T nifge femm
faruT J 1 39 et AESEHT S ruE
U9 '3 U3 AdEPHT T JIPHT TS |
TIT I3 J S Fo AT It ST
% gt fiwt &t faoret St meg dus
Fdo I3t AG3T U'del 578 I
dionz fAg &dt it afgpnr | feg Sust
3% I fa FeT AT HS I ST HH
@ for3T &7 g3& € g7 aet 99
oR<t 3ot 7| few =9 gt firwt &f
fagret &t vt g ww =7 91 At
Jg 3769 €< Al € 550=° YdTH Ydy
2% ¥eg g9t AegT gt ot
Hawaﬁﬁrwe’fmsr@a
Jret /Y | g AT g SaTsuTEd AT €
350 A™®T HItEt YIg Ha AE g <t T
I o <t 18H 2% En © yuTs Haat
&fdeg Het & g fiwt €t faoret
5% &Tyare | feF 39 fa Scifeams
Adt J9d < fen & &g &7 AT
fapur | ft S vy mrent urget &t
Ada™d & SfeTdus fiw &g
faoret €3 Aat &7 Ut I my &

Ui '3 fEst € Argar Wy et
nigfee grdte® ge 3 fagret &t
YSHE & I 99 99 75 | HIdaT <8
T Hfamt €3 feg fAg ens ¢
AT II IS | F93T AG3T Urder &F
Ed AadTd Fet gt fiwt €t fagret
Yt v uge musgeT fer aod
&t #Agdt 7 faQfa féa 3t 2027
St 9t framirer g9 &t gatnt 05,
g iyt f<9 garsait € wfonw
St =T HIH dds =5 feg fia
©wg ufae T Faet ¥ 139t AagT
urget fityt et fow e feim &
I T EmeT 99 39t I 1 g ¥
fat wifrgr a9 wiogn 59t gas et

It &t 3t 7 | few & feq go faat
ot gefam3t =n e Arer geer
T AHST et & mruet w3faar
et €t Wiféar feg et € rar
We3T M3 dEdt 1 UfermsT i
o gEl gB<3 W TaeT e an
o ferm 39’3 fagd a3 T | gTet
THATET, HY 39T 93 i a3 s
N {9 H3 39 SR &% AT 9913
I TS| I Ifm 7 € S
I ITEt g% 3 AW TaeT w3
gret Agr3Ta fiw g=rar & et &t
AT §STEL ret /T | gret geraT &t
el dae f<g vrfeg udhs "I gt
& rar & 3T e de feT 3uEls

g9 fegr farar At | gt s@<e3 fiwr
ITET ST T IHT 9HT BET
FIs UT 37 U AHST JreemTar
uauaaﬁé@‘én@maus’r
& afav &t nits wrfed a9 fiogt
JTEt AT | Mt et 98 erfed afon
ot muts usa o fAyg set
WMTTHI FUIH JI¢, ITI HIIT I
THEIUST TIPS IZF YT I T |
or 95 et 8= 3 fRw graTeT
HHE'T JEEMTT YIUST IHet &
wrUSt Udtis U = BEt @9
I Uts It 531 9 I AIT 1 =t
Ut 39 I& | gt fiwt € fagret €t
got feg d=s o3 flwags an
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Trump’s Global Trade Gamble: Where His
Tariff Deals Stand as August Deadline Looms

As U.S. President Donald
Trump’s August 1 tariff deadline
approaches, global markets are
watching closely. After vowing to
impose sweeping import taxes
earlier this year, Trump
introduced a 90-day pause in
April to avoid economic shock
and to negotiate individual deals.
Despite promising “90 deals in
90 days,” only a few have been
finalized, with several more in the
framework stage and many

lacking concrete
implementation timelines.
The most recent and

comprehensive agreement came
with the European Union.
Announced on July 27, the deal
sets a 15 percent tariff on 70
percent of European imports to
the U.S., averting a threatened
30 percent rate.
Pharmaceuticals,
semiconductors, and auto parts
are included, though
negotiations on the remaining
30 percent are ongoing. Trump

also claimed major energy
investments from European
companies, but not all of these
are legally binding.

Japan struck a similar deal on
July 22, reducing tariffs on
Japanese imports to 15 percent
from a proposed 25 percent. In
return, Japan agreed to invest
$550 billion into the U.S. and
open its markets to American
autos and rice. Japanese
carmakers like Toyota and

Honda stand to benefit, while
rival firms from other nations
worry about competitive
disadvantages. Deals with the
Philippines and Indonesia were
also recently announced. After
a July 22 meeting, Philippine
tariffs were trimmed to 19
percent, with the U.S. promising
zero tariffs on its exports to the
country. Indonesia reached a
similar understanding on July
15, with U.S. goods reportedly

entering duty-free, although
further talks are expected to
reduce Indonesian tariffs even
more. Trump’s Vietnam
agreement, unveiled July 2, will
let U.S. exports enter tariff-free,
while Vietnamese goods will
face a 20 percent levy. A sharp
40 percent tariff will also target
transshipping practices, which
the U.S. claims China uses to
skirt higher duties. The United
Kingdom was one of the earliest

signatories, reaching a deal on
May 8. The agreement promised
tariff reductions on goods like
steel, autos, olive oil, and wine.
However, its rollout was slow,
and the U.K. only received
partial relief from Trump’s new
50 percent steel and aluminum
tariffs, maintaining a 25 percent
rate instead. China, the focal
point of the trade war, reached
afragile truce in May. Tariffs were
scaled back from a staggering
145 percent to 30 percent on
Chinese goods and from
125 percent to 10 percent
on U.S. products. While
China agreed to ease
access to rare earth
minerals, and the U.S.
pledged to lift several
restrictions, the full terms
remain unclear. Talks in
Stockholm on July 29
suggested a mutual desire to
delay further tariffs set for
August 12, but no final
agreement was reached.

U.S. President Donald Trump has

administration as part of a broader

Trump Keeps 23% Tariffs on Mexico, Begins 90- Day Trade Negotlatlon Window

announced a 90-day negotiation
period with Mexico following a call with
Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum, while maintaining steep
tariff rates on a range of Mexican
imports. The announcement, made via
Trump’s Truth Social account on
Thursday, signaled an ongoing tough
stance as the two nations enter a new
phase of economic talks.

In his post, Trump described the call
as “very successful,” suggesting that
the two leaders were developing a
better mutual understanding. Despite
this, there was no rollback of the 25%
tariffs that have been imposed on a
broad range of Mexican goods,
particularly in the automotive sector.
Trump reiterated that Mexican
vehicles entering the U.S. would
continue to be taxed at 25%, and
added that key industrial materials
like copper, aluminum, and steel
would face a 50% tariff. The tariffs
were initially justified by the Trump

effort to curb fentanyl trafficking,
although concrete links between trade
and drug enforcement have not been
clearly outlined. Trump also claimed
that Mexico would be eliminating its
“Non Tariff Trade Barriers,” though he
provided no further details on which
specific regulations or policies would
be dismantled. Some Mexican
exports are still shielded from the

latest tariffs under the existing U.S.- |

Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA),
which was renegotiated by Trump
during his first term. However, the
president’s recent rhetoric suggests
growing dissatisfaction with the deal,
which is slated for review in 2026.
Earlier this year, Trump imposed
tariffs on goods from both Mexico and
Canada, signaling a broader shift
away from multilateral trade
frameworks and toward more
protectionist policies. The U.S.
Commerce Department’s Census
Bureau reported a trade deficit of

$171.5 billion with Mexico in 2024,
highlighting the depth of economic
interdependence between the two
countries. The deficit reflects the fact

that the U.S. imported significantly
more from Mexico than it exported, a
key concern for Trump, who has long
pushed for trade balances to favor

American production. As talks
proceed over the next three months,
the outcome could determine the future
of U.S.-Mexico trade relations.
Business leaders on both sides of the
border are watching closely, hoping for
greater clarity and stability amid
escalating tariff measures.

A U.S. trade delegation is
scheduled to visit India on
August 25 for the sixth round
of negotiations on a proposed
bilateral trade agreement, as
both nations aim to finalize an

earlier this year.
On April 2, Trump
announced a
series of reciprocal
tariffs targeting =

U.S. Delegation to Visit India on August 25 for
Key Trade Negotiations Ahead of Tariff

U.S. President Donald Trump the sticking points remains However, India has resisted any
concessions in the
sector,
consistent with its past
free trade agreements.
Domestic farmers’

dairy

respectively. The Indian side is
also requesting duty
concessions on exports from
labor-intensive sectors like
textiles, garments, leather,
gems and jewellery, plastics,

interim deal before the looming
August 1 tariff deadline. The
latest developments follow the
conclusion of the fifth round of
talks in Washington last week,
where India’s chief negotiator
Rajesh Agrawal and U.S.
Assistant Trade Representative
Brendan Lynch led
deliberations. The urgency
stems from the approaching
expiration of the suspension
period for tariffs imposed by

multiple countries,
including India.
While the 268~
percent tariffswere |
initially suspended |
for 90 days and |
later extended to
August 1, =S
negotiators onfg
both sides are

under pressure to finalize at Washington’s push for Indiato steel,

‘ i’ ,’Jl ‘ ; ’

groups have also urged
the Indian government
| to exclude agricultural
issues from the
negotiations entirely.
India, on its part, is
seeking the removal of
"| the 26 percent tariff,
along with relief from
additional duties on

aluminum, and

least a provisional deal to avoid open its markets to American automobiles, which currently
renewed trade tensions. One of agricultural and dairy products. stand at 50 and 25 percent

and various agricultural
products including shrimp,
grapes, and bananas.
Meanwhile, the U.S. is
pressing for lower tariffs on
industrial goods, electric
vehicles, wine,
petrochemical products, tree
nuts, genetically modified
crops, and dairy products.
These areas remain
contentious as both sides
work to align their interests.
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Between The Lines: What Dhankar's Exit Means for BJP And Parliament

The resignation of Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankar has the potential of
turning into a storm, especially as the
Monsoon Session of Parliament is on.

Dhakar has cited deteriorating health
as the reason. However, the abruptness
of his action, announced through a post
on “X” at 9.25 pm at the end of a day
during which he had been active in his
role as chairman of Rajya Sabha, has
set Lutyen's Delhi's grapevine abuzz. The
outgoing Vice-President's visit to Jaipur
on Wednesday July 23 was notified by
his secretariat earlier in the day. This,
too, added to the grist.

During the day, he had perhaps gone
contrary to the government's
announcement that the impeachment
proceedings against Justice Yashwant
Verma would be initiated through the Lok
Sabha. He admitted a parallel motion in
Rajya Sabha and also outlined the
intricacies of the setting up of a three-
member panel to look into the charges.

With Rajya Sabha in the picture, the
Vice-President of India and the Speaker
of Lok Sabha are to jointly appoint the
panel. Had Rajya Sabha not admitted the
motion, the prerogative would have rested
on the Lok Sabha Speaker alone.

The first Vice-President to resign from
his post, V.V. Giri, had done so on July
20, 1969. Giri was sworn in as acting
President on May 3 after the death of
President Zakir Hussain. He decided to
contest for President of India as an
Independent (with overt support of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, who was opposed
to the choice of Neelam Sanjiva Reddy
as official candidate of Congress) and
thus quit to make the process fair, though
there was no bar on his contesting while
in office.

Moments before resigning as Acting
President, Giri appended his signature
to the Bank Nationalisation Ordinance,
which was a signature slab of Indira
Gandhi's “Garibi Hatao” plank. His
resignation set in motion a train of events
that altered the history of India's politics.

Onus on Consensus

Dhankar's resignation will add some

heat to the political cauldron. Speculation

has been rife over the choice of the next
President of the BJP, with incumbent J.P.
Nadda having overshot his tenure by a
few years. The ruling dispensation's
complexities will enhance. The new
incumbent has to be someone
acceptable to the party organisation as
well as its mentor body, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). The new
Vice President of India will have to be
someone acceptable to National
Democratic Alliance partners
(NDA). Thus, consensus-
building will hit its zenith.

The NDA has adequate
numbers in the electoral college
for the election of Vice
President. Notably, when
Dhankar was elected in 2022,
the BJP had a clear majority in
the Lok Sabha. Post-2024, it
now needs NDA allies.

Choosing Dhankar's
successor isn't a time-bound task. Article
63 of the Constitution of India, which
deals with the office of the Vice-President,
the ex-officio Chairman of Rajya Sabha,
says the vacancy should be filled “as
soon as possible”. The Election
Commission has to determine the date.
The words “as soon as possible” also
appear in Article 93, which deals with
Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Lok
Sabha. It says the House shall elect two
of its members “as soon as possible” to
these two posts. No election has taken
place for Deputy Speaker after M.
Thambidurai demitted office in June 2019
on the expiry of the term of 16th Lok
Sabha. The 17th Lok Sabha (June 2019
-24) had no Deputy Speaker and the
current House is yet to elect one.

Harivansh to Hold Fort

There is no proviso for an ‘Acting Vice
President'. However, since Parliament is
in session, the duties of the presiding
office of the Council of States (Rajya
Sabha) will fall upon Harivansh Narain
Singh, who has been the Deputy
Chairman since August 2018. A
distinguished editor before being elected
to Rajya Sabha on Janata Dal (United)
ticket from Bihar, he will hold charge, just

as his predecessor Violet Alva had done
when Giri quitin 1969.

Harivansh is the 13th Deputy
Chairman in the history of Rajya Sabha.
All his predecessors retired as Deputy
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, with the
sole exception of Pratibha Patil, a former
Speaker of Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha,
who went on to become Rajasthan's
Governor and in 2007 was elected the
President of India.

The NDA's coalition politics in the run-
up to Bihar elections also create a
possibility of Harivansh's elevation.
However, seeing recent appointments,
which have given primacy not only to BJP
insiders but also emphasised on their
RSS credentials, this seems an unlikely
option.

Dhankar began his political career as
a Janata Dal leader and was made a
deputy minister by Prime Minister
Chandrashekhar. He joined the BJP a few
years back and was soon appointed the
Governor of West Bengal. His tenure in
Kolkata was marked by his run-ins with
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.
Dhankar was the second new entrant to
the BJP after Satyapal Malik to have
gained prominence in the Narendra Modi-
era, chagrining the Sangh's old guard.
The fallout of his resignation may cause
a lively organisational debate in the BJP.
Vice President's Function Apart from
presiding over Rajya Sabha, the Vice
President of India has no other defined
duties. Article 65 says the Vice President
shall discharge the functions of the
President during the temporary absence
of the President, iliness or any other
cause by reason of which he is unable

to discharge his functions. The First
President, Dr Rajendra Prasad, in June
1960 had asked Vice President Dr
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan to act as
President for a fortnight when he went
on an official visit to the USSR. In May
1961, Dr Prasad took seriously ill and
underwent surgery, and then as well Dr
Radhakrishnan discharged the duties of
the President. He was elected as
President in May 1962 after Dr Prasad
retired. When President Fakhruddin Al
Ahmed (who signed the proclamation of
Emergency) passed away in February
1977 (while the Lok Sabha election
process was on), Vice President B.D.
Jatti became acting President. He
accepted the resignation of Indira Gandhi
and swore in Janata Party Prime Minister
Morarji Desai in March. Jatti served as
Vice President for just over a month under
President Neelam Sanjiva Reddy, who
was elected in July 1977 and retired on
completion of his five-year term on
August 31, 1977.
Line of President's Succession

In May 1969, anticipating a
constitutional crisis in case Acting
President V.V. Giri would not be able to
discharge his duties, the Second
Schedule of the Constitution was
amended and The President (Discharge
of Functions) Act 1969 ( Act 16 of 1969)
was enacted, which laid down that in the
event of the occurrence of vacancies in
the offices of both President and Vice
President, the Chief Justice of India, or,
in his absence, the seniormost judge of
Supreme Court available, shall discharge
the functions of the President of India.
Thus, a vacancy in the post of Vice
President does not leave the Presidency
in limbo. Either the Chief Justice of India,
or, in his absence, the seniormost
Supreme Court Judge may act as
President. Chief Justice M. Hidayatullah
thus became Acting President in July
1969. He received US President Richard
Nixon on July 31, 1969, when the latter
was in India on a state visit. Hidayatullah,
after retiring from the Supreme Court, was
elected as Vice-President in 1979 and
served till 1984.

The Vice Presidents of India | Know

| still remember that muggy
morning in Delhi fourteen years ago.
For the first time ever in my life, | was
meeting a person holding a high
constitutional office. The then Vice
President of India, Mr Hamid Ansari.
It was my first day in Parliament. After
being sworn in, he called some of us
rookies for an informal chat over coffee.
The conversation flowed. Noticing that
it had been well over 15 minutes, he
asked us to come home soon to
continue our chat. We went over a few
days later. Exciting. A person holding
the second-highest constitutional office
in India, finding the time to meet MPs
who were ‘newbies'. Hamid Ansari had
a long and distinguished career as a
diplomat. Chief of Protocol to
Government of India, High
Commissioner to Australia,
Permanent Representative to the UN,
Ambassador to Afghanistan, Iran, and
Saudi Arabia.

Then the thirteenth Vice
President of India. What is lesser-
known of this Kolkata-born, is that he
was a middle-order wicket-keeper
batsman who won a college cap. In

fact, as the Ambassador to Iran, he
introduced cricket to the staff of the
Indian Embassy, and it is said that he
popularised the sport in that country.
As the Chairman of Rajya Sabha, Mr
Ansariintroduced many innovations in
the Council of States. When
Parliament was in session, he used
to host a coffee meeting everyday from
10.30to 10.55 am. This informal catch-
up with floor leaders and chief whips
of parties helped the Opposition and
the Treasury Benches to try and reach
a consensus on the order of play for
the day. As Chairman, Mr Ansari had
one rule cast in stone: no bill to be
passed in the din.

This ensured that the
government of the day could not
bulldoze legislation, Mr Ansari must
get full credit for changing the timings
of Question Hour and Zero Hour. For
over six decades, Question Hour
started at 11 am, followed by Zero
Hour at 12 noon. The Chairman
noticed that Question Hour would
often be disrupted because members
wanted to raise crucial issues at the
start of the day. In 2014, Mr Ansari

reversed the timings and since then,
Zero Hour starts at 11 am (members
raise issues of ‘urgent public
importance'), followed by Question
Hour at 12 noon in Rajya Sabha.

His approach to the role as the
Chairman is best exemplified by what
he said: “the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha is not a player but an umpire in
a cricket match... You become a
player; you become partisan”. He is
now living a happy retired life in Delhi,
and has authored many books.

The second Vice President | had the
pleasure to interact with in Rajya Sabha
was Mr Venkaiah Naidu.

A seasoned parliamentarian,
he had held the portfolios of Rural
Development, Urban Development,
Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation,
Information and Broadcasting, and
Parliamentary Affairs as Minister.

History will be kind to Mr Naidu who
did not preside over the House on 20
September, 2020- the day the
contentious Farm Laws were
bamboozled in Parliament. He was born
into an agricultural family. Perhaps
there lies the answer.

Whether it be his chamber or the
floor of the House, Mr Naidu used to
talk in the same tone with everyone -
government or the Opposition.
Admirable. And | must mention,
whenever he hosted us in the Vice
President's house, the non vegetarian
Andhra food was terrific. Equal credit
must go to Mrs Naidu for being such
a wonderful host. He once jokingly told
us that he might be the chief outside,
but at home he had a Home Minister!

Mr Naidu loved delivering snappy
one-liners. On students going abroad
for higher studies, he quipped, “learn,
earn, and return”. When asked if he
had aspirations to become
Rashtrapati, he wittily replied that he
was happy being Ushapati (husband
of Usha, Mrs Usha Naidu is his wife).
Then there was the famous line, “The
Left can never be right”. While he had
a great sense of humour, he was also
very sentimental, often getting visibly
misty-eyed when emotive issues were
discussed in Parliament. The
fourteenth Vice President of India, Mr
Jagdeep Dhankar. The subject of a
column. Someday.
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The 'Real Bengh On Migrant Polltlcs In Bengal And Assam

A controversy is brewing, which,
some political commentators assume,
may influence the sundry 'bhadralok' in
the upcoming assembly elections in
West Bengal. The state, especially
since 1977, has stood out on the
country's political map like the tiny
Gaulish village imagined by Rene
Goscinny in his Asterix series. For most
of its political history, West Bengal has
been ruled by parties opposed to the
Centre. There have been occasions when
the conflict has been intense, even
hostile. Rarely have those in power in
Kolkata considered a Union government
"friendly” - rarely, because there have
been brief spells of camaraderie. Now,
when state assembly elections are
expected in March-April 2026, "Bengali
pride" seems to be the main ingredient
in the political cauldron being stirred by
Trinamool Congress (TMC) druids. Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has exhorted
her party members to continue the
"movement" against the detention of
Bengali-speaking migrant workers in
states ruled by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). But will that be enough to
fend off the latter's strong nationalist
appeal? Mamata's lieutenant-
turnedarch-rival and now Leader of
Opposition in the state assembly,
Suvendu Adhikari, has alleged that
these protests are a smokescreen for
hiding administrative controversies. He
has accused the government of trying
to shift focus from corruption, the lack
of safety and security of citizens, and
other burning issues. Adhikari has also
blamed the TMC of harbouring "Bengali-

speaking Rohingya" in West Bengal to
buttress its vote bank.

The Influx From Across

Meanwhile, Banerjee has referred to
the Assam government's notice to at
least two people residing in her state.
One of them, a farmer from West
Bengal's Cooch Behar district, received
a notice late last year from the Assam
Foreigners Tribunal. The allegation was
followed by a rebuttal from Assam chief
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma. He
pointed out in a post on X, "...the people
of Assam - especially Hindus - are
becoming a hopeless minority in our own
land. All this has happened over a span
of just 60 years." Incidentally, assembly
elections are due in Assam at the same
time as West Bengal. For long,

infiltration has been an issue that has
been constantly raised by the two
states. Concerns are voiced over
Bengali-speaking immigrants squatting
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Interestingly, way back in May 2005,
DMK's S. Regupathy, the then Minister
of State for Home Affairs in the

@ Manmohan Singh government, had said

on land owned by the state or by its
indigenous people. Beginning 1979,
Assam witnessed a tumultuous period
that saw students and the intelligentsia
taking to the streets. It was aimed to
address the political, cultural, and
economic concerns of Assamese people
over large-scale illegal immigration into
the state. Six years later, on August 15,
1985, the Assam Accord was signed in
New Delhi by the Union and state
governments, and the leaders of the
movement. Apart from the social,
cultural, and political impacts it made,
the framework established by the Accord
underpins the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) exercises. As is now,
then, too, the NRC exercise in Assam
had drawn flak from the TMC, when in
early 2018, its MP, Sougata Ray,
alleged that the process was a
"conspiracy to drive out Bengali-
speaking people from Assam".

UBP LIMOUSINE
2 514-581-1625

in the Rajya Sabha: "The Government
proposes to prepare a National Register
of Indian Citizens and issue Multipurpose
National Identity Cards to the citizens of
the country". He was answering a

. question on whether there was a proposal

to identify "illegal Bangladeshi migrants
on the basis of separate identity cards
and a pilot project for such door-to-door
verification is already in progress...".

Going By Numbers...

Based on Census figures of 2001 and
2011, a back-of-the-envelope calculation
finds that the Assamese-language
population grew by about 16%, yet its
share in Assam's total population dipped
by 0.42 percentage points in the decade.
In contrast, Bengali speakers expanded
nearly 23% in absolute terms, lifting their
statewide share by 1.37 points between
2001 and 2011.

However, it needs mention here that
the Census of India, 1911, Volume lll,
Assam, in para 100 (pages 96-97),
stated, "The language of the large foreign
population is often returned as Bengali,
and most of the aboriginal tribes in the
plains are bilingual and are just as likely
to return Assamese for their mother
tongue as their own language.” It also
quoted an incident from Lakhimpur, where
enumerators "entered the parents as
speaking Hindi and their infant born in
Lakhimpur as speaking Assamese".
They, agreed the document, were just
following "a rule of thumb".
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Beyond Hesitations: Why The India-UK Trade Deal Is An Inflexion Point

recent signing of the
Comprehenswe Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) between India and the
United Kingdom marks far more than a
simple reduction in tariffs. It is an inflexion
point, a strategic pivot that promises to
redefine the contours of a historically rich
yet often complex relationship. This
landmark agreement, poised to nearly
double bilateral trade to over $112 billion
by 2030, is not merely about immediate
economic gains; it is a profound
testament to a maturing partnership and
a critical investment in the prosperity and
opportunities for future generations in
both nations.
Moving Forward
For too long, the narrative of Indo-UK
relations has been shadowed by the
echoes of a colonial past. While that
history must never be forgotten, it is
equally crucial to acknowledge the
evolving dynamics of a modern,
democratic India and a globally engaged
Britain. The CETA actively seeks to
transcend this historical baggage, forging
a bond based on mutual respect, shared
values, and reciprocal economic benefit.
It acknowledges India's emergence as a
global economic powerhouse and the
UK's post-Brexit aspiration to forge new,
dynamic trade alliances. This agreement,
therefore, is not a relic of the past, but a
blueprint for a forward-looking,
contemporary partnership.
What's On Offer

From India's perspective, the

agreement offers unprecedented market
access to one of the world's most
sophisticated economies. With 99% of
Indian exports gaining duty-free access
to the UK market, sectors like textiles,

leather goods, marine products, gems
and jewellery, and engineering goods
stand to gainimmensely. These are often
labour-intensive sectors, and the
elimination of tariffs will not only boost
export volumes but also create significant
employment opportunities across India.
This is a powerful enabler of the 'Make
in India' initiative, allowing Indian
manufacturers to compete more
effectively on a global stage and integrate
deeper into international supply chains.
The potential for Indian farmers to access
premium UK markets for agricultural
produce, with tariffs eliminated on 95%
of agricultural and processed food
exports, is another significant boon,
offering diversification and better prices.
Furthermore, the easing of professional
mobility for Indian skilled workers and
professionals into 35 UK sectors for up
to two years, without the need for a local
office, is a game-changer for India's
services sector, fostering cross-cultural
collaboration and knowledge exchange.

From the British point of view, the UK
stands to gain substantial access to
India's burgeoning market of 1.4 billion
people, with our rapidly growing middle
class and increasing disposable
incomes. The significant reduction in
India's historically high tariffs on key
British exports, such as Scotch whisky,
automobiles, and medical devices,
opens up vast new avenues for British
businesses. The immediate halving of
whisky duties, with further reductions to
40% over a decade, is a particularly
welcome development for a flagship
British industry - as Prime Minister Keir
Starmer was quick to note. Similarly,
the dramatic tariff reduction on electric
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vehicles from 110% to 10% under
specified quotas signals a strategic
opening for UK car manufacturers.
Beyond goods, the agreement's
comprehensive provisions on services
and digital trade are crucial for the UK's
service-driven economy, ensuring greater
certainty and transparency for
businesses. The commitment to
streamline customs procedures and
reduce technical barriers will make trade
faster and more efficient, benefiting
businesses of all sizes, particularly
SMEs.
Deeper Than Just Trade

The true significance of this
agreement, however, lies not just in the
immediate economic uptick, but in its
potential to shape a qualitatively better
relationship for future generations. By
institutionalising frameworks for
cooperation in areas beyond traditional
trade, such as innovation, research,
climate action, and education, the CETA
lays a robust foundation for a truly
comprehensive partnership. The 'Vision
2035' roadmap, agreed alongside the
CETA, emphasises collaborations in
defence, technology, and green energy,
recognising the shared strategic
interests and global challenges both
nations face. Defence is a new
development and, given the “hesitations
of history”, a particularly striking one.
This holistic approach ensures that the
benefits of the agreement will ripple far
beyond mere financial transactions,
fostering deeper understanding and
shared progress.

A Shared World

For young Indians and Britons, this

agreement opens up a world of

interconnected opportunities. Easier
access to each other's markets will lead
to a greater variety of goods and services,
potentially lowering prices for consumers.
It will encourage more cross-border
investment, leading to job creation and
economic dynamism. The provisions for
professional mobility and mutual
recognition of qualifications will facilitate
educational and career pathways,
allowing future generations to learn from
and contribute to each other's societies.
It will foster a climate of collaboration in
cutting-edge fields like Al, clean energy,
and healthcare, addressing global
challenges through joint research and
development. Moreover, the CETA's
inclusion of progressive chapters on social
and developmental issues, such as labour
rights, gender equality, and anti-
corruption, sets a new benchmark for
India's trade negotiations. This
commitment to ethical and sustainable
trade practices underscores a shared
vision for responsible globalisation,
offering a hopeful precedent for future
international agreements. It signals to
future generations that economic
prosperity need not come at the expense
of social justice or environmental
responsibility. In an increasingly
fragmented and uncertain global
landscape, the Indo-UK Trade Agreement
stands as a powerful testament to the
enduring value of international cooperation
and open markets. Itis a bold statement
that nations, even with diverse histories,
can forge new paths of partnership based
on mutual benefit and shared aspirations.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has hailed
the significance of the trade agreement
for future generations.
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Decathlon to Boost India Sourcing to $3
Billion by 2030, Creating 300,000 Jobs

French sports retailer
Decathlon is significantly
scaling up its sourcing
operations in India, with plans to
increase procurement from the
country to $3 billion by 2030. The
company currently sources
$480 million worth of goods from

international markets. This
strategic expansion is aimed at
serving growing demand while
deepening India’s role as a global
production hub. At present, India
contributes 8% to Decathlon’s
global sourcing volume. The

India for both domestic 'and

._
company is targeting an increase
to 15% by the end of the decade.
India is already one of
Decathlon’s top four sourcing
markets, and 70% of all products
sold within the country in 2025
were manufactured locally. That
number is expected to rise to

90% by 2030. Decathlon
operates 132 stores across 55
Indian cities and plans to expand
its retail network to over 90 cities
within the next five years.
According to Frederic Merlevede,
Decathlon’s head of global
production, the decision to ramp
up operations reflects confidence
in India’s growing manufacturing
capabilities, particularly in high-
demand categories like footwear,
fitness gear, and technical
equipment. He also pointed out

| the potential boost from a future

India—EU free trade agreement.
India’s manufacturing strength is
evident in Decathlon’s current
supply chains: 35% of the
brand’s umbrellas, 60% of its
global rugby balls, and more than
20% of its textile needs originate
from India. The company plans
to diversify further, adding
products like alloy-carbon bicycle

frames, technical textiles, sports
electronics, and children’s
accessories to its Indian sourcing
portfolio. Deepak D’Souza, who
heads Decathlon’s India
production, highlighted India’s
robust supply panel and noted the
company’s strong footprint in
backpacks, badminton rackets,
gloves, and cricket gear. Rather
than building its own factories,
Decathlon  will  continue
collaborating with 83 suppliers and
113 third-party manufacturing sites
across India, supported by seven
production offices. As part of its
expansion, the company projects
the creation of more than 300,000
direct and indirect jobs. The cricket
category, already fully designed
and produced in India, will be a
key focus, along with sports rooted
in Indian culture such as yoga.
Decathlon first began sourcing
from India in 2000.

Tata Consultancy Services to Cut Over 12,000 Jobs
Amid Global Tech Slowdown and Al Transition

CS|

TATA

CONSULTANCY

SERVICES

Tata Consultancy Services 12,200 jobs—about 2 percent
(TCS), India’s largest IT of its workforce—in the 2026

services firm, has announced financial

year. The job

plans to cut approximately reductions will primarily affect

mid- and  senior-level
management, as the company
navigates a shift toward
emerging technologies and
artificial intelligence. In a
statement released Sunday,
TCS confirmed that the
workforce reduction is part of a
broader restructuring effort
aimed at retraining and
redeploying talent to new
markets and services.

The company

emphasized that the transition
is being handled carefully to
avoid disruptions in service
delivery for clients.

The move comes as
India’s $283 billion IT sector
grapples with shrinking global
tech budgets, delayed project
launches, and prolonged client
decision-making. Ongoing
economic pressures—including
persistent inflation and
uncertainty over U.S. trade

policies—have led to reduced
spending on non-essential IT
services. TCS CEO K.
Krithivasan recently
acknowledged the slowdown,
citing hesitancy among clients
to initiate new projects.
Despite these challenges, the
company is investing heavily in
next-generation technologies,
including Al, as it looks to
reposition itself for long-term
growth.

Indian Envoy to Cuba Faces Supreme Court
Scrutiny Over Dual Marriage, Customary Divorce

India’s ambassador to Cuba,
Thongkomang Armstrong Changsan, is
at the center of a legal and moral
dispute after ending up with two wives,
prompting the Supreme Court to
intervene and seek a humane
resolution to the complex matrimonial
issue. The conflict stems from a 1994
church marriage under the Christian
Marriage Act, which was later dissolved
through customary tribal practices—
an action that India’s judiciary now
deems invalid.

The Gauhati High Court ruled
in 2022 that Changsan’s first marriage
to Neikhol Changsan, solemnized in a
church, could not be annulled by
village elders or tribal customs. The
court clarified that such marriages
must be dissolved through legal
proceedings in a high court or district
court under the Divorce Act of 1869.
However, relying on tribal practices,
Changsan remarried and has a
daughter from each marriage. Now, the
Supreme Court has taken a firm
stance. During a hearing, Justices
Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi

noted that the high court’s decision was
legally correct and expressed
“absolutely no sympathy” for the
diplomat.

Acknowledging that the
ambassador has lived with his second
wife for over a decade, the bench aims
to find a practical path forward for
Neikhol, who has raised their daughter
alone and claims to have been
estranged from her due to her husband’s

manipulative actions. Representing
himself, Changsan claimed to have
been providing Rs 20,000 per month
as maintenance and had given Neikhol
a home in Delhi.

Senior advocate Menaka
Guruswamy, appearing for the
ambassador, said he had financially
supported their daughter, who currently
resides in Bengaluru. But Neikhol told
the court she has had no support

raising their child and now feels
emotionally abandoned by her as well.

The Supreme Court has asked
the ambassador to facilitate a meeting
between Neikhol and her daughter in
Bengaluru, covering her travel and
accommodations and paying an interim
amount of Rs 3 lakh to assist the
process.

The court suggested the
daughter could play a crucial role in
resolving the dispute and urged the
ambassador to encourage her to
reconnect with her mother.
Significantly, the Kuki Inpi of Assam,
the highest body governing the Kuki
tribe, has also stated that tribal
customary law cannot dissolve a
Christian marriage performed in a
church, nor can it force reunification
against the will of either spouse.

With both legal precedent and
tribal leadership opposing the
legitimacy of the customary divorce,
the Supreme Court is now attempting
to chart a course that respects the law
while addressing the personal hardship
endured by Neikhol.
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Sikh Man Stabbed To Death In
London, 3 Women Among 5 Arrested

The force said its officers had arrested Amardeep Singh, 27, on suspicion of the murder that took place on July 23.

London: A 30-year-old British Sikh man has been
stabbed to death in east London in an attack involving
people known to each other, the UK police believe.

Gurmuk Singh, known as Gary, died last week in
Felbrigge Road, llIford in East London, and was
formally named by Metropolitan Police on Thursday.

The force said its officers had arrested Amardeep
Singh, 27, on suspicion of the murder that took place
on July 23. He has since been charged with one count
of murder and remains in custody until his next court
appearance at London's Old Bailey for trial on January
5,2026.

"Police were called by the London Ambulance
Service to reports of an altercation at a residential

address," said the Met Police statement. "Officers
attended as Gary was treated for stab wounds. Despite
the best efforts of the paramedics, he sadly died at
the scene," it said.

Detectives also arrested a 29-year-old man and
three women aged 29, 30 and 54 in connection with
the fatal stabbing. They have all since been released
on bail until October while the police investigation
continues."Gary was a well-loved man who had a
remarkable ability to connect with everyone he met,"
his family said in a statement released by the police.

"Atrue social butterfly, nothing brought him more
joy than being surrounded by his family. Gary will be
deeply missed, but his memory will live on in our hearts

forever," they said. A post-mortem examination has
indicated the cause of death as a stab wound to the
left thigh, with an inquest opened and adjourned while
the police investigation into the attack is ongoing.
Detective Chief Inspector Joanna Yorke from the
Met's Specialist Crime North unit said at the time of
the attack that detectives believed it was an "isolated
incident". "An incident of this nature sends
shockwaves throughout the local area and we
understand the direct impact on the community.
People can expect to see an uptick in police
presence while officers conduct initial investigations.
Please do not hesitate to speak to them if you have
any concerns at all," she said.

Indian-origin man suffers facial fractures in racist assault in Ireland

A 32-year-old Indian-origin man was attacked by six teenagers in Dublin, leaving him with a

fractured cheekbone. The assault, similar to a recent gang attack in Tallaght, has raised
concerns. The survivor, Santosh Yadav, accused Irish police of inaction, while activists warn

A 32-year-old Indian-origin man,
Santosh Yadav, was brutally attacked
by a gang of six teenagers near his
Dublin apartment, leaving him with a
fractured cheekbone and multiple
injuries. The assault comes just days
after a 40-year-old Indian man was
beaten and stripped by a teenage
gang in Tallaght, raising fresh

concerns over a surge in racially [

motivated violence in Ireland.

Yadav, who moved to Ireland in
2021, said he approached the Irish
police but accused them of "delaying
things."

He also claimed that racist
attacks on Indians are increasing
across Dublin. Migrant advocacy
groups have backed these concerns,
warning that inadequate police
training has made it harder for victims
to report hate crimes.In a social
media post, entrepreneur Santosh
Yadav alleged the teenagers snatched
his glasses and beat him mercilessly.
He called it an unprovoked racist
attack.

The 32-year-old man, in his
LinkedIn post, said, "They (teenagers)
snatched my glasses, breaking them,
and then beat me relentlessly across
my head, face, neck, chest, hands,
and legs—leaving me bleeding on the
pavement."

He managed to contact the Garda,
and an ambulance rushed him to
Blanchardstown Hospital, where
medical staff confirmed his injuries
and referred him for specialist care,
according to his post.

N

Yadav claimed that racist attacks
on Indians and other minorities are
surging across Dublin.

"This is not an isolated incident.
Racist attacks on Indian men and
other minorities are surging across
Dublin—on buses, in housing estates,
and on public streets," he added.

He accused the Irish government
of not taking any action against the
attackers.

"The government is silent. There is
no action being taken against these
perpetrators. They run free and are
emboldened to attack again," the post
read.

Talking to a Dublin-based news
outlet, he said the attackers might
have used a small chain to attack him,
which he said lasted three minutes
before the teenagers fled the spot.

"They had something. It might have
been a small chain, but | couldn't

that misinformation is fuelling rising anti-migrant violence.

identify it because they started hitting
me. They hit me on the chest, back,
hands, and legs," Dublin Live
quoted him as saying.

The incident left Yadav too
fearful to step out of his house,
according to the report.

The senior data scientist, who
came to Ireland in 2021, said, "I'm
a bit worried about whether Dublin
is a good option to work or to live.
This is really disappointing. In my
case, I'm a single child. My father
passed away when | was very
young. | only have my mother in
India," Dublin Live reported.

"So | left my own country to
come here to work and contribute,
to do something good. Every month
| pay almost 40% tax, and this
happens. This is not a safe place
anymore. It's mentally disturbing,
frustrating, and disappointing," he

was quoted as saying by the news
outlet.

DELAYS BY THE IRISH POLICE:
INDIAN-ORIGIN MAN

Yadav, who wrote multimodel Al
scientist in his LinkedIn bio, said he
attempted to report the incident to the
guards but claimed the Irish Police
were "delaying things".

"Since the incident (which
reportedly occurred last Sunday), the
guards have called me two times. They
were supposed to come to take the
report, but they haven't. They called
me today and asked me if | could
come to the station. But I'm injured and
not in a condition to go to the Garda
station, so | asked them to come.
They're not taking the case seriously,”
he told Dublin Live.

The attack comes amid growing
concerns about targeted violence
against Indians in Dublin. On July 19,
another Indian was brutally attacked
by a teen gang in Tallaght.

Jennifer Murray, the Irish woman
who came to the aid of the Indian
man, recounted the brutal assault
and noted that it wasn't the first
racially motivated incident to occur
in the area in recent days. "At least
four Indian men and another man
have been facially stabbed by this
gang of teenagers in the last four
days in Tallaght. How many of you
knew that or saw it on the news?
(sic)" Murray said in a video posted
on July 20. Murray hinted that teen
gang or gangs are operating in
Dublin and targeting the Indians.

Six Killed, Dozens Injured in Crowd Crush at Mansa Devi Temple in Haridwar

At least six people have died and
more than 30 others were injured
following a deadly crowd crush at the
Mansa Devi Temple in Haridwar,
located in India’s northern
Uttarakhand state. The tragedy
unfolded on Sunday when a high-
voltage overhead power line
reportedly snapped and fell onto a
section of the temple path, triggering
panic among the thousands of
gathered devotees.

According to police officials,
the sudden fall of the live wire caused

chaos, leading to a frantic stampede
as worshippers scrambled to flee the
scene. One person was reportedly
electrocuted, while the others
succumbed to injuries sustained in
the crush that followed. Local
authorities quickly responded with
emergency personnel and launched
a rescue operation, rushing the
injured to a nearby hospital.

Vinay Shankar Pandey, a
senior Uttarakhand government
official, confirmed the fatalities and
stated that the situation is now under

control. “The panic led to tragic
consequences,” Pandey told the
Associated Press, adding that the
state is investigating the cause of the
power line collapse and whether
adequate crowd control measures
were in place.

The incident has drawn
nationwide attention, with
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami expressing his grief on
social media and promising a full
investigation.

The Mansa Devi Temple is

one of Haridwar’s most visited
pilgrimage sites, drawing millions
annually, especially during the holy
months. Stampedes at religious
gatherings remain a recurring
tragedy in India, often attributed to
poor crowd management, inadequate
infrastructure, and lack of emergency
protocols. Similar deadly incidents
occurred earlier this year in Odisha,
Goa, and Uttar Pradesh,
underscoring the urgent need for
stricter safety measures at large
public religious events.
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Pakistan jails more than 100 members of
ex-PM Imran Khan's party for 2023 riots

LAHORE, - A Pakistani anti-
terrorism court on Thursday sentenced
more than 100 members of jailed former
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s party to
prison terms on charges related to riots

that targeted military sites in 2023, a court |

order said. Fifty-eight of the defendants,
who included parliamentarians and senior
officials, were sentenced to 10 years in
prison and the rest were given sentences
ranging from one to three years, the court
said.The accused include Omar Ayub

Khan and Shibli Faraz, the leaders of |
Khan'’s opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e- =

Insaf party (PTI) in the lower and upper
houses of parliament respectively, the
court order seen by Reuters read. “The
prosecution has proved its case against
the accused without a shadow of doubt,”
it said in announcing the sentences.
Khan, who has been in prison since 2023

facing charges of corruption, land fraud
and disclosure of official secrets, is being
tried separately on similar charges related
to the riot. The government accuses him
and other leaders of inciting the May 9,
2023, protests, during which
demonstrators attacked military and

government buildings, including the army
headquarters in Rawalpindi.He denies
wrongdoing and says all the cases are
politically motivated as part of a military-
backed crackdown to dismantle his party.
The military denies it. Khan'’s arrest had
prompted the countrywide violent

protests.

Thursday’s ruling does not directly affect
the incitement case against him in which
prosecution is still presenting witnesses.
The PTI party said it will challenge the
verdict.

The ruling is the third such mass
conviction this month; Khan'’s party says
they have included at least 14 of its
parliamentarians.

They will lose their seats in parliament
under Pakistani laws, which will shred
Khan’s opposition party’s strength.
Another 77 were acquitted for lack of
evidence in the latest verdict, which is
linked to an attack on the office of an
intelligence agency in eastern city of
Faisalabad, the court said.The party
plans new protests starting on August 5,
the second anniversary of Khan'’s jailing,
to demand his release.

Trump's call broke deadlock in Thailand-Cambodia border crisis

BANGKOK - First came a push from the
Malaysian premier, then China reached
out, but it was only after U.S. President
Donald Trump called Thailand's leader
last week that Bangkok agreed to talks
with Cambodia to end an escalating
military conflict.

A flurry of diplomatic efforts over a 20-
hour window sealed Thailand's
participation in ceasefire negotiations with
Cambodia, hosted in Malaysia, halting
the heaviest fighting between two
Southeast Asian countries in over a
decade.Reuters interviewed four people
on both sides of the border to piece
together the most detailed account of
how the truce was achieved, including
previously unreported Thai conditions for
joining the talks and the extent of
Chinese involvement in the process.
When Trump called Thai Acting Prime
Minister Phumtham Wechayachai on
Saturday, two days after fighting erupted
along a 200-km-long stretch of the border,
Bangkok had not responded to mediation
offers from Malaysia and China, said a
Thai government source with direct
knowledge. "We told him that we want
bilateral talks first before declaring a
ceasefire," the source said, asking not
to be named because of the sensitivity of
the issue. Thailand had already made it
clear that it favoured bilateral negotiation
and initially did not want third-party
mediation to resolve the conflict. On
Sunday, a day after his initial call, Trump
said that Thailand and Cambodia had

e e

agreed to meet to work out a ceasefire,
and that Washington wouldn't move ahead
with tariff negotiations with both until the
conflict had ended. The source said as

the Thai and Cambodian foreign ministries
started talking, following Trump's call,
Bangkok set out its terms: the meeting
must be between the two prime ministers
and at a neutral location. "We proposed
Malaysia because we want this to be a
regional matter," the source said.

"The U.S. really pushed for the meeting,"
a second Thai source said, "We want a
peaceful solution to the conflict so we had
to show good faith and accept."A Thai
government spokesperson did not
immediately respond to questions from
Reuters.

Cambodia had accepted the initial
Malaysian offer for talks but it was
Thailand that did not move ahead until
Trump's intervention, said Lim Menghour,
a Cambodian government official working

in 2011, which took several months
including mediation efforts by Indonesia,
then chair of ASEAN. But those talks had

B not directly involved the U.S. and China.

. The fragile ceasefire was holding as of

Thursday, despite distrust on both sides,

4 and neither military has scaled down troop

on foreign policy. Prime Minister Hun
Manet's government also kept a channel
open with China, which had shown
interest in joining any peace talks between
the neighbours, he said, reflecting Phnom
Penh's close ties to Beijing. "We
exchanged regular communication," Lim
Menghour said.

GOOD FAITH

On Monday, Phumtham and Hun Manet
went to the Malaysian administrative
capital of Putrajaya, where they were
hosted by Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim,
also the current chair of the 10-member
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
regional bloc. At the end of their talks,
the two leaders stood on either side of
Anwar, who read out a joint statement
that said Thailand and Cambodia would
enter into a ceasefire from midnight and
continue dialogue. The rapid parleys
echoed efforts to diffuse severe border
clashes between Thailand and Cambodia

deployment along the frontier.

Thailand and Cambodia have, for
decades, quarrelled over undemarcated
parts of their 817 km (508 miles) land
border, which was first mapped by France

in 1907 when the latter was its colony. In

recent months, tensions began building
between the neighbours after the death
of a Cambodian soldiers in a skirmish in
May and escalated into both militaries
bolstering border deployments, alongside
a full-blown diplomatic crisis. After a
second Thai soldier lost a limb last week
to a landmine that Thailand alleged
Cambodian troops had planted, Bangkok
recalled its ambassador to Phnom Penh
and expelled Cambodia's envoy.
Cambodia has denied the charge.

The fighting began soon after. Since the
ceasefire deal, Hun Manet and Phumtham
have been effusive in their praise for
Trump, who had threatened 36% tariffs
on goods from both countries coming to
the U.S., their biggest export market. The
Thai sources did not say whether tariff
talks had been impacted by the border
clashes. Lim Menghour said after the
"positive talks, President Donald Trump
also showed positive developments”
regarding tariffs, without elaborating.

Trump Tariffs: The West Botched Up Russia .. And Now Wants India To Foot The Bill

Both the US and the EU seek to offload
onto our backs some of their continuing
failures in dealing with Russia. They have
imposed a series of draconian sanctions
on Russia for intervening militarily in
Ukraine, but these have not caused the
economic collapse of the country as they
thought it would. Not just that, Trump
himself, encouraged by his bludgeoning
of the EU and Japan on the tariffs issues,
has also rejected the interim agreement
negotiated by the US and Indian sides and
is determined to play hardball with India.

He has announced a 25% tariff on India and
a'penalty’ over that for dealing with Russia.
The objective of the US and the EU has
been to deprive Russia of financial resources
to continue its military operations in Ukraine,
giventhat the export of ol and gas is Russia's
main source of state revenue. In 2022, the
Nord Stream pipeline was blown up to break
the expanding energy link between Russia
and Europe.
Double Standards

The EU has since 2022 progressively

reduced the purchase of Russian oil and

gasinline with its decision to end its energy
dependence on the country. The goal is to
end all such purchases, though oil, gas
and, especially, refined products, continue
to flow to Europe from Russia. This has, of
course, opened up Europe to the charge
of double standards when they exhort other
countries to end oil and gas trade with
Russia. To avoid a steep rise in oil prices
that would damage the global economy and
raise the prices at the pump also for
Western consumers, a 'via media' of a price
cap of $60 per barrel was put on Russian

crude oil on December 5, 2022. On
February 5, 2023, this was extended to
refined petroleum products. The aim was
to prevent an oil price shock as well as to
put a squeeze on Russia's oil earnings.
This cap also prohibited participating
countries from providing shipping,
insurance, and other services for Russian
oil sold above this price, as also prevent
Russia from chartering or insuring oil
tankers unless they complied with these
limits. As it happens, 90% of shipping
insurers are Western.
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Lunch, Now A State Award: What's With
The Growing Pakistan-US Lovefest?

After years of being ignored publicly by recent American administrations,

the turnaround in established policy is baffling. What gives?

In terms of sheer turnaround in
established policy, it beats description.
Recently, the Pakistani Foreign Minister
was in Washington, shaking hands with
the US Secretary of State Marco Rubio,
even as American delegations arrived in
strength in Pakistan after years of being
ignored by previous American
administrations. Even heavier for the
Pakistanis was the bestowing of
Pakistan’s highest military honour on
General ‘Mike’ Kurilla. It’s enough to
make one wonder what the Field Marshal
is up to.

Pakistan Brings Out the Champagne
The Foreign Ministry is, of course,
portraying the whole saga as a success
of no mean order. At one level, that is
entirely justified. The Biden
administration never invited even the
Prime Minister of Pakistan, let alone
meet any of their officials. Now there is
the highly unprecedented lunch of a
sitting Army Chief with the US President
and his cringeworthy batting for a Nobel
Peace Prize for Trump. Despite the US
then bombing a ‘brotherly’ Muslim
country next door - Iran - the Pakistani
administration continued to bend over
backwards to thank Trump for his ‘pro-
active role’ for peace in the region.
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And now comes the final, almost comical
gesture: the award of the highest military
honour for US CENTCOM commander
General ‘Mike’ Kurilla. The sight of a US
General representing the most powerful
democracy in the world standing at
attention in front of a powerless President
Zardari is even more cringeworthy. As
Kurilla well knows, it is Field Marshal
Munir who is in charge, together with
Inter-Services Intelligence (1S1) Chief Lt
Gen Asim Malik as National Security
Advisor. Earlier, Kurilla had praised
Pakistan to the skies for its ‘cooperation’

in fighting terrorism - this after it handed
over one lone terrorist allegedly
responsible for a bombing of US troops
as they left Afghanistan. This gesture
apparently made up for the decades
when it facilitated al Qaeda’s top
leadership on its territory and thereby
was directly responsible for some 3,000
dead troops, over 20,000 wounded, not
including 26 Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) personnel. Now, Pakistan is a
‘phenomenal partner’. It’s enough to
make one gag.

Pakistan’s Premature Ululations
Now comes the bitter truth. The read-
out of the meeting between Dar and
Rubio is terse and to the point, and
sheds light on that mysterious lunch. It
expresses ‘appreciation’ for Pakistan’s
‘constructive role in mediating
conversations with Iran’.

That’s interesting. As of last week,
Pakistan-based Jaish ul Adl had claimed
an attack across the border on a packed
courthouse. Again, on July 28, Pakistan
suspended road travel between the two
countries. But here’s something to note:
not too long ago, Iran’s General Mohsen
Rezae had claimed that Pakistan had
said that if Israel launched nuclear
weapons at Iran, Islamabad would nuke
Israel. In short, this is Pakistan at its
usual game, playing all sides, one
against the other. The US read-out also
mentions counterterrorism operations
against Islamic State-Khorasan; that
means there’s a US hand in Afghanistan,
which has been resisting Pakistani
pressures for quite a while. So, here, too,
Pakistan gets its pound of flesh, not to
mention possible funds for all of this, at
the upcoming US-Pakistan
Counterterrorism Dialogue in August. If
the US doesn’t get this, it needs to look
up its files.

The Minerals Hook

There’s another ‘hook’ to reel in the US.
Rubio mentions “exploring prospects for

enhancing collaboration in the critical
minerals and mining sectors”. Earlier, a
senior State Department official had
travelled to Pakistan - again, in April - to
“advance U.S. interests in the critical
minerals sector at the Pakistan Minerals
Investment Forum”. Naturally, he met
with the Army chief, as did a US
Congressional delegation, which
included the co-chairs of the Pakistan
Caucus, Congressmen Jack Bergman
and Tom Suozzi. The irony inherent in
this was the Pakistani interior minister’s
statement that his country “stood as a
wall between terrorism and the rest of
the world”.

Meanwhile, it seems that Balochistan
has the largest copper and gold
resources in the world, according to the
CEO of America’s Barrick Mining
Corporation, which is exploiting the Reko
Dig mines. Balochistan reportedly has
$6 to $8 trillion worth of untapped mineral
wealth, including vital rare earth elements
like dysprosium, terbium, and yttrium.
The fact that the Baloch are being harried
and killed by the hundreds doesn’t seem
to bother Washington at all.

The problem? China is also heavily
invested in the same region of Chagai
with not just its Saindak mine, but also
a host of power projects, not to mention
the Gwadar port. Beijing is not going to
take such an ingress lightly, especially
since its workers continue to be
attacked in the province. Recently, the
newly minted Field Marshal Munir was
summoned to Beijing, where the
declaration of ‘iron brothers’, etc, aside,
it was rumoured that China was deeply
unhappy with Rawalpindi’s inability to
protect its citizens.

Crypto Capital

There’s more. Just after Operation
Sindoor ended, a newly appointed
Pakistani head for Crypto and
Blockchain, Bilal Saqib, was touring the
US, where he addressed an elite

audience that included the Vice
President JD Vance and Eric Trump and
Donald Trump Jr, at the Bitcoin Vegas
2025 in Las Vegas. There, Sagib sold
Pakistan as one of the largest freelance
markets with 40 million cryptowallets.
With a Minister of State rank and an
Order of the British Empire under his
belt, Saqib is ‘sellable’ abroad, especially
as he also thanked Trump for his
‘peacemaking’ skills.

None of this crypto talk, however, was
backed by Pakistani law, as the State
Bank of Pakistan pointed out. It was not
until July that an ordinance was
promulgated by the President to
establish a regulatory authority for the
purpose. But Pakistan’s regulations are
a mess, and the need to push through
an ordinance rather than a Parliament-
based legislation is being questioned by
critics and likened to the Army-
controlled Strategic Facilitation Council
(SFC), which is completely opaque in
its dealings. Pakistan already had a
crypto holding of about $10 billion, even
before it was legalised, and ranked third
in the Global Crypto Adoption Index in
2020-2021.

Consider that all this activity actually
began in April, when the Texas-based
logistics firm Fr8Technologies offered to
help Pakistan in setting up blockchain
products and crypto advice. The firm is
linked to World Liberty Financial (WLC),
which is owned by members of Trump’s
family. Since then, given the clear US
interest in using Pakistan as a base for
its crypto ambitions, other massive
names like Binance have weighed in.
Irony is that, knowing cryptocurrencies
are much in use by terrorists and the
criminal underground - as the Financial
Action Task Force points out - the US
deliberately chose a country that has
loose financial oversight (at best) and is
entirely army-controlled, to push in
billions in potential investment. Nice.



22 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #520

FRIDAY, 15 AUGUST 2025

St. John’s on Edge as Paddy’s Pond Wildfire
Forces Evacuations and Highway Closures

An out-of-control wildfire near
St. John’s, Newfoundland and
Labrador, has forced residents
from their homes and left
thousands more on evacua-
tion notice as flames creep
dangerously close to densely
populated areas. The Paddy’s
Pond fire, measuring roughly
2.5 square kilometres,
prompted mandatory evacua-
tions in the Three Island Pond
area of Paradise on Tuesday
evening. Police closed nearby
sections of the Trans-Canada
Highway and Peacekeeper’s
Way to give firefighters space
to work, while the provincial
government declared a re-
gional state of emergency.

The fire’s proximity to the
capital has rattled residents,
many of whom have packed
essential belongings in case
they need to flee. “I have two
kids, so we’re taking senti-
mental stuff belonging to
them, because we don’t know

whether our house is going to
be gone,” said local resident
Sherry Mahoney. Others, like
Robert Hutchings, chose to
leave preemptively, gathering
documents, medications, pet
supplies, and valuables. “As
the night progresses, you
don’t get any sleep,” he said.

Record-breaking heat, with
central Newfoundland reach-
ing above 35 C on Tuesday,
and nearly two weeks without
rain on the Avalon Peninsula
have created ideal conditions
for the fire to spread. Premier
John Hogan called the situa-
tion unprecedented and con-

firmed that extreme fire
behaviour forced crews to
withdraw from parts of the
southern fire line. With one of
the province’s four
waterbombers sidelined by a
mechanical issue, officials
are bringing in Black Hawk
helicopters from Utah, ca-

pable of fighting fires over-
night.

The crisis has spurred the pro-
vincial government to raise
fines for violating the fire ban,
starting at $50,000. Munici-
palities such as Harbour
Breton, Hermitage, and com-
munities in the Bay D’Espoir
region have gone further, ban-
ning off-road vehicles in
wooded areas to reduce the
risk of new fires. Meanwhile,
Route 360 — the only road to
Newfoundland’s south coast
— remains closed due to an-
other wildfire, cutting off sev-
eral communities. Officials
are weighing additional re-
strictions, similar to mea-
sures taken in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick. For now,
emergency crews continue to
battle the flames, hoping re-
inforcements and improved
conditions will prevent the fire
from reaching more homes in
the St. John’s region.

Canada Should Scrap Low-Skilled Immigration Pathway for Good

The federal government appears
to be quietly stepping back from
a controversial plan that would
have granted a fast track to per-
manent residency for temporary
foreign workers in low-wage
jobs. Initially outlined in an April
2024 Canada Gazette bulletin,
the proposal aimed to create a
“new permanent economic
class” for workers in TEER 4 and
TEER 5roles, such as food serv-
ers, delivery drivers, cleaners,
and general labourers.

While the idea quickly drew ™
criticism, consultations never £

took place, and the program
was notably absent from Immi-

gration, Refugees and Citizen- | .
ship Canada’s latest three-year |

regulatory plan. Some have la-
mented the potential loss of an
easier route to permanent resi-
dency for low-wage workers al-
ready in Canada. However, the
greater concern is that this
flawed concept may still be sit-
ting on a shelf at IRCC, waiting
to be revived. Ottawa should
make it clear that the plan has
been permanently
abandoned.From the outset, the
initiative faced strong opposi-
tion. Critics argued that every
permanent residency spot
granted to a low-skilled worker
would reduce opportunities for
high-skilled candidates who are
vital to Canada’s long-term eco-
nomic success. Under the
former Express Entry system,
candidates were ranked on a
points-based scale, with invita-
tions going to top scorers most
likely to thrive in higher-wage
employment. That merit-based
system was eroded when the
Trudeau government allowed tar-
geted sector-based selection,
often bypassing higher-scoring
applicants for those with lower
scores but specific work expe-
rience. The shift also coincided

ply of cheap foreign labour. Al-
locating part of Canada’s fixed
annual permanent residency
quota — 395,000 in 2025 and
380,000 in 2026 — to low-wage
workers on alternative terms
risks undermining the fairness
and credibility of the system.
Recent reforms, introduced in
the final months of the Trudeau
government and continued by
the current Liberals, are aimed
at restoring balance. Ottawa’s
goal of reducing temporary resi-
dents from 7.1 percent of the
population to 5 percent by the
end of 2026 reflects a renewed
focus on productivity, efficiency,
and attracting high-skilled tal-
ent. Allowing businesses to re-
main dependent on low-skKill

with looser rules for temporary low-wage labour for non-sea- agenuine labour shortage, and labour during a 6.9 percent un-
foreign workers, making it sonal jobs. Yet a reluctance to Canadian businesses should employment rate runs counter
easier for employers to bring in raise wages does not constitute not be propped up with a sup- to those objectives.

Canada Makes First Posting in India Since Diplomatic
Row, Envoys May be Appointed This Month

New Delhi: Canada has made its first
personnel move into India since withdrawing
41 diplomats, appointing a new head for its
consulate in Mumbai — just six weeks after
the countries’ prime ministers met to reset
strained ties. Global Affairs Canada on
Wednesday (July 30) announced four
diplomatic postings, including appointments
to Jordan, Australia and Libya. Among them
was the notice that Jeff David “will become
Consul General in Mumbai (Republic of
India)”, adding that David"will replace Diedrah
Kelly”. The low-key announcement
effectively marks the end of a freeze on
diplomatic postings in Canadian missions
in India that began in October 2023, when
Canada pulled out 41 diplomats after New
Delhi demanded parity in numbers. Ties had
nosedived following former Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s allegation that
Indian agents were involved in the killing of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Canadian citizen

proscribed as a Khalistani terrorist by India.
Last month, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
met his Canadian counterpart Mark Carney
on the sidelines of the G7 summit in
Kananaskis, Alberta, where the two leaders
agreed to restore high commissioners to
each other’s capitals as the first step toward
reviving diplomatic engagement. While both
sides had agreed to start with the high
commissioners, diplomatic sources
confirmed that Canada’s first actual
appointment is to the Mumbai consulate.
Kelly, the previous consul general in
Mumbai, left India in 2023 and has been
based in Manila since December that
year. Following the initial October 2023
withdrawal, which included officials from
Canadian consulates, there was a further
round of expulsions. In October 2024,
both countries expelled six diplomats
each, including their respective high
commissioners, in a tit-for-tat exchange

after Canadian police alleged a “targeted
campaign against Canadian citizens”
involving Indian agents. India began signalling
a thaw in April this year following Carney’s
election as Canadian prime minister, against
the backdrop of rising global economic
volatility and looming US trade tariffs. After
the Modi-Carney meeting in June, a
Canadian foreign ministry delegation held
talks with counterparts in India’s Ministry
of External Affairs in July.The Wire has
learnt that both sides have formally
sought ‘agrément’ or consent for their
respective high commissioner-
designates. While the process to give
approval usually takes at least three
months, sources said it is being
expedited as both sides are keen to move
quickly. An announcement is likely by the
second half of August. India has nominated
its current envoy to Spain, Dinesh Patnaik,
for the post in Ottawa.
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Presentes

251 India Day~ Unity
Day Festival 2025

Celebrating 79th Indian
Independence Day

* Date: August 17,2025

¢ Location: 395 Jean Talon Ouest
Montreal, QC, Canada H3N 2Y8

¢ Time: 2200 PM - 8:30 PM

Enjoy:

o Live DJ & Music Orchestra

Surprise Artists from India & Local Talent

Bhangra, Bollywood & Traditional Indian Dances

Indian Food Stalls, Boutiques

Indian Ice Creams, Kulfi-Falooda, Golgappa & more

g 7/_.. o i 2 qeuis @ 0, @ =
m;\‘mm )gﬂ\za(:jil'<,\£,J Ko i 723 Wow @ Uc g =

High Commission of Indi Amrit :
YRS o e Mahotsav - A

Free Event i

IGZRCYL I  ovenohusic
ars of -*fw*- D pobrin s 1
COhStltutlon mﬁzg INDIA

--3-”-"— .om

For more info call: (514) 999-8595 & for Stall bookings call: Paramijit Slngh (514) 962-1647
Paul (514) 582-9292, Tanwani (514) 836-8632, Arun (514)434-8722, Kumar (514) 582-7694,
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TheUB Alumni Global Reunion Conference in Bali

The Alumni Global Reunion
Conference took place on Friday,
July 18, 2025 at the Bali Beach Hotel
Sanur. UB's Office of International
Education, Office of Alumni
Engagement and in partnership with
the UB Indonesian Alumni Network
extend their deepest gratitude to
their esteemed host country
sponsors and distinguished alumni,
whose support have been invaluable:
Mr. Halim Kalla (BS '81), Mr. Ridzki
Kramadibrata (MBA '99), Mr. Eri
Reksoprodjo (MBA '88), Dr. Amin
Tjota (MD, PhD '91), Dr. Melawati
Yuwono, and the Tjota Family. Taking
place inthe idyllic paradise of Bali for a
special gathering of True Blue alumni and
friends from around the world. this unique
event offered a perfect opportunity to
reconnect and celebrate UB's proud tradition
of academic excellence and global
engagement.

Participants were able to stay engaged with
UB's impactful research and international
initiatives through insightful panels on
pressing global issues, all while enjoying
Bali's vibrant culture, stunning landscapes,

and rich international connections.

Below is a summary of thepre-conference
eventonJuly 17 and the conference on July
17and 18:

Thursday, July 17,2025

WELCOME SOCIAL & DINNER BY
JIMVBARAN BEACH

3:45 p.m. departure from from Bali Beach
Hotel (transportation provided)

5:00-7:00 p.m. welcome social

welcome drinks

sunset viewing

dinner (provided)

This event was sponsored and brought to
you by Eri Reksoprodjo, President of the
Indonesian Alumni Network

Friday, July 18, 2025

Conference Day Schedule

8:00-8:45 a.m. Registration Check-in &
Networking Coffee Session

8:45-9:00 a.m. Welcome Remarks

Nojin Kwak, Vice Provost for International
Education

Satish K. Tripathi, President of University
at Buffalo

Eri Reksoprodjo, Steering Committee Chair
and President of UB's Indonesia Alumni
Network

’/,y '\%‘ \4 Vﬂ

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 9:00 -9:40 A.M.
PLENARY SESSION: 9:50 - 10:30 A.M.
INTRODUCTION BY KEMPER LEWIS,
DEAN, UB SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
ANDAPPLIED SCIENCES

From Challenges to Catalysts: Reinventing
Higher Education in the Age of Al

Jinjun Xiong, PhD, SUNY Empire Innovation
Professor, Professor Department of
Computer Science and Engineering, School
of Engineering and Applied Sciences and
Director, Institute for Artificial Intelligence
and Data Science, University at Buffalo
MORNING SESSIONS: 11 AM. - 12:30
P.M.

Innovations in Corporate Management

Gig Economy and Social Change

12:30-2 p.m. Lunch

A sumptuous lunch was served to the
participants

AFTERNOON SESSIONS: 2 P.M. - 3:30
P.M.

Mindfulness, Burnout and Exercise
Environment and Sustainable Economy
3:30-4 p.m. Break

STATE OF THE UNIVERSITY ADDRESS:
4-4:40 PM.
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Dr. Satish K. Tripathi, 15th President of the
University at Buffalo

DINNER

5-6 p.m. Pre-Dinner Networking Social
People had a chance to acquaint
themselves with those who did not attend
the conference but were guests brought
along by the attendees.

Part of the pre-dinner activity was also an
ecological release of hundreds of baby
turtles on the beach. It is said that they will
return to the same spot in 15 years to lay
eggs.

6-9 p.m. UB Alumni Global Reunion Al
Fresco Dinner activities were as follows:
Opening Ceremony

Welcome Address by Halim Kalla,
Chairman, Conference Organizing
Committee

Traditional Balinese Performance

Awards Ceremony

Closing Remarks by Nojin Kwak, Vice
Provost of International Education The
reunion and conference was a resounding
success. Participants were already
contemplating on where the next one would
be next year.
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