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FROM YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL MPs

TRES How. JUSTIN TRUDEAU

DEPUTE / MP
Papineau
Justin.Trudeau.clc@parl.gc.ca
(514) 277-6020
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DEPUTEE / MP
Dorval —Lachine — LaSalle
Anju_Dhillon@parl ge.ca

(514) 639-4497
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ANTHONY HOUSEFATHER

DEPUTE / MP
Mont-Royal / Mount Royal
Arthony Housefather@parl ge.ca
(514) 283-0171
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FAYCAL EL-KHOURY
DEPUTE / MP
Laval —Les lles

Faycal.El-Rhoury@parl.gc.ca
(450) 689-4594

ANGELD IACOND

DEPUTE / MP
Alfred-Pellan
Angelo.lacano@parl.gc.ca
(450) 661-4117

DEPUTEE / MP
Nofre-lame-de-Grace-Westmount
Anna.Gainey @parl.ge.ca

(514) 4811897
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HoM. MELANIE JOLY

DEPUTEE / MP
Ahuntsic-Cartierville

Melanie_Joly@parl.gc.ca

(514) 383-3709

J '
N\

DEPUTEE / MP
Brossard — Saint-Lambert

Alexandra.Mendes @parl.gc.ca
(450) 466-6872
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How. STEVEN GUILBEAULT

DEPUTE / MP
Laurier— Sainte-Marie
Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca

(514) 522-1339

EMMANUELLA LAMBROPOULDS

DEPUTEE / MP
Saint-Laurent
Emmanuella Lambropoulos Giparl g ca

(514) 335-6655

FRANCIS SCARPALEGGIA

DEPUTE / MP
Lac-Saint-Louis
Francis.Scarpaleggia@parl.ge.ca

(514) 695-6661
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SAMEER ZUBERI

DEPUTE/MP
Pierrefonds — Dollard

Sameer Zuberi@parl.gec.ca

(514) 624-5725

PATRICIA LATTANZIO
DEPUTEE / MP
Saint-Léonard — Saint-Michel
Patricia. Lattanzio@parl.gc.ca

(514) 256-4548
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Pro- Active Drayage
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WMEH IHTT (GHT- 25 A™®)

—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

Simranjeat
Singh

Simarpreat
Singh

fmauts fiwr (8Ha- 29 )

"Isey frw (§va- 25 ArsT)
fasta wrazqd =t G&weT I95
TTHETHEHAH

faHgsats fAw (BHa- 24
%), €HWdI MUd™] Jda & feae
5% I5-3¢ IJd OHS I BT
HBEH

ysyts fAw (8ve 29 A,
IBIE T Ifges T a)

fare3™d F13 e Avd U+
femaatmt et avTs3 ®eEt
AS<TE §3Ues € §5ediE aae
wre Arfen f&9 st ar=artifen
3 fegrer, € femast »ifag =t
s fagt €3 5000 3789 3* U
ot 93t W3 MUdU 996 € feae
5% 33-96 o @S IS o afAn
e fesa g5183T & Jet dar

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

RESTED

Prabhpreet
Singh
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DANAPTY

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLOBE.

live channels, Punjabi,all Indian, Pakistani,English and All over The

World with Sports package, Movies,Ppv,HBO,Sports,

Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A9 Urret fEstnis wete 968 3 fewer

IAT USRS Jo% € 5% 3% TomT 39 ©
AUTCH 968, HE 96, NigHls, ceitan,
fEAS W3 MG € To@ T 2 MdE HIS Ade §
Instagram:IAMD]JDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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Publishers Note

Desi Times and people associated with it are not responsible for
any claims made by the advertisers or endorse any of their products
or service advertised within. The views expressed in the Desi Times
don not necessarily reflect the views of the publisher and editor. Desi
Times is in the business of selling space but does not test or confirm
the legilmacy of the claim made in the paper. Desi Times dones promote
ahealthy forum for discussion of a myriad of views in peaceful civilized
manner while trying to dissuade any form of discrimination and abuse.

Contribution to the growth of the paper is most appreciated and
sponsors and advertisers are trained for their support. We would like
to thanks all the well wishers and supporters of Desi Times for making
this endeavor possible. Let us be proud of our roots, humble in our
temperament and rigorous in our efforts to attain greatness in our
achievements

HATHB &
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31 wWfydad Hue It far ASla @ 8 &
feaHT39 319 ¥ I5 M3 I9 AT TT It
W&émv@&ﬁwéﬁmﬁw
ol

g feu fq fen ges e H3se I fa gmur
wa feew wnifemt
T9 1398 & fugs
{egt g fest feg 3w
2Pt BT fEniie e ugeH gaStut &
feee & gom &3 farur 91 fegt ‘§° €
St yus W3dtHet 8 cu s s &
WMeT I ge WTEPHT I&5 Ud mid 3

93 31 A6 s ATedal § M3 9793 €
nragat HHfent e feent eus fesr &t
3% J1 At feu e8t® € Aae I fa fea Ag
frrmz T fam &7 v H3BE I fa fea d&T-
JuT g It & YN Jd6 ©F afHe I
feg g8 3= ©-9¢ feas ffg van T
A=A YT M8 U39S Jae o fa fem &
funst € afent § g 39 faaT g Har

AdaTd @ fan muR & feg A= sdf feaT fa
ST 9793 & U I feg HHsT aTfemT At
AT &4t ? feg gt ¥3W T Jret J1 fEst
WIrg =T Iret I 19999, fea Ig fAg e
f3€ arfen I fa 93 A9 A= @ qet
<Y &dt 3T fapur fagT 5 fiéa feg &t
i T fa fiy f3uaeht bt Uart fag
G3a=TetT Iretnt A | fHE I JaaStmT

Services d'embellissement féminin

3 gt T AET® 7 3T BT I fanieed gttt er it 3 w3 Qo S € gt aae
FISPAT & TUR FAS A miHala! fe= oo fae s ‘§° 9u3 A9 & »iHdtat Ste
Jd€ I& A (& et J9&T &t € §a3 9 &et gav I&| 987 Aes feg I fa mimmr
fe<" a4t 9T wter w3 &7 It 137 fardr farr § fa f€ug Gug et a5 3 T HS
T ug AUET 7 fa ndiat aEt S AU BT S o of® Jdte| AeTet feo 3 fa 7 feo
&4t 99 W 1gfemet A 8= AT ugT J1 geTs ugT iz A7 faur I, 89 39S M-
at »atar feo® a3t g3=m AT €8T um 39t 5% 2% 39t gabrr &t faau-uay

fg fegm Hifen & W398 & midtat 3 fows Fear@e set atar faprr J1 fowrg
THEST § IBT AT A §FT & I FET 3T Y gH-mHdtar @ra3T 3 ge 2du &F
At fa @5t 3=t €a7& 9793t smaIfaat 5% WWWW JIAT ITBT IIS
feg sengel fa atgt et I P arfoa I fa & P fegmmaret 31 JouS Starm feo
mdtatt & @3Tet grdt falae d9s e fa edu & §is & IHeaust mt fAsfiar &
frsfrsT fesas &3 fdar 3, @5t & feu =figres st e o Ner ffar 31 ot
UISTHT US™HT W3 dFeT diaT &9 U @27 fen e W38y feg 7 fa aet arser =dait
fa3 mgr Uer 31 &8t v afger I fa gt aaean (gat went a1 3 gaoie gau
St gfent &t ug'e €t Uz J1St 77 3 AIHaT €T U366 dds BET MHdlaT,
gat T 3 fen fE9 T&t T a1 AaeT I fard 3 3 A3 fw fegara Jet =93m)
fa@fa few ar=t &t yfafonr I w3 fer Jaat 1ot femerwazmw 3 fa edv, yfas
f&9 903 W9 AW 996 UT & fa at feo w3 fasfiar 831 t mri-wmud woratut

B I7I3T I& AT feg TuST eHby @ fanm
J3 99 3 I&| #4397 A9 fa 7 ITF di9-
F&at feriaias ede & Ao 9 guraT
UTHUdE & F JY
fenrge arfen &
Uz J ge fegras
dtar AT uas™T feg® a3t mEle faw mmarg
‘3 feg en®T Jdadl fa st e g3t T
T &4t ? ot fen wimgra ‘3 fa € fag faar
ferer I A QU faost g §wer d 2 3tAT
feg 39 g9a99 J fa fam § Jet gaa &t
Uer fa feg & 297 29 fAw =9ait sTardt
© mey &9 en are 95— fus g fes
T%3 fen &8 <t '3 g5 J¢ J6 w3
IBIT-MHAET S IHT A = g9 uT gat

€ AEHT g€ ATSdl- HA%S J GIU I §
w3 Rt g5 & Ay fEsT arear ¢ feq
uys et fen § wf3agat =t s feur
A2 3T T fud™3 uTesd , TIIT AHT 1T
J29T| YT WdTs &7 faar AT AgeT J fa
feat fest HAad W3 ugtfgar et =&t
fagtat et 513 few 3y e wfaw
AES J: o 29y At fasfiar & A<t ur &<
I& A 3dl 7% 9€8 9t gataT f&9 Jet
MBI IS &1 I 3T I3 Bl fagst vt
g9, iA99d €€ A€ 93 I HeT Il &
Toey fusTe edu w3 mdlal AuTd € 3% ™
f&g g2 J¢ 75 ? e feg 3793 BEt Wyt
g TJqit aet 3% J1 Afee feg m39-
I UGS M3 MTUST Wiegat a3t feans
g9 & AWt J1 fAE I feent 38" e

J1 €9 fan a7 fan It GF udu AR 99T Iwiga T 3 fem § €2 Sfvwr ugfenr
5 fA= gAe3t goe g&- »dlar 3 arergdter d fas o I At faar 9, 7=,
fslae 913 Ae =78 Baf ST g™ 399 fons gear@< e Jaa 3T

Ameliorez votre beauté

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair: Styling

mm

Other,female
831 guIst B3u=t % SHt® HA™

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

= (a s i
Jdd <l <4dJd

143605444

More services soon

"74]@ EotelVentul@uest;
E@m@mm{@:ﬂ%

o
HdI<H
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faATes mrqr AfdTeq fiwr Gareat & ufew faems
g99 w & df faar, 931erg Haw 99 faw ais udst

foams &9 ®¥ I® fans
& fagrm g f&3r Jifarrs
Aeget ¥%° 5 W99 § %ia
fAw Qargrar W3 gmytg fAw
THIH AS e Ateia faras
gt & GAmg yfew & faams
f&g & fomr gttt afosant
F@<tg fAw &t faude yamsa,
fooms &9 gag w@e 3 gmie
Afdies fAw & €fmur fa €a
Tes ffRgmMrag As Ae @57 &
fogmmz f&g four fapur AHG g™
& faur, ufsw & Hat Bams e
U3T grfee Hd HETEts 3 & fariT
gl faos At fSe ge a5 €57
3 d% Tfs Slge9 & 12 0 3
gf3mT Aar=ar|

HI™ HeTets fan g9 arst <9
AHIATE feaT ugT &ar farrm /it fa
ufasw ebut 3t w arehnt g&
M3 A aTEBT e faruT 3T ufesn
3 gy Iistt & 3F fomr 3 fuE”
IZ AT g IS BT Ifes
& ufew & dar T aret fa yus
fegt aigtut &9 fan féa s
J1 €F " fare3 g ag a HE 3%
& o ¢ A5l €7 feg Aigas Hae
Tt TS JE BT IET I
yq fam-foam a7 et fem g9 °Hg
It ATSaTdt &It I AT 3T ed
AT UT Ad9 Aatit Aggeit &
g9 fS9 & & eA®T § Afer 3T
TUPAT ATl HI9T HBI<T 9ds5 &
A% o Harl3 fAw dud <f 37
16 feuret 71857 & widl faar
T, +7< faost-faost Aed<t o
I8 & BAST femr W3 A3t
Agget 575 fag gaa Ifa fapur
feg 3™ HaAl3 fAw § usT g
AT ATS §799 8§ wrgrmt § u3T
JETIAIITT 979 §Bfent & G5t
& fagr, Aaarg »iar 3+ A9 It
IHHT JT I5| ¢ fa/ & A9
&% I 8 & faar 7 fa wrt
AdSd 3° <0 IT Ud AIAd o
aHwdt feg I fa AgaTg IiBag
3 gdtl ATST aHedt 3T et 7
»HAT Wt {9 g799 7% feasa|
AdaTd & dfemm wimt 3 fem feg
i =&t 3T It ar® aat J1 IS
Adad A’ §¢ FTB'T &g a%

AHST mast €% €F ga3t vfow

S< 931918 HaW 979 1% Fafemt
€&t & fagr few g9 viféar =t

T M3 MR TSHI3T I7d HFT3
fans Hagr &€ wrat fegms
fegrfanm ar<=ar siatat Afasart
JIGHAIE THS HI9d W dfdred
fRrwr was* €t mia™a W3t &9
UJ9 39 As fAg <3t farest <
fanrs ufost 3° It feas T
A5 lufgn & Gagrat & a0 fes
It w9 §et qad foaAs 9 &
feur rhiufer <& fugs feat
J¢ wans 9 g793t fans
gabis (day) Gaerat @ wrg
Afates faw Qargrat € wa
ZTUHTT 13T aret A/, ug €ararat
Sr A w3 f&9 Wge st
A& | faaawar § far 4 Haw & uas
fEe Hy N3t ga=s ffwws &
fanrat @ udfemt fedu Az
yf3fafenr f&3t mt few 3 <t
fanTs w1 =T 7S

Qaragt & At FISt SFE
f&g at faar At

wH A9 Hfdreqd fiw @aramat
& fomrrst @ wat €3 It gruHTaT
reat fanrs Aagebdt € Uy §
ATsT J13T ATIEET faur fa 7e
f&9 uas W& AIaTg =F Afonst
3 fagt a9t 3¢ A7 Age IQaTat

afsﬁmsmewfeaaﬁrzr €
Hy W34t & faor vt fa 7 gasT
J=eati@gt feg <t faur,g3targ
ygaT fAIR HET AIqT9 fusTE
QT et ot &a1 AtfewT Afar
gsfa a'wd fuste gaasT =t
gFtarg srfemT ater § w3 oAt

HHEdT & HYIS dadT Ha 3T A13t
A= ifugs €8t Widws bt
WMy Itt gfdetut vart faz:

| myhiug vt ats wet feswe,

wa fmgr & A39t Hsw I
gIH™H3 Jdd fI[e30 J13T 7',
»HTE fimeT € as3 dE St

S~ =2

= 77, 3¢ AT 3 3fo3 fem wesT

f&g it I = femt & 10-10

| &Y JUT ynireaT fagT e Ifast
| Hd9 AC @H 99 & AT Me&aT

., EIsUe I g fen g § IT

mHfewT 772 fa ¥ wWaws sdt &
AIeTI€@T H3Tad &3 UT '3
fanrst & fogms fee =t faur
ATRITIAH=Tg farrst &% Jet
Wiféar g9 €77 fagr, v witféar
f&e @5t (famms Btzah) & Ufemr

BT AR, MEBET 9IS Hate 98
faarst-vagat € ufgerar &
WoTEET W3 st fEgtt
AT 1u3teTst AdeT § yEHS
F4a 3 U 3T A=

9793 fewe U9 graT fE5°
g9 i<, feert 3 93t fAenT,
U @3uTe, 2% AaHHT W3 Hie
nfe §ua nrorz f38<t We aos
ot gafe Suret a7 w3 993
@ faAaTst @bt gAsT et ufos &
W9 '3 Hate ISt A= 158 A&
I Ty @vg € fanrs W3 3

fa at 5 IIta =% gdasT AT
gaar, few '3 fawrs wmrarmt &

ufast =t wifagT gt @79 i3
J19aeot & faor At fa farTst
ThuT AT I Wy 73at UAme
& gtwt gt st qrEtwt
A& 1T 19y Qe € Aar3Tg
frw ares™3 & Sfim fa afdied
ffw €argrat g9 farTst &%
Tes € gu L9 v 39 Al §FT
T Jes 99 g da a iy
yfen & Qargrat § fogms fg

faar fa ATat ggar| feg 7 faar
fa o mit fag sege aitzT 1 G5
fagr At fa farTs wrgwt @
fou™s H3™9d | Ha9 € 39
faars wmrgmt & Wiféar set
gETfemT /WS & forar,ug it 3+
ufgsr &t fanrs wrant 578
Hiféar sger faor ot g Ad9
famrst v gt fen 3gT a9
It feg et viféar St de T 3

fewmr Atiarss™® & faor fa
farTst @ et wid gfudd 3T
T+ 931918 €8 g9 d9 faor At
w3 foaA3z ST T are fanrst
& gz=r@T Bt Tt Awawm
f&femr farur At

At faATs gy Hiféar aes At
UdaT & - JAEI H'S

4 W99 § 49z f&u vy W3at
gare3 fAw s & farrst @
uafemt fedu muz yf3fafem
&3t AtIgar<e3a s & fagr At

& ¥feT Ji37 AT fa geT AgaTg
& HTS 2023 Tt Watut Jebt
Hart & & o8 3T B st 3T
farurIGaraTat & faar wt, fammst

fa farrs wrgmit € uafent a9
7537 & HAfasT 7% gy U'er
I w3 U7g gafemt e gur geer
a7 fgor 31t sovret & feg &v

faATs war ggsT 9t € BTI8FT
faar, 7 faamat e fgg =z, 7
Hiféar uad @ wWe™s 339 d &t
fe3t gsfa ufost =t fanst &
fymer fagt ot
farst @bt iar st o ?
I SAST & ydte I we-

HAET BeT USHE WAST &7l
FId 10 IJdd gUT Y3T HaTaT
Tons fest a2 iyurs i3dt evs
g™ GHsT &9 FUTT g9d T
Y AgaTat My wET J96
"3 ATdtT SRS & AT e fIAT
gerfemT A IaHts Aa=erfed
95 AUt 2013 € Wide § QR gU
f@9 s 3T A= M3 ded
AIdTd =8 mfewdt § Aad fts
waeTfed Aaut &3 fagen I
I3 AT INGIIT 3To3 Y3t A
200 fes g@ITT HIEAT
FaerfenT A<, Hfgsas &9
T I 700 FUT Y3t fes ai3w
e M3 a3t § St femge feg
HHS 3T d7= |

&I AS AT SAST € ghat
ot are< 3T fSg pug a3 A=,

Wz AHTES H& & I8 6T ardet,
ATIbT BH&T @ H& AeHis™as
JE IS 5% IA I Al fen
3 femrer d& @ Womaut 3
WAEUT AEHiETES afHes @

grctArets, wHiz AT
BIC®TEHT Mae &9 AU g9a
SIBT M3 758 Uug € §3ute
9T 3 9 SR FUSTHT
3 HA ST gaa 878 A7 W3
AATET @ & BfERAW dT 13

TN H3Eq &3 A=, IBe]
AS AT HAT &MT & ydte &t aHt
IHAS TSt A< ITATST M3

-aas‘fnau’r;raarrwa’ra‘l?ﬁmr
ATl €7 U3 a1 i+ Hg d9f 4T

A iRfers €t st et 39
F9d et @ wifgarat '3
sﬁs'nTatrtmssreaﬁ?Frra

ume’ruaafmmuwfwwnaz Rey U 1 g€ Tt

Hsawwwaﬁmﬁmﬁa
UTH AHST MdBT €% 25 S9=dt &
g9t HfIH oINS a9 a MarsT
yfafanT »dg a9 gam I, ex UH /Y
MIATH Y3 & AT fapiat qwsla
AWy 99 I& foar 993t meaat A gad
J13T farum A, @R v3Tea feo gg ot
&t It TS, 2 TFEd & Hf mas
3IY3 Afoy fey pudlo ges M3 39
JEt At 3 fem € &% Jt AgeaT &
JaHaE™ f&g faor At fa pusto e
T AT MBI €% ©t 6d IHer
3 fex € #eg y=rs I mast
TS €AY gt 3 T Ug 991 IS,
MITB TS Tt FI3T guIT I A=
w3 {35 1S € wied- Wed st 9
FI=TE AL IHATBI €% T &<t
93T BT U Hadt vt gaTet aret
At ug aiet = gfgeT I fa miarst
% €5t &% Afgwant sat a9
faarifarrrat qwse fiw e fors 3

g€ g QNS MdTHT €% € 933t
HfioH §3 e fag e 3@ se 9
TSIHIT BT I8, +H0d MIAS U3
Aoy @ AT AUrde HeeT fegmmy
3J 95 fa 393t v g Jet of &t
gt 3t Gt v fev fows AHet
"B T% F FgSt HioH & AT 39
'3 g3t I w3 few 5% It et
MITB @ Hae fS9 =0 & M9 39

: ¢ _.f
‘\ ey

g< JIE I&Ifamat qwele fiwr <
I fonrs 3 gie 93t anet feg
3 A9 T Jret I w3 €T gaSt
AEU 5t I 513t €FtaT st 99
H'Ig (FaTseTa) & Hiféar Fe BEt 31

it I yaT ST

At »a™® 33 ATfdg € A8e9
famst qusts fiw & fugs feat
mue ffa fars &9 wirfym,

Sfewr, Aa gafires fing andt w3
faguss fiwr g5319 mASter = ur &t
wWruST oq F9dit w3 fer feg Jt fea
HHd IHST t wigreTet gdarifAr et
e fiw AfoeTs €t e S8 warst
Wifear feg atgr Ar<am €t aniet
o 'et Hals <€t araaraTdt €3
femas &7 ynt yareTet gimms fee
AECTT qwEtd firwr e 3 fors
fue® A% € efgg 2024 § AT A3
JIE gaH & Aegg f<9 Atifer gav
313 /it mia® 3u3 Arfoe €t eFt®
TYIE B9 S JaT a9 e At ma
&<t I3 IS T BT HI HEdt et
T A5 99 fE3T AR yars
JIfred i oot < wigreret feg
fer et & S agaT At w3 fer feg
Heg = faaurs fiw 53919, Az

Wlwm%ﬁm—é’m
JIfred i ot w3 faeus i
3919 & IHet 3 ninSter e fegrige
fesa® UF Wadt anet Ifg aret I
fam & vyt fotge At vias 36
ATfag »idr ug o9 a3t 3 fam fiSg
St nifipnr § fa &<t a3t wet
@ faam

TH UH NS mid &1 €% & 9931
Hﬁm@ggﬂﬁrw@wma
uwahrr?;fs‘;r?_;wﬁmm
fesr Jiftatg st wrar 3T
THAS W 9 y3Tsa, Udet &
FISTHIIH THI 33 BY UggT AT
13T wit A& wad An feg fagr
wraHd<dT of Hifear geret Ar<ait
# Haa® 3 fagr 3Bide €t 5= <
foaraTst daadr 3 fagT Ftdie »iar
HYT 3®Idie 9 H Mal Ut yus
<t = gaadil
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AAE & #% J e, U9 1984 € uH el &t ni§ 75

2005 f&9 faat HIFeHT I UTUSH T5THE 77 fAS® MBS JIe I€ IIBMH § ATfen
W3 J aret At | fegst aet AtgT feggeta gwmar a3aw™H & sfoarfewT fa ‘A9’ =t et <37
3 feg =t fagurgz at3sT fa Qaw@<s o on sarfen fapur U3z faresT T, 3 wast 83t fazst
Zfour gfemr a3Fm™H 3 Yug At, YT JTargn UTaet § AUrFe J (Ae ffq <37 edyz farer
'3 JTIIGN UTdet € HEdT, oHeder 39 '3 AT T I gt g9 fE3T T, 3T ugst a3t fowst 9) 15
M3 TS & MUITUPAT & AT | yurs H33t & IIBMTH BET
gmTaT FI37 farur A, fAagt fem 3° gvfT, FIGH UFST € JUF § €= BT
Afont & fEst @ site-amre s7s7e3t afues-a fa 16 &7 U7 137 A, 972" €7 AX°
f&9 fiy wat &t ug'e a9a et ATsT f&g 109t #wfagt Ate @bt Agarat 3 Wizt fadget
anet AT-& 2000 fRg Aarfuz W3 g <, fend 1984 € fAy
3T At w3 Atet aTaTE3t @ fedut €farut =@ eIRTgEhdT

o

g ¥t nareret feg feg Aeyag afdetut a5, fen aatas &

AUIH dd2 A9 & 2005 &9 sHgmMe™d gae J¢ fa AagTsa
22T gt Jutit A | 9T fAge gIHTg w3 eretesg fedu ufsm AN, AgaTdt WATETT,
3BT, gIAT, ETIItT, IRET Haen IBTET € fAeTen J1sT fewaT arut €@ a3® BEt feg yd
g grgmt »3 fEe’ Ia fa At feg fenm Sug AR gt gretgrd 3I° gesT s et
Tt W3 ‘asTnts fFe arerat € grege A, fAagt & ¥&»™H W3 939t TanT =93 Jat
ug33’ 575 BN, fegt gzt & ¥t J7 graert ARe wEa M AT | fed @ arat @ fes
31 MAIET, 1984 & M3 g7at § FIfoHT 578 ‘B’ WU gEST §IfoHT 5% femT, utdet =daqt 2 fIAT e @5t AT3s 3° g™ I'H & &H

o-l: l(O-l:

yuTs W39t feeaT arat &t @5t 5% 95 & M2 @77 § wiar sar fare3Tat 3 €2 wT gIAT fE3TI ©F AUBHI T I Barfent feengT §UTH J95 BT HI3 S
g @ Ay »ar fumat gwrar J gIfort 7% T8’ &% Sfgmr aafen #wr As. gfareT, fagt & At svg feg'u wmugrfugd & Wy »ry § g9a3 g famr,
3t v & I3 g9 3 ge farmt At AT T &1 grTaT 2018 &9 1984 & IJIZwM™ graerel 98 9t 7, graifa o< fa San & aet fes ufast
5=t st f[Te 997 937 fAy mfoo o gy feene &qr A1t 578 AEUI 186 HHfEWT St HE feu 903 3T IE30 5% I8 g& e famrm At | ua fEst e
fegat &famt f&9 AToar et At, @ ST MTHTE III @ A9 BT WAMTEIeT & mareTel ddt 7 15TeTe3t afHes & feg & «f IrfesT3t gt gg3 we
FTITGHT AAE H'9d AAS gHTg & fefsam &9 ufast =9 ge5T a9 3ot fagaz at3T farum AT, <t ys™AT at3T fa 1984 & ATt ATEt gdta3 U9 Fgsed
Sret ar3zmETsT givaT wet €6t T TE ITH TATAT A3 gIe & 2022 &Y faor fa Figrgw fIAr 3° g g9q It w3 foursa At | feg San, fAnd
sfgg@ < Bt 40 A BT II€ HIfo3 IIBW™H & fATe fE8T AIaTd €7 yaT w35 feu watat Iehdt WA 587 WenTerHdd 9§70 Hd1s UfgsT M HE §8HeTd
5,7 f3 fest gme @xt € &9 ot ®argar 2,733 fAy w3 g @ At fa fonr @ far &t f&9° fAge 25 &9 ot Aare €97 Ay & fast fan ga=e €
AAATd 578 43K gferm At | ug, A5 gv&ifa, Ha ut wifugrs &3 St & Aar &7 B IfHe ¥a° It A, fagt &9 fage 12 wigr yr fagwr At, & T Eat
gefani3t 578, IHTg feaw 3™ Aaest & ITauTsT f&w feg fend wAfen Jars™@ fyAar § I3® BET A M3 I& 440 wfugratdt gmraT fEst € 93
YNy grargat fammAze™s 3, fare3t 4,000 € 33 €At 7 | wHT3T € 779 996 78 IMHAS AaTe &9, 993 A'd HHfemT ge3T-vest § d2d® dds &er
fang few 3gT AT geTeT aret few 3 grve gufant 3 Tumi’ ©F wateTel J9s Bet fauaz v fea femast § #3-"3 feret 3rfes3t g79 wAdme
J, 9= fa fegt 72 vifent €975 {9, Bargar 15 A9 JIfHAsT, 137, @ ydt 397 Aee A5 fa HrHfewt &9 €nt utfewr fagew &3 arg A5 | feg fAgs
g3t M3 dfem™ I3 AZET '3, anehdt w3 ferm 779 et & €T Audty dde € 21 dIte famm At | fem 3° gie, 2018 fesT Areer At fa fend fest
x5t @ wat »3 I TEHT FU-TY 39 '3 fev faguragz Anfen g== &t o379 fEg g5~ &9 guaty dge & faararat ufegw &% fH® & dH a5 =
gret 3 iyt € efent e fagrg at3T fa feg a3@w™ afaen | fa €773 1990 fEg atsT /- J5 mmmretet g=vet aret it wifuars wt, 7 fa ye gafoq At
35 ®eT fdg i3t § Harfes utget €@ Tererdt fae fa aua W3 fen set, wrue s3itfmut w3 feg sarrsTg A7at 91 fen w3 A3 fegaq GEnT et Bis9
qIs M3 Gt T a3F d95 € W3 GHE AvEt HAT Weg anus & Areuts gfosdrl @vie 9w, fEwer ottt € Usg M3 afa3s At w3 aEt vifewt fae,
et 9 €HT A& | 93 ATY &TH, UIH ©TH HTHIIL, ISt WM& ATY, AAfen fHEar & 19 €39fuaatamtearat & 19 fAas’ fa grye f&9 Araus
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Canada Prepares
Countermeasures
as Trump’s

Tari

The United States is
set to impose sweeping tariffs

Products
Canadian tariffs include:

ake
|

P

targeted for

extends to

LCBO stores.

This ban
restaurant

Distribution Branch to halt
purchases of American liquor,

tariffs. Nova Scotia Premier Tim
Houston has announced

on Canadian and Mexican
goods starting Tuesday,
escalating tensions into a full-
blown North American trade
war. President Donald Trump,
who signed the tariff order on
February 1, claims the
measures are necessary to
curb illegal migration and
opioid smuggling into the U.S.
Initially set to take effect last
month, the tariffs were delayed
by 30 days following
discussions between Trump
and Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, during which Canada
pledged additional border
security measures.In
response, Canadian leaders at
both the federal and provincial
levels have outlined plans to
counteract the economic
impact of these duties.
Federal Response Trudeau’s
government has announced
retaliatory tariffs mirroring the
U.S. measures. An immediate
25% tariff will be placed on $30
billion worth of American
imports, with additional duties
covering $125 billion in U.S.
goods to follow within three
weeks.

Alcoholic beverages such as
American beer, wine, and
bourbon Fruits, fruit juices, and
vegetables Consumer goods,
including household
appliances, furniture, and
sporting goods

Raw materials like lumber and
plastic Provincial Responses
Ontario - Premier Doug Ford
has taken a hard stance,
ordering the removal of

suppliers, preventing them from
restocking U.S. liquor brands.
Ontario liquor sales from
American suppliers amount to
nearly $1 billion annually. Ford
has also scrapped a $100-
million deal with Elon Musk’s
Starlink, which was intended to
expand high-speed internet
access to remote
communities. British
Columbia Premier David Eby

particularly from Republican-
led states. Additionally, Crown
corporations have been
instructed to prioritize Canadian
suppliers over American
alternatives. Alberta Unlike
other provinces, Alberta Premier
Danielle Smith has opposed
retaliatory economic measures.
Instead, she is advocating for a
diplomatic resolution and
continued negotiations with the
U.S. administration to roll back the

measures to limit American
companies’ access to provincial
procurement contracts and is
exploring ways to terminate
existing agreements with U.S.
firms. The province will also double
tolls for commercial vehicles
crossing the border from the U.S.
As the trade dispute intensifies,
Canadaremains firminits stance,
balancing economic retaliation
with strategic diplomacy to

American alcohol products from

has directed the BC Liquor

protect its industries and workers.

Greater Toronto Home Sales Drop Amid High Mortgage Rates and Trade War Uncertainty

Home sales in the Greater Toronto Area
(GTA) fell 27.4% in February 2025
compared to the same month last year,
as high mortgage costs and economic
uncertainty kept many buyers on the
sidelines, according to the Toronto
Regional Real Estate Board (TRREB).
Market Sees Decline in Sales, Increase
in Listings 4,037 homes were sold in
February, down from 5,562 in February
2024. Sales declined 28.5% from January
on a seasonally adjusted basis. Average
home price fell 2.2% year-over-year to
$1,084,547. New listings rose by 5.4%,
while overall inventory surged 76%,
reaching 19,536 available properties.
Despite the decline, buyers currently

have more negotiating power, as
increased listings have eased
competition. Toronto-based broker
Jessica Hammell noted that while lower
home prices offer opportunities,
affordability remains a major
challenge.“There’s more inventory, less
competition, and more leverage for
buyers, but Toronto real estate is still very
expensive,” Hammell explained. TRREB
president Elechia Barry-Sproule
emphasized that high mortgage rates
continue to strain affordability, making it
difficult for average households to
manage home payments. TRREB chief
market analyst Jason Mercer added that
wider economic concerns, particularly

Canada’s trade dispute with the U.S.,
may be causing potential buyers to
hesitate.“On top of lingering affordability
concerns, homebuyers have arguably
become less confident in the economy,”
Mercer said. “If trade uncertainty eases
and borrowing costs trend lower, we
could see much stronger sales in the
second half of the year.” The new U.S.
tariffs imposed by President Donald
Trump—including 25% duties on most
Canadian exports and a 10% levy on
Canadian energy—are further clouding
economic outlooks.Sales Drop Across All
Home Types Every property type in the
GTA saw a sales decline in February:

Canada Expands Permanent Residence Priorities,
Adds Education Sector to Skilled Immigration List

Canada has revised its skilled
immigration selection system for 2025,
adding education professionals such as
teachers’ assistants and early childhood
educators to its list of prioritized
occupations for permanent residence. The
move aligns with the country’s evolving
labor market needs and growing demand
for skilled workers in critical sectors. The
Immigration Department first introduced
the “category-based selection” system—
also known as the “targeted draw’—in
June 2023 to better match skilled
immigrants with key industries. In addition
to prioritizing candidates with strong
French language proficiency, the system
focuses on professionals in key sectors,
including health care, STEM (science,
technology, engineering, and
mathematics), trades, transport, and
agriculture. As part of the latest update,
the transport category has been entirely
removed, while the education sector has
been added. The newly included roles

encompass kindergarten, elementary, and
secondary school assistants, early
childhood educators, and instructors for
persons with disabilities. The revised
health care category now includes
additional social services occupations,

roles for
technicians.

along with expanded
technologists and

Meanwhile, under the STEM category,
positions such as architects, software
engineers, and data scientists have been
removed, while insurance agents and
brokers have been added. Additionally,
cooks are now included under the trades
category. Immigration Minister Marc Miller
emphasized that the skilled immigrant

selection process must keep pace with
Canada’s shifting economic and
demographic needs. “We are building a
more dynamic workforce with workers and
professionals from in-demand fields,” Miller
said. “Our approach ensures immigration
remains a key driver of Canada’s growth,
helping businesses thrive while supporting
communities across the country.”The
updated selection criteria also
prioritize candidates with Canadian
work experience, reinforcing the
government’s commitment to
transitioning temporary residents to
permanent status. “These priorities
maintain the focus on bringing in skilled
workers with the potential to integrate
and contribute to Canada’s future,” the
Immigration Department stated. With
these changes, Canada aims to refine its
immigration strategy, ensuring that skilled
newcomers can effectively support the
country’s workforce and long-term
economic growth.
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Alberta Braces for Economic Fallout
as Trump’ S Tarlffs Take Effect

Alberta’s economy is
facing a significant challenge as
U.S. President Donald Trump’s
sweeping tariffs on Canadian
imports officially take effect. The
25% levy on Canadian goods and
a 10% tariff on energy exports are
expected to hit the province hard,
with experts warning of potential
economic downturns.

Alberta Faces Dual Threat from
U.S. and Canadian Tariffs

Kent Fellows, an economist at the
University of Calgary’s School of
Public Policy, cautioned that
Alberta may suffer not only from
Trump’s tariffs but also from
Canada’s retaliatory measures.
“We could be staring down the
barrel of a potential recession,”
Fellows told Global News. The
economic impact will be
particularly pronounced in cities
like Calgary, Edmonton, and

T

Businesses Struggle to Adapt

While many companies are
bracing for the worst, some are
looking for opportunities amid the
crisis. Calgary-based Ruviita
Energy Tea, which recently
secured a contract with Costco,
has seen increased demand for
its locally made energy drinks.

“With Costco, we took a big risk

| and put ‘Proudly made in Calgary,

Alberta’ all over the packaging,”
said owner Mitch Jacobsen. “That
was one of the best things we've

4 everdone.”

Lethbridge, where industries rely
heavily on U.S. trade.

The provincial government, which
released its latest budget on
Tuesday, projects a deficit
between $2.9 billion and $8.7
billion, depending on the extent of
the trade war’s impact. Natural
resource revenues, which account
for up to 25% of Alberta’s provincial
income, are expected to take a
major hit.

Jacobsen noted that many
consumers are now prioritizing
Canadian-made products, but
sourcing entirely domestic
ingredients remains a challenge.
“Certain flavors and vitamin blends
still come from the U.S.,” he
explained, adding that switching
suppliers will take time.

Tariffs Jeopardize Expansion
Plans While Rviita has benefited
from Canadian consumer support,
its U.S. expansion plans have
been put on hold. Currently, the
company sells to American
consumers through Amazon, but
with the new tariffs in place, prices
will rise, making their products
less competitive. “We expected
the U.S. to be a big part of our
business,” Jacobsen said. “l don’t
want to say that opportunity

disappeared overnight, but pretty
close.”

Key Sectors at Risk: Energy,
Lumber, and Agriculture
Alberta’s energy sector will face
some relief, as Trump imposed a
lower 10% tariff on Canadian
energy products rather than the
full 25%. However, industries like
lumber and agriculture are
expected to suffer severe
consequences.The uU.S.
government has already warned
that Canadian lumber imports
could face a 27% tariff, while new
agricultural tariffs are scheduled
to take effect on April 2, 2025.
Government Response and
Uncertain Support Measures
While the federal and provincial
governments have promised to
support affected industries,
Fellows pointed out the challenge
of funding these measures.
“Paying for supports requires
revenue, and the tariffs are limiting
the amount of revenue by
suppressing economic activity,”
he explained. “The dollar is going
to take a hit, and imports will
become more expensive.”

With Alberta’s economy at risk
and businesses scrambling to
adjust, the next few months will
determine the full impact of
Trump’s tariffs on the province and
the country as a whole.

Canada-Manitoba agreement to support
housing will fund critical water infrastructure

The governments of Canada and
Manitoba have finalized a 10-
year agreement under the
Canada Housing Infrastructure
Fund (CHIF). Through this
agreement, communities

across Manitoba will be able to  dul

build or improve the critical
infrastructure related to drinking
water, wastewater, stormwater,
and solid waste — that will in
turn help them build more
homes and meet the growing
demand for affordable housing.
The province of Manitoba will
receive $209.8 million to
address their housing-enabling
infrastructure priorities.

Under CHIF, funding is available
over ten years to support long-
term provincial and territorial
infrastructure priorities that will
directly enable increased
housing supply. Such initiatives
could include projects that
provide the critical infrastructure
necessary to enable more
homes or increase
densification, provide the
drinking water, wastewater, and
stormwater systems required to
support community growth,
preserve existing capacity or
increase reliability and access
to drinking water, or implement

waste diversion initiatives to
reduce landfill use.Thanks to

this agreement with the
Government of Manitoba, the
Government of Canada will be
able to meet its commitment
announced in the 2024 Fall
Economic Statement to fund
Phase 2 of the City of
Winnipeg’s North End Sewage
Treatment Plant upgrade
project, by providing $150
million over four years, starting
in 2026-2027. This project,
phases 1 and 2 of which have
already been announced, will
extend the plant’s service life,

support the region's population
and economic growth, and
better protect Lake Winnipeg for
years to come. By working
together to invest in drinking
water, wastewater, stormwater,
and solid waste projects across
Manitoba, we help ensure that
communities have the capacity
to support housing projects that
meet the demands of a growing
population.? “Upgrading
Winnipeg’s North End Sewage
Treatment Plant will serve 70%
of the city’s residents and help
protect Lake Winnipeg for
generations. By strengthening

drinking water, wastewater,
stormwater, and solid waste
systems, we’re laying the
groundwork for more homes to
be built, faster. This ten-year
agreement reinforces our
commitment to sustainable
growth, stronger communities,
and housing solutions for all
Manitobans”, said the
Honourable Terry Duguid,
Minister of Sport and Minister
responsible for Prairies
Economic Development Canada
“Winnipeg’s future growth
depends on smart investments
in the infrastructure that makes

housing possible. This
agreement is a significant step
toward ensuring we have the
wastewater capacity needed to
support more homes, more
jobs, and a growing population.
The new North End Water
Pollution Control Centre is an
investment in our economy and
the health of our rivers and Lake
Winnipeg. | appreciate the
commitment from our federal
and provincial partners, and |
look forward to working together
to see this project through”,
said His Worship, Mayor Scott
Gillingham.
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Al-powered rohotics are building smarter structures in B.C.'s backyard

During a Feb. 13 visit to British
Columbia, federal Liberal
leadership candidate Mark
Carney vowed to help lower
building costs and get more new
homes built across Canada. He
was at the University of British
Columbia (UBC) Smart
Structures laboratory, where he
was briefed on new technologies
that could help tackle the
country’s housing shortage. “This
is a time to build,” the former
Bank of Canada governor said in
a media statement about his
visit. “We will catalyze enormous

private investment to build
millions of new homes.” Lucky for
him, UBC Smart Structures
knows a thing or two about
building. The research institute is
pioneering new construction
practices, including modular,
robotic and Al-driven methods.
And with Ottawa’s aim to build
3.9 million new homes by 2031,
the lab’s innovations could help
Canada get there sooner rather
than later.

“We can ensure these
new-generation buildings are
smarter, more resilient, more

carbon-neutral and, in fact, more
economical to build,” said Tony
Yang, professor of structural and
earthquake engineering in
UBC’s civil engineering
department. “If everything works
out well, this could be the
technology in [Carney’s] mind to
counter the tariffs, to show that
we can really ramp up the
production capability for housing
in Canada.” With public and
private funding sources, UBC
Smart Structures is developing
homegrown research that can be
tailored to the B.C. housing

Buyers gaining upper hand in
Fraser Valley real estate market

For the first time in four months, home sales in
the Fraser Valley have increased as buyers
capitalize on more selection and weakening
prices.The Fraser Valley Real Estate Board
recorded 920 sales in February, up 13 per cent
from January, but 26 per cent below sales recorded
in February 2024. Despite a nine per centdrop in
newly listed homes on the Board’s Multiple Listing
Service® (MLS®), new listings remained 14 per
cent above the 10-year seasonal average, at 3,121.
Overall inventory remains high, at 8,070 active
listings, 45 per cent above February 2024 and 55
per cent above the 10-year seasonal average.The
overall sales-to-active listings ratio continues to
signal a buyer’s market in the Fraser Valley, with
aratio of 11 per cent. The market is considered to
be balanced with the ratio is between 12 per cent
and 20 per cent. “The combination of inventory

accumulation and softening prices is providing
buyers with increased leverage, especially in the
single-family detached category,” said Baldev Gill,
CEO of the Fraser Valley Real Estate Board.
“Should this pattern persist, we could see a further
shift toward a buyer’s market, particularly given
the ongoing economic uncertainties and impending
tariffs. With ample selection, buyers have flexibility
and time on their side to explore their options
before making a decision.”

Homes across the Fraser Valley sold in fewer days
in February compared to January. The average
number of days to sell a single-family detached
home was 39, while for a condo it was 36.
Townhomes took, on average, 32 days to sell. The
composite Benchmark price in the Fraser Valley
dipped less than a quarter of a per centin February,
down 0.2 per cent to $962,500.

market. Research from other
parts of Canada and the world
may not necessarily be
appropriate for the local context,
given the province’s unique
seismic hazards, for example.
The lab is exploring different
aspects of sustainable
construction, and has its hands
in many niches, ranging from
timber construction and
volumetric modular construction,
to structural fuses and artificial
intelligence.“We are developing
the next-generation technology
to allow Canadian construction
to go faster,” said Yang. “We are
probably the leader in the area,
clearly in Canada and maybe
also in the world.”
Conventional
construction is time-
consuming and requires a
significant amount of human
labour, he said. In addition,
construction quality can be
inconsistent and can be
affected by adverse weather
and other factors. However,
the UBC team said it
believes advanced modular
and robotic construction can
achieve faster construction,
better quality control, less
environmental impact, lower
operating costs, less waste
and fewer injuries.
The crown jewel of the team’s
research is a state-of-the-art
method that allows robotic
arms—affixed to ground
vehicles—to grasp structural

components and place them in
specific positions to form whole
structures. Yang said the goal
is to automate construction
equipment. The robotic
equipment resembles existing
construction machines and can
be controlled by algorithms, thus
requiring minimal or no human
involvement. “We are developing
the next-generation structure
system that can be efficiently
connected and put together
almost 100-per-cent
autonomously by robots,” he
said. “We call them ‘robots’ but
they are very similar to
construction machines that you
see on any construction site. We
just make them smarter. They
are the muscles; we are just
putting the brains behind them
to make them automated, to
upgrade them.” Assembly of
building components would
occur partly off-site in factories
and partly on construction sites
themselves. The process is
expected to reduce the amount
of construction waste, and it
would also incorporate more
environmentally friendly
structural materials with less
embodied carbon, he said.
How much time could the new
technology save? Yang
pointed to China, where he
said a 15-storey building can
be constructed “from nothing
to fully operational” in just one
week, thanks to prefabrication
and a surplus of labour.

Toronto home sales drop 28.5% in February
as trade u_certalnty hits sentiment

TORONTO - Greater Toronto
Area home sales tumbled in
February and home prices
declined for a third straight month
as an uncertain trade outlook
weighed on the homebuyers'
confidence, data from the Toronto
Regional Real Estate Board
(TRREB) showed on
Wednesday. Seasonally
adjusted sales were down 28.5%
on a month-over-month basis to
4,326 units after climbing 12.4%
in January. Compared to
February 2024, sales were down
27.4%. "On top of lingering
affordability concerns,
homebuyers have arguably
become less confident in the
economy," Jason Mercer, chief
market analyst at TRREB, said
in a statement. "Uncertainty
about our trade relationship with
the United States has likely
prompted some households to

take a wait-and-see attitude
towards buying a home." U.S.
tariffs that took effect on
Tuesday are threatening to derail
Canada's fledgling economic
recovery and will fuel a rise in
consumer prices and
unemployment, potentially
triggering a recession.The
Greater Toronto Area includes

Toronto, Canada's most
populous city, and four
surrounding regional

municipalities. Seasonally
adjusted new listings fell 24.3%
in February from January to
14,053 units. On a year-over-year
basis, new listings were up
5.4%. TRREB's home price
index declined 1.5% month-
over-month on a seasonally
adjusted basis to
C$1,063,300 ($740,562.75).
Prices were down 1.8% from
February of 2024.

Ford Threatens to Halt Nickel Shlpments Enact ‘Buy Ontario’ Law in Response to U.S. Tariffs

Ontario Premier Doug Ford has
vowed to take aggressive action against
U.S. tariffs, including cutting off nickel
shipments and implementing a Buy
Ontario policy that would prioritize
domestic products in government
procurement. His remarks come as U.S.
President Donald Trump moves forward
with 25% tariffs on Canadian goods and a
10% levy on Canadian energy. Speaking
at a mining conference in Toronto, just

days after securing a third majority
government, Ford reaffirmed his
commitment to retaliatory measures while
considering additional steps to strengthen
Ontario’s economic independence.
“There’s nothing we can’t build here in
Ontario, absolutely nothing,” Ford declared,
calling on retailers to clearly label
Canadian-made products. He warned that
if businesses do not voluntarily promote
domestic goods, his government “will

legislate it.” Ontario’s Retaliation: Nickel,
Energy, and Procurement

Ford’s plan to halt nickel exports to the
U.S.is adirect response to Trump’s tariffs,
warning that such a move would cripple
American manufacturing. “We’ll respond
strongly, and we don’t want to,” Ford said
on NBC’s Meet the Press. “I will stop
shipments going into the U.S. for nickel. It
will shut down manufacturing.” In addition
to cutting off nickel exports, Ontario is

exploring a surcharge on energy exports
to U.S. states that rely on Ontario’s power.
Energy Minister Stephen Lecce confirmed
that the government is assessing how
much to charge for every megawatt sent
across the border. Ford has also
threatened to sever electricity exports
entirely, stating, “If they want to try to
annihilate Ontario, | will do everything,
including cut off their energy—with a smile
on my face.”
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Canada Expands Express Entry Immigration
Program to Address Labour Shortages

The federal government
has announced new priority job
sectors under its Express Entry
system, aiming to address
labour shortages by fast-tracking
economic immigration in key
industries. The latest update,
revealed by Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship
Canada (IRCC) on Thursday,
highlights targeted occupations
in health care, social services,
education, and the trades.
Among the newly prioritized
professions are family doctors,
nurses, dentists, carpenters,
contractors, teachers, child care
workers, and instructors for
persons with disabilities. IRCC
emphasized that these
selections align with Canada’s
need for skilled professionals to
support economic growth and
workforce demands.

The latest immigration strategy
also prioritizes applicants with
prior work experience in Canada,
reflecting the government’s
commitment to transitioning

temporary residents to
permanent status. This approach
aims to attract skilled workers
who have already integrated into

Canadian society and can
contribute long-term.

The Express Entry system,
which manages applications

under the Federal Skilled
Worker Program, Federal
Skilled Trades Program, and
Canadian Experience Class,

has evolved since its launch in
2015 to allow targeted
immigration in high-demand
fields. The latest update adds
education professionals to the
existing priority categories,

. which include health care, social

services, trades, science,
technology, engineering, math
(STEM), and agriculture.
Additionally, French-speaking
applicants continue to receive
priority consideration as part of
Canada’s effort to strengthen
Francophone communities
outside Quebec. “Canada’s
Express Entry system is
evolving to meet the country’s
changing needs,” said
Immigration Minister Marc Miller.
“Our approach ensures
immigration remains a key driver
of Canada’s growth.” Afull list of
79 eligible occupations is
available on the IRCC’s Express
Entry portal, offering potential
applicants detailed information
on qualification criteria and
application processes.

Doug Ford Warns of ‘Mass Chaos’ as
U.S.-Canada Trade War Intensifies

the trade war is unnecessary and harmful
to both economies. Meanwhile, sources
say Ford and Lutnick had a “tough and
aggressive” conversation, with Lutnick
urging the Ontario premier to back down
on threats to impose tariffs or cut off
| electricity exports to the U.S. Ford
refused, stating that as long as U.S. tariffs
remain, Canada will respond. Trump’s
Next Move: A Possible Compromise?
Commerce Secretary Lutnick hinted that
Trump may announce a revised tariff policy
later today, suggesting a potential
compromise. “My thinking is it’s going to
be somewhere in the middle,” Lutnick told
Bloomberg, implying that not all products
would be affected, but tariffs would not be
fully lifted either. With markets in turmoil
and political tensions running high, all
eyes are now on the upcoming Trudeau-

Ontario Premier Doug Ford has
described the escalating U.S.-Canada
trade war as “mass chaos,” revealing that
he had a “good conversation” with U.S.
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick
about the economic fallout. Ford urged
Canadians to “stay tuned” for further
developments following today’s expected
phone call between Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau and U.S. President Donald
Trump. Ford Pushes for Fair Trade,
Warns of Economic Damage Speaking
to ABC News on Wednesday morning,
Ford emphasized that Canada seeks a
fair trade agreement, not retaliation.
However, he made it clear that Canada
will fight back if necessary. “Canadians
love Americans, and they love the U.S.,”
Ford said. “It’s unfortunate that one
person—President Trump—has caused
this issue. As much as we don’t want to
retaliate, we have to.” Ford also warned
that Trump’s tariffs, along with potential

retaliatory measures, could cause severe could shut down within days. Behind
economic consequences for both Closed Doors: Republican Concernsand Trump call to see whether diplomacy can
countries. He predicted that if the situation Trade Talks - Ford revealed that many defuse the trade war or if further economic
continues, auto assembly linesinthe U.S. Republican politicians privately agree that retaliation is inevitable.

Toronto City Workers Set to Strike, March
Break Camps and Childcare Centers at Risk

Toronto faces a looming labor received Tuesday afternoon, fails to meet city’s responsibility. He stressed that children. Additionally, all 39 city-
disruption as thousands of city workers wage demands. “We will be countering essential services, including social operated early learning and childcare
prepare to strike next Monday, the city’s proposal programs, public centers will be shut down. A city
potentially shutting down March Break with our own later health, and spokesperson confirmed that refunds
camps, recreation programs, and today,” Yadollahi § emergency call will be issued for canceled programs,
childcare services. CUPE Local 79, stated, emphasizing B centers, would be and parents will not be charged for the
which represents 27,000 municipal that while the union #&= affected if the days childcare centers remain closed.
employees, has set a firm strike remains open to strike proceeds. Mayor Olivia Chow expressed hope for
deadline of just after midnight on March negotiation, it is City Warns of aresolution, stating, “I've always fought
10, warning that without a deal, its prepared to strike if a - Service Closures, for higher wages for workers, and | hope

members will walk off the job. Union fair deal is not Refunds for CUPE 79 and the City of Toronto
Rejects City’s Offer, Pushes for Fair reached. Yadollahi Affected Families If continue negotiations to find a solution.”
Wages CUPE Local 79 President Nas accused city officials of a strike occurs, all However, she advised families to prepare

Yadollahi announced Wednesday that
the city’s latest contract proposal,

a pattern of “neglect, delay, and dishonesty,” city-run recreation centers will close,
arguing that a labor disruption would be the canceling March Break camps for 4,800

backup plans for child care during
March Break.



18 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #512 FRIDAY, 10 MARCH, 2025

Ottawa — As Russia’s illegal

family members were welcomed to

Canada extends some temporary measures for Ukrainians

invasion of Ukraine continues, Canada
remains committed to supporting
Ukrainians and their family members
who have sought a temporary safe
haven in Canada.

Today, the Honourable Marc Miller,
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship, announced that Ukrainians
and their family members who arrived
in Canada under the Canada-Ukraine
Authorization for Emergency Travel
(CUAET) on or before March 31, 2024,
will now have until March 31, 2026, to
apply for a new open work permit valid
for up to three years, renew an existing
work permit, or apply for a new study
permit, subject to standard fees. Those
who wish to renew their status as a
visitor or student can continue to apply
to renew as they have.

These temporary measures will allow
Ukrainians and their family members to
continue to work and study in Canada
during this difficult time, and eventually
return home when it is safe to do so.
Access to free settlement services for
all Ukrainian temporary residents and
their family members in Canada are
available until March 31, 2025.

We continue to evaluate how our
immigration programs can best support
people affected by the war in Ukraine.
Learn more about the immigration
measures and support for Ukrainians
and their families.

Quotes

“Canada remains committed to
supporting the people of Ukraine and
their families as the war continues by

providing safety. That is why, through
this extension, our aim is to offer
protection while recognizing the long-
term goal for many to return home when
it is safe and there is a proper peace.
We continue to stand with Ukraine and
its people.”

—The Honourable Marc Miller, Minister
of Immigration, Refugees and

Citizenship
Quick facts
The Canada-Ukraine Authorization for
Emergency Travel (CUAET) was
launched in March 2022 as a temporary
special measure to provide immediate
assistance to Ukrainians fleeing the war
in Ukraine.
Nearly 300,000 Ukrainians and their

Canada under CUAET.

Ukrainians and their family members
arriving under CUAET were also
provided federally-funded settlement
services and in-Canada supports,
including transitional financial support
and temporary accommodations.

All CUAET clients in Canada must
apply to extend their status before the
expiry date of their current visitor
record, work or study permit. If they
apply before the expiry date, they can
continue working or studying with
maintained status until we make a
decision on their application.
Ukrainians can still apply to extend
their temporary status in Canada, even
if their passport is not up-to-date. Each
case will be assessed on an individual
basis.

The Canada Border Services Agency
currently has an Administrative Deferral
of Removals in place for Ukraine.

Apple’s latest AirPods Pro 2 can
function as affordable hearing aids, a
feature already available in over 100
countries. However, despite receiving
Health Canada approval in December
2024, the feature remains inaccessible
to Canadian users, leaving many
frustrated. Consumers Feel Left
Behind Barry Buckler of Markham,
Ont., who has mild to moderate hearing
loss, purchased AirPods Pro 2
expecting to use the hearing aid
function.“Once | read that Health Canada
had given their approval, | thought we

Canadians Frustrated as Apple’s AirPods Hearing Aid Feature Remains Unavailable Despite Approval

were home free,” Buckler said. “Other
seniors would benefit from it as well.”
Similarly, Art Jackes of Oakville
expressed disappointment, calling the
delay “sinful.” “I kind of felt like | got
ripped off,” Jackes said. “It's an
accessibility issue. Everyone needs all
the advantages they can get.”Ontario’s
Ministry of Health stated that while
AirPods Pro 2 are approved as Class I
medical devices, their use as hearing
aids falls under the Regulated Health
Professions Act (RHPA), 1991.
“Prescribing a hearing aid in Ontario is

controlled by the RHPA, and only
audiologists and physicians can
authorize its use,” a spokesperson
explained. “Dispensing a hearing aid
requires a prescription from an authorized
health professional.”This restriction
means that Apple cannot legally activate
the feature in Canada without meeting
additional regulatory requirements.
Concerns from Audiologists While
some audiology professionals support
lower-cost hearing solutions, they
caution that self-diagnosing hearing loss
could pose risks.
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Canada Sets Record for Temporary Visa
Rejections Amid Immlgratlon Crackdown

Canada denied a record number
of temporary resident applications in
2024, rejecting over 2.3 million would-be
visitors, international students, and
foreign workers as the government

tightens immigration policies. Data &

obtained by the Toronto Star reveals that
50 percent of all temporary resident
applications were refused last year, a
sharp increase from 35 percent in 2023.
Among the affected groups, 54 percent
of visitor visa applicants were denied, up
from 40 percent the year before. Study
permit rejections rose from 38 percent
to 52 percent, while work permit refusals
saw a slight drop from 23 percent to 22
percent. The surge in rejections aligns
with Ottawa’s efforts to curb the number
of temporary residents in Canada amid
growing concerns over housing
affordability and economic pressures.
Alongside stricter entry requirements, the
government has reduced permanent
residency targets by 20 percent, capping
new arrivals at 395,000 in 2025, with
further declines planned for 2026 and
2027. Extended Stays and Rising
Costs While Canada is tightening new
admissions, the government has allowed
over 320,000 foreign nationals with
expiring status to extend their stay
legally. Temporary residents who do not
qualify for work or study permits often
apply for “visitor records,” which allow
them to remain in the country but prohibit
them from working or studying. In 2024,

Canada received nearly 390,000 visitor
record applications—double the number
from 2019. Despite the crackdown on
new entrants, approval rates for visitor
records remained high, with 321,277
granted last year. Ekaterina Neouimina,
a founding member of the Canadian
Immigration Lawyers Association,
questions the government’s approach. “It
doesn’t make sense that refusals for new
temporary residents are skyrocketing
while visitor record approvals stay high,”
she said. Applying for a visitor record now
costs $100 per person, with processing
times averaging 119 days. Critics argue
that Ottawa is profiting from rising
rejection rates. Syed Hussan, executive
director of the Migrant Workers Alliance
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for Change pomts to the $1 50 average
fee for temporary resident applications,
which is non-refundable. In 2024 alone,
Canada collected an estimated $707.9
million in fees, including $354 million
from denied applications. “This is part of
scapegoating migrants,” Hussan said.
“It's not about policy—it’s politics. The
government is not only rejecting
migrants, it is profiting from their hopes
and dreams.” Fraud Concerns or
Justification for Rejections?
Immigration officials claim that fraud
detection efforts have led to more
refusals, with cases of misrepresentation
in temporary resident applications
surging from 26,956 in 2019 to 110,808
in 2024. “IRCC employees receive

training on how to detect and combat
fraud, and they work hard to protect
the integrity of Canada’s citizenship and
immigration system,” the Immigration
Department stated. However, immigration
lawyers argue that the rise in fraud-
related refusals raises “serious red flags.”
Neouimina warns that minor
inconsistencies or clerical errors could
be unfairly labeled as misrepresentation,
barring applicants from reapplying for
years. “Is this a genuine effort to combat
fraud, or a convenient way to justify
increased refusals?” she asked. A
Growing Underclass? While visitor
records allow migrants to remain in
Canada legally, they prohibit
employment, leaving many in
precarious situations. Neouimina
warns that this could foster an
underground economy, where
vulnerable individuals fall prey to
fraudulent immigration schemes or
exploitative employers. “These people
are documented, but they’re not
allowed to work,” she said. “They’re at
risk of being taken advantage of—by
fraudsters, by employers, by a
system that refuses to acknowledge
them.” As the federal government
continues its push to reduce temporary
residency numbers, the sharp increase
in refusals signals a shifting immigration
landscape—one that may leave
thousands of hopeful newcomers in
limbo.
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Massive Fire Destroys Six Buildings
in Toronto’s Yorkville Neighborhood

A devastating three- damage to windows and the site for hot spots, and crews
alarm fire tore through Toronto’s siding.“There is going to be a are expected to remain in the

upscale Yorkville
neighborhood early
Wednesday morning,

destroying at least six
buildings and damaging
several others. The blaze,
which started around 4:30
a.m. at a home under
construction on Scollard
Street near Davenport Road
and Bay Street, quickly
spread to neighboring!
structures and vehicles.
Toronto Fire Services
confirmed that the fire is now
under control, but the
destruction is extensive.
Acting Deputy Chief Steve
Darling stated that six buildings
were completely destroyed,
while several others suffered
significant structural damage
and will likely require extensive
renovations. Properties across
the street sustained exterior

Trump
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significant dollar value loss
here,” Darling said, noting that
many of the affected buildings
were century homes that had
been converted into businesses.
Fire Crews Remain On Scene,
Investigation Underway
Firefighters continue to monitor

-
P
b

i s=m=== Avenue and Davenport Road,

area throughout the day. The
cause of the fire has not yet
been determined, and the
Office of the Fire Marshal has
been called in to investigate.
Road Closures and Community
Impact Bay Street remains
closed between Yorkville

disrupting traffic in the busy

== downtown district. Residents

and business owners
expressed shock at the
devastation. “Itis very upsetting
and very unexpected,” one
occupant told CP24. Another
resident noted that while her
building was spared, her vehicle
was lost in the fire. With damage
estimates expected to be
substantial, Yorkville’s recovery
from this fire will take time,
leaving a lasting impact on one
of Toronto’s most iconic
neighborhoods.

Arrest Made ina
Kidnapping Investigation

Investigators from 21 Division
Criminal Investigation Bureau have
arrested and charged an individual
following a kidnapping investigation
in Brampton. On Tuesday, Feb.
25,2025, the victim was confronted
by a male suspect posing as law
enforcement official in the area of
Bovaird Drive and Airport Road in
Brampton. The suspect inquired
about the victim’s immigration
status demanded appropriate
documentation and threatened
arrest. The victim was then
escorted to her residence to gather
her documentation, where the
suspect told her family that she
would need to go to the police
station and money would be
required for her release. When the
suspect left the home with the
victim, the family contacted police.
A short time later, police located
both the suspect and the victim
who was found safe and in good
health. As a result of this
investigation, Manjinder Kalra, a
32-year-old man from Brampton

was arrested and charged with the
following offences:Kalra was held
in custody for bail hearing at the
Ontario Court of Justice in
Brampton. It's important to note
that police officers are required to
identify themselves when
requested by a member of the
public. This includes the officer's
name, badge number and the
name of the police service, as well
as a telephone number for future
contact. Anyone with information
regarding this incident is asked to
contact investigators in the 21
Division Criminal Investigation
Bureau at (905)453-2121 ext. 2133.
Information may also be left
anonymously by calling Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477),
or by visiting
www.peelcrimestoppers.ca
Subscribe to us on YouTube and
follow us on X , Facebook and
Instagram . For media inquiries,
please contact the on-duty Public
Information Officer at (905) 453-
2121, ext. 4027.

s Tariffs Threaten Canada’s Oil

and Gas Industry, Raising Fears of Job

Canada’s oil and gas
industry is bracing for economic
turbulence as U.S. President
Donald Trump’s 10% tariff on
Canadian crude oil threatens to
stall a long-awaited recovery.
Industry leaders warn that the

new tariffs could halt
investment, delay projects,
and trigger job losses,

particularly in Alberta’s energy
sector.

A Sector
Recovery
Uncertainty
Between 2014 and 2020,
Canada’s oilfield services
sector suffered significant job

in
New

Already
Faces

reduced production during the
COVID-19 pandemic. While the
industry has seen steady
improvement in recent years,
Trump’s tariff threat is creating
fresh uncertainty. “When oil
markets are volatile, oilfield
service companies are often
the first to be impacted,” said
Kevin Neveu, CEO of Precision
Drilling, Canada’s largest
drilling rig operator. He noted
that the company experienced
an unexpected slowdown in
the fourth quarter of 2024,
which he attributed to tariff-
related uncertainty affecting
customer decision-making. A

TD Cowen report released in
February predicted that
Canadian oil producers will
become more conservative in
their spending plans due to
concerns over tariffs. The bank
lowered its 2025 Canadian rig
count forecast by 5%,
estimating an average of 175
active rigs, down from the
previous projection of 185 rigs.
The firm also downgraded its
stock ratings for Precision
Drilling and Ensign Energy
Services from “buy” to “hold.”
Job Market at Risk as
Investments Stall The Canadian
Association of Energy

Contractors (CAOEC) warns
that even a small drop in
industry investment could
immediately impact
employment. “Any sort of
investment reduction will have
an immediate and very, very
quick effect on our industry,”
said CAOEC President Mark
Scholz. While the slowdown
has been modest so far, Scholz
said anxiety in the industry is
rising. Last year, total
employment in Canada’s
drilling sector was still half of
what it was in 2014. The
CAOEC’s November 2024
forecast predicted 2025 would

osses duetolow.oil prir‘pc and

The global economy is
reeling as Canada and China
hit back against sweeping tariffs
imposed by U.S. President
Donald Trump, escalating fears
of a prolonged trade war.
Despite warnings from
economic experts and business
leaders, the U.S. has
implemented a 25% tariff on
imports from Canada and
Mexico, along with a 20% tariff
on Chinese goods, doubling the
levy on China from the previous
month. In response, China
announced fresh tariffs on a
range of American agricultural
imports, including chicken,
wheat, corn, and cotton, which
will face an additional 15% duty.
Further 10% tariffs will be
imposed on pork, beef,
seafood, dairy, fruits,
vegetables, and other key
exports from the U.S.
Additionally, Beijing has filed

new complaints against the U.S.
with  the World Trade
Organization. Canada has
retaliated with immediate 25%
tariffs on C$30 billion ($16.3
billion USD) worth of American
imports, targeting products such
as beer, wine, bourbon, home
appliances, and Florida orange
juice. Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau has warned that if
Trump’s tariffs remain in place,
Canada will escalate with an
additional C$125 billion ($68
billion USD) in tariffs in three
weeks. “Tariffs will disrupt an
incredibly successful trading
relationship,” Trudeau said,
arguing that they violate the
U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA), a deal signed by
Trump during his first term.
Markets Plummet as Global
Tensions Rise Financial markets
worldwide have reacted sharply
to the unfolding trade conflict.

Global Trade War Erupts as Canada and
China Retaliate Against USA’s Tariffs

Asian stock markets slumped on
Tuesday, with Japan’s Nikkei
dropping 1.2%, Taiwan’s TWII
index declining 0.5%, and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng slipping 0.3%.
European markets followed suit,
with Germany’s DAX, Spain’s
IBEX, and France’s CAC 40 all
falling by more than 2%. The
FTSE 100 in the UK lost 0.8%
after reaching record highs the
previous day. Meanwhile, North
American currencies took a hit,
with the Canadian dollar and
Mexican peso plunging to their
lowest levels ina month. The U.S.
dollar index, which tracks the
greenback against major global
currencies, dropped to a three-
month low. Economists warn that
the tariffs, coupled with growing
uncertainty, could have severe
consequences. The Peterson
Institute for International
Economics estimates that
Trump’s tariff package represents

be the strongest year for

the largest tax increase in at
least a generation and could
cost the average American
household more than $1,200
per year. Trump Defends Tariffs,
Signals More to Come Despite
the turmoil, Trump and his
administration remain steadfast
in their trade stance. The
president has framed the tariffs
as a tool to force trading
partners to address issues such
as illegal drug trafficking and
trade imbalances. Trump has
also threatened to introduce
additional “reciprocal” tariffs on
countries that impose their own
duties on U.S. goods, with new
measures expected as early as
next month.

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent dismissed concerns
that the tariffs would raise
prices, insisting that Chinese
manufacturers would absorb the
costs.

employment in a decade, but
that outlook is now in doubt.
“We thought we had finally seen
the light at the end of the
tunnel,” said Gurpreet Lail,
president of Enserva, an
industry group representing oil
and gas service companies.
“But this is not good news.”
Ripple Effects and Retaliatory
Tariffs The impact of Trump’s
tariffs extends beyond
Canadian oil companies.
Industry leaders fear that
Canada’s retaliatory tariffs could
drive up costs for vital drilling
inputs sourced from the U.S.,
including sand—a key material
used in hydraulic fracturing
(fracking). If tariffs on U.S.
imports come into effect, Lail
warned that drilling costs will
rise, further discouraging
investment. “Producers will be
forced to reconsider their
spending, and that means fewer
jobs,” she said. What’s Next
for Canada’s Energy Sector?
Industry analysts believe that
while larger oil producers may
weather the storm, smaller
companies and oilfield
service providers will be hit
hardest. “The bigger firms
may only hit the lower end of
their spending forecasts, but
for smaller companies, this
could be a major setback,”
said Dane Gregoris,
managing director at Enverus
Intelligence Research. The
extent of the damage will
depend on how long the tariffs
remain in place and whether
Canada follows through with
countermeasures that raise
costs for energy firms. For now,
what was once seen as a
promising year for Canadian oil
and gas workers is clouded by
uncertainty.
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Trump’s Tariff Threats Could Be a
Long-Term Opportunlty for Canada

While U.S. President
Donald Trump’s tariff threats
pose an immediate economic
challenge for Canada, they may
ultimately serve as a catalyst
for much-needed structural
reforms, argues economist
David Rosenberg. The trade
uncertainty is pushing Canada
to reduce interprovincial
barriers, diversify trade partners,
and accelerate resource project
approvals, all of which could
strengthen the country’s
economic resilience in the long
run.

The Short-Term Economic
Impact

If Trump proceeds with his 25%
tariff plan, Canada could
experience a recession akin to
those of the early 1980s and
1990s, though likely not as
severe as the 2008 financial
crisis or the pandemic
downturn. The economic shock
would reduce aggregate

demand, leading to lower growth
and potential job losses.

To counter this, Canada must
adopt a large-scale fiscal
stimulus, including possible
export taxes
retaliatory tariffs. The Bank of
Canada, despite its limited
ability
disruptions, may also need to

Reform
rather than

to offset trade

implement an aggressive
interest rate and currency policy
to mitigate the economic fallout.
A Wake-Up Call for Policy

Despite the immediate risks,
this trade conflict could force
Canada to modernize
economic policies. Among the
key areas that require urgent
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attention:
barriers,

billion annually.
Expanding

infrastructure,
its

Doug Ford Wins Third Term in Ontario, Vows
to Stand Against Trump’s Tariff Threats

Ontario Premier Doug Ford
has secured a third consecutive
majority government, using his victory
speech to deliver a strong message
to U.S. President Donald Trump:
“Canada is not for sale.”

Ford’s Progressive Conservative (PC)
Party won over 80 of 124 seats in
Ontario’s legislature, while the New
Democratic Party (NDP) remained the
official opposition and the Liberals
placed third. Despite the decisive
victory, voter turnout was near historic
lows, with just 44% of Ontarians
casting ballots—matching the
province’s lowest recorded turnout in
2022.

Election Fueled by U.S.-Canada
Trade Tensions

The election was widely seen as a
referendum on Trump’s escalating
trade war with Canada, as Ford sought
a clear mandate to push back against

the looming 25% tariffs on Canadian
goods. Throughout his campaign, he
framed himself as Canada’s defender,
using the slogan “Protect Canada” and
even appearing on U.S. news networks
to advocate against the tariffs.

In his victory speech in Toronto, Ford
took direct aim at Trump, rejecting the
U.S. president’s repeated remarks
about Canada becoming the “51st
state.” “Donald Trump thinks he can
break us. He thinks he can divide
and conquer, pit region against
region,” Ford said. “He s
underestimating us. He is
underestimating the resilience of the
Canadian people.” Economic Fallout
Looms Over Ontario Trump’s tariffs, set
to take effect March 4, could have
devastating economic consequences
for Ontario, where 500,000 jobs could
be at risk, particularly in the automotive
sector, which relies heavily on cross-

border supply chains.
Ford has proposed strong retaliatory
measures, including:Cutting energy
exports to the U.S.

Banning American liquor from
provincial liquor stores

Promoting a “Fortress Am-Can” energy
alliance as a trade alternative
Political Fallout and Controversies
Ford’s decision to call a snap election
drew criticism from opposition
leaders, who accused him of using
U.S.-Canada tensions to boost his
popularity during a time of
economic uncertainty. His
administration has also been under
scrutiny for an ongoing criminal
investigation into a controversial
land deal. Meanwhile, Liberal leader
Bonnie Crombie, despite failing to
win her seat, celebrated the party’s
seat gains and vowed to continue
leading the party.
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Removing interprovincial trade
which cost the
economy an estimated $200

completing stalled pipeline and
liquefied natural gas (LNG)
projects to tap into European

and Asian markets. Enhancing
global trade diversification,
reducing reliance on the U.S. by
strengthening ties with Europe,
Asia, and Commonwealth
partners. Improving tax
competitiveness, aligning
corporate tax rates with U.S.
levels to attract more
investment. Reducing
regulatory red tape, eliminating
excessive environmental and
business regulations that slow
economic development.

A Political Turning Point
With a federal election on the
horizon, these challenges could
drive the emergence of a pro-
growth policy agenda. If Canada
seizes this moment to embrace
deregulation, trade expansion,
and energy development, the
long-term result could be a
more independent, competitive,
and resilient economy—turning
today’s crisis into tomorrow’s
opportunity.

energy
including

Canada’s Economy
Grows Despite
Looming U.S. Tariffs

Canada s economy expanded in Iate
2024, even as uncertainty over U.S. President
Donald Trump’s impending tariffs casts a
shadow over future growth. According to
Statistics Canada, the country’s GDP grew at
an annualized rate of 2.6% in the fourth quarter
of 2024, up from 2.2% in the third quarter. This
growth was largely driven by household
spending, which saw its strongest increase
since mid-2022, rising 1.4% quarterly and 2.4%
for the year. Canadians spent more on new
trucks, SUVs, rent, tele communications, and
financial services, fueling the economy despite
external threats. The construction sector also
experienced a surge, with residential
construction increasing 3.9%—its largest
quarterly gain since early 2021. Meanwhile,
exports of goods and services rose by 1.8%in
the final quarter of the year, led by strong
shipments of crude oil, bitumen, pharmaceutical
products, and travel services. However,
economists warn that Trump’s proposed 25%
tariffs, set to take effect on March 4, could deliver
amajor blow to Canada’s trade sector. Bank of
Canada Governor Tiff Macklem cautioned that
while the country has bounced back from past
economic shocks, the impact of long-term,
broad-based tariffs could be deep and lasting.
“If tariffs are long-lasting and broad-based, there
won't be a bounceback,” Macklem warned last
week. While some economic resilience
remains, Canada’s future growth will largely
depend on how the trade dispute unfolds in the
coming months.
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Trudeau Unveils Canada’s Response as U.S. Trade War Begins

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has vowed
that Canada will not back down as U.S. President
Donald Trump’s tariffs on Canadian goods officially
take effect. Following a 30-day delay, the U.S. has
imposed 25% tariffs on all Canadian exports and a
10% tariff on Canadian energy, triggeringimmediate
retaliatory measures from Canada. In response,
Canada has implemented a 25% tariff on $30 billion
worth of U.S. goods, with an additional $125 billion
in tariffs set to follow in 21 days. Speaking to
Canadians on Tuesday, Trudeau acknowledged the
economic challenges ahead but emphasized
national resilience. “l won't sugarcoat it: This is
going to be tough,” he said. “But we're all going to
pulltogether.” To support Canadian businesses and
workers, the federal government is considering
expanding Employment Insurance benefits,
introducing direct financial aid for affected

businesses, and making economic relief more
accessible. However, Trudeau stressed that the
primary goal is not just to manage the impact of
thetariffs butto have them lifted altogether. “There
is absolutely no justification or need
whatsoever for these tariffs,” he said. “The
United States has launched a trade war
against Canada, their closest partner and ally,
their closest friend.” He reaffirmed that
Canada’s countermeasures will remain in
place until the U.S. withdraws its trade
restrictions. Additionally, the federal
government is in active discussions with provinces
and territories to explore further non-tariff responses
if the U.S. does not back down. With tensions rising
and economic uncertainty looming, Canada is
preparing for what could be a prolonged and deeply
consequential trade conflict.

Global Trade War Escalates as China and
Canada Retaliate Against USA's Tariffs

The global economy is reeling
as Canada and China strike back against
U.S. President Donald Trump’s
aggressive trade tariffs, setting the stage
for an escalating trade war. Despite
warnings from economists and business
leaders, the U.S. has moved forward with
a sweeping 25% tariff on imports from
Canada and Mexico and a 20% tariff on
Chinese goods, effectively doubling the
levy on China from the previous month.
Canada and China Respond with
Countermeasures In retaliation, China
has announced fresh tariffs on key U.S.
agricultural exports, imposing a 15%
duty on chicken, wheat, corn, and cotton,
along with a 10% tariff on pork, beef,
seafood, dairy, fruits, and vegetables.
Beijing has also filed new complaints
against the U.S. at the World Trade
Organization, denouncing Washington’s
actions as a violation of international
trade rules.Canada, meanwhile, has
implemented immediate 25% tariffs on
C$30 billion ($16.3 billion USD) worth of
U.S. goods, targeting industries such as
alcohol, home appliances, and Florida

citrus products. Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau warned that if Trump’s tariffs
remain in place, Canada will impose
additional tariffs on C$125 billion ($68
billion USD) worth of American goods in
three weeks. “Tariffs will disrupt an
incredibly  successful  trading
relationship,” Trudeau said, arguing that
the move violates the U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA), a deal
Trump himself signed during his first term.
Mexico’s President Claudia Sheinbaum
also condemned the tariffs, vowing to
introduce both tariff and non-tariff
countermeasures. Markets Tumble Amid
Global Uncertainty Stock markets
worldwide reacted sharply to the
escalating trade tensions.

Asian markets fell, with Japan’s Nikkei
down 1.2%, Taiwan’s TWII index losing
0.5%, and Hong Kong’s Hang Seng
slipping 0.3%. European markets
followed suit, with Germany’s DAX,
Spain’s IBEX, and France’s CAC 40
all dropping by more than 2%. The
FTSE 100 in the UK fell 0.8% after
reaching record highs the previous day.

In North America, both the Canadian
dollar and the Mexican peso plunged to
their lowest levels in a month.
Meanwhile, the U.S. dollar index, which
tracks the currency against major global
counterparts, dropped to a three-month
low. Trump Stands Firm, Promises More
Tariffs Despite market turbulence, Trump
and his administration are doubling
down. The president has argued that
these tariffs will force trade partners
to address U.S. concerns over illegal
drug trafficking and trade imbalances.
He has also threatened to impose
“reciprocal” tariffs on countries that
maintain their own duties on U.S.
goods, with further measures set to
take effect next month. U.S. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent dismissed
concerns that American consumers
would bear the cost of the tariffs, insisting
that Chinese manufacturers would
absorb the impact.

“China’s business model is export,
export, export, and that’s unacceptable,”
he said. “I am highly confident that the
Chinese manufacturers will eat the tariffs;

prices won't go up.” Beijing, however,
fiercely rejected this claim, with Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian warning
that China will take all necessary steps
to defend its interests. “If the United
States persists in waging a tariff war, a
trade war, or any other kind of war, China
will fight them to the bitter end,” he
declared. The Road Ahead: More
Economic Turbulence Expected
Economists warn that these tariffs,
coupled with rising geopolitical
tensions, could have long-lasting
economic consequences.

The Peterson Institute for
International Economics estimates
that Trump’s trade policy represents
the largest tax increase in a
generation and could cost the average
U.S. household more than $1,200 per
year. With no signs of de-escalation,
businesses and consumers worldwide
are bracing for a period of prolonged
economic uncertainty. The coming
weeks will be critical as global leaders
decide how far they are willing to go in
this high-stakes trade war.

Trump Considers Softening Tariffs on Canada
and Mexico Amid Economic Backlash

Canada’s trade dispute
with the United States
continues into its second day,
but a glimmer of hope has
emerged as U.S. Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick
hinted at potential tariff relief.
Speaking after market close on
Tuesday, Lutnick suggested
that the Trump administration

might soon announce a pathway
for easing tariffs on Canadian
and Mexican goods under the
North America Free Trade
Agreement. This comes as both
countries retaliate against the
sweeping trade measures
imposed by the U.S.The trade
war escalated on Tuesday when
President Donald Trump

imposed a 25% tariff across all
Canadian and Mexican imports,
with a lower 10% levy
specifically targeting Canadian
energy exports. In response,
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
announced a $30 billion counter-
tariff package, with an additional
$125 billion in levies set to take
effect in three weeks. Trudeau
also met with provincial leaders
to discuss non-tariff measures
aimed at intensifying economic
pressure on the U.S.While
markets tumbled initially, they
showed signs of stabilizing
following Lutnick’s remarks, in
which he indicated that
companies adhering to the
terms of the U.S.-Mexico-
Canada trade pact might be
granted some relief. However,
he dismissed the idea of a full
tariff rollback, suggesting that
businesses not in compliance

with the trade agreement would
still face penalties. Across
Canada, opposition to the tariffs
has sparked a wave of protests
and economic
countermeasures. Ontario
Premier Doug Ford announced
a 25% surcharge on electricity
exports to northern U.S. states,
with the possibility of cutting off
supply entirely if tariffs remain
in place beyond April. New
Brunswick is considering a
similar move against Northern
Maine. Meanwhile, several
provinces have restricted U.S.
companies from bidding on
government contracts and have
removed American alcohol from
store shelves. Even small
businesses have joined in, with
Kicking Horse Coffee in British
Columbia renaming its
Americano beverage as
“Canadiano” in protest. In

response to the economic
strain, the federal government
has pledged to support
affected businesses and
workers. Trudeau promised
expanded employment
insurance benefits, while
provincial governments are
implementing tax relief
measures and funding
initiatives to help companies
find alternative export
markets. Prince Edward
Island’s premier is even
pushing to eliminate tolls on
the Confederation Bridge and
ferry services to reduce
economic burdens on local
businesses. As tensions
persist, Canadians remain
steadfast in their resistance to
U.S. trade pressures, while all
eyes are on Washington for a
possible breakthrough in tariff
negotiations.
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Trump Lowers Canadian Potash Tariff to
10% Amid Pressure from U.S. Farmers

Facing mounting pressure from
American farmers, President
Donald Trump has reduced the
tariff on Canadian potash to 10%,
down from the previously planned
25% levy. The decision,
announced in an executive order
on Thursday, comes alongside a
broader temporary suspension of
tariffs on Canadian goods
compliant with the U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (CUSMA)
until April 2. Farmers Push Back
Against Tariffs on Essential
Fertilizer Potash, a key ingredient
in fertilizer, is crucial for American
agriculture, with 85% of U.S.
supply coming from Canada. The
American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF) had strongly
opposed the tariff, warning that it
would increase costs for farmers
already struggling with financial
losses. The lower tariff falls short
of the full exemption many
agricultural groups demanded.
However, experts suggest it
highlights a weakness in Trump’s
trade strategy, as farmer
opposition forced him to retreat

from his original hardline stance.
“The reduced 10% tariff is
welcome, but it will still lead to
higher fall potash prices,” said
Veronica Nigh, senior economist
at the Fertilizer Institute. The
backlash from farm-state
Republicans and major
agricultural organizations was
swift and intense. Many urged
Trump to reconsider his stance,
fearing that higher input costs
could devastate an industry

already facing three years of

losses.Josh Gackle, chairman of
the American Soybean
Association, warned that tariffs
on potash could mirror the
damage caused by Trump’s
2018-2019 trade war with China,
which resulted in: $26 billion in
lost revenue for U.S. farmers.
China shifting its soybean
purchases to Brazil, permanently
reducing U.S. market share. A
weakened global reputation for

American agricultural exports.
Gackle fears history is repeating
itself, with Trump’s new tariffs
risking retaliation from Mexico
and Canada, the two biggest
markets for U.S. corn, ethanol,
and soybeans. Canada’s
Response: Potash as
Leverage Ontario Premier Doug
Ford has urged Saskatchewan
Premier Scott Moe to consider
restricting potash exports in
response to Trump’s trade

policies. “We need to make sure
America feels the pain,” Ford
said earlier this week. “Without
potash, the U.S. doesn’t have a
farming system.” However, Ken
Seitz, CEO of Nutrien Ltd.—the
world’s  largest  potash
producer—opposes supply cuts,
arguing that maintaining a stable
trade relationship benefits both
countries. Trust in U.S. Trade
Policy Diminishes While the
tariff reduction offers short-term
relief, many Canadian and U.S.
agricultural leaders remain wary
of Trump’s unpredictability. Evan
Fraser, director of the Arrell Food
Institute at the University of
Guelph, cautioned that the
uncertainty surrounding trade
agreements has long-term
consequences. “The bottom line
remains the same: Canada can
no longer trust the U.S.,” Fraser
said. With Trump’s trade war
continuing to disrupt supply
chains, both Canadian and
American industries are preparing
for further instability in the months
ahead.
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