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Pro- Active Drayage

=D

CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience

at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-

roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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DAN-IPIY

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

IVeE channels, Funjablall indian, Fakistani, Lagiisi a

mnal All over The
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 Commercial Realty Services
* Residential Realty Services
* Homeowner Related Services
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Residential Real Estate Broker -
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Hindi,

Punjabi, English, French

Free consultation .
Free market evaluation .

Mortgage arrangements canalso be made
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Ph : (514)663 4883

Email: komal.arora@century2l.ca
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Komal Arora
Realtor
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Scientists map the hidden architecture
of the brain’s default mode network

A new study published in Nature Neuro-
science sheds light on the structural foun-
dations of the brain’s default mode net-
work, a system of regions long associ-
ated with internally focused thought,
memory, and self-reflection. Using post-
mortem brain tissue and advanced
neuroimaging, researchers found that this
network is composed of distinct anatomi-
cal types of brain tissue, each with differ-
ent roles in processing information. The
findings help explain why the default mode
network is involved in such a wide variety
of mental states—from introspection to
decision-making—and suggest that its
structure enables a unique balance of
communication across the brain.

The default mode network, or DMN, is one
of the most widely studied yet poorly un-
derstood brain systems in neuroscience.
It was originally discovered through brain
scans showing that certain regions be-
come less active when a person focuses
on an external task, like solving a math
problem. But over time, researchers no-
ticed these same regions were also ac-
tive during a wide range of cognitive ac-
tivities, such as daydreaming, remember-
ing the past, imagining the future, and even
making complex decisions. This unex-
pected versatility raised fundamental
questions about what the DMN does and
how it manages to participate in such
seemingly contradictory mental functions.
One key to solving this puzzle, the re-
searchers hypothesized, lies in the
network’s anatomy. Much of the past re-
search on the DMN has used functional
MRI to track patterns of activity, but less
attention has been paid to the underlying
microstructure that might shape those
functions. The authors of the new study
believed that a deeper understanding of
the DMN'’s cellular and anatomical fea-
tures could clarify how it supports such a
diverse array of mental processes.

“The default mode network has a fasci-
nating history in neuroscience. It was first
identified as a group of brain regions that
become less active when people engage
in a specific task,” explained study au-
thor Casey Paquola, the head of the
Multiscale Neurodevelopment Lab at the
Institute of Neuroscience and Medicine
(INM-7) at the Helmholtz Associations’

Research Center Jlich.

“But over time, researchers noticed that
these same regions were actually acti-
vated during a wide variety of tasks —
from recognizing faces to making deci-
sions. This led to a lot of diverse theories
about what the DMN is and what its role
is in cognition. So, despite being dis-
cussed in tens of thousands of studies
since 2001, it remained enigmatic.”
“Notably, the vast majority of those stud-
ies used fMRI to study the DMN. As | work
at the intersection of neuroanatomy and
neuroimaging, | thought it would be a novel
angle to investigate this functional entity
through the lens of neuroanatomy. We
wanted to test whether the hypotheses
based on functional MRI were supported
or rejected based on the architecture of
the DMN.”

To do this, the research team combined
two powerful tools: postmortem brain his-
tology and in vivo neuroimaging. The his-
tological data came from a high-resolu-
tion 3D reconstruction of a human brain
donated after death, allowing for precise
mapping of cell densities and tissue types
across the cortex. The team analyzed
nearly 7,400 thinly sliced brain sections,
stained to reveal the shapes and layers
of cells, and reconstructed them into a
3D model known as “BigBrain.” These
anatomical maps were then compared
with functional brain networks defined by
resting-state MRI scans in living partici-
pants.

The researchers focused on how different
parts of the DMN varied in their cytoar-
chitecture—the arrangement and charac-
teristics of cells across different layers of
the cortex. They identified several types
of cortical microstructure within the DMN,
ranging from areas specialized for pro-
cessing sensory information to regions
associated with memory and internal
thought. This showed that the DMN is not
uniform but rather includes a mix of cell
types, each potentially suited for differ-
ent tasks.

Using data-driven modeling, the team
found a spectrum—or axis—of cytoarchi-
tectural variation across the DMN. Some
regions had highly layered structures with
dense mid-level cell populations, while
others had flatter, less differentiated pro-

files. These differences aligned with
known anatomical types, such as
eulaminate regions that process external
information and agranular areas often
linked to self-generated thought and emo-
tion.

The researchers then examined how these
anatomical differences relate to the
DMN'’s connectivity. By analyzing diffu-
sion MRI data from healthy adults, they
assessed how efficiently information could
travel along structural pathways linking dif-
ferent brain regions. They found that parts
of the DMN with highly layered cytoarchi-
tecture were more strongly connected to
other brain regions, particularly those in-
volved in sensory processing. These re-
gions appeared to serve as “receivers,”
efficiently gathering input from across the
brain.

In contrast, areas with flatter cytoarchi-
tecture were relatively isolated from sen-
sory input, suggesting that they form an
“insulated core” within the DMN. These
more internally focused regions, like the
anterior cingulate cortex, may support self-
referential processing or maintain mental
representations that are less dependent
on immediate sensory information.

To further understand the flow of infor-
mation within the DMN, the researchers
used a modeling technique called regres-
sion dynamic causal modeling. This
method estimates how activity in one
brain region influences another, provid-
ing a measure of functional input and out-
put. The results confirmed that “receiver”
regions in the DMN received strong in-
put from a variety of other brain systems,
while the more insulated areas were rela-
tively unaffected by outside signals. Per-
haps most strikingly, the researchers
found that the DMN differs from other
brain networks in how it sends informa-
tion back out. While many networks
tend to favor certain types of connec-
tions, the DMN distributed its output
evenly across all levels of the brain’s
processing hierarchy—from low-level
sensory areas to high-level association
regions. This suggests that the DMN
plays a unique integrative role, capable
of influencing thought and behavior at
multiple levels.

To verify that these patterns weren't just

Indian Student Found Dead in Toronto Canal,
Family Seeks Clarity Amid Unanswered Questions

The family of Vedatman Poduval, a 21-
year-old student from Tripunithura,
Kerala, is grappling with grief and
uncertainty after his body was
discovered in a canal in Toronto,
Canada. Vedatman, a third-year
Computer Science student at York
University’s Lassonde School of
Engineering, had been reported
missing on June 2 and was found dead
four days later in the Seaton Channel
on June 6. According to Toronto Police,
Vedatman was last seen by friends
near his residence close to campus on
the evening of June 1. CCTV footage
later confirmed he was alone near Keele
Street and Finch Avenue West around
8:40 pm that night. Despite an alert
suggesting he may have been in the

Waterloo region, his last confirmed
location remained Toronto. After his
disappearance, a public search was
launched and his details, height,
weight, attire, and physical features,
were widely circulated. The footage
was initially released on police
websites but removed following the
discovery of his body. His uncle, who
lives in Seattle and had previously
resided in Canada, was the first relative
to be informed and later confirmed the
identification of the body. While Toronto
Police have stated that no signs of foul
play or criminal activity have been
detected, the official cause of death
remains pending. The autopsy was
completed on June 9, with the final
report expected within two weeks. In

an official email, police declined to
provide further details, citing the non-
criminal nature of the case. Vedatman’s
family remains in Kerala, waiting for
answers. Relatives expressed disbelief
that he would have voluntarily
approached a water body late at night,
especially since he had been in good
spirits during a phone conversation
with his younger brother hours before
his disappearance. “We've been told it
was drowning, but we still don’t
understand how or why,” said a family
member. Having moved to Canada in
2022, Vedatman had never returned
home. He was focused on his studies
and was not employed part-time. A
former student of Chinmaya Vidyalaya
in Kochi, he is survived by his parents

artifacts of group-level analyses, the team
conducted a replication study using ul-
tra-high field 7-Tesla MRI in individual par-
ticipants. This allowed them to map mi-
crostructural variation and connectivity
within each person’s brain. The results
were consistent with the earlier findings,
supporting the idea that the DMN'’s
unique structure and connectivity pat-
terns are present at the level of individual
brains.
“Given the DMN is largely expanded in
humans relative to other mammals, more
so than any other functional network, an
interesting take-away from this study is
that this unique network of brain regions
is capable of enriching our interpretation
of the world, by coloring our world view
with other types of information, from au-
tobiographical memory or social per-
spectives,” Paquola told PsyPost. “In
other words, this network operates in a
very different way to standard sensory
processing, and that may help humans
to have a richer understanding of the
world around us.”
But as with all research, there are limi-
tations. The detailed anatomical mapping
was based on a single postmortem brain,
and while replication was attempted with
high-resolution imaging in living subjects,
further validation across more diverse
samples is needed. The study also fo-
cused on healthy adults, leaving open
questions about how the DMN might de-
velop during childhood or change in men-
tal illness.
Future research will aim to understand
how the DMN’s anatomy evolves over
time and how it interacts with cognitive
development and psychiatric symptoms.
For example, if certain subregions ma-
ture more slowly or become disrupted in
disorders such as depression or schizo-
phrenia, this could help explain why
these conditions involve changes in self-
perception or thought patterns.
“I'm very interested in how the brain de-
velops, that is how it changes from in-
fancy to adulthood,” Paquola said. “Mov-
ing forward, we’d like to understand more
about how the maturation of the DMN
coincides with cognitive maturation and
changes in mental health.”

Vijay Garg Retired Principal

and younger brother. So far, Malayali
associations in Canada and local
police have shared limited details with
the public, leaving the family in
emotional and informational limbo.
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One Canadian Among 240 Dead in Devastat-
mg Air India Plane Crash Near Ahmedabad

LB o T Bl

In a catastrophic tragedy, an
Air India Boeing 787 Dreamliner
en route to London’s Gatwick
Airport crashed shortly after
takeoff from Ahmedabad, India,

{ Killing all 240 people on board.
. The crash occurred in a densely

populated area known as
Meghani Nagar, five minutes af-
ter the aircraft took off at 1:38
p.m. local time. The plane, fully
loaded with fuel, ignited a mas-
sive blaze as it slammed into a
residential complex, with fire
and smoke engulfing parts of a
nearby medical college hostel.
Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney confirmed that one Ca-
nadian was among the victims
and expressed his sorrow on

& social media, calling the news
= “devastating.” Carney stated

that Canadian transportation of-

i ficials are in contact with inter-

national counterparts as more
details unfold. British Prime

8 Minister Keir Starmer also re-

sponded, noting that many Brit-

ish nationals were aboard the
flight and described the incident
as “devastating.” Air India re-
ported that among the 242 pas-
sengers and crew, 169 were In-
dian citizens, 53 were British,
seven were Portuguese, and
one was Canadian. Indian au-
thorities, including Police Com-
missioner G.S. Malik, con-
firmed there were no survivors
and warned that locals may
also have perished due to the
crash site’s proximity to resi-
dential and academic facilities.
Firefighters worked to extin-
guish the flames from both the
wreckage and surrounding
buildings. Faiz Ahmed Kidwai
of the Directorate of Civil Avia-
tion said 244 people were on the
flight, though Air India’s official
figure was two fewer, and the
discrepancy is under review.
The Boeing 787 involved in the
crash marks the first time this
aircraft model has experienced
a fatal accident since its intro-

duction in 2009. Boeing has ac-
knowledged the incident and
stated it is collecting more in-
formation. With over 1,000
Dreamliners in operation world-
wide, the crash has renewed
scrutiny of Boeing’s safety
record just days ahead of the
Paris Air Show. India’s Civil
Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu Kinjarapu said relief and
medical support efforts are un-
derway at the crash site. Air In-
dia Chairman Natarajan
Chandrasekaran announced the
creation of a crisis center and
support teams for the families
of the victims, offering condo-
lences and pledging full assis-
tance. The United Kingdom,
with its strong diaspora ties to
India, also committed to provid-
ing support to families affected
both in the U.K. and abroad.
This incident is India’s deadliest
air disaster since 2020 and adds
to a long history of aviation trag-
edies in the region.

Honeymoon Tragedy Bride Accused of
Orchestrating Husband s Murder in India

A shocking twist has emerged in a hon-
eymoon murder case that has captivated
India, as police allege that newlywed
Sonam Raghuvanshi plotted the killing
of her husband, Raja Raghuvanshi, dur-
ing their trip to the northeastern state of
Meghalaya. Sonam, 25, who had been
missing since the incident, is now in po-
lice custody after surrendering to authori-
ties in Uttar Pradesh.

The couple, residents of Indore and mar-
ried in an arranged ceremony on May
11, had traveled to Meghalaya for their
honeymoon. They disappeared just four
days into the trip, prompting a wide-
spread search through dense forest ter-
rain. After a week-long hunt, Raja’s body
was found in a gorge, his throat slit and
personal belongings, including a gold

ring and wallet, missing. Sonam was no- §

where to be found at the time. Initial fears
that Sonam had also been abducted led

;

3

g

One of the suspects is reportedly an ac-
quaintance from Sonam’s workplace.
Despite the charges, Sonam’s father,
Devi Singh, insists she is innocent and
accuses the police of framing her. He
stated that Sonam contacted her brother
late Sunday night using a borrowed
phone, leading to her eventual surren-
der. Meanwhile, Raja’s family remains
divided, with his brother Vipin stating
he would only accept Sonam’s guilt if
she confessed, though he acknowl-
edged that one of the accused had pre-
viously worked with her. Police have not
ruled out the possibility that Sonam may
have had a relationship with one of the
arrested suspects, suggesting a deeper

. conspiracy that is still under investiga-
| tion. The families had previously writ-

| ten to Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

both families to campaign for greater prime suspectin what they describe as arrested in connection with the crime,
a premeditated murder. According to the including individuals from Madhya
police have now charged Sonam as the Meghalaya police, four men have been Pradesh and one from Uttar Pradesh.

action from local authorities. However,

demanding justice and a federal inquiry.
The case has drawn nationwide atten-
tion, raising questions about trust, mo-
tive, and the dark underside of what was
supposed to be a joyful beginning.

Four Decades After Air India Bombing, Families
Still Seek Justice and Recognition in Canada

Forty years after the bombing of Air India
Flight 182, the pain still lingers for families
like that of Mahesh Sharma, who lost his
wife, two daughters, and mother-in-law in
what remains the deadliest terrorist attack
in Canadian history. Sharma, who still
keeps their belongings in a plastic bag
untouched since the tragedy, recalls the
last moments he saw them before their
flight to India. The 1985 explosion, caused
by a bomb planted on the aircraft, killed
all 329 people aboard as the plane flew
over the Atlantic Ocean en route to
London. Among those lost were 286
Canadians, many of them children excited
for a summer vacation. As reported by City
News Toronto The attack, orchestrated by
extremists based in Canada, also involved

a second bombing at Japan’s Narita
Airport that killed two baggage handlers.
Victims were from all walks of life:
scientists, students, and professionals,
including Sharma’s wife Uma, a zoologist,
and his young daughters, Sandhya and
Swati. Despite this being a Canadian
tragedy, many families felt the federal
government treated the incident as a
foreignissue. Survivors and loved ones say
their citizenship was overlooked because
they were immigrants of Indian origin, as
reflected in decades of silence, lack of
support, and a delayed investigation. Dr.
Bal Gupta, who lost his wife Ramwati,
noted the complete absence of Canadian
officials when he arrived in Ireland to
identify her body. He became a key figure

in advocacy through the Air India Victims
Family Association, expressing
disappointment in how the government
failed to act swiftly or acknowledge the
magnitude of their loss. His son, Susheel
Gupta, echoed these sentiments,
describing the neglect they faced as
Canadians mourning their loved ones.
Many relatives emphasize that the
tragedy highlighted a painful divide
between immigrant communities and
the broader Canadian identity. Legal
proceedings dragged on for nearly
two decades, culminating in a trial
that ended in acquittals for two
suspects and only one conviction,
Inderjit Singh Reyat, who admitted to
manslaughter and perjury. Investigations

identified extremist Talwinder Singh
Parmar, founder of Babbar Khalsa, as the
mastermind, though he was never tried
and was later killed by Indian police. A
public inquiry launched in 2006 revealed
significant failures by Canadian agencies
like CSIS and the RCMP, pointing to
missed warnings, inadequate intelligence
sharing, and systemic oversight failures.
As the 40th anniversary approaches on
June 23, designated as Canada’s
National Day of Remembrance for
Victims of Terrorism, families are once
again urging the government to reflect,
recognize, and act. Many are calling for
greater vigilance, accountability, and
education to ensure such a tragedy never
repeats. .
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Severe Thunderstorm Threat Grows Across

Southern Ontario is bracing
for a volatile day of weather as
summer-like heat sets the
stage for potentially severe

thunderstorms  Tuesday
afternoon and evening. With all
hazards possible—including
damaging winds, large hail, and
even a risk of tornadoes—
residents are urged to stay
weather-aware throughout the
day. expected to soar into the
mid- to high-20s across much
of the region, with
southwestern Ontario possibly
touching the 30°C mark. The
combination of heat and
humidity will destabilize the
atmosphere, creating ideal
conditions for  strong
thunderstorms to develop. Dew
points climbing near 20°C by
the afternoon—an unusually
high level for April—will make
it feel muggy, especially inland
away from the cooler lake
influences. The main window
for severe weather will open
between 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
when storms are expected to

Southern Ontario with Tornado Risk Tuesday

become more organized ahead
of an approaching cold front.
Some areas may see multiple
rounds of thunderstorms,
particularly across the Greater
Toronto Area and eastern
Ontario, while southwestern
Ontario faces a more isolated
risk. Severe thunderstorms
that form could bring damaging
wind gusts potentially
exceeding 100 km/h, heavy
downpours, and hailstones
between 2-4 cm in diameter,
with the strongest updrafts
possibly producing hail the size
of ping pong balls. While the
storms will be capable of
intense rainfall, their fast
movement—at speeds over 60
km/h—should minimize
widespread flooding risks. One
of the more concerning
elements for today is the
potential for tornadoes. Low
cloud bases combined with
shifting winds aloft—a
condition known as wind
shear—could allow storms to
develop rotation.
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Peel Regional Police - Charges Laid in
Human Trafficking Investigation

Region of Peel — Investigators from the Peel
Regional Police Specialized Enforcement
Bureau- Vice Unit have arrested and charged a
19-year-old man from Toronto in relation to human
trafficking and firearm possession-related
offences. In April 2025, officers began an
investigation relating to victim involved in the sex
trade within the Region of Peel and throughout
the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). It is alleged
that  the
accused
recruited
a n d
exploited
the victim
into the sex
trade and
took her
earnings.
T h e
accused
moved the
victim
throughout
the GTA
during a five-
month period. At the time of his arrest the
accused was in possession of a loaded .45
calibre handgun and in the company of a person
later identified as a second victim. On April 7,
Nyah Lapierre from Toronto was arrested and
held in custody pending a bail hearing on the
following criminal offences:

Assault

Utter Threat to Cause Death of Bodily Harm
Exercise Control, Direction or Influence Procuring
Trafficking in Persons Receiving Benefit Resulting
from Trafficking in Persons Material Benefit from

PRPnews.ca

fe
a foreign ! (
targeting
Conserva
Valley N
of Beijing, ha

Ql amMm

derogatory

DJUN T EDBEATD] - AQU:metTO

Sexual Services Advertising Sexual Services
Communicate for the Purpose of Obtaining Sexual
Services for Consideration Householder Permitting
Sexual Activity to a Person Between the Ages of 16-
18 Unauthorized Possession of Firearm Knowledge
of Unauthorized Possession of a Firearm Possession
of a Loaded Prohibited or Restricted Firearm
Possession of Firearm, etc. Contrary to Order Failing
to Comply with a Release Order X2 On April 25,
w hile
remaining in
custody,
Lapierre has
b e en
charged with
the following
additional
chargesasa
result of this
ongoing
investigation:
Trafficking in
Persons —
Person
Under 18
Years of Age
Receiving Material Benefit— Person Under 18 Years
of Age Material Benefit from Sexual Services Provided
by Person Under 18 Years of Age Exercise Control,
Direction or Influence — Person Under 18 Years
Investigators believe that there may be more victims
of Human Trafficking and prostitution offences and/
or witnesses to this investigation and are urging
anyone with information to contact them at (905)
453-2121 ext. 3555. Information may also be left
anonymously by calling Peel Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-TIPS (8477), or by visiting
www.peelcrimestoppers.ca.
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Mark Carney’s Election Victory: What It Means for
Canada’s Economy, Trade War, and Political Future

Mark Carney’s election victory in Canada’s
2025 federal race marks a dramatic political shift,
as voters rallied behind a leader seen as best
equipped to handle an intensifying trade war with
the United States. U.S. President Donald
Trump’s aggressive imposition of tariffs on
Canadian goods fueled economic anxiety across
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AND MUCIMOREISY,

OVER A 7F+YEARS

the country. Carney’s background as a central
banker and crisis manager convinced Canadians
that he could steer the nation through one of its
most volatile periods in decades. Following his
victory, Carney outlined an ambitious domestic
agenda focused on rapid action. One of his
signature promises is to double Canada’s annual
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home construction rate, aiming for 500,000 new
homes each year to address the nationwide
housing crisis. He also pledged a middle-class
tax cut, reducing the lowest income bracket from
15 percent to 14 percent, while expanding access
to dental care and scrapping the controversial
consumer carbon levy introduced under Justin
Trudeau. Carney’s government willimmediately
focus on building a new national electricity grid
to reduce dependence on American energy and
strengthen Canada’s clean and traditional energy
sectors. He also committed to raising defense
spending to meet NATO'’s two percent GDP
target, promising $18 billion for new submarines,
icebreakers, and Arctic defenses. These
investments signal a broader push for Canada to
assert greater independence, both economically
and militarily, in response to Trump’s escalating
rhetoric. One of the cornerstone pillars of
Carney’s economic strategy is the establishment
of a $2 billion strategic fund to protect Canada’s
auto sector from American tariffs. His government
also plans to invest $5 billion to diversify
international trade partnerships, reducing
Canada’s economic reliance onthe U.S. These
moves are designed notjust to counterimmediate
tariff threats but to build long-term economic
resilience by strengthening domestic
manufacturing and supply chains. The 2025
election also marked a historic moment for
Canada’s South Asian community. Arecord 24
Indian-origin candidates were elected to
Parliament, with strong showings from both the
Liberal and Conservative parties. Prominent
winners such as Anita Anand, Bardish Chagger,
and Ruby Sahota secured their seats, while
rising figures like Sukhman Singh Gill made
headlines as one of the youngest MPs ever
elected. Their success reflects the growing
influence of Canada’s diverse communities in

shaping the nation’s political future. However,
the election was not kind to all. NDP leader
Jagmeet Singh suffered a crushing defeat in
Burnaby Central, finishing third and stepping
down as party leader. The NDP’s seat count
dropped dramatically, leaving the party at risk of
losing official status in Parliament. Singh’s fall
symbolizes the election’s broader realignment,
where voters prioritized experience and
economic stability over traditional party loyalties.
Pierre Poilievre and the Conservatives also
faced disappointment. Despite early leads in the
polls, Poilievre lost his longtime Carleton seat
to Liberal challenger Bruce Fanjoy. Although the
Conservatives increased their share of the
popular vote, they failed to form government,
raising questions about Poilievre’s leadership
future. Strategic voting and public fears over
Trump’s impact on Canada’s economy likely
tipped the balance in the Liberals’ favor. Carney
is expectedto name a new, smaller cabinet within
two weeks. He plans to introduce fresh faces
such as former Quebec finance minister Carlos
Leitao and ex-Vancouver mayor Gregor
Robertson, while maintaining gender parity and
regional representation. Parliament will be
recalled by late May with a priority to pass the
new budget, enacting promised tax cuts, internal
trade reforms, and a formal end to the consumer
carbon levy. Beyond domestic concerns, Carney
faces urgent international challenges. He plans
to immediately open trade and security
negotiations with the United States. The
upcoming G7 summit in Kananaskis, Alberta,
will be critical, as world leaders are increasingly
at odds with Trump’s trade policies and posture
toward Russia. Carney’s invitation to Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky to the summit
underscores Canada’s continuing commitment
to support Ukraine amid ongoing conflict.
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Canada Election EXxit Polls Reveal Sharp
Generational Divide Over Top Voting Issues

Canadians were deeply split
along generational lines during
Monday’s federal election, with
different age groups prioritizing
different issues at the ballot
box, exit polls conducted by
Ipsos for Global News
reveal.Older Canadians,
particularly those aged 55 and
above, overwhelmingly leaned
toward Mark Carney’s Liberals.
Their top concern was
protecting Canada’s fragile
relationship with the United
States amid tensions with U.S.
President Donald Trump. In
contrast, younger voters aged
18 to 34 largely chose the
Conservatives, prioritizing
affordability, the cost of living,
and economic issues.“What
we’'ve got are two groups of
people: one who remembers a
Canada that worked wonderfully
in the 1970s and 1980s, and
another that doesn’t identify
with that experience today,”
said Darrell Bricker, CEO of
Ipsos Public Affairs. Global
News projects that the Liberals
under Carney will form a
minority government, just short
of the 172 seats needed for a
majority, while the
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Conservatives improved their
standing compared to past
elections but failed to seize
government. Conservative
Leader Pierre Poilievre also lost
his Ottawa-area riding of
Carleton after holding it for 20
years, a stunning upset that
reflects broader changes in
voter sentiment. The Ipsos exit
polling showed that for
Canadians over 55, the
Canada-U.S. relationship was
by far the most important
issue, cited by 43 percent of
respondents in that age group.
Among these voters, the

Liberals were viewed as
overwhelmingly more capable
of handling cross-border
relations, leading the
Conservatives by a massive 65-
point margin. Meanwhile,
younger voters aged 18 to 34
had different priorities. For
them, affordability and cost of
living were the top concerns,
cited by 42 percent of
respondents. Housing,
healthcare, and the economy
closely followed. Only 18
percent of this group said
Canada’s relationship with the

. influenced their vote.

Although the Conservatives had
an advantage over the Liberals
on economic issues,
particularly related to the cost
of living and household
affordability, their margin was
a modest five points — much
narrower than the Liberal
dominance on the U.S.
relationship question. Darrell
Bricker noted that the
collision of these two major
concerns — international
relations for older voters and
economic hardship for younger
voters — explains why Canada
is once again headed toward

minority government territory.
Overall, 38 percent of
Canadians surveyed after voting
said affordability and cost of
living were the most important
issues guiding their decision,
while 23 percent pointed to the
Canada-U.S. relationship.
Other top concerns included
the economy and housing.
Interestingly, 48 percent of all
voters said they believe Canada
is heading in the wrong
direction after a decade of
Liberal rule. About one-third
said they feel the country is
on the right track.
Additionally, one-fifth of
voters strongly agreed with
Pierre Poilievre’s assertion
that “Canada is broken,”
while opinions varied widely
among the rest. Bricker
warned that the context of
widespread dissatisfaction will
make it difficult for Carney’s
Liberals to govern on anything

beyond international
relations with the United
States. Economic
discontent, especially

among younger Canadians,
remains a significant challenge
for the new government.

Argo and City of Brampton Announce
$10.9 Million Smart Transit Partnershlp

Argo Corporation (TSXV:
ARGH) (OTCQX: ARGHF),
leader in next-generation tran-
sit solutions, today signed and
announced a $10.9 million 12-
month pilot with the City of
Brampton to deploy its fully
electric Smart Routing™ tran-
sit system. Launching this sum-
mer, Brampton residents will be
able to request on-demand
rides near their door — all for a
standard fare — with seamless
transfers into Brampton Transit
and GO Transit networks.
“Brampton is a city that thrives
on innovation,” said Mayor
Patrick Brown . “This pilot with
Argo represents our commit-
ment to implementing out-
comes that better serve our
community. By adopting Argo’s
comprehensive system as a
complement to our existing
transit network, we’re bringing

Peel Regiona

Police - Proactive Enforcement Leads to Multip

Brampton to the forefront of tran-
sit innovation while creating
more efficient and accessible
transportation options and ‘last
mile’ solutions for our resi-
dents.”

Argo’s Smart Routing™
platform expands and strength-
ens Brampton Transit’s robust
existing network — making it
easier to use, more accessible
for residents further from tran-
sit stops, and a true alternative
to private cars. The Brampton
pilot builds on Argo’s success-
ful launch in Bradford West
Gwillimbury, expanding its
technology and electric fleet into
one of Canada’s fastest-growing
cities. Smart Routing™: Riders
request trips through a simple
app or phone call; stops are dy-
namically added based on real-
time demand. Argo X1 Vehicle:
Accessible electric vehicles by

Karsan, featuring Argo’s propri-
etary Smart Routing™ hardware
integration. Transit Integration :
Seamless connections into
Brampton Transit and GO Tran-
sit, with full integration into ex-
isting fare systems. “Brampton

is home not only to a thriving
Innovation District, but also to
one of the fastest-growing and
most robust public transit net-
works in the country,” said
Praveen Arichandran, CEO and
co-founder of Argo. “We’re proud

to partner with Brampton on a
global stage to develop ad-
vanced mobility systems,
strengthen existing public tran-
sit infrastructure, and create a
more connected, accessible,
and prosperous future.”

e Arrests & Firearm Seizures

Region of Peel —Officers from the Strategic and
Tactical Enforcement Policing Unit (STEP) have
seized two firearms and laid multiple firearm-
related charges after two separate proactive
investigations in Mississauga. On Friday, April
25, 2025, at 10:25 p.m., police investigated a
vehicle in the area of Shawson Drive and Atlantic
Drive in Mississauga. As a result, a firearm was
seized, and the following two individuals were
arrested and charged with the following criminal
offences: Vincent Chang, a 29-year-old man from
Newmarket was charged with: Possession of
Controlled Substance — Schedule | Cocaine
Unauthorized Possession of a

FirearmPossession of a Loaded Prohibited or
Restricted Firearm Knowledge of Unauthorized
Possession of Firearm Occupant of Motor Vehicle
Knowing There was a Firearm Careless Storage
of Firearm, Weapon, Prohibited Device or
Ammunition Tampering with Serial Number
Hidaya Bouzrara, a 23-year-old man from Toronto
was charged with: Possession of Controlled
Substance — Schedule | Cocaine Unauthorized
Possession of a FirearmPossession of a Loaded
Prohibited or Restricted Firearm Knowledge of
Unauthorized Possession of FirearmOccupant of
Motor Vehicle Knowing There was a Firearm
Careless Storage of Firearm, Weapon, Prohibited

Device or Ammunition Tampering with Serial
Number Both parties were held pending a bail
hearing. On Saturday, April 26, 2025, at 11:47
p.m., police investigated a vehicle in the area
of Torbram Road and Drew Road in Mississauga.
As a result, a firearm was seized, and an
individual was arrested and charged with the
following criminal offences: Jae-Quonne
Hamilton, a 24-year-old man from Toronto was
charged with: Possession of a Weapon Contrary
to Order Unauthorized Possession of a Firearm
Possession of a Prohibited Firearm with
Ammunition. Knowledge of Unauthorized
Possession of a Firearm
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Food Producers of Canada
Welcomes New Liberal Government

FOGD

PRODUCERS
of CANADA

i+l Canadian Quality and Value

Food Producers of Canada
(FPC) extends its congratula-
tions to Prime Minister Mark
Carney , Agriculture, Agri-Food
and Rural Economic Develop-
ment Minister Kody Blois , and
the entire Liberal Party of
Canada on their election victory.

“Food Producers of Canada
(FPC) recognizes the determi-
nation of the Canadian business
community and our industry
partners who worked tirelessly
to ensure our voices remained
strong during the electoral pro-
cess, and our vision was fixed
to the long term. We are eager
to engage with government at all
levels to realize the growth op-
portunities we have outlined in

the form of new investment, im-
proved interprovincial trade,
regulatory reform, and tax relief”
says Denise Allen , FPC’s
President & CEO. FPC’s Chair-
man, Mr. Irv Teper , added his
congratulations to the Liberal
Party on their successful cam-
paign and thanked its leader-
ship for its focus on the agri-
food sector as a key contribu-
tor to Canada’s economy. Allen
continued, “We embrace the
future with greater clarity hav-
ing aligned the broader indus-
try on our shared priorities
which include expansion of our
domestic economy through in-
terprovincial trade while forg-
ing new and beneficial trade

relationships throughout the
free world. We will re-estab-
lish our path to prosperity and
face our external threats,
united, and as a sovereign na-
tion. Canada’s agri-food in-
dustry holds the potential to
greatly enhance our food sov-
ereignty and national security
through food-based manufac-
turing jobs while we reach
new markets with the com-
mitment of Canadian quality
and value in food production”.
FPC looks forward to meet-
ing with government officials,
and Parliamentarians to be-
gin advancing key priorities
with the urgency needed to

food-based

businesses trade uncertainty and the im-

support Canadian leaders of through significant global pacts of US tariffs.

TSX Returns to Positive Territory for 2025  Durham Region Urges Caution Around
2 Canadlans Volte for Economic Stability

Canada’s main stockmdex
rose on Monday as voters
headed to the polls, with in-
vestors optimistic that the
election outcome will bring
much-needed clarity to the
nation’s economic future. The
Toronto Stock Exchange’s
S&P/TSX Composite Index
closed up 88.08 points, or 0.4
percent, at 24,798.59. It
marked the first time since
early April that the index fin-
ished above its 2024 year-end
level, fueled by recent hopes
that global trade tensions
could ease following
Canada’s political reset. Poll-
ing ahead of the vote indicated

Who Exact

Mark Carney, the former Governor
of the Bank of England and the
Bank of Canada, has officially
become Canada’s new prime
minister following a historic election
victory. Although he had only
recently been sworn in after the
resignation of Justin Trudeau,
Carney called a snap election to
secure a public mandate — and
won convincingly on Monday,
positioning himself as the leader
best equipped to navigate the
country through turbulent
economic times. Carney’s
background is highly unusual for
a political leader. Prior to entering
politics, he had never held
elected office. Instead, he built
his reputation as a trusted

the ruling Liberal Party was
favored to win the most seats,
but the opposition Conserva-
tives had significantly narrowed
the gap. Regardless of which
party ultimately formed the
next government, analysts
suggested that Canada is on
track to elect a more business-
friendly leadership than in pre-
vious years, with both major
parties proposing policies
aimed at boosting economic
growth. “The Canadian
economy craves certainty,”
said Shiraz Ahmed, senior port-
folio manager and founder of
Sartorial Wealth at Raymond
James. “No matter which can-

economic crisis manager,
steering Canada through the 2008
global financial crash and later
stabilizing the United Kingdom’s
economy through the Brexit
referendum while leading the
Bank of England. His leadership
credentials and steady hand
during past global crises were
central to his election campaign,
especially with the added
pressure of dealing with U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
escalating trade war against
Canada. Born in Fort Smith,
Northwest Territories, Carney’s
roots are deeply Canadian,
although he holds Irish ancestry
and previously acquired British
citizenship during his years

didate prevails, their policies
will provide the market with a
clearer economic direction
domestically.” Several major
sectors helped lift the TSX.
Financials, the index’s most
heavily weighted group, along
with technology and energy
stocks, each gained 0.4 per-

d cent on the day. Energy
¢ shares rose despite a dip in

oil prices, with crude settling

{ 1.5 percent lower at $62.05

per barrel due to ongoing con-

f cerns about global demand.

Meanwhile, gold prices
climbed by 1 percent, giving
a boost to metal mining com-
panies. As a result, the mate-
rials sector ended the session
up 0.3 percent. However, not
all sectors shared in the rally.
Industrials slipped by 0.5 per-
cent, weighed down by weak-
ness in railroad stocks, while
the healthcare sector posted
the sharpest decline, falling
1.4 percent. As Canada
awaits the final election re-
sults, investors are position-
ing for a more stable and
growth-oriented economic en-
vironment, signaling cautious
optimism for the remainder of
2025.

abroad. Recently, he pledged to
renounce his Irish and British
citizenships, affirming his
complete commitment to
Canada. A graduate of Harvard
University and Oxford University,
Carney’s academic focus on
competition and economic
resilience has deeply influenced
his approach to policymaking.
After leaving the private sector in
2003, Carney quickly rose
through the ranks at the Bank of
Canada, becoming its governor in
2007, just before the global
financial crisis hit. His proactive
communication and willingness
to keep interest rates low helped
Canada weather the recession
better than most countries.

Wildlife During Rabies Awareness Month

As May marks Rabies
Awareness Month, Durham
Region Health Department is
urging residents to take extra
precautions when encounter-

ing wildlife, particularly in out-
door spaces and residential
areas. The reminder comes in
response to ongoing concerns
about rabies exposure, espe-
cially after six bats in the re-
gion tested positive for the vi-
rus in 2024. Rabies, a viral dis-
ease spread through the saliva
of infected animals, remains
almost always fatal once
symptoms appear. It can be

When he moved to the Bank
of England, he brought
modernization to the historic
institution, introducing new
transparency measures and
making controversial but
impactful interventions during
both the Scottish
independence and Brexit
referendums. Carney’s global
financial career often brought him
face-to-face with Donald Trump’s
economic policies. From 2011 to
2018, he chaired the Financial
Stability Board, coordinating
global regulatory responses
during Trump’s first presidency.
More recently, Carney has
spoken out forcefully against
Trump’s aggressive trade tactics

transmitted to humans through
bites, scratches, or even con-
tact with infected saliva enter-
ing the body through an open
wound. While preventable, the
disease requires
immediate action
following poten-
tial exposure.
Wild animals
such as bats,
foxes, skunks,
and raccoons are
most commonly
associated with
rabies in Ontario.
® Residents are ad-
vised to avoid all
| contact with
hese species.
w2 Children, in par-
“ 1 ticular, should be
”‘taught to steer
clear of sick or injured animals
and report any encounters to
a responsible adult. If a wild
animal is discovered on school
grounds, the Health Depart-
ment recommends safely con-
taining it without physical con-
tact and notifying authorities
for further guidance. The
Health Department has also
issued a list of practical pre-
cautions.

y Is Mark Carney? Megt Ganada's New Prime Minister and Economic Crisis Manager

toward Canada, even comparing
Trump’s annexation comments
to the villain Voldemort from the
Harry Potter series.Despite
years of dismissing political
ambitions — once joking about
preferring to become a “circus
clown” over a politician — Carney
entered Canadian politics earlier
this year after Trudeau’s
resignation triggered a leadership
crisis within the Liberal Party.
After decisively winning the
Liberal leadership race against
Chrystia Freeland, Carney
pitched himself as the steady,
experienced hand needed to
stand up to Trump and guide
Canada through economic
instability.
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Jonathan Pedneault Resigns After Green Party
Collapse, Admits Failure to Deliver Breakthrough

Green Party co-leader Jonathan
Pedneault announced his
resignation on Wednesday,
taking full responsibility for the
party’s devastating performance
in the 2025 federal election.
Pedneault, who failed to secure
a seat in Parliament and led the
Greens through one of their
weakest national showings in
recent memory, submitted his
resignation effective immediately.
“l recognize that we were not able
to break through in a way that
could shift the course of our
country — and that is a
responsibility | must carry,” he
wrote in a statement shared
online. “l therefore hereby submit
my resignation.” - Pedneault, a
seasoned human rights

investigator and documentary
filmmaker, joined longtime MP
Elizabeth May as co-leader of the
Greens in February. Despite his
credentials and global advocacy
background, he placed a distant
fifth in the riding of Outremont on
Montreal Island, gathering just
over 4,500 votes while Liberal
candidate Rachel Bandayan
secured more than 26,000. This
was Pedneault’s second
unsuccessful attempt at entering
federal politics. He had previously
run in the 2023 byelection for the
neighbouring Notre-Dame-de-
Grace—Westmount riding and
was similarly defeated. In his
resignation letter, he reflected on
both losses, writing, “Twice now,
I have failed to convince my fellow

citizens to send me to Ottawa.”

Election night delivered a stark outcome for the Greens.

Ontario Taking Action to Protect Parks and Public Spaces

The Ontario government is
protecting communities by re-
introducing legislation that will
provide municipalities and
police with the enhanced tools
they need to end
encampments and clean up our
parks and public spaces. The
Safer Municipalities Act will, if
passed, put protecting the
safety of all residents first by
helping clear public spaces
and end the public use of illegal
drugs.“We have heard loud and
clear from the people of
Ontario: They want their parks
and public spaces to be
protected and safe for everyone
to enjoy,” said Rob Flack,
Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing. “Municipal leaders
have asked for more tools and
support to end encampments
and public illegal drug use, and
we will do whatever is
necessary to help
municipalities get the job done
and help those facing addiction
and mental health
challenges.”Ontario is
investing $75.5 million to further
support homelessness
prevention and provide people
living in encampments with

access to reasonable
alternative accommodation.
This includes: $50 million to
help create 1,239 additional
housing units, including 815
long-term affordable and
supportive housing units

across the province. $20
million to create 971
additional shelter and
temporary accommodation
spaces, including modular
units, which provide people
living in encampments with

_ the

g million

accessible alternative options.
$5.5 million to top up the
Canada-Ontario Housing
Benefit (COHB) to
immediately free-up
emergency shelter spaces for
people living in encampments
by helping approximately
1,000 people living in shelters
move into longer-term housing.
These funds build on the
nearly $400 million Ontario
and the federal government
invested in COHB between
2023 and 2024. These
investments are in addition to
province’s annual
investment of nearly $700
in homelessness
prevention programs, as well
as investing nearly $550
million to create 28
Homelessness and Addiction
Recovery Treatment (HART)
Hubs, nine of which have
already opened as of April 1,
2025. To protect community
safety in parks and public
spaces, the legislation
introduced today includes
amendments to the Trespass
to Property Act, which, if
passed, would help clear
encampments by enhancing

penalties for people who
deliberately and continually
break the law by adding the new
aggravating factors of continuous
trespassing and the likelihood to
reoffend. The government
is further protecting communities
by also re-introducing the
Restricting Public Consumption
of lllegal Substances Act that
will, if passed, allow police
officers and other provincial
offences officers to direct
individuals to stop using illegal
substances or to leave the public
space. This will allow them to
issue a ticket or arrest someone
who does not comply, providing
an important additional tool to
stop the consumption of illegal
drugs in public spaces. People
found guilty of violating this
legislation, including those doing
so in encampments, could face
fines of up to $10,000 or up to
six months in prison. As part of
the province’s focus on long-term
treatment and recovery, the
government is exploring new
judicial approaches that provide
the option of rehabilitation as an
alternative to incarceration in the
event of minor or non-violent drug
crimes.

Liberals Win Fourth Term but Stumble in Ontario, Here's Why

The Liberals captured 69 Ontario seats with
49.6% of the vote, but the Conservatives
followed closely with 53 seats and 44% of
the popular vote—a net gain of 16 seats for
them and a loss of nine for the Liberals.
The NDP, meanwhile, was completely wiped
out in Ontario, losing all five of its seats.
Dan Arnold, a former strategist for Justin
Trudeau and now with Pollara, noted that
while the result may seem strong relative
to earlier projections, losing key ridings in
Ontario ultimately cost the Liberals their
majority. “Their inability to hold ground in
Ontario is probably the reason it’s a
minority, not a majority,” Arnold said.
Conservatives made unexpected gains in
areas like Brampton West, Vaughan-
Woodbridge, Cambridge, and Markham-
Unionville. High-profile Liberals like Kamal
Khera, who once won Brampton West by over
20 points, were defeated by wide margins.

Conversely, the Liberals did see stronger
performances in Ottawa and downtown
Toronto, even managing to flip Conservative
Leader Pierre Poilievre’s seat in Carleton.
Analysts say the shift in Ontario came down
to pressing local concerns. Affordability,
housing costs, and rising crime—particularly
in the 905 region—drove voters toward the
Conservatives. David Coletto of Abacus Data
noted that Gen X and millennial homeowners
disillusioned by higher mortgage payments
during the Trudeau era were particularly
swayed by Poilievre’s message. he collapse
of the NDP in the province also played a role.
While the Liberals benefitted from former
NDP support in some areas like
Peterborough, other regions saw left-leaning
votes split between Liberals and NDP
incumbents, allowing Conservative
candidates to win ridings like London
Fanshawe and Windsor West.
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Ontario and Quebec ice storm causes
$342 million in insured damage

A severe ice storm that hit parts of Ontario and
Quebec one month ago caused $342 million in
insured damage, according to initial estimates from
Catastrophe Indices and Quantification Inc. (CatlQ).
This storm resulted in many downed trees and
power lines, flooded basements and damaged
vehicles. In total, more than one million homes
and businesses in Ontario and around 70,000
properties in Quebec experienced power outages.
In some instances, properties were without power
for over a week due to strong winds and heavy
rainfall that prevented hydro crews from completing
necessary restoration work. “Many people had
their lives disrupted and property damaged from
this event. Insurers are here to help residents and
businesses recover and rebuild from this storm,”
said Amanda Dean, Vice-President, Ontario and
Atlantic, Insurance Bureau of Canada (IBC).
“First responders deserve our appreciation as
they worked so diligently to protect lives and
properties following this event. Our member
insurers are the second responders and have
been on the ground since day one. They will
continue to work with policyholders whose
property was damaged. If you were impacted
by the ice storm, it is important to call your

insurance provider as soon as possible to start
the claims process.” The frequency and severity
of flooding and extreme weather in Ontario ,
Quebec and across Canada continue to increase
each year. IBC is collaborating with the provincial
and federal governments to help find solutions
to mitigate the risks of severe weather and
outline what governments can do to help build
more resilient communities. “Storms of this
magnitude can take significant emotional and
financial tolls on those affected,” added Dean.
“As the recovery and rebuilding process moves
forward, residents should stay in close contact
with their insurance representatives and
adjusters. This includes checking in on
contractor availability and understanding how it
may influence the timing of your claim. Anyone
with general auto, home or business insurance
questions can also contact IBC’s Consumer
Information Centre at 1-844-2ASK-IBC or by
email at ONCIC@ibc.ca .” Severe weather is
getting worse. And we are all paying the price.
To protect Canadians from ever-escalating
natural catastrophes, there are meaningful steps
that governments can take to adapt to extreme
weather.

What Mark Carney’s Election Win Means
for Canada’s Trade War with Trump

With his decisive election victory, Prime
Minister Mark Carney is preparing to confront
one of the most daunting economic challenges
facing Canada in recent memory: an escalating
trade war triggered by U.S. President Donald
Trump. Carney, a former central banker and
financial executive, is now tasked with leading
a nation grappling with steep tariffs, economic
uncertainty, and a global shift in trade
alliances. Trump’s Tariffs Spark Economic
Tensions Earlier this year, President Trump
introduced sweeping tariffs targeting nearly
every major trade partner. Canada was hit
particularly hard, with 25% duties on key
exports—autos, steel, aluminum—and an
additional 10% tariff on energy imports. These
measures have already strained cross-border
trade and created ripple effects throughout the
Canadian economy. In response, Canada
implemented counter-tariffs on $60 billion
worth of American goods. But with economic
pain rising, Carney has promised to go further.
Carney’s Strategy: Counterforce and
Economic Resilience At a recent press
conference, Carney accused Trump of
attempting to “divide and weaken” Canada and
announced a $2 billion strategic response fund
aimed at protecting workers and stabilizing
the automotive supply chain. His broader plan
focuses on: Strengthening domestic auto and
mineral production Delivering financial relief
to industries affected by tariffs Accelerating
approval of energy projects Investing $5 billion

in trade diversification to reduce reliance on
U.S. markets Bolstering agriculture and food
security through new funding initiatives
Carney’s campaign leaned heavily into
economic nationalism, offering a sharp
contrast to Trump’s aggressive stance and
vowing to protect Canadian sovereignty. Global
Impact: Tariffs Reshape Trade Relationships
The global reaction to the trade war has been
swift. Businesses and consumers alike are
adjusting to higher costs, while stock markets
have grown volatile amid uncertainty. Countries
around the world are reassessing their trade
strategies—many, like Canada, seeking to
reduce dependence on U.S. trade.
Governments from Europe to Asia are now
eyeing Canada as a potential alternative
partner, creating opportunities for Carney’s
international trade push to gain traction. A
Trusted Crisis Manager in Unstable Times
Carney’s credentials—Governor of the Bank
of Canada during the 2008 financial crisis and
head of the Bank of England through Brexit—
played a key role in securing voter trust. His
private-sector experience, including leading
ESG strategy at Brookfield Asset
Management, further cemented his reputation
as a steady hand during turbulent times. In his
victory speech, Carney acknowledged the
gravity of the moment: “Trump is trying to
break us so that America can own us. That
will never, ever happen. But we must also
recognize that our world has fundamentally

changed.” What Lies Ahead Political experts
agree: this election was as much about
economic competence as policy promises.
Carney’s background may have been the
deciding factor for voters anxious about
inflation, global instability, and Canada’s
economic future. Yet the pressure is on. As
University of Toronto political scientist

Christopher Cochrane put it, “What you wantis a
leader who can respond effectively to the conditions
they’re confronted with and make the right choice.”
With the U.S. trade relationship on a knife’s edge
and the global economy in flux, Carney’s
leadership in the coming months will shape
Canada’s future not only in Parliament—but on
the world stage.

Ontario Plans New Law Allowing Police to Seize Devices Used in Car Thefts

The Ontario government an-
nounced plans Tuesday to intro-
duce new legislation that would
empower police to search for and
seize electronic devices used in
auto thefts, as part of a broader
effort to combat organized crime
and violent carjackings across the
province. Transportation Minister
Prabmeet Sarkaria said at a news
conference in Brampton that the
new legislation will amend the High-
way Traffic Act, allowing authorities
to confiscate FOB programming
devices, scanners, and

smartphones equipped with apps
capable of stealing vehicles. The
law would provide exemptions for
licensed auto dealers, repair
shops, and roadside assistance
personnel using such devices for
legitimate purposes.“For far too
long, organized criminals have
been wreaking havoc across our
province, targeting innocent vehicle
owners,” Sarkaria said. “Every fam-
ily in this province deserves peace
of mind knowing their homes and
their vehicles are safe.” Sarkaria
emphasized that individuals caught

using these devices illegally would
face serious legal consequences.
The Ford government’s push
comes as Ontario reports a 16 per
centdecrease in auto thefts in 2024
compared to the previous year, fol-
lowing several crime-fighting
initiatives.Despite this progress,
Sarkaria noted that more work re-
mains. The government will also
make its auto theft prosecution
response team permanent, focus-

ing on “hot spot” regions including and Windsor. Since its launch in vised on more than 20 major in-
Toronto, Ottawa, London, April2024,the team has assisted vestigations involving 1,700 stolen
Brampton, Newmarket, Durham, with over 80 prosecutions and ad- or targeted vehicles.
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The Ontario government
announced plans Tuesday to
introduce new legislation that
would empower police to search
for and seize electronic devices
used in auto thefts, as part of a
broader effort to combat
organized crime and violent

carjackings across the
province.
Transportation Minister

Prabmeet Sarkaria said at a
news conference in Brampton
that the new legislation will
amend the Highway Traffic Act,

allowing authorities to
confiscate FOB programming
devices, scanners, and

smartphones equipped with
apps capable of stealing
vehicles. The law would provide
exemptions for licensed auto
dealers, repair shops, and
roadside assistance personnel
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using such devices for
legitimate purposes.

“For far too long, organized
criminals have been wreaking
havoc across our province,
targeting innocent vehicle
owners,” Sarkaria said. “Every
family in this province deserves
peace of mind knowing their
homes and their vehicles are
safe.”

Sarkaria emphasized that
individuals caught using these
devices illegally would face
serious legal consequences.
The Ford government’s push
comes as Ontario reports a 16
per cent decrease in auto
thefts in 2024 compared to the
previous year, following several
crime-fighting initiatives.
Despite this progress,
Sarkaria noted that more work
remains. The government will
also make its auto theft
prosecution response team
permanent, focusing on “hot

spot” regions including
Toronto, Ottawa, London,
Brampton, Newmarket,
Durham, and Windsor. Since
its launch in April 2024, the
team has assisted with over
80 prosecutions and advised
on more than 20 major
investigations involving 1,700
stolen or targeted
vehicles.Associate Solicitor
General for Auto Theft and
Bail Reform Zee Hamid
highlighted that auto theft is
more than just a financial
loss—it deeply affects
people’'s sense of safety and
emotional wellbeing. “Auto
theft attacks safety and
security and takes a drastic
toll on emotional well-being,”
he said. Peel Regional Police
Deputy Chief Nick Milinovich
praised the proposed
legislation, noting that efforts
to combat keyless-entry
device thefts have already
yielded success. Peel Region
saw a 14 per cent drop in auto
thefts in 2024, and a dramatic
45 per cent decline in the first
quarter of 2025, equating to
roughly $60 million worth of
vehicles not stolen.Milinovich
called the move “another step
forward” in dismantling
organized crime networks and
protecting communities across
Ontario.

Jagmest Singh’s Leadership Leaves NDP in

The federal NDP has been left
in political ruins after a crushing
election loss that saw the party

reduced to just seven seats
across the country, marking
one of the worst performances

in its history. Jagmeet Singh,
who led the party for nearly a
decade, resigned in disgrace
Monday night after not only
losing the national campaign—
but also his own Burnaby
Central riding. What was once
a powerful voice for Canada’s
working class has been
hollowed out under Singh’s
watch. In British Columbia, a
province that helped build the
NDP’s national reputation, the
party collapsed from holding 13
seats to just three. Across rural
areas and longtime NDP

Again as Carbon Tax
Debate Heats Up

That brief drop followed Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s decision
to scrap the consumer carbon tax
as the federal election campaign
began, offering Canadians some
welcome relief at the pumps. But
energy expert Dan McTeague
warned at the time that the
savings wouldn’t last, predicting
a 40-cent spike once a new
industrial carbon tax replaces the
old system. McTeague, president
of Canadians for Affordable
Energy and a former Liberal MP,
now says the climb back to pre-
election prices is already
underway. He believes it's only a
matter of time before Canadians
are paying $1.60 or more per litre,
especially once the government
introduces its promised industrial
pricing model for emissions.
Carney, a longtime advocate for
net-zero policies and former UN
climate envoy, has made it clear

that ending reliance on fossil
fuels remains a top priority.
Though the new tax system isn’t
in place yet, market patterns and
seasonal fuel adjustments are
already driving prices up—and
more increases are likely once
new climate policies are formally
enacted. McTeague argues that
whether the carbon cost is levied
directly at consumers or through
industry credits, the end result
is the same: higher prices
passed down to the public. He
also fears broader economic
effects, warning of a weaker
Canadian dollar, reduced energy
exports, and the potential for
recession. For now, GTAdrivers
are bracing for the return of high
fuel prices, with McTeague
quipping that the brief “gas price
holiday” is over and Canadians
should be prepared to open their
wallets once again.

Ruing Atter Historic Collapse

ridings, voters turned away in
droves, rejecting what many
saw as a platform disconnected
from their priorities. Singh’s
campaign leaned heavily into
issues of international politics,
climate rhetoric, and identity
politics, while ignoring everyday
concerns like food inflation,
housing costs, and job security.
Party strategist Jeff Ferrier said
the NDP under Singh had
“forgotten its whole reason for
being” and lost sight of its
working-class roots. “It was
farmers and workers who built

this party. Instead, the message
became about criminalizing oil
and gas ads and banning hockey
rinks,” he said. The results were
catastrophic. Singh finished third
in his own riding, and his loss
marked the first time in decades
that a federal NDP leader failed
to secure a seat. Only three
NDP MPs survived in British
Columbia: Jenny Kwan in
Vancouver East, Don Davies in
Vancouver Kingsway, and Gord
Johns in Courtenay-Alberni. All
other island and mainland ridings
turned red or blue.

Canada Bracing for Economic Slowdown as Trade Uncertainty Looms

Canada’s economy is
expected to weaken over the next
two quarters, with new analysis
from Deloitte projecting a
slowdown driven by trade
uncertainty, consumer hesitation,
and weakening business
investment. The firm’s latest
economic outlook, released this
week, warns that growth will slip
into negative territory during the
second and third quarters of 2025,
with real gross domestic product
forecastto contractby 1.1 percent
and 0.9 percent respectively.
Despite this mid-year downturn,
earlier strength in the economy is
expected to cushion the overall
impact, keeping annual growth in
the positive at 1.2 percent. But

Deloitte’s chief economist Dawn
Desjardins cautions that rising
global uncertainty—particularly
regarding U.S. tariffs—could
create a more difficult environment
for both consumers and
businesses across Canada. Inan
interview with BNN Bloomberg,
Desjardins emphasized that the
real danger lies in the
unpredictability of trade relations.
Although Canadian goods currently
benefit from exemptions under the
United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA), that
protection could vanish if U.S.
policy changes. If Canada loses its
USMCA carve-outs, the report
projects a long-term impact with
real GDP permanently dropping

by around three percent by
2030. “If those exemptions are
removed, it would significantly
limit our access to the U.S.
market,” Desjardins said. “That
would ripple through our entire
economy, from trade and
investment to jobs and household
spending.” The report also
forecasts that business
investment will retreat this year,
with non-residential investment
falling by nearly one percent.
Inflation, meanwhile, is
expected to rise toward the
upper end of the Bank of
Canada’s target range before
gradually returning to two
percent by the end of the year.
While companies may be able

to absorb short-term cost
pressures, shrinking profit
margins are likely to push
consumer prices higher over
time. According to Deloitte,
even in the absence of
worsening trade conditions,
Canadian households and
businesses are already
growing more cautious. A
slowdown in consumer
spending is projected to
accompany the drop in
investment, reflecting broader
concerns about job security
and cost of living. The report
adds that although the recent
federal election has provided
some clarity, many are still
choosing to hold off on major

purchases or investments. In
light of these vulnerabilities,
Deloitte’s analysts argue that
Canada should take this
moment to rethink long-term
strategy. The report
encourages a focus on
productivity improvements,
reducing reliance on U.S.
trade, cutting through
regulatory red tape, and
addressing interprovincial
trade barriers. While the
economic outlook is not
catastrophic, it signals a critical
period ahead—one that could
either deepen Canada’s
dependence on a fragile trade
relationship or spark a push for
structural reform and resilience.
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Carney to Meet Trump in Washington
Amid Trade Tensions and Security Talks

Prime Minister Mark Carney
will travel to Washington on
Tuesday for his first face-to-face
meeting with U.S. President
Donald Trump, just weeks after
leading the Liberals to a
minority government. The high-
stakes meeting will focus on
resolving escalating trade
tensions, particularly U.S.

tariffs imposed on Canada under
the pretext of curbing fentanyl
imports and addressing trade
imbalances. Carney made the
announcement Friday during
his first press conference since
the federal election. The
meeting, he said, is expected
to be “difficult but constructive,”
and will aim to lay the

groundwork for a potential new
trade and security agreement
with the United States. The
timing of the meeting is
notable—Carney has yet to
name his full cabinet—but it
underscores the urgency of
addressing U.S. tariffs that
Canadian officials argue are
unjustified. The White House
has cited the northern flow of
fentanyl as a reason for
imposing the levies, though
data shows only small
quantities of the drug have been
intercepted at the Canada-U.S.
border. Carney, speaking in
both English and French, said
Canada does not understand
the rationale for those tariffs and
intends to press the issue.
When asked by a reporter
whether he fears being
blindsided in Washington—as
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy reportedly was

Canadian Tire Joins Bidding

earlier this year—Carney said
he will arrive well-prepared. “You
go to these meetings
understanding the objectives of
your counterpart and always
acting in the best interests of
Canada,” he said, adding that
he is ready to navigate the “zigs
and zags” of negotiations.
President Trump has repeatedly
mischaracterized the U.S.-
Canada economic relationship,
falsely claiming the U.S.
subsidizes Canada by $200
billion annually. In reality, the
U.S. had a $63.3 billion trade
deficit with Canada in 2024—a
figure that has decreased
slightly since 2023 and does not
constitute a subsidy. Carney
campaigned on his ability to
manage Canada’s complex
relationship with Trump, who
has pushed aggressive trade
policies and floated provocative
statements—including, at

times, the suggestion of making
Canada a U.S. state. While
Trump softened his tone during
Canada’s election campaign
and recently referred to Carney
as a “very nice gentleman,” he
revived annexation talk just days
before the vote. Carney
confirmed that annexation was
not discussed during his post-
election call with Trump, and
reiterated that Canadians
overwhelmingly reject any such
notion. “We’re meeting as
heads of government to discuss
our partnership,” Carney said.
“I will fight for the best deal for
Canada and only accept what's
best for Canada, taking as much
time as necessary.”The
upcoming meeting marks a key
test for Carney as he prepares
to navigate a volatile bilateral
relationship that will be closely
watched both domestically and
abroad.

War for Hudson’s Bay
Assets Amid Creditor
Protection Sale

Canadian Tire has reportedly entered the race to acquire
assets from Hudson’s Bay, the iconic Canadian department
store chain currently under creditor protection. According

to sources familiar with the proceedings, the retailer has
submitted a bid focused on acquiring portions of Hudson’s

Bay’s valuable intellectual property portfolio.

The bid from Canadian Tire—best
known for its vast network of 1,700
stores across banners like SportChek,
Mark’s, and Party City—adds
significant weight to a competitive field.
While Canadian Tire has not officially
commented, insiders say its interest
centers around brands like Zellers,
GlucksteinHome, Hudson North, and
the heritage Stripes label. Hudson’s Bay
began liquidating its 80 Bay locations
and 16 Saks-branded stores earlier this
year after filing for creditor protection.
The company’s extensive intellectual

property and real estate leases are now
up for grabs, with a formal bid deadline
passing at 5 p.m. on April 30. Joining
Canadian Tire in the bidding is Toronto-
based investment manager Urbana
Corp., which has publicly confirmed its
offer for the company’s intellectual
assets. CEO Thomas Caldwell
emphasized a long-term investment
approach, asserting that this move
reflects a desire to support and preserve
Canadian legacy brands.

Another potential contender is B.C.
billionaire mall owner Weihong Liu.

Through her firm Central Walk, Liu has
expressed interest in acquiring and
operating several Bay store locations,
pledging to restore the retailer to its
former prominence. Court documents
also reveal that 18 unnamed parties
have expressed interest in 65 of the
company’s store leases, with several
expected to participate in the asset

— e

auction as well. The final wave of bids
is now under evaluation, as Hudson’s
Bay’s advisors consider offers that could
shape the future of one of Canada’s
oldest brands. The outcome will likely
hinge on a mix of strategic vision,
financial strength, and national
sentiment tied to preserving a company
founded more than 350 years ago.

Pakistan Shuts Schools, Builds Bunkers as Fears of Indian Strike Mount in Kashmir

Tensions between India and Pakistan
have surged again, prompting widespread
precautionary measures in Pakistan-
administered Kashmir, where authorities
have closed over 1,000 religious schools
and residents are preparing underground
bunkers amid fears of animminent Indian
military strike. The escalation follows a
deadly gun attack in Indian-administered
Pahalgam on April 22 that claimed 26
lives. India has blamed Pakistan-based
militants for the assault, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi granting his
military “complete operational freedom”
to respond. Pakistan has denied any
involvement but claims it has “credible
evidence” of a potential retaliatory strike
from India within 24 to 36 hours.
Pakistan’s Information Minister Attaullah
Tarar announced the intelligence warning
in a televised address, saying the
government has begun taking defensive

measures. Among them is the closure of
madrassas across the region for a 10-
day period, a decision confirmed by local
religious officials and tied directly to fears
of cross-border escalation.

Roughly 1.5 million residents live
near the Line of Control (LoC), the de facto
border dividing Indian and Pakistani-
administered Kashmir. In areas like
Chakothi, locals are reinforcing mud-
walled bunkers or building new ones
where possible. “For one week we have
been living in constant fear, particularly
concerning the safety of our children,”
said Iftikhar Ahmad Mir, a local
shopkeeper. Emergency services in
Muzaffarabad have begun conducting
safety drills with schoolchildren, training
them in basic first aid and fire response
in the event of an attack. Eleven-year-
old Ali Raza told AFP he had learned how
to carry the wounded and extinguish

fires, reflecting the growing unease in the
region. In India, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi chaired a second high-level Cabinet
Committee on Security meeting this
week to review the situation and weigh
military options. While no official course
of action has been announced, India has
a range of precedent options, including
covert ground operations, airstrikes, and
precision surgical strikes—tactics it has
employed in past retaliatory efforts such
as the 2016 Uri attack response and the
2019 Balakot airstrikes following the
Pulwama bombing. India has also
responded diplomatically and
economically. On Wednesday, it closed
its airspace to Pakistani aircraft, days
after Islamabad implemented a reciprocal
ban on Indian airlines.

Meanwhile, cross-border
skirmishes have continued, with Indian
and Pakistani forces exchanging fire

along the LoC for several consecutive
nights. No casualties have been
confirmed, but the sustained gunfire
reflects heightened military readiness
on both sides. Internationally,
diplomatic efforts to ease tensions are
underway. U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio urged both countries to
de-escalate during calls with Pakistani
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Indian Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar. Rubio
also encouraged Pakistan to
cooperate in the investigation into the
Kashmir attack, which India views as
an act of cross-border terrorism. UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
has offered his assistance to both
parties, expressing concern about the
possibility of further conflict and
emphasizing the need to prevent a
wider confrontation.



cesinG -
Immigration GPSINGH

939" ¢ e Rt ol Ao @9
Licenced Immigration Consultant

Refugee Cases ~ Case Appeal
Family PR Citizenship
Study Permit Passport
SuperVisa PR Card renew
Visitor Visa

B3]

Gaganpreel Singh
Hearing Practice (yiggo. RCIC-IRB)

5145597525 @ 5146131608  Commissioner of Oath

7914 Rue Lefebvre, LaSalle, QC HBN 2A8

DESI TIMES WEEKLY

’260(1/ INTERNATIONAL EDITION

Desi Timés

www.desitimes.ca

|uQCNA|

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #516

Matrimonial

Canadian Well settled Sikh khatri
yfgemg & mru=t Canadian Born 1993
Born &3dt ow 5 g< 9 f&9, Accounting
&t Degree Holder Air Canada € Head
Quater Finance department feg o

9ot BE B2 € B3 I &3S Canadian
Born ufgwr f&fumr well settled ufeema
T IS AT HET A9 AT 991 T9gTd JIeT
J2 e 6 g I €=t Trim a9eT 9= |

Please Send Biodata and

Pictures. Contact : Cell 514-465-
8920, Whatsapp 514-465-8920

FRIDAY, 13 JUNE 2025

Poilievre to Run in Alberta Byelection After
Losmg Seat Carney Promises Quick Vote

P0|I|evre expressed gratltude
to Kurek on social media,
writing, “It is with humility and
appreciation that | have
accepted Damien Kurek’s offer
to resign his seat.” He pledged
to “earn the trust of the good
people of Battle River—Crowfoot”
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and continue holdlng the Liberal
minority government to account.
Kurek, who first won the riding
in 2019, was re-elected with
nearly 82% of the vote, one of
the safest Conservative seats in
the country. Prime Minister
Mark Carney said Friday he

would call the byelection “as
soon as possible” once the
resignation is formalized. “No
games, nothing. Straight,”

4 Carney stated at his first press

conference since winning the
election. Poilievre’s loss in

| Carleton—by more than 4,300

votes to Liberal candidate Bruce
Fanjoy—was a significant
upset, ending a 20-year tenure
in the riding. Despite leading his
party to its fourth consecutive
defeat against the Liberals,
Poilievre remains Conservative
leader for now, though he
temporarily loses his role as
Leader of the Official
Opposition. The Conservative
caucus is expected to meet

Tuesday to invoke provisions of
the Reform Act, allowing MPs to
decide whether to initiate a
leadership review or appoint an
interim leader until Poilievre wins
a new seat. While there is no
formal challenge yet, the
process used to oust Erin
O’Toole in 2022 remains
available. Meanwhile, Carney
confirmed he will not pursue a
formal agreement with the NDP
to secure a working majority.
While the Liberals are four seats
short of a majority, Carney
insisted the party’s election
results—including the highest
number of votes in Canadian
history—give them a strong
mandate. “We campaigned on

clear objectives, and we’re going
to deliver on those,” he said. The
NDP, reduced to just seven
seats in the election and losing
official party status, is unlikely
to hold significant sway in the
new Parliament. NDP National
Campaign Director Jennifer
Howard dismissed speculation
about possible defections,
saying the remaining MPs are
committed to their party.Carney
is expected to announce his
gender-balanced cabinet during
the week of May 12. Parliament
will resume on May 26, with King
Charles Il delivering the Speech
from the Throne on May 27—the
first such royal address in
Canada since 1957.

Trump Signals Openness to Carney, Says ‘Great Relationship’ With Canada Possible

U.S. President Donald Trump
expressed optimism on
Wednesday about building a
“great relationship” with newly
elected Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney, signaling a possible
reset in cross-border ties despite
Carney’s past criticisms and a
campaign shaped by tensions
with Washington. Speaking during
a White House cabinet meeting,
Trump downplayed the rhetoric
from Carney’s campaign and said
the Liberal leader had already

reached out with an offer to “make
a deal.” The two leaders spoke
by phone Tuesday, shortly after
Carney’s Liberals secured a
minority governmentin an election
defined by Trump’s influence on
Canada’s economy and
sovereignty “He couldn’t have
been nicer,” Trump told reporters.
“l think we’re going to have a great
relationship.” The Prime Minister’s
Office confirmed the call, stating
that both leaders “agreed on the
importance of Canada and the

United States working together —
as independent, sovereign
nations — for their mutual
betterment.” A face-to-face
meeting is expected “within the
next week or less,” according to
Trump, though Canadian officials
have yet to confirm a date. In an
interview with the BBC aired
Wednesday, Carney emphasized
that he would not visit Washington
“as atourist,” but only for serious
negotiations. “We deserve
respect, we expect respect, and

I'm sure we’'ll get itin due course,”

he said, referencing what he called
the “American betrayal” of Canada.
Despite Carney’s sharp campaign
tone, which included warnings
about Trump’s economic policies
and his past suggestion that
Canada should be absorbed into
the U.S., Trump claimed Carney
harbored less animosity toward
him than Conservative Leader
Pierre Poilievre. “They both hated
Trump,” he said. “l actually think
the Conservative hated me much

more.” While Carney focused on
defending Canadian sovereignty
and preparing for tough
negotiations with the U.S.,
Poilievre pushed a “Canada First”
agenda that mirrored Trump’s
protectionist stance, especially
in response to trade threats and
tariffs. In his victory speech,
Carney struck a firm but forward-
looking tone: “We are over the
shock of the American betrayal,
but we should never forget the
lessons.
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