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Pro-Active Dragage

». CLASS 1 DRIVERS

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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DANARTY

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

IVE channels, Funjablall Indian, Fakistani, Loglish and All over 1he

World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO, Sports,

Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A UArdt festnis srete des 3 femer

IAT UTIASTS 9% © 5% 3% ToT 39 ©
AUGCH 968, HE U8, MTElS, dcelban,
fsrar W3 WS 2 958" T & WMEE HIE Ade d

Instagram:|AMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Hed &8t fem 37, 1 Sarer ga fan &
24t 7t 3T T | feg femn 1957 € feg nret
At | fer fesy € fS9 1 J' feytfeuT fapur
AT, €T €W T €F Agad ©TIT S AT 3T
oW T fea its At | feo adte gret uifemt
@t At 3= fa veg festnr fesy get 3,
A g9 70 ¢ T 94 95, Ug fea S A I¥
Ox femy @ f<g feurfemT fapum A/t, €9 3
S T B A IE T IS T IS T8,
A% farrst € T gt I |

farst @t e s daIet 996 T @veT Ma
TOALT JIE BT AT WS e I
geddt &dd MT IIT T 12022 I fed HgaTd
& W 99 € A9 faATasT & mines daret
FI6 @ =T J13T At | feg =T gTauT
HI9d € S8 2014 M3 2019 Thdt 5=
fegdtatsTfamm, g€ I F T g I
fomrst € mmies 3T daret &at I8, ud
&t €9 Agg €At 9T I |

IS AN Tt AT & & faATsT @ oad
H'E Jd6 € @ M3 Emie 918 A9 &,
Ud feg ' M3 e 99 g fanst '3
&g It g€ & | uaTe fifterg ot fem &
Tfeer 8 & &, A€ fo &< fanA™s Agarar
Tt fegsT AT 3 279 Ifg ATE & 1 31%
feg =at Haet, fAost St Adad g ST A3
e f<emet 7,8 e <8 ust § g 39t
o sy fagea g a dy a3 7, fam
TS 3T faAs I, ud fere Ag 3 <37
grfeer graude wafent § dt ugerfen
Herd|

f3s utagst € fumre famrst € <8 fest
St ggut '3 fAagst s3TEt B3t aret A,
En s3et & gva gaH § AT a Ju fE3T,
ug 8H 3t & e © 575 fed st ug
famrat @ gAT fE3T | A -AN '3 AeaTaT ©
F faarast '3 SG-J4d IdtfanT @ 7%
TS TE AT 34 95 | a3 3T &< 43t uas
gt famrst & w3 A faar T 3 fad
UTBHT S a9t STt femrett A gatmt
areY

afde at, Gv fen @ fE9 gt AgaTa Uut
gad J=ai, Ud MAB 3 fed 3 fa, fem et
oS < fmfterg At feg afg 56 &2
fors d dtger |

wret \t, fan {9 farrs e festnr fesy
fe9 fAn 3919 € & wieTaaT @ & HE
3 IB IY I AHIE =7dT AT IJT AL, fasa®
€7 3g* It HoaHeT © fans € €3 ue
g% 9 J il =8 fent et fea 1516
Tfegs JEt At ISR SSC s g Ag § 9
& 94 f&37 | 49 <IJT 99 et U3dd'd I,
fast & €7 S316 Sdb™ w3 gadtyt <t
gedmit, M WU ARS Highm ma@e 3
Sa3 1516 & Ay <t a3 fapu | B9 fAe
dt feo <1516 AAs Wizt 3 3t e &%
=rfegs Jfemr 37, Gur mima Rt w3 femy
#ided g HE 39 Ut Ag A€ HEe &t idl
e I TeT J93T fa 1 fer fams & gse
& o feniar W3 49 ynitedr & &7 &t
WBE JI3T, THII AG AE & 3T M&S
3T, Ud AISTI B3t It |

TIHAS , HIITHST © BT39 (A8 € Je&3T
firz 3 76 AT faAs WEe™® u=9 M3

St &t 73 e Uzt T e 6 AOnE
wrfenT | fer 316 9 farrs Az g5e
ot g7e ye o5 fig 9 iz @ger feyer &
fgur I | forms ge™ U=9 9% 9% Hates
et UF &t 95 w3 €1 fugs 10 At 3°
fen 3¢t uSt a9 foor 7 I fer SE T ronE
W= I ge HaTdTHSd € ISt 9
IBY® Hu Jret w3 fedut fug @ a3=r &
forst St o533 & & d feurs AT € g7g9
fedu yeans Ji3T | 43te=t iget Hifsaa s
IS M3 AfgATa3T 34T T aATfoy ufes
& fons 578 85 '3 G ST M3 Hew e
gan faar|

fea falige € nigH9, 3739 fag yArs =28
WEETHULT S 78400 M3 HIITETET U
& 78700 € J@ie 8T € §q yfant f&9
AN gg=T a3t aret T | 83t St fegar <&
fars & dtm w3 ye <t et aret 7 i fem
9IS, HITITHSd AIdd & 3793 M3 HI SHET
W34t Hade Utfes & faor fa As<dt 2025
3 W99 2025 € fegarg, 3+ &9 fars
YOIHMT & 767 HTHS ATOHS M8 I |

¥ AT fe9 feaut fug € &3, I7g® arat
3 fegtrafant § & I ded Aeag '3 famraT
Ao | €T faar, +asusT a9, figs f3s
Hatfemt &9, Haraed feg 767 famsT &
yegHt 13T, ot feg fAge fea wazT I ?
&dt, feg 767 S9g= JT WI I5 1 767 Ufa=a
7 9 S 19 5d1 I ATSIT W3 AIITd U
T 137g® vigr e & fa yurs W34t & faar
At far €9 famraT @t winies gd1st g 24T |
we Afast mifaat I fa wiseraT €t faeat
3T @ gof AT 3dT I | feg fAared sarasa
farst & Fu-g7u W9 faor § 3 Hada
IHHTEY JIT T |

< 3 famrst €t viies 3T EdIst a9t 98T,
yd few € &3t g7 U™ faarst ahut
yegHMT & 24 J &g SareT I fa, AaaTa
YOIHMT & Wafau™ % 29 J I WuS
e § YIT I49it, AT €N € IE I fans
dt afg are few wast €3, €< ot feast
HIgTaT & 3T AT faHT st e |

2F farrat @ & 90 & M MTUST 8%
3 u3 fu 9t 3 <37 94 feg de a W5t
feg faafenr Aer J1ug fea S € &
gar o a4t fwser | farrs it & &
d YEgH& 99 34 & | Ud AaaTaT §&F €t af®
&I IS 3Tt | AeE AdaTaT < AT feg aead
Adard fam @ <& =t faarst € Mmies
Tuge A fev fanst § Jon M3 SAsT
A7 gat|

BY YIS T8 993 A9 Usd feg afg <ar
fa fars & fans faor I fa G0 g yaer
9 ? fa€ €T »i wWra 3 s UAT vaw
FICT?HAT I B F IIHT [THTE WH IT JIe
3 ? Usdat @ wifAd It AT Jdr, ud
»AB 3 fen 3 o Suat I | famst & AT
&4t fa €7 a9 Ja<, I90 Ja< Bet AgATd
HAEd Jaetit & | Ad9 fanrst § 8ot &t
BHS €T AdT 97, AT AN '3 s 7=, 3t
€5t 3 ot &3 uet T fa, G wrust nErst
TS Qe € Bt §9T I AdH B 5
Uu9 '3 UA™9 A3 €7 99 @ »ied &< faas
da 'IA fegafa s fage 'Imils &
Tt goe & 185 famrst e & fea Hame
JerJ fa, €T ¥t a9 979 UR v o, ufae™a
T JIETIT 9 A<, Ud fer e s3taT famat

g Afgg yr g garzeT Uer J | fars yegrtt
T WY 5T ST odad €7 §9, N1 wrafaa
AfE3T, TS € MASH 3T, We-ule ANJES
HS ($¥¢) T We, W3 AIATT BISPAT &t
MU HTHS TS |

I3 Uu9 3 fAsr fanst @ 98 it 3o
'3 FET Iretnt I AT fea faame '3 setwt
et g, €87 & »miedd daw € UF
FgT B N3 § 918 Barger Uer J i few
3% fed® g793 €t It 41, I8 T TII&
HaaT @ &9 <t wifaor A dy o5 T | fiE
fams a3t 9w &, €8 mifaabdt nfagbnt
AdTdt € 2B UeT g9 feItmt arehu™ a5
fa, farrat & mnies 372U &4t 3dt, €®er
€&t € yg9 U IJ I5 12017 <F fE€a AgaTat
fatge wigA™g, farst & WiHe s 2015 3°
2022 I TSt AIS BE ABTET 10 .4% T
T B3 A, Ud 2013-2016 €I7& MHES g
2% AT&TET 2T | faATsT St yegwbdt g7
feahutstnr & Wue 3y feg Sfmur fa,
3H5® e faaras fa@s € wafant 3
UITIHET I fd 1995 3 2014 I 296,438
fomTs yeaHbT g9d U9 918 AG, 2014 3
2022 3T & & At f&g, feg fasst
100,474 A | 2R, faA™sT @™HI A9aTar &
I8 ISt 3T @ Ihut Irst St
FIPAT I PAT ATEPHT IS, UT mAS © ffT
fanrst & mafrstt &< €t game, Agarat &
8 graude wafent § ot erfee uggre
e g5 w3 887 € Jq fTT It ens a3
Ae s g usat  Ene ele faen e
I3 TIUdE WITEHT & AIdT & 2% Ad3T
JUT € I9d e od fe3 I8 I& | at agt
Usd fed 3 AT Had9T § Jdar fa &5
graude wafent fisT €f en § €< fAage
feam &dt, sofa fesm dt 9, 85T s em e
et fauzr SaraH at3T I ? fans 3T e
Qo & T eTeF e fEw gIeT I, ud
fes St Qo € =8 <t et =t Iar I9ta
&8 &It Ut UyteET | wig ER®T € I

€at €3 I ot farrst @ &7% yzehdt
I&, Ae o T H3T &9 a1 W8 et |
fAgstrt yraehwt fegut fug fg Jfemt
fanrst €t e & e goetit &, 85T €
A3T € feg o fent o, 3T st €57 3
st Ay fw Arer I fa, €9 farrst gt ¥arr
AE& € gAe, €8T & dHIT Faetdt
T & |

o8 g3 3 & a g= 3T fashit <t AgaTat
wWrett &, 79 fam & fars Ut aet erd
A wEIfis Stens se &, 80 fAae 3
A= STdUde Wafan € Tt Tt 2 & 1 T&
f3= ust adw, fasr & fanst & =un
FaTfemT A, 8T <t Iralde warfent € Ja
fe9 It 7w | fer 3 g fagsT 83t &1t
43T fuma 13T fapur 7, €9 <t famrast @
fedu fg ot 7| fewe U Adres bt
B3Pt °F ufaar fefemt Jfemt S5 Sy anr
Tt AggTat € 8 fanTst § s3TfET AT
faor g 3 st € << fa=e famwst & dfenr
A<, Br e <% fous fagr AT faar I |
I7mg u3t yurs g 7, U9 fen € fe9 <t
fer 2% 93t 3 U Sqedt W3 IT
T 3BT T IIPT &, fAaSuT fa A &t
a3t & J9 dusT qaaditt | fern 2% gatur
g9 & &9 gt vt uet I faffa 7%
T9 ufdedss € J9s, fie m 3 ufgst
HIT U 99 I8, TS T IJ I& M3 et A=
3 M 3 ufost Rgm o faor I, BT U=t §
IIH IJ &, AET A=t 3 I3 feT farar
W gfoonT 3 fa, B uret @ f[R9 ST a 1T
IS

»A% © {9 fAat €9 ST AIITIT & I8 qet
A8 H8d © faAs-Hagad Hae Jt afgear
fomrst € mvinies =0, few 3 Ada9 fAgs
3 e forrsgat w3 ferfawmag=t @
feg ot 9g<t I fa fanst €t mines Tuat
37 | fer % @7 €t Aga9 € I8 g fa

féxd fgar g g5 fa, faars yegubqt
I35 BETHAYT J 99 95 | fagst ae=a
farrat B 22 3 25 Jue fa® AT feg
fg &§ 2200 3 2500 JUT IfEeH AIATT
I yatet Aet 7, €7 g ITaude
WaTE Yget & fEg e add, 100-150
ue fa® I »idt g+ $ 29< g5 I fen
3g7T I AEEbrt ET o8 T | faArst € 3F°
3T AgAPHT A3 Iv @ @9 Wshat &
fS9° yatehnt At o5, T 87 & Uaet
@ &9 g€ gda IIUde WITE SYhAT
MTHEST IHT B I5 | dt AgdTaT & 591
gater fq fen '3 a8 & gerfenr A=,
Iraude ware fagx fa farrst et few
B YT gae &, 83T € fumTe aet wae
fgnier A7 | @7 €7 <f g1 < AIa™d
&3t oo et fa fanrs € Mm™es =T,
fagfa feg sdeht g5 fa fanst &
o9 q It I a7< | »iF 831 fer 25
W T YT J ITET T | TS HBS €@ MEd
TIv A3 U3 € IT HE A 3° farrer
S39< afde o5 | A<’ fanrat vagar et
fHos3z et afs met g At feg feg afa
56 fa @& e sAmt € ATt I M3
foATsT @ I9H H'e I ot 3% MTe et
J 3T, 87 8 et = wiar sat mrEeT |
At fogt gu T AehdT o5, §Fa €T
fan =t 399 it 9= | fedat fuat =t

forsT @ Jo feg 238 <3 fors feg a7
39 I& M3 TET 3T € TE TS T &H
&% famrsT &t grst I ot =T
TPt ITST ST AT IIPHT IS, UT WAS
¢ feg farsr et sag e is St AgaaT &
B &dt fegTar fagr|

on € faAsT &t 83 fer @8 SJe St J |
grater feg T fa Agard farst €t Wst
TBITIH YT, gt famast e fIz g
TE g &7 fd, Iralde wafen & Jd
ST det ads ge & famsr et Be a9 |
HJd MEET3T g9 3T It HBS 991 &dt
3T, B &I1 999 | Ao 9% g B few
2% fomrst e fedu a9 39 I, Aa9 €9
IIT o5 fa Gu St gw sfas 37 €57 &
grdter J fa €9 farst € 7% 435 | AgaTar
€ 5% u3 3 €57 & fige 3 frAee fea fue
T HTE 3T fH® AT=a1T, Ud 3t &4t tH&art |
Frglde WIe ge 39 8II BT § It €
u@ar, fAes fen 28 farst € fedu §%
39 & | famms mmuShot Jat vart & &et ot
Ud& HATIJ € &, Ud oY a3t fesasrst
fegst yarafont e Haa €3 8<T &, A
fa /3T 3 gra9 afdfent € fegst uafemt
& I U A ST EH d B [J3T et
TITEPHT féT I8 A&, 59 U< 7 fq »iar
HIag faATsT & MTHE S 2aISt 9% §7d aet
fegrg At feg ST <t 7 AT fea few 397
Tt fors vae afa=ar|
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ygrs H3dt Het € feafAs ges
2047 € 219 BT HA®BY T g 3T

i, 9793 TR @t A I FIT AT

(VR S o

a'we@'cr Ygus gnaT fe 3 are afamt feg

wrgrat {9 feq I W3 feg wigng faar Arer

fgreTaTd & 3a< Bt A3 ags fenr@e =t

J fa 799 et @n Idat M3 feana Jergaer
I, 3" fere dAeTst § AFES gSTfemT AT
gteT I 1 yuTs W34t 5fgee Het & Barst
fzr):raw *3 79 fégr 3 fa Ad@ 9793 2047

of St A9 3 <t nigefeemEr se5s € T
'3 9, A fend ferefenmit e feg fea
Wy fysTat =a AETfuz adar | feafAg 993
2047 T Y 2197 BJTFIT & TIT ot & Hed
30 festis 37%9 &t feans ngafeeHar
Y3 9T J, 7 fd 1.65 fagts etnigfss
et § Yar daeT J |

feafiz 3793 © Gen mrafad feam, fear@
feam Sfont , Ates €t are<aT <9 Fura,

I T |

feg <t fegds Garyer I fa ot g9z B 3
nm&ﬁeue’rwme’rmua’rag*me’ra
AQET I, MT&-28 qet = AHlS aadie 3
fawm’raa’rﬁéaﬁlﬁ@amgm
JIe I, featnt fe 95 Afgnmarat v g
feq feana aHed g5 f<u fea Jo gar=e
% J, oW ge <f ffq A1Y 29 § yar a5 Bet

Jfagazfeg s ssy I Suda an et 83
&% 9% 34 95 | feu o= 593 fo3msa g5
w3 393, Afad Jrg=Tet € Har Jae 75 |
fue® 11 et &9, Het Agaa & fem e er
HOTSST Jd& BEL et IS FT&H T IS 12020
feg, mrfaa font w3 AraStads H3T8 &
BHTHA3 9793 mfgnTs B S13T | TTaH M
USISTH T AHIES A& BET, HTATd & SHIPHT
el eIz Ha HET d'ed M3 Mgedte-
TIT-F JU-fes Hed FEru3 i3 IAgs 73

fEadie a4t Jer | fex 39 a9s feg I fa, 9793
feq ardte @7 I W3 T €T Ales Uud 93
we I w3 89 fer 3 993 Agne AT 75,
v Uev <9 A9 3 Tu™ YUz gds Het
A3 HIs3 0t J9¢ | §9189 AT © fasa
&foat fe9 A =78 A7 3987 © J9& Jredit
@ 9oy , €9 sfos =@ Jet =t few g9
faarfes oat ager A fen 979 g% &t gaer
A AETsd g eTst &7 fen 979 3is <
&4t gger | feam Y3t fen 397 &t Gemrtaar
a@e’r@aé@m@rm’fa@m@rlma’r,

WW?’)‘E‘Q"’@E" aﬁs‘rrr@’rc-u-
mmwmwﬁx@m
FI& ANG et 439 & =d qaeT J |

yg's N34t Het & 3d339 € 33 Y3t
TYSHUIT €T YIRS a137 9 18ET S ~feafiz
93 2047 BE A= I fega+ s fea
ufgsaat e 3fag g e daea s B as
d 15-20 BY gg™ fedd a3 »3 feg fegt
fegrat & v et <9 Aarfs3s a9s &et
GaeTe & 8Bt I

feqt w 9Ty GrsT= & AaaTdt mierrdbut
TIT 39 FUTfonT w3 feamg staT Ar=ar |
yuTs W34t Het e feg fea 993 =ubn GasT
J1 yg feg €€ 3 &t T AeT A 3T

I WAt TTI3T TEIT-AHIT MGHTT IBIE,
3t 9793 fan = 37 HomEaSt e <9
ferem sdt duer, QU St I Freg=aT 5%
FfaeT g7de 96 M3 frge dfumm wet fda dq
g8 IIY U6 A A I UfosT fegras Har
HETs |

feg St s lygs N3t Het ne fee oo fa
2047 © fendtae gnar fsaen3s s sy,
»A T € AONE A9 3 <31 93T A5
BATST S SHIB UTTIET € gd=d3 € udF
3 €9 U J | A=TST Of Fuet fare3t s
feg U oat 3, 7 & frgs B9 <t e &
uwfeaaaaa’rzr Aot ©5 € Sfy w3 On

mfarahut, AT EraT fereTad & 7539
HEBST THTIT St e AET WZ AT
DT I9d & fE9 T AG3S UAT A1 Jer
J, Aat nrfae &4t 3T AteT | ygT Afgarat
439 fgreramd &% Ffamr e I3 HaaTa

SELCE 25e°ru33h€waa°rtr|

fe“smrfuﬁménm, 103 24 A& €1 O1a
T 39 5 9 1 37931 & fan &7 faw v st
T =93 AT T 1 feshr ferctfaGe nie
HSta® Arfere (@ve) <t fea fatae »iar et

FHAT f&Y AIgI3T HigHT 37 TEhT s,
7e fa sTadfean aeaw faga & sdarHehur
fedu Az ara=re g AT I8 Ifen 3
fewrer, on 99 <9 fAoz w3 STanstawd
HISRYIS ABTY M3 ATTE3T Y& I3 JJ I5 |
fegst gHedt w3st § ITH HIdTdT, HETd
gretgrfont &t migreret feg stst dug '3
HFIHT ©TaT Yad 13T farnT I |

few fime & »iar Twge 98, 393 & fEq
HI3TYas ufgsaent atst 7, ~g=r
wfe3fie s+, 7 far 19 3 20 gt
Ja g9 fenestg € ga3t amt € ufeag
wre I A3 J13T Ar=ar | +feanag 993
BE SHT-HII SASTS + BIH 5T feg iNSs
yoTIgT & gd=d3 fedu dA=Tat I nigreTet
T IHI OB T B1T JuS T afad gdeT
3| feg A®E 9793 99 € 100 3 2T
w3 HaTs ot € dAeTs ySifeutnt &
fedsT g9aT | T3 W3 ufae™d IS HZTHT,

AE®3ITYITT I'Y UGT % FATS
fematt &t f&HT aaretut & <t gfrr
3 Ufez Jas set Aifgnr g Ar=ar | feg
ANSE TTHE MBTEE™ & AT IS &78 ANTUS
J=9T, 7 SHT HAI3 9793 HfoH & IF st
T ISHY T+ IH FIaT | feu WeTs AT &
SHI® uergET €t g9<d3 <9 U= 3 3a<,
96 M3 &HT fedu fea Hags, U B9A1BT
WEBs IS8T BET O 99 h‘e GIGIGEEH
Wi & 37 996 BeT d=aIShyt S guayT
fanima qaaT |y 3 dt Het & armr fearmfag

A fot w3 Arastads )-"wd'es',
HISH™aTa T8, STadeaH aeds fagd ANg
YWY HISdT ARETST AIIToHT &7 fIRT =gt |
feg fes8ye uBeean dA=sT § i3t
faarraTet &% U 39 '3 MruShdt miraaT,
feretdst M3 I& A'Y 99& € WdT gSTear,
mmmmmw
yrgr | fen Bnss &9 &7 <t yfgaat W3
ﬂﬁi%w,%ﬂ%mﬁrfuwm,ﬁmﬁ

ufa®t w3 Agag, fAe® I W3 3A< J-

TEIwat St ghverat '3 s Jdt 157 '3

g793 ©f awusT atgt I 7 Hifig WEt @
Aufemt W3 feg=t § san@er | few
fEREIdE € MgHT, T HHS M3 U3 H3T8
@t feg ufgsaert a7 fige A= s 3 a0 3
gu'8<, Adt €57 & aHed feare wr3ar €t
WI=TE J9&5 BEF AHI T =5 ffx
AISHST deH J 19793 & feq feans ames
39 guse &t fireTdt feme SA=sT '3 T
feg feq 5=t gmedt Arfarst &t g3 &
Targer |

 Commercial Realty Services
* Residential Realty Services
* Homeowner Related Services

Bring your relatlves to
Canada through a
student visa. Permanent
Residence in 2 years
upon completion

of diploma

studies.

Residential Real Estate Broker

JHISHE IS MACE T35 | o

Hindi, Punjabi, English, French

Free consultation .
Free market evaluation .

y
Mortgage arrangements can also be made
HIdT = <t ygu J

463" T fe3 e i i3 dadinie Ut nid

MUE far3ear § AgS e Sa gdt a&3T HaE'§ | 2 'S
o fSUSBH™ as 3 Ie o637 €t Uat ut. g, 6 | uie-
ufe UFTEl 10+2, = IELETS fe5 6.0 §37

Call

fa<t, drrett, wiqet, g9
Ph:(514)663 4883

Email: komal.arora@century2l.ca

Komal Arora
Realtor
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fenar &t oS o Ales se et asaTT A ASH T
Bd Jet I M3 Ales € 99 u3™ '3 At afdet 9

ISP - I gfors © fAgAeoe & gfons
Tt 84 By yarIhit f[eg ga fan § fermar
f&3T T, vaut yarst &9 serfemT faprr
fenrar &7 fAde o™ e fea Fresed av T
gafa fere a3t fes fea T, fea fevmar
€ 3793 578 It He Y IeaHT Ja ugfamT
J, M3 HaH, 9€HT, UI3T AN3 TET gea3t
Jg& S FAB g7 A, 87T 5TE WS qI5
T U35 d13 AT 9 I& | IS HR T Aate feg
ST €S JET I I ot 979 HiETd 7 HaY
3 Ales M3 N3 € Jag ffg u@er g, few
'3 §H 9% 34t I fan f9 , Wiz<de fans
ASHYETH =T8T I SPHT HITaTHEd, H&eT It
fa Ha'y < <t Ae® &at J=ar | »iF wHt
few fen '3 999 99 99 o7 fa@fa 22 a@met
2025 & fen= ferrar feem wafenr AT fagr
J | fene fayrar feen fea ferefenmit sfag
3 7 ferrar €t frgs 979 Aaga3T UeT d9s
73 go3 ferrar § Ates 99 froie due
€ Idtfami™ & AT3T I35 HET AMTfU3 7 | feg
J fa fevmar €t fro3 frge gggar set faar
o feur a4t 7, Aar feo g9 ©vg € A9 ot
e HI3=Yas J | ferrar €t oz g dles
39 € @397 I A 76H 3§ g€F I 3
ies € 99 U™ 'F Adt Ifdet Ty
I II3 BEL, fHE 65% 3 U ATS Ifde
J&, A8 AoHe fems 2047 3, fer set oid
wHT Iz f&9 Qumgy areardt &t Hee
&% Y It 9997 AITIT |
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An Old Tango in Washington: Donald Trump,
Asim Munir & A Farce India Has Seen Before

President Donald Trump, in a move
dripping with transactionalism, has rolled
out the red carpet for Pakistan’s Chief
of Army Staff, Syed Asim Munir.
Recently anointed a “Field Marshal" for
saving Pakistan from India’s fury by
securing a “ceasefire," Asim Munir is now
in Washington.

He arrives not as a statesman
representing a nation, but as an
exposed military leader with a begging
bowl, seeking to mortgage his country’s
strategic alignment for his institution’s
financial and political survival.But this
time, there was a crucial and
unexpected prologue. Just before
meeting Munir, President Trump
requested a call with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. In the 35-minute
conversation, PM Modi made India’s new
doctrine vis-a-vis Pakistan crystal clear.
He briefed Trump on Operation Sindoor,
framing it as “measured and precise",
and made it clear that terrorism is now
considered an actual war by India.

The operation, he warned, is merely
paused, and would resume with renewed
ferocity were Pakistan to attempt any
misadventure. With that single phone
call, Munir's mission was kneecapped
before it even began. He arrives notto a
blank slate, but to a chessboard where
India has already placed his king in
check.

THE GENERAL, NOT THE PRIME
MINISTER, TAKES THE STAGE
Munir’s itinerary, reportedly including

meetings with Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth, is not a diplomatic courtesy. It
is a coronation. It confirms who truly
wields power in Islamabad, and it is not
the man with the title of ‘Prime Minister.’
The meeting between an American
President and a Pakistani Army Chief,
while Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif is
relegated to the sidelines, is the most
profound insult to the very notion of

Pakistani “democracy.” It is a public
declaration from Washington that the fig
leaf has fallen.

The civilian government in Pakistan is,
and has always been, a flimsy facade —
a Potemkin village designed to secure
IMF loans and maintain the pretense of
a ‘modern’ state. The real power, the
entity that decides matters of war, peace,
and nuclear codes, resides in the
military’s  General
Headquarters (GHQ) in
Rawalpindi. By
engaging directly with
Munir, Trump is simply
legitimising Pakistan’s
military rule. It is a
display of strategic
myopia, where short-
term gains are pursued
at the cost of long-term
regional stability.

But why now? The
timing, as always, is key. The escalating
conflict between Israel and Iran has sent
ripples of anxiety through the world. With
Pakistan sharing a long and porous border
with Iran, its geography once again
becomes its greatest, and perhaps only,
asset. Washington sees a frontline state,
a potential staging ground, and a lever
against Tehran. In this high-stakes game,
Trump is making a classic American bet:
that the loyalty of the Pakistani military
can be bought, or at least rented. He is
attempting to pry Pakistan from the
tightening embrace of its two most
committed patrons: China and Iran.

This courtship is aimed squarely at
Beijing. For years, China has nurtured
Pakistan as its “all-weather" ally, a
strategic gateway to the Arabian Sea
through CPEC and a loyal customer for
its military-industrial complex. Trump’s
embrace of Munir, with its unspoken offer
of American dollars and technology, is a
direct challenge to that leverage. After all,
an “all-weather friendship" built on loans

can look remarkably fragile when
confronted with the immediate
gratification of American patronage.
Beijing is about to find out just how deep
its influence in Rawalpindi truly runs.
The second prize is the vast mineral
wealth of Balochistan. Since he took
office in January, Trump has been
scanning the world topography for rare
earth elements (REEs). The India-

Pakistan flare-up appears to have brought
Balochistan’s rare earth deposits to
Trump’s attention. Balochistan, currently
under Pakistani occupation, is estimated
to contain 12 of the 17 known REEs. By
gaining influence over the Pakistani
security establishment, the US not only
disrupts China’s access to these
deposits but positions itself to control
these resources — a manoeuvre
combining 19th-century colonial grabbing
with 21st-century geostrategic
competition.

AN OLD SCRIPT, BUT INDIA HAS

FLIPPED THE PAGE

So where does this leave India? More
secure than ever. India’s mature
response is one of quiet, almost amused,
detachment, now bolstered by the
knowledge that our red lines have been
clearly communicated at the highest
level. Our attitude should be simple: good
luck to all those who wish to get in bed
with the Pakistanis. After all, Prime
Minister Modi has made it unequivocally

clear to Trump that US mediation is not
welcome and that India knows how to
deal with Pakistan on its own terms. India
learned long ago that American dollars
poured into Pakistan do not create a
stable, moderate neighbour. Instead,
they fund a duplicitous military
establishment that perfects the art of
playing both sides. The US has armed
Pakistan against the Soviets, only to see
those same assets turned into a global
jihadist factory that ultimately claimed
American lives. It has funded Pakistan
for the ‘War on Terror’, only to find Osama
bin Laden living comfortably next to its
premier military academy. History
provides a brutal record: any nation
entangled with the Pakistani state has
suffered for it. If President Trump believes
he can tame this animal, especially after
being explicitly warned by India, then we
can only wish him the very best. India
will not interrupt its adversary when it is
making a mistake. Trump is not the first
American to be entrapped by the
Pakistanis, and India knows he will not
be the last.

Let the US navigate the labyrinth of
Pakistani promises. While America is
busy with its old tango with Islamabad,
India will continue its economic ascent,
building a future based on production, not
deception. The meeting between Trump
and Munir is not a threat. It is an
affirmation of everything we already knew,
but with one crucial difference: this time,
the world knows that India is not just
watching. We have already spoken. The
stage is set, the actors are familiar, and
we have already delivered our lines.

Besides, were Pakistan to mistake
American patronage as a safety net to
attempt more attacks against India, it would
be making a catastrophic miscalculation
—one that would invite a response so swift
and overwhelming that no global power, not
even the United States, would be able to
shield Islamabad from.

The Anguish Of Nimisha Priya And The Imperative Of Compassion

My heart, like those of countless fellow
Keralites, is heavy with the plight of
Nimisha Priya. This young woman, a
daughter of our soil, finds herself ensnared
in a legal quagmire of the most profound
and perilous nature in Yemen, facing the
grim prospect of the gallows.

It is a predicament that transcends
mere jurisprudence; it is a deeply human
tragedy, especially for her family - parents,
husband and child - resonating with the
universal fear of losing a loved one to
circumstances far beyond their control.

Death Of A Dream

Nimisha's story is, sadly, one that
epitomises the hopes and vulnerabilities
of many Keralites who seek opportunity
in distant lands. She embarked for
Yemen with dreams of a better future, a
future for herself and, crucially, for her
family back in Kerala. Yet, these dreams
tragically transmuted into a nightmare,
culminating in the death of a Yemeni
national, Talal Abdo Mahdi. Though it
seems this individual, her employer and
partner, was harassing and abusing her,
leading to her alleged criminal killing of

him, her subsequent conviction and death
sentence remains inexpressibly tragic.
While the intricacies of the Yemeni legal
system, particularly its adherence to
Sharia law, are profoundly different from
our own, the immediate human crisis
demands our utmost attention and
empathy.
A Complex Situation

The core of her precarious situation
lies in the concept of 'blood money' or
diya - a pathway to pardon recognised
under Sharia law, whereby the victim's
family may accept financial
compensation in lieu of execution.
Indians' collective efforts, both
governmental and private, have been
tirelessly directed towards this avenue.
The family has not so far accepted the
amounts offered and is insisting on her
execution. The reported postponement
of her execution, originally scheduled for
today - albeit atemporary deferral - offers
a flicker of hope, a precious window of
opportunity that we must seize with every
fibre of our being. The path to her possible
reprieve has been fraught, to say the

least. Our Ministry of External Affairs has
been doing its best, in circumstances
complicated by the Civil War in Yemen
and the irregular situation of the
authorities holding her, as well as by the
fact that the Indian Embassy has been
relocated out of the country because of
the grim political and security situation
there, and is operating from a camp office
in Djibouti in North Africa since April 2015.
This operational constraint, born of dire
necessity, has unfortunately hampered
the efficacy of our diplomatic overtures
thus far.
The Intervention Of The Grand
Mufti

It is within this challenging landscape
that a new, vital beacon of hope has
emerged. The intervention of the Grand
Mufti of India, Ustad Kanthapuram A.P.
Abubakar Musliyar, the esteemed
General Secretary of All India Sunni
Jamiatul Ulama and Chancellor of
Jamia Markaz, through his long-
standing friendship with the revered
Yemeni Sufi Islamic scholar Sheikh
Habib Umar bin Hafiz, offers a slender

ray of hope and even optimism. All of
Kerala now unites in fervent prayer for
the success of his crucial efforts. In an
era increasingly characterised by
attempts to divide people and foster
hatred and animosity in the name of
religion and community, the venerable
Kanthapuram Ustad has delivered a
powerful and timely message. His
humanitarian initiative underscores a
fundamental truth: that humanity stands
paramount above all divisions of religion,
gender or community. It is a testament
to the enduring power of compassion and
cross-cultural understanding in
navigating even the most intractable of
crises. This is not about condoning
any alleged wrongdoing, but about
upholding the fundamental human
right to life, and exploring every
conceivable diplomatic and
humanitarian channel to secure her
reprieve. It is a stark reminder of the
complexities inherent in the lives of our
citizens who seek their fortunes abroad,
often in regions fraught with political
instability and distinct legal frameworks.
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Agribusiness and hospitality sectors, threatened by
deportations, poured millions into Republican victories

(News Agency)- President Donald Trump’s

messaging about deporting undocumented farm, food and
hospitality workers has shifted multiple times in recent
days, with his latest comments indicating he may be
open to a middle-ground solution. Despite appeals from
affected industries and Trump’s comments in support of
leniency in such sectors, ICE agents resumed
deportation-related work last week, edging the Trump
administration nearer to its goal of 3,000 arrests every
day. This reversal comes as congressional Republicans
continue their work on the “Big Beautiful Bill,” Trump’s
wide-ranging policy initiative that would add $75 billion to
the ICE budget over the next five.
The short pause on deportations in two industries that
collectively employ more than 1.2 million undocumented
workers was an attempt to partially address fears that
the national food supply chain and the leisure industry
would be upended by the raids. Trump even issued a
rare concession on social media on June 12: “Our great
Farmers and people in the Hotel and Leisure business
have been stating that our very aggressive policy on
immigration is taking very good, long time workers away
from them, with those jobs being almost impossible to
replace.” Just days later, Trump rescinded that stay —
but later told reporters there might be another way to
help “reputable” farmers who take responsibility for
undocumented workers. The industry, which depends
heavily on an undocumented workforce, has long been a
reliable supporter of Republican politics. The agribusiness
sector funneled hundreds of millions to Republicans and
conservative groups in 2024. Individuals and political
action committees affiliated with the sector donated $107
million to candidates and political parties during the most
recent election cycle, with 66 percent going to
Republicans. That continues a decades-long trend of
primarily supporting GOP candidates.

The sector spent $50.9 million on lobbying in
the first quarter of 2025, a little ahead of the 2024 pace
($179.8 million total). Some of the top spenders include
Archer Daniels Midland, which funneled $2 million into
lobbying in Q1 of 2025 (compared to $870,000 in Q1 the
year prior), as well as PepsiCo Inc, which spent $1.6
million on lobbying since the start of the year. Reyes
Holdings, one of the largest players in the food sector,
funneled the most of any industry titan to conservative
groups. The company’s employees and PACs gave $2.1
million to Republican candidates and parties. Brothers
Christopher and Jude Reyes, who co-lead the company,
donated another $19 million to a pair of super PACs: $10
million to the Senate Leadership Fund, which works to
keep a Republican majority in the Senate, as well as $9
million to the Congressional Leadership Fund, which is
focused on House Republicans. Their only Democratic
contribution was a $75,000 donation to California Gov.
Gavin Newsom’s 2022 campaign. The second largest
political contributor in the agribusiness sector in the 2024
cycle, Mountaire Corp., also focused on the conservative
candidates and causes. Employees and PACs gave $2.7
million to Republican candidates and parties, while
company chairman Ronald Cameron funneled $16.6
million to other groups, including $4.5 million to each of
three super PACs: Americans for Prosperity Action, the
Congressional Leadership Fund and the Senate
Leadership Fund. The other leading contributors in the
sector, such as British American Tobacco, Rai Services
Co and Altria Client Services, each directed all or nearly
all of their political contributions to conservative groups.
The national farm labor force is propped up by
undocumented farm workers, who make up 42 percent
of all farm employees. As a result, many of the largest
farms in the country continue to lobby for and support
Democratic organizations despite the industry trending

towards support for predominantly Republican causes.

Gwendolyn Sontheim of Cargill Inc., a global food
company that owns some farms, donated $1 million to
the Democratic-supporting House Majority PAC, almost
$576,000 to the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee and $68,000 to Kamala Harris in 2024. United
Farm Workers, a labor union that works to protect farm
workers and ensure fair wages, spent relatively little on
lobbying and political contributions in relation to the
agribusiness titans. Employees and members of the
union funneled all their donations to Democrats: $9,000
to Harris in 2024, along with a host of other Democrats in
numbers ranging from tens of dollars to a few thousand.
The union spent just $70,000 on lobbying in 2024 and
only $10,000 in the first quarter of 2025. Other farm unions
demonstrated similar patterns of political spending. On
June 10, the UFW released a statement noting, “Any
federal actions designed to terrorize and separate farm
worker communities is an attack on Californians and a
dangerous waste of resources. ... We also say not just
to farm workers, but to all working people in California:
we are in this together.” In California, more than 75 percent
of farm workers are undocumented migrants, making it
one of the most hard-hit by immigration raids. Yet,
California’s largest farm, Tejon Ranch, contributed over
$152,000 to the Republican Party in 2024, compared to
just $67 donated to Democrats. Meanwhile, the lodging
and tourism industry has primarily donated to Democrats
over the past decade. In 2024, PACs and employees
donated $18 million to candidates and party committees,
with 65 percent going to Democrats. But affiliates of the
industry’s largest political contributor, TRT Holdings,
funneled the lion’s share of their donations in 2024 to
conservative groups: $501,000 to GOP parties and
candidates, along with, totalling $3.6 million to
conservative super PACs.

Why did you hide Reddit account? Indian student faces US visa scrutiny

(News Agency)- When a student from
Maharashtra applying for a US F-1 visa walked in for
her interview, she didn’t expect her Reddit activity to
come under scrutiny. She listed all other social media
accounts, barring Reddit, where users mostly post
anonymously. The student, who is facing visa
scrutiny for not sharing her Reddit account, shared
her experience with the consular officials — on
Reddit.Identified online as HoneyBee2029, the
Maharashtra-based applicant said she was issued
a 221(g) slip, which suspended the visa process
temporarily till disclosure of full details.

The officer delayed the visa process and flagged her
Reddit account, even though it was public and had
no objectionable content.

"If you have an interview coming up, then yes. Name
all, literally all your social media handles you've
created in the last 5 years. I've been on hold due to

a petty Reddit account which | never used. So don't
risk it. They definitely have Al assistance to track all
your digital footprints," the Reddit user said.

In a Reddit post recounting the experience, the student
said the visa officer questioned why the Reddit handle
hadn’t been included in the DS-160 form.

The student maintained that her profile was open and
clean, but the officer claimed the account "was not
visible" during an internal review.

At the end of the interview, the officer issued the 221(g)
form, asking the student to ensure that all social media
handles were made public.

“She mentioned that the account was not visible while
it was an open account, and at the end of the interview,
issued me a 221(g) slip requesting that | make all my
social media handles public,” the student wrote,
seeking advice on how to proceed with the process.
Reddit users responded to the post, pointing out that
linking social media profiles might have made it easier
for the consular office to locate the account.

One person noted, "Mate why are you posting your
full name here? A google search shows your Reddit
account. | think just wait for a response at this point
and go from there."

"If you don't need this Reddit account, you might as
well close this one and create one later, after the
interview, and you land in the US," suggested another
person.

WHY REDDIT IS UNDER SCANNER?

A 221(g) form does not mean a visa rejection, it indicates
the officer needs more information before making a final
decision.

All applicants for F, M, and J non-immigrant US visas,
which are meant for students, have been ordered to

el |

| US. CONSULATE
GENERAL

make their social media profiles public.
As per the US State Department, this will allow
thorough vetting of candidates.

It added that the US visa is "a privilege, not a right",
and its screening does not stop after a visa has been
issued, and authorities may revoke it if one breaks the
law. "Effective immediately, all individuals applying for
an F, M, or J nonimmigrant visa are requested to adjust
the privacy settings on all of their social media
accounts to public to facilitate vetting necessary to
establish their identity and admissibility to the United
States under US law," the US Embassy said in a
notification on June 23.
The provision for social media vetting for US visa
applicants has been in place since 2019.
However, the new announcements signal that
foreign nationals will be subjected to an
increased level of scrutiny. The enhanced
' surveillance comes amid President Trump's
crackdown on immigration, leading to ICE
| (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) raids
on illegal immigrants.
The Maharashtra student's case is an example of
how strict the vetting is, and that all social media
accounts need to be listed to avoid further scrutiny.

Starbucks Orders Corporate Leaders

Back to Offices in Seattle and Toronto

Starbucks is scaling back remote
work for its corporate team,
mandating that all “people leaders”
be based in either Seattle or
Toronto within the next 12 months,
according to a company-wide
letter from CEO Brian Niccol
shared on Monday. Beginning in
early October, corporate
employees will also be required to
work from the office four days a
week, up from the current three-
day policy. While individual team
members under those leaders
won’t be forced to relocate, all
future hires and lateral moves will

be limited to those willing to be
based in Seattle or Toronto. “We
are reestablishing our in-office
culture because we do our best
work when we’re together,” Niccol
wrote. “We share ideas more
effectively, creatively solve hard
problems, and move much faster.”
Employees affected by the
relocation policy will have the
option to take a one-time voluntary
exit package that includes a cash
payout. The move aligns Starbucks
with other major employers such
as Amazon, AT&T, and federal
agencies, all of which have

increased in-office expectations
amid a broader shift away from
pandemic-era remote work
flexibility. While Starbucks did not
confirm how many employees
currently qualify as “people
leaders,” the company has
approximately 16,000 corporate
staff worldwide, including support,
roastery, and warehouse roles.
CEO Niccol himself was not
required to relocate when he took
the role in August 2024. However,
Starbucks now says he has since
purchased a home in Seattle and
is regularly seen at headquarters.
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Meta investors, Zuckerberg
settle $8 billion privacy lawsuit
over Facebook data violations

(News Agency)- The agreement was announced in
the Delaware Court of Chancery on Thursday, just before
the trial was to resume its second day. The trial, presided
over by Judge Kathaleen McCormick, was halted after
plaintiffs’ lawyer Sam Closic informed the court that a
settlement had been reached. Details of the agreement
remain confidential, and lawyers for the defence declined to
comment. According to Reuters, the lawsuit was filed by
Meta shareholders who aimed to hold CEO Mark
Zuckerberg, venture capitalist and board member Marc
Andreessen, former COO Sheryl Sandberg, and others
accountable for the company’s massive legal costs, primarily
the $5 billion fine imposed by the US Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) in 2019. That fine followed revelations
about Facebook’s failure to comply with a 2012 agreement
to protect user data. Shareholders alleged that top
executives ignored the company’s legal obligations and ran
Facebook as an illegal data-gathering operation. The case
was based on Caremark claims, a rare and difficult-to-prove
legal standard in Delaware corporate law related to board
oversight failures. Zuckerberg and Sandberg were expected
to testify next week, along with other prominent former
board members such as Peter Thiel and Reed Hastings.

Sandberg was previously sanctioned for
deleting emails during litigation, complicating her
defense. By settling, the defendants avoid testifying
under oath, while shareholders sidestep the
challenge of proving complex corporate law claims.
The case followed the infamous Cambridge
Analytica scandal, in which user data was
improperly accessed for political advertising during
the 2016 US presidential campaign. As reported by
Reuters, Jason Kint, CEO of Digital Content Next,
criticised the settlement, saying it denied the public a
chance at accountability. “Facebook has reframed the
Cambridge Analytica scandal as a few bad actors,
avoiding deeper scrutiny of its surveillance-based
business model,” he said.
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Trump administration orders
diplomatic silence on global elections

(News Agency)-US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio instructed US diplomats worldwide
not to comment on the fairness or integrity of
elections conducted by foreign countries,
according to an internal note seen by Reuters
on Thursday, in a significant departure from
Washington's traditional approach of promoting
free and fair elections overseas. The order, sent
to all US diplomatic posts in a July 17 internal
State Department cable, says the Department
will no longer issue election-related statements
or social media posts from Washington unless
there is a "clear and compelling" foreign policy
interest. "When it is appropriate to comment on
a foreign election, our message should be brief,
focused on congratulating the winning candidate
and, when appropriate, noting shared foreign
policy interests," said the cable, which was
marked as "sensitive" but not classified.
"Messages should avoid opining on the fairness
or integrity of an electoral process, its
legitimacy, or the democratic values of the
country in question," it said. It added that
election-related messages should come from
either the Secretary himself or the Department
spokesperson, and it barred US diplomats from
issuing such statements without explicit
approval from the agency's senior leadership.
The cable referenced President Donald Trump's
May 13 speech in Riyadh when he criticised what
he called "Western interventionists" telling
Middle Eastern countries how to govern their own
affairs, saying that it was no longer Washington's
business, and it was looking to forge

UBP LIMOUSINE
514-581-1625

"While the United States will

partnerships.
hold firm to its own democratic values and
celebrate those values when other countries
choose a similar path, the President made clear
that the United States will pursue partnerships
with countries wherever our strategic interests

align," the directive said. When asked about the
cable, a State Department spokesperson in
emailed comments repeated some of the points
in the directive and said that this approach was
consistent with the administration’s
emphasis on “national sovereignty.” The
United States has traditionally viewed the
promotion of human rights and democracy
as well as press freedom as a core foreign
policy objective, although critics have
repeatedly pointed out the double standard
Washington has had towards its allies. Under
Trump, the administration has increasingly
moved away from the promotion of democracy
and human rights, largely seeing it as
interference in another country's affairs.
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Can India And China Be 'Frenemies'?

"China and India were not doomed to
perpetual enmity. They could enjoy a
long period of peace again, but to do so,
China had to use force to 'knock' India
back to the negotiating table," writes
Henry Kissinger in his book On China,
quoting Mao Zedong, the supreme leader
of the Communist Party of China, in the
context of the Indo-China War in 1962.
After the initial attack on India, Mao
suddenly decided to end the stalemate,
and his army generals were puzzled by
his move. Mao explained to them that
he never wanted to defeat India; the
whole military exercise was to bring India
to the negotiating table.

Since then, there have been
skirmishes on the border with Chinese
troops, but never a war. The most recent
skirmish was in Galwan, where troops
from both countries fought with each
other. During Operation Sindoor, however,
the Indian Forces witnessed a unique
phenomenon. As deputy chief of armed
forces, Lieutenant General Rahul Singh
described that the Indian army was
fighting two enemies on one border. He
meant that along with Pakistan, China
was also fighting a war against India; it
used the theatre of war for testing its
weaponry. By any definition, it was an
enemy act.

Why Did Choma Risk Conflict?

In the larger context, it can easily be
concluded that China was fighting a
proxy war for Pakistan. It was a war
between two civilisational countries that
take great pride in their past. There was
no reason for China to engage in a battle
between the two traditional rivals who
have fought five wars with each other. But

it did. The question that needs to be
asked is, why did China risk a major
conflict with India? What was the
purpose? Was it to force India to come
to the negotiating table, as Mao had told
his generals in October 19627 In this
context, the picture posted by India's
foreign minister, S. Jaishankar, on X, in
which he was seen shaking hands with
Chinese President Xi Jinping, becomes
important. Though Jaishankar was in
Beijing to participate in the SCO foreign
ministers' conference, the words he
used in his post hint at a bigger picture.
He wrote, "Apprised President Xi of the
recent development of our bilateral ties.
Value the guidance of our leaders in that
regard.” It's hard to imagine that these
words were for a country that had only
weeks ago indulged in a major war-like
action, and since then has also tried to
impede India's economic growth? In
recent days, China has deliberately tried
to stop the export of rare earth
material and specialised fertilizers to
India, and it has recalled its more
than three hundred engineers working
for Foxconn. Does it mean that
despite all kinds of bravado by the
Modi government, India has
calculated that China is too
significant a country in the current
global scenario, and that it is better
to have a peaceful relationship with
it?We have to understand that foreign
policy is not about friendship and
personal relationships, but about
furthering national interests. And if
the Modi government has decided to
improve its relationship with China,
then it is a good move. China is
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presently at the cusp of a major
transformation, from being a
superpower to the number one country
in the world. It needs allies and partners.
China has made enormous progress
since Mao's time. In the 1970s, India and
China were of approximately the same
economic size. Since Mao's departure,
however, Deng's reforms have changed
China beyond recognition. No other
country in history has shown such
remarkable economic growth as China
has achieved in such a short time. In 40
years, China has not only become a $19-
trillion economy - second in the world
after the US - but it has also become a
technological superpower. Its recent
technological breakthrough in the field
of artificial intelligence and electric
vehicles has shocked the Western world,
particularly the US. The icing on the
cake is that, unlike in America, China's
technology is very cheap. Its electric
motor car, BYD, has the potential to jolt
Tesla's standing worldwide. Musk today
is a worried man. Similarly, China's
extremely cost-effective DeepSeek
poses an existential challenge to the
US's Al market and technology. China
has also shown during Operation Sindoor
that it has evolved a much-advanced
military technology that can achieve air
dominance through a network of Al,
sensors and the Internet.
Rational Thinking

No doubt, India has also progressed
a lot since the 1991 economic reforms.
Itis the fastest-growing economy today
and arguably the fourth-largest one in the
world. But, it's not a $5 trillion economy,
yet, and struggles to match China's

economic and technological heft. China
today is a manufacturing giant and
makes up for almost 31.6% of the world's
manufactured goods. India is still a
developing economy, with 80 crore
people fed largely by the government. Its
per capita income is only $2,878, which
places it at 143rd rank among 196
countries. China, with its $25,307 per
capita income, is ranked 70th. India's
manufacturing sector is sluggish, and
despite recent initiatives like Make in
India and Atmanirbhar Bharat, its
contribution to the global market is only
2.9%. China, since Xi Jinping became
its supreme leader, has become
ambitious and is spreading its tentacles
across the globe. It has spread like a
vice in Africa. In South Asia, it is working
to diplomatically encircle India from all
corners. Once, India was very proud of
its historical ties with Russia, but not
anymore. Today, Russia is China's best
friend - Moscow's awkward silence during
Operation Sindoor is a pointer. Russia
even called Pakistan a natural ally and
partner recently. China's bitter reaction
to the issue of the Dalai Lama's
incarnation is also a hint to India's
decision-makers. The point is, if
India has to become Viksit Bharat by
2047, then it needs peace on its
borders. It is in India's interest to
have a good bilateral relationship with
it and use that time to grow
economically. If India is seen as an
adversary in Beijing and as an
impediment to its goals, then friction
is inevitable. Anyway, India cannot
rely on Trump's America anymore. A
little neighbourliness can go a long way.
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Amit Shah Highlights Modi’s Legacy: “From Ram
Mandir to 5G, India Balances Heritage and Progress”™

technological advancements in India,
stating that Modi “built the Ram Temple in
“ Ayodhya and brought 5G to India.” His
- comments came during the 63rd
Foundation Day celebration of Bharat
Vikas Parishad (BVP). Addressing critics,
Shah said, “People with leftist ideology ask
what good came from building the Ram
Mandir. | say they won’t understand. Modi
ji built the Ram temple and brought 5G to
India. He took digital payments to the
vegetable seller on the street.” Shah further
emphasized the Modi government’s
broader nation-building efforts, highlighting

promotion of education in regional
languages. These, he said, are part of a
larger vision to empower citizens while
preserving national identity. He also
commended Bharat Vikas Parishad for its
long-standing commitment to social
service, inspired by the ideals of Swami
Vivekananda. Shah noted that the
organization operates more than 1,600
branches across the country and has
consistently played a vital role during
disasters and social campaigns. “BVP
is not just an organisation but an idea
that connects Indians to their cultural

(News Agency)-
Minister Amit Shah on Sunday praised spearheading both cultural

India and China

Vision as Jaishankar Meets Chinese Vice President

(News Agency)- Beijing
and New Delhi are signaling a
thaw in their strained relationship,
with  renewed diplomatic
engagement and a symbolic call
for a “dragon-elephant tango.”
During a meeting with India’s
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar in Beijing, Chinese
Vice President Han Zheng
emphasized the importance of
mutual respect and practical
cooperation between the two
regional giants, both prominent
players in the Global South. Vice
President Zheng echoed Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s earlier
remarks, encouraging India and
China to enable each other’s
success through deeper
engagement. “Becoming partners
that enable each other’s success
and achieving the ‘dragon-
elephant tango’ is the right
choice,” Zheng said, urging both
nations to build on recent
progress and focus on long-term
stability in bilateral ties.
Jaishankar, in turn, highlighted
the value of open dialogue
between India and China,
particularly given the “complex”
global situation. Speaking during
his visit to China for the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
summit, he noted improvements
in bilateral ties since Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s meeting
with President Xiin October 2024.
He also appreciated China’s
support for the resumption of the

Inflation in Canada Ticks Up to 1.9% in June as Vehicle Prlces Climb

Canada’s inflation rate edged
higher in June, reaching 1.9
percent annually, driven largely
by rising prices for new and
used vehicles, according to
Statistics Canada. This marks
an increase from the 1.7
percent rate recorded in May.
While gasoline prices remained

Union Home Prime Minister Narendra Modi for and lITs, the replacement of colonial-era

initiatives such as the expansion of AIIMS identity,” Shah said. “It has walked the
path of service for decades and will

and symbols with Indian ones, and the continue to do so.”

Rubio Conveys Trump’s Frustration to
Russia in High-Stakes Meeting with Lavrov

(News Agency)- U.S.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
held a tense meeting with
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov in Malaysia on
Thursday, where he delivered
President Donald Trump’s
“disappointment and frustration”
over the lack of progress in
resolving the war in Ukraine. The
face-to-face meeting took place
on the sidelines of the ASEAN
Foreign Ministers’ summit in
Kuala Lumpur, shifting the
spotlight from Asia-Pacific
diplomacy to the intensifying
conflict in Eastern Europe.

AAP and BJP Clash Over Gangster
Allegations After Abohar Murder

would formally urge Mann to bring these individuals under Punjab’s
jurisdiction for prosecution. In response, AAP leaders turned the
blame toward the BJP, with State Finance Minister Harpal Cheema
alleging that the BJP is “protecting” Bishnoi, who has been held in
Gujarat’'s Sabarmati Jail—a state
governed by the BJP for the past three
decades. “It is sad that Bishnoi is

Embrace ‘Dragon-Elephant Tango’

Rubio described the conversation
as “frank,” adding that Russia
presented a “new and different
approach” to peace talks, which he
plans to bring back to Washington
for further review. “We understand
that these things take time, but we
are frustrated that more progress
hasn’t been made,” Rubio said,
calling for greater clarity on
Russia’s position and next steps.
The diplomatic engagement comes
as Trump publicly criticized
Russian President Vladimir Putin
for failing to commit to ceasefire
efforts, stating earlier this week,
“He’s killing too many people.”

Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, a
move widely welcomed in India.
This marks Jaishankar’s first trip
to China since the 2020 border
clash in Galwan Valley that
caused a sharp downturn in
relations. However, since a
disengagement agreement in
October 2024 that resolved
tensions at Demchok and
Depsang, both sides have shown
willingness to reset the
relationship. Jaishankar’s
current visit follows closely on
the heels of Defence Minister

Rajnath Singh'’s participation in an
SCO meeting in Qingdao,
underscoring the momentum for
renewed cooperation. Reflecting on
the 75th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between India and China,
Jaishankar expressed hope that
this dialogue would sustain the
upward trajectory in ties. His visit, seen
aspartof broader efforts to rebuild trust,
reinforces the Modi-Xi consensus to
restore communication channels and
explore areas of mutual benefit across
diplomacy, trade, and regional
security.

(News Agency)- A fresh political storm has erupted in
Punjab following the murder of businessman Sanjay Verma in
Abohar, with the ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) trading sharp accusations over the
involvement of the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang. Verma, co-owner of the ‘New
Wear Well Gents Tailor’ showroom,

was shot dead by three assailants
on July 7 in broad daylight near a
busy commercial area. The Lawrence
claimed
responsibility for the killing, escalating
concerns about gang violence and
triggering intense political sparring.

Union Minister and BJP leader

Bishnoi later

gang

Ravneet Bittu criticized Punjab Chief

Minister Bhagwant Mann for failing to seek custody of Lawrence
Bishnoi and fellow gangster Jaggu Bhagwanpuria, accusing the AAP
government of allowing criminals to operate freely. Bittu said he

relatively stable last month,
the comparison with a sharper
price drop in June 2024
contributed to the overall
inflation rise. Used vehicle
prices saw their first annual
increase in a year and a half,
as tighter inventories pushed
costs higher for consumers.

Canadians also faced steeper
prices for furniture and other
durable goods. However, the
inflation rate for food and
shelter eased slightly,
offering some limited relief
amid broader economic
pressures. Despite the slight
reprieve in housing and

targeting Punjab while being jailed in
Gujarat,” Cheema told reporters. “Why
is he being safeguarded there? Who
took him to Gujarat and why?” Cheema
further accused the BJP of using
gangsters to destabilize opposition-
ruled states, calling it a “dangerous
conspiracy” against India’s federal

system and internal security. As the
war of words intensifies, both parties are using the case to question each
other’s commitment to maintaining law and order, while the broader concem
over rising gang activity in Punjab continues to grow.

grocery costs, the Bank of
Canada’s core inflation
indicators showed no signs of |
slowing. This persistent
underlying inflation could
influence future decisions on
interest rates as the central
bank continues to monitor
economic trends closely.




19

DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #519

FRIDAY, 25 JULY 2025

NATO Chief Warns India, China,
and Brazil Could Face Harsh
Sanctions Over Russia Trade

(News Agency)- NATO
Secretary General Mark Rutte has
issued a strong warning to nations
continuing trade with Russia, singling
out India, China, and Brazil as potential
targets for severe secondary sanctions
if a peace agreement is not reached in
Ukraine within 50 days. Speaking to
reporters after a meeting with U.S.
senators in Washington, Rutte urged
these countries to reconsider their
commercial ties with Moscow in light
of escalating pressure from the West.
The warning comes a day after U.S.
President Donald Trump announced a
fresh military aid package for Ukraine
and threatened to impose sweeping
100 percent tariffs on countries that
continue to purchase Russian exports.
“If you live now in Beijing or in Delhi, or
you are the president of Brazil, you

might want to take a look into this,
because this might hit you very hard,”
Rutte said, calling on these
governments to push Russian
President Vladimir Putin toward serious
peace talks. Rutte encouraged leaders
of the targeted nations to act quickly,
saying, “Please make the phone call
to Vladimir Putin and tell him that he
has to get serious about peace talks,
because otherwise this will slam back
on Brazil, on India and on China in a
massive way. U.S. Senator Thom Tillis
voiced his support for Trump’s
aggressive stance but raised concerns
about the 50-day grace period,
suggesting it could give Russia time
to gain more territory and leverage
before negotiations. He warned that any
territorial gains Russia might secure
during that window should be excluded

from future peace deals.as part of a
broader agreement reached with
Trump, Rutte confirmed that the U.S.
would begin a substantial shipment of
military aid to Ukraine, with European
allies covering much of the cost. The
support package will include not only
air defense systems but also missiles
and ammunition, aimed at
strengthening Ukraine’s position both
defensively and offensively ahead of

Etihad Orders Boeing 787 Fuel Switch
Inspections Following Air India Crash Probe

(News Agency)-Etihad Airways has launched a fleet-
wide inspection of the fuel control switch locking
mechanisms on its Boeing 787 Dreamliners, following early
findings from the crash investigation of Air India Flight 171.
The move comes as part of what the airline describes as

an “abundance of caution” in light of
potential safety concerns. In a safety

directive issued on July 12 and reviewed
by NDTV, Etihad instructed its pilots to
be extra careful when handling fuel
control switches and urged engineers to
inspect all 787s for possible faults in the
locking systems. Specifically, engineers
are to check whether the left and right
fuel control switches can move from
‘RUN’ to ‘CUTOFF’ without lifting the |
locking mechanism. If so, the locking
system is considered faulty and the -
Thrust Control Module (TCM) must bel"-'ll_l;'-*‘a .

replaced. The directive was prompted by e ——

the Aircraft Accident Investigation ;
Bureau’s (AAIB) preliminary report on the
June crash of Air India Flight Al171. That !
report revealed that both fuel control
switches were accidentally flipped to the
‘CUTOFF’ position just seconds after

takeoff, causing a total loss of engine

thrust. Cockpit audio captured one pilot questioning the
other, “Why did you cut off fuel?” The response: “l didn’t.”
Air India CEO Campbell Wilson addressed the report,
stating that there were no mechanical or maintenance
issues found with the aircraft or engines, and that all
required safety checks—including pilot breathalyser

tests—had been completed.

The incident has reignited attention to a 2018 advisory
from the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), which
had warned Boeing 787 operators to examine their fuel
switch locking mechanisms. While the FAA and Boeing
maintain that the design is compliant and does not warrant

a mandatory airworthiness directive, airlines like Etihad
and Singapore Airlines have chosen to act proactively. The
FAA has reiterated its stance, confirming the current
locking system functions as intended, and Boeing has
issued similar guidance to carriers. Nonetheless, Etihad’s
decision to conduct a full inspection reflects growing
industry caution in the wake of the Air India investigation.

,‘M
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peace negotiations. When asked
whether long-range missiles were
included in the aid, Rutte said the full
details were still being coordinated
between the Pentagon, the Supreme
Allied Commander in Europe, and
Ukrainian military leaders. He
emphasized that a range of weapons
systems are under review to support
Ukraine in both defensive and offensive
operations.

Jaishankar Meets Xi
Jinping in First China Visit
Since Galwan Clash

(News Agency)- External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar met with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in Beijing on Tuesday,
marking the first
high-level India- g
China interaction k&
since the 2020
Galwan Valley clash
strained bilateral
ties. Jaishankar, in
China for a two-day
visit to attend the
Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) foreign

. ministers’ conclave, joined counterparts
| from other member nations in a collective
meeting with President Xi. In a post on

social media platform X, Jaishankar
wrote, “Called on President Xi Jinping
this morning in Beijing along with my

. fellow SCO Foreign Ministers. Conveyed

the greetings of President Droupadi

| Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra
. Modi.” He added that he had updated

President Xi on recent developments in
India-China relations and acknowledged the
importance of leadership guidance in
shaping future engagement. This visit
marks Jaishankar’s first trip to China since
the deadly border clash in Galwan Valley
over four years ago, which led to a
significant freeze in diplomatic and
military dialogue between the two nations.

Canada Child Benefit Payments Rise Starting Friday, Offering More Support for Families

Beginning this Friday, eligible
families across Canada will
receive increased monthly
payments through the Canada
Child Benefit (CCB),
according to an update from
the Canada Revenue Agency
(CRA). For the benefit year
spanning July 2025 to June

2026, the maximum annual
payment will rise by $210 to
$7,997 for each child under
the age of six. For children
aged six to 17, the maximum
amount will increase by $178
to $6,748. These figures
apply to families with an
adjusted net income below

$37,487. The CCB provides
tax-free monthly support to
help families with the cost of
raising children. Payments
are recalculated every July
based on a family’s previous
year’s tax return, the number
of eligible children, their
ages, and the family’s

income. The benefit is also
indexed to inflation, which
contributes to these annual
adjustments. Families with
higher income levels will see
a gradual reduction in benefit
amounts. For parents with
shared custody, each will
receive 50% of the payment

they would have gotten with
full custody.Last year’s
maximums were $7,787 for
children under six and $6,570
for those between six and 17.
This latest increase aims to
provide additional relief to
families coping with rising
living costs.
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Air India to Shift Ahmedabad-London Flights
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airline will operate three weekly
flights on this new route through
September 30, replacing the current
five weekly flights between
Ahmedabad and Gatwick. This
adjustment is part of the carrier’s
broader effort to gradually restore
international operations following a
temporary suspension triggered by
the tragic crash of flight Al171 on
June 12. That incident, involving a
Boeing 787 Dreamliner, resulted in
the deaths of 260 people, including
passengers and residents of a

from Gatwick to Heathrow Starting August 1

crash, reducing or suspending several
international routes to conduct safety
inspections of its fleet. As part of the
phased resumption, the airline
confirmed that some frequencies will
return starting August 1, with the goal
of full service restoration by October
1. In a statement, Air India
emphasized that the move to
Heathrow is intended to streamline
operations while still providing
international connectivity from
Ahmedabad during the recovery
period. The airline continues to review

(News Agency)- Air India has confirming that it will shift operations
announced a route change for its from London Gatwick to London
service, Heathrow beginning August 1. The

Ahmedabad-London

medical college hostel the aircraft its flight schedules and is proactively
struck shortly after takeoff. Air India informing affected passengers about
initiated a “Safety Pause” after the rebooking options or refunds.

Stubhanshu Shukia Retums to Eath - Trump Signals India May Face Indonesia-Style

After Historic Space Mission, Set to
Arrive In India on August 17

(News Agency)- Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla has safely returned to Earth after an 18-day
mission aboard the International Space Station (ISS),
making history as the first Indian astronaut to pilot a
private space mission under Axiom Space’s Axiom-4
(Ax-4) program. The SpaceX Dragon capsule, named
Grace, splashed down off the coast of San Diego at
3:01 PMIST on July 15, concluding a landmark journey
in India’s space legacy. The Ax-4 crew included
Commander Peggy Whitson from the U.S., Pilot
Shubhanshu Shukla, and Mission Specialists
Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski and Tibor Kapu. The
capsule undocked from the ISS on July 14 at 4:15
AM and re-entered Earth’s atmosphere nearly 22.5
hours later. Awarm welcome awaited the crew, with
national leaders and global space organizations
celebrating the mission’s success. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hailed Shukla’s journey, calling it an
inspiration for “a billion dreams.” President Droupadi
Murmu also extended her congratulations,
commending his role in elevating India’s global
standing in space exploration. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said Shukla had “lifted India’s
aspirations to new heights.” The astronaut’s family,
emotional and proud, celebrated his return with
prayers, sweets, and a homemade cake. Social media
buzzed with clips showing Shukla being helped out
of the capsule, smiling through exhaustion, and even
reminiscing about his rare microgravity haircut
performed aboard the ISS.

(News Agency)-U.S. President Donald
Trump has indicated that a trade deal with India
is being negotiated along similar lines to the
agreement recently signed with Indonesia, which
grants the U.S. greater access to foreign markets
while imposing significant tariffs on imports.
Speaking to reporters in Washington, Trump
stated that “India basically is working along that
same line,” suggesting that the current trade
talks could result in a one-sided agreement
favoring U.S. exports. The deal with Indonesia
includes a 19 percent tariff on goods entering
the United States, but no duties on American
products exported to Jakarta. Although it remains
unclear whether India is expected to adopt an
identical framework, Trump’s remarks hint at the
potential for similar terms. He has given India
and other nations until August 1 to finalize deals
or face arbitrary tariffs that could reach up to 35
percent. The U.S.-India negotiations are part of
a broader push by the Trump administration to
leverage tariffs as a bargaining tool. Several
countries, including members of the European
Union, have received formal notices warning of
high tariffs if agreements are not reached before
the deadline. For India, agreeing to a deal that
mirrors the Indonesia model may prove

politically and economically difficult, especially
if it means accepting steep export tariffs while
eliminating duties on U.S. goods. Trump also
tied trade negotiations to global geopolitical
concerns, particularly with Russia. He warned
that if President Vladimir Putin does not agree
to a peace deal with Ukraine within 50 days,
countries like India that import Russian energy
could face a 100 percent secondary tariff.
Trump’s aim, he said, is to pressure buyers of
Russian oil and gas to withdraw support and
push Moscow toward a ceasefire. In the U.S.
Senate, Republican leader John Thune is
temporarily withholding a bill proposing a 500
percent tariff on Russian energy importers.
Trump, however, expressed skepticism over the
need for such legislation, claiming he could
impose the tariffs unilaterally. Defending his
aggressive trade strategy, Trump emphasized
that the U.S. previously lacked meaningful
access to markets like Indonesia and India. He
noted that through the use of tariffs, his
administration is now compelling these nations
to open up. He also highlighted Indonesia’s
valuable reserves of copper and rare earth
minerals, which are seen as crucial to U.S.
industrial and technological supply chains.

Small Plane Hijacking Disrupts Vancouver Airport, One Arrested After Safe Landing

A security scare unfolded at
Vancouver International Airport
(YVR) on July 15 after a small
Cessna 172 aircraft was
allegedly hijacked and entered
the airport’s restricted airspace.
Richmond RCMP confirmed that
police responded swiftly to
reports of the unauthorized

aircraft, which had reportedly
been taken from Vancouver
Island. The incident began
around 1:10 p.m. PT when
RCMP received the alert. By
1:45 p.m., the aircraft had
landed safely at YVR, where
police vehicles surrounded the
plane on the tarmac.

Authorities arrested one
individual, the sole occupant of
the aircraft. No injuries were
reported. The airport’s
operations were briefly halted as
Nav Canada issued a temporary
suspension of flights. A total of
nine incoming flights were
diverted, and all departures were

grounded for approximately 39
minutes. Though disruptions
were short-lived, YVR officials
acknowledged the severity of
the situation, calling it a rare
but serious event. Stephen
Smart, head of communications
at YVR, praised the airport’s
rapid response and coordination

with law enforcement. He stated
that although the shutdown was
significant, the outcome could
have been worse had the
response not been timely.
Airport staff regularly rehearse
various emergency scenarios
to remain prepared for such
unpredictable incidents.
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U.S.-Canada Trade Talks Resume as Trump Expands

Demands on Qil, Tariffs, and Social Policy =

Trade negotiations between
Canada and the United States
have resumed amid renewed
threats and an ever-growing list
of demands from U.S. President
Donald Trump. With just weeks
left before a self-imposed
deadline, both sides are
scrambling to reach common
ground, even as Trump raises
new issues ranging from energy
policy to social regulations.
Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney acknowledged this week
that tariffs will likely be part of
any future agreement with the
U.S. “There’s not much evidence

that deals are being made
without them,” Carney said,
anticipating more intense talks
in the coming weeks. Canadian
officials are particularly focused
on reversing Trump’s tariffs on
steel and aluminum exports,
while trying to preserve existing
exemptions under the USMCA
trade agreement. Following a
brief period of progress earlier
this year — which included
Carney dropping Canada’s
digital services tax and pledging
to increase defense spending —
Trump has since escalated
tensions. In a public letter last

week, he threatened 35 percent
tariffs on Canadian goods
starting August 1, citing
everything from Canada’s trade
deficit to dairy regulations and
fentanyl concerns. Unlike
previous threats, this time Trump
provided no clear roadmap for
Canada to avoid the penalties.
According to trade experts,
Trump’s aggressive use of
emergency tariff powers under
the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA)
is under increasing legal scrutiny,
with court hearings set to begin
July 31. The timing of his latest
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ultimatum appears calculated, powers. If that happens, Trump
with some analysts suggesting would be left with less sweeping
it's meant to secure maximum tools like Section 232 tariffs,
concessions before potential which target specific industries
court rulings strip away these rather than entire economies.

U.S. Fighter Jets Dispatched to Vancouver
Airport Amid Alleged Hijacking

U.S. fighter jets were scrambled on Tuesday in
response to an alleged hijacking involving a small aircraft
approaching Vancouver
International Airport, prompting a
swift cross-border security reaction
and temporary airspace shutdown.
According to the North American
Aerospace Defense Command
(Norad), two F-15 Eagle jets were |-
launched from a U.S. base around
1:30 p.m. as a Cessna 172,|
reportedly hijacked from Victoria,
circled near Vancouver with unclear =
intentions. Canadian CF-18 Hornets were also in the
process of mobilizing at the time of the incident. Norad

Senate Passes Trump’s $9B Spending Cut Bil

confirmed the response was stood down after the small
aircraft landed safely at Vancouver International Airport.
“Once it was confirmed that the aircraft
had landed, the Norad response was
then stood down,” said David Lavallee,
spokesperson for Norad’s Canadian
division. including the number of aircraft
involved and their exact locations, were
not disclosed due to security protocols.
The U.S. fighters are believed to have
deployed from Joint Base Lewis-
McChord in Washington state, which
hosts F-15s as part of Norad’s western
air defense sector. Canada’s CF-18s are stationed at CFB
Cold Lake in Alberta and CFB Bagotville in Quebec.

Amid

Backlash Qver Foreign Aid and Public Broadcasting Cuts

In a narrow 51-48 vote, the U.S. Senate has approved Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s request to claw back $9 billion in
previously authorized federal spending, targeting foreign
aid programs and public broadcasting in one of the
administration’s most controversial fiscal moves to date.
The vote, held just after 2 a.m. on Thursday, came follow-
ing hours of Democratic attempts to amend the legisla-
tion, none of which were successful. The measure, which
now heads back to the House for final approval, must be
signed into law by Friday at midnight to take effect. The
sweeping cuts, made under a formal “rescission” request
from the White House, would slash over $8 billion from
foreign aid, including emergency relief, food and water as-
sistance, and democracy-building efforts in developing na-

tions. The proposal also strips nearly $1.1 billion from the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting—effectively cutting its
entire budget for the next two years. While the bill gar-
nered enough Republican support to pass with a simple
majority, several GOP senators voiced concern over the
lack of transparency and potential long-term damage. Sena-
tors Lisa Murkowski of Alaska and Susan Collins of Maine
were particularly alarmed by the impact on public radio
and television in rural areas, citing their critical role in de-
livering emergency alerts.

Despite internal party divisions, Republican leadership
pushed the bill through by carving out one key exemption:
the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief a pro-
gram launched under George W.

Trump Calls Epstein Case “Pretty Boring” as
MAGA Supporters Demand Transparency

Facing rare backlash from his core supporters, former
President Donald Trump attempted to downplay re-
newed controversy surrounding the Jeffrey Epstein in-
vestigation, calling the case “pretty boring stuff” and
expressing limited interest in its details.

Trump’s remarks come as he navigates growing un-
rest within the MAGA movement over suspicions that
his administration is covering up damaging revelations
tied to Epstein’s network. Critics within his own base
allege the Justice Department is protecting powerful
figures, sparking accusations of betrayal from once-
loyal influencers and allies. During a Tuesday press

conference, Trump urged Attorney General Pam Bondi,
who oversees the Justice Department, to release all
“credible” information related to Epstein. “Whatever
she thinks is credible, she should release,” Trump
said. He repeated claims that the Epstein files were
“made up” by previous Democratic administrations,
despite earlier campaign promises to make them pub-
lic.

The rift has deepened since Bondi and the FBI
dismissed long-circulating right-wing theories, includ-
ing the existence of a “client list” and suggestions
that Epstein was murdered in jail.

Ford Government Forced to Release
Withheld Emails on Eglinton LRT and
Ontario Line Delays

After nearly two years of resistance, the Ford
government has been ordered to release a
series of internal emails concerning the delayed
Eglinton Crosstown LRT and construction
updates on the Ontario Line. The messages,
which were initially withheld, contain non-
sensitive scheduling and construction details
that Global News has been attempting to
access since mid-2023 through freedom of
information requests. The dispute centered
around six months of emails exchanged
between former Metrolinx CEO Phil Verster and
Doug Ford’s chief of staff, Patrick Sackville.
The government claimed releasing these
communications could result in economic
harm, discourage open advice from civil
servants, and damage Ontario’s ability to
negotiate future contracts. One of the emails,
a photo of a draft LRT schedule, was at the
heart of the case. Following a lengthy appeal
process, Ontario’s Information and Privacy
Commission ruled in favor of public disclosure,
ordering the release of six out of seven
contested pages. Only one page was deemed
valid for continued exemption. A spokesperson
for the Premier’s office stated that decisions
around freedom of information compliance are
handled by non-political public servants.
Among the released records was a blurry image
of a June 2023 construction schedule for the
Eglinton Crosstown project. The draft listed
September 12, 2023, as a target for “final
occupancy.” However, Metrolinx clarified
this date did not represent the full opening
and that testing outcomes would ultimately
dictate the launch. The line is now expected
to open in September 2025, a full two years
later. The second document was a routine email
from Verster, dated April 21, 2023, warning of
construction complications near Toronto’s
Hudson Bay Store due to unforeseen sidewalk
support structures. He attached photographs
and explained that tunneling operations had
been paused while crews determined a safer
approach.

The government had also tried to block
the release of this message, again citing
potential economic consequences — a claim
the adjudicator dismissed. Critics argue the
protracted delay in releasing the documents
reflects a broader pattern of secrecy within the
provincial government. Duff Conacher of
Democracy Watch and James Turk of the
Centre for Free Expression both described
Ontario’s freedom of information system as
vulnerable to manipulation and delay.
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Elon Musk’s Cosmic Al Vision: Humanity
Must Expand or Algorithms Will Fade

Elon Musk has once again
elevated the debate around
artificial intelligence, framing it
not just as a tool for innovation
or economic gain, but as a
civilization-shaping force with
a cosmic purpose. In a recent
series of comments, the Tesla
and SpaceX CEO proposed that
Al’'s long-term survival will
depend on its ability to
maximize what he poetically
calls “neurotransmitter
tonnage” — a metaphor for the
total amount of
consciousness, meaningful
life, and human flourishing
across the universe. To Musk,

the most advanced Al systems
won’t be those that simply
compute faster or make better
decisions, but those that
actively foster the growth of
sentient life. That means more
humans, more
consciousness, and more
expansion — from Earth to
Mars and beyond. Al, he
suggests, should serve as a
kind of cosmic caretaker,
ensuring that intelligent life
spreads and endures.“Al is a
de facto neurotransmitter
tonnage maximizer,” Musk
said, implying that systems
which align with this goal will

ultimately outcompete those
focused solely on short-term
outputs. This theory
repositions Al not as a set of
tools for corporate
convenience, but as a galactic-
scale force whose value is
measured by how much joy,
thought, and life it sustains.
And Musk’s priorities remain
clear: if Al is to thrive, it
must support human
reproduction, encourage
long-term survival strategies
like space colonization, and
push beyond the financial
incentives of quarterly reports.
This is where his critique of

T
corporate structures enters the
picture. Musk argues that public
companies — bound by the
constant pressure to deliver short-
term returns — are poorly suited
to build the kind of long-term Al

he envisions.
optimization, it is better to be a
private than a public company,”
he said, noting that public firms
are punished for thinking beyond
the current market cycle.

“For long-term

Canada’s Strategic Retreat on Digital Tax Seen
as Tactical Win Amid U.S. Trade Pressure

Canada’s last-minute decision to
drop its digital services tax, just hours
before the first payments were due, has
sparked debate, with critics calling it a
surrender to U.S. pressure. But some
experts see the move as a calculated
play by Prime Minister Mark Carney,
designed to maintain negotiating
leverage during sensitive trade talks with
Washington. Julian Karaguesian, an
economist and former special advisor
to the Ministry of Finance, described
the move as a “mini-win” for Canada.
Speaking to CTV News Channel,
Karaguesian noted that holding the line
on the tax until the eleventh hour gave
the appearance of a meaningful
concession—one that could help
secure better terms in broader trade
discussions. “It was a good strategic,
tactical manoeuvre by the Prime
Minister,” he said. The tax, aimed at

large digital tech firms, was withdrawn
just three days after U.S. President
Donald Trump suspended trade
negotiations over the issue. Carney
called the decision “part of a bigger
negotiation,” signaling that the
government views the digital tax as a
bargaining chip rather than a policy
cornerstone. However, Karaguesian
raised concerns about the broader
implications for Canadian sovereignty.
“What we're seeing from the White
House is they’re telling their allies that
‘you have no sovereignty over your
domestic policy,”” he warned, pointing
to the use of market access as leverage
to shut down domestic measures the
U.S. views as threats to its corporate
interests. Karaguesian also stressed
the importance of reducing Canada’s
economic dependence on the U.S.,
suggesting stronger trade ties with

countries like India, China, and
European nations. Canada, he argued,
should lean into its strengths as a
“natural resource superpower” and
invest in national infrastructure,
particularly in transportation and
telecommunications, to enhance
competitiveness. The economist also
noted that while Ottawa has made
progress on dismantling
interprovincial trade barriers, most of
the action remains symbolic. True
economic gains, he said, will come
only when federal and provincial
leaders align on strategies to build
a “truly internal economy.” The
decision on the digital tax comes
with a looming July 21 deadline to
finalize trade talks between Canada
and the U.S., following a meeting
between Carney and Trump at the G7
summit in Alberta.

IKEA Richmond and Richmond Food Bank partner
to support local families for Back to School

RICHMOND, BC , IKEA
Richmond is teaming up with the
Richmond Food Bank to help create
a better everyday life for children
and youth in the community heading
back to school without proper
essentials, such as lunch bags,
reusable food containers, water
bottles and other beverage
containers. With 18 percent of
Richmond Food Bank clients being
school-aged children, this initiative
aims to ensure every child returns
to school nourished, confident, and
ready to learn. From July 7 to
August 10, 2025, IKEA Richmond
will collect back to school
essentials that help children bring
nutritious lunches and snacks to
school. To amplify community
support, IKEA Richmond will match
the retail value of donated IKEA
“Back to School” essentials up to a
maximum of $5,000 . The rising
cost of living has made it

increasingly difficult for many
families to afford both food and
school supplies. For families relying
on the food bank, the added burden
of back-to-school expenses can be
overwhelming. “At IKEA, our vision
is to create a better everyday life
for the many people,” says Maria
Valley, Communications
Responsible at IKEA Richmond.
“We believe every child deserves the
opportunity to thrive at school, and
that starts with being well-fed and
well-prepared. By working together
with the Richmond Food Bank,
we’'re helping families stretch their

budgets further while supporting
children’s health and education.”

How the community can make
a difference.

Double the impact. For every IKEA
“Back to School” item donated at
IKEA Richmond during the campaign
period, IKEA Richmond will match
with similar products up to a
maximum of $5000 retail value. A list
of suggested products including
lunch bags, reusable food containers,
water bottles, beverage containers
and more can be found by visiting
IKEA.ca/richmondfoodbank Donate
non-IKEA essentials. IKEA Richmond
will support as a drop-off location for
non-perishable food items such as
canned protein (chicken, turkey,
meat, fish, beans and chickpeas),
canned vegetables and fruits, rice
and pasta. Spread the word. Share
the campaign with friends, family, and
local organization to maximize the
community impact.

Alberta Unveils Provincial
Police Force, Names Sat
Parhar as First Chief

Protecting Alberta families
and communities

Alberta’s plan to establish its own
provincial police force took a major
step forward this week, as Premier
Danielle Smith announced both the
official name and the first chief of the
new agency. The service will be called
the Alberta Sheriffs Police Service
and will be led by former Calgary
deputy police chief Sat Parhar.

The new force, to be headquar-
tered in Calgary, is not intended to
fully replace the RCMP. Instead, it
will offer municipalities the option to
contract their policing services lo-
cally, while also supporting RCMP
detachments where gaps exist. At a
press conference, Premier Smith
emphasized that the move is part of
a proactive approach to public safety,
particularly as Ottawa’s RCMP po-
licing contracts are expected to ex-
pire in 2032. “We’'re preparing and
acting instead of waiting and react-
ing,” she said, noting that some mu-
nicipalities have already expressed
interest in joining the new service.
Public Safety Minister Mike Ellis con-
firmed that the Alberta Sheriffs Po-
lice Service will function indepen-
dently under a civilian oversight
board, despite being a Crown corpo-
ration. As of April, the province had
more than 1,200 sheriffs handling du-
ties such as traffic enforcement, in-
mate transport, and organized crime in-
vestigations. The government has yet to
confirm how many current sheriffs will
be reassigned to the new force, but the
agency is expected to absorb many of
their existing responsibilities.
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Canada and India After the G7: Rebuilding
Ties with Realism and Resolve

As the dust settles from the G7

Summit in Kananaskis, attention
is turning to what'’s next for the
often-strained yet increasingly
critical relationship between
Canada and India. While
symbolic progress was made—
most notably the agreement to
reinstate high commissioners
and restore diplomatic staffing—
the path ahead will require more
than photo ops and polite
readouts.

Prime Minister Mark Carney’s
decision to include Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the G7
was more than a diplomatic
courtesy—it was a strategic
necessity. With all G7 members
maintaining robust ties with India,
excluding Modi would have
further isolated Canada at a time
when its relations with both India
and China remain fragile.

Including India also reinforced
Canada’s acknowledgment of
India’s growing influence in global
affairs, particularly amid rising
uncertainty under the Trump
administration in the United
States. India, once cautiously
optimistic about working with a
second Trump term, is now
confronting erratic trade policies,
tariff pressures, and heightened
tensions with Pakistan fueled by
unpredictable U.S. diplomacy.
This shifting landscape makes a
renewed Canada-India
partnership not only possible but
increasingly practical for both
countries.

Two immediate challenges,
however, will test any efforts to
stabilize the relationship. The
first was the recent 40th
anniversary of the Air India Flight
182 bombing—Canada’s

deadliest terrorist attack, carried
out by Khalistani extremists
based in British Columbia. While
the anniversary was marked with
thoughtful reflection, including by
RCMP and CSIS leaders,
political participation was notably
limited in Canada. Ministerial
presence was stronger at the
Irish memorial, where Canada’s
Public Safety Minister joined
counterparts from India and

Ireland. The second test is
ongoing: the legal and political
fallout from the 2023 killing of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Canadian
citizen and Khalistani activist,
which Ottawa has linked to
Indian government agents. As
this case advances through the
courts, the hope is that judicial
findings will provide a more stable
basis for dialogue than past
political accusations. Canada’s

credibility on issues like
transnational repression, raised
in a G7 joint statement, will
depend on action at home—
especially through measures
such as a foreign agent registry.
Such steps would demonstrate
Canada’s seriousness about
defending its sovereignty and
would send a clear message to
any state actor engaging in
interference.

Man in His 20s Fatally Shot Outside

Yorkdale Mall in Targeted Attack

A man in his 20s was shot and killed early
Thursday morning in the parking lot of
Yorkdale Mall, prompting a major police
investigation and raising new concerns about
public safety at one of Toronto’s busiest
shopping destinations.Toronto police
responded to reports of gunfire near Highway
401 and Dufferin Street at approximately 6:15
a.m. Officers arrived to find the victim outside
Entrance 3 of the mall. He was pronounced
dead at the scene. Detective Sajeev Nair
confirmed the shooting appears to be a
targeted incident, though no suspect
description has been released and police say
there is no threat to the wider public.“"We are
going to actively pursue all avenues,” said Nair,
noting that the investigation remains in its
early stages. A witness told 680 NewsRadio
he heard between five to ten gunshots,
describing the scene as similar to a drive-by

shooting. “It's crazy when you’re working and
hear gunshots 15 metres from you,” he said.
Despite the deadly incident, Yorkdale Mall
has remained open to the public. A statement
from mall officials emphasized their
commitment to safety and noted that the
incident occurred before the mall’s operating
hours. “Yorkdale’s enhanced security and
surveillance systems operate 24/7,” the
statement read. “The safety of our guests and
employees is our highest priority.” A section
of the northeast parking lot remains closed
while police continue their investigation. The
shooting marks Toronto’s 21st homicide of the
year. Authorities are appealing to anyone with
information or surveillance footage from the area
to come forward.Some shoppers voiced concern
in the aftermath, with one man stating, “People
come here to shop and expect a safe environment.
| don’t know what to say.”
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