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= CLASS 1 DRIVERS
“j?"@f NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
rall), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

WUYEC CllanI r el

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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Ameliorez votre beauté

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair Styling

Bridalland
Party,Makeup

Other, female
beautifying Services

83+ IEI3t B3uTE’ &% eHM® HA™H

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

5114736055444

More services soon

745iE@otelVentul@uests
StHIEauren Y HATES18Y3,
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Trudeau Warns Trump'’s 51st State Talk Is
‘A Real Thing, Urges Canada to Strategize

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau has reportedly told
business and labor leaders that
U.S. President Donald Trump’s
idea of making Canada the 51st
U.S. state is more than just
rhetoric—it’s a  serious
consideration tied to the country’s
vast natural resources. His
remarks, which were

unintentionally broadcast over a
loudspeaker, were reported by
CBC and later confirmed by
Alberta Federation of Labor
President Gil McGowan. Mr.
Trump has it in mind that the
easiest way to do it is absorbing
our country, and it is a real
thing,” Trudeau was overheard
saying before the microphone

cut out. He went on to suggest
that U.S. officials are highly
aware of Canada’s resources
and see an opportunity to benefit
from them. Trump has repeatedly
floated the idea that Canada
would fare better as part of the
United States, a notion that
initially seemed like political
theatrics but has taken on a more
serious tone amid growing trade
tensions.

During a public
appearance in Toronto, Trudeau
addressed the broader U.S.-
Canada economic relationship,
emphasizing the need for a
tactical and strategic response
to Trump'’s tariff threats. The U.S.
president recently agreed to a 30-
day pause on imposing 25%
tariffs on Canadian and Mexican
imports, as well as an additional
10% tariff on Canadian energy
exports. Trump has framed the
tariffs as a means to combat
illegal immigration and fentanyl
smuggling, though Trudeau

pointed out that Canada
accounts for less than 1% of the
fentanyl entering the U.S. In
response, Canada has pledged
$1.3 billion CAD ($900 million
USD) toward enhanced border
security, including drones,
helicopters, and additional
personnel. Trudeau also
announced plans to appoint a
fentanyl czar to coordinate efforts
with U.S. officials.

Despite these
concessions, Trudeau warned
that Canada must be ready if
Trump moves forward with tariffs
after the 30-day reprieve. “We
need to be ready to respond
robustly,” he stated, adding
that the government is
preparing to support
Canadians through any
economic fallout. If the U.S.
proceeds with its tariffs, Canada
has vowed to retaliate with 25%
tariffs on $155 billion CAD ($109
billion USD) worth of American
goods. Beyond immediate trade

concerns, Trudeau stressed the
importance of reducing Canada’s
economic dependence on the
U.S. “This is a moment,” he said.
“This is a time in our country’s
history that really matters.”

He called for the
elimination of internal trade
barriers and stronger
partnerships with other nations
to make Canada more resilient.
Candace Laing, president and
CEO of the Canadian Chamber
of Commerce, echoed Trudeau'’s
concerns, urging businesses to
prepare for long-term shifts in
trade policy. “We can't just tinker
around the edges with
incremental steps right now,” she
said. “We've got to be bold.”

As tensions between
Ottawa and Washington grow,
Trudeau’s warnings suggest that
Canada is bracing for more than
just a trade war—it's preparing
to defend its sovereignty against
an administration that sees it as
an economic prize.

Canada’s Rift with Trump Deepens Beyond
Trade, Sparking a National Reckoning
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As tensions between
Canada and the United States
escalate, the conflict has
transcended trade disputes
and entered a broader crisis
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of sovereignty and national
identity. While U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
sweeping tariffs on Canadian
goods ignited the latest

diplomatic firestorm, his
repeated references to
absorbing Canada as the
“51st state” have fueled
outrage that could reshape

relations for a generation.

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, addressing the
nation on one of the coldest
nights of the year, invoked
history to rally Canadians.
Speaking in front of four
Canadian flags, he reminded
both Americans and his own
people of the sacrifices
Canada has made alongside
the U.S.—from Normandy to
Afghanistan. His speech was
an appeal to national pride
and unity, urging Canadians
to reject Trump’s efforts to
diminish their country’s
sovereignty.

Trudeau then
announced retaliatory 25%
tariffs on key U.S. products,
including Teslas, Harley-
Davidsons, and Tropicana
orange juice.

Days later, a
temporary truce was reached,
but the damage was already

done. What began as an
economic standoff has
evolved into a deeper crisis.
When Trump first joked about
annexing Canada, many
dismissed it as bluster.

But as he continued
to mock Trudeau, referring to
him as “Governor” of the so-
called 51st state, Canadians
began to take the threat
seriously. The shift was
cemented on Jan. 7, when
Trump openly discussed
using “economic force” to
integrate Canada into the
U.S., alongside plans to
buy Greenland and control
the Panama Canal.

The fallout has
reshaped Canadian
politics. Trudeau’'s
resignation in early January
set off a leadership race in
which candidates are now
judged on their ability to
confront Trump.

Prince Harry and Meghan Applaud Invictus Games Amid Trump’s Latest Remarks

Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle made a spirited
appearance at the opening
ceremony of the Invictus
Games in Vancouver,
cheering on athletes and
showing their support for the
competition that Harry
founded in 2014. Meghan,
waving blue pom-poms,
joined the enthusiastic crowd
as they welcomed
competitors from around the
world. During his speech,

Prince Harry acknowledged
the global challenges of
division and hardship, calling
on competitors to embrace
the spirit of resilience. “We
gather here in Vancouver in
a spirit of unity,” he told the
40,000 attendees. “Beyond
any differences, here at the
Invictus Games, we are
grounded in mutual respect,
competing fiercely, but
believing in one another.” He
also paid tribute to Canada’s

Indigenous First Nations
communities for hosting the
event. This year’s edition of
the Games introduces winter
sports for the first time, with
more than 500 wounded
veterans competing in 11

events. The opening
ceremony featured
performances from

Coldplay’s Chris Martin,
Nelly Furtado, and Katy
Perry, who closed the night
with her hit Roar. Their public

appearance came just hours
after former U.S. President
Donald Trump took aim at
the couple in an interview,
dismissing calls to deport
Prince Harry over past drug
use admissions in his
memoir Spare. While Trump
stated, “I'll leave him alone,”
he took a jab at Meghan,
saying, “He’'s got enough
problems with his wife. She’s
terrible.” The remarks
reignited tensions between

Trump and the Sussexes, as
Meghan has previously
criticized Trump as “divisive”
and a “misogynist,” while
Trump has called her “nasty”
in past interviews. Despite
the controversy, the couple
remained focused on
supporting the athletes,
continuing their tradition of
attending every Invictus
Games since their first public
appearance together at the
2017 event in Toronto.
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Living with air pollution leads to

reduced focus, affects social behaviour

Brief exposure to high-level

Particulate Matter (PM) can impair a negatively affected by air pollution — term exposure to particulate matter can
regardless of whether subjects have immediate negative effects on

person’s ability to focus on tasks, avoid

distractions and behave in
a socially acceptable
manner, a new study
reveals. PM2.5 is the air
pollutant most responsible
for human health effects
with some 4.2 million
deaths attributed to this
size of particle alone in
2015. Even short-term
exposure to Particulate
Matter (PM) can lead to a
reduction in people’'s
ability to interpret
emotions or focus on
performing a task. This can
make performing everyday
activities more challenging.
Researchers conducted
the study by exposing the
participants to either high
levels of pollution using
candle smoke, or clean air,
testing their cognitive

abilities before and four hours after
exposure. The tests measured working
memory, selective attention, emotion
recognition, psychomotor speed, and
sustained attention. Selective attention

and emotion

mouths,

breathed normally or only through their
researchers from the
Universities of Birmingham and
Manchester revealed in Nature
Communications. “Our study prowdes

recognition were compelling evidence that even short-

brain functions essential for daily
activities, such as doing the weekly
supermarket shop,” said Dr Thomas
Faherty, Co-author from the University
of Birmingham. Giving a different

insight into the effects of pollution on
human interaction within society,
Professor Francis Pope, Co-author,

from the University of
Birmingham, commented,
“Poor air quality
- |undermines intellectual
development and worker
productivity, with significant
societal and economic
implications in a high-tech
world reliant on cognitive
excellence. “Reduced
productivity impacts
economic growth, further
highlighting the urgent need
for stricter air quality
regulations and public health
measures to combat the
harmful effects of pollution on
brain health, particularly in
highly polluted urban areas.”
To perform everyday tasks,
cognitive functioning is
very crucial. Selective
attention helps in decision-
making and goal-directed

behaviour, such as prioritising the
shopping list in a supermarket, while
ignoring other products and resisting
impulse buys.

Donald Trump wants an American in charge s early onset dementia
of WHO, demands include big reforms

Weeks after US President
Donald Trump signed an
executive order pulling the US
out of the membership of the
World Health Organisation

(WHO), the White House is
developing a plan to remain a
member of the global health
agency. The demands include
big reforms at the World

Can popping supplements help
you manage your PCOS?

Polycystic Ovary Syndrome
(PCOS) affects millions of
women worldwide, but its
exact cause remains a
mystery. Many women
grapple with its symptoms,
from excessive facial hair
growth to hair loss (yes, we
get the irony), acne, irregular
periods and more. To
manage these symptoms,
women often seek remedies
that range from lifestyle
changes to wellness teas to
even medications. Among
these, supplements,
especially for PCOS, are

getting a lot of attention online.
These supplements promise a
way to manage these symptoms,
and some also claim that they can
help you heal your PCOS. But can
supplements really help you or is
it a big fat scam? How PCOS
impacts women'’s body In simple
terms, PCOS is a hormonal
disorder that commonly affects
women of reproductive age. Dr
Anjana Singh,
obstetrics and gynaecology at
Fortis Hospital, Noida, explains
that PCOS is characterised by
enlarged ovaries with small cysts
on their outer edges.

director of

Health Organisation, and
putting an American in charge
of the UN health agency.
Trump has suggested the US
could return if the WHO was
“cleaned up,” without providing
details on what that would
require. The reform proposal has
been under discussion since
before Trump took office, but it
is not clear whether his
administration will adopt any of
its other recommendations, the
two sources said.

Trump’s executive order
to exit the WHO was among his
first policy moves upon taking
office. It would lead the global
health agency to lose its
single-biggest funder by Jan.
2026.

How soclal media fuels

a growing reality?

Are we forgetting things more
often than we used to? Well,
anecdotal evidence suggests
that younger generations are
grappling with issues like brain
fog and declining mental clarity.
So, does that mean early onset
dementia is becoming more and
more common? In an exclusive
interview with India Today, Dr
Shitij Kapur, Vice-Chancellor and
President of King's College
London, addressed this
concern. “Yes, early onset
dementia is a reality,” he
confirmed. “People who get
dementia, things like
Alzheimer’s disease, the
onset would be around 70+
and after 70, with every extra
year you live, the risk that you
might get Alzheimer’s disease

increases. Some data suggest
that by age 90, the number
could be as high as one in four.
There is also a much smaller
subset of people who develop
dementia in their 50s and 60s,
known as early onset dementia.”
However, Dr Kapur was quick to
clarify a common misconception.
“If the question is whether
dementia itself is appearing
earlier in life, the answer is no.
What is happening is that our
detection systems have
improved. Previously, many
people with early onset
dementia might have remained
undiagnosed for years. Now,
better tests, increased MRI
availability, and improved
diagnostic tools are leading to
earlier identification.”

mposter Syndrome

Self-doubt is a tricky thing—it doesn’t esteem,” said the actress. When these words
discriminate, not even against those who are come from someone who has won a National
Award and was also nominated for the

highly successful.

Hollywood celebrities
like Tom Hanks, Bella
Hadid, and Emma
Watson have openly
shared their struggles
with something called
Imposter Syndrome—
the persistent feeling
of not truly deserving
their achievements,
even at the peak of
their success. Back
here in Bollywood,
Shefali Shah revealed
in an interview with

International
Emmys, it really
shows how this
behavioural pattern
can make you feel
limited. Similarly,
Manoj Bajpayee
told Mid-Day about
his battle with
Imposter Syndrome,
admitting it made
him feel “guilty”
about his success.
He credited fellow
actor Akshaye

NDTYV last year that she struggles with low Khanna with helping him overcome these negative

self-esteem.

“I feel | have Imposter thoughts. There could be a plethora of reasons

Syndrome, and | genuinely have very low self- why this feeling of being an “imposter”
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At a Hill

tense Capitol
confirmation hearing, Jamieson
Greer, President Donald Trump’s

nominee for U.S. Trade
Representative, faced bipartisan
concerns over the
administration’s proposed 25%

tariffs on Canadian and Mexican
imports. While the tariffs have
been temporarily paused for 30
days, lawmakers—especially
Democrats—expressed strong
opposition, while Republicans
showed cautious unease.

Trump’s Trade
. Backlash Over Canada Tariff Plan

Democratic Senator Ron Wyden
set the tone, calling Trump’s
trade policy “rancid” and warning
that the tariff threats had already
created economic uncertainty.
While Congress has limited
power to override presidential
tariff decisions, the hearing
served as a political barometer,
indicating that broad tariffs on
Canada lack widespread
support. Greer, a former chief of
staff to Trump’s first-term trade
representative, Robert Lighthizer,
refrained from taking a definitive
stance on future tariffs against
Canada. Instead, he emphasized
Trump’'s commitment to
renegotiating aspects of the U.S.-
Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA), particularly around
auto manufacturing and dairy
policies. He defended reshoring
jobs as both a moral and
strategic necessity, arguing that
“America should be a country of
producers.” While Republican

lawmakers were less
confrontational than their
Democratic counterparts, many
expressed reservations about the
sweeping nature of Trump’s tariff
plans. Senator Bill Cassidy of
Louisiana suggested targeting
high-emission countries like
China instead of imposing broad
tariffs, while Wisconsin’s Ron
Johnson questioned the
economic rationale behind the
policy. “I'm just not seeing it. I'm
an accountant. | like numbers,”
Johnson said, expressing doubts
about the revenue impact of
tariffs. Senators from states
reliant on Canadian trade raised
specific concerns. Nevada’s
Catherine Cortez Masto cited
potential economic losses from
a decline in Canadian tourism
and reported that businesses in
her state were already seeing
contract cancellations due to
uncertainty. Vermont's Peter
Welch noted that 150

Dick Faces

businesses on a recent call
were “stunned” by the tariff
threats, ranging from
construction firms to organic
farmers. Some Republicans
navigated the issue carefully to
avoid direct criticism of Trump.
North Carolina’s Thom Tillis,
facing re-election and a primary
challenge, offered a veiled
rebuke.

While praising Trump’s
tough stance on trade, he subtly
undercut the tariff plan, stating,
“Everyone’s got this false
narrative that we're just gonna
do blunt-force tariffs across the
board. It's illogical.” Despite the
pushback, Trump remains
committed to reshaping U.S.
trade policy and renegotiating
USMCA. However, with
resistance mounting on Capitol
Hill, lawmakers hope the current
pause on tariffs against Canada
and Mexico will become
permanent.

Canada Reconsiders West-East Pipelines Amid Trade Uncertainty

As Canada faces potential trade
tensions with the United States,
Industry Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne has
suggested that the country may
need to rethink its approach to
energy infrastructure, including
the possibility of a pipeline
connecting Alberta’s oil and gas
sector to the East Coast.
Champagne’s remarks come in
response to Alberta Premier
Danielle Smith’s renewed push
for major pipeline projects that
would facilitate the province’s
energy exports. In an interview
on CTV’s Question Period, he
emphasized the need for forward-
thinking solutions. “Things have
changed ... you cannot be in the
past,” Champagne said. “You
need to look forward, and that
may mean having transmission
lines and pipelines that connect

Trudeau Caught on Hot Mic: Trump’s Annexation Talk s ‘Rea

East and West.” The growing
concern over U.S. President
Donald Trump’s stance on trade
has sparked calls for Canada to

strengthen its energy
independence. Trump has
accused Canada and Mexico of
unfair trade practices and has

suggested that the U.S. has
sufficient domestic oil, reducing
its reliance on imports. Although
his administration has granted a
temporary 30-day reprieve on
potential tariffs, Canadian
officials are seeking long-term
strategies to counter economic

vulnerabilities. 1The idea of
reviving a cross-country pipeline
comes more than seven years
after TC Energy (formerly
TransCanada) canceled the
Energy East pipeline. While the
federal government framed the
decision as a business move,
company executives later
pointed to regulatory uncertainty
as a significant deterrent to
investment. The project also
faced strong opposition in
Quebec, where environmental
concerns and public resistance
played a role in its cancellation.
Despite historical opposition,
Champagne believes shifting
geopolitical realities could alter
public sentiment in Quebec. “We
cannot be dependent,” he stated.
“People now better understand
the link between energy security,
economic security, and even

national security.” However,
Quebec leaders remain
skeptical. Bloc Québécois
Leader Yves-Francois Blanchet
has reaffirmed his opposition to
any new pipeline projects in the
province, while Premier Frangois
Legault has expressed doubt
about public support for such
initiatives.

Quebec may, however, be open
to revisiting other energy projects.
The provincial government has
hinted at reconsidering the LNG-
Québec project, a liquefied natural
gas initiative in the Saguenay region
that was scrapped in 2021 due to
environmental concerns and public
backlash. Quebec Environment
Minister Benoit Charette has
suggested that while energy
projects must meet strict
environmental criteria, they are not
entirely off the table.

In a shocking turn of events,
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
was caught on a hot mic stating
that U.S. President Donald
Trump’s talk of annexing
Canada is more than just
rhetoric. Speaking at a Canada-
U.S. business summit in
Toronto, Trudeau suggested
that the Trump administration
sees Canada’s vast natural
resources as a key motivator
for integration.

A Growing Concern or
Political Posturing?
Trudeau’s comments, made in
private to business and
political leaders, suggested
that Trump views absorbing
Canada as the simplest way to

gain control over its critical
minerals and economic assets.
His remarks align with
statements made by Steve
Bannon, a former Trump
strategist, who warned that
Canada should take Trump’s
expansionist talk seriously.
Bannon pointed to the Arctic’s
growing geopolitical
importance, calling Canada’s
northern border a “soft
underbelly” that the U.S. must
secure—either diplomatically or
by force. While Finance
Minister Dominic LeBlanc
previously dismissed Trump’s
remarks as jokes, Trudeau’s
recent statements indicate
growing concern within the

Canadian government. In past
interviews, Trudeau
acknowledged the need to take
Trump’s comments seriously,
even if they were framed in a
lighthearted manner.

Political Reactions and Calls
for Action

Trudeau’s off-the-record
comments have ignited political
controversy in Canada.
Conservative MP Michael
Barrett criticized the Liberal
government for downplaying
Trump’s rhetoric for months,
only to now acknowledge its
seriousness. He called for
Parliament to be recalled to
address the potential threat and
strategize Canada’s response.
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Trump’s Adviser Dismisses Canada
Invasion Rumors, Defends Budget Cuts

National Security Adviser Mike Waltz
denied speculation that President
Donald Trump has plans to annex
Canada, stating on NBC’s Meet the
Press that he doesn’t believe the
administration is considering such
action. His remarks follow reports that
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
privately expressed concerns about
Trump’s alleged discussions on
making Canada the 51st U.S. state.
Waltz dismissed Trudeau’s concerns
and suggested that many Canadians are
dissatisfied with a decade of
progressive leadership under Trudeau.
He framed Trump’s broader strategy as
a reassertion of American influence in
the Western Hemisphere, extending
from the Arctic to the Panama Canal.
“America has ignored our own
hemisphere for too long,” Waltz said,
referencing Trump’s previous comments
about annexing Greenland and
regaining control of the Panama Canal.
In addition to geopolitical ambitions,
Waltz addressed Trump’s aggressive
push for federal budget cuts, particularly

within the Department of Defense
(DOD). Trump has tapped Elon Musk,
head of the
Department of
Government
Efficiency

(DOGE), to
identify wasteful
spending at

agencies such as
the Department of
Education and the
DOD. Waltz
defended this
decision, asserting
that the military
budget is rife with
inefficiencies.
“Everything there seems to cost too
much, take too long, and deliver too
little to the soldiers,” he said. During a
pre-recorded interview with Fox News’
Bret Baier, Trump reaffirmed his
confidence in Musk’s ability to cut
unnecessary spending. “Trust Elon?
Oh, he’s not gaining anything. In fact, |
wonder how he even has time for it. He's

so into it,” Trump remarked. Waltz also
emphasized

that appropriate

safeguards would be in place as Musk
evaluates government spending,
pointing to SpaceX’s contributions to
national security as evidence of Musk’s
expertise. The administration’s budget
cuts extend beyond the DOD. Trump
and Musk have already moved to reduce
funding for the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID), an

effort Waltz defended by claiming that
much of its funding is wasted on
bureaucratic layers rather than
reaching people in need. He dismissed
concerns that scaling back U.S.
humanitarian aid would allow China and
Russia to expand their influence,
insisting that the agency must be
aligned with Trump’s foreign policy
objectives. On Ukraine, Waltz avoided
discussing details of Trump’s recent
call with Russian President Vladimir
Putin but reiterated the administration’s
desire to end the war. He indicated
that Trump plans to recover the
cost of military aid to Ukraine
through strategic partnerships
focused on rare earth minerals, oil,
and gas. Waltz also suggested that
once the war concludes, European
nations—not the U.S.—will bear the
responsibility for future security
guarantees. As Trump moves into his
second term, his administration is
signaling major shifts in global
strategy, government spending, and
America’s role in international conflicts.

Trump's Annexation Talk: A Joke or a
Serious Threat to Canadian Sovereignty?

In an unprecedented turn of events,
U.S. President Donald Trump’s
repeated remarks about annexing
Canada have sparked both skepticism
and alarm. While many in Washington
dismiss the idea as a joke or a
negotiation tactic, Canadian officials
are taking it seriously. Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, overheard discussing
Trump’s ambitions with business
leaders, insists the U.S. president’s
intentions are real.

Washington’s Reaction: Dismissal
or Denial?

Despite the shocking nature of
Trudeau’s remarks, the response from
U.S. media and political circles has
been muted. Major outlets like The
New York Times and The Wall Street
Journal placed the story far down their
news feeds, while The Washington
Post ignored it entirely. In
congressional hearings on trade and
minerals, the topic was not even
raised.

Some U.S. lawmakers have outright
dismissed the notion. Republican

Wi

Senator Ted Cruz called Trump’s
remarks “an epic troll,” implying they
were meant to provoke rather than
signal genuine intent.

Meanwhile, Democratic
Representative Seth Magaziner
mocked Trump’s trade stance,
guestioning why the president would

start a trade war with a key ally rather
than propose a serious annexation
plan.

Political and Legal Barriers to
Annexation

Even if Trump were serious, the
roadblocks to annexing Canada are
immense. Public opinion in both

countries is largely opposed to the
idea, and any such move would require
overwhelming support in the U.S.
Congress.

The process of integrating
Canada into the United States would
require redrawing the congressional
map, adding multiple new states and
dozens of new representatives—an
outcome existing U.S. lawmakers
would be unlikely to support.
George Laws Garcia, executive
director of the Puerto Rico Statehood
Council, noted that even U.S.
territories that have sought statehood
for decades have faced near-
impossible challenges in Congress.
The idea that Canada could become
the 51st state—or multiple states—
remains far-fetched at best.

Is There a Deeper Strategy?

Despite the widespread skepticism,
Trump’s repeated mentions of
territorial expansion—including
references to Panama, Greenland, and
even Gaza—suggest he may be
pursuing a larger geopolitical strategy.

Canada Labeling Drug Cartels as Terrorists Make a Difference?

As part of a deal to prevent
U.S. President Donald Trump’s
proposed tariffs, Canada has
agreed to designate Mexican
drug cartels as terrorist
organizations under its
Criminal Code. The move aims
to strengthen law enforcement
capabilities, but experts
question whether it will bring
meaningful change.

Why Is Canada Making This
Move?

Trump’s administration has

long argued that drug cartels
are a national security threat
due to their role in trafficking
fentanyl and other illicit
substances into the U.S. While
most of these drugs enter
America from Mexico, a
growing number of cartels are
expanding operations into
Canada, shifting from
smuggling to direct production.
In response, Trump signed an
executive order listing cartels
as terrorist organizations in

the U.S., prompting Canada to
follow suit as part of a broader
border security agreement.
What Would This
Designation Change?
Labeling cartels as terrorist
organizations unlocks a range
of counterterrorism tools,

including enhanced
intelligence gathering, asset
tracking, and financial

restrictions. Law enforcement
agencies such as the RCMP
would gain broader authority to

investigate and disrupt cartel
operations, while intelligence
agencies like CSIS could now
be involved in monitoring cartel
activities. However, experts warn
that this designation may be more
symbolic than practical. Cartels
are already a primary focus of
Canadian law enforcement, and
existing criminal laws cover many
of the activities associated with
these groups. Moreover, the
decision appears to be politically
driven, as Canada’s agreement to

make this change was tied
directly to securing a tariff
exemption.

Are Mexican Cartels the Only
Threat?

While cartels like the Sinaloa and
Jalisco New Generation Cartel
(CING) dominate the fentanyl
trade, other organized crime
groups—including Chinese triads,
Iranian crime syndicates, and
biker gangs—play significant
roles in drug distribution and
money laundering.
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Poilievre Unvells Arctic Defence Plan,
Promises New Military Base in Nunavut

Conservative Leader Pierre
Poilievre has outlined a bold

Arctic defence strategy,
pledging to expand Canada’s
military presence in the North in

response to Russian and
Chinese threats. Speaking in
Igaluit, Poilievre committed to
doubling the size of the
Canadian Rangers, acquiring
two armed heavy icebreakers,
and transforming Igaluit into a
permanent military base—
Canada’s first since the Cold
War.

Strengthening Arctic
Defences Amid Global
Tensions

Poilievre pointed to growing
Russian military activity in the
Arctic and China’s increasing
interest in the region as climate
change opens up new shipping
lanes. His plan includes:

Doubling the Canadian Rangers,

the army’s frontline force in the
North

Reviving a plan for two heavily
armed navy icebreakers to
patrol Arctic waters
Accelerating the delivery of
icebreakers for the Canadian
Coast Guard.Establishing a full-
fledged military base in Igaluit,
in consultation with the military
and Indigenous communities
“The Canadian Arctic is under
threat,” Poilievre stated in a video
released alongside his
announcement. “My Canada
First plan will ensure our armed
forces have the tools to secure
our skies, seas, and soil.”
Funding the Defence Plan
While Poilievre did not provide a

cost estimate, he said the plan
would be funded by cutting
foreign aid. His commitment to
Arctic defence follows
increasing pressure from the
U.S., where President Donald
Trump has repeatedly criticized
Canada’s military strength and
hinted at potential security
concerns.

Reviving Conservative
Defence Priorities

Many elements of Poilievre’s
plan mirror past Conservative
policies, including the Harper-era
push to expand the Rangers and
the 2006 proposal to acquire
armed icebreakers, which was
later abandoned due to cost
concerns. Instead, the Arctic

Offshore Patrol Ship program
was introduced, delivering lighter
icebreakers to the navy.Poilievre
emphasized that he would
continue key Liberal military
programs, such as NORAD
modernization and the
acquisition of new submarines.
He also reiterated calls for troop
deployments to the U.S.-
Canada border, citing security
and trade concerns following
Trump’s recent tariff threats.
Nunavut Premier Calls for
Local Input

Nunavut Premier P.J. Akeeagok
welcomed the focus on the
Arctic but stressed the need for
direct consultation with
Northerners.

Trudeau Responds to U.S. Tariffs: ‘Canada Will Stand Strong’

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau delivered
a firm response to U.S. President Donald
Trump’s newly imposed tariffs,
announcing retaliatory measures and
urging Canadians to unite in support of
their country. Speaking to the nation
Saturday night, Trudeau called the tariffs
unjustified and warned of their
consequences for both Canadians and
Americans.

Addressing Americans: A Call for
Partnership Over Punishment
Trudeau began his speech by directly
addressing Americans, reminding
them of the deep historical, military,

and economic ties between the two
nations. He warned that Trump’s 25%
tariffs on Canadian exports and 10%
tariffs on energy would not only harm
Canadian businesses but also lead
to job losses, higher consumer
prices, and supply chain disruptions
in the U.S. “As | have consistently said,
tariffs against Canada will put your jobs
at risk, potentially shutting down
American auto assembly plants and other
manufacturing facilities. They will raise
costs for you, including food at grocery
stores and gas at the pump,” Trudeau
stated. He highlighted the critical role
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Canada plays in U.S. security and
economy, supplying essential resources
such as nickel, potash, uranium, steel,
and aluminum. “If President Trump wants
to usher in a new golden age for the
United States, the better path is to partner
with Canada, not to punish us,” he urged.
A History of Cooperation, Now at Risk
Drawing on historical examples,
Trudeau reminded Americans of
Canada’s unwavering support—from
aiding stranded passengers on 9/11
to providing disaster relief during
Hurricane Katrina and California
wildfires. He emphasized that the U.S.

and Canada had built the most
successful economic and security
partnership in the world.

“This is not a path we want to go down,”
Trudeau stated. “We stand ready to work
together, not against each other.”
Inresponse to the U.S. trade measures,
Trudeau announced that Canada would
impose 25% tariffs on $155 billion worth
of American goods. The
countermeasures will roll out in phases,
with an immediate $30 billion in tariffs
starting Tuesday, followed by additional
tariffs after 21 days to allow businesses
time to adjust.
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No Mass Deportation Deal Between
Canada and the U.S. for Indian Migrants

Recent claims circulating on so- pel Indian migrants. The specu- Jacqueline Roby stating on Janu-
cial media alleging that Canada lation grew after U.S. President ary 28, 2025, that no such agree-
and the United States have Donald Trump threatenedtoim- ment exists.

agreed to deport 1.2
million undocumented
Indian immigrants are
false, according to Ca-
nadian officials. While
the Biden-Trump ad-
ministration has inten-
sified deportations, in-
cluding a recent flight
carrying 104 Indian na-
tionals to Amritsar,
Canada’s border secu-
rity plans do not in-
clude a mass deportation deal
with the U.S.

False reports spread across X,
Facebook, and Instagram, claim-
ing that both governments had
reached a joint agreement to ex-

pose tariffs of up to 25% on Ca-
nadian goods if border security
measures were not strengthened.
However, the Canada Border Ser-
vices Agency (CBSA) refuted
these claims, with spokesperson

To address border secu-
rity concerns, Canada in-
troduced a new framework
on December 17, 2024,
which includes a plan to
increase removals of un-
documented immigrants

o cver, this initiative does

B not target Indian nationals
specifically. In 2024,
CBSA deported 16,470
foreign nationals, but no
breakdown by nationality was pro-
vided. Meanwhile, U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) deported 545,000 people
between 2021 and 2024, includ-
ing 2,467 Indian migrants.

Driver Dies After Four-Vehicle Crash
on Highway 401 in Mississauga

to 20,000 per year. How- | ’

A 52-year-old man from Acton,
Ontario, has died following a
four-vehicle collision on High-
way 401 in Mississauga.
Emergency responders ar-
rived at the scene and per-
formed life-saving measures
before transporting the man to
the hospital with life-threaten-
ing injuries. However, para-

medics indicated that the
crash may not have been
caused by driving-related fac-
tors, suggesting a possible
medical emergency, though
this has yet to be confirmed.
Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) are investigating whether
the driver suffered a medical
event before the collision.

Could Canada Ever Join the European Union? A Deep Dive into the Possibility

Amid rising tensions with the
United States, discussions
about Canada’s potential shift
toward the European Union
have resurfaced. With U.S.
President Donald Trump
threatening tariffs, some believe
Canada should explore
alternative alliances. The idea,
while intriguing, presents
significant political, economic,
and logistical hurdles.

The European Union is a 27-
nation economic and political
bloc that includes key Canadian
allies such as France and
Germany. However, the UK—
Canada’s closest historical
partner—exited the EU in 2020.
Despite the deep economic ties
between Canada and the EU,
official membership would
require overcoming substantial
obstacles, including geographic

AND MUcHIMORELSE

OVER

limitations, policy
adjustments, and potential
sovereignty concessions.

Is It Even Possible? The EU’s
Maastricht Treaty specifies
that “any European state” that
aligns with EU principles may
apply for membership. This
geographic limitation has
historically excluded non-
European nations, as seen
when Morocco was denied
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membership in the 1980s.
Canada, being geographically
distant, would likely face the
same rejection unless EU laws
were modified to accommodate
allied nations.While some point
to Hans Island—a small
landmass shared between
Canada and Denmark’s
autonomous Greenland—as a
technical connection to Europe,
this argument is unlikely to hold

weight in official EU
discussions. The only non-
European EU member, Cyprus,
is culturally tied to Europe
despite its geographic location
in West Asia.

The Challenges of
Membership Even if the EU
redefined its membership
criteria, Canada would need to
undergo significant political and
economic restructuring.
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Trudeau Attends Al Summit in Paris as  Public Assistance to ldentify Attempted
Kidnapping Suspect in Brampton

Tr

Minister Justin

Prime
Trudeau is in Paris on Mon-
day for a global artificial in-
telligence summit, while

U.S. President Donald
Trump is set to announce
sweeping new tariffs on Ca-
nadian steel and aluminum
imports.

Trump confirmed on Sunday
that he will formally impose
a 25% tariff on all steel and
aluminum entering the U.S.,
including from Canada. The

move follows a temporary
30-day reprieve granted last
week, which had provided
hope for a resolution in
trade negotiations.

In an interview with
Fox News, Trump reiterated
his view that Canada should
become the 51st U.S.
state, responding to
Trudeau’s recent remarks
acknowledging that the
U.S. president is not joking
about annexation.

mp Prepares to Announce Tariffs

The statement has
further fueled tensions be-
tween the two nations as
trade and diplomatic rela-
tions remain strained. U.S.
Vice President JD Vance is
also in Paris for the Al Ac-
tion Summit, which kicks off

' Monday.

However, no official
meeting between Vance and
Trudeau has been an-
nounced, leaving uncer-
tainty about whether dis-
cussions on tariffs or annex-
ation threats will take place.
As Canada navigates in-
creasing economic and po-
litical pressure from the
U.S., Trudeau’s focus on Al
and strengthening interna-
tional alliances in Paris
could play a crucial role in
shaping Canada’s long-term
strategy against growing
trade hostilities.

Region of Peel — Investigators
from 22 Division Criminal
Investigation Bureau are
seeking the public’s assistance
in identifying a suspect
following an attempted
kidnapping incident in
Brampton.On Friday,
Nov. 22, 2024, at
approximately 3:15 p.m., =&
the victim was walking in
the area of Williams
Parkway and Murrayy
Street in Brampton, when she
was approached by a male
suspect. The suspect made
conversation with the victim and
asked her to come with him
several times. When she
refused, the suspect grabbed
her and a struggle ensued. The
suspect allegedly threatened
the victim with a firearm, but
she was able to reach 911 and
the suspect fled the scene in a
Black Hyundai Elantra.The
suspect is described as a 5'10”
East Indian male, with a

Punjabi accent, dark

complexion and slim build. He
is approximately 25-28 years-
old, with short black curly hair,
a short goatee and brown

eyes.Anyone with information
on the identity of this suspect
or this investigation can contact

22 Division Criminal
Investigation Bureau at 905-453-
2121, extension 2233.
Information may also be left
anonymously by calling Peel
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS (8477), or by visiting
www.peelcrimestoppers.ca.
For media inquiries, please
contact the on-duty Public
Information Officer at 905-453-
2121, extension 4027.

Justice Minister Arif Virani and Trade Minister
Mary Ng to Exit Politics, Won't Seek Re-Election

As the Liberal Party searches for a
new leader, two more members of
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's
cabinet have announced they will
not seek re-election.

Justice Minister Arif Virani
and International Trade Minister
Mary Ng join a growing list of Liberal
MPs opting to leave federal politics
ahead of the next election.

Virani Cites Family Sacrifices in
Decision to Step Down

Virani, who was appointed to
Trudeau’s cabinet in 2023, shared
his decision in a statement posted
to X on Monday, describing it as a
“heavy-hearted” choice made after
weeks of reflection. “After the next
election, my fight for Canada will no
longer take place from inside the
House of Commons,” he wrote,
thanking Trudeau for the opportunity

to serve and acknowledging the
personal toll of political life. “My
family has given so much to allow
me to pursue my dreams of serving
not only our community but our
nation.

It is my turn now to give
back to the people I love the most,”
Virani added. His departure opens
up a Liberal nomination race in
Parkdale-High Park, a key Toronto
riding that the Liberals reclaimed
from the NDP in 2015.
Ng Steps Down
Explanation
Meanwhile, Mary Ng, who has been
in cabinet since 2018, also
announced she will not seek another
term. However, unlike Virani, she did
not provide a specific reason for her
departure. “I'm deeply grateful to my
dedicated Constituency and

Without

Ministerial teams, my cabinet
colleagues who exemplified true
teamwork, and Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, whose leadership reminds
us daily that our mission is to make
Canada better for everyone,” Ng
wrote on X.

Ng was elected in a 2017
byelection in Markham-Thornhill,
succeeding former Liberal cabinet
minister John McCallum.

A Growing Exodus of Liberal
MPs

The departures of Virani and Ng add
to a growing list of high-profile
Liberal resignations over the past
year, as the party prepares for a
leadership transition following
Trudeau’s decision to step down.
Their exits signal an evolving political
landscape as the Liberals gear up
for the next federal election.

Canadian Ambassador says Trump’s Invasion Threat is a Violation of International Law

Canadian Ambassador to
France Stéphane Dion has
denounced U.S. President
Donald Trump’s recent threats
of military action against foreign
nations, stating that such
rhetoric blatantly violates
international law. Speaking on
Monday, Dion emphasized that
threatening to invade a
neighboring country is not only
inappropriate  but also
contradicts the principles
outlined in the United Nations
Charter.

Trump, who has previously
suggested using military force to
take over Greenland from
Denmark, reiterated on Sunday
his belief that Canada should

become the 51st U.S. state. His all steel and aluminum imports, economic conflict, prompting
remarks came after Prime including those from Canada. Canada and its European allies

Minister Justin Trudeau

privately
acknowledged that the

annexation discussion
is a serious concern.
When asked about the
issue, Dion stressed
that such threats are
abnormal and
contradict global legal
frameworks designed
to protect national
sovereignty.

The escalating
tensions between
Canada and the U.S.

to develop a unified
strategy in response.
Dion stated that
European nations
recognize they could
also become targets of
U.S. tariffs and are
working collaboratively
with Canada to push
back against the
potential economic
fallout.Meanwhile,
Trudeau, currently
attending a global
_ artificial intelligence
summit in Paris, has

come as Trump prepares to These trade measures have refrained from commenting
formally announce 25%tariffson reignited fears of a renewed publicly on Trump’s latest

remarks. He is expected to travel
to Brussels later this week for
discussions with European
Union leaders, providing Canada
an opportunity to strengthen
trade ties with Europe amid
uncertainty over U.S. trade
policies.Dion underscored the
importance of diversifying
Canada’s trade partnerships,
warning that the current U.S.
administration has demonstrated
an unwillingness to uphold
agreements. He urged Canada
and Europe to work closely
together to mitigate the risks of
trade disruptions and maintain
economic stability in the face of
growing unpredictability from the
United States.
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Toronto Area Braces for Up to 25 cm of
Snow as Midweek Storm Approaches

Toronto is under a special
weather statement as a
significant winter storm is set
to hit the city later this week,

potentially bringing more than |

15 to 25 cm of snow between |

Wednesday evening and
Thursday morning.
Environment Canada issued
the advisory on Monday,
warning that a low-pressure
system will likely bring heavy
snowfall, strong winds, and
poor visibility.

Forecasters say
freezing rain or rain could mix
in depending on the storm’s

% monster”,

track, but if the system shifts Blizzard-Like Conditions gusting up to 60 km/h overnight snow and reduced visibility.

further south, snowfall
amounts could be even higher.

Expected

Wednesday into early

Environment Canada is urging

Meteorologists predict winds Thursday, creating blowing residents to postpone non-

essential travel during the

- storm due to hazardous road
‘ha_ ., .
' conditions.

“Midweek Monster” Could

| Dump Up to 25cm
- CP24 Meteorologist Bill Coulter

called the storm a “midweek
cautioning that
snowfall totals could reach 25
cm by midday Thursday.

While Friday is

1 expected to bring clear but

cold weather, another system
on Saturday could add another
5to 10 cm of snow before the
weekend ends. Residents are
advised to prepare for
challenging travel conditions
and stay updated on forecasts
as the storm approaches.

Canadian Businesses Hit Hard as U.S. Tariff
Threats Disrupt Steel and Aluminum Industry

Canadian steel and aluminum
businesses are already feeling
the economic shockwaves from
U.S. President Donald Trump’s
latest tariff threats, with American
partners canceling orders and
uncertainty stalling investments.
Just days after Canada tempo-
rarily avoided broad tariffs, Trump
renewed his pledge to impose a
25% tariff on all steel and alumi-
num imports, including from
Canada. The uncertainty has left
businesses scrambling, with
some already experiencing a
25% drop in sales due to lost con-
tracts.

Orders Canceled, Business
Plans Stalled

For Rahim Moloo, owner of Con-
guest Steel in Toronto, the impact
was immediate.

“It's extremely worrisome,” Moloo
said, revealing that U.S. distribu-
tors are canceling orders, leav-
ing his company with excess in-
ventory. Conquest Steel had been
expanding into the U.S. market,
a move that now seems risky.
“That’s a decision that's coming
back to bite us right now,” he
admitted. Ryan Jordan, president
of RJ Steel in Windsor, Ont., ech-
oed the concerns, saying the
looming tariffs are putting exist-
ing contracts in jeopardy. “We

may have to renegotiate jobs or
face losses, as these tariffs
weren’t accounted for when pric-
ing contracts,” he said.

Echoes of 2018: A Familiar
Trade Battle

The situation mirrors Trump’s
2018 tariffs, when steel and alu-
minum exports from Canada
dropped sharply—steel by nearly
40% and aluminum by more than
half. Those tariffs were lifted after
the Canada-United States-
Mexico Agreement (CUSMA)
was signed, but businesses fear
history is repeating itself. Econo-
mist Jim Stanford warns that
Trump’s erratic trade decisions
make long-term investment plan-
ning nearly impossible. “Busi-
nesses are shelving investment
plans because they can’t predict
what Trump will decide tomor-
row,” he said. “Everything’s on
hold.”

Industry Leaders Demand Re-
taliation

As anxiety builds, industry lead-
ers are calling on Ottawa to take
immediate action. Jean Simard,
CEO of the Aluminum Associa-
tion of Canada, urged the govern-
ment to support Canadian alumi-
num producers and prepare for a
crisis. Catherine Cobden, CEO of
the Canadian Steel Producers

Assaociation, called for swift retali-
ation, saying the tariffs could be
devastating for jobs and the
economy.

“Every nation under-
stands steel is a strategic indus-
try—vital for infrastructure, de-
fense, and the economy,” Cobden
said. “We can't afford to let these

tariffs stand without a strong re-
sponse.”

What’s Next?

While Canadian officials have yet
to announce countermeasures,
pressure is mounting for dollar-
for-dollar retaliatory tariffs—a
strategy both Conservative
Leader Pierre Poilievre and NDP

Leader Jagmeet Singh have en-
dorsed. With U.S. lawmakers
also voicing concerns over the
economic fallout, businesses on
both sides of the border are
watching closely, hoping the es-
calating trade dispute can be re-
solved before long-term damage
is done.

Understanding Work Permit Exemptions in Canada: A Guide for Newcomers

tus,

international students with valid

International Students: Students with

”

ter.

For many foreign nationals, working in
Canada requires a work permit, but cer-
tain individuals may be exempt based on
the nature and duration of their work.
This guide outlines key catego-
ries of work permit exemptions, eligibil-
ity criteria, and conditions for entering
Canada without a work permit.
Who Qualifies for a Work Permit Ex-
emption?
Work permit exemptions apply to spe-
cific individuals whose roles do not di-
rectly impact the Canadian labor market.
These include those on maintained sta-

study permits, foreign representatives,
government officers, military personnel,
convention organizers, news reporters,
and public speakers.
Maintained Status: Foreign nationals who
apply for a new work permit before their
previous one expires can continue work-
ing under the same conditions while
awaiting a decision, provided they remain
in Canada.

However, leaving the country
during this period may void their work
authorization.

valid study permits can work up to 24
hours per week off-campus during
classes and unlimited hours on-campus
or during academic breaks. A co-op work
permit is required for work placements
tied to academic programs.
Foreign Representatives and Government
Officers: Accredited diplomats, UN rep-
resentatives, and officers engaged in gov-
ernment exchanges may work without a
permit.

Their family members may also
be exempt if granted a “no objection let-

Military Personnel: Members of foreign
armed forces under the Visiting Forces
Act (VFA) can work in Canada without a
permit.

However, they may apply for one
to access federal and provincial services.
Convention Organizers: Individuals orga-
nizing corporate meetings, trade shows,
and exhibitions may be exempt, provided
they are not hired by a Canadian em-
ployer. Event service providers, such as
audio-visual teams and decorators, re-
quire a permit.
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Alberta Businesses Brace for Economic
Fallout from Trump s Steel and Aluminum Tariffs

Alberta’s business community is warn-
ing that U.S. President Donald Trump’s
newly imposed 25% tariffs on steel and
aluminum imports will have widespread
consequences, increasing costs for
manufacturers, consumers, and indus-
tries on both sides of the border.

Trump signed the executive order on
Monday, fulfilling his threat to impose the
tariffs without exemptions—a move that
has fueled uncertainty in Alberta’s export-
driven economy. Deborah Yedlin, CEO of
the Calgary Chamber of Commerce,
voiced frustration over the unpredictability
of U.S. trade policies. “He is constantly
trying to mix up the game plan, and we
don’t know how to respond,” she said.
Alberta’s Steel and Aluminum Exports
at Risk

In 2024, Alberta exported $815 million
worth of steel and $239 million worth of
aluminum to the United States. Nation-
ally, Canada’s steel and aluminum ex-
ports to the U.S. totaled $35 billion in
2023, making the sector a critical part of
North America’s integrated supply chain.
While American manufacturers will tech-
nically bear the costs of these tariffs,

Trump'’s Trade War Threats May Be Giving Libera

For months, the Trudeau government
faced record-low approval ratings, with
projections signaling a historic defeat for
the Liberal Party. However, recent trade
tensions with the United States under
President Donald Trump appear to have
triggered a surprising shift in public sen-
timent. Multiple polls now indicate a re-
surgence for the Liberals, narrowing the
gap with the Conservatives and making
the next election more competitive than
previously anticipated.

A series of recent surveys suggest that
the Liberal Party’s support has climbed
to approximately 30 percent—signifi-
cantly up from the 16 percent recorded
just weeks ago in late December. While
the Conservatives still lead with around

Alberta business leaders warn that con-
sumers will ultimately pay the price.
Dania Filippetto, President of Rangeland
RV in Calgary, says the tariffs will lead to
significantly higher prices for RVs, 95%
of which are manufactured in the U.S.

“This tariff will increase the cost of RVs,
no question,” Filippetto explained. “On top

40 percent, what was once forecasted as
a landslide victory has now become a
more conventional majority scenario. No-
tably, regions such as
Greater Toronto and At-
lantic Canada remain
strongholds for the Lib-
erals, helping them re-
tain a competitive stand-
ing.

This political rebound
has coincided with a ma-
jor trade dispute be-
tween Canada and the
U.S. Trump’s proposed tariffs on Cana-
dian exports ignited a wave of nationalis-
tic sentiment among Canadians, with polls
indicating that 84 percent of respondents

of that, the Canadian dollar is already
weak, which makes U.S. imports even
more expensive for us.”

Small Businesses to Feel the Impact
Beyond major manufacturers, small- and
medium-sized businesses in Alberta will
also struggle with rising costs. Yedlin
warned that businesses dependent on

planned to boycott American goods or
travel in response. The controversy has
also prompted policy shifts from the
Trudeau government, in-
cluding discussions about
expanding Canada’s oil
pipeline network—an is-
sue previously dominated
by the Conservatives.
Meanwhile, the upcoming
Liberal leadership race
appeatrs to be another fac-
tor influencing voter atti-
tudes. Polls indicate that
much of the party’s unpopularity
stemmed from personal dissatisfaction
with Trudeau rather than the party itself.
As frontrunner Mark Carney

saPo

steel and aluminum imports may have to
seek alternative markets, which could
prove difficult in an already competitive
global economy.
“We've seen this before, and we know how
damaging it can be,” Yedlin said, refer-
ring to the 2018 tariffs imposed by Trump
during his first term. Although those tar-
iffs were eventually lifted following the
signing of the Canada-United States-
Mexico Agreement (CUSMA), the dam-
age to businesses had already been
done.
A Short-Term Silver Lining?
Despite the economic concerns,
Filippetto sees one short-term advan-
tage—a rush of customers eager to buy
before prices rise."Some consumers who
were waiting for spring to purchase an RV
are now looking to buy immediately be-
cause they know prices are going up,”
she said.

With no clear resolution in sight,
Alberta businesses are bracing for a pro-
longed trade dispute that could have sig-
nificant economic consequences for the
province, the country, and cross-border
industries.

tical Lifeline

emerges as the likely successor, new
surveys suggest he may be a more favor-
able candidate to negotiate with Trump
compared to Conservative leader Pierre
Poilievre. This shift in leadership percep-
tion could further influence electoral out-
comes. Despite these developments, the
road ahead remains challenging for the
Liberals. Trump has already imposed 25
percent tariffs on steel and aluminum im-
ports, echoing his trade policies from
2018. Additionally, speculation is grow-
ing that Trudeau could call an early elec-
tion immediately after the Liberal leader-
ship vote in March. With tensions high
and Canada’s political landscape shifting,
the coming months could prove decisive
in shaping the country’s next government.

Trump Imposes 25% Tariffs on Steel and
Aluminum Imports, Canada Vows Retaliation

U.S. President Donald Trump
has officially signed executive
orders imposing a 25% tariff on
all steel and aluminum im-
ports—including those from
Canada—without any exemp-
tions. The move, which the Ca-
nadian government has called
“unjustified,” has sparked imme-
diate backlash, with industry
leaders and political figures call-
ing for strong countermeasures.
Speaking from the Oval Office,
Trump defended the tariffs as a
measure to boost domestic pro-
duction, doubling down on his
controversial stance by suggest-
ing Canada should become the
51st U.S. state. “All you have
to do is make it in the United
States. We don’t need it from
another country,” he stated.

Canada Caught Off Guard, Pre-

pares Response

The tariffs are set to take effect
on March 4, the same date that
broader levies on Canadian
goods could begin if a recently
negotiated pause is not ex-
tended. Canadian officials were
not given advance notice of the
decision, further straining trade
relations between the two coun-
tries.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau,
currently in Paris for an artifi-
cial intelligence summit, has
yet to make a public statement.
Meanwhile, Industry Minister
Francois-Philippe Champagne
emphasized that Canada will
stand by its workers and indus-
tries. “Canadian steel and alu-
minum play a crucial role in U.S.
sectors, from defense to auto-
motive. We will continue to de-

fend our interests,” Champagne
said.

Catherine Cobden, President of
the Canadian Steel Producers
Association, warned that the
tariffs will have widespread con-
sequences across industries.
“We have steel that they need,
and they have steel that we
need. If we don't get out of this,
we need to retaliate hard and
fast,” she told CBC’s Power &
Politics.

Political Leaders Call for Retali-
ation

Opposition leaders have wasted
no time in demanding strong re-
taliatory measures. Conserva-
tive Leader Pierre Poilievre an-
nounced that, if elected, he
would impose matching tariffs
on U.S. steel and aluminum
and use the revenue to support

affected industries and workers.
NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh
went a step further, calling for
100% tariffs on Tesla products,
directly targeting the electric
vehicle company led by Elon
Musk, a key adviser to Trump.
“He thinks he can pick a fight
with Canada? We’'ll hit him
back,” Singh declared.

A Renewed Trade War?
This is not the first time
Trump has imposed tariffs on
Canadian steel and alumi-
num. A similar move in 2018
led to counter-tariffs on
American products like Florida
orange juice, before a resolution
was reached in 2019. However,
this latest escalation could sig-
nal the beginning of a renewed
trade war.

Beyond steel and aluminum,

Trump has also threatened tar-
iffs on all Canadian and Mexi-
can goods, as well as a 10%
levy on Canadian oil, citing con-
cerns over illegal immigration
and fentanyl trafficking.
Canada’s proposed $1.3 billion
border security plan, which in-
cludes enhanced patrols and a
“fentanyl czar” to work with U.S.
authorities, was meant to ease
tensions, but the tariffs suggest
those efforts have not satisfied
the White House.

With industries on both sides of
the border bracing for economic
fallout, all eyes are now on
Ottawa’s next move. The Cana-
dian government faces mount-
ing pressure to respond deci-
sively as tensions between the
two close allies continue to es-
calate.
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Trudeau Condemns Trump's Tariffs, Vows Firm Response if Needed

- .

PARIS, France — Prime Minis- and aluminum imports from
ter Justin Trudeau has strongly Canada, calling the move “en-
criticized U.S. President Donald tirely unjustified” and “unaccept-
Trump’s decision to impose able.” Speaking to reporters at
new 25 percent tariffs on steel sunrise in Paris, Trudeau em-

phasized that his government
will engage with U.S. officials
to highlight the harmful eco-
nomic consequences of the tar-
iffs before they take effect. How-

ever, he made it clear that
Canada is prepared to respond
if necessary. “We will stand up
for Canadian workers.

We will stand up for Ca-
nadian industries,” he
asserted.The tariffs, announced
Monday, mark a reversal of ex-
emptions granted in 2018. Trump

‘ justified the decision by citing

national security concerns and
the need to address global over-
capacity affecting the American
market. Trudeau rejected this
reasoning, pointing to the deeply
integrated nature of U.S.-
Canada industries, particularly in
defense, shipbuilding, and auto-
motive manufacturing. “Together
we make North America more
competitive,” he argued. While
Trudeau did not explicitly com-
mit to retaliatory tariffs, he re-
called Canada’s firm response in

2018 during the NAFTA renego-
tiations. This latest trade dis-
pute comes just a week after
both countries agreed to a tem-
porary pause on tariff escala-
tions.

Trudeau, currently in
Europe to strengthen Canada-
EU trade ties amid economic in-
stability, briefly spoke with U.S.
Vice-President JD Vance at the
Al Action Summit in Paris.
Vance declined to answer ques-
tions from Canadian media re-
garding tariffs and the controver-
sial “51st state” remarks circu-
lating within U.S. political
circles. As Trump’s aggressive
trade policies continue to im-
pact global markets, Trudeau in-
dicated that Canada will work
closely with other affected allies
to counter these economic
challenges.

Expert Urges Canada to Block U.S.
Ambassador Over Trump’s Annexation Threats

OTTAWA — As U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump continues
to suggest that Canada could
be annexed by the United
States, an international rela-
tions expert is calling on Ot-
tawa to take a firm stance by
blocking his chosen ambas-
sador to Canada. University of
Victoria professor Will
Greaves argues that rejecting
the appointment of former
Michigan congressman Pete
Hoekstra would send a strong
diplomatic message about the
seriousness of Trump’s re-
marks. “This is an overt, ag-
gressive policy shift that
Canada must take seriously,”
Greaves said, adding that fail-
ing to respond as if it were a
hostile action would be a mis-
take. Trump has repeatedly
claimed that he could eco-

Bell Canada Offers Severance to 1,200
Unionized Workers Amid Industry Turmoil

nomically cripple Canada if it
does not align with U.S. inter-
ests, stating on Sunday that
shutting down Canada’s auto
sector would make the coun-
try “not viable.” Initially dis-
missed as jokes, the remarks
are now being acknowledged
by Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau as a genuine policy
stance tied to Canada’s re-
source wealth. Hoekstra, a
Trump ally, was nominated as
U.S. ambassador to Canada
in November but has yet to be
confirmed by the U.S. Sen-
ate.

Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter Mélanie Joly previously
welcomed his appointment,
citing his understanding of
cross-border trade. However,
Greaves believes rejecting his
credentials would deny Trump

the ability to grant a coveted
political reward to a sup-
porter. Canada has rarely re-
fused to accredit foreign am-
bassadors, but it has done so
in cases of significant diplo-
matic disputes. Similar ac-
tions were taken against
China, Russia, and Israel in
pastincidents. Greaves sug-
gests that if Trump persists
with annexation rhetoric,
Canada should also consider
barring him from attending
the G7 summit scheduled for
June in Alberta. While block-
ing the ambassador could
lead to U.S. retaliation,
Greaves contends that de-
fending sovereignty comes
with a cost. “That is the price
of our independence, as de-
cided by Donald Trump,” he
stated.

Canada’s Premiers Meet U.S. Officials in
D.C.to Push Back Against Trump’s Tariffs

Bell Canada is rolling out a severance
package program for 1,200 unionized
employees, citing “unprecedented chal-
lenges” in the telecom industry. A com-
pany spokesperson confirmed the move
on Tuesday, describing it as an “en-
hanced voluntary separation program”
designed to give eligible workers the
option to retire or seek new employment.
Bell Media is not included in the buyout
offer.The company attributes the deci-
sion to structural changes, including a
shift to newer fibre networks, which has
reduced workloads and the need for cer-
tain positions. However, the move has
sparked criticism from Unifor, the union
representing Bell employees. National
president Lana Payne condemned the
layoffs as a short-term strategy to cut
costs at the expense of workers, call-
ing it a “damaging stunt.” She also
pointed to Canada’s potential trade war
with the U.S., arguing that Bell’s cost-

cutting measures are driven by its ex-
pansion into the American market.This
latest round of job reductions is part of
a broader trend in Canada’s telecom
sector, which has experienced slowed
growth. In recent months, BCE has
offloaded assets and cut jobs to improve
financial stability.

The company sold its 37.5 per-
cent stake in Maple Leaf Sports and En-
tertainment (MLSE) to Rogers for $4.7
billion and later acquired U.S.-based
Ziply for $5 billion. However, these
moves have been accompanied by sig-
nificant layoffs, including 1,300 job cuts
in mid-2023, followed by 4,800 more in
early 2024 alongside the closure of
multiple radio stations. Additional job
losses targeted technical staff last June.
With Canada'’s telecom giants navigat-
ing economic headwinds, consolidation
efforts and workforce reductions appear
to be shaping the industry’s future.

Canada’s provincial and territorial lead-
ers have arrived in Washington, D.C. to
present a united front against U.S.
President Donald Trump’s latest round
of steel and aluminum tariffs. The ex-
ecutive order, set to take effect on March
12, imposes a 25 percent tariff on all
imports, with Canada—America’s top
supplier of both metals—being hit hard-
est. Ontario Premier Doug Ford, who
chairs the Council of the Federation, is
leading the delegation and vowed swift
action to protect Canadian workers.
“We're going to react and react fast,”
Ford said, emphasizing the importance
of Canada’s economic ties with the U.S.
“We are their number one export desti-
nation in the world.”

Throughout the week, Canada’s 13 pre-
miers will engage in meetings with U.S.
lawmakers, corporate leaders, and lob-
byists to push for an exemption. Ford
will address the U.S. Chamber of Com-

merce, while Saskatchewan Premier
Scott Moe has already begun diplomatic
outreach, arguing that direct engage-
ment is more effective than immediate
retaliatory tariffs.

The premiers will also meet Re-
publican Senator Kevin Cramer, a Trump
ally and free-market advocate, to gain
insight into the administration’s tariff
strategy.The tariffs come amid broader
economic tensions, with Trump continu-
ing to push protectionist policies. His
Council of Economic Advisors, led by
Stephen Miran, views tariffs as a tool to
strengthen the U.S. dollar and pressure
trading partners into concessions.
Meanwhile, Trump’s repeated remarks
about annexing Canada have raised ad-
ditional concerns, with Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau warning business lead-
ers last week that Trump’s push for ac-
cess to Canada’s critical minerals is no
laughing matter.
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Canada thinks about
Shifting Aluminum
Exports to Europe

Canada is preparing to redirect its
aluminum exports to European markets
after U.S. President Donald Trump
imposed 25% tariffs on Canadian and
Mexican aluminum imports, a move that
has sent shockwaves through global
trade. Physical market traders report
that aluminum prices in Europe have
fallen due to expectations that Canadian
shipments originally bound for the U.S.
will now be diverted. The European duty-
paid premium (EPDG25) aluminum
contract on COMEX has dropped more
than 10%, from nearly $370 per ton in
early January to around $322 per ton by
February. The United States, a major
importer of aluminum for industries such
as transportation, packaging, and
construction, imported 5.46 million
metric tons of aluminum products in
2023, according to the U.S. Commerce
Department. More than 56% of that
aluminum—3.08 million tons—came
from Canada, highlighting the country’s
heavy reliance on Canadian metal.

Trudeau Heads to Europe for Al Summit and High-
Stakes Trade Talks Amid U.S. Tariff Tensions

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau will travel
to Paris and Brussels next week to
attend a global Al summit and meet with
European leaders, as both Canada and
the EU grapple with escalating U.S.
trade threats under President Donald
Trump. Al, Security, and Trade on the
Agenda Trudeau’s five-day trip,
beginning Saturday, will focus on
artificial intelligence, security, and
economic strategy in response to
Trump’s aggressive tariff
policies.Canadian travel packages In
Paris, Trudeau will deliver a keynote
address at the Al Action Summit,
where world leaders will discuss
advancing Al innovation responsibly. In
Brussels, he will meet with NATO
Secretary-General Mark Rutte to
reaffirm Canada’s commitment to the
alliance and discuss defense spending
and security challenges. He will also
meet EU officials to coordinate a unified
response to Trump’s looming trade
tariffs on European goods. Trump’s

Tariff Threats Cast a Shadow Trump’s
Feb. 1 executive order imposed 10%
tariffs on Canadian energy and 25% on
all other imports, with similar measures
expected against Europe. While
Canada and Mexico secured a 30-day
reprieve through border security
commitments, Europe is now bracing
for economic retaliation from
Washington. Canada and Europe
Weigh Retaliation The European
Commission has warned it will fight
back if tariffs materialize. European
Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen vowed to defend the EU’s
economic and national security, while
European trade ministers met in Poland
this week to craft a response. Canada,
meanwhile, had planned retaliatory
tariffs and provincial bans on U.S.
alcohol imports, but those measures
are currently on hold pending
negotiations. Trudeau’s Balancing
Act Trudeau’'s trip underscores
Canada’s urgent push for stronger

global alliances as Trump’s policies
threaten North American and European
economies. With a March 4 tariff
deadline approaching, Canada and the
EU face critical decisions on whether
to escalate trade disputes or seek
diplomatic resolutions

Canadians Shift Spending Habits

wine, discussing further ways to

undergraduate degree at McGill

such as Reddit, have seen an

In Responseto U.S. Tariff Threats

L —

Despite a last-minute deal
delaying U.S. tariffs on Canadian
goods, many Canadians are
redirecting their spending away
from American products and
businesses, citing a loss of trust
in their longtime trade partner.
From grocery shopping and
travel plans to graduate school
decisions, individuals across the

country are making deliberate
choices to keep their money out
of the U.S..Consumers Fight
Back with Their Wallets

For Sand Northrup of Vancouver,
the shift started immediately.
While gathered with friends in
Gibsons, B.C., when news of
the tariffs broke, they opted for
local beer instead of California

boycott U.S. goods. “Now we've
got to engage,” Northrup said.
“Until this stuff changes, we’'ve
got to put our money where our
mouths are.”Canadian travel
packages

Others, like Maureen Manning
of Nanaimo, B.C., have taken a
similar approach. Her family
now buys produce from local
farmers’ markets and has
switched their coffee to a
Canadian roastery. Even before
the tariffs were confirmed,
Manning had decided to cancel
her annual trip to Palm Springs
and reconsider her daughter’s
plans to shop for a wedding
dress in Seattle.

“l think right down to the last
minute, we were hoping for
otherwise,” Manning said. “That
didn’t happen. So we have no
desire to go to the States right
now.”
Students
Education
For some Canadians, the tariff
threats go beyond shopping
habits. Daniel Miksha, 22, a
Calgary native finishing his

Rethink U.S.

University, was set to apply to
Harvard, Yale, and Boston
University for his master’s
degree. However, after
witnessing what he called a
hostile stance toward Canada,
he changed his plans entirely,
applying instead to the University
of British Columbia and KU
Leuven in Belgium.
“Regardless of whether these
tariffs hit, this use of economic
threats to scare Canadians is
aggressive and unacceptable,”
Miksha said, adding that he no
longer sees the U.S. as a place
to settle down or start a family.
The Sentiment Persists
Despite Tariff Delay

While Trump and Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau reached a
temporary agreement to pause
the tariffs for 30 days, many
Canadians say their stance
remains unchanged. The initial
shock and frustration have fueled
a sense of economic patriotism,
uniting Canadians across
political lines in a “Buy
Canadian” movement.Canadian
travel packages Online forums,

outpouring of support for avoiding
American goods and services,
with users sharing tips on
boycotting U.S. retailers,
canceling subscriptions, and
traveling domestically instead of
abroad. Even long-standing
habits, like watching American
streaming services or buying
groceries from U.S.-based
chains, are being reconsidered.
A Growing Economic Divide?
The ongoing uncertainty in U.S.-
Canada trade relations has many
wondering if these consumer
habits will become permanent.
Northrup and their wholesale
vegetable club—a group that
sources produce in bulk—have
already committed to avoiding
U.S. products entirely. While
many Canadians acknowledge
that boycotting American
products is challenging, given
deep economic ties, they believe
that making small changes is a
powerful way to push back. “To
feel like you want to get back at
the bully? It's not a good feeling,”
Northrup said. “But something
needs to be done.”



