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Pro« Active Drayage

—_CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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DAN-IPIY

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi,all Indian, Pakistani,English and All over The
World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

IH UTfIAST®! 965 © 816 3% ToT 39 &
AUGCH 968, U Jo%, MTElS, dcelban,
faAat M3 Mus © 9a% T 2 ndE HE Ao d
Instagram:|AMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Ameliorez votre beauté

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair Styling
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beautifying Services
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Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.
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« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

More services soon

ZASIECotelVestu

StHRIZaure n PEA4TES 1N,
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 Commercial Realty Services
* Residential Realty Services
* Homeowner Related Services

Bring your relatlves to
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student visa. Permanent
Residence in 2 years
upon completion

of diploma

studies.
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Free consultation .
Free market evaluation .

Mortgage arrangements canalso be made
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Komal Arora
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Carney and Trump Set 30-Day Deadline
for Canada U.S. Trade Deal at G7 Summit

Prime Minister Mark Carney

and U.S. President Donald

Trump have committed to
finalizing a new trade
agreement within 30 days,
aiming to resolve long-standing
tariff tensions between the two
countries. The agreement was
reached during a bilateral
meeting on the sidelines of the
G7 Summit in Kananaskis,
Alberta, where the two leaders
discussed economic
cooperation in a 70-minute
session, including a 30-minute
one-on-one conversation. This
is the first time either side has
set a firm timeline to resolve
trade irritants, signaling a
renewed urgency after months
of friction. “We agreed to pursue
negotiations toward a deal
within the coming 30 days,”
Carney wrote on social media
following the meeting. Trump
echoed the sentiment, saying,
“l think we’re going to
accomplish a lot,” though he
reaffirmed his preference for
tariffs, calling them “simple,
easy, and precise.”

Carney, who has
consistently advocated for a

more strategic cooperative
trade model, reportedly
presented a “more complex
idea” during the talks. While
the details of Canada’s
proposal remain undisclosed,
U.S. officials acknowledged
progress, with Trump wearing
a symbolic Canada-U.S.
friendship lapel pin during the
meeting — a rare gesture not
provided by Canadian protocol.
The talks were led by Carney
and Trump but also included
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senior officials such as U.S.
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent and Trade
Representative Jamieson
Greer. Canada’s Trade
Minister Dominic LeBlanc and
Ambassador Kirsten Hillman
also met with their U.S.
counterparts following the
leaders’ meeting. Hillman said
momentum has picked up, but
emphasized that significant
work remains to convince
Trump to ease or eliminate

on track. Despite his early exit
from the summit to return to
Washington amid escalating

| Middle East tensions, Trump

~ leftona positive note regarding

tariffs. “Our position is that we
should have no tariffs on
Canadian exports to the United
States,” she said. The renewed
dialogue comes in the wake of
Trump’s decision earlier this
month to double tariffs on
global steel and aluminum
imports from 25 to 50 percent
— a move Carney previously
condemned as “illogical” and
“unjustified.” However, Canada
held off on retaliatory
measures to keep trade talks

Canada. He praised his
relationship with Carney, calling
it “very good,” and signaled
optimism about achieving a deal
that benefits both economies.
During the summit's opening
session, Carney described the
current global landscape as a
“turning point in history,” and
urged leaders to cooperate in
building resilience against
geopolitical and economic
shocks. He acknowledged
disagreements around the
G7 table, particularly with
Trump, but expressed hope
that unity on shared
interests like trade and
security could vyield real
progress. Trade negotiations
between Canada and the U.S.
will continue in the coming
weeks under an accelerated
timeline. If successful, the deal
could mark a critical
breakthrough in stabilizing one
of the world’s most important
economic partnerships.

Condo Market Slumps in Toronto and Vancouver
Amid Surging Supply and Project Cancellations

Canada’s two largest housing
markets are facing a sharp downturn
in condominium sales and
construction, as new data reveals
significant slowdowns in both Toronto
and Vancouver. Despite a national call
to accelerate homebuilding,
oversupply, economic uncertainty, and
declining buyer demand have

triggered what experts are calling a
serious market correction. According M
to the Canadian Mortgage and &

Housing Corporation (CMHC), condo
sales from 2022 to Q1 2025 dropped
75 percent in Toronto and 37 percent
in Vancouver. Inventory levels have
surged, with Toronto now sitting on
more than 20,000 unsold units. Royal
LePage West’s Adil Dinani noted that
Vancouver’s condo listing inventory is
the highest it has been in a decade,
painting a bleak picture for sellers and
developers alike. Real estate lawyer
Evelyn Contino, who has been trying
to sell her downtown Toronto condo
since November, says even
substantial price cuts haven’t
attracted offers. “It really is a
tumultuous time in the real estate
market,” she said, reflecting the
challenges faced by many property
owners in this stagnant market. Said
to Canadian Press

Industry experts are describing the
current landscape as a buyer’s
market. While prices have declined
slightly and interest rates have
eased, many potential buyers remain
hesitant. Economic uncertainty has
caused prospective homeowners to
delay purchases, hoping prices will
drop further or waiting for clearer
signals from the global economy. The
construction side of the market has
taken an even bigger hit. Urbanation
reports that condo construction in the

Greater Toronto Area has plummeted
to its lowest level since 1996.

Developers are struggling to meet pre-
sale targets needed for financing,

leading to the cancellation or delay
of at least 28 projects, amounting to
nearly 6,000 units—since 2024.
Some of these projects have been
converted into rentals or placed under
receivership. Despite the downturn,
market insiders believe the slump is
part of a natural cycle. Dinani predicts
that once the current oversupply is
absorbed, the market will swing back
to undersupply. TRREB’s Jason
Mercer emphasized the importance of
continuing to build, warning that

. slowing construction now could
 create a housing shortage in the near

future. The CMHC estimates that 3.5
million new homes are needed by 2030
to meet affordability targets. “If we don’t
start those projects today,” Mercer
cautioned, “we’re going to face even
greater pressure five years from now.”

Separatist Protest During PM Modi’s Visit
to Canada Amid G7 Summit Diplomacy

EPrime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit

multiple microphones blared

Bordman said crossed the boundaries of

to Canada for the G7 Summit was met simultaneously as demonstrators called acceptable public discourse. The protests

with protests from separatist
groups in Alberta, withf
demonstrators staging what they
described as an “ambush” protest |
during his arrival in Kananaskis.
Viral videos show a convoy of
protesters gathering at Calgary’s

Municipal Plaza, shoutig slogans \
and displaying aggressive T84
behavior, including acts involving [Z7¢%
the Indian national flag. The protest @
drew widespread attention on social media
and from Canadian journalists, some of
whom reported inflammatory language
used during the rallies. Independent
journalist Daniel Bordman noted that

for the rejection of Modi’s political agenda
and even made provocative calls related
to India’s territorial integrity. Protesters
also reportedly released a new song
targeting the Indian government, which

occurred as Prime Minister Modi
d embarked on the second leg of his
| three-nation tour, following stops in
. Cyprus and ahead of his visit to
: Croatia. While in Canada, Modi is
® expected to hold bilateral
LN discussions with Prime Minister
‘\ Mark Carney, along with leaders from
4 Germany, lItaly, and Ukraine.
Canadian journalist Mocha Bezirgan,
who has previously covered these
demonstrations, posted that one of the
protest organizers was linked to a banned
organization in India. Bezirgan himself
was reportedly assaulted during a similar
protest in Vancouver earlier this month.
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Let us pledge to stop criticizing others

The creator has created the
beautiful human being in the
universe and has also added
two bouquets of virtues and de-
merits to it. To choose them, he
has created the best intellect in
the human species among 84
lakh species and has given it
the right to think about its good
and bad. But we see in our jour-
ney of life that the human being
chooses the bouquet of demer-
its by himself and gets moulded
into it and in the end blames the
creator of the universe for mak-
ing his life hell, whereas the fault
lies with the human being that
he himself chose that bouquet
of demerits with his intellect.l,
Advocate Kishan Sanmukhdas
Bhawnani, Gondia,
Maharashtra, believe that the
proverb “when we point one fin-
ger, three fingers point back at
us” is often associated with the
ideaof ??self-reflection
andaccountability. This phrase
suggests that when we accuse
or blame someone else, we
should also consider our own
mistakes or contributions to the
situation. While the exact ori-
gins of this proverb are unclear,
it encompasses themes found
in various cultural and philo-
sophical traditions. It aligns with
psychology’s concepts about
projection, where individuals
attribute their undesirable
gualities or behaviors to oth-
ers. The image of fingers
shows that criticism often re-
flects more about the critic
than the subject of
criticism.The beauty of this
phrase is that it forces one to
introspect rather than blame
someone else. Although vices
are called by hundreds of

Pakistan suffers violence of its own making. West's refusa

words, evils, today we will dis-
cuss the vice of condemnation,
pointing fingers at others. Let us
take a pledge to give up the vice
of condemnation. We should
avoid the mistake of evaluating
ourselves as superior to others.
The person who calls himself in-
ferior is the most talented.
Friends, if we talk about con-
demnation, then someone has
rightly said that, every living
being in the world has been cre-
ated by God Allah for some pur-
pose. We do not have the right
to make fun of any creation of
God Allah.Therefore, criticizing
someone is like criticizing God
himself. By criticizing someone,
you can satisfy your ego for
some time but you cannot de-
stroy the wealth of someone's
ability, goodness, goodness and
truth.One who is as bright as the
Sun, no matter how many dark
clouds of criticism may cover
him, his brightness, brilliance
and heat cannot be reduced.
Friends, if we talk about evalu-
ating ourselves as the best
among others, then praising
ourselves and criticizing others
is like a lie. Just as our eyes
can see the stains on the moon,
but cannot see our own kajal.
In the same way, we see the
faults of others, although we
ourselves are full of many
faults.The faults that we see
in others, are actually caused
by the impure attitudes of our
own mind.Criticizing others is
not beneficial in any way. In
this regard, a poet has also
written that there is no way
to judge us.Otherwise, noone
has an enemy. The critic should
remember that the world will see
you with thousands of eyes,

while you will be able to see the
world with only two eyes.
Friends, if we talk about point-
ing a finger at others, when a
person points a finger at some-
one else's faults, he should re-
member that his three fingers
bent backwards are first point-
ing towards him. Slander and
backbiting are useless. This in-
creases mutual animosity, bit-
terness and conflict. That is why
it is said that do not look at the
deeds of others,only observe
your own deeds. People criti-
cize those who remain
silent.They criticize those who
speak a lot, criticize those who
speak less, there is no one in
the world who is not criticized,
that is why it is said - As is the
wisdom of one, so is what he
says. Do not take it badly,
where should one go like this.A
man should not consider him-
self criticized just by hearing his
criticism from others, he should
know himself himself, because
the people are autocratic,they
say whatever they want. The
hater does not look at the guilty
qualities.

Friends, if we talk about the
pleasure of criticizing others,
then initially there is a lot of
pleasure in criticizing others,
but later on, criticizing others
creates unrest in the mind
and we fill our life with sor-
rows. Every person has his
own viewpoint and nature.
Anyone can form any opinion
about others. Every person
has the right over his tongue
and it is not possible to stop
anyone from criticizing. Na
bina parvaadena ramate
durjanojana: kaak:sarvarsan
bhukte vina madhyam na

tripyati.Meaning- Evil (bad)
people do not get pleasure
without criticizing (slandering)
people. Just like a crow enjoys
all the pleasures but is not sat-
isfied without dirt, people drink
the juice of criticism for differ-
ent reasons. Some are en-
gaged in criticizing someone
just to pass their time, while
some make criticism their daily
routine to prove themselves bet-
ter than someone.lt is not pos-
sible to satisfy the critics.
Friends, if we talk about global
views on criticism, Mahatma
Gandhi has also said that in-
stead of looking at the faults of
others, we should adopt their
qualities.Criticizing others is
notauspicious. A person usu-
ally enjoys criticizing and lis-
tening to criticism.Whereas
listening to criticism and
criticizing, both are subjects.
That is why our great men
have said 'Sapneha nahin
dekha pardosha!' meaning do
not see the faults of others
even in dreams. Lord Buddha
has said that one who dis-
cusses the faults of others,
reveals his own faults. Lord
Mahavir has also said that
criticizing someone is
equal to eating the flesh of
the back. The Creator usu-
ally does not give all the
qualities to one person or
one place. Jesus Christ had
said that people see the
speck in the eyes of oth-
ers, but do not see the
beam in their own eye.
Henry Ford said that | al-
ways try to understand the
point of view of others. Our
goodwill or ill will forces us
to consider someone as a

friend or enemy. Goodwill is
due to favorable situation and
ill will is due to unfavorable
situation. Do not reveal the
hidden faults of people.This
will definitely reduce their re-
spect, but you will lose your
trust.

Friends, if we talk about hu-
man nature of finding faults in
others, criticizing others. Al-
ways finding faults in others
is a big defect of human
nature.Finding faults in oth-
ers and calling oneself supe-
rior is the nature of some
people. We will easily find
such people anywhere. In-
stead of wasting time in
counter-argument, it is better
to increase your morale even
more and keep moving for-
ward on the path of progress
in life. By doing this, one day
your position will become very
strong and your critics will get
nothing except disappoint-
ment. Therefore, develop the
habit of finding good qualities
everywhere. See how much
joy it gives. Who is perfect in
the world, everyone has some
or the other flaws. So if we
study the entire above de-
scription and analyze it, we
will find that the wicked
ones do not tolerate evil.
Kaak:Sarvarsan bhukte
vinamadhyam na tripyati. Let
us pledge to give up
slander.When we point one
finger at others, three fingers
point towards us.It is important
to underline this. We should
avoid the mistake of evaluating
ourselves as the best in com-
parison to others. The person
who calls himself inferior is the
one with the best qualities.

toleam Is even moretragic

In the arid valleys of North Waziristan,
where the dust hangs heavy and silence
is often broken by the thud of helicopter
blades or the distant crackle of gunfire,
a convoy of Pakistani soldiers met their
tragic end. Sixteen men, extinguished
in a single assault by a suicide
bomber’s calculated violence. Claimed
by the suicide bomber wing of the Hafiz
Gul Bahadur faction of Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), the attack, at first
glance, is but another episode in the
grim ledger of the subcontinent’s
senseless bloodletting; yet to treat it as
such is to miss the deeper, tragic
direction of Pakistan’s politics. This is
the latest manifestation of a fatal logic
that has long guided Pakistan’s suicidal
statecraft and self-delusion This incident
—one of the deadliest single-day attacks
on Pakistani security forces in recent
months in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa — is
emblematic of the persistent instability
that has gripped North Waziristan, a
region long regarded as a stronghold for
militant groups such as the TTP. Despite
repeated counterinsurgency operations
and government pledges to restore
peace, the area remains a flashpoint for
insurgent violence. The latest assault

reflects not only the resilience and
adaptability of these militant networks
but also the enduring challenges faced
by Pakistan’s security apparatus since
the Taliban returned to power in
Afghanistan.
Pakistan: a study in
contradiction

The cycle of militant violence in North
Waziristan is the reverberation of a deeper,
historical dissonance — snowballing
because of strategic miscalculations and
unresolved grievances —that continues to
shape, and perhaps distort, Pakistan’s
trajectory. Pakistan has always been a
study in contradiction — a nation forged in
the fires of British India’s Partition, steeped
in trauma and displacement, yet
perpetually seeking coherence through the
manipulation of identity and enmity. Itis a
militarised polity defined less by what it is
than by what it is not — not India, not
secular, not reconciled. In this desperate
search for national cohesion, the architects
of the state turned to the expedient tools of
religious fundamentalism and proxy warfare.
The attack in North Waziristan is thus the
harvest of seeds sown over decades: a
policy of nurturing militant groups as
instruments of strategic depth, first against

the Soviets in Afghanistan, then against
India in Kashmir. Once tactically useful,
these groups now turn upon their erstwhile
patron in Rawalpindi with the cold logic of
history’s recurring ironies. Folly in
governance is not merely an error; itis the
deliberate pursuit of policies contrary to self-
interest, even when their consequences are
manifest and mounting. The Pakistani
military’s double game — proclaiming itself
a victim of terror while abetting its architects
— has produced a landscape where the
boundaries between state and non-state,
between friend and foe, have been blurred
to the point of absurdity. The North
Waziristan suicide bombing is thus not a
rupture, but a fulfilment. The Pakistani
state’s own monsters, having tasted blood,
now feast upon their creators without any
shame or restraint. If Pakistan’s duplicity is
the proximate cause of its turmoil, the
West's strategic myopia is its
indispensable enabler. The American
embrace of the Pakistani military during
the Cold War and again during the War
on Terror was animated not by trust, but
by expedience — a willingness to overlook
Islamabad’s flirtations with jihadist
ideology so long as those ideologies
bled in directions favourable to

Washington. Western diplomacy often
operates on the dangerous assumption that
alliances of convenience can be sustained
without moral or strategic cost. It is this
blindness — this transactional hubris — that
allowed the Pakistani military to thrive in
duplicity, to wear the mask of an ally while
undermining the very goals it pretended to
pursue. Confront the monsters within The
March 2025 attack by the Baloch Liberation
Army on Jaffar Express, killing scores of
innocent passengers, also offers a grim
counterpoint to the North Waziristan
carnage —a reminder that Pakistan’s crisis
is not merely religious or ideological. It is
also ethnic, economic, and political. Long
marginalised and brutalised, the Baloch have
found in violence the only language
Rawalpindi seems to understand. The
grievances are not obscure: decades of
resource extraction without benefit,
political exclusion from the corridors of
power, and the suffocating embrace of
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), which transforms Balochistan
into a logistical backyard for Beijing while
its people remain dispossessed. And
yet, the state responds not with reform, but
repression; not with dialogue, but with drone
strikes and disinformation.
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To Understand Musk-Trump Splitsville, You Must Look At Mamdani

What is going on between Donald
Trump and Elon Musk? Is this a principled
shadow war about how to cut government
expenditure, or a negotiating position
between the world's wealthiest man and
its most powerful one in a crony capitalist
plot gone wrong? To understand this, you
may be well advised to look at a third
individual who is bitterly opposed to
Trump in a major ideological controversy:
Zohran Mamdani, who has just been
elected by the Democrats as a
frontrunner to be the mayor of New York,
the financial capital of the United States.
All three have been in the news this
month, and their contrasting views and
positions give us an idea of what is right
with America - and what is wrong.

Keeping It Open

First up, we cannot be sure if Musk
and Trump will patch up after their fallout.
The co-founder and CEO of electric car
maker Tesla and the President of the
United States are officially in a conflict
over how to cut government expenditure,
but with some caveats that suggest they
want to keep the options open (Read:
Backroom negotiations to arrive at a
truce). After Trump's ambitious "One Big,
Beautiful Bill" cleared the Senate, Musk
tweeted about the betrayal of Americans
and mulled over prospects. "So tempting
to escalate this. So, so tempting. But |
will refrain for now," Musk wrote on X. He
had tweeted earlier: "If the insane
spending bill passes, the America Party
will be formed the next day." Trump left
little to imagination as he ranted against
electric cars and suggested that if

anything at all needs to be done to slash
government expenditure - after a
disenchanted Musk left the axe-wielding
Department of Government Efficiency,
a.k.a. DOGE - it would be to cut back on
governments subsidies and/or demand
support for electric cars and space
missions. That is right down the business
street of Musk, whose SpaceX and Tesla
are the planet's technology darlings. "No
more Rocket launches, Satellites, or
Electric Car Production, and our Country
would save a

FORTUNE., i

[sic]" Trump said
on TruthSocial,
his favourite
ranting site.
Where Is
This Going?
We can't be
too sure of where
this will end
because both
Musk and Trump
are business
people who like to cut a midway deal.
But Musk's talk of launching a new
political party is something that shows
that, push comes to shove, he may just
up the ante on the President. The fact is
that at 122% of the GDP, the US has
one of the highest levels of government
debt in the developed world, surpassed
only by Japan and lItaly, unless one
counts the tiny island nation of
Singapore. Trump's 940-page bill seeks
to restrict healthcare and food support
programmes for the poor and the
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disabled, and is controversial enough. But
alongside, there is a broad consensus
on phasing out tax breaks for clean
energy, which translates in plain English
as "less demand for Musk's cars". "We
might have to put DOGE on Elon. You
know what DOGE is? DOGE is the
monster that might have to go back and
eat Elon," Trump said. "l don't think he
should be playing that game with me."
Enter Mamdani
Where does all this leave the average

American? To understand this, look no
further than New York, where Zohran
Mamdani has emerged as an unlikely
frontrunner to become the city mayor.
Mamdani is an immigrant Muslim of
Asian origin, born to Delhi-bred
filmmaker Mira Nair. He is also an
avowed socialist in a capitalist haven.
Trump has been carping about
Mamdani as a "communist lunatic",
while in Mamdani's words, Trump has
been creating divides to divert
attention from issues like the high
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cost of living for "working people". This
squarely challenges the President.
Mamdani says he is only trying to do what
Trump set out to do, to help such people,
but is sounding different now. "I fight for
the same people that he says he has been
fighting for." To understand this peculiar
three-way conflictinvolving Trump, Musk,
and Mamdani, you have to understand
what makes America prosperous and yet
the Average Joe or Jane unhappy.
The Two Immigrants In America

The US attracts immigrants of two
contrasting hues - one is the highly
educated PhDs, engineers and MBAs who
are treasured by companies like
Microsoft, Google, Tesla. The others are
backdoor illegals who risk their lives
because chasing the American dream is
worthwhile, while citizenship provides new
opportunities for growth. Notably,
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg this
week unveiled 11 names of prominent
artificial intelligence (Al) researchers for
his Meta Superintelligence Labs, poached
from competitors such as OpenAl,
Anthropic and Google DeepMind. That list
is full of immigrants of Asian origin,
including India's Tripti Bansal, who
studied at lIT Kanpur.

Rich vs Poor

The problem is that the rich in America
hate taxes, and the wealthiest of them,
like Musk and other Wall Street favourites,
enjoy big loopholes and pay a capital
gains tax only when they sell their shares.
Inheritance tax is largely a state subject
in the US and is levied only by a handful
of states.
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Deepfakes are everywhere. But it's the
harm, not the tech, that needs fixing

What do Elon Musk, Taylor
Swift, Sachin Tendulkar, and
Asaduddin Owaisi have in
common? They have all been
targeted by deep fake videos.
Likelihood with celebrities across
has been exploited for deep fakes
promoting crypto schemes,
financial scams, and fake nudes.
If you are reasonably active on
social media, you might have
already spotted Al-generated
influencers that confuse you as
to whether you are interacting
with a real person or an Al bot.
This phenomenon is so prevalent
that we have started losing touch
with what's real.

Seeing is not believing

Generative Al (GenAl) has
made it easy for anyone with an
internet connection to create
content that looks and sounds
indistinguishably real. It is
leading us to question our age-
old wisdom that “seeing is
believing.” Gen-Al is altering our
relationship with our visual and
auditory senses. In the last
century, we considered the
camera the arbiter of truth and
relied on this medium to tell us
the truth. However, we often forget
that the same camera was also
used in the last century to
capture genuine moments of life,
as well as for cinema and
propaganda. Iconic images of
Soviets capturing Berlin and the
Toppling of Saddam Hussein's
statue were all carefully staged
images. Most social media

|

content is also carefully
planned, involving make-believe
image building. So, seeing was
not believing even before the
Deep Fakes. In fact, all our
senses have been manipulated,
and we have accepted this truth.
We are constantly encouraged
to laugh during Sitcoms using
canned laughter, and most
music, including vocals, has
been heavily processed.
Synthetic fabrics such as
Nylon, Rayon, and PU leather
have long hijacked our sense of
touch. 99% of the vanilla we
consume is not from orchid pods
but from synthetic vanilla made
from petrochemicals. Synthetic
meat, Dalda, ground olil, etc., are
other synthetic oils that have
taken over our sense of taste.
The fresh bread smell that you
get from bakeries is not just from
the freshly baked bread but also
from maltol, diacetyl and yeast
esters released by their
ventilation systems. So, the
visual sense is not the only one
being taken over by synthetic
items. It is the latest one to be
altered by technology.
How do we regulate
Deep Fakes?

Whenever a new technology
comes up, whether it was
automobiles, the internet, or
electricity, human civilisations
have always grappled with this
guestion. Deep fakes using Gen
Al are no different. Should we
then ban deep fakes altogether?

GKB Mep1a, Auaki Group
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Do we need to regulate tech or
harms? A knife can be used in
the kitchen, so it can also be
used to harm a person. We do
not regulate knives in the
Kitchen, but have outlawed using
them to harm. We have seen
how our camera has been used
in the past, both for good and
bad. It has been used for
spreading knowledge and
information at the same time, for
hatred and falsehood. With deep
fakes, only the mode of
origination has changed. Instead
of a camera being used to
commit harm, now an algorithm
has been used to commit the
same harm. Therefore, just like
we didn’t ban the camera for all
it's good, we need not ban the
Gen Al video or audio generation
capabilities. We just need to
continue regulating the harmful
uses of this technology. Are we
concerned about an Al-generated
adorable cat video? If his family
consents, do we have any issues
with a virtual replica of an
erstwhile Bollywood actor acting
in a new film? Al-generated
videos need not be regulated
altogether. We just need to
regulate its bad uses, i.e., the
generation of Gen Al content that
harms a person or their rights.
For instance, a deep fake that
represents a celebrity in a scam
or a pornographic video needs to
be regulated, as should a fake
video in which a politician makes
a communally sensitive speech.
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Do we need new laws for this?
Interestingly, we may not need
new laws to regulate deep fakes.
Since we never regulated the
camera but only its harmful uses,
we can apply the same logic
here. Our Bhartiya Nyaya
Sanhita and Information
Technology Act are equipped
enough to deal with communally
sensitive content, obscene
content, child abuse materials,
and defamatory content. Victims
can approach the police station
if they are affected by deepfakes
or other harms caused by Gen
Al. We have seen cases where
the police are unaware of how
certain provisions under the
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita or the
Information Technology Act apply
to Gen Al content as well. This
emphasizes the need for

education and greater
awareness.

Building Trust
While we may not

immediately enact new laws,
there is indeed a need for
transparency regarding synthetic
visual and audio content (i.e., Al-
generated content). Gen Al has
arguably empowered both good
and bad uses of the technology.
The technology itself has
amplified the problem of Deep
Fakes as the tools are becoming
increasingly accessible. The
government has already
proposed that synthetic content
should be obligatorily flagged to
differentiate between genuine and

You
Tube)

Al-produced material. Many
respected Al companies have
adopted responsible Al
principles, incorporating
transparency into their outputs.
These companies use a
watermark in their outputs,
helping users to determine
whether the content is generated
by Al. However, this practice is
not universally adopted, leading
to confusion among the public
about whether content is Al-
generated or real. The
effectiveness of voluntary
labelling remains limited,
especially since malicious actors
are unlikely to comply. To make
progress, we need systems that
automatically watermark or label
Al-generated content at the point
of creation—ideally at the model
or platform level. Such
watermarking mechanisms must
be tamper-resistant and
interoperable across platforms.
Simultaneously, the government
is rightly advocating for technical
capabilities that enable tracing
the originators of synthetic
content. This could include
embedded metadata, secure
logs, or authenticated signatures
that help identify the device,
model, or user that produced the
deep fake. Once such measures
become mandatory and widely
adopted, enforcement agencies
will be better equipped to trace
and act against those misusing
Gen Al tools to create deep
fakes.
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Trump’s ‘51st State’ Comments Called a

‘erm of

Endearment’ by U.S. Ambassador to Canada

U.S. Ambassador to Canada Pete Hoekstra
says President Donald Trump’s latest remarks
suggesting Canada should be America’s “51st
state” should not be taken as an insult, but
rather a compliment. In an interview with CBC'’s
Power & Politics, Hoekstra characterized the
comments as a “term of endearment,” and
claimed that Prime Minister Mark Carney views
them similarly, though he acknowledged Carney
“didn’t exactly use this word.” Over the week-
end, Trump once again floated the idea that
Canada is overly reliant on the U.S., saying,
“Canada relies entirely on the United States, we
don’t rely on Canada.” Hoekstra, however,

downplayed the rhetoric, suggesting it reflected
the strong working relationship between Trump
and Carney since the latter became prime min-
ister. “President Trump doesn’t invite people onto
his team who he doesn't like, trust, or respect,”
Hoekstra said, adding that Trump sees Carney
as part of a “strong team.” The “51st state” com-
ment resurfaced amid tensions surrounding
Canada’s now-rescinded digital services tax
(DST), which would have imposed a 3% levy on
the Canadian revenues of major U.S. tech firms
like Amazon, Google, and Meta. The tax was
scheduled to take effect Monday, including ret-
roactive charges, potentially leaving U.S.

Europe and S, Sco ch Under Relent

A brutal heatwave is sweeping
across Europe and parts of the
western United States, pushing
temperatures well beyond the 100-
degree mark and prompting emer-
gency warnings, closures of iconic
landmarks, and serious public
health concerns. Countries like
France, Italy, and Belgium are
grappling with one of the hottest
starts to summer on record, while
states like Arizona and California
face similar extreme conditions.
France issued a rare red alert on
July 1 as temperatures soared to
between 100 and 104 degrees
Fahrenheit. The national weather
agency warned that Tuesday could
go down as one of the ten hottest
days ever recorded in the coun-
try. The Eiffel Tower, one of the
world’s most visited landmarks,
was forced to shut down its top
floor and restrict access only to
visitors with pre-booked tickets
due to the heat. In Belgium, the
Atomium—a famed iron molecule-
shaped structure—adjusted its
hours for only the second time in

history due to soaring tempera-
tures. Italy responded with red
alerts in 17 cities, including Rome
and Milan, and imposed bans on
outdoor labor during peak heat
hours. These blistering tempera-
tures are attributed to a “heat
dome,” a high-pressure weather
system that traps hot air under-

neath and prevents cooling.
Record-breaking heat isn'tisolated
to one region. Spain, Portugal, and
England all experienced their hot-
test June ever, with Spain’s aver-
age temperature hitting 78 degrees
Fahrenheit. On June 30, some ar-
eas in Spain peaked near 100 de-
grees. According to the World Me-

Apple Music Celebrates 10 Years With New
LA Artist Studio and Global Programming

As Apple Music marks its 10th anniversary,
the streaming giant is unveiling its most am-
bitious creative project yet: a state-of-the-art
studio complex in Los Angeles, designed to

deepen artist col-
laboration and revo-
lutionize how fans
experience music.
Set to open this
summer, the new fa-
cility reflects a de-
cade of Apple’s art-
ist-first mission.
More than
just a recording
space, the 15,000-
square-foot, three-
story studio is a cre-

co-head. “It's a space for artists to connect,
create, and share their vision.” Two advanced
radio studios featuring immersive Spatial
Audio and adaptable settings for interviews

and live sessions. A
4,000-square-foot
soundstage for per-
formances, fan
events, and multi-
camera produc-
tions.

A dedicated
Spatial Audio mix-
ing suite powered
by a 9.2.4 PMC
speaker system. A
photo/social con-
tent lab, editing

ative campus tailored to audio innovation,
storytelling, and live engagement. “Our new
studio furthers Apple Music’s commitment to
being a home for bold conversations and art-
istry,” said Rachel Newman, Apple Music’s

suite, green room, and private isolation
booths for podcasts, songwriting, or inter-
views. Archival corridors featuring iconic
Apple Music moments from the past 10
years.

teorological Organization, these
patterns are consistent with hu-
man-caused climate change.
Alarmingly, over two-thirds of
Europe’s worst heatwaves since
1950 have occurred in just the
past 25 years, and by 2050, half
of the continent could be at high
risk of heat-related stress. Com-

6sS Heatwaves, Historic Sites Shut Down

pounding the problem is the lack
of adequate cooling infrastructure.
As of 2019, only 20% of European
households had air conditioning,
leaving millions vulnerable to dan-
gerous indoor heat levels. Mean-
while, in the United States, the
National Weather Service has
issued extreme heat alerts
across the Southwest, with parts
of Arizona and California ex-
pected to reach between 110 and
115 degrees Fahrenheit. Warn-
ings are also in place across
Washington, Oregon, Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, and Utah. In
addition, fire danger looms large,
with red flag warnings issued for
northern California and Nevada,
where dry thunderstorms and
gusty winds threaten to ignite and
spread wildfires rapidly. As cli-
mate extremes intensify glo-
bally, both continents are be-
ing forced to reckon with the
health, safety, and infrastruc-
ture challenges that come
with an increasingly hotter
planet.

NYC Mayoral Candidate Mamdani Pushes
Bill to Penalize Jewish Nonprofits

New York City mayoral
primary winner Zohran
Mamdani has reignited
controversy with  his
sponsorship of a bill aimed
at punishing Jewish
nonprofit organizations that
provide financial support to
groups linked to Israeli
settlement activity. The
legislation, titled the “Not on
Our Dime! Act,” proposes
steep penalties for any New
York-based nonprofit that
raises or transfers funds to
organizations such as ZAKA,
United Hatzalah, the One
Israel Fund, or others
operating in the West Bank,
Gaza, or East Jerusalem.
Introduced in the New York
State Assembly in May
2023, the bill seeks to add a
new section to the state’s

not-for-profit corporation law
that would prohibit nonprofits
from “unauthorized support of
Israeli settlement activity.”

This includes
assisting the Israeli military
or citizens in efforts that the
bill defines as the unlawful
transfer of Israeli civilians
into occupied territory,
property damage, or violence
against Palestinians. Under
the bill, any nonprofit found
in violation would face a
minimum $1 million fine or
risk civil litigation.
Organizations could also
lose their nonprofit status
entirely. Synagogues and
Jewish charities that fund
Israeli groups in contested
territories would be among
those targeted if the law were
enacted.
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Ahead Of Air India Crash Report, A
Recap Of The Dreamliner's Sketchy Past

Air India flight Al171, which
crashed seconds after takeoff
from Ahmedabad airport on June
12 killing all but one on board,
was a Boeing 787 Dreamliner.
Till that fateful day, not a single
Dreamliner had been involved in
acrash. The Dreamliner fleet has
been airborne since 2011 and
nearly every third widebody
aircraft flying across the world
today is a Boeing 787. The
Ahmedabad crash is being seen
as a rare occurrence, but what
caused the crash? Theories
abound, but only two broad
themes matter -

was it ||

equipment failure, or was it L

human error? Aviation experts
have already ruled out
environmental factors such as a
storm, lightning, etc, since it
was a clear day. Terrorism as a
cause has also not been
established till now, though it will
be conclusively ruled out only
after the investigation into the
crash has been completed.
According to reports, the
preliminary probe report of the
crash is expected to be released
next week. So as of now, the
only two plausible possibilities
are: either the aircraft systems
malfunctioned, or there was a
cockpit error.
All Eyes On Boeing

Boeing & Co, the
manufacturer of the
Dreamliners, has found itself in
the spotlight after this crash. It
has anyway been under intense
global scrutiny for alleged
malpractices in quality checks
while making aircraft, including
the 787s, for some time now. Last
year, Sam Salehpour, a veteran
quality engineer with Boeing for
the 777s and also other aircraft,

who later turned into a
whistleblower, gave a written
testimony to the US Senate
Committee on Homeland
Security and Government
Affairs. In his testimony,
Salehpour alleged that Boeing
prioritises "speed of production
over safety and quality and
incentivizes management to
overlook significant defects in
Boeing's airplanes”. He said,
"Despite what Boeing officials
state publicly, there is no safety
culture at Boeing and
employees like me who speak
up about defects with its
production activities and lack of
guality control are ignored,
marginalized, threatened,
sidelined, and worse." Some of
Salehpour's allegations are quite
damning, particularly on the
787s. Boeing has denied all of
these allegations. Salehpour
went on to say that while
working on the 787s in late
2020, he observed that Boeing
had begun taking shortcuts to
reduce bottlenecks in production

uurrrrmlrirllilnll it
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and speed up the delivery of
787s, allowing defective parts
and defective installations in the
Dreamliner fleet. Specifically, he
alleged that improper fastening
of fuselage sections posed risks
to the aircraft's longevity and
could lead to a mid-flight breakup
of the aircraft after many
thousand trips. While the US
Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) has taken note of
Salehpour's allegations and
started an investigation into
Boeing's practices, the regulator
has not come out with its
findings till now. Perhaps the
crash at Ahmedabad will spur the
FAAto hasten the probe. Not just
Salhepour's allegations, Boeing
has been in FAA crosshairs
earlier too for the Dreamliner
fleet. In 2013, two 787s operated
by Japan Airlines caught fire,
which was later attributed to
overheating of the aircraft's
lithium-ion batteries. At that
time, the FAA had quickly
grounded the whole of the
Dreamliner fleet and had also
banned fresh deliveries of these
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aircraft from Boeing. The
manufacturer then fixed the
problem by offering an improved
battery insulation, among other
solutions, before the
Dreamliners were allowed to fly
again. So, in the aftermath of the
deadly Ahmedabad crash, the
FAA needs to not just close the
existing probe and release its
report, but perhaps Boeing
should also be subjected to
enhanced scrutiny.
What About Engine

Maker?

But in all the focus on Boeing
and its alleged malpractices, are
we missing the woods for the
trees? If the Al 171 crash
involved a twin-engine failure, as
is being widely believed now,
shouldn't the engine
manufacturer - GE Aerospace
in this case - also have the
spotlight turned on to itself?
The aircraft that crashed was
at least 12 years old, and it is
unlikely that Boeing had
anything significant to do with
it in this period of time - while
GE and the Air India

maintenance teams would have
had to do regular checks. So,
along with questioning
Boeing, perhaps tough posers
should also be made to the
maintenance practices at Air
India and the role of GE
Aerospace. Of course, if the
investigation report points to
a design flaw with aircraft, any
software glitch in electronics,
or so on, then Boeing would
be culpable - simply because
an aircraft engine does not
work in isolation, it works in
coordination with the rest of
hardware and software.
DGCA's Hesitation

Across the globe, more
than 1,100 Dreamliner aircraft
are currently in operation with
different airlines. Air India has
33 in its fleet, but the largest
number of Dreamliners is
currently being operated by a
couple of American carriers.
Their predominance in
American airlines' fleets is
perhaps one of the reasons
the FAA has refrained from
grounding the Dreamliner
fleet after the Air India
crash. A Reuters report
quotes US officials and FAA
officials as saying that they
had not seen any data that
would require a grounding of
all Dreamliners - as yet. But
nothing explains the Indian
safety regulator DGCA's
reluctance to ground the
Dreamliner fleet  till
investigators get some idea
about what caused the crash.
The Al 171 crash is being probed
by the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB), with
experts from several countries
joining in.

NEW Satellite Images Reveal Precise Strikes:
India’s Operation Devastates Terror Camps in PoK

New satellite images have
revealed the aftermath of India’s
highly coordinated precision
strikes under Operation Sindoor,
showcasing extensive damage
to major terror infrastructure in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK). The strikes, carried out
in the early hours of May 7,
targeted terrorist training camps

the Kotli Gulpur Camp near
Rajouri. The Syedna Bilal camp,
a hub for JeM activities, was a
known site for weapons training,
jungle warfare, and ordnance
handling. Satellite comparisons

B reveal that interconnected

structures measuring 81 by 92

B feet were obliterated, likely by

linked to Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT),
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), and
Hizbul Mujahideen, splitting key

compounds in half and
reportedly eliminating over 100
militants.High-resolution
imagery shared with NDTV
confirms the destruction of two
critical facilities: the Syedna
Bilal Camp in Muzaffarabad and

loitering drones, with no
collateral damage to nearby
areas. The camp was said to
host high-profile JeM operatives
and served as a launch pad for
cross-border infiltration into
India. The second target, the
Kotli Gulpur camp, believed to
be a Lashkar-e-Taiba
stronghold, was similarly struck
with precision. Imagery shows
a 110 by 30-foot structure split
directly down the center, with
adjacent buildings also severely

damaged. The camp, which had
resumed activity post-2019,
housed dozens of militants,
including suicide attackers, and
played a key role in facilitating
attacks in Rajouri and Poonch.
Military sources assert that
these facilities were actively
supported by Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISl),
which provided training, arms,
and strategic movement across
the Line of Control. According
to army assessments, these
camps were central to plotting
attacks like the deadly
Pahalgam strike in April that
killed 26 civilians, marking
the worst such incident in
Kashmir since 2000.
Operation Sindoor struck
nine sites in total—four in
Pakistan and five in POK—

including Bahawalpur,
Muridke, and Sialkot, as well as
Rawalakot and Bhimber. The
operation lasted just 25 minutes,
from 1:05 AM to 1:30 AM, but the
scale and accuracy of the strikes
are being hailed as a turning
point in India’s counter-terror
strategy. Military experts,
including retired Lieutenant
Generals Satish Dua and DS
Hooda, emphasized the
strategic significance of these
attacks. They noted the
psychological and operational
blow to Pakistan-based terror
networks, underlining that for
the first time in decades, India
has moved beyond restraint and
shown it can neutralize threats
deep inside hostile territory
without escalating into broader
conflict.
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Why The Word ‘Nuclear' Shouldn't Scare Us So

Geopolitical instability and
volatility are altering the global
policy landscape - shifting the
dynamics of trade,
manufacturing, energy, and the
clean transition agenda. On
Sunday, the United States
bombed three nuclear sites in
Iran, including Fordow, Natanz
and Esfahan. These attacks on
nuclear facilities cast a shadow
on the nuclear sector, raising
fears of a renewed global
slowdown in nuclear
development. Nuclear energy,
which had only recently begun
to regain momentum after a long
lax period, may be the next
unintended casualty of this
geopolitical volatility.

A Fine Line
Public policy is sensitive to
political economy, and

decisions are often shaped not
just by scientific evidence but by
how technology is framed and
perceived. Historically, the
nuclear energy industry has
been driven as much by public
perception and political
narratives as by technical and
economic feasibility. While
nuclear technology for power
generation holds immense
potential to drive the global
energy transition, it has always
been haunted by its dual-use
nature, as there is a very fine
red line between the civilian and
military use of nuclear energy.
The same reactors that promise
clean, low-emission, round-the-
clock baseload power are
symbolically - and often
politically - entangled with
developing nuclear weapons. As
the world struggles to meet the
twin challenges of energy
security and decarbonisation,
especially in developing
countries like India, nuclear
power offers a compelling
solution by producing low-
carbon, stable, 24/7, baseload
energy, independent of weather
conditions, making it an
appropriate complement to
renewables, as countries
gradually shift away from fossil
fuels.
3 Events That Changed
Everything
Also, nuclear power is one
of the safest forms of energy
generation. The fatalities per unit
of electricity produced (TWh) are
roughly 350 times more for coal
and 250 times for gas, as
compared to nuclear energy.
Yet, nuclear power is still viewed
with scepticism. This
scepticism is due to safety
concerns, particularly regarding
accidents, radioactive waste
disposal and the potential for
nuclear proliferation. In the past,
incidents like Three Mile Island
(1979), Chernobyl (1986), and
Fukushima (2011) dramatically
altered public opinion and
policy.
These disasters did not
just shake public confidence;

they fundamentally reshaped
the regulatory landscape, adding
layers of compliance, inflating
costs, and delaying projects
worldwide. Post Three Mile
Island, although there were no

casualties, the US Nuclear
Regulatory Commission
introduced sweeping reforms-
chiefly, enhanced operator
training, emergency planning,
and stricter design
requirements-that added $5
billion in retrofit costs across
plants and extended
construction timelines
significantly. Chernobyl, which
caused 31 immediate deaths
and widespread transhoundary
contamination, intensified these
effects. Countries like Austria
and the Netherlands suspended
nuclear plans, while the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) initiated global
safety protocols, including early
warning systems and the
Operational Safety Review Team
(OSART) programme for plant
inspections. The accident
prompted major design
overhauls, raising construction
costs further. Fukushima,
despite no direct deaths from
radiation, led Japan to shut down
its entire nuclear fleet and

pushed Germany to commit to
a full nuclear phase-out. In the
US, Fukushima forced costly
reassessments of flood risks,
even for plants already under
construction, like Vogtle 3 and

4, delaying them by years.
Post-Fukushima, the IAEA
downgraded its growth
projections for the global nuclear
energy sector by 7- 8%. Across
all three events, regulation
shifted from permissive to risk-
averse, escalating costs and
undermining investor
confidence.

As a result, while
nuclear safety improved
markedly, the industry became
slower, costlier, and less
attractive for private investment.

Threat To Progress

After decades of stagnation,
nuclear energy was witnessing
a global revival recently. A new
wave of interest - driven by the
urgency of climate goals,
technological innovation, and a
renewed appetite for energy
security - was taking shape.
Countries are investing once
again, not just through state-led
initiatives but increasingly by
unlocking private capital. The
International Energy Agency
(IEA) estimates that in a rapid

growth scenario, annual
investments in nuclear power will
need to double to around $120
billion by 2030. This scale of
expansion cannot be shouldered
by public funding alone.

REUTERS

Encouragingly, the private sector
is beginning to see nuclear
energy as a credible investment.
Predictable cash flows - enabled
through supportive policy
frameworks and long-term power
purchase agreements - are key
to reducing financing costs.
Major technology firms, such as
Google and Meta, are already
signing agreements with nuclear
developers to power data
centres and artificial intelligence
operations, recognising nuclear
energy's value as a firm, clean
source. But just as the sector
was gaining momentum,
geopolitical instability threatens
to derail this progress.

The spectre of a nuclear
strike on a nuclear facility, in the
case of Iran, revives old fears
that nuclear technology, no
matter how well-intentioned, is
inseparable from strategic
vulnerability. Such developments
not only stir public anxiety but also
raise serious questions about the
security of nuclear infrastructure,
especially about the

international safety mechanisms
to protect the nuclear
infrastructure.
Let Not Fear Rule

Iran is a signatory to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and has declared its
nuclear facilities under IAEA
safeguards. Yet, it was attacked
by the US and Israel. If such
internationally safeguarded
nuclear sites are vulnerable to
attack, will states, along with
the private players, have
confidence in a multilateral non-
proliferation regime that cannot
guarantee protection? The
consequences of this can be
far-reaching. A renewed
perception of nuclear energy as
a high-risk, high-stakes
technology could once again
tighten regulatory frameworks,
dampen investor confidence,
and slow down project approvals.
In short, the fragile resurgence
of nuclear power could be
compromised not by technical
shortcomings or financial
barriers, but by the re-
emergence of fear, perception,
and politics. If the world is
serious about achieving net-zero
targets while ensuring energy
security, nuclear energy must
be allowed to grow under a
stable and predictable policy
and regulatory environment. A
clear distinction between the
civil and military nuclear facilities
should be maintained, with the
IAEA making necessary
provisions for the safety of the
civil nuclear facilities under its
safeguards. The bottom line is
that the recent threats against
the nuclear infrastructure could
undermine the nascent global
momentum toward nuclear
power, at a time when it is most
needed. Policymakers,
investors, and the public must
guard against allowing fear to
overtake fact, to avoid the risk
of derailing a critical pillar of the
clean energy future.

Starlink Set to Launch in India Soon as
SpaceX Clears Key Regulatory Hurdles

India is on the verge of a satellite
internet revolution as SpaceX’s Starlink
service nears final regulatory clearance for

nationwide rollout. In an
exclusive update, Dr.
Pawan Goenka, Chairman
of IN-SPACe, India’s
space regulatory body,
confirmed that most
licensing and compliance
requirements for Starlink

have already been
addressed, with the
remaining approvals

expected in the coming

days. Dr. Goenka recently met with SpaceX
President and COO Gwynne Shotwell
during her visit to India, where they
resolved key outstanding

issues

concerning Starlink’s operational
authorisations. Although full regulatory
clearance is imminent, Dr. Goenka
cautioned that the actual
deployment of services
will take a few more
months as technical and
procedural processes
| are completed. Starlink,
operated by Elon Musk’s
_ SpaceX, is one of three
major players entering
India’s

broadband
alongside OneWeb and
SES. These companies aim to bridge the
long-standing digital divide in India by
delivering high-speed internet to remote
and underserved regions, including rural

sector.
satellite
market,

villages,
locations beyond the reach of conventional
broadband infrastructure. The satellite-
based model offers a scalable and effective
solution to India’s connectivity challenges,
aligning closely with the government’s
push for digital inclusion. Dr. Goenka
noted that
supporting this transformation by
facilitating private sector involvement and
global collaboration in the Indian space
India’s space
undergoing rapid growth, and the entry of
SpaceX highlights the country’s emerging
significance in the global space economy.
As international firms invest in India’s
satellite capabilities, the nation is poised
to become a major player in delivering
next-generation digital infrastructure.

mountainous areas, and

IN-SPACe is actively

industry is
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Who won the 12-day Israel-lIran war?

On June 24, US President Donald
Trump announced the end of the 12-day
Iran-Israel war. For close to a fortnight,
the Middle East was perched on a knife-
edge. Iran and Israel pounded each other
using fighter jets, drones and hypersonic
ballistic missiles. Wars in the Middle
East, the world’s most energy-rich
geography, are like a gun fight in a gas
station. A single bullet can trigger
catastrophe. The First World War was
triggered by the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand. West Asia’s
metaphorical bullet was fired on the
morning of October 7, 2023, when
Hamas’ crazed military commander
Yahya Sinwar ordered the massacre of
1200 Israeli civilians. The region plunged
into its worst crisis since the 1973 Yom
Kippur War, the last conventional war
between Israel and an Arab country,
Egypt. Israel's 2023 retaliation began with
military operations against Hamas in the
Gaza Strip. It ended when the US entered
the conflict and bombed Iran’s nuclear
facilities on June 22. The 12-day war, West
Asia’s deadliest since the Yom Kippur
War of 1973, is the story of three
individuals— Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, US President
Donald Trump and Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

SO, WHO WON?

Deciding victory is difficult in wars
which end in stalemates as the 12-day
war. ‘Regime change’ was promised by
both Israel and the US during the present
conflict but did not materialise. In 2003,
a US-led coalition of over 160,000
soldiers invaded Iraq and defeated
Saddam Hussein’s army and installed a
pro-western regime. There were no
ground operations in 2025. Both Israel
and Iran are standing exactly where they

were in October 2023, with their regimes
intact. The conflict was shaped by
geography. Iran and Israel are separated
by over 1000 km. Hence, the two
countries battled over the airspace of
Iraq, Jordan and Syria. Israeli pilots flew
upwards of five-hour missions and
distances longer than a Delhi-Mumbai
return flight, to bomb Iran. Iran, with no
air force to speak of, lobbed drones and
ballistic missiles at Israel. Both Iran and
Israel have declared victory. On June 24,
Netanyahu said Israel had "won a
historic victory that would stand for
generations" because it had removed two
immediate existential threats—"the
threat of nuclear annihilation and the
threat of annihilation by 20,000 ballistic
missiles." Khamenei, who withstood the
most grievous military threat to the
regime since 1979, has said that ‘Iran is
not a nation that surrenders.” Even US
President Donald Trump’s quixotic quest
for a Nobel Peace Prize saw him leap
into the West Asian conflict, first as
strategic bomber, and later, as
peacemaker. A careful reading of the
ground situation reveals a clear winner—
Benjamin Netanyahu. On October 6,
2023, Netanyahu was on life-support. He
was the first Israeli PM to be officially
indicted for breach of trust, fraud and

forgery in November 2019 in three
separate cases of corruption. He was
removed as Prime Minister in 2021, but
bounced back with a majority in the 2022
elections. The October 7 attacks saw
over 5,600 Hamas fighters crossing the
border in three waves, firing a barrage of
4,000 rockets to massacre 1,200 Israeli
civilians and take over 200 hostages. The
attacks occurred despite credible
intelligence of Hamas’ deadly intentions,
and were Israel’s most egregious
security lapse since the 1973 Yom Kippur
war, exactly 50 years ago. Israel’'s
response which followed, echoed the
1967 conflict where Syria, Jordan and
Egypt joined forces to invade Israel. The
attacks might have ended the career of
any other politician but not Netanyahu,
a former Israeli special forces officer
whose elder brother, the late Lt. Colonel
Jonathan Netanyahu, led the sensational
1976 rescue of Israeli airline passengers
at Entebbe, Uganda. As he sent the
Israeli army into the Gaza Strip to
destroy Hamas and rescue nearly 250
Israeli civilians held hostage, Iran
activated its ring of Shia proxies in Syria,
Yemen, Irag and Lebanon. Iran’s so-
called ‘axis of resistance’ had been
carefully built over two decades by the
late IRGC Commander Major General

Qasem Solemani. The biggest of these,
Hezbollah, reached into its arsenal and
fired dozens of ballistic missiles and
rockets at Israel, triggering an exodus
of civilians from northern Israel. The
Houthis, over two thousand kilometres
south, a Shia militia which controlled
large parts of Yemen, shot missiles at
Israel and shut the Red Sea to Western
shipping traffic and began the world’s
large-scale use of anti-ship ballistic
missiles to attack merchant shipping.
From Iraq, Kata'ib Hezbollah, an Iraqi
Shia proxy, fired missiles at Israel. The
military advice to Netanyahu in 2023 was
to fight Hamas and hold the other fronts.
In fact, Israel could have ended the war
when the IDF held large parts of the
Gaza Strip and eliminated Yahya Sinwar
in 2024. Wars are fought by militaries
but guided by politicians. And this was
Netanyahu’s call to take. He seized the
opportunity and decided to fight a war
of attrition, a bruising military campaign
lasting 20 months which didn’t end until
Israel directly attacked Iran for the first
time in its history. Iran and lIsrael
launched fighter aircraft and ballistic
missiles at each other in October 2024,
a conflict that was to be repeated on a
far greater scale in June 2024.
Netanyahu’s fortunes were boosted
by the return of President Donald
Trump to the White House on January
20. At the start of his first term in
2016, Trump tore up the Iran nuclear
deal, which rewarded Iran for pausing
its nuclear programme by reducing
global sanctions on it. In 2020, Trump
ordered the assassination of General
Soleimani in Irag. In his second term,
Trump vowed to end the Israel-Iran
war, but Netanyahu had other plans
in mind.

Biggest Al Scam: Builder.ai in the Spotlight

Once a shining star in the
Al startup world, Builder.ai
promised to revolutionize
software development with its Al
assistant, "Natasha," claiming
to build apps effortlessly for
anyone. Valued at $1.5 billion
with over $450 million in funding
from giants like Microsoft, the
company seemed unstoppable.
But in May 2025, it all came
crashing down, revealing a story
of deception, financial
misconduct, and a stark
warning for the Al industry.

The "Legit Al: Actual
Indians" Scandal

Builder.ai sold itself as an Al
that could create apps all on its
own, with as much ease as

expose in The Wall
Street Journal and a
lawsuit from a former
executive claiming
deceitful business
practices. Inside the
company, employees
jokingly referred to [
Natasha as “A Guy|
Instead,”
reference
company’ sk
misrepresentation of
themselves. Financial
Fraud Fuels the Fall
The technological
deception was just
one piece of the story. &=

and investors and overlooked auditing practices, created an left
early signals, including a 2019 environment in which these creditors, including Amazon

a clear
to the

incomplete.

Major

fundamentals over flashy
pitches, and regulators are
cracking down on Al washing
with increased scrutiny.

Lessons for the Future
Builder.ai’'s downfall
highlights the need for
transparency and accountability
| in Al. Ethical Al development
requires clear communication
¥ about human involvement —
| human-in-the-loop systems are
' valid, but hiding them as full Al
autonomy is not. The scandal
{ also underscores the
importance of rigorous due
diligence by investors and
partners, who must look beyond
marketing to verify technological
and financial claims. For India’s

"ordering a pizza." The reality?
Natasha was a shell, driven
not by state-of-the-art
artificial intelligence, but
more than 700 humans in
India managing databases,
routing customer requests
and transcribing every chat.
This “Al washing,” when self-
serving or sensationalist
claims obscure the true
capabilities of the
technology, was no small
oversight. For eight years,
Builder.ai deceived clients

Builder.ai’'s demise was sped
up by egregious financial
misconduct. The business
inflated its 2024 revenue
estimates by 300 percent, with
forecasts by $220 million, as
against audited figures of $50—
55 million. The charges of
“round-tripping that inflated
sales by reciprocally billing
VerSe Innovation only made the
company lose trust further.
Mismanagement, which
includes going without a CFO
for 10 months and suspect

problems could grow. That
was before creditors, with
Viola Credit leading the way,
seized $37 million of its cash
in May 2025 following a loan

default, and Builder.ai’'s
activities ground to a halt,
resulting in the filing of
bankruptcy in the UK, US,
India, UAE, and Singapore.
The Human and Industry Toll he
fallout was devastating.
Approximately 1,000
employees lost their jobs, and
countless client projects were

($85 million) and Microsoft
($30 million), were left with
unpaid debts. A US federal
probe is now investigating, and
the involvement of private
intelligence firms and
defamation lawyers
underscores the scandal’s
complexity. Beyond Builder.ai,
the collapse has broader
implications. It's a wake-up call
for the Al industry, exposing the
dangers of prioritizing hype over
substance. Investors are
growing wary, demanding proven

tech talent, unfairly caughtin the
"Actual Indians" narrative, this
is a reminder that ethical
leadership is crucial to protect
the reputation of a global
innovation hub. The Builder.ai
saga is a stark lesson: no
amount of funding or hype can
sustain a business built on
deception.

As the Al industry
moves forward, it must prioritize
trust, integrity, and genuine
innovation to avoid repeating
this costly mistake.
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Refunds Delayed for Digital Services Tax
as Ottawa Awaits Repeal Legislation

Canadian companies that
have already paid the now-re-
voked digital services tax (DST)
will have to wait for new legis-
lation before receiving any re-
funds, the Canada Revenue
Agency (CRA) confirmed this
week.

Prime Minister Mark Carney
announced the abrupt end to
the DST on Sunday nightin an
effort to resume stalled trade
talks with the United States.
The three percent tax, aimed
at major global tech companies
like Amazon, Google, Meta,
Airbnb, and Uber, was ex-

pected to collect roughly US$2
billion, with the first payments
retroactively covering revenue
from 2022 onward and due on
Monday.

While the CRA confirmed it
has collected some DST rev-
enue, it stated that Parliament
must pass formal legislation to
revoke the tax before any re-
funds can be issued. Parlia-
ment is not scheduled to re-
convene until September 15,
leaving businesses in limbo
over the summer months.

In the meantime, the CRA
has waived the requirement to

file DST returns ahead of the
June 30 deadline and says no
further payments will be col-

lected. However, the sudden &

policy reversal has created con-
fusion among businesses that
were already preparing to remit
payments.

Tariq Nasir, a partner at EY
Canada’s indirect tax division,
noted that several companies
had already initiated transac-
tions but found that payments
were not processing through
CRA systems, likely due to the
last-minute halt.

Carney defended the move,

- W

calling it a strategic decision
within broader trade negotia-
tions with the U.S., and stated
that continuing to collect the
tax only to return it would be
inefficient. While the White
House framed Canada’s deci-
sion as yielding to pressure
from President Donald Trump,
Carney insisted it was a cal-

v e

—— o
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culated part of a larger nego-
tiation, aimed at achieving a
trade agreement by the July 21
deadline set during the G7 sum-
mit. Though the tax is off the
table for now, businesses that
already paid must wait until the
repeal is formally passed into
law before any reimbursements
can begin.

Tornado Near Lucan, Ontario Leaves Clear
Path of Damage as Researchers Investigate

LUCAN, ONT. — A team
from Western University’'s
Northern Tornadoes Project
(NTP) spent Canada Day
surveying the aftermath of a
brief but damaging EFO tornado

that touched down near Lucan,
Ontario, on June 30. “It left a
very clear path,” said Aaron
Jaffe, NTP’s survey lead. “You
can see it really well from the

drone—there are crop

markings and snapped tree
branches all along the way.”
One of the hardest-hit
properties belonged to Brenda
Hawkins, whose farm sits just
west of Elginfield Road along
Saintsbury Line. She
described the moment the
tornado swept through as
terrifying. “It was the loudest
sound I've ever heard,” said
Hawkins, pointing through a
field scattered with tin debris
from one of her barns. “I
thought for sure the whole
thing was going to go.” Although
damage was relatively
contained and no injuries were
reported, questions have

emerged about the speed of
weather alerts. According to
Lucan-Biddulph Mayor Cathy
Burghardt-Jesson, the tornado
was first spotted as a funnel
cloud at 3:25 p.m., but
Environment Canada’s alert
didn’t go out until 3:49 p.m.—
after the storm had already
passed. “We can only notify
residents on our social media
if we receive an alert ourselves,”
she explained. NTP officials
acknowledged the challenge of
issuing timely warnings for
smaller or weaker tornadoes. “It
would be ideal if every tornado
in Canada came with a
warning,” said Jaffe. “But

storms like this one can form
and dissipate so quickly, it's
difficult to always catch them
in time.” The NTP team also
noted the possibility of multiple
tornadoes in the area and will
continue analyzing data to
confirm. Meanwhile, Lucan’s
emergency management team
plans to review the incident to
identify any improvements that
could help residents in future
emergencies. As for the
Hawkins family, they’ve begun
cleaning up what was leftbehind,
grateful that the tornado missed
their house and other key
buildings. “It could have been a lot
worse,” said Hawkins.

Carney’s Strong Borders Act Aims to Strengthen
Canada-US Ties and Modernize Border Security

Prime Minister Mark
Carney’s proposed Strong
Borders Act (Bill C-2) marks
a pivotal shift in Canada’s
approach to national security
and cross-border cooperation.
Introduced in the context of
rising concerns about

Canada Border
Services Agency

Border
Inspection

Controle
frontalier

Agence des serviées
frontaliers du Canada

organized crime, fentanyl
trafficking, and unlawful
crossings, the 127-page
legislation seeks to update
Canada’s border protocols in
line with new geopolitical
realities while reinforcing its
vital relationship with the

United States. The bill outlines
a series of reforms intended to
address long-standing
enforcement challenges.
Among its key proposals are
provisions to expedite asylum
procedures, including a
requirement that individuals

who enter the country between
official border crossings apply
for asylum within 14 days. For
those already residing in
Canada for over a year without
an active claim, the law
proposes streamlining the
adjudication process. While
these measures have drawn
debate, the government
argues that they are
necessary to preserve the
integrity of the immigration
system and ensure resources
are directed to the most
urgent cases. Public Safety
Minister Gary Anandasangaree
emphasized that the bill is a
direct response to issues
raised by American
counterparts, particularly
around shared border
vulnerabilities. Rather than
being seen as a concession,
the legislation is framed as a
diplomatic tool that enables

Canada to lead the
conversation on coordinated
border security with its largest
trading partner. By addressing
friction points proactively,
Ottawa can ensure Canadian
priorities are protected in
future trade and security
negotiations. The Strong
Borders Act also empowers
the government to enhance
national intelligence
capabilities, reduce
bureaucratic duplication, and
clamp down on criminal
networks that exploit legal
loopholes. These reforms aim
to strike a balance between
humanitarian obligations and
national interest. In an era
where global migration
pressures are rising, Canada
is positioning itself to remain
both compassionate and secure.
Despite concerns from civil
liberties advocates, the
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Canada Faces Water Bomber Shortage Amid Soaring Wilafire Demano

As wildfires rage across
Canada with growing intensity,

the demand for water bomber air- on

craft has surged dramatically,
but new planes may not arrive
for years due to global backlogs
and delayed domestic orders.
Premiers from across the coun-
try, gathered this week in
Saskatchewan, raised concerns
about Canada’s limited aerial
firefighting capacity and called
for urgent federal coordination.
Manitoba Premier Wab
Kinew, whose province has seen
thousands evacuate due to
spreading fires, said they've al-
ready placed a $80 million down
payment on three new water
bombers. However, those aircraft
are not expected to arrive until
the 2031 and 2032 fire seasons.

“We could use every water
bomber we can get our hands
" Kinew said, warning that
future fire seasons will only grow
more severe.

Much of Canada’s fleet con-
sists of CL-215 and CL-415 am-
phibious scoopers, which avia-
tion expert John Gradek calls the
“backbone” of the country’s
firefighting strategy. However,
the CL-415 has not been pro-
duced for over a decade. Its
manufacturing rights were sold
by Bombardier in 2016 to De
Havilland Canada, which only
began building a new facility near
Calgary in 2022 to produce an
upgraded version. Production is
now underway, but the company
says it is working through a
backlog of international orders,

including 22 from European
Union countries that were placed
as early as 2022. Ontario Pre-
mier Doug Ford said his province
has ordered six additional planes
to add to its current fleet of 11,
but he expects along wait. “They
produce them in Alberta, God
bless them, but it's taking four
years to produce more water
bombers,” Ford noted, adding
that European countries placed
their orders before Canada’s
record-breaking 2023 fire season
spurred action domestically.
Some provinces are turning to
creative solutions to keep their
fleets functional. Newfoundland
and Labrador is bringing a previ-
ously grounded CL-415 back into
service, and others are scaveng-
ing older models for parts.

Gradek said many jurisdictions

are now “borrowing and stealing
parts” from grounded aircraft to
keep the few operational bomb-
ers flying. The crisis has reig-
nited calls for a coordinated na-
tional wildfire response strategy.
Premier Ford emphasized that
Canada needs a unified ap-

proach to ensure resources, in-
cluding water bombers, are
readily available across prov-
inces. “We need a total fleet right
across our great country,” he
said, urging federal leadership to
scale up preparation for a future
marked by increasingly destruc-
tive fire seasons.

U.S. Republi

A group of six Republican lawmakers
from Wisconsin and Minnesota has sent

a formal letter to Canada’s ambassador
in Washington, urging immediate action
to address the wildfire smoke drifting
across the border into the United States.
As wildfires continue to rage across
parts of Canada, American legislators
say their constituents are struggling with
worsening air quality during the peak of
summer. The letter, addressed to Am-
bassador Kirsten Hillman, was signed
by Representatives Tom Tiffany, Brad
Finstad, Tom Emmer, Michelle

Fischbach, Glenn Grothman, and Pete

# Jamuna|tv

cans Pressure Canada Over Wi

Stauber. It highlights growing frustration
in their states over recurring smoke
events that have clouded skies
and impacted daily life for
multiple consecutive sum-
mers. Without mentioning cli-
mate change, the lawmakers
~ cited poor forest management
and potential arson as factors
contributing to the fires.
“As we are entering the height
of the fire season, we would
like to know how your
government plans on
mitigating wildfires and the smoke that
makes its way south,” the letter stated.
The lawmakers urged that their concerns
be passed on to Natural Resources
Canada and the Canadian Forest
Service.
In response, Canada’s embassy in
Washington acknowledged receipt of the
letter and emphasized that wildfire
prevention and mitigation remain top
national priorities. A spokesperson
reaffirmed that Canada “takes the
preventlon response, and mitigation of

R e

Sl kil

wildfires very seriously.” However, Natural
Resources Canada and Minister of
Emergency Management Eleanor
Olszewski have yet to issue official
comments.

The pressure comes after the
catastrophic 2023 wildfire season,
Canada’s worst on record, which sent
thick smoke across the United States

Idfire Smoke Amid Dip

omatic Strains

and as far as Europe. Canadian officials
have warned that 2025 could become the
second-worst fire season, though
conditions have improved in recent
weeks. In Big Falls, Minnesota—one of
the affected areas—Iocal officials say air
quality this summer has been better than
previous years, with minimal disruptions
to tourism and outdoor activities.

India Urges Faimess as U.S. Tightens Student

Visa Screenings with

India has voiced concern over the
United States’ new policy requiring stricter
screening of international student visa
applicants, including the monitoring of
social media activity. The enhanced
vetting, which resumed following a nearly
four-week pause in student visa interviews,
could significantly impact Indian students,
who represent the largest group of
international enrollees in U.S. institutions.
At a press briefing last week, Indian
Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal emphasized that while
visa decisions fall within the purview of a
country’s sovereignty, Indian applicants
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Social Media Checks

should be evaluated fairly and purely on
merit. He stated, “We remain engaged with
the US side on all mobility and consular
issues to ensure that the legitimate interests
of Indian nationals are safeguarded.” The
updated U.S. guidelines direct consular
officers to examine applicants’ online
behavior for signs of hostility toward U.S.
citizens, culture, or institutions. Officers are
also instructed to be vigilant about any
support for foreign terrorist organizations or
politically charged activity that may continue
while in the U.S., including affiliations or
sympathy for groups like Hamas or
instances of antisemitic conduct.
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Carney’s Immigration Reform Aims to Balance
Border Security and Internatlonal Cooperation

Canada’s newly proposed
Strong Borders Act is drawing
international attention as Prime
Minister Mark Carney moves to
reshape the country’s immigra-
tion system in what his govern-
ment says is a necessary step
to modernize border security and
reinforce diplomatic relations with
the United States.

Introduced as Bill C-2, the leg-
islation outlines a series of up-
dates to immigration policy, in-
cluding changes to refugee ap-
plication timelines and ministe-
rial powers over documentation.
While the bill has sparked de-
bate, government officials say it
reflects Canada’s commitment to
upholding both public safety and
its global partnerships in a rap-
idly evolving international climate.
The legislation comes amid in-
creased concerns over cross-bor-
der crime, fentanyl trafficking, and
human smuggling — issues
raised during recent Canada-U.S.
talks, including at the G7 sum-
mit in Alberta. Carney has em-
phasized that these reforms are
part of a broader strategic nego-
tiation, aimed at securing a fair
and functional bilateral framework
while maintaining the integrity of
Canada’s immigration

system.Public Safety Minister
Gary Anandasangaree acknowl-
edged that the bill addresses
long-standing concerns from
Washington, but also noted that
it enhances Canada’s ability to

adapt to new security threats.
“This legislation ensures we have
the tools necessary to keep Ca-
nadians safe while also support-
ing our relationships with key al-
lies,” he said. Critics, including

civil liberties advocates and refu-
gee rights organizations, have
voiced concerns about the bill’'s
impact on vulnerable populations.
However, government officials in-
sist that proper oversight and re-
view mechanisms will be in place,
and that humanitarian consider-
ations remain a cornerstone of
Canada’s immigration values.
Supporters of the bill argue that
it seeks to restore public confi-
dence in Canada’s borders by
setting clear, enforceable guide-
lines that prevent exploitation of
legal gray areas while still pro-
tecting legitimate asylum seek-
ers. They point to global pres-
sures, including rising migration

flows and international security
threats, as the reason behind the
need for modernization. Prime
Minister Carney has framed the
bill as a thoughtful compromise
that reflects the reality of gov-
erning in a deeply intercon-
nected world. “We are not
abandoning our values,” he
said. “We are adapting them
to ensure they are resilient in
the face of 21st-century chal-
lenges.” While the debate over
Bill C-2 continues, the broader
narrative is one of a country
navigating complex geopoliti-
cal pressures while striving to
remain secure, compassion-
ate, and globally engaged.

Federal Deficit Set to Average $78 Billion Annually, Think Tank Warns

Canada’s federal deficit is projected to
surge over the next four years, with an aver-
age annual shortfall of $78 billion, according
to a new report from the C.D. Howe Insti-
tute. The think tank warns that recent gov-
ernment spending plans, including a signifi-
cant boost to military funding, are likely to
drive the national deficit far beyond earlier
expectations. In its latest fiscal analysis, the
institute estimates the deficit for the current
year could hit $92 billion, fueled largely by
Prime Minister Mark Carney’s commitment
to meet NATO'’s defense spending target of

two percent of GDP. The report projects that
while the rate of deficit growth may slow in
subsequent years, the financial burden will
remain significantly higher than previously
forecasted.Before the spring election, the
Parliamentary Budget Officer had projected
a much lower deficit trajectory. However, the
Liberal government has yet to provide a full
budget update, having postponed its spring
fiscal update to the fall. This delay, com-
bined with the lack of published financial pro-
jections, has raised transparency concerns
among economists. Beyond defense,

Carney’s government has also introduced a
one-percentage-point cut to the lowest in-
come tax rate and proposed legislation aimed
at fast-tracking major infrastructure and de-
velopment projects. These initiatives, while
aimed at boosting economic growth and ef-
ficiency, are expected to add further pres-
sure to federal finances. The C.D. Howe In-
stitute criticized the federal government for
what it described as “major spending deci-
sions without full disclosure,” urging Ottawa
to present a comprehensive financial plan
to Canadians as soon as possible.
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