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w __CLASS 1 DRIVERS
WD

NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll}, not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonusas) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

HVE CHAINNCLE, FU LA UT 00 ITe ALY, FARISLA I LIEILE] A1 Al OVET | L€

World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A9 Urrdt fEstiis e 9o 3 fewe
AT YIRSl 6% € o% 5% TET 39 ¥
fERat 3 WU T 955 o & e HE AR d
Instagram:|AMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Ameliorez votre beauté
H%%BT SATHAT, SHWS, HelfaBd, USHagy, Ing ACE®

Threadmg Waxing, Facial, Mamcure Pedicure, Ha:lr Styling

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

J9 &t TUg

Adfer

More services soon

TASICotelVe reulOues o
StPIEaunen YHAESINSEN
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India Had Clear Advantage in Targeting Pakistan’s
Military Sites, Satellite Images Reveal: NYT

WeeklyVoice News Service
Toronto 16 May

India appeared to gain a clear upper
hand in targeting Pakistan’s military
facilities during their recent four-day
confrontation, according to a report by The
New York Times, which analyzed high-
resolution satellite images from before and
after the strikes. The report highlights that
while both countries engaged in precision
drone and missile attacks, the most
significant visible damage was inflicted by
India on key Pakistani military installations
and airfields. The confrontation, the most
intense fighting between the two nuclear-
armed neighbors in over 50 years, was
triggered after India launched strikes under
Operation Sindoor on May 7. The Indian
military described the attacks as targeted
strikes against terror infrastructure in
response to the April 22 attack in
Pahalgam that killed 26 people. Satellite
images confirmed damage to strategic

Pakistani air bases, including Bholari, Nur
Khan, and Sargodha, where runways and
hangars were visibly impacted. According
to the NYT report, India’s strikes were
particularly effective as the conflict
transitioned from symbolic shows of
strength to more direct attacks on defense
infrastructure. The report noted that
Pakistan declared its Rahim Yar Khan air
base non-operational on May 10, further
supporting claims of successful Indian
strikes. Additionally, radar facilities at
Pasrur and the Sialkot aviation base were
reportedly heavily damaged by Indian
precision munitions. While Pakistan
claimed to have inflicted significant
damage on Indian military bases,
including Udhampur, the NYT report said
satellite images from May 12 showed no
visible evidence of damage at these sites.
The report suggests that India’s
advantage stemmed from its focus on
degrading Pakistan’s military capabilities,
particularly its airfields and defense
installations.

Kashmiris Left in Fear and Uncertainty as
India and Pakistan Step Back from the Brink

When artillery shells began pounding
his village near the Line of Control,

Indian-administered Kashmir, had no
choice but to tell his family to huddle

the best. For four days, Igbal and his
neighbors endured some of the most
intense exchanges of fire between India
and Pakistan in decades, as the two
nuclear-armed rivals retaliated over the
killing of 26 civilians in Indian-administered
Kashmir. The conflict left families shattered
on both sides of the contested region. In
Igbal’s case, his brother-in-law and niece
were injured after a shell exploded near
their home’s water tank. The chaos that
followed saw villagers scrambling into cars
and trucks in a desperate attempt to reach
hospitals. Though his brother-in-law
survived, Igbal lost two neighbors, adding
to the toll of civilians caught in the crossfire.
Pakistan reported 40 civilian deaths and
over 120 injuries, while India confirmed 15
civilian casualties and 59 wounded,
alongside military losses on both sides.
As the ceasefire took hold on May 10,
residents on both sides of the de facto
border expressed relief but remained
gripped by anxiety. In Akhnoor, India-
administered Kashmir, Amir Choudhary
told CNN that while markets had reopened
and people were returning, the nights still

Mohammad Igbal, a power plant workerin - together on the ground floor and hope for  brought fear. Similar sentiments were

India Blocks Chinese and Turkish

echoed in Pakistan-administered Kashmir,
where Saima Ashraf said the ceasefire felt
temporary and many displaced families
were hesitant to return home until the
situation stabilized. Kashmir, a region
divided since 1947, has long been at the
heart of tensions between India and
Pakistan, with both countries claiming it.
Over the years, political and military
actions on both sides have deepened the
divide, from India’s 2019 revocation of
Kashmir's special status to Pakistan’s
positioning of the region as central to its
national identity. While leaders in both
capitals have declared military success,
those living along the Line of Control are
simply hoping the fragile ceasefire holds
and that a path toward peace can be
found. For many Kashmiris, the latest
flare-up has been a reminder of how
quickly daily life can collapse into chaos.
Igbal, like many others, is left picking up
the pieces, grateful his family survived, yet
painfully aware that the region’s future remains
uncertain. As he told CNN, “We have only
homes to rebuild, and our family is together.
| hope things don’t resume, but there’s no
guarantee.”

India Blocks Chinese and Turkish State Media on

State Media on X Amid Kashmir
Disinformation Concerns

India has blocked the X accounts of several
state-run media organizations from China and
Turkey, citing concerns over the spread of
disinformation following recent military clashes
with Pakistan. The move includes blocking
accounts belonging to China’s News Agency, the
Global Times, and Turkey’s TRT World, according
to a report by DW News. The ban comes in the
aftermath of cross-border military exchanges that
brought India and Pakistan close to open conflict
before a ceasefire was reached on May 10.
Tensions flared after an attack in Indian-
administered Kashmir on April 22, in which
Islamist militants killed 26 civilians, mostly
tourists. India accused Pakistan of supporting
the attackers, a claim Islamabad has denied. As
the crisis unfolded, both countries released
conflicting narratives, with unverified videos and
reports circulating widely on social media.

X Amid Kashmir Disinformation Concerns

also labeled viral videos depicting
fallen Indian aircraft as fake. Since the
conflict began, India has ordered X to
block roughly 8,000 accounts accused
of spreading Pakistan-linked content,
although critics say this has also
affected domestic media and
journalists, raising concerns about
press freedom. China and Turkey’s
vocal support for Pakistan during the
crisis has further strained relations.
Turkey condemned India’s actions as
provocative and accused it of targeting
civilians, while China, which also

controls part of the disputed Kashmir
India’s embassy in Beijing publicly attributed to News Agency thatalleged region, offered to mediate but

criticized the Global Times on May Pakistan’s air force downed an Indian regffirmed its close ties with
7, urging it to fact-check reports jet. India’s Press Information Bureau pgkistan.
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Canadian Housing Market Enters
Transition Phase Amid Tariffs and

WeeklyVoice News Service
Toronto 16 May

Canada’s housing market is
showing signs of stabilization after
months of declining activity,
according to a new report by the
Canadian Real Estate Association
(CREA). As the country navigates
an ongoing trade war and interest
rate uncertainty, CREA describes
the current state as a “transition
period” for buyers and sellers alike.
The latest national data from April
shows home sales dropped 9.8
percent compared to April 2024.
However, CREA noted that on a
seasonally-adjusted basis, sales
were nearly flat from March to
April, falling by just 0.1 percent.
This suggests a potential pause
in the downward trend that began
earlier this year. Speaking to
Global News, CREA senior
economist Shaun Cathcart
explained, “Sales have been falling
rapidly, really since January 20th,
when the tariffs were first
announced. We could see it in
daily data. As of March, we were

20 percent down from just
November, and that's huge. What
stood out in April was that we
didn’t fall at all—ust sort of paused.
So in that sense, | guess flat is
the new up.” CREA's report also
indicated that the number of new

i
1

properties listed for sale declined
by 1 percent in April compared to
March, while the MLS Home Price
Index dropped by 1.2 percent.
Listing prices across the country
were down an average of 3.6
percent year-over-year, with actual

sale prices falling 3.9 percent
compared to the same time last
year. “Sellers are definitely willing
to give a little bit, understanding
that it’s not the same market that
it was four years ago,” Cathcart
told Global News, adding, “Butit’s

not to the point where prices are
in free fall. It's still a negotiation,
and | think people are still coming
to a mutually agreed upon result
at this point.”With the Bank of
Canada’s upcoming decisions on
interest rates and continued
uncertainty over how tariffs will
affect the broader economy, many
prospective buyers and sellers are
choosing to wait and see. CREA
suggests the market may have
already absorbed the worst effects
of the trade conflict. “Right now
we’re in the transition period
between uncertainty and the
certainty that this is going to be
damaging to our economy,”
Cathcart told Global News. “The
fear, the risk is if we have massive
layoffs, then you'd get a lot of
people that have to sell and can’t
wait and can’t negotiate and just
have to get rid of that asset. We're
not there yet, but certainly that’s
the risk of this trade war.”The
coming months will likely
determine whether this pause
turns into a rebound—or signals a
deeper downturn for Canadian real
estate.

Mark Carney’s Housing Vision Aims to
Reshape Homebuilding and Affordability in

Prime Minister Mark Carney is making
housing a central pillar of his
government’s economic transformation
agenda, following his recent federal
election victory. With affordability
concerns growing across the country, the
new Liberal government has committed
to tackling supply shortages and cost
pressures head-on with a series of
sweeping initiatives.

In his first press conference after securing
a minority government, Carney pledged
to “create an entirely new Canadian
housing industry,” outlining key proposals

that signal an ambitious reset. Among &

the most notable are a $25 billion
financing package for prefabricated home
builders, eliminating the GST on new
homes up to $1.5 million, and reducing
municipal development fees on multi-unit
housing. First-time buyers of new homes
under $1 million will also benefit from the
GST exemption. To address demand-side
pressures, the government plans to cap
immigration levels and establish a new
federal agency, Build Canada Homes, to
oversee the development of affordable
housing. The overall goal is to double the
annual homebuilding rate to
approximately 500,000 units—a scale not
seen since the post-WWII construction
boom. According to Global News, Carney
framed these measures as part of “the
biggest transformation of our economy

since the end of the Second World War.”
As housing prices have surged nearly 40
percent above pre-crisis levels, CREA
data underscores the urgent need for
more accessible housing. Industry
experts are cautiously optimistic.
Penelope Graham, mortgage expert at
Ratehub, told Global News that while GST
relief may not drastically improve
affordability in pricier markets like
Toronto, it’s still a meaningful step. “It’s
adrop in the bucket, but it helps. Brand-

new construction remains much more
expensive than resale, but this is a nudge
in the right direction,” she said. Experts
also view the expansion of prefabricated
housing as one of the more promising
elements in Carney’s blueprint. Modular
homes, built off-site and assembled
quickly on location, are shown to reduce
construction time by up to 50 percent
and costs by as much as 20 percent,
according to a 2024 University of Toronto
study. Despite their potential, they

currently represent less than 5 percent
of Canada’s housing stock, The Globe
and Mail reports. To overcome delivery
challenges, the federal government will
leverage the Housing Accelerator Fund
and draw inspiration from the postwar
Canadian Mortgage and Housing
Corporation (CMHC) model. Steve
Pomeroy, an expert at McMaster
University’s Canadian Housing Evidence
Collaborative, notes that while replicating
CMHC’s legacy infrastructure may be
difficult, the renewed federal involvement
is encouraging. “CMHC once had a
robust national network of architects,
engineers, and inspectors. While that
level of direct support may be hard to
replicate today, a federal commitment to
housing leadership is a positive shift,”
Pomeroy told Global News. As
Canadians continue to face high
borrowing costs and elevated home
prices, Carney’s housing strategy is a
bold effort to rebalance the market.
Whether it ultimately delivers widespread
affordability remains to be seen, but with
strong policy momentum and a focus on
structural reform, many view it as a
promising foundation. With work ahead
and expectations high, Canadians will be
watching closely to see whether these
policies unlock new pathways to
homeownership and long-term housing
stability.

10 militants killed in encounter near India- Myanmar border in Manlpur S Chandel

At least 10 militants were killed in an encounter
with security forces near the India-Myanmar bor-
der in Manipur's Chandel district on Wednesday
night, the Army Eastern Command said. The op-
eration is still in progress, it added. The gunfight
began after the militants opened fire upon the se-
curity personnel who were carrying out a search
operation in New Samtal village in Khengjoy Tehsil
of Chandel district after receiving intelligence in-
put. "Acting on specific intelligence on movement
of armed cadres nearby New Samtal village,

Khengjoy Tehsil, #Chandel District near the F
#Indo_MyanmarBorder, #AssamRifles unit under
#SpearCorps launched an operation on 14 May
2025," the Eastern Commande posted on X. "Dur-
ing the operation, the troops were fired upon by
suspected cadres to which they quickly reacted,
redeployed and retaliated in a calibrated and mea-
sured manner. In the ensuing firefight 10 cadres :
were neutralized and a sizeable quantity of arms |-
and ammunition have been recovered," the post
added. Further details are awaited.
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The latest Financial Stability
Report 2025 by the Bank of Canada
reveals that while many Canadian
households are better positioned to
manage debt than in previous years,
vulnerability still persists in certain
segments. The overall financial picture
is one of cautious improvement, with
key metrics showing progress.
However, economic pressures such
as trade-related uncertainty and
employment risk continue to threaten
the most financially fragile households.

According to the Bank of Canada,
the ratio of household debt to
disposable income has declined from
179 percent to 173 percent over the
past year. This marks a positive shift
following years of concern about high
debt burdens. The central bank credits

this improvement to declining interest
rates and tighter lending standards in
previous years, which helped slow the
accumulation of new debt. As a result,
many mortgage holders are entering
renewal periods with slightly more
breathing room than expected.

The Bank notes that households
renewing their mortgages in 2025 and
2026 will still face increased monthly
payments compared to their initial
terms, especially those that secured
historically low rates during the
pandemic. Yet, due to regulatory
mortgage stress tests, most
borrowers were already required to
demonstrate their ability to handle
higher interest rates. This has built a
degree of resilience into the mortgage
system. According to the Bank’s own

Is Canada Still a Top Destination for Indians
in 2025? Here's What You Need to Know

analysis, more than 90 percent of
fixed-rate mortgage holders are
expected to manage payment
increases within the stress-tested
thresholds. Despite these
improvements, financial stress
remains a growing concern among
households without a mortgage. The
Bank of Canada highlights that
delinquency rates for credit cards and
auto loans have risen above pre-
pandemic averages for non-mortgage
holders. These individuals often do not
benefit from the same asset buffers
or structured repayment plans that
mortgage holders do. The data
suggest that rising consumer credit
stress could become a leading source
of financial vulnerability if
macroeconomic conditions
deteriorate. The Bank further warns
that the current trade war and related
job losses could jeopardize the
progress made. Industries closely tied
to trade are already experiencing
shifts in demand, and households

employed in these sectors may find it
difficult to maintain debt payments.
While the overall ratio of debt to
income is improving, the risk of
localized defaults remains high if
unemployment rises further. The
findings underline a key message from
the Financial Stability Report 2025:
while the average Canadian household
is showing signs of financial
resilience, averages can be deceiving.
Many are still vulnerable to shocks.
The Bank of Canada continues to
monitor trends in household credit,
delinquency, and income stability to
assess evolving financial risks.
Ensuring financial institutions remain
strong is not only about capital and
liquidity, it is also about protecting
households from falling through the
cracks during economic turbulence.
All figures and assessments
referenced in this article are based on
data and analysis from the Financial
Stability Report 2025 released by the
Bank of Canada.

Delta Air Lines and Korean Air have
announced a significant investment in
WestdJet, acquiring a combined 25 percent
equity stake worth 550 million US dollars
from Onex Partners and its affiliated funds.
According to information provided by
Westdet, Delta will secure a 15 percent
share for 330 million US dollars, while
Korean Air will purchase a 10 percent stake
valued at 220 million US dollars. This move
aims to deepen the airlines’ existing
partnerships and enhance global
connectivity between Canada, North
America, Europe, and Asia. In a related

agreement, Delta also intends to transfer a
2.3 percent stake to its joint venture partner
Air France-KLM for 50 million US dollars,
pending necessary approvals. The Onex
Group will retain control of WestJet, which
is based in Calgary, Alberta. Both Delta and
Korean Air have maintained longstanding
codeshare partnerships with WestJet,
facilitating travel across the Pacific and North
America. These new investments are
designedto elevate the customer experience
through expanded route options and
streamlined travel services. Executives from
the three airlines emphasized the strategic
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Delta and Korean Air Invest in WestJet to Boost
Transcontinental Partnerships and Connectivity

nature of the deal. Delta CEO Ed Bastian
highlighted the alignment of interests with
WestJet to ensure a seamless global
network for travelers between the United
States and Canada. Korean Air Chairman
Walter Cho expressed his commitment to
strengthening transpacific links, creating
more value for passengers seeking broader
choices and greater convenience across
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destinations. Westdet CEO Alexis von
Hoensbroech described the partnership
as a validation of WestJet’s performance
and its workforce’s resilience during
challenging times for the aviation industry.
WestJet, founded in 1996, has evolved
from a domestic low-cost carrier into a
global airline connecting over 100
destinations.
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WeeklyVoice News Service
Toronto 16 May

Canadian residents are continuing to
curb their trips south of the border, with
Statistics Canada reporting another
significant decline in return visits from the
United States in April. This marks the fourth
straight month of sharp drops in cross-
border travel by car, as mounting political

Premier Danielle Smith continues to
walk a careful line on Alberta separatism,
insisting she prefers the province to
remain part of Canada, even as her
actions and rhetoric open the door for an
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tensions and economic pressures weigh
heavily on Canadian travelers. The latest
figures show that only 1.2 million
Canadians returned from the United States
by automobile last month, a staggering 35.2
percent decrease compared to April 2024.
The downturn is widely attributed to ongoing
backlash over U.S. President Donald
Trump’s tariffs on Canadian products and
his controversial rhetoric suggesting

-

—
independence referendum as early as
2026. According to a report from CBC
News, Smith maintains that
acknowledging separatist sentiment is
not the same as encouraging it. Still, by
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Canadian Travel to U.S.
Continues to Decline Amid
Rising Tensions and Tariffs

Canada should become the 51st U.S. state.
Air travel also saw a decline, though less
severe. Statistics Canada noted that
582,700 Canadians flew back from the
United States in April, reflecting a 19.9
percent drop year-over-year. The overall
number of Canadian-resident return trips by
air, however, showed only a slight dip of 1.7
percent, reaching 1.8 million. This was
buoyed by a 9.9 percent increase in
Canadians returning from overseas
destinations, highlighting a shift in travel
preferences away fromthe U.S. The broader
picture of international travel also showed
weakness. The total number of arrivals in
Canada—covering both residents and

visitors, by air and car—stood at 4.5 million
in April. That figure represents a 15.2
percent decline compared to the same
period last year, underscoring the broader
cooling of cross-border movement in the
face of geopolitical strains. With the ongoing
tensions between Ottawa and Washington
and uncertainties over trade relations,
analysts suggest Canadian travel patterns
could continue to shift toward Europe and
other regions in the coming months. The
drop in visits to the U.S. is not only a
reflection of political discomfort but also a
response to the rising costs associated with
tariffs and a weaker Canadian dollar.

Alberta Separatism Gains
Momentum as Smith Faces
Pressure from Within UCP Base

easing the rules for a potential secession
vote and presenting an aggressive list of
demands to Prime Minister Mark Carney,
political observers suggest she may be
fueling the very movement she claims she
wants to suppress. Political scientist Feo
Snagovsky told CBC News that Smith’s
demands for new pipelines to all three
ocean coasts, significant financial
transfers, and the elimination of major
federal climate policies are unlikely to be
fulfilled by Ottawa. This, he argues, sets
the federal government up for failure and
could allow Smith to frame any partial

concessions as inadequate, further
feeding alienation. Smith has already
warned of a looming national unity crisis
if her demands are not met. Meanwhile,
the separatist movement is actively
collecting signatures for a referendum
petition, with the target threshold
recently lowered by Smith’s government.
A recent Angus Reid poll, as cited by
CBC News, found that while 36 percent
of Albertans would vote or lean toward
voting for separation, support among
Smith’s United Conservative Party
supporters jumps to 65 percent.
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Carney Signs Order to Fast-Track Middle-Class
Tax Cut, Faces Criticism Over Budget Delay

Prime Minister Mark Carney has
formally directed his cabinet to make the
promised middle-class tax cut the

government’s top priority when
Parliament resumes later this month.
During the first in-person cabinet meeting
on Parliament Hill, Carney signed an order
instructing his ministers to prepare
legislation ensuring the tax cut takes
effect by July 1, as pledged during the

election campaign. Carney said the tax
cut would reduce the personal income tax
rate for millions of Canadians, potentially
saving some families up to $840 annually.
He emphasized that the measure will
benefit roughly 22 million taxpayers.
However, since the Liberals remain a few
seats short of a majority, Carney
acknowledged the need to secure at least
two additional votes from opposition MPs

to pass the legislation.Finance Minister
Francois-Philippe Champagne described
the move as a clear signal of the
government’s commitment to deliver
immediate relief to Canadians facing
economic strain. He added that the tax
cut would be introduced via a ways and
means motion as soon as Parliament
returns. The cabinet meeting marked the
first gathering of Carney’s newly appointed
ministers and secretaries of state.
Carney’s revamped cabinet features 28
senior ministers and 10 secretaries of
state, blending veteran politicians with 24
new faces. Many of the new appointees
expressed optimism about the
government’s direction, with several
stating they expect the administration to
operate with more corporate-style
efficiency. Notably, New Brunswick MP
Wayne Long, who was once a critic of
former prime minister Justin Trudeau, was
named secretary of state for the Canada
Revenue Agency. Long dismissed
suggestions that his past opposition to
Trudeau played a role in his appointment,
stating that Carney selected his team
based on qualifications and capability, not
political favours.Among the new ministers,

Jill McKnight from British Columbia, now
heading Veterans Affairs, expressed
enthusiasm about tackling her new role,
while Tim Hodgson, Carney’s former
adviser and new minister of energy and
natural resources, said he is eager to begin
working closely with provinces, territories,
and industry stakeholders to advance
Canada’s energy ambitions. Meanwhile,
Finance Minister Champagne confirmed
the government will deliver a fall economic
update after the Throne Speech, which is
scheduled to be delivered by King Charles
Il on May 27. Champagne outlined the
government’s planned sequence: first the
tax cut, followed by the Throne Speech,
and then the fall economic
statement.However, the opposition has
criticized the Liberals for delaying the
federal budget. Conservative Leader Pierre
Poilievre accused Carney of abandoning
leadership at a time when Canadians and
businesses are struggling under rising
costs and the pressures of the ongoing
trade war with the United States. In a
statement, Poilievre said Canadians were
expecting serious economic leadership
from Carney but are instead being met with
“delays and dysfunction.”

Canada Invites 511 PNP Candidates in Latest Express
Entry Round as Focus on Skilled Workers Continues

Canada’s Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship
Canada (IRCC) has conducted
its latest Express Entry draw,
inviting 511 candidates under
the Provincial Nominee
Program (PNP). The draw,
held on May 12, required a
minimum Comprehensive
Ranking System (CRS) score
of 706 for eligibility.
Candidates also needed to
have submitted their Express
Entry profiles before 10:35
p.m. UTC on March 4, 2025,
to be considered. This marks
the third Express Entry draw
in May, following targeted
category-based draws earlier
this month for professionals in

the education and healthcare
and social services sectors.
So far in 2025, IRCC has
issued a total of 33,940
Invitations to Apply (ITAs)
through Express Entry,
reflecting an ongoing
emphasis on attracting skilled
workers aligned with Canada’s
labour market needs. An
overview of the draws in 2025
highlights the strong focus on
PNP candidates, who have
been featured in eight
separate rounds. Additionally,
the Canadian Experience
Class (CEC) program has
seen three draws, while
priority categories such as
French language proficiency,

education, and healthcare and
social services have also
received attention from IRCC.
The Express Entry system
remains Canada’s primary
pathway for skilled worker
immigration, welcoming
applicants from over 100
countries annually. Unlike
some immigration systems
that prioritize country of origin,
Canada assesses candidates
based on their potential
economic contributions, using
the CRS to evaluate age,
education, language abilities,
work experience, and other
key human capital factors.
This approach has helped
Canada attract a diverse range

of professionals with varying
occupational backgrounds,
ensuring that the country
benefits from a wide array of
talent to support its economic
growth. As the year progresses,

IRCC is expected to maintain its
strategy of blending general and
category-based draws to meet
labour market demands and
support community priorities
across the country.

First Nations Leaders Urge Carney
Government to Pass Drinking Water
Bill and Act on Key Indigenous
Priorities Within 100 Days

First Nations leaders are calling on Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s new government to
move swiftly on key Indigenous priorities,
including the passage of long-promised
drinking water legislation, within the first 100
days of Parliament’s return. Speaking at a
press conference in Ottawa, Mi’kmaw
Senator Paul Prosper, alongside Assembly
of First Nations National Chief Cindy
Woodhouse Nepinak, outlined seven
immediate priorities they want addressed
when Parliament reconvenes on May 26.
Senator Prosper emphasized that these
demands are closely aligned with the
Carney government’s stated commitments
on reconciliation, housing, infrastructure, and
economic development. Among the top asks

is the reintroduction of legislation that would
establish enforceable drinking water
standards in First Nations communities, a
promise made by the previous government
through Bill C-61, which ultimately failed to
pass before Parliament dissolved. Prosper
stated that the legislation must be brought
back to ensure safe and sustainable water
systems and to create a First Nations-led
water commission. The leaders also called
for accelerated action on land claims
settlements and new legislation to improve
access to financing for Indigenous-led
projects, including housing initiatives.
Prosper stressed that while Indigenous
people make up only five percent of
Canada’s population, they represent 35

percent of the country’s homeless,
underscoring the urgency for dedicated
funding toward Indigenous housing. Prime
Minister Carney’s campaign had pledged
six billion dollars for deeply affordable and
Indigenous-focused housing, a commitment
First Nations leaders expect to see
materialize swiftly. Additionally, the group
pressed for immediate progress on
disability payments and data-sharing
agreements between Indigenous Services
Canada and Nova Scotia’s Mi’kmaw chiefs.
Another priority involves launching an
independent review into the treatment of two
Mi'’kmaw fishermen detained by federal

I
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officers in 2024, a process that has been
delayed despite the appointment of
Mi’kmaw members to the review panel
earlier this year. The leaders urged that the
review be fully underway within the 100-day
window and called for adjustments to the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans’
mandate to recognize Indigenous fisheries
laws and governance structures. During the
campaign and in discussions with the
Assembly of First Nations, Carney
committed to implementing the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples and modernizing
infrastructure in Indigenous communities.
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Canada Post Faces Strike Threat Again: What
Canadians and Businesses Should Know

As Canada Post and its unionized
workers edge closer to a strike deadline,
concerns are mounting among Canadians
and business owners who fear the
disruptions that plagued them last year
may return. With negotiations faltering
and just a week remaining before the May
22 deadline, tensions are high as both
sides struggle to bridge the divide. The
Canadian Union of Postal Workers
(CUPW) and Canada Post have been
locked in talks for a second week,
following a failed attempt to resolve
disputes in March. Although a federal
mediator has stepped in, progress
remains elusive. On Tuesday, Canada
Post paused negotiations to revise its
proposals but did not provide a clear
timeline for returning to the table, a move
the union criticized as irresponsible and
damaging to the bargaining process. This
looming work stoppage would echo the
32-day strike that gripped the country
from November to December 2024, which
ended only after federal intervention. That
dispute led to widespread service
disruptions and economic
consequences, including delayed bill
payments, slowed deliveries of critical
documents, and even a dip in charitable

donations. The unresolved issues fueling
this latest standoff include worker
compensation, the growing use of
temporary workers, demands for
weekend delivery flexibility, and debates
over how Canada Post can remain
financially viable in an increasingly
competitive parcel delivery market
dominated by private carriers like
Amazon and FedEx. With Canada Post
warning of the possibility of a work
stoppage starting May 22, businesses
are bracing for impact. Many, including
Calgary-based apparel brand Local
Laundry, recall the financial pain and
operational chaos they endured during
the last strike. Company CEO Connor
Curran expressed frustration, noting that
the timing couldn’t be worse as
businesses already face challenges from
a slowing economy and ongoing trade
tensions with the U.S. Other business
leaders, like Patrick Masset of AlIM
Marketing, fear that a strike would force
layoffs and damage client trust, as
millions of pieces of mail could sit idle,
causing backlogs that may take weeks
to clear even after a resolution is
reached. Canadians are being urged to
prepare for potential delays by arranging

for critical deliveries ahead of time and
seeking alternative channels for
important communications and
shipments. Masset emphasized the
need for proactive planning, especially
for time-sensitive materials such as legal
documents, invoices, and medications.
Last year, while some essential benefits
were still delivered during the strike, such
as Canada Child Benefit and Old Age
Security payments, there’s no guarantee
similar exceptions would apply if a new
strike occurs.The Industrial Inquiry

Peel Police Report Surge in Street Racing Charges as
Project ERASE Targets Dangerous Drivers Across GTA

WeeklyVoice News Service
Toronto 16 May

Street racing and stunt driving are on
the rise in Mississauga and Brampton,
prompting Peel Regional Police to step
up enforcement efforts as part of their
annual Project ERASE campaign. Police
officials revealed that more than 2,100
street racing-related charges were laid
across the two cities in 2024, a sharp
increase from approximately 800 in 2022.
The more than twofold jump highlights
both arise inillegal driving behavior and
intensified police crackdowns.

Deputy Chief Marc Andrews
emphasized the force’s zero-tolerance
approach during Tuesday’s launch of
Project ERASE in Brampton. The multi-
agency campaign aims to curb street
racing, stunt driving, and illegal car rallies
across the Greater Toronto Area (GTA)

and will run from May through October.
“This surge in charges sends a clear
message that dangerous driving will not
be tolerated,” said Andrews. “Through
collaboration with our policing partners
across the GTA, including Toronto,
Hamilton, Halton, York, and the Ontario
Provincial Police, we are unified in our
commitment to keep our roads safe.”
In the past two weeks alone, Peel
police reported 32 vehicle seizures —
26 related to stunt driving — along with
more than 400 charges issued in
Mississauga and Brampton. Stunt
driving, as defined under Ontario law,
includes traveling at speeds of 50 km/h
or more over the limit where the posted
speed is above 80 km/h, 40 km/h or more
over where the limit is 80 km/h or lower,
or driving 150 km/h or more on any road.
Penalties for those caught include:
Immediate  30-day license

Canadian Boycott of U.S.
Travel Gathers Steam as
New Data Shows Sharp
Decline In Visits

For the fourth consecutive month,
Canadians are increasingly turning away
from the United States as a travel
destination, a trend that experts say
could have significant economic and
political consequences. According to
preliminary figures from Statistics
Canada, Canadian-resident return trips
from the U.S. by automobile plunged 35.2
percent in April compared to the same
month last year, marking the steepest
decline yetin 2025. Overall, cross-border
travel by Canadians through air and land
saw a 15.2 percent drop from April 2024,
continuing a downturn fueled by political
tensions and economic concerns. Aaron

Ettinger, an associate professor of
political science at Carleton University,
views the data as a reflection of the
growing Canadian movement to boycott
American goods and tourism in protest
of the Trump administration’s
confrontational stance towards Canada.
Speaking to CTV News, Ettinger noted
that what began as symbolic gestures
earlier in the year is now showing up in
travel statistics, which he believes could
eventually pressure U.S. policymakers to
reconsider their approach. He also
suggested the impact might ripple into
the 2026 U.S. midterm elections if
American voters feel the economic pinch.

suspension

14-day vehicle impoundment, even if
the driver does not own the car

Fines ranging from $2,000 to $10,000

Up to six months in jail

Six demerit points

Lengthy license suspensions upon
conviction, including up to 10 years for
repeat offenders Peel police are also
working closely with city officials in
Mississauga and Brampton to enforce
local bylaws targeting illegal car rallies,
where both drivers and spectators can
face fines of up to $800, alongside
criminal charges and vehicle seizures.
Mississauga Deputy Mayor Matt
Mahoney voiced strong support for the
initiative, saying, “Keeping our roads safe
for responsible drivers is critical for
community safety. We fully support Peel
Police as they launch this year’s Project
ERASE.” Brampton Mayor Patrick Brown

Commission, established following the
last disruption, is expected to release
its recommendations to the federal
government on Thursday, one week
before the strike deadline. The report is
anticipated to outline possible solutions
or interventions to prevent or end a work
stoppage. Until then, both the public and
businesses are watching anxiously,
knowing that the consequences of
another Canada Post strike could ripple
across the economy during an already
fragile period.

echoed the message, noting that
programs like Project ERASE play a key
role in promoting accountability and
public safety. The OPP added that
excessive speed was a contributing factor
in 100 fatal collisions they investigated
across Ontario last year. Police noted that
racing hot spots have been identified in
industrial zones across Peel and the GTA,
where groups of street racers often gather
late at night on weekends during the
warmer months. Authorities are urging the
public to report any dangerous driving by
contacting Peel police Road Safety
Services at 905-453-3311 or anonymously
through Peel Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

While some Canadians are standing firm
in their refusal to visit the U.S., others
remain divided. Montreal resident Lisa
King canceled her planned visit to Boston,
citing Trump’s calls to annex Canada as
a personal tipping point. However, her
husband, Fred Saikaly, remains open to

traveling south despite the political
climate, though he admitted the weak
Canadian dollar makes the trip less
appealing. This sentiment highlights that
alongside political protest, financial
factors are also discouraging Canadians
from visiting their southern neighbor.
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Experts Warn Screwworm Outbreak
Could Threaten Canadian Beef Industry

Following the United States’
decision to suspend imports of
live cattle from Mexico due to
a screwworm outbreak,
Canadian experts are sounding
the alarm over the potential
threat to Canada’s livestock

and public health systems. The [

flesh-eating parasite, already
confirmed in parts of Central
and South America, has now
sparked serious concerns
among Canadian health and
agriculture authorities.

Jacob Shelley, a professor of
health sciences at Western
University, told CTVNews.ca
that Canada should take the
risk seriously. “Anytime we
have a pest that’s spreading
between animals and can
threaten an entire system, we
ought to be concerned,” he
said. The Canadian Food
Inspection Agency (CFIA)
confirmed it is closely
monitoring the situation. In a
statement to CTVNews.ca, the
agency noted that screwworm
is classified as an
“immediately notifiable
disease” in Canada, meaning
all suspected cases must be
reported. Canada already
prohibits the import of cattle,
swine, goats, bison, cervids,
and sheep from Mexico and
has strict conditions on

importing horses from the
region. The parasite, which is
most common in tropical and
subtropical climates, has
reached as far north as
Mexico. While Canada’s cold
winters may limit the
parasite’s ability to survive
long-term, Shelley warned that
Canadian farms and
slaughterhouses, where
animals and people frequently
interact, could be vulnerable to
outbreaks. A recent case
involving a Canadian traveler
returning from Costa Rica—
currently under a national
emergency for screwworm—
shows the parasite can cross
borders. Infectious disease

expert Dr. Isaac Bogoch
explained that screwworm is
not a typical virus or bacterial
disease but a fly infestation.
The flies lay eggs in open
wounds or scrapes, and the
resulting larvae feed on live
tissue, making the infestation
especially dangerous to both
humans and animals. “There’s
no vaccine,” Bogoch said.
“The larvae eat live tissue, not
dead tissue, so they can
cause significant harm to any
animal they’re infesting.” He
noted that a previous solution
known as the “sterile insect
technique™—used effectively in
Panama—has been
reintroduced in southern

Surrey Father Wins Record $80 Million
Lotto Jackpot While Buying Burger

A Surrey father who was
picking up buns for a family
dinner has won the largest
lottery prize ever awarded to
a single person in Canadian
history. Justin Simporios, 35,
is the winner of the $80 million
Lotto Max jackpot from the
May 9 draw. The British
Columbia resident claimed his
prize on May 15 at a press
conference in Vancouver
hosted by the BC Lottery
Corporation. Simporios, who
moved to Surrey from Montreal
four years ago, said he was
running errands for burger
night with his wife and
daughter when he decided to
grab a $12 quick pick ticket
at a Walmart in Central City.

Later that evening, he quietly
checked the numbers using a
flashlight while his daughter
slept nearby. At 10:30 p.m., he
realized he had won. “I
shouted. | cried. | turned out
the lights. My wife was mad
again,” he said, laughing, as
reported by The Canadian
Press. Before the public
announcement, Simporios
sent his resignation via email
to the logistics company
where he worked in the health
and safety department. “I'm
working with a good
operations team, my boss,
they’re all great,” he said. But
he wanted them to know he
was stepping away. Visibly
emotional during the press

conference, Simporios
repeatedly thanked the lottery
officials and reporters. “I just
can’t help my tears. But thank
you so much, thank you so
much. These aren’t sad tears,
they’re happy tears,” he said.
“It's an amazing feeling, it’s
sinking in now that it's real,”
according to the Vancouver
Sun.

He plans to buy a dream
home in Metro Vancouver but
says he will first meet with a
financial adviser. “But once
that meeting is done, it’s
always a dream home,” he
added. His other priorities
include paying off his sister’s
medical debt, helping his
mother retire early, and
supporting community
causes.

Speaking with CTV News,
Simporios reflected on his
journey. “I'm an immigrant. |
came from a poor country.
Like, this money’s a lot, right?
I've been struggling. I'm a
father. | work full time. With
this amount of money, I'll be
able to spend more time with
my daughter, with my wife,
with my family. Like, it’s
awesome. I'm just feeling
blessed right now.”

The win marks not only the
largest single-person lottery
prize in Canadian history but
also the biggest ever awarded
in British Columbia.

Mexico to stop the spread
north.. Although Canada has
infrastructure to track emerging
pests, Shelley believes the
system is not fully prepared to
prevent the entry and
establishment of such a
parasite. He pointed to past
agricultural pest outbreaks,
such as the pine beetle, as
evidence of the damage
invasive species can cause. “If
this were to spread, it could be
more catastrophic than simply
a few cattle or a few humans
becoming infected,” he said. “It
could affect the entire industry
in Canada, so caution is
warranted here.” A screwworm
outbreak in Canada could result

in culling livestock and drive up
beef prices, much like what
the United States is already
anticipating following the
suspension of Mexican cattle
imports. U.S. Agriculture
Secretary Brooke Rollins has
warned that it took 30 years for
the American livestock
industry to recover after a
previous infestation. While
efforts to contain the parasite
are being focused in Mexico
and Central America, Canadian
experts are urging heightened
surveillance, strict import
enforcement, and preventive
planning before screwworms
can take root north of the
border.

Carney Government Prioritizes Middle-
Class Tax Cut Ahead of Federal Budget

The federal government under
Prime Minister Mark Carney is
delaying the release of a full federal
budget until the fall, focusing
instead on delivering a promised
middle-class tax cut by July 1.
Finance Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne confirmed
that the government’s immediate
priority is affordability, and that the
tax cut will be introduced through
a ways and means motion once
Parliament returns on May 26.
“This is step one,” Champagne
said following the first cabinet
meeting under the new Liberal
administration. “Step two, you'’re
going to have a throne speech
where we’ll outline the
government’s priorities, and there
will be a fall economic statement
to follow.” Prime Minister Carney

also signed an executive order
authorizing the tax cut, stating
that it will provide savings of over
$800 for two-income households.
“We are acting today on that, so
that by July 1, as promised, that
middle-class tax cut will come
into effect,” Carney said. “We're
acting on affordability as we look
to build up this economy.”

The tax measure will
lower the lowest federal income
tax bracket from 15 percentto 14
percent, affecting income earned
up to $57,375. The average rate
for 2025 will be 14.5 percent due
to the mid-year implementation.
Despite holding a minority in the
House of Commons, the Liberals
hope to secure enough support
from opposition MPs to pass the
motion.
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Two Students Stabbed Near
Scarborough High School,
Multiple Arrests Made

WeeklyVoice News Service
Toronto 16 May

Toronto police have confirmed the
arrest of several individuals following a
double stabbing incident that occurred
near a Scarborough high school on
Monday afternoon. Authorities responded
to reports of the attack just before 2 p.m.
in the area of Guildwood Parkway and
Livingston Road. According to police, the
two victims, both male students, were
injured in the stabbing, which took place
off school property. Emergency services
transported both students to the hospital

F

WeeklyVoice News Service
Toronto 16 May

The City of Toronto is gearing up for
significant changes to its blue bin
recycling program, with initial
preparations starting this month.
Beginning in 2026, the responsibility
for residential recycling services will
shift from the city to Circular Materials,

with injuries that were described as non-
life-threatening. Witnesses reported that
the suspects involved were dressed
entirely in black clothing and fled the
scene immediately after the attack.
Police launched an investigation and
announced early Tuesday that more than
one person had been taken into custody
in connection to the incident. Investigators
have not yet released further details
regarding the suspects, charges, or the
motive behind the stabbing. The
investigation remains active as police
continue to gather evidence and interview
witnesses.
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Toronto Prepares for Major

repairs. The city will continue to
manage recycling for commercial
properties, charities, religious
institutions, and municipal divisions,
but will no longer be involved in
residential blue bin services.

To prepare for the transition, the city
will begin placing stickers on
residential blue bins starting late May
to inform residents of the new contact
information for Circular Materials.
Notices will be mailed to households
roughly two weeks in advance,
a not-for-profit producer responsibility instructing them to leave their bins out
organization. This change is in line with at their usual collection point until they
a provincial regulation introduced in have been stickered.

2021, requiring producers of recyclable The stickering process will be rolled
materials to fully fund and manage the out in four stages across the city’s
system. collection districts: District 4: May

Under the new model, Circular 2025 — From Steeles Avenue south to
Materials will handle all aspects of Lake Ontario, Victoria Park Avenue
residential recycling services, including east to the Pickering border. District
collection, missed pickups, and bin 3: July 2025 — From Steeles Avenue

US Ambassador Says Some
Canada Tariffs Likely to Stay
Amid Fentanyl Concerns

Despite improving diplomatic ties
between Canada and the United
States, certain tariffs on Canadian
goods might not be fully lifted,
according to Peter Hoekstra, the US
ambassador to Canada. Speaking to
Global TV’s The West Block on
Sunday, Hoekstra said he does not
expect the 25 percent tariffs imposed
by President Donald Trump in March
to be entirely removed. The duties were
initially introduced over worries about
fentanyl entering the US. Although
official data from US Customs and
Border Protection shows that less than
one percent of fentanyl seizures occur

Canadians Want Unity in Parliament to Face

A new Nanos Research survey
conducted for CTV News reveals that
a majority of Canadians are urging their
political leaders to prioritize unity when
Parliament resumes later this month,
particularly on matters involving the
United States. The survey indicates
that most Canadians want to see a
more cooperative House of Commons
that can present a united front in
dealing with President Donald Trump’s
tariffs and the evolving Canada-US
relationship. According to the survey

at the US-Canada border, Hoekstra
pointed to evidence of some fentanyl
production within Canada as
justification for maintaining the trade
restrictions. The ambassador’s
comments arrive shortly after the US
struck a trade agreement with the
United Kingdom, which included partial
relief on duties for autos, steel, and
aluminum but kept a ten percent base
tariff on UK imports. Hoekstra also
emphasized that relations between
Washington and Ottawa have
stabilized following a tense period
where President Trump repeatedly
suggested Canada should become the

results, nearly 75 percent of
respondents believe opposition parties
should work collaboratively with Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s government to
address US-related issues. Only 25
percent preferred that opposition
leaders focus on challenging the
Liberals and holding them accountable,
while three percent remained
undecided. The sentiment for
cooperation was especially strong
among older Canadians and those in
Quebec, while residents in the Prairies

. %

51st state and frequently mocked
former Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
by referring to him as “Governor
Trudeau.” However, the recent meeting
between Trump and Canada’s new
Prime Minister Mark Carney marked a
shift in tone, with both leaders presenting
a more respectful approach. Looking

Overhaul of Blue Bin Recycling
Program Starting 2026

south to Lake Ontario, Yonge Street
east to Victoria Park Avenue. District
2: August 2025 — From Steeles Avenue
West south to Lake Ontario, Humber
River east to Yonge Street. District 1:
September 2025 — From Steeles
Avenue West south to Lake Ontario,
west of the Humber River. City officials
highlight several benefits of the new
Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) model, including anticipated
cost savings and the standardization
of accepted blue bin materials across
Ontario starting January 1, 2026. They
also hope that with producers fully
accountable for recycling, there will be
more incentive to reduce packaging
waste and innovate more sustainable
materials. Until the end of 2025,
Toronto residents will see no changes
to their current recycling routine and
should continue to contact 311 for any
service inquiries or issues.

ahead, Hoekstra expressed optimism
about the bilateral relationship, stating
that the Trump administration seeks to
foster a positive partnership with Canada.
Appointed just last month, the
ambassador noted that the provocative
51st state rhetoric is no longer a point
of discussion from his perspective.

Trump and US Relations, New Survey Finds

and younger Canadians aged 18 to 35
showed less enthusiasm for unity,
although a clear majority in all regions
and age groups still favored working
together. When asked about the most
important issues for the new Parliament
to address, US relations emerged as
the leading concern for roughly one-
third of Canadians. This priority
outpaced concerns over affordability,
cited by 21 percent, and health care,
which was mentioned by 15 percent.
The emphasis on US relations was

particularly high among those over the
age of 55 and residents of Quebec,
where around 44 percent ranked it as
the top priority. By contrast, younger
Canadians between 18 and 34 leaned
more heavily toward affordability and
housing as their key concerns. Regional
differences were also evident in the
survey. In Atlantic Canada, views were
evenly split between affordability and US
relations, while respondents in Ontario
and Quebec were far more likely to see
US relations as the top issue.



22 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #516

FRIDAY, 23 MAY 2025

Ontario Unveils 2025 Budget to
Shield Economy from Tariff Fallout

The Ford government has tabled
its 2025 Ontario budget, revealing
a sweeping $30 billion strategy
aimed at protecting the province’s
economy from escalating U.S.
tariffs. The budget, titled A Plan
to Protect Ontario, includes wide-
ranging spending on
infrastructure, industry support,
and emergency relief, but comes
with a projected $14.6 billion
deficit for the fiscal year.

According to CBC News, Ontario
Finance Minister Peter
Bethlenfalvy delivered the budget
at Queen’s Park with a message
of urgency and resilience. “The
defence of Ontario’s economy
has already begun,” he told the
legislature. Drawing on historical
moments of solidarity between
Canada and the U.S.,
Bethlenfalvy warned that the
province’s economic relationship

with its largest trading partneris Account, designed to provide
no longer stable. “Canadais not immediate financial relief to
for sale,” he added. One of the businesses impacted by tariffs.
budget’s central features is the The fund is supported by
$5 billion Protect Ontario additional tax deferrals, worker

retraining programs, and direct
grants to communities most
affected. CBC’s reporting also
highlighted concern from experts
like Brian Lewis, former chief

Ontario Unveils 2025 Budget to
Shield Economy from Tariff Fallout

Amid all this, the Ford government says it is not
cutting health or education funding. “Categorically
no,” Bethlenfalvy told CBC when asked directly.
Still, Liberal Leader Bonnie Crombie criticized the
spending plan, calling it a “flat-lining” of the health
budget, while NDP Leader Marit Stiles described it
as a “band-aid” that does little for vulnerable workers.
Green Party Leader Mike Schreiner expressed
concern that past spending decisions had
weakened Ontario’s fiscal readiness to handle a
trade crisis. The budget also includes new
investments like $57 million for additional police
helicopters in Niagara and Windsor, $850 million to
refurbish 300 GO Train coaches, and $3 billion
toward an Indigenous Opportunities Financing

MP Spending in Canada Hits
Record $187.8M in 2024,
Driven by Travel, Staff, and
Contracts

There is also a greater acceptance
of public sector deficits,
contributing to a more liberal view
of spending, she
explained.However, concerns about
oversight persist. Duff Conacher of
Democracy Watch criticized the
lack of transparency in expense
enforcement, saying the Board of
Internal Economy, which sets the
rules, does so in secret. That
allows MPs to cover up or
selectively reveal questionable
spending. He also pointed out that
MPs are not required to submit
detailed receipts for hospitality
expenses, creating a loophole in
accountability. As Parliament faces
growing scrutiny over public
spending, these figures are likely
to spark debate about how taxpayer
dollars are managed and whether
further reforms to transparency and
oversight are needed.

Program to support development in the Ring of Fire
region.Revenue from alcohol sales is also expected
to drop sharply, with LCBO income falling from $2.6
billion to $1.9 billion due to policy changes allowing
wider retail access and new tax cuts for alcohol
producers. The government has pledged to review
its entire alcohol taxation and wholesaling model.
While the Ford government commands a majority
and will pass the budget with ease, critics across
party lines are warning that the plan lacks long-
term solutions to structural issues. As CBC'’s
analysis makes clear, the coming months will reveal
whether Ontario’s aggressive investment in tariff
resistance can truly stabilize the province’s
economy or if deeper challenges lie ahead.

Small Businesses Brace for
Another Distuptive Canada Post

Strike

Delivery companies like GoBolt and Stallion Express say a
postal shutdown would overwhelm the shipping system,
clogging major couriers like FedEx and UPS, and possibly
delaying billions of dollars in e-commerce transactions,
especially in rural areas. The labour dispute comes amid a
broader conversation about Canada Post’s future. Agovernment-
appointed commission tasked with evaluating the viability of
the Crown corporation submitted its final report this week.
Labour Minister Steven MacKinnon had established the
commission in January to inform negotiations and address
the service’s financial constraints. Stephanie Ross, a labour
studies professor at McMaster University, noted that the pause
in talks may work to Canada Post’s advantage. The
commission’s findings could support its claim that budgetary
limitations restrict its ability to meet union demands. One key
point of contention is Canada Post’s proposal to add weekend
delivery, which CUPW argues could undermine full-time jobs
by introducing part-time or gig work.With the May 22 deadline
approaching, businesses and workers are anxiously awaiting
the next steps. The outcome could determine not only whether
mail service halts again, but also what kind of future lies ahead
for Canada’s national postal system.

economist for the province, who
said, “If the trade environment
gets worse, it could be very
bad,” citing potential risks to
employment and economic

output. The province’s GDP is
projected to slow significantly
due to the trade conflict. While
GDP grew by 1.5 percent in
2024, it’'s expected to rise just
0.8 percent in 2025—Iess than
half of what was projected in the
previous fall economic
statement. Bethlenfalvy’s
speech made clear the
government’s goal is to bolster
self-reliance in key sectors,
especially manufacturing and
automotive, which have already
suffered setbacks. Housing is
another concern highlighted in
the budget. Home starts are
expected to fall to 71,800 in
2025, well below the
government’'s earlier annual
goal of 100,000. CBC reported
that even by 2028, Ontario does
not expect to surpass 86,000
new builds per year. The
government blames the
slowdown on global trade
disruptions, higher material
costs, and supply chain
pressures.

Ford Government Stands Up for Local
Craft Beer; Lower Taxes will Help Sector
Grow and Create More Jobs

TORONTO —As the voice of craft
brewers in Ontario , the Ontario
Craft Brewers (OCB) applauds the
historic tax changes in today’s
2025 Budget that will provide
immediate relief for over 340
locally-owned breweries in every
corner of this province while
outlining a path for additional
changes that will help these
small businesses grow, hire more
people, and ultimately deliver
more choice and convenience for
craft beer lovers. “Today’s budget
is a game changer for Ontario’s
craft beer sector and one of the
biggest things to happen to the
industry in a generation,” said
Scott Simmons , President, OCB.
“We thank Premier Ford and
Minister Bethlenfalvy for standing
up for our sector in the face of
U.S. tariffs and other headwinds.
Today’s changes will make
Ontario one of the best places for
craft beer manufacturers to make
beer and grow their breweries.”
Ontario’s craft beer sector
represents more than 80 per cent
of all brewing jobs in the province,
a majority in rural and northern
communities, and continues to
grow in popularity. The growth of
the sector, however, had long been
held back by the highest taxes
on craft beer in all of Canada .
The Association launched the
Save Local Craft Beer campaign

Ontario
Craft Brewers

last year to highlight high taxes
were the biggest issue facing the
sector, and coupled with the U.S.
tariffs on aluminum, and cost
increases on everything needed
to make beer, put the future of this
important manufacturing sector at
risk.

The OCB sincerely thanks the
government for listening, and
conducting its review of all alcohol
taxes, mark-ups and fees.
Today’s changes will
immediately reduce a craft
brewers’ taxes by 50% and it is
great news that the government
is committing to building a
progressive tax structure. We
look forward to continuing our
strong partnership and working
closely with the government to
make that a reality and create a
tax structure that further
unleashes the growth in Ontario’s
craft beer sector.

“This is a great day for craft
breweries, craft beer lovers, and
communities across Ontario ,”
concluded Simmons. “The Ford
government has consistently had
the craft beer sector’s back, and
today’s tax changes have put it
on a path to see breweries grow,
create more jobs, invest in their
communities, and have the
ability to get more local beer on
store shelves — | think that’s
something we can all Cheers!”
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MP Spending in Canada Hits Record $187.8M in
2024, Driven by Travel, Staff, and Contracts

Canadian members of Parliament
collectively spent a record-
breaking $187.8 million in 2024,
up $12.7 million from the previous
year, according to newly released
expenditure data. The bulk of the
increase came from higher travel
and staffing costs, as MPs
continue to expand their outreach
and administrative operations.

If the total, $32 million was spent
on travel, $114.1 million went to
staff salaries, $39.8 million was
allocated to third-party contracts,
and $1.9 million covered
hospitality expenses. On average,
each MP spent approximately
$547,000. Ten MPs surpassed
the $700,000 mark, including
members from all major parties.
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Topping the list was Bloc
Québécois MP Kristina Michaud,
who racked up $775,000 in total
expenses, including a record
$328,000 in travel. Michaud, who
did not seek re-election in 2025,
spent more on travel than even
MPs from Canada’s most remote

territories, including Nunavut
NDP MP Lori Idlout. Following
Michaud were B.C. Conservative
Frank Caputo and Alberta
Conservative Mike Lake, with
$769,000 and $745,000 in total
expenditures, respectively.

CTV News reports that when party

averages are compared, the NDP
led the pack with average MP
spending at $583,000, followed by
the Bloc Québécois, the Green
Party, Conservatives, and
Liberals. Though the Liberals and
Conservatives have access to
additional resources due to their
governing and official opposition
status, their individual MPs
reported lower average spending
compared to the NDP. In specific
spending categories, Mike Lake
led all MPs in staff salaries at
$486,000, over $200,000 above
the national average. Meanwhile,
Liberal Minister Dominic LeBlanc
spent nearly $16,000 on
hospitality, almost triple the
average, including several
taxpayer-funded meals at Thai
restaurants and The Keg. Bloc
MP Mario Beaulieu topped the list
for third-party contracts,
expensing nearly $273,000. Travel

expenses were predictably higher
for MPs from remote or northern
regions. However, when travel was
excluded, Liberal MP James
Maloney emerged as the top
spender, with Caputo and Lake
still among the highest. When
factoring in expenses from official
roles such as party leaders and
house officers, positions with
significantly larger budgets, the
numbers climb dramatically.
Conservative leader Pierre
Poilievre spent a total of $8.8
million in 2024, with $7.4 million
allocated for staff. Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau’s office accounted
for $4.2 million, followed by NDP
Leader Jagmeet Singh at $3.8
million and Bloc leader Yves-
Francois Blanchet at $3.7 million.
Experts say the rising expenses
reflect both inflation and a broader
shift in how MPs approach their
roles.

Small Businesses Brace for Another Disruptive Canada Post Strike

Small businesses across
Canada are once again preparing
for a potential Canada Post
strike, which could begin as early
as next week. With the current
back-to-work order expiring on
May 22, many entrepreneurs
fear a repeat of the 2024
disruption that stalled shipments

and strained revenues.

Talks between Canada Post and
the Canadian Union of Postal
Workers (CUPW) have been
ongoing since April 30. However,
earlier this week, Canada Post
announced a temporary pause
in negotiations, saying it needed
time to present more

“comprehensive proposals.” The
union criticized the move, calling
it a tactic that unnecessarily
increases anxiety for workers
and the public. “This is a serious
matter. It is reprehensible to
keep workers and the public on
edge,” CUPW said in a
statement, adding that both

sides should be focused on
reaching an agreement that
benefits employees and
enhances public service. During
the month-long strike in late
2024, over 55,000 postal
workers walked off the job,
leaving packages and letters
stalled nationwide.
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