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Happy

Canada Day

FROM YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL MPs

DEPUTEE / MP
Dorval — Lachine — LaSalle

Anju.Dhillon@parl.gc.ca
(514) 639-4497

|

-
FAYCAL EL-KHOURY

DEPUTE / MP
Laval—Les Iles

Faycal.El-Khoury@parlgc.ca Steven.Guilbeault@parlgc.ca  AnthonyHousefather@parlge.ca

(450) 689-4594

&
afge

NATILIEN JOSEPH

DEPUTE / MP
Longueuit-Saint-Hubert
Natilien.Joseph@parl.gc.ca

(450) 928-4778

HON. STEVEN GUILBEAULT

DEPUTE / MP
Laurier — Sainte-Marie

(514) 522-1339

VANNIE KOUTRAKIS
DEPUTEE / MP
Vimy
Annie Koutrakis@parl.gc.ca
(450) 973-5660

ANTHUNY HOUSEFATHER

DEPUTE / MP
Mont-Royal / Mount Royal

4K, MELANIE JoLY

DEPUTEE / MP

Ahuntsic-Cartierville
Melanie Joly@parl.gc.ca

(514) 283-0171 (514) 383-3709

EMMANUELLA LAMBROPOULOS

DEPUTEE / MP
Saint-Laurent
Emmanuella.L.ambropoulos@parl.gc.ca

(514) 335-6655

MARIE-GABRIELLE MENARD

DEPUTEE / MP
Hochelaga—Rosemont-Est
Marie.Gabrielle.Menard @parl.gc.ca

(514) 201-8608

-

BIENVENU-OLIVIER NTUMBA

DEPUTE / MP
Mont-Saint-Bruno—L'Acadie
Bienvenu-Olivier Ntumba@parl.gc.ca

(450) 922-7900

CARLOS LEITAO
DEPUTE / MP
Marc-Aurele-Fortin
Carlos.Leitao@parl.gc.ca
(450) 622-8858

| N\
PATRICIA LATTANZIO

DEPUTEE / MP
Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel
Patricia Lattanzio@parl.gc.ca

(514) 256-4548

-

.
-
ety

ABDELHAQ SARI

DEPUTE / MP
Bourassa
Abdelhaq.Sari@parlge.ca

(514) 323-0980

E
*

{
ERIC ST-PIERRE
DEPUTE / MP

Honoré-Mercier
Eric.St-Pierre@parlgc.ca

(514) 353-5882

SAMEER ZUBERI

DEPUTE / MP
Pierrefonds —Dollard
Sameer.Zuberi@parl.gc.ca

(514) 624-5725
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Pro-Active Dragage

—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS

NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

DANAPTY

Ve channels, Funjablall indian, Faxistani,Logiisi a

World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO, Sports,

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

e All Over |ThHe

Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A UArdt festnis srete des 3 femer

IAT UTIASTS 9% © 5% 3% ToT 39 ©
AUGCH 968, HE U8, MTElS, dcelban,
fsrar W3 WS 2 958" T & WMEE HIE Ade d

Instagram:|AMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Ameliorez votre beauté
g3fSar, 2afiar, S, Hetfala, JEtfala, Ine Aot

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair: Styling

Bridal and

Party;Makeup)

Other| female
beautifying Services

831 I=g3t B3uTet &% HMS HA™H

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

= a i
dd <l £td

MA=36055444

(e
Hdl<H

More services soon

7 4SIEotehVe rtul@uests
StHIEaune n SEA4TES 18NS,
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With a new leader, India and Canada can repair their relationship
despite Trudeau's damaged relations and Khalistan issues!

On Monday, June 16, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi arrived
in Canada to participate in the
G7 Summit in Alberta. This visit
is an important rematch, occur-
ring more than ten years after

his previous trip to Canada in |

April 2015, which was at the in-
vitation of then-Prime Minister
Stephen Harper. Significant
transformations have unfolded
since Harper's electoral loss in
October 2015, marked by Jus-
tin Trudeau's rise to power.
The increasing political influ-
ence of Khalistani narratives in
Canada has been notable,
alongside Trudeau's ill-fated trip
to India in 2018 and the ensu-
ing efforts to depict India nega-
tively. This trajectory reached a
peak with the public claim that
"agents of the Indian govern-
ment" were involved in the June
2023 assassination  of
Khalistani activist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar.

The accusation resulted in the
removal of high commissioners,
the halting of visa services, and
a significant freeze in diplomatic
relations between the two na-
tions. The invitation to the G7
serves as a strategic move to
repair relationships and initiate
a subtle reestablishment of con-
nections at the highest ech-
elons, all while avoiding the vis-
ibility and political hazards as-
sociated with a separate bilat-
eral meeting.

Trudeau faces scrutiny not only
for the allegations surrounding
Nijjar but also for his ongoing
involvement in Indian domestic
affairs, including his backing of
the farmers' protests. Trudeau's
choice to exit the political arena
has successfully eliminated a
longstanding source of annoy-
ance and the emblematic figure
representing the pro-Khalistan
stance within Canadian gover-
nance.

The Canadian political land-
scape was significantly dis-
rupted by Trump's threats of tar-
iffs, his renegotiation of trade
deals, and his open thoughts
about incorporating Canada as
America's "51st state". The out-
come: a clear triumph for Mark
Carney, the former governor of
both the Bank of Canada and
the Bank of England, who as-
cended to the role of prime min-
ister with a substantial pres-
ence in Parliament. His primary
opponent, Conservative leader
Pierre Poilievre, was perceived
as being overly aligned with
Trump's ideology. In the mean-
time, Jagmeet Singh, the leader
of the NDP, which ranks as the
third largest party, and a promi-
nent advocate for Khalistani
causes, faced a significant set-
back, further reducing a source
of tension in the relationship
between India and Canada.
This underscores the compel-
ling strategic rationale for
Canada to fortify its ties with
India. India, characterized by its
vast and expanding consumer
market, a burgeoning middle

i

class, and a strong demand for
energy, technology, and infra-
structure investment, presents
a clear counterbalance.

Also, Canadian pension funds
have allocated over $75 billion
in India, showcasing a strong
belief in the nation's enduring
economic potential and acting
as a reliable stabilizer for the
partnership amid diplomatic ten-
sions.

Indeed, the Khalistani issue re-
mains a significant and unavoid-
able topic of discussion. With
21 MPs in a house of 343,
Canada’s Indian diaspora, com-
prising 2.8 million individuals, is
politically engaged and predomi-
nantly law-abiding. However, a
small group of Khalistani sym-
pathizers has managed to domi-
nate the narrative, beginning
with the tragic bombing of Air
India's Kanishka Flight 182 in
June 1985, which resulted in
329 fatalities and stands as the
deadliest terrorist attack in Ca-
nadian history.

India has consistently main-
tained that Canada fails to ad-
equately address its legitimate
security concerns, particularly
in cases where Indian diplomats
experience targeting or intimi-
dation disguised as protected
speech.

Canada considers the murder of
a Canadian citizen within its
borders to be a serious violation
of its sovereignty. India has
firmly rejected any allegations,
labelling them as "absurd and
driven by ulterior motives." As
four Indian nationals face trial for
the murder of Nijjar, New Delhi
is ready to allow the Canadian
legal proceedings to unfold as
intended. The ongoing dialogue
regarding law enforcement and
security provides a structured
platform to tackle these issues
through recognized avenues.
That is why Prime Minister
Mark Carney engaged with the
leader of the world's largest de-
mocracy without hesitation.
The result—PM Mark Carney
had ample grounds to take pride
in the achievements of the Ca-
nadian presidency. "In
Kananaskis, Canada's leader-
ship demonstrated our commit-
ment to forging new interna-
tional partnerships, strengthen-

ing alliances, and guiding mem-
ber nations into a transforma-
tive era of global collaboration.”
Canada possesses the essen-
tial resources that are in high
demand globally, along with the
admirable values that many
strive to emulate. "Canada is
addressing this moment with
intention and resilience," stated
Mark Carney. Following the ad-
dress by the Canadian Prime
Minister regarding his G7 presi-
dency, Mark Carney and
Narendra Modi engaged in a pri-
vate meeting.

Certain Khalistani extremists
are expressing discontent over
Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney's invitation to Indian
Prime Minister Narinder Modi for
the G7 summit.

During the G7, India and
Canada are reestablishing their
diplomatic ties. Indian PM Modi
engaged in a highly productive
discussion with Prime Minister
Mark Carney. He and the Cana-
dian government received praise
for their effective organization of
the G7 Summit. India and
Canada share a robust commit-
ment to democratic values, in-
dividual freedoms, and the prin-
ciples of the rule of law. PM
Carney and | eagerly anticipate
collaborating to enhance the
momentum of the India-Canada
partnership. Fields such as
trade, energy, space, clean en-
ergy, critical minerals, fertiliz-
ers, and others present signifi-
cant opportunities in this con-
text.

The question is, are Khalistani
extremists cognizant of the sig-
nificant effects that globaliza-
tion exerts on economies,
societies, cultures, and the
complex systems of trade,
communication, immigration,
and transportation worldwide?
It is crucial for these
Khalistan groups to recog-
nize that the global economy
is influenced by a diverse ar-
ray of factors, rather than
being controlled by a small
number of community fac-
tions. It functions through the
collaboration of multiple na-
tions, serving as a pivotal
economic hub.

Actually, the relationship be-
tween India and Canada has

faced significant strain, particu-
larly following events in Sep-
tember 2023, when Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
accused Indian government
agents of being involved in the
assassination of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, a Canadian citizen and
Sikh separatist leader. This sce-
nario has led to a significant dip-
lomatic impasse, marked by the
removal of diplomats and a sus-
pension of trade discussions.
While both parties have ex-
pressed a readiness to revital-
ize their relationship, deeply
rooted challenges, particularly
concerning the Khalistan move-
ment and perceived external in-
terference, continue to pose
substantial barriers.

The Indian Modi government has
been blaming the Canadian
Trudeau government for giving
space to extremist and anti-In-
dia elements for years. Because
of that, the dynamics between
Canada and India have notably
deteriorated, particularly con-
cerning matters of Khalistan
advocacy and associated secu-
rity issues. Finally, recent de-
velopments indicate that Cana-
dian security agencies have of-
ficially recognized the threats
posed by specific factions
within the Khalistan movement,
representing a notable change
in Canada'’s stance on these ac-
tivities.

Following a 15-year period
during which former Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau denied
the issue, the Canadian Se-
curity Intelligence Service
(CSIS) has now officially
documented concerns regard-
ing Khalistan activities in its
reports. The 2024 annual re-
port from CSIS highlights that
individuals with Khalistani ex-
tremist views are actively
functioning in Canada, engag-
ing in fundraising, disseminat-
ing propaganda, and
strategizing violent actions,
primarily aimed at India.

The report marks the initial oc-
casion on which Canada’s in-
telligence agency has formally
recognized these activities as
a matter of security concern.
Thatis an issue that the former
prime minister did not recog-

nize. He views it as an expres-
sion of free speech.

The acknowledgment from CSIS
presents a major obstacle to
Khalistani groups functioning
within Canada. The formal docu-
mentation of activities by the
intelligence agency as a na-
tional security threat carries
serious consequences for vari-
ous reasons:

Firstly, there appears to be a
significant change in the ap-
proach taken by Canadian au-
thorities regarding the evaluation
of these Khalistani activities.
This could result in heightened
monitoring, inquiries, and pos-
sible legal measures against
organizations considered a
threat.

Furthermore, the official docu-
mentation establishes a struc-
tured approach for improved
collaboration between security
agencies in Canada and India.
This could limit the operational
flexibility that certain groups
have historically experienced
within Canada.

Also, the official recognition by
CSIS carries substantial conse-
quences for the diplomatic ties
between Canada and India. The
documentation offers authorita-
tive confirmation of longstanding
Indian security concerns that
have been highlighted over the
years. This advancement may
significantly shape upcoming
diplomatic interactions and col-
laborative agreements between
the two countries.
Nonetheless, the circum-
stances are intricate, as certain
Canadians have also recognized
threats posed to Canadian resi-
dents by individuals from India.
Ultimately, the CSIS assess-
ment signifies a transition from
Canada's earlier, more lenient
position to a heightened empha-
sis on security measures.
Nonetheless, the effects are
expected to differ based on
whether their actions are clas-
sified as protected political ex-
pression or if they venture into
activities considered threaten-
ing by security agencies.

As we progress, this develop-
ment could shape the opera-
tional dynamics of the Khalistan
movement in Canada, likely ne-
cessitating a more defined sepa-
ration between non-violent po-
litical engagement and actions
deemed extremist or threaten-
ing by security agencies.

With time and a new leader, “Of
course, domestic politics will
continue to shape Mark
Carney’s policies, but | think
when there is a change of gov-
ernment or leadership, there is
always an opportunity for a fresh
start.”

“That is also likely to happen
between India and Canada and
both countries will likely move
to normalize the relationship.”
Despite Trudeau's constant
damage to bilateral relations, |
think there is an opportunity
now to reset the relationship and
rebalance it.
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Modi's G7 Invite Isn't An Olive Branch,
It's The West’s White Flag Of Necessity

Let’'s be brutally honest. century
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s represents the West’s
presence at the G7 summit in reluctant but necessary
Canada is a sign of how India capitulation to a new global
has become impossible to hierarchy. In a world ablaze—
ignore. Beyond just being a with a grinding war of attrition
sign of a diplomatic thaw, in Eastern Europe, an
Canadian Prime Minister Mark escalating inferno in West Asia,
Carney’s invitation to PM Modi and the shadow of China’s
symbolises the criticality of ambitions looming over the
India to the Western world. Indo-Pacific—the leaders of the
After all, India is now the G7 have been forced to
world’s fourth largest-economy. confront an inconvenient truth:
Therefore, to not have India at moral outrage is a luxury they
the G7 table would be pure can no longer afford. The
diplomatic myopia. Whether principles they preach on sunlit
it's global supply chain stages have been quietly
resilience, climate finance, or shelved in the cold, hard
counterbalancing China’s calculus of survival. The
influence, India’s role is no unstated reality, the one
longer peripheral. It is, in fact, whispered in the corridors of
pivotal. For Canada, despite power from Washington to
months of frosty ties following Brussels, is that India has
the Nijjar controversy, the become too big to fail, too
invitation is a pragmatic powerful to ignore, and too
recalibration. For the rest of the strategically vital to alienate. It
G7, it is an acknowledgment is the indispensable
that global governance without counterweight, the emerging
India is no longer viable. PM economic engine, and the
Modi’s presence in Canada is demographic behemoth whose
less about optics and more trajectory will define this
about bare necessity. century. The West doesn’t have

So, how should one interpret to like it. They just have to
PM Modi’s participation at the accept it. And Canada’s
G7 summit in Canada? Many acquiescence is the ultimate
would call it an olive branch proof. Trudeau’s government
from Canada, a nation that chose drama over realpolitik.
several months ago stood There are early signs that his
before the world and accused successor, Prime Minister
India of orchestrating a political Mark Carney is much more
assassination on its sovereign pragmatic. After all, the choice
soil. But is that really the for him was simple: Modi’s
case? That the Canadian presence at the G7 summit
government would agree to could be the first step to
share a forum with a leader it normalising relations with the
has publicly implicated is the world’s fourth-largest
entire story. It is a stark and economy. Alternatively, not
deeply revealing lesson in 21st- having him at the G7 summit

realpolitik. It

would be an act of geopolitical
self-immolation. Canada chose
survival. Strategic compulsion
has officially trumped bilateral
fury. You do not have to read
between the lines to
understand the transactional
nature of this decision. You just
have to listen. Canadian
opposition leader Pierre
Poilievre cut through the
diplomatic fog with the clarity
of a CEO discussing a balance
sheet. “India has been at the
last six G7 conferences," he
stated, matter-of-factly. “It's
one of the biggest and fastest-
growing economies in the
world. We need to sell our
natural gas, our civilian nuclear
power technology and other
resource projects to India. And
we need to work with India and
other countries on trade and
security." There it is. Stripped
bare of all pretense. No lofty
rhetoric about shared values.
No platitudes about the bonds
of democracy. Just a raw,
unvarnished calculation of
need: gas, nuclear tech,
resources, trade and security.
Poilievre’s statement was not
a political gaffe; it was the
accidental articulation of the
West's private consensus. He
simply said the quiet part out
loud, revealing the
uncomfortable truth that while
principles are admirable,
prosperity and national security
are non-negotiable. This is not
merely a Canadian story of
swallowing its pride.

It is a collective
Western pivot, orchestrated by
the bloc’s most powerful
players.

It is learnt that the
G7’s heavyweights impressed
upon Ottawa the need to set
aside its grievances for the
sake of greater strategic good.
Why? Because in the grand
chess match against an
increasingly assertive China,
India is no longer a pawn. Itis
the queen. Every facet of the
West’s long-term strategy in
Asia hinges on a cooperative,
powerful, and economically
integrated India. The entire
concept of a “Free and Open
Indo-Pacific" is a hollow slogan
without New Delhi’s active
participation. The Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue, or Quad—a
cornerstone of American,
Japanese, and Australian
strategy—is toothless without
the Indian military’s heft in the
Indian Ocean. More pressingly,
the global push to “de-risk" and
diversify supply chains away
from Chinese manufacturing
dominance leads directly to
India’s doorstep. No other
nation on earth possesses the
demographic scale, the low-
cost labour potential, and the
burgeoning technological
sector to serve as a credible,
continent-sized alternative to
China.

To sideline India over
a yet-to-be-proven accusation
could cripple the West’s most
important economic and
geopolitical project of the 21st
century. or Canada, the
calculus is even more
desperate. The simmering
tensions with India are
happening against the
backdrop of a far greater
existential threat: an

increasingly unstable and
unpredictable relationship with
its southern neighbour. With
Donald Trump in-charge of the
White House, Canada is
scrambling for new friends and
alternative markets. The very
real threat of American
protectionism makes a
burgeoning trade relationship
with the world’s fourth-largest
and fastest-growing major
economy not just an
opportunity, but a strategic
imperative. Ottawa cannot
afford to be locked in a
permanent standoff with India
while its economic lifeline to
the United States frays. So,
when Prime Minister Modi
takes his seat at the G7 table
in Canada, do not mistake the
polite handshakes and forced
smiles for friendship or
forgiveness. See them for what
they are: the grim
acknowledgments of a new
reality. The West is not
embracing Modi’s government;
it is clinging to the strategic
necessity of India. This is the
world we live in now. A world
where strategic imperatives
silence moral condemnation,
and where economic survival
forces erstwhile antagonists
into the same room. The old
order, where the G7 could
comfortably sit atop the global
hierarchy and dictate terms, is
fading. In its place is a
multipolar world, messier and
more transactional, where
influence must be courted, not
commanded. Welcome to the
new global order, where power,
not principle, gets you a seat
at the table.

Air India Plane Crash: Is Boeing The New Union Carbide?

Sweeping questions are only
appropriate when the risk of
sounding prejudiced is negated by
hard facts. Therefore, this essay will
hope to adduce fact-driven evidence
to justify the poser: Is Boeing the
New Union carbide? By way of
explanation, the question is
prompted by some stark similarities
between the tragic events in Bhopal
in 1984 and the stomach-churning
crash of a Boeing 787 Dreamliner in
Ahmedabad. In both cases, the
story didn’t just remain focussed on
technical failures but also brought
renewed focus upon a culture of
corporate impunity built on a sense
of condescension for the law. This
haughty disregard among the top
brass at Union Carbide, the villain
of Bhopal, and the Boeing
corporation, the impugned in
Ahmedabad, for regulations, was
derived from the confidence that
they were too big to be answerable
to the law. For those that may not
be aware. In 1984, U.S. chemical

manufacturing behemoth Union
Carbide’s negligence led to the
Bhopal gas tragedy. Thousands were
left dead, and many more were
maimed for life. Safety systems had
failed, warnings were ignored, and
the Indian government struck a weak
settlement that let the corporation
walk away largely unscathed. Such
was the glaring nature of the
abdication that in the end it was left
to the good offices of the Indian
Supreme Court to ensure a modicum
of justice. As numerous stunning
works of investigative reporting have
shown Union Carbide’s playbook
was clear: deny, delay, deflect and
for good measure also deploy
political influence to dilute
accountability. Today, Boeing stands
accused of relying on eerily similar
tactics. Repeated whistleblower
warnings about faulty production
practices in the construction of
civilian aircraft were either silenced
or buried. The narrative is being
mysteriously twisted to place blame

on the doorstep of the pilots. Worse,
regulatory bodies like the FAA, and
by extension others like India’s
DGCA, have allowed Boeing to get
away with self-certifying key aircraft
systems. This dangerous leniency
as investigations have shown
contributed to the 737 MAX
disasters. And who’s to say now
possibly even the Dreamliner crash
as well? Whistleblowers like Ed
Pierson, Sam Salehpour and the
late John Barnett were sidelined or
worse. The media in the U.S., too
often treats Boeing’s failures as
unfortunate glitches rather than
systemic breakdowns. This has
been well documented by the
Columbia Journalism Review, 2021
in the study “How the Press Missed
the Boeing Story". This is not to say
that the Modi-led NDA or the Indian
media is about to compromise the
interests of the victims by not
seeking justice. This is only to point
out that the Indian government and
its ideological cohorts in the media,

perhaps in their zeal to push the
pedal on modernisation and
economic activity, have forgotten that
the people are not just passengers
in the development journey but also
stakeholders.
What Boeing Said On Air
India Flight Crash

US planemaker Boeing has said
it was ready to support Air India
following the crash. “We are in
contact with Air India regarding
Flight 171 and stand ready to support

, them," said a Boeing statement. “Our

thoughts are with the passengers,
crew, first responders and all
affected.” Boeing President and CEO
Kelly Ortberg had said, “Our deepest
condolences go out to the loved ones
of the passengers and crew on board
Air India Flight 171, as well as everyone
affected in Ahmedabad. | have spoken
with Air India Chairman N.
Chandrasekaran to offer our full support,
and a Boeing team stands ready to
support the investigation led by India’s
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau."
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Go viral for racist behavior, receive $750,000: inside
the new extremist crowdfunding campaigns

Shiloh Hendrix, a white
woman based in Rochester,
Minnesota, went viral after
admitting in a video that she
called a 5-year-old Black child
the N-word while at a local
park on 28 April. Though
Hendrix was met with
widespread condemnation and
denouncement after the
incident, she also raised over
$750,000 on the crowdfunding
website GiveSendGo,
commonly used by extremists
to fundraise for far-right
causes. Many contributors to
Hendrix’s campaign, which
was created to “protect
[Hendrix’s] family” after
backlash, used racial slurs
and Nazi symbols in their
donation names. As of 1 June,
over 30,000 people had
donated to Hendrix’s
fundraiser. The support and
funding Hendrix received for
her racist actions raised alarm
bells for many, including the
Anti-Defamation League
(ADL), which flagged the
fundraiser as being used to
“spread hateful talking points
and legitimize their ideas”.
Experts say the response to
her campaign signals the rise
of more overt, public support

for racist actions, versus their
condemnation. Hendrix isn’t
the first white person to
become infamous for racist
behavior and receive financial
support from members of the
public. Alegal defense fund for
Daniel Penny, a white veteran
who killed Jordan Neely, a
Black unhoused man, on a
New York City subway in 2023,
raised over $3.3m on
GiveSendGo. The fund was
created by Penny’s defense
lawyers. A similar campaign
was started for Kyle
Rittenhouse, who shot and
killed two protesters in
Kenosha, Wisconsin, during a
2020 demonstration against
the police shooting of Jacob
Blake, a Black man. That
crowdfunding drive was started
by Friends of Kyle
Rittenhouse, a group based in
Atlanta, Georgia, and raised
more than $585,000. Several
fundraisers for participants of
the 2021 capital insurrection
are currently hosted on the
website. But experts say that
the grassroots nature of
Hendrix’s fundraiser is
concerning. Compared to the
success of fundraisers like
Rittenhouse or Penny that
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were largely driven by media
attention and conservative
politicians, Hendrix’s
campaign is in support of her
usage of a racial slur and was
spread by white supremacist
circles. “This particular case
stands out because of the
horrifying, vile slur that is
being defended,” said Brian
Levin, the founding director of
the Center for the Study of
Hate and Extremism at
California State University,
San Bernardino. He added:
“It’s illustrative of something
that we’'ve seen with regard to
online organizing with respect
to ‘dyed-in-the-wool’ racists,
as opposed to just more
controversial political
expression.” Organizations
and individuals explicitly
supporting white supremacy,
anti-LGBTQ+, and QAnon
conspiracies raised over $6m
on fundraising sites, including
GiveSendGo, between 2016
and 2022, according to a
report from the Anti-
Defamation League’s Center
on Extremism. GiveSendGo
hosted the majority of

fundraisers, about 86.5% of
the money tracked by the
ADL. Other experts say that

the Hendrix campaign
demonstrates a shift in public
opinion following Donald
Trump’s latest electoral victory,
one where bigoted acts receive
more open, tangible support
than ever before. “There’s
evidence that in the last few
years, we’ve really seen a
normalization of explicitly
racialized politics,” said
Jennifer Chudy, an assistant
professor of political science at
Wesleyan University. “l think
the person in the White House
has emboldened people who
may have felt silently
sympathetic in the past
towards this white woman, to
now be more open about it, to
not have any kind of sense of
embarrassment or shame
[since] this is a position that
many in our upper echelons of
power endorse and profess.” In
many ways, the success of
Hendrix’s crowdfunding
campaign represents an
“anomaly”, said Mark Dwyer,
an extremism funding
investigator with the Anti-
Defamation League’s Center on
Extremism. For one, a small
group of users on X, known for
spreading racist rhetoric
online, claimed that they
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created the fundraiser on
GiveSendGo and then reached
out to Hendrix, offering her
support, said Dwyer. What’s
more, Hendrix’s crowdfunding
came after a viral fundraising
campaign for Karmelo Anthony
on the same platform.
Anthony, a Black teenager
from Frisco, Texas, allegedly
stabbed and killed Austin
Metcalf, a white teenager from
a rival school, during a track
meet. White supremacists
encouraged people to donate
to Hendrix’s fund as a rebuttal
to money raised for Anthony’s
legal defense fund, which
Dwyer said likely boosted the
campaign’s success.
Hendrix’s video also served
as a form of recruitment and
camaraderie for folks who
may have bigoted views but
are not white supremacists.
“[Hendrix’s video] got in front
of millions and millions and
millions of eyes. It drove
donors that might not
necessarily be the hardcore
white supremacist, but in
their eyes, they don’t see
what she did as a problem,”
said Dwyer. He added:
“People are voting on their
views with their dollar.




17

DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #517

FRIDAY, 27 JUNE 2025

The racial violence in Ballymena repeats a pattern that’s

blighted Britain for years.

In early June, the violence began.
Rumours of a foreigner assaulting a local
woman resulted in groups roaming through
a small British town, breaking windows of
homes belonging to “outsiders”. Afew days
later, the police attempted to stop mobs
from reaching another nearby multiracial
area. Eventually they broke through,
ransacking shops and burning down a
house, while local media reported that the
violence had developed into “something
like a fever”. Sound familiar? This isn’t
Ballymena, the County Antrim town in
Northern Ireland that has seen several
nights of unrest in which immigrant homes
were attacked after reports of an alleged
sexual assault on a local girl by two
teenagers, who had a Romanian interpreter
read them the charges. These incidents
actually took place more than a century
ago, during the summer of 1919, as racial
violence spread throughout south Wales,
eventually reaching Cardiff and the diverse
district of Tiger Bay.Back then, a number
of things were blamed for the violence,
among them a lack of jobs and housing
for returning white servicemen, many of
whom were disgusted by the relationships
between local women and black men who
had served in the merchant navy and made
Wales their home during the first world
war. The media also played their part. The
South Wales Daily News claimed that it
had never seen “so black a blot on an
otherwise fair and thriving town”, before
suggesting a fire like the Great Fire of
London “would be a godsend” that could

cleanse Tiger Bay (now known as
Butetown). In Ballymena, the spark was
the alleged attempted rape, coupled with
the recent influx of immigrants who rioters
said have “invaded”, “‘infested” and “ruined”
their community. In the 2001 census, just
14,300 people, or 0.8% of the overall
population of Northern Ireland, belonged
to a minority ethnic group. By 2021, it was
65,600 people, or 3.4%. Still small
numbers compared with England (18%),
or Scotland (11%), but each of those
countries saw a similar outburst of racial
violence when immigration was at a
comparable level. England also withessed
riots in 1919. There was violence in North
Shields and Liverpool, where a sailor
called Charles Wooten drowned after being
chased by a mob. Liverpool again saw
Ballymena-esque scenesin 1948 when a
seamen’s hostel was assaulted and in
1972 when a racially mixed housing estate
was attacked by skinheads. (Housing is
still a flashpoint; last year, at least eight
African families — half of them including
nurses — were forced to flee an estate in
Antrim town.) In between those incidents
in Liverpool there were the race riots in
Nottingham and Notting Hill in London in
1958, followed by the racist murder of Kelso
Cochrane in the capital by teddy boys a
year later. Throughout the 1970s, the rise
of the far-right National Front, which had
12,000 members at its peak, created a
dangerous environment in England: the
historian Peter Fryer estimated that
between 1976 and 1981, 31 people had
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been murdered by racists in Southall, Brick
Lane (both in London), Swindon,
Manchester and Leeds. Politicians also
inflamed the issue: in 1978, in an attempt
to outflank the NF, Margaret Thatcher
claimed in an interview that “People are
really rather afraid that this country might
be swamped by people with a different
culture.” There’s a much more recent
history of violence in England too: last
summer, mobs attacked mosques, hotels
housing migrants and the homes of
“foreigners” in Hull, Hartlepool, Manchester
and Liverpool after the murder of three
children in Southport. Scotland also had
its, albeit delayed, racial reckoning.
Although Glasgow saw race riots in 1919,
it wasn’tuntil 1989 and the murder of Somali
student Axmed Sheekh that a group of
activists and Black Scots forced a
conversation about racism north of the
border, which until then had been presented
as an “English disease”. Anti-racist activists
were told that there wasn’t a problem
because there simply weren’'t any black or
brown people in Scotland. In 1991, ethnic
minorities accounted for 1% of the
population, but a Runnymede Trust report
showed that there had been a huge spike
in racist assaults north of the border as
these tiny communities became more
visible. There’s an established pattern that
Ballymena is a part of: an influx of
immigrants, hostility to their presence, a
denial that there is a problem with
xenophobia, then a spark followed by
indiscriminate violence. But many people

in Britain can’t see this pattern —or choose
not to. The years 1981, 2001 and 2011
linger in the memory and are what many
people think of when they hear the phrase
“race riot” in a British context. Each one of
those years saw unrest in black and brown
communities triggered by policing (1981),
far-right activity (2001) and the killing of Mark
Duggan (2011), followed by hand-wringing
and commentators wondering where Britain
went wrong on race. The events of 1919,
1948 and 1972 dissolve quickly into the
forgotten past, footnotes at best; they are
certainly not woven into the national story
of racial violence. These incidents — of white
violence — are presented in isolation. In
Ballymena, it's impossible to understand
what’s happening without engaging with the
recent history of Northern Ireland. The fact
that most of the people attacking immigrants
and the police were Protestants whose own
families emigrated to Ireland generations
before places the violence not just in the
context of the Troubles, but also British
colonialism. But they’re also part of a
continuum, one that links different eras and
parts of the United Kingdom. This history of
violence is part of an established pattern that
isn'tinevitable but instead manufactured by
a combination of political failings, distorted
media coverage and opportunism by the far
right. It is this context that made Keir
Starmer’s “island of strangers” speech so
offensive. That language isn’t benign; it helps
set the stage for another inevitable spate of
attacks. Less than a month after the speech,
Ballymena exploded.
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Inside China's 'Low-Cost’' Arms Exports,
Serving

During Operation Sindoor,
the Pakistani armed forces
displayed their ‘Made in China'
export-variant arsenal. This
included the use of the HQ-9P
and HQ-16 surface-to-air
missiles, the PL-15E air-to-air
missile, the JL-10CE fighter, and
the co-produced JF-17 ‘Thunder'
Block Ill jet. Pakistan is China's
biggest client, accounting for
63% of China's total arms export
basket between 2020 and 2024.
From a Pakistani perspective,
China accounts for 81% of its
defence imports. to Pakistan
are one part of a complex
military production, export, and
diplomacy ecosystem that
Beijing has built. Over the years,
China has focused on becoming
self-reliant in the defence
manufacturing domain. This
process has included making
export variants of major
weapons. That said, there are
challenges that China faces in
its defence export agenda.
These include political issues
and quality-related concerns that
make Beijing the lesser-
preferred option over the world's
top three defence exporters: the
US, Russia, and France.
Nonetheless, China's defence
export market is expanding. And
this has significant implications
for India.

Growing Military-
Industrial Complex

China's military-industrial
complex comprises a few, large
corporations that focus on
innovation and self-reliance.
These primarily include the
China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corporation
(CASC), China Aerospace
Science  and Industry
Corporation (CASIC), Aviation
Industry Corporation of China
(AVIC), China State Shipbuilding
Corporation (CSSC), China

and Indian Ocean Region (IOR),

Everyone From Pak To West Africa

Electronics Technology Group
Corporation (CETC), and China
North Industries Group
Corporation (NORINCO). They
are all State-Owned Defence
Enterprises, largely under the
administrative control of the
State-owned Assets
Supervision and Administration
Commission (SASAC) of the
State Council. Many of them
have been on the Global
Fortune 500 lists, and together,
they own over 2000
subsidiaries, R&D labs, listed
companies and global branch
institutions. NORINCO
International Ltd., for example,
owns oil fields in Irag and
operates R&D and
manufacturing facilities in Saudi
Arabia. These entities operate
on the concept of ‘Military-Civil
Fusion'. This means that their
production cycles conform to
the operational requirements of
the Chinese People's Liberation
Army (PLA), and most
commercial/civilian products
can also be deployed for military
purposes at the Party-state's
request. Hence, these firms
concentrate their expertise on
a particular industrial cluster of
importance to the PLA. The
CETC, for example, is the
PLA's primary radar,
communications infrastructure,
and electronics supplier. AVIC,
and specifically, its main
subsidiary, the Chengdu Aircraft
Industry Group (CAIG), has its
hand in the production of most
of China's J-series fighter jets.
CSSC, which is the world's
largest shipbuilding group,
produces most of the PLA
Navy's warships. Together,
CAIG, CASIC and CASC have
also produced most of China's
military drones, such as the
CH ‘Rainbow’' series, the
Wing Loong series, and the

Wuzhen High-Altitude, Long
Endurance (HALE) UAV series.
The agenda and priorities for
defence production, R&D and
safety and quality are laid
down by China's chief
regulatory body in the military-
industrial domain, the State
Administration of Science,
Technology and Industry for
National Defense (SASTIND).
Naturally, defence production
must comply with SASTIND's
technological, safety and
quality certification standards.
In addition, party and
government institutions like the
Ministry of Industry and IT,
Ministry of Commerce, and the
Logistics Department of the
Central Military Commission,
together lay down regulations
regarding ideological
commitment of defence SOEs,
innovation and export control,
and management of talent.
China's Export Philosophy
Since 2022, China's defence
budget has consistently
witnessed a year-on-year rise
of 7.2%. A significant chunk of
this money goes into producing
defence goods. Of course, part
of this expansion of defence
production is driven by a profit
motive, with Chinese weapons
finding their way to warring
parties. An example is
Myanmar, where Chinese arms
are available to both the junta
government, and the Rakhine-
based insurgent group, the
‘Brotherhood Alliance'.
sometimes, China is also a
supplier of last resort for
entities seeking low-cost
military equipment. One
example is Pakistan, which has
imported low-cost export
variants of the Chengdu J-10C
fighter jet. Many of these
entities, however, have also
included non-state actors such

as insurgent groups in Chad
and Syria, who were found to
be in possession of the
Chinese-made FN-6 Man-
Portable Air Defence System
(MANPADS). Despite the
controversies arising from such
sales, China veils its exports
and uses “non-interference” in
internal matters of other
countries as justification.
A 'Technological Gap'

It is worth noting that Beijing
only prioritises international
sales of export variant arms,
which are usually of lower
quality, and keeps the most
advanced and efficient defence
systems for itself. Chinese
commentators also seem to
acknowledge that even though
China has a cost advantage
with a few arms and
ammunition, there exists a
“technological gap” and a lack
of competitiveness against
Western alternatives in major
arms, such as fighter jets,
aircraft carriers, and large
warships. Hence, Beijing
believes in maintaining loyal
clients, who are developing
economies with restricted
international options. This can
explain why, in addition to
Pakistan, China has emerged
as the largest arms supplier for
West Africa too, accounting for
26% of the region's arms
imports in the last five years.
It is establishing a footprint in
the Middle East as well, but is
not a dominant player yet.
Further, China entangles arms
sales with defence
cooperation and norm
entrepreneurship in global
security. Xi Jinping's flagship
Global Security Initiative (GSI)
aims to do just this. Many GSI-
friendly countries have become
China's top arms importers.
With economies in the ASEAN

China has penned joint military
cooperation agreements, which
provide its arms and
ammunition exports a boost.
For example, in the aftermath
of the recent establishment of
a China-Indonesia Joint Foreign
and Defence Ministerial
Dialogue on April 21, 2025,
Jakarta announced that it is
finalising a deal to buy 42 J-
10CE fighters from Beijing.
Further, with hard basing in
Djibouti and likely soft basing
in areas like Cambodia's Ream
Naval base and Myanmar's
Kyaukphyu port, Chinese
troops and naval vessels are
finding homes abroad and are
testing capabilities in the
Indian Ocean. Changing Export
Basket For the longest time,
China specialised in the sales
of military-grade Small Arms
and Light Weapons (SALW),
which include MANPADS,
guided anti-tank weapons,
mortars and cannons, rifles,
and machine guns. Until 2012,
most of these weapons went to
developing countries in Asia,
Africa, and Latin America,
such as Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Iran, Nigeria, and
Venezuela. More recently,
China's defence export
products have featured an
extensive arsenal of
submarines, aircraft, missiles,
and artillery, uncrewed aerial
vehicles (UAVs), electronic,
communications, and light
vehicle components. Since
2011-12, China has gained
substantial traction in drone
exports. In civilian space, China
is already the world's largest
producer and exporter of
drones. Between 2017 and
2024, the UAE, Serbia, Saudi
Arabia, Algeria, DR Congo, and
Pakistan were some of the
largest importers of China's
armed, surveillance &
reconnaissance, and attack
UAVs.In terms of exports of
missile technology, China
delivered 896 FN-6 portable
surface-to-air missiles (SAMs)
to Pakistan in 2021, 200 of the
QW-11 SAMs to Bangladesh in
2024, and a total of 390+ SAMs
and anti-ship/ land attack
missiles of various classes to
Cambodia. In terms of maritime
defence, China's most
infamous CSSC shipyards have
been the largest suppliers of
naval hulls to US allies like
Singapore. Since 2010, more
than 70% of Bangladesh's
defence imports have also
come from China.
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Israel and Iran Edge Closer to All-Out War as
Death Toll Rises and U.S. Considers Int

The latest round of violent
escalation between Israel and Iran
has pushed the Middle East into
a new phase of instability, with
ongoing missile strikes, nuclear
facility attacks, and rising civilian
casualties. The conflict, which

erupted on June 13, began when S8

Israel launched preemptive strikes

on Iranian nuclear and military &

sites, claiming to target Iran’s
weapons capabilities under a
military operation called Operation

Rising Lion. The Israeli air raids ~=

struck areas including Tehran’s
District 18 and the Natanz nuclear
facility. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu stated that the
mission was a necessary
response to Iran’s advancing
nuclear ambitions, which he
said posed an existential
threat. Iran, denying it seeks
nuclear weapons, condemned
the strikes as a declaration of
war. Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei vowed severe

retaliation, and within hours,
Iran launched a barrage of
ballistic missiles in an operation
it called True Promise 3, targeting
dozens of Israeli sites. In the days
since, more than 220 Iranians and
24 |sraelis have died. Israel’s
attacks also reportedly killed
senior Iranian figures, including

IRGC commander Hossein
Salami and top nuclear scientist

Fereydoon Abbasi. Iran
responded with further missile
launches, including one that hit
Soroka Medical Center in
Beersheba, injuring over 30
people. Iran claimed the strike
was intended for a nearby Israeli

Fighter Jets Intercept Civilian Plane in G7

Summit No-Fly Zone Over Kananaskis

NORAD scrambled CF-18 fighter jets on Sunday
after a civilian aircraft entered restricted airspace
above Kananaskis, Alberta, where world leaders
have gathered for the G7 Summit. The incursion
triggered a swift response from the North American
Aerospace Defence
Command, which issued
multiple alerts before
deploying final warning
measures to gain the pilot’'s
attention. The aircraft, a
fixed-wing civilian plane,
breached the 30-nautical-

mile no-fly zone
established over
Kananaskis Village.

According to a release from the G7 Integrated
Safety and Security Group, the pilot eventually
landed safely under their own control and was
met on the ground by RCMP officers. “Itis every

G7 Leaders Push for Israg

The G7 Summit opened Monday in
Kananaskis, Alberta, with world leaders
urgently focused on the escalating tensions
between Israel and Iran. The conflict, rooted
in concerns over Tehran’s nuclear
ambitions, has overshadowed much of the
summit’s agenda, with leaders calling for
diplomatic restraint and a unified push for
de-escalation. U.S. President Donald
Trump called on both Israel and Iran to open
direct negotiations without delay. “They
should talk and they should talk
immediately,” Trump told reporters,
emphasizing diplomacy over further military
action. British Prime Minister Keir Starmer
echoed the call for calm, warning that
continued escalation could ignite further
violence in Gaza and ripple through the
global economy. “The risk of the conflict
escalating is obvious, and the
implications—not just for the region but

pilot’s responsibility to ensure that there are no
restrictions in the airspace they intend to fly,”
the statement said, stressing that such incidents
divert critical resources from law enforcement and
summit security operations. Temporary airspace
restrictions were
‘ implemented Saturday,
covering both the
Kananaskis area and
Calgary International
Airport. The no-fly zones
will remain active until
midnight on Tuesday to
ensure the safety of G7
‘ participants. NORAD, a
= joint U.S.-Canada
command, is overseeing summit air security
using assets from both countries’ militaries. The
incident remains under investigation by Canadian
authorities.

globally—are really immense,” Starmer
said, following his private conversation with

Trump on the matter. German Chancellor |
Friedrich Merz also weighed in before the |
summit’s formal discussions began,

announcing that Germany plans to draft a
communique emphasizing that Iran must
not be allowed to acquire nuclear weapons-
grade material. Merz made clear that
preventing a nuclear-armed Iran remains a
top priority for the G7 nations. The conflict
has heightened already-tense geopolitical
conditions as leaders from the world’s
largest economies gather to address not
only Middle East instability but also issues
like trade, Al regulation, and climate
resilience. Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney is hosting the summit, with leaders

from France, ltaly, Japan, the United s

States, the United Kingdom, Germany, and
the European Union all in attendance.

military facility, but Israeli officials
accused Tehran of deliberately
targeting civilians. Israel has since
attacked the Arak heavy water
reactor in northwestern Iran, which
it said was inactive but capable of
producing weapons-grade
plutonium. The Israeli military has
declared “full air superiority” over

ervention

Tehran and claims to have
destroyed a third of Iran’s missile
launchers. Despite this, Iran’s
ability to strike back remains
intact, demonstrated by missile
attacks that continue to hit Israel
cities including Tel Aviv and Haifa.
The situation has now drawn in
global powers. U.S. President
Donald Trump is reportedly
weighing a military response,
possibly targeting Iran’s
underground Fordo nuclear
site with the GBU-57 bunker-
buster bomb. Although the
U.S. has helped Israel
intercept incoming missiles,
it has yetto participate in direct
strikes. Trump’s inner circle is
reportedly split, with some
advisors urging restraint while
others push for full engagement.
Trump has publicly demanded
Iran’s “unconditional surrender”
but stopped short of approving an
assassination plan against
Khamenei.

Russia Returns 1,200 More Ukrainian Bodies
Amid Uneven POW Swap Agreement

Russia has handed over the
bodies of 1,200 more deceased
Ukrainian soldiers, bringing the
total number of repatriated
Ukrainian war dead to more than
4,800, Ukrainian officials
confirmed on Saturday. The
exchange stems from a recent
agreement reached during talks
in Istanbul, but tensions are
rising as Russia accuses
Ukraine of failing to uphold its
end of the deal. The latest
transfer, announced by
Ukraine’s Coordination
Headquarters for the Treatment
of Prisoners of War, marks one
of the largest returns of fallen
soldiers since Russia’s full-scale
invasion began in February 2022.
Ukrainian Defence Minister
Rustem Umerov thanked all

=,
=

involved in the handover and said
the next stage would involve the
careful process of identifying the
bodies and notifying families.
“This is a complex and delicate
operation that will give each family
the opportunity to receive
answers,” Umerov said in a
statement. While Ukraine has
been steadily receiving its war
dead under the Istanbul
framework, Russia claims it
has received only 27 Russian
bodies in return and has
criticized Kyiv for not honoring
the mutual agreement. As
reported by Al Jazeera’s Assed
Baig from Kyiv, Moscow has
publicly accused Ukraine of
failing to reciprocate, though
Ukrainian officials have not yet
responded to the allegation.

ran De-Escalation as Trump Urges Immediate Talks

=
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Grieving Families Demand Justice a Week
After Air India Crash That Killed 274

A week after the devastating Air India crash in
Ahmedabad that took the lives of 274 people,
including 33 on the ground, families of the victims
are growing
increasingly
frustrated by the
silence from
authorities. With
the cause of the
crash still unclear
and no one held
accountable, many
are demanding
answers and action
to prevent such
tragedies in the
future. The Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner had barely taken
off on its flight to London when it went down in a
catastrophic accident. Only one passenger
miraculously survived, while hundreds of others
perished, including several foreign nationals and local
residents. Officials confirmed that the aircraft’s black
box was recovered but badly damaged, with sources
indicating it may need to be sent to the United States
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for specialized data retrieval. In Diu, where the impact
of the tragedy has been deeply felt, the family of
Manish Babu is mourning without closure. Manish,
afather of two working
in the UK, had
returned to India to
visit his loved ones.
His brother, speaking
to NDTV, expressed
anguish over the lack
of transparency and
accountability, asking
why authorities have
not yet explained the
crash. “His wife and
children are
shattered. We deserve to know what went wrong,”
he said. Elsewhere in Diu, the last rites of
Portuguese national Chandu Bagune were held amid
tears and unresolved questions. His relative, Ashwin
Bagune, criticized the authorities for failing to
communicate with grieving families and demanded
that responsibility be fixed. Chandu is survived by
his wife and three children.

Emergency Power Activation Hints at
Engine Failure in Air India Crash: Report

As the investigation into the
tragic Air India Flight Al171 crash
continues, preliminary findings
suggest that the aircraft’s
emergency power system may
have activated moments before
impact, raising concerns about a
possible engine failure shortly after
takeoff. The June 12 crash near
Ahmedabad killed 241 passengers
and crew members onboard, as
well as at least 29 people on the
ground. Only one passenger
survived the catastrophic incident.
According to sources cited by The
Wall Street Journal, investigators
believe the plane’s emergency
power generator—specifically a
ram air turbine (RAT)—may have
deployed automatically in
response to a critical failure. The
RAT is a small, retractable
propeller designed to provide
backup electrical and hydraulic
power if an aircraft’s engines shut
down or pressure systems fail
during flight. This potential
deployment has led officials to

question whether both engines
were operational after the Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner took off from
Ahmedabad’s Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport en route
to London’s Gatwick Airport. A
mayday call was transmitted
seconds after takeoff, and footage
reviewed by the BBC shows the
aircraft in the air for only 30
seconds before it crashed into a
residential complex. Though the
exact cause of the disaster
remains under review, the Indian
Ministry of Civil Aviation has
confirmed the recovery of both the
cockpit voice recorder and flight
data recorder. Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu stated the
devices would be crucial in
uncovering what happened during
the flight’s final moments. In
response to the tragedy, Air India
has temporarily reduced its
international operations using
widebody aircraft by 15 percent,
citing the need for operational
stability and efficiency.

Tragedy in Pune: Bridge
Collapse Claims Two Lives,
Sparks Major Rescue Effort

———— A

A devastating incident unfolded
Sunday afternoon in Maharashtra’s Pune
district when an iron bridge over the
Indrayani River collapsed, leading to the
confirmed deaths of at least two
individuals and leaving several others
injured. The collapse occurred in the
Kundmala area near Talegaon at
approximately 3:30 PM local time, as
dozens of people were reportedly
crossing the bridge. Emergency
responders, including the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF), were
swiftly deployed to the scene.
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis expressed his condolences and
assured the public that relief operations
were underway at full speed. In a
statement posted on X, he acknowledged
the tragedy and emphasized the
government’s immediate response to the
situation. According to eyewitnesses, a
large crowd had gathered on the bridge
when it suddenly gave way, plunging
many into the river below. Local resident
Raghuveer Shelar recounted to Reuters
that around 20 to 25 individuals were
swept away in the current, with some
tourists being rescued, while others
remain missing or trapped beneath the
wreckage. Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) leader Supriya Sule voiced
concerns that more victims may have been
carried away by the river’s flow. As rescue
efforts continue, families and officials alike
await news of those still unaccounted for.
The incident has raised urgent questions
about infrastructure safety in the region,
with calls for a thorough investigation into
the cause of the collapse and the condition
of similar structures across the state.

India Set to Become Global Leader in
Disaster Response, Says Amit Shah

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
declared on Monday that India is on track
to emerge as a global leader in disaster
response and crisis management.
Speaking at the Relief Commissioners
and Disaster Response Forces
Conference, Shah credited a decade of
reforms and investments for transforming
India’s approach to disaster
preparedness and mitigation.
Highlighting advancements in response
time, efficiency, and accuracy, Shah
noted that the country’s focus on rapid
and coordinated action has saved
countless lives. “Speed is critical in
disaster response,” he said,
emphasizing the importance of workforce
training, advanced technology, and

reliable early warning systems. He
praised the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) for its growing national
stature and its role in training state-level
disaster forces. India’s disaster
management model, Shah said, has
evolved from a reactive, relief-driven
structure to a proactive strategy
centered on prevention and
preparedness. This “Zero Casualty
Approach,” he added, is now recognized
internationally for its effectiveness.
Organizations like the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA), NDRF,
and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure (CDRI) have all contributed
to India reaching global standards in
crisis management. Shah stressed the

importance of a united approach that
includes coordination between the
central and state governments, local
bodies, and communities. He also
called for more research to improve
forecasting and early warning
capabilities, aligning with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of a
resilient and prepared nation. To
support this shift, the government has
significantly increased funding. The
NDRF budget has tripled from 728,000
crore between 2004—-2014 to 784,000
crore between 2014—2024. Funding for
the State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) also grew from ?38,000 crore
to Rs1.44 lakh crore in the same time
frame.

Modi Arrives in Canada for G7 Summit as
India-Canada Relations Enter Reset Phase

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
landed in Canada on June 16 as part
of his three-nation diplomatic tour,
marking a potentially transformative
moment for India-Canada relations.
His visit to Kananaskis for the G7
Summit follows his stop in Cyprus and
precedes a visit to Croatia. The
Canadian leg of the tour is especially
significant given years of strained ties
between the two nations. Modi’s
participation in the G7 marks his sixth
consecutive attendance at the
summit. Invited by newly elected
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney,
Modi will engage in high-level talks on
global challenges, including energy
security, artificial intelligence, and
quantum technology, with leaders of
the G7, partner countries, and
international organizations. A key
priority will be addressing the interests
of the Global South and fostering
stronger multilateral cooperation.
Beyond the G7 agenda, Modi is

expected to hold bilateral discussions
with Carney. Their meeting is
anticipated to focus on sensitive
topics like trade revitalization, new
intelligence-sharing mechanisms,
and ways to address longstanding
misunderstandings. Carney’s
outreach to India is being seen as an
early attempt to reset relations,
particularly after years of diplomatic
tension under the Trudeau
government.  Relations between
India and Canada had sharply
deteriorated in 2023 after
accusations by the Trudeau
administration alleging Indian
involvement in the killing of Canadian
citizen Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a
known Khalistani separatist. These
claims were strongly denied by India
and led to reciprocal diplomatic
expulsions, a freeze on trade talks,
and suspended official
engagements. India has continued
to express concern over Canada’s

handling of extremist elements within
its Sikh diaspora. Now under Carney’s
leadership, New Delhi sees an
opportunity for renewed dialogue.
Carney, who took office in March
2025, had already prioritized
rebuilding ties with India during his
campaign and was one of the first
global leaders Modi congratulated
following the election. Both leaders
have emphasized democratic values
and the rule of law as common ground
for strengthening their partnership.On
the trade front, bilateral exchanges
between the two countries reached
$8.6 billion in 2024, though analysts
believe there’s far greater potential.
One area of renewed interest is
nuclear cooperation. Reports indicate
that India’s Department of Atomic
Energy and Canada’s Cameco
Corporation may soon renew a 2015
agreement to supply uranium
concentrate, critical to India’s
growing energy demands.
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India Launches Overhaul of Arms Procurement
to Boost Speed and Self-Reliance

India has begun a comprehensive
review of its Defence Acquisition
Procedure (DAP) 2020 to drastically cut
the delays in acquiring critical weapon
systems and to strengthen domestic
defence manufacturing. The review is
being led by a committee chaired by Dipti
Mohil Chawla, additional secretary and
director general (acquisition), and
includes officials from the defence
ministry, academia, and private industry.
Former health secretary Apurva Chandra,
who previously held the DG (acquisition)
post, is serving as the principal advisor.
The Ministry of Defence aims to
modernize the armed forces more
efficiently by streamlining bureaucratic
processes and aligning defence
procurement with India’s self-reliance
goals, commonly referred to as
“atmanirbharta.” The review will focus on
fostering indigenous design and
production, increasing private sector
involvement, and encouraging foreign

direct investment (FDI) through joint
ventures and technology transfers. The
committee has called for input from
stakeholders by July 5. A key objective
of the review is to reduce the long lead
times between the initial “acceptance of
necessity” and the final signing of
contracts, which can currently span

several years. Recent efforts have already
shaved 69 weeks off certain procurement
stages. Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh emphasized the importance
of transitioning from the traditional
nomination-based, cost-plus model—
dominated by the public sector—to a
competitive pricing system where private

PM Modi Honoured in Cyprus as Local Official
Touches HIS Feet In Symbollc Gesture

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
received an unexpected and emotional
welcome during his visit to Cyprus, as
a local official greeted him with a
traditional Indian gesture of respect.
Michaela Kythreoti Mhlapa, a Member
of the Nicosia Council, touched PM
Modi’s feet during his visit to the historic
Centre of Nicosia, a moment that
quickly went viral and drew widespread
attention across social media.

The Prime Minister responded
graciously, commending the official for

country’s first president, recognizes

=%== distinguished service to the nation and
: == is reserved for leaders of exceptional

her understanding of Indian culture.
Union Minister Pralhad Joshi later
shared a video of the exchange, calling
it a “deeply moving moment” and noting
that it reflects India’s growing global
influence and the universal appeal of its
cultural values. Earlier in the day, PM
Modi held delegation-level talks with
Cypriot President Nikos Christodoulides
in Nicosia. During the visit, Modi was
awarded the Grand Cross of the Order
of Makarios Ill, Cyprus’s highest civilian
honour. The award, named after the

standing. In his acceptance speech,

'_ Modi dedicated the honour to the people

of India and emphasized the growing
partnership between the two nations.
“This honour is not just mine. It is the
honour of 140 crore Indians,” he said,
highlighting the shared values and
mutual respect that define India-Cyprus
relations. This visit to Cyprus is part of
PM Modi’s broader three-nation tour,
which also includes Canada for the G7
Summit and Croatia. Strategically, the
Cyprus stop is notable given the
increasing military cooperation between
Pakistan and Turkey—particularly
Turkey’s support during recent hostilities
involving Operation Sindoor.

Cyprus has previously
supported India’s bid for a permanent
seat on the United Nations Security
Council and is set to assume the
presidency of the European Union
Council next year. As India deepens its
diplomatic ties in the Mediterranean
region, Cyprus is emerging as a key ally
in fostering regional cooperation and
counterbalancing geopolitical shifts.

and public entities compete equally. This
shift has already begun in naval projects
and the development of the AMCA
(Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft),
India’s fifth-generation fighter jet. The
urgency to fast-track programs like the
AMCA is growing, especially as
adversaries like Pakistan are advancing
rapidly with acquisitions of fifth-
generation Chinese jets such as the J-
35A. China is even reportedly testing
sixth-generation stealth aircraft like the
Chengdu J-36 and Shenyang J-50. India
cannot afford a repeat of the decades-
long delays that plagued the development
of the Tejas fighter jet, which began in
1983 and still has not delivered its full
upgraded Mark-1A version to the Indian
Air Force.For the 2024-25 fiscal year, the
Ministry of Defence successfully utilized
its entire modernisation budget for the
firsttime in five years, signing contracts
worth Rs 2 lakh crore—twice the value
of deals signed in 2023-24.

Damaged Black Box from
Air India Crash May Be
Sent to US for Analysis

The black box from the Air India flight
Al171 that crashed in Ahmedabad on
June 12 has been found damaged and
may need to be sent to the United States
for further data retrieval, according to
government sources. . Officials indicated
that the final decision will rest with the
Indian aviation authorities, but the device
could be flown to Washington DC for
evaluation by the U.S. National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB).
Technically, the “black box” includes two
crucial components: the Cockpit Voice
Recorder (CVR) and the Flight Data
Recorder (FDR). These devices are
essential for reconstructing the events
leading up to the crash, offering both
voice recordings from the cockpit and a
detailed record of the aircraft’s flight
parameters. Due to damage sustained
in the crash and fire, India may require
the specialized equipment and expertise
of the NTSB to recover and interpret the
remaining data. team of Indian officials
is expected to accompany it to ensure
compliance with all security and
procedural standards throughout the
process. Flight Al171, a Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner, crashed shortly after takeoff
from Ahmedabad’s Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport while en route
to London’s Gatwick Airport

Seven Dead in Helicopter Crash on India’s Sacred Pilgrimage Route

A tragic helicopter crash in the Indian state of
Uttarakhand has claimed the lives of seven people,
including a pilot and a two-year-old child. The aircraft,
operated by Aryan Aviation, was en route from the
sacred Kedarnath temple to Guptkashi, both key
stops on the revered Char Dham Yatra pilgrimage.
The crash occurred early Sunday morning near
Gaurikund, a well-known stopover along the
mountainous route. According to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation, the Bell 407 helicopter took
off shortly after 5:15 AM local time but lost contact
soon after. A rescue operation was immediately
launched, and the bodies of all on board have been
recovered. The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) will lead the formal probe into the cause of
the crash. Pushkar Singh Dhami, the Chief Minister
of Uttarakhand, called the incident “very sad news”

in a statement posted on X. He confirmed that the
State Disaster Response Force and other rescue units
were dispatched swiftly and have completed relief
operations. The Chief Minister has ordered a thorough
investigation and vowed strict action against any
negligence uncovered during the probe. In the wake
of the crash, all helicopter services along the Char
Dham Yatra route have been suspended until at least
Monday. Authorities will review pilot qualifications,
safety standards, and flight operations before services
are allowed to resume. A new Standard Operating
Procedure will also be implemented to improve
coordination and ensure safer flights, with a command
center being set up in Dehradun. Officials noted this
marks the second helicopter crash in the region in
less than two months, along with three emergency
landings. The sharp increase in air traffic due to high

pilgrimage turnout has raised concerns over aviation
safety in the treacherous Himalayan terrain.
Authorities have pledged to assist the victims’
families and facilitate the return of their remains to
their home states.
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Trump Weighs Iran Strike, Decision
Expected Within Two Weeks

President Donald Trump is
expected to make a decision
within the next two weeks on
whether the United States will
take direct military action against
Iran. The announcement was
delivered Thursday by White
House press secretary Karoline
Leavitt during a press briefing in
Washington. Leavitt read a
statement from the President
addressing speculation about
potential U.S. involvement in the
ongoing conflict between Iran and
Israel. “Based on the fact that
there’s a substantial chance of
negotiation that may or may not
take place with Iran in the near
future, | will make my decision
whether or not to go in the next
two weeks,” Trump said in the

message. The press secretary
confirmed that communication
between the U.S. and Iran is
ongoing, though she declined to
specify whether the negotiations
are direct or mediated through
third parties. Any diplomatic
agreement, she said, must
include a full halt to uranium
enrichment and a guarantee that
Iran will never acquire a nuclear
weapon. Speaking to reporters the
previous day, President Trump
remained deliberately vague about
his stance on a potential military
strike. “I may do it,  may not do
it,” he said. “Iran’s got a lot of
trouble. And they want to
negotiate. And | say, ‘Why didn’t
you negotiate with me before all
this death and destruction?”” The

President has held daily Situation
Room meetings with his national
security team since Tuesday to
assess the evolving scenario and
weigh options. Trump has used
similar two-week timelines in past
decision-making moments,
including recent deliberations on
whether Russian President
Vladimir Putin is open to ending
the war in Ukraine. When asked
whether this two-week window is
firm, Leavitt noted that the Middle
East and Ukraine represent two
distinct and complex crises. She
added that President Trump is
carefully evaluating both, but
reiterated that diplomacy remains
his first choice. Reaction among
Trump’s political allies has been
mixed.

B G7 Leaders Call for Middle East De-escalation as
Trump Exits Summit Amid Israel-lran Tensions

The G7 Summit in Kananaskis,
Canada, concluded its second day
with leaders urging a de-escalation of
hostilities in the Middle East, including
support for a ceasefire in Gaza.
However, they stopped short of
explicitly calling for a ceasefire
between Israel and Iran. The summit
was overshadowed by growing conflict
in the region and U.S. President
Donald Trump’s abrupt departure,

which left several planned meetings
incomplete. Trump left Canada early
Monday evening, citing urgent
developments in the Middle East.
While his press secretary stated the
departure was due to escalating

events in the region, Trump
downplayed the nature of his return,
claiming it was for “much bigger”
reasons and denying involvement in
any ceasefire negotiations. He sharply

criticized French President
Emmanuel Macron on Truth Social for
suggesting otherwise, stating Macron
“always gets it wrong.” Before his
departure, Trump signed the G7’s joint
statement, which supported Israel’s
right to self-defense and labeled Iran
as a primary source of regional
instability. The statement emphasized
that Iran must never possess a nuclear
weapon but avoided more forceful
language that might fracture G7 unity.
Trump’s dramatic appeal to Iranians
to evacuate Tehran further fueled
speculation about potential U.S.
military  involvement—though
American officials later denied plans
to join Israeli operations. Meanwhile,
U.S. Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth announced the deployment
of additional defense assets to the
region, citing the need to reinforce the
Pentagon’s strategic posture. Though
official denials of offensive intent
remain, reports indicated Trump called
a National Security Council meeting
upon his return to Washington.

Trump Departs G7 Early as Carney, Modi Arrive
at Crucial Diplomatic Juncture in Canada

The 2025 G7 Summit in
Kananaskis, Alberta began with high
stakes and heightened tensions, as
world leaders gathered to address
global crises including the wars in
Ukraine and the Middle East. U.S.
President Donald Trump met with
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney
on Monday before cutting his visit short,
citing urgent matters in the Middle East.
Meanwhile, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi arrived in Alberta,
marking his first Canadian visit in a
decade amid ongoing diplomatic
strains. Trump and Carney met privately
on the sidelines of the summit and
agreed to pursue a Canada-U.S. trade
deal within 30 days, according to a
readout from the Prime Minister’s
Office. The leaders discussed trade

disputes, tariffs, border security, critical
minerals, and cross-border crime.
Trump, despite reaffirming his support
for tariffs as a “simple and effective” tool,
called Carney’s trade approach “more
complex but also very good.” Carney,
for his part, said negotiations were
“fantastic” and suggested the tone of
the talks was promising. Carney
opened the summit by calling this a
“hinge moment in history” and urged
G7 nations to rise to the challenges of
a divided and dangerous world. He
emphasized the importance of
resilience through cooperation,
acknowledging disagreements around
the table while stressing the need for
frank, solutions-focused dialogue.
Trump, wearing a Canada-U.S. flag pin
on his lapel, seemed cordial during the

joint press session with Carney, even
as he offered controversial opinions
elsewhere. The U.S. president again
blamed former prime minister Justin
Trudeau for Russia’s removal from the
G8, an event that occurred before
Trudeau took office. He also said the
Ukraine war might have been avoided
had Russia remained in the group, a
comment dismissed by critics as
revisionist. While Trump departed the
summit early, skipping key meetings
with Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum, his sudden exit
underscored growing instability abroad.
The White House cited “important matters”
inthe Middle East, and the Pentagon has
since announced an increased defensive
posture in the region.

Trump Showcases U.S. Military
Power on 79th Birthday Amid ‘No
Kings' Protests

President Donald Trump marked his 79th
birthday with a grand military parade in
Washington, D.C., celebrating the 250th
anniversary of the U.S. Army while facing
nationwide demonstrations criticizing his
leadership. The event featured 6,700 marching
troops, 84 military vehicles including 28
Abrams tanks, vintage units from historical
conflicts, and a dramatic parachute landing
near the White House. Trump saluted troops
along Constitution Avenue and delivered a
brief speech praising the military’s strength
and warning adversaries of America’s resolve.
“America’s enemies have learned if you
threaten our people, our soldiers are coming
for you,” Trump said, declaring their defeat
would be “total and complete.” The president
also administered the oath of enlistment to
250 new Army recruits and received a
ceremonial flag from a parachuting soldier.
Attendees included First Lady Melania
Trump, Vice President JD Vance, Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth, and several high-
profile cabinet members. Despite the
celebratory tone, the event occurred under
heightened security. Protests under the
banner “No Kings Day” unfolded across the
country, from Los Angeles to New York, with
demonstrators objecting to Trump’s
immigration policies and accusing him of
exceeding presidential authority. In Los
Angeles, tensions escalated as police and
National Guard forces dispersed crowds,
while thousands of peaceful protesters
continued marching in nearby areas.
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Canada May Emerge Stronger Amid
Trump’s Tariff War, Say Experts

Canada could become one of the
biggest beneficiaries of the current
U.S.-led trade war, according to
economists at PwC Canada. As
President Donald Trump escalates
tariffs on imports from major trading
partners, including China and
Mexico, Canadian exporters may
find themselves in a uniquely
advantageous position, especially if
Canada successfully secures a
bilateral trade deal with the United
States within the next 30 days.
During the recent G7 Summit in

Alberta, President Trump and Prime
Minister Mark Carney agreed to work
toward resolving trade tensions
through a targeted agreement within
a month. Bank of Canada Governor
Tiff Macklem welcomed the
announcement, calling it “very
welcome news” as Canada braces for
the economic fallout of new U.S.
tariffs. Macklem warned that
Canadian exports had already
dropped sharply following an initial
surge to get ahead of the tariffs. pwC
Canada’s national economics leader

Michael Dobner noted that the
current average U.S. tariff on
Canadian goods is likely the lowest
among global trading partners. While
Canada has been hit with significant
tariffs on steel, aluminum, and some
automotive products, most goods
compliant with the Canada-United
States-Mexico Agreement (CUSMA)
remain exempt. Dobner emphasized
that a deal exclusive to Canada
could solidify its trade standing with
the U.S., giving Canadian exporters
an edge over Chinese competitors,

Canada Expected to Keep Trade Protections Under
Renewed U.S. Deal Despite Trump Tariff Threats

Canada is likely to retain its key
tariff exemptions under a renewed
trade agreement with the United
States, despite escalating rhetoric
and looming tariff threats from U.S.
President Donald Trump. According
to Deloitte Canada chief economist
Dawn Desjardins, existing carve-outs
from the Canada-United States-
Mexico Agreement (CUSMA) — also
known as NAFTA 2.0 — are expected
to remain in place, shielding most
Canadian exports from new U.S.
tariffs. Speaking to Yahoo Finance
Canada, Desjardins said the
Canadian government appears
poised to maintain preferential

access to the U.S. market, even as
Trump prepares to launch sweeping
new duties on foreign imports
beginning July 9. “The sounds we’re
hearing seem to be moving in the
right direction,” she said, though she
cautioned that her view is based on
economic indicators, not insider
information. esjardins added that
Prime Minister Mark Carney and
Trump reached a preliminary
agreement on the sidelines of the
recent G7 summit in Alberta, setting
a July 21 deadline to finalize the
bilateral deal. While Canada has
faced targeted U.S. tariffs in sectors
like steel, aluminum, and autos,

analysts note that CUSMA-compliant
goods have largely remained
exempt, with RBC Economics
estimating that around 86 percent of
Canadian exports will ultimately
remain duty-free under current trade
rules. Despite these reassurances,
Deloitte forecasts a “modest
recession” for Canada in the second
and hird quarters of 2025, driven
largely by trade uncertainty and
manufacturing slowdowns in Ontario
and Quebec. The Bank of Canada
has also warned of a significantly
weaker economy in the second
quarter, as Canadian businesses feel
the full effects of U.S. tariff policy.

especially in sectors like industrial
equipment and construction
materials. The latest PwC M&A report
shows that merger and acquisition
activity in Canada slowed in early
2025, with only 996 deals valued at
$134 billion compared to 1,068 deals
worth $227 billion in the latter half of
2024. However, PwC believes that
clarity on trade policies could trigger
a wave of dealmaking by 2026,
especially in industries such as
infrastructure, natural resources,
nuclear energy, defense, and Al.
Despite current economic headwinds
and a projected sub-1 percent GDP
growth rate for the rest of 2025,
analysts suggest that once a U.S.-
Canada trade agreement is finalized,
Canada could see a rebound in
investor confidence and economic
performance starting in 2026.
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