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VOS DEPUTES FEDERAUX LIBERAUX TIENNENT
A SOULIGNER CETTE DATE IMPORTANTE
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Happy

Indian
Independence Day!

YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL MPs WISH TO

HIGHLIGHT THIS IMPORTANT DATE

DEPUTEE / MP
Dorval—Lachine — LaSalle
Anju.Dhillon@parl.gc.ca

(514) 639-4497

¥y
3
"8 D

> o
FAYCAL EL-KHOURY

DEPUTE / MP
Laval—Les lles
Faycal.El-Khoury@parl.gc.ca
(450) 689-4594

ramwe

NATILIEN JOSEPH

DEPUTE / MP
Longueuil-Saint-Hubert
Natilien.Joseph@parl.gc.ca
(450) 928-4778

HoN. STEVEN GUILBEAULT

DEPUTE / MP
Laurier — Sainte-Marie
Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca

(514) 5221339

NNIE KOUTRAKIS
DEPUTEE/ MP
Vimy
Annie.Koutrakis@parl.gc.ca
(450) 973-5660

MARIE-GABRIELLE MENARD

DEPUTEE/ MP
Hochelaga—Rosemont-Est
Marie-Gabrielle.Menard@parl.gc.ca

(514) 201-8608
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ANTHONY HOUSEFATHER

DEPUTE / MP
Mont-Royal / Mount Royal
Anthony.Housefather@parlgc.ca
(514) 283-0171

EMMANUELLA LAMBROPOULDS

DEPUTEE / MP
Saint-Laurent
Emmanuella.Lambropoules@parl.gc.ca

(514) 335-6655

BIENVENU-OLIVIER NTUMBA

DEPUTE / MP
Mont-Saint-Bruno-L"Acadie
Bienvenu-OlivierNtumba@parl gc.ca

(450) 922-7900

A\ IR

HoN. MELANIE JOLY

DEPUTEE / MP
Ahuntsic-Cartierville
Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca

(514) 383-3709

L/ ’ \
PATRICIA LATTANZIO
DEPUTEE / MP
Saint-Léonard — Saint-Michel
Patricia.Lattanzio@parl.gc.ca
(514) 256-4548

ABDELHAQ SARI
DEPUTE / MP

Bourassa
Abdelhag.Sari@parl.gc.ca

(514) 323-0980

CARLOS LEITAD

DEPUTE / MP
Marc-Aurele-Fortin
Carlos.Leitao@parl.gc.ca

(450) 622-8858

|
{
ERIC ST-PIERRE
DEPUTE / MP
Honoré-Mercier

Eric.St-Pierre@parl.gc.ca
(514) 353-5882

[ d"‘?
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SAMEER ZUBERI
DEPUTE / MP
Pierrefonds— Dollard
Sameer.Zuberi@parl.gc.ca
(514) 624-5725
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Pro-Actise Dragage

—_CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

IVE channels, Funjablall Indian, Faxkistani,Loglish a

i All over The

World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,
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FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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et gd ot wHt €57 § Wia 99 It
ua*nm’r@nm—rfwm?efwmh
ngmmw,mgg
TH OH € B < §8<¢ d<dr |GusT
T HBS 2T ST ATt 9937 9 IH
0T IATE Ba G St ozt a9s
HI QU ITE & | 2ftpr 772 3T, a3t
o feas™ W3 yTTst @ gre-ATe
fed® A8 W&o <9 It &4t I=t,

T3 a9s 39t | g fagaruretig !

AT feg Ao fed® A3 Uaa f&9
It &t e AT I, AdT €T I &
I3 AT MTUE WU S HE-HT AHgS
TE HHI St Wu3T 3dat & wiar
I3 T F gEd3 © &7% fymes
J9 34 & | guet fEg utet &t 5ue
it I, fa@fa € azw femsard|
&< fA= AT f¥ug aAmEs T
Tuel g fues® i 98 e |aet
79 =t &4t AaeT {1, 338 w3 U=t
@t ot @78 mfget ffg St ag o
Aae &, Ud feg /e T ifewmr Arer
J fa fug® 75 At @ fefgom feg
| fer €t wigddmedt Histe feg
fatget gubnt |uTet § Iane =8
Taet @9 war fer a8 wr
faruT fa, Azt ST Ut s® ga It
JIEPAT, AST 338 fesTar <t utst
fS9 9 ae |1 one I8k fa Hu yag
T OH Jfa3™sT 7% 99 9T 96 M3
€8 € & »anAad vt 3 UAs
IfIE I5 1UT fUEd I HIB oI %
Fyar fa7 | faGfa gaet oz S sue
f&g vt | fAg wrflar v, urafaar,
ST, Ad&-J%H, mmmﬂw
WMWWW%l
Yl @ g=vel »izT &t utet &t
Bue <9 At M3 35-% ydat 397
et feg 9T Jfomr At 1 gget fEg
3T, ygr Ffaour fa gt &
fefams (Ametn) €t g9<d3 1T
3, Tatfa gaet f&9 ot favmer
A, €7 sast g u=8<= €t afam
I3t aret | €7 HiT 37 funT, ug
B U J | iz falidge migHTg,
98 AifSar st @98t @ WS
feg Ao €37 I A5l fen
ITSI T SABT FIYT 13T ATEt
T Wifemr 7 faar I far few Saar&at
9% fEst gfan oot fa gaet ‘g
g wr fapur | fefamrstrt &
gfger 3 fa yat wasT 8% J aret
J | 5Bt =94 J96 <t afam f<g
€% WMyE Wty < farmr|
feamtes w3 feans Hoa fer =
féq g= < 9 qoe 9%, gyt <F
SITHT I ITIT S 1 FI3 &
et gfent fRe feam @ s 3
SO, 578 %3 Id JEI3T AH H3H
3 AT 39 & | TAry fE9 <t wifaar
9% ©F ITHA HgeT Had™d ©™aT
3T aret vt fand fost w3 &at
T ITS TT I3 13T waifa mils,
ST =t Tot-war mls, fAmg
faorfert ugTer 9 gese <t
HIdd € Ao HY, fAng 8aret &
fedu a9d I fe3aT M3 BaT € 37
ot sfen IfemT AgaTd & MUt
AS STUR & BT | Had S <t-Har
S It 439 T AT=ait 3T, Ha Y
WS BT Ar=ar fag? ATy,

wﬁwwmme’raaa’ral
fAe fAe ey geas a8 de
W3t fea™m w3 9 Ufmnt yrag
Ta3t M3 Ut T fyses gdar,
&< 6= i3 Bue s v=art I few
B Esfegd@tgfafioeu=td
HafenT fas A= ? Aga9 § fem
B forrs esTgater 3|

Publishers Note

Desi Times and people associated with it are not responsible for
any claims made by the advertisers or endorse any of their products
or service advertised within. The views expressed in the Desi Times
don not necessarily reflect the views of the publisher and editor. Desi
Times is in the business of selling space but does not test or confirm
the legilmacy of the claim made in the paper. Desi Times dones promote
a healthy forum for discussion of a myriad of views in peaceful civilized
manner while trying to dissuade any form of discrimination and abuse.

Contribution to the growth of the paper is most appreciated and
sponsors and advertisers are trained for their support. We would like
to thanks all the well wishers and supporters of Desi Times for making
this endeavor possible. Let us be proud of our roots, humble in our
temperament and rigorous in our efforts to attain greatness in our

achievements
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dt f&ara3T frAftr & AE®T'Y BT d95 578
Weamﬂmraafawwmzr?

& MITAI T I3 § IBI3T ¥ MaA I
Ws1a® aH IAuITS f&g fea fafymragt
3Tded € %dU &6 B™H H&T At fAar e g
7T, »ft M3 19 fes yo =fo foor /it M3
On<t ages ot ISt <t det get fust At ufsw
H3 o 9873979 3 g Qe a38 a3
farum w fAn g9 @9 99 € & AT <4 faar
J 3 g -gT J@PAT ISP AT JIPHT I M
Utg3 w3 Ufdeg &t 393 fot et ar &g
37 I51 ©F 99 <9 fedu ywans dizr Ar
faor T ug feost € g=ge fa HI3<UTs
A<™® gat J: ot gfey f&g wifaatt
fusTGt gra=Tet & Ja< Bet At Jt3T
AT ggter g ? fisHt fanr et fer varat &
Y3 A9 €T AETEL I8 ST I AAET J ?

TIans &9 993 A9 fegg-Tced T o9
I5, M3 QUIT3 A= T ALY &< BTt et
3dta YA fe3 13 A7 AaE 95| IrHHd, Hat
e f3g, mrfee ffa &9 A 39 9% 3T
UJ9 # fasHt finr § 3o st rorfed fia g
Aaet I, 1 o f[<9 &% a8t 9, Faw fifunr &
Wy argr &1 fiffeprr fE9 Srar dasT, W3 mifrat
frfepT € AETaTs W3 AT ALtfg 3T J1
A Bar & fen 9873979 =991 goHT 3 Uiz

3T Yg9 aretl e Aaardt faude maHa,
2018 39, »A3% ffa »ida & W 99 ff9
T9 15 fite fE9 g& 399 <t faude a3t
2022 f39 31,000 3 U gBTIq9 €t falude
3T aret A, 3HT A fAH &et e Qumsy
Tl

ud feg fage €U %93 96 A 297 dd=e are
IG5, 7 g AOHS
wre It &dt, fAgst
yfgemat & HoH €
W9, 9ut 2 & feg
Ag Afg fewr 3§
1 reait 99 et fow
TIT , FEH I1% ST | )
foemr Quat Tr gt [
ozt fag <t o |
St I '

179,000 HTHf&wT
kvmm*u’rlﬂsaa

Wﬁrﬂmwaﬁ?ﬁmrﬂ‘h
WAZS, 993 & fer i €9
Y3t fes 86 87399 & HHS

It Eizet I, v fan 3gt € Tow 3 faase
%, €&t @ ufgeg , Guat <t Aat f reait
faw 39at wde, Aen feg faucdt afget T =9
Aot d=t grfdet I

wIfPAT Tt 31% d1E 3T 993 ST g&3zag
@ Hger fare 3t fea Gest gdtas un gaet
J| B399 € UReT 13 anT et fareat 2014
f29 337,922 3 Sua 2022 &9 445,256
g aret 9, 3us® gre foaras fegs
(A& Ht »rg =5t.) @ wiafdt migaTg, 2012
T OHS € AN € WTH-UTH, UJ 993 fea ufsn
fea 7& f&9 25,000 %3979 € IH TIA
&9 gat A

2016 &g Hfent €t fare3t &argar 39,000

t'dﬁaﬂ?f 79 ue fegga
gBT39d @ JHT @ 9799 IG|
TB I& M3 A 1937 5H FITIJ IS I
Fd< &I HA9d od 9J I fa ot WAt Ea Pt
feg fegae 9¢ fan St af I vfggm ot ?

feg fegsr o7& o@ts &3t A7 Aot 7 fa
fefgoma 39 3, sufare3t aA=® I793T Uan
M3 nig3t feq Hae-yurs AH R I3 98
a?;ﬁmkvﬂanfﬂfuwrsauzram’rm
Y™ 39 3, Ug 4397 9 A=l 3 g
ufe 7eT I MiAgT o HaeT & fasH egey
gt gTeaT w3 ILeIe 3 feeog g Suit

Services d'embellissement féminin

Bridalland

IParty;Makeup

wgmwﬁmwm
et HaeTaant & Aa feer 31 faig miewar
T ys™ E976 f&ar ghiaret feg faswsa
MANTS 3T 99 < YES I ATl I1 HaE areTat
T WEIS AIQ I&6- fA= fa =09 mmaret,
=t IEt IEHIS 3T, SUI AI WA, M3 Ag 3

CRIER IRl 53T Ter 31 et Ta 3t

fs?graﬂwaasrazﬁw
647-829-9397 R

I wreT 31 7 9n ot gt
g9'¢ - ¥ g8 =9ar sofont § Bla-Bi9
9o 3y feer J1  feg =t W3 yrgabmt
3793 9 B3t € GarzT € feeeayae
forrs W3 fermua f&araaT ffeor 3
FIrEPHT Jretet g%, fam f< fasnt famr
3 WA Y3t AagasT 3 defd3 J1993
?Wmﬁﬁf@ﬂzﬁww&am@w
n{l‘eﬂwaayafsfswa fas fa fene
yfia 39 3 enzT<wt 39 3 €99 J1 Mad
i feg, oifa, en € <3 fIn fS9 Aaw

Ameliorez votre beauté

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair. Styling

J9 =t =U9 AJfer

Other,female
beautifying Services
. EN
83+ =TIt B3u=t &% SHMM® HA™

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

frfumr &t o fq feseyes fenr gt
get 91 few few & Wy grar &t fiferr M3
fenmua mifaa retfg 3t f<e mns a9 €t
Sfan JostHed 39 3 <1630 J1 WHlT
39 @3, f&aa3T € HaBU & HRuT Hg™ &
fﬁanﬁuséﬁfﬁﬁaw%qm@m
et Afeudsa 39 3 3 3T faprr J1
yferdt ig® U feg f&ar fifunm & smar
F9& M3 YISt €F 393 faaarat a9 A,
erﬁwwgwwaﬁm
Fer 99 I&| fere yfia Hafefariat vam
. U3 w3 HEfefarmrst 2t An.
Afemmsrafes 376 & mryst ¥v o9 feo
ugTe J13t fa f&ar e usent feam
"3 B II6 € fed gdlads © 13 <9
93 aet feamHls ent fae fa afar, wsT,
st F37s W3 warsT 3 ufe 31 7 fa
mhvf&mﬁmﬁammﬂaaﬁm
fég ugrfenr Are 3, fon & et 59 ent
feT Me@hiedt rgw © gy v dfert &
ASCasH® gatfouT faprr 31 feg Are o Jaat
ﬁﬁﬁm,m,w,ﬁu@
3 TI&TSH ANS T I & AgST feg Aad
fifernr & Jo-argat aarg e e fedu aizT
IMI T BI 13T T GTemerae I fa
nfAg Yoy fefenmaghnt f&g y3ga
fesgg § G3mfoz agAae Ja 3 fiues €
TIrEge T FafarT § u3d fRg ur Aae 95
fen 3 fewrer, g9 fAfovaT, grafva ARgT=T
W3 AR aagat & Han fifemr & &
335 3 AT Qe fabfa feg dfont fg
3 ufost fasHt arsifett erads g Raet
zn TBHT, IHET (2022) THTIT +9793 feg
Tonger I fq 9793t sH=s TUd feuda w9
T YTINS JIE I&| HISTYTS 31 feg I far
88% ST Frae 3% fy far fffewm wedtiiedt
Ag® f&g Hg =t gratet 1

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

More services soon

7 ASTEotelVe rtul
StHhIfaunxe n PE4TES1NS,
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gfleg fiy 9397 (31.)

A € 39 918 &% wH Hishm
IAEHBA T HIT feg St =5t 3
T " MUt Is-6-Hag apT
gat 71 eztarrs, ewtes, fie
s, 3316, &t &t w3 fear 3
e fAn &<t 3968 AT & A3
fest g, 67 & mirt fa€ vistur
Ffae &I I e Wiz & FgTa
Tyggfeguagagafeurfaar
3, fAT 9 HE Y & e AUaT <t &at
Ht fgnm 7 52 st & ufggms
FI&T g 3 foar A7 Aoer I fa
wfagr izt 7 far <t oy, for
St 7y, faw fwtes Quage gt
ITTS HEITT ASTST, HEITIT
MIE-SE W3 Hagd femr-
THZ ©f Ya3t gdeT 9= Afen &
»frgT QUade AIMTH § AINEE 85 ©
gufegfezrJl

FHC @5 & Hdd e ©f 3t
A qore3 nigHd feg afg femr i
fa mige 8x fea wifrar firs 7, fam
& »reTa e 3T Afaer fEe €9
TS g9 € 99 I A1 ‘I 3T
HOHE UX &9 €<4"| Hg-Hg fe 9
feegs e & =93 afues-Buey
IIt et /At U9 E=t IAEHBAT &
W@ &% fen & =93 et Us
ueh Heetg g9 AN Ae feg e ag
& fedd ¢ €t 293 JI&T MHES T
famuT 31 »i'A Heets feg a9 famy
T MUBTIHGH T 3T I fer
el 99 IT&THA 57H Yt 3gTHH
HEe1® & AHTde @5 fagr Are &ar
fupr I mTae S5 feg fauat A,
WG/ A6 e, nfes e ma
G foaafsare ss-a &t <t
HECACELIEETE)

ANIC 86 293 a9 far U'3dag
3 We ot gabr @ fan St a&
fegdftwesrTug A= 3ITHT I
ufas™ 8w €f ye9/3R<td Bar a5
feegse ot fATt It <en wu,
AT, 2f<eq, e-H wife gt ugg
At Il fer s st s s at &
J&uT, 3G, mygar § faz fu's
g3 fa'gr 31 wfee fer aas It <t
It IEB I TS METTT & SIS
U'39gTdt & Hgmm3 a9 fe 3t I

W Hael® €U feagaaT eat

2y aret J fa 7 fan fes &5 wa afa
A< 3T AT SWETT WS T ATET
J1 IR HUE B -2 S AT Gud
»AJ 9yd J foq Iet &7 JTt U3
g3t €t a9es I o Aged/Hed
AEla® 9%t fgor ger J forrs 57%
oy ‘I It u3T BIeT J fa G 3T
HeTE1% @& ‘I IreT od faar J1 AraT
fes Sfear, are, 316, WAA,
9eIB, T92H, [IIS YU Jd6
W3 A &9 It AT SA=S 3T
at WoyzE Bve T8 <t we &t
g At. stws & mrfaa Hishar
faidge 2012 »igATg @n f9 82

feegd e gt ugs Bt Sfen iz
e 75| g feforast e forrs
FEHIH [Femimua Ts We w3z
AHNTIC 85 €8 <Ud Jer J1 featos
fagmgr e g fogr 91 fag A<
Hdale feg ygaet 3 37 B fegst
AT ITet ydTSt 7 gat g€t J
W mforus <t mrue few &%
AYU3 &< ATeaTdt et feedse
€ua fegga 31 99 fam & Areamat
¥ HIg 99 €v mifryrua § &
fefenragt aHrge €& ‘3 It fadga
Jar 77 fggr I W7 <t ffedde
&t & mfermug & Gr &t ghvar

Bet T © fefenraat mirfaa
HIst™ € =939 I&| 9793 =THT
MASE BINTT 30 fiHe IT 37 AT
HIZTT €t =33 J9< I&1 ANde &%
95 Mz &t =93 fes-fes
Ut AT 3T I w A HiTaT 3 Hfaar
35 JUSTHCCH ot fowst geer AT
faar J1 fefenmagtyr @ Hfaar &
JUE € Hd & W™ BET Iet
UIHTS P UeT g fe Ihum a1 iU
WA Sfom »iar §< 1 feyret € 99
arY)

AHTIE 8% & MU Et Ha' 33T
wer fa'gt 3| fefenragt goa AT
€ A<y &9 fAg g3 s ufgsT
nfermue €°ug fedgg Ifge A, o=
S5 = mfemud AH9e 8 T
faruT J1 AqTae @5 9% Afaer feg
TegrEggmET e AT € foer
31 93q few € fefenagtn &

g9 A< BT HAY9 a9 fe3r J1
ANTde 85 ‘F fews =v g9
naAretaB Uttt QuseT J1
fefenragt & aet H3® AT I<,
WIP Pt 3 JEt fam gergt a7,
fom Hata & T=retT @ sro-uHt
yg'e Sue J<, fan & qet g
Hatest 3=, 3% feae, Aua at feae
7 for s afog feg fardwaer
IAIT BI<T J< feg Ade 85 I3
7993 Afaer ‘T ydt gaeT J1

fen a<t IT&5BAT & AES
HIZTT arat gatw 99 € Uamghr™
31 ' 993 AT Uaret 29-
AEten 95 fagT ‘3 Umrdt fius 3
& & UaArgt Afgwrgry, gad,
fefgam, femsmet wirfe ga fami &
few =™ AYUI ATREIMI/
MusStaraH Hefes ‘3 QusaT as|

yd feme feg =n 12 Iz @ dle
de ag fa'3r J1 fan v feg Uarst
aT H&™ W9 39 95, 837 € Hger
THI EATET IS AfdeT Etag g
aret 31 it gateafiet ufenmsr
ot SgATele ‘Uardgt uisth arat
Ut g fe9 g9 famd €1 myarat
o <t afmm 3t A7 It I1 TArst
g {9 g9« famd & miaret &
IS BT 9UI It T ITHI HSWIGET
FeHJI s HEtr S fAg A §
g3 oy fegr I, €5 fem & e
IS5 & &TH HE Y ©f fAgeget < =ur
fe'gt 31 s @ 39 ‘3 A9 gt
HIH WTUST Hde §79 @<eT @
AEls fedden & Quag Suer I 3w
€v feg s =for e faarg T Aver
J fa@oesdtye Ar sT st I
ot garfe €0 o<t shidt oS 8er
JImdtet Bya feasa & faar I far
ydys & e ET fu@er I, €9
forsgum3 fe'g fog g= dt rst
gfug maET § we =t gger J
HEE® & @93 & ATS T gaibHT
nwesr g S fears a gy fe3r g
e @ 39 ‘3 A HIels 85 &at
A& 3T AST e Ha 3t €t g A AT
fa wrt mruS engr/forgear € ds
&99 T A9sT ore ue At g g
Hoaets feedd @ ‘3 <Ud fadga I

AHTIC &6 @ A% [e g e AT fauT e

F9A A™S MTUST S HEEls S89 =t
I faprr I 99 famr € Areaat
et At Hafes §ug fagga T are
I WAt g% <t O'e JuS ©f 83
&It AMse| feeaae ‘3 fagga a=
IS T HI3T & IHHd I ©F Ut
»Hdtat Bua feasa & <t Ji3t
JIAHTIE &5 /et U 539 &t <93
& AT yguaarg fagmr/ Hals
Uz €t mez § <t T Bt J
2008 fe9 feq midias HaEls ‘@
€3 Ir® < uyret St aret J1
feegd e ‘3 fau feg ot ufgmr 7
Aaer J1 Barag fen §ug fons
JTII II&T HHSH J| fen 3 fesrer
TEITT/eIeIHT € IH-TH & =
fer 5=t IT&BAT & ygrfes 3T
I w'H IJITIE AT €3I/
gaedtmT fe'g AurfAad AE®
fa'gt aret 91 feegde <t =93 <t
el & B3UTEs A ET § = gat
3q" ygrfex i3 J1 FfuBed/
e fes 3 €t =93 & At g=rfest
Aed feues St ez Sty &g
fegrJ g9 faues Stmez I eg
Je A7 39 76 faffa ggus I ot
gfenr afuGes frrBe etaefes
Hg Jaret J1 99 faue et Ao gae
AT 30 I&| AT % at-UF, 29
RIS M3 HEH It aas e mes
U<t AT 99t I1 AT fAgAe=va AT
HIH Jet AT 3t TIHH SITUST I
Wa € fegniat-wat a3 3T My-
&% f992 sH9 e I5| Her
g7, I mirfe Fet miemar Hraehd™
MI IHUTPAT SHHT AT ASE T
I51 99 feead e/ AT /<A My
TR M I g I f[a Gagr & v
gy It et I1% 23t fa3 geret aat
fat gfom S mifadbrr wragr
gt der g9 feShyr gs1 At
gateafret ufenmsr & fefenraghnr
I I I Ay I QAT TH
@t yret J<t 7 W3 80 =wet
fefenagtn & Hfeu I fa g ag
39 I3 fe'q =q 3o Hawts €ug
ofear, Ia<tar 3 G evvmers-
ye's Fdge I&1 70 SrAET
fefenragtnr & e I fa g &
Aeq €5 feg feag et a3
€T »ang I&H gy &9 Tt 5%
UJge I5|
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AT & feng-Aa ™ Ud oo iat ydg ?

UAret aHH f&9 fenma-mabr € Ao
Ud J13 ATd IH-IH Yd J dd ATITET ¥aaT
fey y3=3 Uarahyr &t fe'a §9-uaet
Sod At aretl fan feg fe'st graemmar
YHUd aiet € yuTs A HeAr3 i Al
Afa3 et 39 UAret AAET=" @ ¥yuT & <t
fomr fomm| fer S € U3t 3 g
e fapur fa fer Soa feg Uardhar =&
fenmma-arebd™ yg 7 Hat 499 J13 ATe
75,857 & o8 Ue € BET ¥y o fega-
TeredT qi3T famnm few fegrg-=<ereq
feg fena-meb™ ya § 99 mrat yafom™
g F-yduaT § 5§ ute B AYY UATEt
gretgs feg feg yg=t vfiow ag Ia& &
awaﬂs*ﬁmrrtrlfeﬁr)-lﬁ)-reaﬁzﬂg
3 ufos™ argh™ @8 fenmg-arats set
IH ATY ¥Y-HIGIS AET-UZT" M3 €T
5% <3 A HoTE!, yHa Hfewm nife &
ST & yar § &€ 99, Aer & &g
fsfaes ©dr miuse W3 fag fsfaes
AgS3T € Qume U3 54t, €8 famzerar,
GHIT M3 T AE-UEE T8 AAST § ATE
SURE-UI T 30 7' § Ugudr § §3nfas
atgT Atfear atst fY3ar WaATg
feg four fopur, @Uas e 7 3™ 53
HSWIHAT Ud ps Gser T fa ‘fast @
5’ feg Ut Qo d< ? ferer arae feo
Hfenr arer J fa = fen end & v s
fenre A7 € IRl YT udfeT A8, 3T
fe€@ arueT I fa fAe” feg ST a9, femet
JU-yr fanrg g9 e fAzsT Afar 9, 8357
It feng s f&9 fomm uer yras J1
fest greena ygua arel € fed Argar
W99 H. 3O i wignta g femr-gatmr
@ Ae feug §9& €7 | SHET J13T fapur
I, g&rfa 8T yimaar 7, Ug fen Soa feg,
T wfe @57 vfen yg gt fegg-gaur

Best Indian

ST AT, fAgT g AT I T T YIT AI3T
ATeT J, I8t ASTS 43 a9 Aver 1 €7
ufen fa at fe'st argemmar anet € yt
w9 gu f&e andg ufgear § Mue
gfour-g9tm @ foug s, stao
TEATT IS He 3 Qums T goeTe Bt fama
J<ar ? fam 5% @97 2% My g9-gdt &t
el Yd J13 AT &% Ydd €T 979 W A ?
S5 fagr fa femmg-mret miem™ ug fag™
yafem™ & §€ A7 We 994 ©F 3% St AT
3dt 3, 89 37 & wafomr, fagr feg e
wfe € Be-g& W3 Jd q8 WEgIT Ud
T8 YgY IS 95, e 3 sz gt de
IS Mo 39 3 fenmo-rra™ & AHam™
Ug A9 3’ U YIY aI3 A rfe et 7 1%
YT & fwet 7, B feg fea-3-ffa=su
wfAgT I-3 3T AT 7, fAmeT A9
WH AIH M3 THs13t {98 Aden &7
a3 & 3fa fapur gfenr 31 fAg miga=s
BdT, M {9 MTUS AeeH & 9978 guE
®et fea-ga 3 U, 3H-9H €7 YTIHs
gae 95, 88 dtaAsist fe g i Has =&
feg 7w, fa 89 few via ug fAgsT gt <37
WFET I9JT, IASIS3T a3 feg Bar @
Heer e §3T ot €U egeyr g3ar fegr
T& 3 feg8ard 7 mue gfenm erAer
feng g9s et Ao et aret g 3897
o fea-13 wignm-wsfenr aeg ger g
fa 8qr =8 mafaz fermg-rret & AHamT
feg a3 fapur 3-3, 7 €87 € mima
M3 TTHAT 4F T FSTHT-I St
THSPAT TP BHaT § BT AfewT, 3T
T fe9 @97 &t s'a sdt ae rfestt 1857
S I 3 TART IBfarn fSgmust sa <t
IragretuST J| A feg, fen Fo midts Jebir
I et feg e-a FetT o faag 3T
Y I IETe° &4t J=9Im| HIgdr A It Ay
AT 76 fa mias 3uz 3 fea gaa™H gt
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Will Field Marshal Munir test a nuclear weapon?

“God has made me the protector of the
country,” Pakistan army chief Field
Marshal Asim Munir said recently in
Brussels. The army chief, who is de-facto
military ruler of his country, was on his
way back from the US, his second visit
in as many months. Pakistan’s military
dictators have always seen themselves
as messiahs sent by God to fix their
broken country. From the first, Field
Marshal Muhammad Ayub Khan in 1958,
and now, Field Marshal Munir in 2025.
Pakistan’s third military dictator, General
Zia-ul-Haq, was the first to invoke God.
“With the help of the Almighty Allah, the
armed forces will do everything we can
to insure stability,” Zia said after a 1977
coup. Zia Islamised his Army, and
Pakistan, it was said of his decade-long
rule, was run by three As - Army, Allah
and America. Afourth A - atomic weapons
- entered the picture when Pakistan
became athreshold nuclear power under
Zia.Under Munir, the third ‘Zia Bharti’ army
chief (officers commissioned under Zia),
America is back in Pakistan. Munir has
promised the US rights to minerals, rare
earths and oil, and publicly massaged
the transactional President Donald
Trump’s ego by backing his candidature
for a Nobel Peace Prize. Munir is also
believed to be setting the stage for
Trump'’s state visit to Pakistan, the first
by a US President in nearly two
decades. Munir is also acutely aware of
Pakistan’s tanking economy compared
to India’s economy, the world’s fastest-
growing major economy — at the Tampa
dinner he compared Pakistan to a “truck
filled with gravel” which could damage
India’s “shiny Mercedes”.As the saying
goes, when all you have in your hands is
a hammer, every problem becomes a nail.
And so Munir became Pakistan’s first
army chief to rattle the nuclear sabre. “We

Could A

On August 9, President Donald Trump
declared the date and venue of his
highly anticipated meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin. The meeting,
Trump announced on Truth Social,
would take place on Friday, August 15,
in Alaska. A Trump-Putin presidential
summit has been in the works for
several days now, ever since Trump
stunned the world by announcing he
would soon be meeting his Russian
counterpart ‘as soon as possible’. In
recent days, Trump has tried hard to
get Putin back to the negotiation table
by targeting one of his largest oil
customers, India, with higher tariffs for
purchasing Russian oil, and by
increasing US military sales to
Ukraine.Alaska will host the first
meeting between a US and a Russian
President in four years. The summit
could possibly herald the beginning of
the end of the Russia-Ukraine war,
Europe’s longest since the Second
World War. Yet, the date and the
location of this summit are extremely
significant, and a portent of what might
follow.First, as the real estate
hyperbole goes, location, location,
location. Alaska was part of the
Russian Empire until 1867. That year,
Tsar Alexander Il, scarred by the
Crimean War, and worried by the
possibility that the British could capture
his empire’s eastern-most tip (the
British could do those things then),

are a nuclear nation, if we think we are
going down, we’ll take half the world
down with us,” the army chief told the
Pakistani diaspora at a black-tie dinner
hosted in Tampa, Florida on August 9.The
last two dictators, Zia and Musharraf,
pioneered what Indian analysts call
‘Nuclear Weapons Enabled Terrorism’ or
NWET - threatening the Indian political
class with nuclear strikes if India launched
a military response to terror attacks.
Operation Sindoor collapsed NWET. The
Indian political leadership unleashed air
strikes against terror camps and
Pakistani airbases. On May 13, the 27th
anniversary of the Pokhran-II nuclear
tests, Prime Minister Narendra Modi drew
new red lines for Islamabad - India would
not be deterred by nuclear blackmail,
wouldn’t distinguish between state and
non-state, and would militarily punish
terror attacks. PM Modi reiterated these
points during his August 15 address from
the Red Fort. Far more worrying for
Pakistan’s strategic community was the
paralysis of its nuclear vectors - air and
ground-launched nuclear weapons on
May 10. Pakistan relies on Mirage Il and
F-16 fighter jets to drop nuclear gravity
bombs and Wanshan series Transporter
Erector Launchers (TELS) to carry its
arsenal of nuclear-tipped Shaheen and
Abdali missiles. Fighter aircraft need
secure airfields located near nuclear
storage sites. TELs are designed to be
road-mobile and cross-country but also
need the cover provided by fighter aircraft
and air defence missiles. A 23-minute
rampage by the IAF on May 10, 2025 saw
steep-diving BrahMos missiles driving
holes into Pakistani airfields, shattering
hangars with parked aircraft inside them
and blasting radars to blind the Pakistan
Army’s air defence net.Indian Air Force
Chief AP Singh revealed his missileers

sold it to the USA for $7.2 million- over
$10 billion in today’s currency. It was
one of the 19th century’s most
significant real estate transactions. The
territory, rich in natural resources
including gold, is nearly one-fifth the
size of the US.Then, the date. August
15 marks the 80th anniversary of the
end of the Second World War, which
ended when Emperor Hirohito
announced the surrender of Imperial
Japan. The Japanese Empire was
besieged by the US atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the
August 8 invasion of Japanese-
occupied Manchuria by Stalin, where
over 700,000 Japanese soldiers were
captured. (Two years later, Lord Louis
Mountbatten who was Supreme Allied
Commander, South East Asia,
suggested the date as the one when
the British would finally pull out of
India). Both Putin and Trump want an
end to the fighting, but clearly, on their
terms. Trump wants the big headline.
Ending the Russia-Ukraine war, which
is believed to have killed close to half a
million soldiers, would boost Trump’s
claim for a Nobel Peace Prize as the
‘Peace President’. He has, in recent
months, repeatedly claimed to have
brokered peace between India and
Pakistan, a claim rebuffed by New
Delhi. He claimed to have ended the
Israel-lIran conflict with a massive
bombing of Iranian nuclear sites on

had shot down six PAF aircraft, including
one AEW&C from a distance of over 300
km. On May 10, it didn’t matter how many
fighter squadrons the PAF had, the range
of their air-to-air missiles or the training
of its pilots. There was simply nothing
the PAF or the Pakistan Army could do
to stop India's BrahMos onslaught except
pick up the DGMOQO'’s hotline. Indian
analysts like Lt General PR Shankar
(retired) believe these shock IAF strikes
rattled the rungs of Pakistan’s nuclear
ladder are among the main reasons
Islamabad brought in the United States
to mediate a ceasefire. Publicly, the
Pakistan army continues its ‘all is well’
bluster. At a public meeting on May 28
this year, Lt General Khalid Kidwali,
adviser to the National Command
Authority (NCA), said that Pakistan's
nuclear weapons had deterred India from
launching ‘Cold Start’, punitive military
strikes. Kidwai, the longest-serving head
of the Strategic Plans Division (SPD),
which formulates nuclear strategy and
handles weapons, clearly missed the
point that Cold Start was only one of
several options before the Indian political
leadership. Post the May 22 massacre
of Indian tourists at Pulwama, India’s
leadership chose the swiftest option
available, offensive air power, to raise the
costs of Pakistan’s state sponsorship of
terror.Munir’s nuclear bluster in Tampa
was to reiterate Pakistan’s NWET. The
Pakistan Army is the world’s only military
to directly control nuclear weapons. Itis
undoubtedly back on the drawing board
to rework their nuclear strategy to deter
India. This policy is said to have begun
after Pakistan detonated six nuclear
weapons on May 28 and 30, 1998, in the
Ras Koh hills of Balochistan’s Chagai
district. The nuclear blackmail continued
for nearly three decades as the Pakistani

June 22. On August 8, Trump brokered
peace between Armenia and Azerbaijan
at the White House, a peace deal that
will see the creation of a Trump Route
for International Peace and Prosperity
(TRIPP). But Moscow could trip US
plans for Russia to withdraw from all
Ukrainian territories it has captured
since 2014. President Putin is believed
to have told Trump’s envoy Steve
Witkoff that he’ll halt the war in
exchange for eastern Ukraine. He also
wants the withdrawal of all Ukrainian
forces from the Russian-majority
Donbas, a demilitarised Ukraine, and
ironclad guarantees that Kiev will not
join NATO.The Washington grapevine
suggests that Trump views the Russia-
Ukraine war as yet another territorial
war. Early in his second term, Trump
wanted the US to prospect for rare
earths and resources in Ukraine in

deep state unleashed terror strikes
across India’s mainland, from the 2001
attack on India’s Parliament to the
attack on Mumbai in 2008, before hitting
a dead-end in Pulwama. Will the
unpredictable Munir walk his talk on
nuclear weapons and resume nuke
tests to bolster his army’s sagging
NWET strategy? The answer lies in a
series of compulsions, most revolving
around the persona of Munir himself.
Munir has gone about fortifying his
position since Operation Sindoor. Post
the conflict, he elevated himself to Field
Marshal and awarded himself the Hilal-
i-Jur'at, the country’s second-highest
military award. Munir’s rising profile has
sparked rumours of him replacing
President Asif Ali Zardari. His “God has
made me protector” statement was a
response to this speculation. But in
Pakistan, nothing can be ruled out. All
military dictators have shown a disdain
for politicians and political office but have
found the lure of power irresistible.But
the other thing about military leaders is
they are attractive only in a crisis. Once
the crisis passes, the reality of Pakistan
being a “dump truck filled with gravel”
will soon be realised by its people when
problems like inflation, unemployment,
fuel shortages, and economic collapse,
return to haunt them. Every Pakistani
dictator who has imposed himself on the
people without a mandate has realised
this. Some look for a way out by
eliminating competition. Munir, for
instance, has worked hard to finish off
the extremely popular Imran Khan, the
only challenger to his leadership. Khan
was unseated as Prime Minister in 2022
and has been in prison since 2023 under
a battery of corruption charges. The
Munir-Imran rivalry is the talk of
Pakistan.

aska see Vet another major Russia-US real estate deal?

exchange for a peace deal. If Trump
leads a move for global recognition of
Russia’s territories, it would see one
of the biggest redrawing of international
boundaries in recent years, the kind
that was seen in 1867 when the US

purchased Alaska. Trump'’s
predecessor, Andrew Johnson, was
pilloried in Congress for the Alaska
purchase. Johnson had succeeded the
assassinated Abraham Lincoln. The
Civil War ravaged US’s purchase of
Alaska, which was called ‘Seward’s
folly’ — for the US secretary of state
who signed the deal, and Jackson’s
‘Polar Bear Garden’. The criticism
ended when huge gold deposits were
discovered in Alaska a few years later.
Johnson’s real estate gamble turned out
to be a windfall. That’s exactly the kind
of story Trump, the real estate tycoon
turned President, wants to see in 2025.
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Why did students in Bangladesh turn towards fundamentalism?

How did Bangladesh's campuses come to be dominated by fundamentalist students by 2024? The situation was a stark
reversal from the progressive activism of 1971. Decades of dynastic politics and the erosion of independent leadership
dueto aban on campus elections were exploited by fundamentalists.

In the 1960s, the students of
Bangladesh were the vanguard of the
independence movement. After
independence, divisions arose among
them, but none turned toward
fundamentalism. The 1972 Constitution
of Bangladesh, under Article 38,
explicitly prohibited the formation of
communal or religiously affiliated
organisations. But that safeguard did not
last long. After the assassination of
President Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on
August 15, 1975, an ordinance repealed
the relevant section of Article
38.Following this, politics resumed
under the Political Party Regulation Act
of 1977. One by one, communal parties
with religious names, along with pro-
Pakistan groups, began to re-enter the
political stage. Jamaat-e-Islami was the
first, initially rebranded as the Islamic
Democratic League. Soon afterward, it
reclaimed its original name and resumed
political activity openly.

THE EARLY MARGINS OF STUDENT
FUNDAMENTALISM

Even as pro-Pakistan fundamentalist
groups reappeared in national politics,
their student organizations could not
operate openly within the education
sector at first. Only much later did
Jamaat'’s student wing begin to establish
covert and armed positions at two major
public universities—Rajshahi and
Chittagong. Yet despite this underground
presence, they never succeeded in
gaining significant ground in open
student politics.However, by July 2024,
the picture had changed dramatically.
First came the quota reform movement
over government jobs, followed by the
full unveiling of Dr. Yunus’s "meticulous
design" and finally the fall of Sheikh
Hasina’s government. Together, these
events revealed that a large portion of
student politics and the younger
generation had shifted into the fold of
fundamentalism. Even Dhaka
University—the historical heart of every
progressive movement in Bangladesh—
fell into the hands of fundamentalist
students. What is more striking is that
today’s leftist students coexist
comfortably with them. In the 1980s,

those very leftists were the fiercest
enemies of fundamentalists.

WHY THIS TRANSFORMATION IN
BANGLADESH CAMPUS POLITICS?
Why did this section of the younger
generation change course? Why are
they today’s religious fundamentalists,
now in control of Bangladesh’s
campuses? The transformation of a
society’s collective psyche is never the
product of a single cause. Family
upbringing, institutional education, social
currents, changes in culture—all these
factors converge. Each is worthy of
research in its own right. Yet from the
perspective of political dynamics, two
forces played the most decisive role in
allowing fundamentalism to take firm root
among today’s students.

HOW BANGLADESH STUDENT
POLITICS BECAME SUBSERVIENT?
For decades, much of Bangladesh’s
political leadership, and its student
leadership as well, has been forged in
the crucible of student politics. From the
Pakistan period up until 1977, no student
organisation in Bangladesh was legally
allowed to function as a wing of a
political party. That changed under the
Political Party Regulation Act of 1977,
enacted by the military regime. From
then on, student organisations were
formally recognised as extensions of
their respective parties, aligned with party
ideology. Once this system was
established, political parties—whether
acting in their broader self-interest or to
serve the narrow cliques within their
leadership—began interfering, directly or
indirectly, in the process of cultivating
student leaders. Even so, until 1990,
student organisations outside the
fundamentalists retained at least some
ability to produce Ileadership
independently. Party influence was
present, but ordinary students still
played a role in choosing their
representatives.

THE BREEDING GROUND OF
STUDENT UNIONS

Leadership in student politics was
primarily built through student union
elections held in universities and
colleges. Up until 1990, most public

universities, government colleges, and
even many prominent private colleges
held regular student union elections. A
significant portion of Bangladesh’s
national leadership emerged through
these processes. Not every elected
student leader went on to enter national
politics, but perhaps one in five joined
their parent party in time. From there,
these young leaders progressed
steadily, rising through the organizational
ranks from the central to the district
level, establishing themselves as political
figures. Dhaka University had a particular
distinction: those elected to its student
union or who rose through politics within
its campus often went on to become
central leaders in their parties.

THE MARGINALISATION
JAMAAT'S STUDENTS WING

By contrast, Islami Chhatra Shibir—the
student wing of Jamaat-e-Islami—
remained marginal. At that time, student
politics in Bangladesh was dominated
by three ideological currents: the leftists,
the Bengali-culture-driven nationalist
center-left, and the smaller center-right,
which leaned toward religious
nationalism. Of these, the cultural
nationalist center-left was the most
powerful, commanding influence
nationwide. By the 1980s, the left and
center-left had become so dominant that
General Ershad, after seizing power,
tried to counterbalance them by creating
a student wing of his own: “Natun Bangla
Chhatra Samaj.” But he quickly realized
that such a move would only split the
center-right, thereby handing a greater
advantage to the left and center-left.
Understanding the political cost, he shut
down the organization. That decision
also paid dividends. By the final years
of Ershad’s rule, the center-right had
secured control of Dhaka University’s
student union, with the BNP’s student
wing, Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, winning
elections there. In this sense, Ershad
himself also emerged victorious, for
through the election process, the center-
right gained legitimacy at Dhaka
University. And whenever the center-right
prevailed, the broader rightist groups
benefited as well—gaining not only their

OF

votes but also the opportunity to nurture
a few of their own leaders under
disguise. By 1990, a significant shift
was visible in Bangladesh’s student
politics, a shift reflected in the 1991
national elections. Before the polls,
many assumed that the center-left
Awami League would win. Yet, in the
end, it was the center-right BNP,
together with the fundamentalist or
extreme-right Jamaat-e-Islami, that
combined forces to form the government.
Despite this change, the center-left and
its culture-based nationalist ideology did
not pay attention to reforming or
rejuvenating their student organizations.
Instead, another trend emerged. The
power to shape leadership within the
BNP’s student wing, Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal, and the Awami League’s
Chhatra League gradually slipped away
from students. Leadership was no longer
decided by students themselves but
increasingly imposed by the two-party
chiefs or their loyal lieutenants.

THE END OF STUDENT UNION
ELECTIONS INBANGLADESH

The matter did not stop there. From 1991
onwards, student union elections in
public universities and prominent
colleges were suspended. Even the
Dhaka University Central Students’ Union
(DUCSU)—Iong considered the nursery
of Bangladesh’s national leadership—
saw its elections halted. From 1991 to
2024, the BNP and Awami League
alternated in power: Khaleda Zia served
as prime minister three times, Sheikh
Hasina five times. Yet DUCSU elections
were held only once, during Hasina’s
fourth term. Why neither leader wanted
to restore DUCSU elections has never
been clearly explained. The reality is that
both leaders and their parties embraced
dynastic politics. Not only the central
leadership but regional leaders as well
began treating politics as hereditary.
From 1991 to 2024, when a member of
parliament died, it was often the spouse
or child who was nominated to contest
the seat. By keeping politics confined
within families and preventing the rise of
new, popular leadership, the two parties
established an unspoken consensus.
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Why India cannot ignore the chal

Demography is destiny.” This
phrase, often used to highlight
the promise of a youthful
population, today stands as a
caution for India. When
demographic shifts occur
naturally—through fertility,
development, or voluntary
migration—they contribute to a
dynamic and plural democracy.
But when demographic changes
are engineered through illegal
immigration, they threaten not
just the composition of society,
but the very foundation of our
democratic republic. In India, we
are now facing such a threat—

quietly intensifying over
decades, largely under-
reported, and too long

ignored.On August 15, from the
Red Fort, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi cautioned the
nation about a silent yet
dangerous shift an
engineered attempt to alter
India’s demography. This was
not a rhetorical flourish but a
stark reminder of how
demographic imbalances, if left
unchecked, can imperil our
democracy, our security, and
the unity of Bharat.
Recognising the gravity of the
issue, the Prime Minister has
announced the formation of a
high-powered demography
mission — a national effort to
safeguard India’s demographic
equilibrium and shield

vulnerable communities from
infiltration-driven disruptions.
Across our border states and
tribal belts, we are witnessing
how illegal immigration,
particularly from Bangladesh,
has created pockets of
demographic inversion,
transforming social structures,
political equations, and even
everyday cultural practices.

The Numbers Tell the Story
The facts are unambiguous.
India’s Hindu population has
grown at a rate of 16.8%, while
the minority population has
expanded at 24.6%. District-
level data underlines this
imbalance. In Dhubri (Assam),
the minority share increased
from 70.4% in 2001 to 79.7%
in 2011. In Murshidabad (West
Bengal), it rose from 61.4% to
66.2%. These are not mere
percentages; they reflect a
rapid change in the social
fabric. Overall, the minority
growth rate is 46.4% faster than
that of Hindus, with minority-
majority districts growing at the
fastest pace. West Bengal
exemplifies the trend. In the
last decade alone, the Hindu
share has declined by 2%,
while the minority share has
grown by 2%. Hindus are now
a minority in 10 blocks of North
24 Parganas. In South 24
Parganas, minorities account
for 40% in more than 30% of the
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districts. In border areas, the
minority share touches 45%.
Bihar's Seemanchal region,
once evenly balanced at 50-50,
now records 68% minority
share. In Assam, the trajectory
is alarming: Hindus declined
from 73% in 1951 to 62% in
2011. Projections suggest that
by 2050, Hindus may fall below
50%, making Assam a
minority-majority state. Some
may argue that these
demographic changes are
simply the result of natural
differences in fertility rates
across communities. However,
this assumption fails to account
for the scale and speed of the
population shifts observed in
certain districts. A surge of 8
to 10 percentage points within
a single decade cannot be
explained by birth rate
variations alone. Such abrupt
demographic transformations
strongly suggest the presence
of large-scale in-migration, much

of itillegal.

From Demography to
Democracy
Demography directly translates
into political power. In

constituencies where the
minority population exceeds
70%, no non-minority candidate
has ever been elected since
1952. Kishanganj, with a 68%
minority population, has never
elected a Hindu MP. Analysts

enge of Illegal

note that when the Hindu
population falls to around 70%
or 60%, there is a 90%
probability that the constituency
will swing in the direction where
the other 30—40% of voters are
voting. There are a range of
examples to support this
hypothesis - from Dhubri to
Kishanganj. When elections are
driven not by development
agendas but by bloc voting on
religious lines, democracy
weakens. Parties calibrate their
manifestos not around jobs,
health, or infrastructure, but
around appeasement.
Development takes a backseat,
constitutional values are tested,
and the rights of shrinking
communities come under strain.
Social Tensions on the
Ground
Demographic changes do not
remain confined to census
tables. They spill into society.
In Jharkhand’s Santhal
Pargana, the tribal share has
fallen from 35% to 24%, while
the minority population has
grown from 15% to 27%.
Reports highlight how infiltrators
mislead innocent tribals, seize
their lands, and target tribal girls
through marriage rackets. Some
local schools in Jamtara were
giving holidays on Fridays,
Saraswati Puja immersions
faced hostility, and Hindus in
some villages were compelled to

| ] n tl
migrate. Courts, too, have taken
cognizance. In 2008, the Delhi
High Court observed that illegal
foreign migrants are a “threat to
national security.” Just last
week, the Supreme Court
refused to stay the detention of
suspected illegal immigrants,
remarking pointedly: “What if an
infiltrator enters illegally? If you
don’t detain, the writing on the
wall is that they will disappear.”
The Jharkhand High Court has
reprimanded state authorities for
ignoring demographic change in
Santhal Pargana, noting the
activities of banned Bangladeshi
organisations in luring tribal
women and altering land
ownership patterns.

National Security

Implications

When demography changes in
border regions, national security
is inevitably compromised.
Border areas are India’s first line
of defence. If these areas are
demographically altered, they
become susceptible to external
influence, sleeper cells, and
smuggling networks. Infiltrators
do not come merely to seek
livelihood — they create
ecosystems that undermine
local culture, economy, and law
enforcement. This is why no
country in the world — whether
the United States or in Europe
— tolerates unchecked illegal
immigration.
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Love for stray dogs vs public safety:
Why India needs a real solution now

Theyearis 1997. Itis 7:15 PM
in Dewas, an industrial town in
western Madhya Pradesh.
Thanks to the solitary timezone
our country follows, there is
enough daylight. | am out on a
stroll with my mother, maybe to
visit someone. | can't recall who
because we never ended up
visiting them. Why? You will
soon figure it out.

There was a bakery at the bend,
famous for its aloo patties, a
favourite post-cricket snack of
the colony kids. It costs Rs 5
per piece, with complimentary
red sauce, claimed to be tomato
ketchup. The bakery owner
never gave bills or receipts for
any purchases."Kya karoge bill
ka?” he would humour.

A

Honestly, until | moved to a
metro, | never knew you could
receive bills for purchasing
grocery items.Sometimes, the
baker would reheat three-day-
old patties in a bulb-operated
oven to feed the red-sauce-
addicted kids. We wouldn’t
notice, since he would put extra
sauce. To atone for all the tax
theft and deceit, he would feed
the stray dogs around. It's a
feature in India: often, people
with a lot of black money will
have a religious hymn as their
ringtone or a deity as their
phone wallpaper. The corrupt
often seek refuge in religion or
performative kindness as
insurance against bad luck,
also known as the Income Tax

Department.

Nevertheless, the cunning
baker’s largesse ensured a
battery of well-fed dogs around
the bakery. | was aware of this
sensitive area. Hence, | usually
avoid wearing revealing clothes,
especially the ones which
expose my calf muscles to the
aloo patties-fed canines.As |
approached them, the first thing
| did was to clench my butt, just
look ahead, walk briskly, while
not trying to run, never trying
to look the dog in the eye, and
maybe hum a song. To
somehow prove you are not a
threat, not someone who is
willing to share their food, or try
to mediate in their fight with
some trade deals. Just. Be. A.
Non. Entity.

Maybe my calf muscles were
too tempting. Two of them
started growling and pacing
cautiously toward me. Now,
this is a red flag in the stray-
dog escape manual - it means
you are about to be attacked.
My mother, meanwhile, had
picked up a rock to pretend to
throw at them, hoping to shoo
them away. Cardinal mistake.
One of them leapt and

punctured my thigh with its
fangs.

Dog bites are painful, but more
than that, they are severely
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traumatic. The moment an
animal attacks you, your body
reacts like an animal.
Darwinian survival theories
suddenly come to the fore. Your
brain convinces you that you will
be eaten very shortly. Such
trauma is so long-lasting that
you can write a detailed column
about it 28 years later. | am not
a dog parent, but |I have
immense respect for the
species - probably the closest
ally to humans in the entire
animal kingdom, often even a
substitute for human presence
in one’s life. A forever kid,
surprising you with its kindness
and loyalty every passing day.
“Oh, you know what he did
today,” you share joyously with
your partner.A dog never really
grows up mentally - to be
cunning, to lose its innocence
- like children eventually do. |
say this as the parent of a
growing toddler. At the same
time, | also understand people
who are wary of dogs. Love for
dogs is usually generational.
It's inherited in most cases. If
one has grown up with a dog at
home, it will be natural for that
person to be a dog lover for life.
A natural extension of this is
love for stray dogs. By nature,
dogs are loyal to their master.
To explain it in mathematics,

it's like a function f(x) in
differential calculus. It can be
one-to-one, many-to-one, but
never one-to-many. To simplify,
a dog can be super loyal to its
human parent, and the parent
would love the dog too (one-to-
one). Many others can love
your dog (many-to-one), but the
dog won’t be as charitable or
loving to many others or
strangers (one-to-many). The
one-to-one function is so strong
that it ignores the absence of
one-to-many. We have to curb
the access of one dog to many
humans. That’s the core of it.
Keep it one-to-one. And that'’s
where the stray dog situation
comes in.There are 37 lakh
reported dog bites every year,
often in the poorest of gullies,
with small children being the
most frequent victims. That
alone shows there is a
problem. Throwing dogs into
shelters, which are virtually
non-existent, is not the optimal
solution. But the absence of a
fair solution should not make us
forget the problem. We cannot
be satisfied with the status quo.
Nobody should have to hum a
song and pray to their
subscribed deity to escape a
dog bite and the ensuing
trauma, including that small kid
in Malwa, 28 years ago.
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Russian Strikes Hit Western Ukraine, NASDAQ-
Listed Factory Dama

-

Russia unleashed one of its
largest aerial assaults of the year
on Ukraine overnight, launching
574 drones and 40 missiles that
pounded western regions far from
the front lines. Ukrainian officials
confirmed at least one death,
more than a dozen injuries, and
widespread damage, including a
direct hit on a facility operated by
Flex Ltd., a NASDAQ-listed
technology and manufacturing
company. In Lviv, strikes damaged
residential areas and killed one
person, while in Mukachevo, six
workers were injured when
missiles tore through the Flex
facility, which employs thousands
and serves as a key manufacturing
hub. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy condemned
the attack, calling it further proof
that Moscow has no intention of
pursuing serious peace talks. He
urged the international community
to respond with tougher sanctions

Spare Chinabut hit India: US
Secretary of State defends
Russian oll ypocrisy

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio has acknowledged that
imposing secondary sanctions on
China for refining Russian oil could
drive up global energy prices, even
as Washington has punished
India with additional tariffs for
continuing to purchase crude from
Moscow. Speaking to Fox News
on August 17, Rubio cautioned
that targeting Chinese refiners
would have disruptive
consequences for the global ol
market. "If you impose secondary
sanctions on a country, as in the
case of Russian oil shipments to
China, China will simply refine that
oil and it will return to the global
market. Anyone buying this oil will
pay a higher price, or if it is
unavailable, they will have to look
for alternative sources," he said.
Rubio revealed that European
nations have already expressed
unease over such measures.
"When we discussed the Senate
bill proposing a 100 percent tariff
on China and India, we heard from
a number of European countries
that they were unhappy with that
possibility," he added.

and tariffs against Russia. Flex,
which began as a Silicon Valley
firm in 1969 and now has
corporate offices in Austin, Texas,

- i

¥

and Singapore, produces arange
of consumer and industrial
products. Ukrainian officials
stressed that the facility had no

ged in Massive

L

military links, accusing Russia
of deliberately targeting civilian
infrastructure. Moscow, however,
claimed the strikes were aimed

Trump Adviser Pressures India to Cut Russian
Oil Ties Amid Rising Trade Tensions

India is facing fresh criticism
from Washington over its growing
reliance on Russian crude, with
White House trade adviser Peter
Navarro urging New Delhi to halt
purchases that he argues
weaken global efforts to isolate
Moscow. Writing in the Financial
Times on Monday, Navarro
accused India of serving as a
“clearinghouse” for Russian oil,

converting sanctioned crude into |

exports while providing Russia
with critical revenue.

Since Western sanctions in |

2022 barred Russian oil from most
global markets, India — the
world’s third-largest crude
importer has sharply
increased its imports, with
Russia now supplying nearly
one-third of its total crude needs.
This shift has positioned Russia
as India’s largest oil partner, but
it has also deepened U.S.
frustration over what officials see
as a loophole in sanctions
enforcement. Navarro’s warning
comes as U.S.-India trade
relations grow more strained.
Earlier this month, President

Donald Trump signed an
executive order imposing an
additional 25 percent tariff on
Indian goods, citing India’s
continued oil trade with Russia.
That measure, which brings
overall tariffs on Indian exports to
50 percent, will take effect later
this month. Negotiations on a
potential trade deal have been
thrown into uncertainty after a
planned meeting between U.S.
and Indian officials was abruptly
canceled, raising doubts about
whether the tariff hikes can be

e

rolled back anytime soon.
Navarro also criticized India’s
broader trade practices, calling
its tariff regime and non-tariff
barriers damaging to American
workers and businesses. Indian
state-owned refiners are now
awaiting guidance from New
Delhi on whether to scale back
Russian imports. Some refiners
have already begun seeking
alternative suppliers, wary of
escalating U.S. penalties that
could further complicate India’s
trade and energy strategies.

" impact is

Attack

at drone factories, weapons
storage sites, and other military
facilities, a claim Kyiv strongly
disputes. The attack coincides
with renewed international efforts
to broker a peace settlement after
more than three years of war.
U.S. President Donald Trump
has pushed for direct talks
between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Zelenskyy,
though Russia’s foreign minister
has indicated that lower-level
negotiations must take place
first. Meanwhile, Ukraine has
intensified its own drone strikes
on Russian oil refineries and
logistical hubs, disrupting
Moscow'’s fuel supply chain and
driving up wholesale gasoline
prices. Zelenskyy reiterated that
Ukraine is ready for direct
negotiations but stressed that
stronger Western pressure will be
essential if Russia continues to
resist meaningful dialogue.

ICRIER Warns of Sectoral
Strain as US Tariffs Hit
Indian Exports

India’s exporters are grappling
with sweeping US tariffs that now
cover almost 70 percent of
outbound shipments to America,
valued at roughly $60.85 billion.
While the duties look alarming, a
fresh analysis from the Indian
Council for Research on
International Economic Relations
(ICRIER) suggests the overall
less severe in
macroeconomic terms, affecting
just 7.38 percent of India’s total
exports and about 1.56 percent of
GDP. The report, Navigating

| Trump’s Tariff Blow, authored by

Ashok Gulati, Sulakshana Rao, and
Tanay Suntwal, highlights that the
real damage lies in labour-intensive
and high-value industries. Textiles
and apparel, gems and jewellery,
auto parts, and agriculture are
among the most vulnerable sectors,
with millions of livelihoods tied to their
performance. The textiles sector
faces the steepest disadvantage,
losing more than 30 percentage
points in tariff competitiveness
compared with rivals like
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and
Vietnam.

Zelenskyy Heads to Washington After Trump-Putin Summit Ends Without Deal

The high-stakes summit between
U.S. President Donald Trump and
Russian President Vladimir Putin in
Alaska ended without a ceasefire or
peace agreement, though both leaders
pledged to keep working toward ending
the war in Ukraine. Trump, who
described the talks as “productive,” said
the goal was not just a temporary
ceasefire but a comprehensive peace
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who was not
invited to the Alaska meeting,
announced he will travel to Washington

agreement.

on Monday to meet Trump directly.

summit “frank and meaningful,” noting
Zelenskyy emphasized that any path both sides expressed a desire to resolve
forward must include
Ukraine’s voice, calling for
a “real and lasting peace”
that goes beyond pauses
in fighting. He also urged
Trump to strengthen
sanctions against Russia
if no deal is reached and
reiterated that territorial
issues cannot be settled
without Kyiv’s involvement. Putin, in minister accused Putin of seeking to
remarks to Russian officials, called the prolong the war to weaken Western unity

the conflict peacefully.
However, analysts and
European leaders
remain  cautious,
warning that Russia
continues to launch
strikes on Ukrainian
cities even as
diplomacy advances.
The Czech defense

and expand Russia’s influence. Reaction
to the summit was sharply divided.
European leaders such as Emmanuel
Macron and Giorgia Meloni praised
Trump’s push for peace but stressed that
Ukraine must set its own conditions.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer said
progress had been made but insisted
Zelenskyy’s direct involvement in
negotiations is essential. In Washington,
U.S. lawmakers split along party lines,
with Republicans hailing Trump’s efforts
while Democrats accused him of
legitimizing Putin without tangible results.
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Moscow Hesitates on Trump’s Push
for Zelensky-Putin Peace Talks

The possibility of a long-
awaited face-to-face meeting
between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
gained traction Monday as U.S.
President Donald Trump hosted

Trump-Zelenskyy Meeting Signa

The high-stakes meeting
between U.S. President Donald
Trump and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the White
House delivered a mix of cordial
diplomacy and tense undertones.
Unlike their previous encounters,
the tone this time was noticeably
warmer, with Trump praising
Zelenskyy and emphasizing that
progress was being made. The
Ukrainian leader, dressed in a
formal suit rather than his typical
military attire, expressed thanks for
American support and highlighted
the importance of ongoing talks
with European leaders. This shift
in atmosphere set the stage for a
day of intense negotiations.

One of the most notable
developments was Trump’s
openness to security guarantees
for Ukraine. During his remarks,

elensky Signals Wi

European leaders at the White
House. But Moscow remained
noncommittal, saying only that
it might consider “raising the
level” of negotiations between
the two warring nations. Trump
interrupted a high-stakes

he suggested that the United
States, alongside European
allies, would provide Ukraine with
“very good protection, very good
security.” He even left the door
open to the possibility of
American troops being deployed
in Ukraine, although he stressed
that Europe would carry the
primary responsibility for
safeguarding Kyiv. NATO
Secretary General Mark Rutte
described Trump’s willingness to
participate in such guarantees as
a “breakthrough,” signaling a
major shift in Washington’s
stance. Despite the talk of
guarantees, Trump made it clear
that he does not see a ceasefire
as a requirement for moving
forward. This position mirrors the
line taken by Russian President
Vladimir Putin, raising concerns

lingness

to Meet Putin After Trump Call

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky has said he
is prepared to meet Russian
President Vladimir Putin following
high-level talks in Washington,
where U.S. President Donald
Trump and European leaders
sought to push forward peace
efforts. Speaking after a White
House summit on Monday,
Zelensky described the
discussions as “very good talks”
that covered sensitive issues
including security guarantees. He
emphasized that Ukraine is open
to both bilateral and trilateral
meetings involving Russia, the
U.S., and European partners.

“We are ready for bilateral with
Putin,” Zelensky said, calling his
encounter with Trump the
“warmest” to date. Trump
confirmed he had held a 40-
minute call with Putin after
meeting Zelensky, raising the
possibility of face-to-face
negotiations between the
Russian and Ukrainian leaders.
The Kremlin, however, struck a
cautious tone, with aide Yuri
Ushakov saying only that it was
“worthwhile” to explore raising the
level of ongoing talks between the
two countries. The question of
security guarantees dominated
the day’s discussions.

session with Zelensky and
European heads of government
to call Putin directly, floating the
idea of a one-on-one meeting
between the Russian and
Ukrainian leaders “at a location
to be determined.” He later

in Kyiv and across Europe that
fighting could continue while
negotiations drag on. French
President Emmanuel Macron and
German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz both countered this view,
insisting that a truce was
necessary to lend credibility to
the peace process and stop the
ongoing bloodshed. The divide
highlights the complex balance
of interests between
Washington, Moscow, and
European capitals.

suggested he would join a
subsequent trilateral summit.
“This was a very good, early
step for a war that has been
going on for almost four years,”
Trump said. Zelensky struck an
optimistic tone, calling the Oval
Office meeting with Trump their
“best yet” and thanking him for
renewed U.S. support. Still,
European leaders including
German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz and French President
Emmanuel Macron emphasized
that any next steps must
include at least a temporary
ceasefire, a condition Putin has
so far resisted. Macron urged
that “a truce, a ceasefire, or at
least stopping the killings” was
essential before meaningful
progress could be made. At the
center of the talks was the
question of security guarantees
for Kyiv. Trump hinted that U.S.
involvement could extend to
troops on the ground, while
European allies voiced support
for “Article 5-like” protections

[

similar to NATO'’s collective
defense clause. British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer and
Macron have already signaled
willingness to deploy forces,
though Moscow denounced the
idea as reckless and
provocative. Complicating
matters further is Russia’s
demand to retain control of
occupied Ukrainian territory, a
position Trump appeared to
tacitly endorse after his recent
meeting with Putin in Alaska.
Zelensky, however, sidestepped
questions about territorial
concessions, reiterating that
Ukraine’s priority is stopping
Russia’s assault with American
and European backing. With
public opinion in Ukraine
strongly against surrendering
land, and Moscow'’s intentions
still opaque, the road to peace
remains fraught with uncertainty
— even as Trump seeks to
position himself as the broker of
an end to Europe’s bloodiest
conflict since World War I1.

s Breakthroughs but Ralses Uncertainty
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TIFF CEO Apologizes After Controversy
Over Documentary on Oct. 7 Attacks

TORONTO
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Toronto International Film Festi-
val CEO Cameron Bailey has
publicly apologized for the con-
fusion and frustration caused by
the festival’s decision to pull and
later reinvite a documentary
about the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks
in Israel. Speaking at a pre-fes-
tival event, Bailey acknowledged
the backlash and promised ef-
forts to rebuild trust with affected
communities and stakeholders.
“I want to apologize for any hurt,

frustration, or disappointment
that our communication about
the film has caused, and for any
mischaracterizations that have
taken root,” Bailey said. “We're
working now — and we will be
for a while — to clarify things and
to repair relationships.” The film,
The Road Between Us: The Ulti-
mate Rescue by Canadian direc-
tor Barry Avrich, recounts the
story of retired Israeli general
Noam Tibon as he risked his life

to rescue his son and family
during the October 7 attacks. Ini-
tially invited as part of TIFF's
lineup to share what Bailey
called a “painful but important
story,” the documentary was
pulled over concerns related to
security and footage rights,
sparking criticism from cultural
groups, industry leaders, and
Israeli officials. Following discus-
sions with the filmmakers, TIFF
announced the film’s rein-
statement. While Noah
Shack, CEO of the Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs,
called the apology and rein-
statement “steps in the right
direction,” he emphasized the
need for greater accountabil-
ity and systemic changes to
prevent similar controversies
in the future. The Road Be-
tween Us is scheduled to pre-
miere at Roy Thomson Hall in
Toronto on September 10,
with tickets becoming available
to the public on August 25.
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Annapolis County Wildfire Expands to
3,200 Hectares as Crews Battle Flames

A fast-moving wildfire near Long Lake in
Nova Scotia’s Annapolis County has
grown to 3,210 hectares, covering more
than 32 square kilometres, according to
officials with the Department of Natural
Resources. The blaze, which started last
Wednesday, remains out of control de-
spite rainfall in the area. Fire managers
said the updated size reflects clearer vis-
ibility and more accurate mapping after
heavy smoke had obscured earlier mea-
surements. CBC News reports that no
homes have been destroyed, though
campers and trailers were lost in the fire’s
path. Authorities said fire crews have
worked tirelessly to protect properties
using sprinklers, hoses, and barriers.
Scott Tingley, the province’s forest pro-
tection manager, noted that the flames
reached the southern edge of Spectacle
Lake and briefly crossed West Dalhousie
Road. While 107 homes have been evacu-
ated, impacting around 215 residents, of-
ficials stressed that these tactics have

been critical in preventing the fire from
damaging houses. Winds have shifted in
a direction more favorable to crews, help-
ing to ease immediate threats to com-
munities. The firefighting effort includes
93 provincial firefighters, 15 local respond-

ers, 22 personnel from Ontario, and five
from Prince Edward Island. They are sup-
ported by four water bombers from the
Northwest Territories, two helicopters, and
three more helicopters en route from
Saskatchewan. Premier Tim Houston

confirmed that while the province has no
immediate plans to purchase its own
fixed-wing water bomber, officials are
evaluating future investments as wildfires
become more frequentin Nova Scotia. For
evacuees, the situation has created both
anxiety and gratitude. Deputy Warden
Dustin Enslow of Annapolis County told
CBC's Information Morning that residents
remain nervous but thankful for the strong
support from firefighters and communities
across the province. Some evacuees are
staying with relatives while others have
turned to camping. Over the weekend,
those displaced were permitted to briefly
return home with escorts to gather
clothes, medications, and other essen-
tials. The federal government has also
stepped in, approving Nova Scotia’s re-
guest for assistance. Emergency Man-
agement Minister Eleanor Olszewski con-
firmed that Ottawa is working with the Ca-
nadian Armed Forces to bolster local
firefighting efforts.

Survelllance Footage Captures Bear Spray Attack
on Satbir Cheema, A Sikh Surrey Non Profit Leader

Authorities in Surrey, B.C., are
investigating a violent assault on
Satbir Cheema, the president and
CEO of the Progressive
Intercultural Community Services
(PICS) Society. The attack,
which the organization has
described as a “targeted assault,”
took place on August 11 in the
parking lot of the group’s Newton
office. Surveillance video shows
Cheema leaving the building
around 5:30 p.m. and walking
toward his car when a white
Dodge pickup truck pulled up.

Moments later, a man exited the
truck’s rear passenger door,
approached Cheema, and
discharged bear spray in his
direction. Cheema managed to
avoid most of the spray and
retreated to his workplace to call
for help. According to Surrey
police, two suspects were
involved in the incident — the
driver and the attacker. Officers
are reviewing the video and other
evidence as they continue to
search for those responsible.
The PICS Society, which

Pakistan Monsoon Floods Kill Over 350in
Three Days, Thousands Displaced

Pakistan is reeling from
catastrophic monsoon flooding that
has claimed more than 350 lives
in just 72 hours, according to the
country’s National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA).
Since the rainy season began on
June 26, the death toll has
surpassed 650, with more than 180
others injured. Rescue operations
remain underway but were
temporarily stalled on Monday as
relentless rainfall hampered relief
efforts. Officials said the majority
of deaths were caused by flash
floods in the mountainous northern
region of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
while others resulted from lightning
strikes and the collapse of homes.
Entire communities have been
swept away, with homes, shops,
and roads destroyed by the fast-
moving waters and landslides.
Aerial images from Buner district
showed entire neighborhoods
submerged in sludge and debris.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
offered condolences to victims’

families, pledging full government
support. “The Government is
mobilising all resources for
rescue and relief operations,” he
wrote on X. Still, many residents
say aid has been slow to arrive.
In Rawalpindi, factory owner
Mohammad Shabbir told Reuters
that nine feet of floodwater had
destroyed homes and
livelihoods, yet “no one from the
government has checked on us
or offered help.” Others echoed
similar frustration, accusing
authorities of neglecting
vulnerable communities. The
government insists it has
sufficient resources to manage
the crisis and has declined
foreign aid at this stage.
However, memories of Pakistan’s
2022 floods — which submerged
a third of the country, killed or
injured more than 15,000 people,
and displaced 8 million — have
heightened concerns about the
country’s long-term disaster
preparedness.

provides employment, housing,
and social support to newcomers
in Canada, issued a strong
statement condemning the

violence. Cheema emphasized =&

that the attack was not just
personal but a strike against the
organization’s values and its
mission of community service. “|
am deeply grateful for the support
from local police and the
community,” Cheema said.
“Violence and intimidation will not
deter us from serving those who
depend on us.”

Doug Ford Criticizes Assault Charges
Against Lindsay Homeowner After Break In

Ontario Premier Doug Ford is
voicing frustration after a
Lindsay homeowner was
charged with assaulting an
alleged intruder during a violent
encounter earlier this week. The
incident, which unfolded on
August 18, has sparked a
heated debate about self-
defense laws and homeowners’
rights.

According to police, the resident
awoke to find a man inside his
apartment. A struggle broke out,
leaving the alleged intruder with
life-threatening injuries. He was
taken to a local hospital and later
airlifted to a Toronto trauma
center. The 44-year-old
homeowner was arrested and
charged with aggravated assault
and assault with a weapon but
has since been released with a
future court date.Speaking at a
press conference, Ford
condemned the charges, calling
the situation unacceptable. He
stressed that people have the

right to protect themselves and
their families when their homes
are breached, adding that the
system “is broken” if
homeowners defending their
property end up facing criminal
charges. Kawartha Lakes
Police issued a public
statement defending their
actions, emphasizing that
charges are based on evidence
and are not proof of guilt. The
statement clarified that while
Canadians have the right to
defend themselves under
Sections 34 and 35 of the

= - -1
Criminal Code, the level of force
used must be considered

reasonable. The alleged intruder,
a 41-year-old man wanted on
unrelated matters, remains in
custody at the hospital and now
faces several additional
charges, including break and
enter, possession of a weapon
for a dangerous purpose,
mischief under $5,000, and
failure to comply with probation.
The investigation is ongoing, but
authorities have assured the
public there is no further threat
to community safety.
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Canada to Accept TOEFL Essentials
for Permanent Residency Applications

Foreign nationals applying for Canadian
permanent residency will soon have a
new option to demonstrate their English
proficiency. Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada (IRCC) has
announced that it will begin accepting
the TOEFL Essentials test for applicants
in its permanent economic immigration
programs.

The decision follows the addition of the
Educational Testing Service (ETS),
which administers the TOEFL exams,
as a designated language testing
organization. While the test is not yet
available for immigration applications,
IRCC confirmed that updates to its
official guidelines will be posted once
the rollout date and test locations are
finalized.

The change will apply to candidates in
programs such as Express Entry, which
includes the Federal Skilled Worker
Program, Federal Skilled Trades
Program, and Canadian Experience
Class. It will also extend to the Atlantic

Canada Post De

Immigration Program and most
Provincial Nominee Programs (PNPs),
though provinces and territories may
individually decide how and when to
adopt the new option. TOEFL Essentials
is a 1.5-hour exam that evaluates
listening, reading, writing, and speaking
skills through real-life, task-based
activities. Test takers can complete it
at secure centres in Canada and
worldwide.

Instant results for listening and
reading are available upon completion,
with official scores released within six
days. Candidates can also send their
results to an unlimited number of
institutions free of charge. With this
addition, applicants will now have four
approved tests to choose from: CELPIP,
IELTS, Pearson PTE Core, and soon,
TOEFL Essentials. IRCC will continue
to use the Canadian Language
Benchmarks (CLB) to assess
applicants’ language levels across all
approved tests.
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Bargaining discussions between Canada
Post and the Canadian Union of Postal
Workers (CUPW) have been pushed
back, with negotiations now set to resume
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on Monday, August 25. The delay,
according to CUPW, is to allow Canada
Post more time to review the union’s latest
proposals submitted earlier this week.

The union said its negotiating committees
returned to the table on August 20 with
comprehensive offers for both the Rural and
Suburban Mail Carriers (RSMC) and Urban
bargaining units. Canada Post’s request
for additional time forced the postponement
of the meeting initially planned for Friday.

The corporation has yet to issue
a public response confirming the change
in schedule. Talks between the two sides
had restarted Wednesday after postal
workers rejected Canada Post’s “final” offer
from May. The union’s latest proposal
includes a 19 percent wage increase
spread over four years, a cost-of-living
allowance to offset high inflation, and
improvements to benefits and paid leave.
Urban postal workers have also proposed
reinstating weekend parcel delivery
exclusively for full-time employees to better

ays Union Talks Amid Ongoing Labour Dispute

compete with private carriers like
Amazon, UPS, and Purolator. Canada
Post’'s previous offer proposed a 13
percent wage increase over four years
and the inclusion of more part-time roles,
arguing that such changes would provide
scheduling flexibility and help cut costs
for the financially strained service. CUPW
has opposed the plan, calling instead for
cost savings to be found elsewhere and
demanding an end to the use of
contracted workers, as well as limits on
forced overtime. The union says an
overtime ban remains in effect as
negotiations continue, signaling that the
labour dispute is far from over. Both sides
are now preparing for what could be a
critical round of talks next week as the
future of postal operations and worker
conditions hangs in the balance.

Ontario Pipeline Corridor Plan Faces Criticism Over Lack of

Indigenou

Ontario’s proposed East-West
Energy Corridor, a project aimed
at moving oil and gas from Alberta
to refineries in southern Ontario,
is facing growing opposition from
Indigenous leaders and
environmental experts. Critics
argue the plan has advanced
without meaningful consultation
with First Nations communities
and poses serious environmental
and economic concerns. The
Mushkegowuk Council,
representing seven First Nations
along the James Bay coast, says
the province has ignored their
repeated requests for dialogue.
Lawrence Martin, the council’s
lands and resources director,
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nsultation and Environmental Risks

Economic experts are
questioning the viability of the
project, particularly the proposed
port on James Bay. Harsh
conditions, seasonal ice, and
limited shipping windows could
make oil and gas exports from
the area economically unfeasible.
However, analysts note that a
port might be more practical for
shipping critical minerals already
being stockpiled in northern
regions. Despite promises from
the province to create an
“Indigenous engagement
roadmap,” Martin and other
leaders say those efforts have yet
to materialize. The
Mushkegowuk Council remains

called the lack of engagement
“astonishing,” noting that planned
developments, including a
proposed deep-sea port on James
Bay, conflict with ongoing federally
funded research to establish an

Indigenous-led national marine
conservation area (NMCA) in the
region. Environmental experts
also warn the project could pose
significant risks to sensitive
ecosystems. Mike McKay,

director of the Great Lakes
Institute for Environmental
Research, cautioned that a spill
could have devastating effects on
the Great Lakes, a vital source
of drinking water and economic

activity for millions of people
across Canada and the U.S.
Researchers are currently
studying how oil behaves in
freshwater systems to better
prepare for such emergencies.

open to dialogue and urges the
Ontario government to involve
their communities in shaping
decisions that will have long-term
impacts on their land, water, and
way of life.
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Canada Llfts Retallatory Tariffs on U.S. Goods Covered by CUSMA

Prime Minister Mark Carney has
announced that Canada will
remove all retaliatory tariffs on
U.S. goods covered under the

Canada-U.S.-Mexico Agreement
(CUSMA) by September 1. The
move, aimed at easing trade
tensions, follows a phone call

between Carney and U.S.
President Donald Trump, where
both leaders discussed
strengthening bilateral economic
ties.

Despite this step, tariffs on key
sectors such as steel,
aluminum, and autos will remain
in place as Canada continues
negotiations to establish a more
balanced trade framework.
Carney highlighted that even amid
ongoing disputes, 85 percent of
Canada-U.S. trade remains tariff-
free, a level of access that
outperforms most other global
trade relationships.

The White House welcomed

Toronto Airport Arrest Ends 9-Month Fugitive
Search for Navjeet Singh, in Fatal Manitoba Crash

Navjeet Singh, a 25-year-old from Brampton, was
taken into custody at Toronto’s Pearson
International Airport after evading authorities for
over nine months. Singh was wanted in connection
with a fatal collision in Manitoba that claimed the
lives of a mother and her eight-year-old daughter.
According to Manitoba RCMP, Singh arrived in
Canada Thursday morning on an Ethiopian Airlines
flight, where Peel Regional Police and Canada
Border Services Agency officers arrested him. The
charges stem from a crash on November 15, 2024,
when Singh allegedly drove a semi-trailer truck
through a stop sign on Highway 201 near Altona,
roughly 90 kilometers southwest of Winnipeg,
striking an SUV.The SUV's driver, 35-year-old Sara
Unger from the rural municipality of Rhineland,
died at the scene. Her daughter, eight-year-old

Alexa, was airlifted to hospital but succumbed
to her injuries shortly after. Singh was also
hospitalized after the crash but disappeared
following his release, prompting a Canada-wide
warrantissued later that month. Authorities
from multiple agencies, including the RCMP,
CBSA, and Manitoba Motor Carrier Enforcement,
coordinated efforts to locate and arrest Singh.
RCMP officials acknowledged the immense grief
endured by the Unger family and expressed
gratitude to all those involved in bringing Singh
into custody.
dangerous operation of a motor vehicle causing
death and one count of obstructing a police officer.
He remains in custody and is expected to be
transferred to Manitoba in the coming days to
face the charges.

Singh faces two counts of

U.S. Sanctions Canadian ICC Judge, Escalating Tensions with Ottawa

The United States has imposed
sanctions on four senior officials
of the International Criminal Court
(ICC), including Canadian judge
Kimberly Prost, a move that
could strain relations with Ottawa
as trade negotiations with
Washington continue. Prost, a
University of Manitoba graduate
and former Justice Canada
official, was among those
targeted alongside a French judge
and two deputy prosecutors.
U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio labeled the ICC a “national
security threat,” criticizing its

investigations into U.S. military
actions in Afghanistan and its
recent arrest warrant for Israeli
President Benjamin Netanyahu.
Canada has long been a key
supporter of the Hague-based
court, helping shape its creation
in 2002 and providing significant
financial backing. Prost, now the
second Canadian to serve as an
ICC judge, was part of the 2020
panel that unanimously
authorized an investigation into
war crimes involving the Taliban,
Afghan forces, and U.S.
personnel. Legal scholars have

condemned the sanctions,
arguing they undermine
international justice and send a
message that powerful nations
can act with impunity. Critics
warn the move could complicate
Canada’s trade discussions with
the U.S., as Ottawa navigates
how to respond without
jeopardizing economic priorities.
While France and other allies
have expressed strong support for
the ICC, the sanctions raise
broader concerns about
compliance and respect for
international law.

Canada’s decision, calling the
removal of tariffs on CUSMA-
compliant goods “long overdue.”
U.S. officials expressed optimism
that this move would pave the way
for deeper discussions on broader
trade and security issues.

Carney emphasized that the
decision to lift these tariffs was
made to support Canadian
industries struggling under the
weight of the trade war. He noted
that Canada will also begin
industry consultations next
month in preparation for the official
CUSMA review scheduled for
next year, ensuring Canadian
interests are well-represented in

the process. Beyond trade,
Carney underscored his
government’s commitment to
strengthening the economy
through diversified trade
partnerships, accelerated home-
building efforts, and increased
investment in national defense.
He also revealed that the
government will soon announce
the first of several major “nation-
building projects,” which are
expected to include infrastructure
such as highways, ports, critical
mineral facilities, and nuclear
energy initiatives, aimed at
transforming Canada’s economic
landscape.

Ontario Premier Doug Ford is
calling on Prime Minister Mark
Carney to ensure any trade
agreement with the United
States includes support for
Canadian industries hurt by
ongoing U.S.
tariffs.
Speaking
after Ottawa
announced it
would lift
counter-tariffs
on CUSMA-
compliant U.S. goods Ford
said sectors such as steel,
auto, forestry, and copper need
direct relief or stronger federal
action. In a statement posted
on X, Ford emphasized that if
Ottawa cannot negotiate
meaningful support, it must “hit
back hard” by imposing new
measures and providing
financial assistance to
impacted workers and
businesses. The premier has
consistently urged the federal
government to negotiate from a
position of strength, cautioning
against making concessions in
talks with U.S. President
Donald Trump. Ford also

Ford Pressures Ottawa to Secure
Tariff Relief for Key Industries

highlighted the importance of
leveraging domestic resources
to reduce the damage caused
by U.S. tariffs. He reiterated his
call for federal policies that
prioritize the use of Ontario and
Canadian steel
i n
| infrastructure,
defense, and
industrial
projects to
support local
jobs and
industry growth. The comments
come amid ongoing
negotiations between Canada
and the United States aimed at
reshaping trade terms and
reducing tensions that have
escalated over tariff disputes.
Ford stressed that Canada must
act quickly to protect its
economic interests while
pursuing a long-term strategy to
strengthen domestic
production. The premier’s
remarks add pressure on
Ottawa as it navigates complex
trade talks that will determine
the future of key Canadian
industries facing significant
cross-border challenges.

Carney's First 100 Days: Some Progress and Challenges Ahead

Prime Minister Mark Carney
entered office with promises of
urgency, pledging to confront
U.S. tariffs, dismantle internal
trade barriers, fast-track major
projects, and tackle Canada’s
housing crisis. One hundred
days later, his government has
made visible progress in some
areas while falling behind on
others, leaving Canadians divided
on whether the bold start has
delivered meaningful results.

On trade, Carney has worked to
manage the escalating tariff
dispute with U.S. President
Donald Trump. Although Canada
has rolled back some retaliatory
tariffs and strengthened ties with
Mexico and Europe, core issues
remain unresolved. Steel,
aluminum, and auto tariffs
continue to strain Canadian

industries, and a new trade deal
with Washington remains elusive.
Analysts credit Carney for
staying measured, but the
economic pain from tariffs is
building with no clear resolution
in sight.

Domestically, the government
pushed through the One
Canadian Economy Act to reduce
internal trade barriers and fast-
track major projects. However,
the legislation has drawn
backlash from Indigenous
communities, who say their
concerns were sidelined.
Meanwhile, the ambitious
housing agenda — including the
creation of Build Canada Home
— remains in the planning
stages, and developers are
pushing Ottawa to collaborate
rather than create a competing

federal agency. On defence and
foreign affairs, Carney has
committed to historic increases
in military spending, promising
to reach five percent of GDP by
2035. He has signed new
agreements with the European
Union, expanded Arctic security
initiatives, and taken steps
toward greater independence
from U.S. protection. Critics
argue, however, that the rapid
build-up risks long-term fiscal
strain. Canadians are also
watching closely for action on
health care and immigration.
Pharmacare negotiations have
stalled, creating uncertainty
about future access to essential
medications. Immigration
reforms aimed at balancing
economic needs with housing
and infrastructure pressures are

still in early stages, with
premiers pressing Ottawa for
more regional control. As Carney
prepares for a critical fall budget,
observers say the next phase will

determine  whether his
government can convert early

momentum into lasting
achievements. The challenge
will be to deliver on promises
without overextending Canada’s
finances — a balancing act that
will define the rest of his
mandate.
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Canada’s Trade Deficit Soars to $19.5B
Amid U.S. Tariffs and Falllng Exports

Canada’s trade deficit in goods
and services widened sharply inthe
second quarter of 2025, hitting
$19.5 hillion, according to new data
from Statistics Canada. The figure
marks a steep jump from the $800
million deficit recorded in the first
quarter, as U.S. tariffs and a
stronger Canadian dollar weighed
heavily on exports. The trade
surplus with the United States —
Canada’s largest trading partner —
shrank dramatically, falling from
$31.3 billion in the first quarter to
$10.1 billion in the second. Moshe
Lander, an economist at Concordia
University, said the growing gap
reflects the impact of the ongoing
trade tensions. “In the middle of a
trade war with the U.S., it's no
surprise that we’re exporting
substantially less to our major
partner,” Lander explained, noting
that reduced exports could lead to
cutbacks in manufacturing jobs and
higher unemployment.Exports to
countries outside the U.S. also
dipped slightly, sliding from $31.8
billion to $29.6 billion. The
slowdown highlights the challenge
Canada faces in diversifying its

trade relationships, a goal Prime
Minister Mark Carney has made
central to his economic strategy.
Carney recently traveled to
Germany to promote Canadian
critical minerals, metals, and
energy in the European market,
signaling a push to expand
beyond traditional U.S.-focused
trade patterns. Experts, however,
argue that Canada should have
moved earlier to build stronger
global ties. “We got complacent
with our U.S. partnership,” Lander

said, pointing out that Canada
lacked strong international allies
when tariffs were first threatened.
Despite the widening deficit,
Canada remains a major exporter,
with nearly half a trillion dollars in
goods leaving the country
annually. However, economists
warn that wunless trade
diversification accelerates and

tensions with the U.S. ease, the |

growing gap could place
increasing pressure on Canada’s
economy and labor market.

Canada Post is calling on the Canadian
Union of Postal Workers (CUPW) to
reconsider its bargaining position as
negotiations continue with little sign of
progress. The Crown corporation, which
reported a staggering $407-million loss
before taxes in the second quarter of 2025
— a sharp contrast to a $30-million profit
during the same period last year — says
the union’s proposals are “unaffordable”
and fail to address the company’s financial
realities. In a statement, Canada Post said
that despite months of negotiations and
worsening losses, CUPW has maintained

or expanded its list of demands. The
company emphasized the need for
“workable solutions” to restore stability
and end ongoing disruptions, such as the
overtime ban currently in place. Canada
Post attributed much of its revenue drop
to both labour actions and the shift of
businesses to competing delivery
services. CUPW rejected Canada Post’s
claims, accusing the corporation of
misrepresenting the state of negotiations
and failing to bargain in good faith. The
union said its proposals, submitted earlier
this month, are aimed at protecting jobs,

Canada Post Urges Union to Scale Back Demands Amid Deepening Financial Losses

improving service, and securing the postal
system’s future. It also reiterated its
refusal to accept rollbacks or
concessions that would weaken the
workforce.

The dispute comes as Canada Post
grapples with what an Industrial Inquiry
Commission has described as an
“existential crisis,” warning that the
company is effectively insolvent. The
commission has recommended major
changes to help stabilize operations,
including scaling back daily deliveries and
expanding community mailbox use.

20th Edition of SAWID Business Directory.

2025

oo 19 Edition GRERRS
Eﬂm

hwal@gmail
end o

$100

Special price for the Directory

1000$ for programming
Whatsnppsﬁaanknﬁamuﬂs

ROMULUS
IMMIGRATION

+PR APPLICATIONS +IMMIGRATION APPEALS
+WORK PERMIT APPLICATIONS +EXPRESS ENTRY

+SUPER VISA - STUDENT VISA +BUSINESS AND VISITOR VISA
+HUMANITARIAN & COMPASSIONATE - STUDENT VISA:

+GROUNDS APPLICATION [H&C)

Authonzed dealer of Rogers fido and chatr & E

(Qj KUMAR
+PRE-REMOVAL RISK ASSESSMENT (PRRA) .

Surrey 5G

OKUMAR

To publish

2 your advertisement
as low as

contact:

_

Kl

singhatthwal@gmail.com

i manjeetatthwal@gmail.com

Mobile No. +1 (438) 500-6024

Office number: 514-798-1794

www.sawidcanada.com




