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CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
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contact Inf0:438:929:8017

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience

at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-

roll}, not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-

pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in

treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonusas) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLUBE

Wl}lm mth hpmts paf,l{age ﬂn.’iu'.ms Pp\ HHU bports
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A9 Ut fEstiis aete 9aw 3 femrer
At Ufar=Tar 958 € 3% 515 TamT 39 ©
fEREt »i3 WS T 965 T WdE HIE AaT J

20

Instagram:IAMDJDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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manjeetatthwal@gmail.com
Mobile No. +1 (438) 500-6024

gEI3 g9 A< faztat uzg,
FTgHESt B, AF HIS TINS
set a8 | fonrs fe€ fa mi @
&% ITF MBS At TS
WMT IT TS|

FEI3 &7H AT HIITYI5 fas
J?

FEd3 BIT § TUI MITHE e
HfgER J95, MTuAt AT 9078
Fas M3 gfft 575 935 fIe

MUSE M3 HTUS TR -THH
79 TUT AIITIHI HIJHH I35
f&9 vee I3 ATEt I IEd3 T
& e 3™ W3 FTIEIH 39
‘3 9ot 3 HioaH J95 fSg Hew
9 Aaet 31 Adg IAT Sfemt &
gT79d Ifds €T War féed g 3T
god3 Bt Qast € §3aasT
WMIAAT STIT YT AT=U7s I9 fa
wye gfent § 9799 A7 BEt
g3 famrer g &7 7|
Gerggs met, fedaerfaa
fgeretnt ‘3 g3 fadmeT AHT
fag @<= args Qust § U9
gAST AT ¥y JYST AAT gIfara
&9t g grater 7| ffq Ieat3t,
féa fown mEguz a9 fa f&a
fegaefaa faeretn ‘3 fagre
J9 U wet, g uieT ggg a3
f&s fag@er madt 91 few 397
JI5 3% IAT 89 § ICI3 37

A3 9 IHE™Y J AT
Qust et gait fimrs arfer a4
AFT IITST 9T ITITE ITIT
HAZT 3¢ dyer 7 3T €T mry
<t €n fE9 s g gvadr
uII 38T, grarsargeT, AT
Ufamt & €9 i Qs M3
St fdg g% WasT fea HaeTd
fafamT 3 et 7, fAn f[To 59
H™M® JdT grgsdil W3 &9,
gT9d WA eTd Jr3tfeutyt et
gHsTET g€l  Qast
arstfeatmt =t ufost 3° ot
HH&T 97§ 3T+ IAT QT GAaT
WyE gfont 3T T 9T AT M3
Orte @ yos g A AT
g9 fest &g stw @ g afdar
IIE AT IJ T | feg 93 HAETg
J= 7 faor I, w3 0 fegag st
T HIET | WAt He T 835 AT
IT TT AT ygTaT ‘T edfaa
et AT 37 IoF, €9 Se-aus
IBTII, M3 W FET Itat
g7 fear & €9 yr=iar, ¥e
@3T=iail feo A9 995 575 fHE
ITST iUt fags w3 fesgrg
f&9 gesrd wmraar, €7 dfout
T gt &7 fAde A9, Aet W fRar

HET Jd AFEt J1 JEI3 BFT &

feamm g2am

Publishers Note

Desi Times and people associated with it are not responsiole Tor
any claims made by the advertisers or endorse any of their producs
or sarvice advertisad within, The views expressed in the Desi Timas
don not necessarily reflect the views of the publisher and editor. Desi
Times % in the business of gelling space bul does nol hest or canfirm
b begilmacy of the Claim made in the paper. Desi Times danes promoabe
a healthy forum for discussion of a myriad of views in peaceful cvilized
mannerwhile frying to dissuade any form of discrimingtion and abuse.

Comribulion to the growth of the paper |3 mos! appreciated and
sponsors and adversers ane trained for their suppart. We would like
to thanks all the wall wishers and supporters of Ckesl Times for making
this end=avor possible. Let us be proud of our roots, humble in owr
temperament and rgorous in our efforls 1o altain greatness in ouwr

AChHEVEMEnLs



7 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #512 FRIDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 2025

mfaat 3ele, Al s s ae difesT e sqwees @
mﬁawatra??,a’rumafsﬁare’l?m

¥ Wt ufost fEfenr 85 &
RS Higtm 3 fEq feeafel feg faur fa
QT 8HT FT U= 9 W BEt HeAfde
Fde IJ I& Adfa feg Heyr &dt Aar
fesgsms AtgxT Efr fa §13 =g 857
& yzT Bfamrr fa Qo fesessins I
AdIed 39’3 U3B &at I 99 AG W3 I AN
BE nit-fesg®iedt el 996 &% 9419
ang3 & @57 v 379 we fammifefenr aws
€ fem @2 3 g g-feu A aet Ans
HISTHT 958w '3 widt-feaesmied! sTete
AHSTEE et € gaHTa T It FET T-
weTgT T ¥miET g9 39 IsIug fegt
anffent fEg et ot T ? ot fae fefem
55 & faur fa fammerag Sat e Herur
fesesHs I9a dt Jer I Aat J ?ATee Ot
feu fesesmns T ot W3 HaHT Adte &g
faa= Ir9at g9o Uer get J1 5% ot fea =t
Aree gt ot fen €t Adte & &3 = gt JI
fesesims St J ?
THt AfAw I 7 A7 a1 AF He Sare €2
97 95 fe9 Heward ATYI Jet
Titatet 93191z © sTetefean fegmr
@ WYl 379¢d S&HT ATdat €AY I6 fa Ae
et gt vayt Aate € A®T § saAs
ygergEt I 3T €W & 19 J95 FET AT
fefiB= fAven Sa& o a9 Barer 31 fa=
fSae @3 A e sar AT feg U ‘I g mr
H< AT Adld € faw 39 979 UT &8 &ait
He €978 Ad o™ Aet J1 »iAw {9 feg im
AS FET =79 digta Megat Het 3 gar8et
e’rm”;rfemwmﬁmanmﬂrﬂw
e It A3 it ©t mrust S s9s

ot feq geast feut 3 37 fen & fan farat G
&% fae dfsmm 7 qaer J1

A% Uer Jer 4 fa ig wet-fesesiest
yog et St BFUETT?

frog vra9 YTev o fa Afaw @1 mi dig-
fAroxYe g A<t I A< feo A8 Adlg f9
&9 A Bt Ifdet I1 3Taed & GHT afde
I&, mufed Ales 78t fEg aet mifag vy
I 1 Aate {9 fesgs™ns 83 578 <09

mﬁfema’rma’r:r?

3Tged &&AT Ffde fa A yaa §
fesesias Uer ada & AT #wet-
feses™ins yara &9 aat 3T
gateTI8T afde g5, qed3t IAs ez
fg wa fS9 978 A7 W3 IET YT A
ATS ®eT 9 I518T7 A5 A7 =0T

TUR¥ s fAe fa &5 A et 95 dfoe
AT A3 dles ASTyTTa Hod oy fiw
UtAbHTEt A JEt <3 ARgTet @9
faQedtms HoT =+ A==t fagr g
75187 afde 75 fa e fS9 et =9
Ad1g f&9 yaret AA He™d €T gy ug et
J1 few 3gt feg Heu '3 I =& dart fes
=t fanrat, garg W3 fs@Istaadfes
Afggbr™ AE et faqrabut set J3uy =
IS =t I HAET T eT-fesesmedt yara
979 37d¢d & GHT Jfde 76 fa det <t yara
A8t ez § ygrfes g9t J1976 A8
Ad19 € 979 M3 Aoz €3 wmAg =T J1
Ud WA fam ¥ Yoo 979 feg &at afg Aa<e
fa fen &% AItT &5 AA ¥3IH T
A=at€v afde s fa fa@fa Wi graaT
H39d A9 € U3B d< § It IegAst er
HUES W& fomT faprr 7, few st mi ae
I AR® HistwT €3 Su-Jy 37Eten
W@ EhT Ifge™ T

fagt & Aele & 39 wel@s € o €3
yerfag aigTaer I

3T3ed &GHT afde 75 fa was 9
iz #gfes yoa & Adt 39t &%
B A <@t 7, & fa fan ffg yarar € Adla
o 83 3 U YT &% fAIIWTS T AaET

Services d'embellissement féminin

Bridalland

Irs, e wagz, faerfes araggTeisdT,
ATsedt € 99Et M3 YRR Hie AHE
I5137aed &'&H e I& fa Arg Herur M3
fesesmims & <t g Qe &4t gdten
fa@fa He a7 79 fese®™ns &d1 98 fa
A3 AlEs B8t M3 91%3 4o’ J 1T S o
T9S9T Talediiet & Met-fesesmins
At €t pat fanra d1St 9, fam fRg enre,
ﬁgﬁ@%,ﬂﬂﬂ#ﬁ@@?ﬂaﬁw,ﬁé,
U IF B HEt M3 IY 2% < AHS
I51g fiw 3fde 7& fa vafea 75 &
Fdte Tt 87 MawTg iHg WrgeT e yrer
393 99 & Iy T JueT € 57558
s’a"‘aarsr"rfawwg =t 997 Ager
JIsTaeT aaHt <t 979 welhe wet faerfes
IIETTEIF e, ¥F, 999t M3 TH St
A piEeaT- YRS ST & @93 wege
o faefon a9 75187 Gergaes féed os
fa T e fa fiex Ude four w3 fea =25t
ot yBe &9 99799 39T 9 aBdH I
Ug g € Adld €3 U =8 ning fFeg 5u3
B9 J157ded 3 GHT afde 5, foum 3978
HeU 2% & ATSdl M3 28T @7 ASE ITgA3t
% Ate geH d=drifegs It Hed &%
sfdss @7 Idtar 7 &= fares =F

gafe A& € <3 <8 s gar

grater 3197 I3 IAST @ g fad I8
fagt f<9 sretag &t w3 famer gt 9
W3 BT Wl 7% afdse fEg <t sa<e
AY3 J€ I&13Tded & GHT HI9d 16,
THT, IBETT M3 99 IU3 ATIbHT AgHDAT
f&g <t eetyg € H=z9T =09 Jet JIfen
39T IBT THIT, MEdd M3 TBE € 57%-
3% BAT AL §Y3 H'd HA™® I& fAgT 979
Yifewm arer J fa feg wmidt-fesessmiedt a1
39 WITET BT STEICH AT IBE
Aztafadt ga3r eteqag & =t #et-
fese®niedt 3TEle 979 MTUS RES HIstT
atst 718t fagr, gy AT gHE AES
Wizt €3 faos maat fiex wifaat 3Tete
T Y9 U AreT J fam g9 eeT 9= fa
feg A ola 99 €=ait, 979 wer e<ait, fen
=g QT 3TEle nict-feae®miedt sTEe
JIug gafe fen € & e -Aee §3 ganr
3T A=, ATg WT ET AET yreT yie f&g
fere™ dueT Irater J1 fAds IHI3 W3
wg T Agfa3 yreT gt 3o g9 oy feg
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Ameliorez votre beauté
gJfsd1, SATHAT, SHM®, HelfaBd, USHags, Ind AeEl®

Threadmg Waxing, Facial, Mamcure Pedicure, Halr Styling

Other, female
beautifying Services
83 gegst B3u= 5% SHIMW® HA™H
7

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

d9 = |09

514236025444

AIfeH

More services soon

FAS[CotelVentulOues il
StRfauren SHAEDIN3 N
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Any realistic housmg affordab|I|ty plan must increase savings in Canada

Mark Carney, the perceived
front-runner to replace Justin
Trudeau as Liberal Party leader
and prime minister, has made
homebuilding a priority is his
leadership bid. Specifically, he’s
promised to “catalyze enormous
private investment to build
millions of new homes for
younger Canadians” and remove
regulatory barriers that slow the
construction of new housing.
Conservative Leader Pierre
Poilievre has also promised to
cut red tape to boost housing
construction with his “Building
Homes, Not Bureaucracy” plan.
Of course, Canada has a
housing affordability problem,
as millions of Canadians can
attest, and regulations, fees and
density restrictions imposed on
housing developers have
undoubtedly increased
construction costs and driven
up housing prices. So mitigating
these impediments would help
increase the supply of new
housing units in Canada.

But if policymakers, including
the next prime minister (whoever
that may be) want to
substantially increase housing
affordability, they must also
enact policies—tax reform,
spending reductions—that
improve the savings and
consumption decisions of
households and governments.
It's not just a red tape problem.
Consider this. According to a
2023 Canadian Mortgage and
Housing Corporation (CMHC)

report, to restore housing
affordability Canada must build
an estimated 3.5 million
additional housing units—
beyond the 18.2 million units it
projects will exist—by 2030.

But building 3.5 million housing
units will require a massive
amount of financing. How
much? According to an analysis
of “affordable” housing
construction in Toronto, it costs
between $472,000 and
$520,000 per housing unit
(obviously homebuilding in
Toronto is often more expensive
than in other parts of Canada,

1L

but these estimates exclude
land purchase costs they’re still
useful). Based on the lower-cost
estimate ($472,000), total
construction costs for 3.5
million housing units will reach
$1.65 trillion from 2025 to 2030
or around $330 billion per year.
Clearly, for this scale of building,
we’ll need an increased supply
of financial capital. Canada’s
gross savings (essentially, the
savings used to fund
investments) was $695 billion in
2023, so Canadians would need
to increase their annual savings
by almost 50 per cent (above

the 2023 total) to finance 3.5
million additional housing units.
That’s not a realistic goal.
Moreover, given the Trudeau
government’s accelerated rates
of immigration in 2023 and
2024, the CMHC’s 3.5 million
number is likely now too low to
achieve “affordability” so the
price tag would be even higher.
So, if domestic savings won't
adequately finance the mass
scale of homebuilding envisaged
by Carney, Poilievre and others,
where will the capital come
from? Don’t look abroad.

It's highly unlikely that inflows
of foreign capital would help fill
the savings gap to any
significant extent—in Canada
and other wealthy countries,
domestic savings remain the
main source of financing for
domestic investments. To spur
domestic savings,
policymakers might also look to
the Bank of Canada and
monetary policy. But while
raising interest rates would
encourage increased domestic
savings, it would also choke off
demand for construction loans,
which would slow housing
construction. Higher mortgage
rates would also exacerbate the

affordability problem for many
current and prospective
homeowners. In reality, any
serious effort to increase
housing affordability in Canada
must include fundamental
changes in fiscal policy to
promote increased savings and
reduced consumption by both
households and governments.
For example, the federal
government and provincial
governments should increase
sales tax rates and reduce
taxes on investment income
including real estate.

And beginning this budget
season, governments should
reduce spending to tackle
deficits, particularly in Ontario,
British Columbia and at the
federal level. By reducing deficit
spending, governments would
free up savings for additional
investment in residential
housing construction.

We’ve heard no such policy
proposals from those vying to be
Canada’s next prime minister.
Until we do, Canadians should
be skeptical about the easy
promises of politicians—all of
political stripes—to solve
Canada’s housing affordability
problem.

U.S. tariffs threat means Calgary real

estate could go either way in 2025

Calgary’s resale real estate market is
poised for a strong year — though growth
will be at a slower pace than recent years
— but the threat of tariffs from the United
States could dramatically change the
outlook as the province’s economy might
be thrown into a recession.

That's the assessment of the Calgary Real
Estate Board’s 2025 forecast, which
envisions two possible outcomes — one
good and one bad for the city’s real estate
and economy this year.“If it wasn't for this
risk, the outlook would have been a little
different, probably brighter — though the
market is in good shape heading into the
year,” says Ann-Marie Lurie, chief
economist with CREB.Indeed, the outlook
speaks to strong conditions for the real
estate market should tariffs not become an

issue. Sales are expected to remain 20 per
cent above the historical average, reflecting
the strength of demand in the market,
particularly for affordable single-family
detached homes. As well, interest rates are
forecast to fall even more this year,
expanding purchasing power for prospective
buyers. CREB predicts the city should see
more than 26,000 sales this year, though
activity will mark a slightly declining trend
since the record high of 2022. Supply is
expected to expand with the report adding
that increased supply from a record level of
new home starts will shift the market into
more balance between buyers and sellers.
About 29 per cent of the more than 22,600
starts last year were single-family detached
homes, but multi-family development has
been very robust.Of all the 23,700 housing

unit types under construction in November,
30 per cent were rental and 61 per cent
were apartment condo homes. This activity
will likely put downward price pressure on
the resale apartment and rental market this
year “That’s where we will likely see some
adjustments with more choice, which will
limit some of the price growth,” Lurie says.
Overall, prices in the resale market are
expected to climb, especially for single-
family detached homes priced under $1
million. As well, sales are expected to be
slightly higher than last year due to rising
supply of homes priced above $600,000 and
pent-up demand.Row and semi-detached
homes should see modest price and sales
growth. Increased supply will likely keep
prices from exceeding three per cent growth
year over year in all three segments.

Trudeau Mocks Trump After Canada
Defeats USA in Hockey Showdown

Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau took a
jab at U.S. President Donald
Trump following Canada’s
thrilling 3-2 overtime victory
against the United States in the
4 Nations Face-Off hockey
tournament on Thursday.

“You can’t take our country —
and you can’t take our game,”
Trudeau posted on X,
celebrating the win at TD
Garden in Boston. The
tournament, featuring NHL stars
from Canada, Finland, Sweden,
and the U.S., concluded with a
heated final after an earlier Feb.
15 matchup where multiple
fights broke out in the opening

seconds. Team USA won that
earlier contest 3-1, settingup a
highly anticipated rematch.

Diplomatic tensions between
the two nations have been
escalating, with  Trump
repeatedly referring to Trudeau
as a “governor” rather than
prime minister and suggesting
Canada could become the 51st
U.S. state. His administration
has also threatened steep tariffs
on Canadian goods, though a
planned 25% tariff on Canada
and Mexico was temporarily
postponed to avoid a trade war.
Before the championship game,
Trump made a phone call to
Team USA, encouraging them

to secure victory over Canada.
In a message on Truth Social,
he reiterated his idea of Canada
joining the U.S., saying, “With
FAR LOWER TAXES AND
MUCH STRONGER SECURITY,
[Canada] will someday, maybe
soon, become our cherished,
and very important, Fifty First
State.” Although Trump was
unable to attend the game due
to a Republican governors’
event in Washington, he
extended an invitation to
Trudeau. “If Governor Trudeau
would like to join us, he would
be most welcome. Good luck to
everybody, and have a GREAT
game tonight,” he wrote.
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G7 Summit Could Be a Defining Moment for
Canada’s Global Role, Says Former Minister

As Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau prepares to chair a virtual

G7 meeting and attend a peace '

summit in Ukraine marking the
third anniversary of Russia’s full-
scale invasion, former Foreign
Affairs Minister Lloyd Axworthy
believes this moment could
significantly shape Canada’s
diplomatic standing.

Speaking to CTV News, Axworthy
emphasized that Canada has
taken a strong stance on Ukraine,
climate change, and gender
equality—issues that now face
pushback from global powers like
the U.S., Russia, and China. “We
have to find a way of providing a
containment of this American,
Russian, Chinese view that the
world only belongs to the big
powers,” he said.

Traditionally focused on economic
and trade issues, Monday’s G7
summit will center on strategies
to end the war in Ukraine. Former
Justice Minister Peter MacKay
pointed out that the discussions
come amid U.S. and Russian

negotiations that have notably
excluded Ukraine.

Ukraine’s Future and the
Question of Peace

MacKay stressed the need to
remember how the war began—
with Russia’s annexation of
Crimea in 2014, followed by a
full-scale invasion three years
ago. He called Ukrainian
President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy’s recent offer to step
down in exchange for NATO
membership an “extraordinary”
move but warned that such a
concession could embolden
Russia’s aggression.

Canada has remained a vocal
advocate for Ukraine’s NATO
bid, with Foreign Affairs
Minister Mélanie Joly stating
that Canada intends to

support Ukraine’s security
post-war, though details
remain unclear. Meanwhile,
negotiations behind the
scenes reportedly involve
Ukraine relinquishing control
over critical minerals in
exchange for continued U.S.
military aid.

Despite diplomatic efforts,
Russia has escalated its

military campaign, launching
267 drones into Ukraine in a
massive overnight assault,
the largest such attack since
the invasion began.
Ukrainian forces reported
shooting down 138 drones,
with 119 others failing to reach
their targets.

Axworthy sees the timing of
the attack as a clear sign that
Russia is not seeking peace.
“They’re using the third
anniversary to mount an
extra-special drone attack,”
he noted.

“That is not a country looking
for peace. | think Putin is out
to continue his ambition of
taking over Ukraine.” As world
leaders gather, the G7 summit
presents an opportunity for
Canada to strengthen alliances
and reaffirm its role in shaping
global policy.

Whether Trudeau can leverage
this moment to build stronger
ties with European and Asian
partners remains to be seen.

Changing tax policy puts a chill
on the uItraquury housmg maret_

Sales in the luxury niche of

Toronto real estate take place in |

their own rhythm, but the
uncertainty permeating the
overall market is also apparent at
the high end. At the same time,
measures aimed at cooling the

housing market during the high- *

octane run of a few years ago may

be acting as adrag on sales now. :
In the Toronto core, 13 properties =

changed hands at prices of $10-

million and above on the open |

market last year. That’s in line
with the 14 homes that traded in
that price range in 2023. The
average price in that bracket in
2024 was $13.77-million; in 2023
it was $13.2-million. Those sales
on the Multiple Listing Service of
the Canadian Real Estate
Association only tell part of the
story because buyers and sellers
in the upper echelons often prefer
to strike a private deal. While the
number of transactions on the
MLS in that range remained

steady, agents say buyers can
be capricious and quick to walk
away from negotiations at times.
Adam Brind, a broker with
Sotheby’s International Realty
Canada, says sentiment has
been shifting rapidly in the

market for the past year or two
as buyers and sellers react to
economic and geopolitical
forces. He believes it’s harder to
put deals together in the “ultra-
luxury” niche as some investors
from overseas choose to avoid

and

Canada
homeowners in Toronto decide
against trading up. Mr. Brind
says some buyers in the upper
echelons are put off by the
weight of such policies as the
federal foreign buyers’ ban and

altogether

changes to the City of Toronto’s
land transfer tax.For a buyer pool
that was small already, policies
designed to cool the broader
market when it was overheated
have shrunk that cohort even
more.

Alberta’s housing industry is booming — but challenges lie ahead

Alberta entered 2025 as a
standout across Canada’s
housing markets, breaking
records in housing starts and
rental construction. This
success reflects strong
demand, a growing population,
and a collaborative approach
centred on housing attainability.
In 2024, Alberta broke the
previous all-time record for
housing starts in census
metropolitan areas (CMAs) with
populations over 10,000. The
Edmonton region surpassed its
previous all-time high set in
2015, while Calgary marked its
third consecutive record-
breaking year. Mid-sized

municipalities also saw a surge
in activity, with Red Deer and
Lethbridge leading the way —
housing starts up 194 per cent
and 87 per cent, respectively.

Alberta also shattered its
record for rental-housing starts,
with purpose-built rentals up 43
per cent, making up nearly a
third of new construction. This
surge has helped stabilize and
even reduce rental prices in
Calgary and Edmonton —
critical in addressing the
housing crisis. In a market
where affordability is becoming
achallenge, these are welcome
trends.This incredible
momentum isn’t just a happy

coincidence; it's the result of
deliberate and strategic
decisions by the Government of
Alberta and innovation from
many municipalities based on
considerable collaboration with
the homebuilding and land-
development industry.
Another key factor behind
Alberta’s success has been the
government’s ability to
recognize when not to intervene.
Unlike other jurisdictions that
have implemented rent controls,
we embraced incentives like
the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation’s MLI
Select program and the removal
of GST on new rental builds.

This approach demonstrates
that overregulation stifles
supply, while smart incentives
can foster growth. Alberta’s
housing sector is a model of
what can be achieved when
government and industry align
their goals.Housing inventory
also remains below the 10-year
average, and prices are near
record highs. Continued efforts
to expand supply are essential.
Building vibrant, attainable
communities requires a strong
partnership between industry,
stakeholders and all levels of
government. By working
together, we can ensure that
growth-related infrastructure

investments are made
strategically, delivering the best
value for Albertans while keeping
development costs reasonable.
Thoughtful planning and co-
ordination will help avoid the
affordability challenges seen in
other provinces.
Predictability in approval
timelines is another key factor
in accelerating housing supply.
Some Alberta municipalities are
already leading the way with
innovative approaches to
streamlining approvals, and
expanding these best practices
across the province will create
more efficient, reliable
development processes.
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Tariff Threats Ignite Canadian Patriotism,
But Many Eye Closer Ties with U.S.

As tensions between
Canada and the U.S. escalate
over proposed tariffs and talk of
annexation, Canadians are
increasingly rallying behind
domestic products, with a surge
in national pride evident across
the country. Arecent Angus Reid
poll found that 85% of Canadians

f

are replacing or planning to
replace U.S. goods with
Canadian alternatives, reflecting
a growing resistance to President
Donald Trump’s economic threats
and repeated suggestions that
Canada could become the 51st
U.S. state. In Calgary, Tamara
Lee and her neighbors have been

displaying Canadian flags in
response to Trump’s remarks,
emphasizing their desire to
remain independent. “The vast
majority of people want to be
Canadian and to stay Canadian,”
Lee said, echoing sentiments
seen in the hockey arena, where
Canadian fans have booed the
U.S. national anthem. Despite
the surge in patriotism, some
Canadians—particularly in
Alberta and Saskatchewan—are
less inclined to boycott U.S.
goods, with around 20% saying
they do not plan to change their
purchasing habits. A billboard in
Bowden, Alberta, calling for the
province to join the U.S. has
sparked heated debate,
revealing a small but vocal group

that supports Trump’s leadership
and policies. A Leger poll
conducted between Feb. 14 and
17 shows that 27% of Canadians
now view the U.S. as an “enemy”
country, a striking shift in public
perception. Political analyst
Duane Bratt described this
number as “absolutely
remarkable,” attributing it to
Trump’s ongoing rhetoric about
annexing Canada. Meanwhile,
30% of Canadians still consider
the U.S. an ally, while 27% view
it as neutral. The economic impact
of Trump’s threats remains
uncertain. A 25% tariff on
Canadian steel and aluminum is
set to take effect on March 4,
though some believe Trump is
using the threat as leverage rather

than an imminent policy shift.
Regardless, Canadian
businesses are already seeing
shifts in consumer behavior.
Flagworks, a Calgary-based flag
manufacturer, reports a spike in
Canadian flag sales, as citizens
look for ways to express their
national pride.For many, Trump’s
remarks have crossed a line.
“We love you, but we’re not you,
and we don’t want to join you,”
Lee stated, summing up the
growing divide. As Trump
continues to dangle the idea of
annexation—including in a Truth
Social post ahead of the Canada-
U.S. hockey final—Canadian
resistance is only strengthening,
even as a minority remains open
to closer ties with the U.S.

Doug Ford Defends Sponsoring Trump-Musk
Fox News Interview as Tariff Battle Intensifies

Ontario Premier Doug Ford is
standing by his government’s multimillion-
dollar ad campaign on U.S. television,
which included sponsoring a Fox News
interview featuring Donald Trump and Elon
Musk. Ford argues the campaign is a
necessary effort to educate Americans on
the economic consequences of potential
U.S. tariffs on Canadian goods. Speaking
at a campaign stop in Milton, Ontario, Ford
refused to disclose the exact cost of the
ad buy—believed to be in the tens of
millions—despite acknowledging
taxpayers’ right to know. He suggested
that those seeking specifics could file a
freedom-of-information request. “I've never
had a bigger bang for our buck when we’re

r—-—————— - - — — — —

Suspects Flee After Crashing | Some U.S. Lawmakers Push Back Against Trump’s Canada Tariffs

Vehicle into Brampton

Jewellery Store in Failed Heist

in a fight for our lives,” Ford said,
emphasizing the stakes for Canadian jobs
and industries. The campaign, which
began late last year, saw Ontario sponsor
Tuesday night’s episode of Hannity on
Fox News—one of the most-watched
cable news shows in the U.S.—which

against President
Donald Trump’s trade
measures, warning

severely harm both
economies. Among
the most vocal critics
is Democratic
Congressman Tim

With the first round of tariffs on Canadian imports
set to take effect in just days, U.S. lawmakers and
business leaders are mounting a strong opposition

aired a pre-recorded interview with Trump
and Musk, now heading the U.S.
Department of Government Efficiency.
The broadcast included a message
stating, “This program is brought to you
by Ontario, Canada, your trusted
economic partner,” followed by a
government ad highlighting Canada’s
economic ties with the U.S. Ford’s
spokesperson, Grace Lee, confirmed
that the sponsorship was part of
Ontario’s existing deal with Fox and did
not involve new spending during the
current Ontario election campaign,
where Ford seeks re-election on Feb.
27. Trump has repeatedly threatened
sweeping 25% tariffs on Canadian

goods, including steel and aluminum,
while continuing to suggest Canada
should become the 51st U.S. state.
These remarks have been widely rejected
by Canadian political leaders across
party lines. Ford’s opponents have
criticized the ad campaign as wasteful
and accused him of using it to divert
attention from his record. His recent trip
to Washington also faced scrutiny, with
critics arguing that it yielded little in
concrete results. Defending his strategy,
Ford insisted the campaign has been
highly effective, airing across multiple
U.S. networks, including CNN and
CNBC, and reaching “hundreds of millions
of people.”

new March 4 deadline approaching, the White House
has continued to threaten additional tariffs on Canadian
steel, aluminum, automobiles, and digital services.

Kennedy, along with
60 Democratic
colleagues, has urged
the administration to
cancel the tariffs
outright, warning of
economic fallout for
both sides. He is also
backing new

Peel Regional Police are searching for
multiple suspects following a botched robbery attempt I

Kennedy,
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| that they could
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region—an

Buffalo-Niagara

who
the

area

legislation—the
STABLE Trade Policy
Act—introduced by
Senators Chris Coons

hose responsible.

t
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at a Brampton jewellery store, where perpetrators
rammed a vehicle into the storefront but failed to gain
entry. The incident occurred around 2 p.m. on Sunday
at Kumari Jewellers, located near Hurontario Street |
and Ray Lawson Boulevard. According to police, a I
group of suspects attempted to force their way inside |
by driving a vehicle into the store’s front windows but I
were unsuccessful. They quickly fled the scene in a I
separate getaway car. Images from the scene showed
shattered glass and a heavily damaged storefront,
which has since been boarded up. Despite the
dramatic attempt, no injuries were reported, and nothing
was stolen from the store. Police have since recovered
the vehicle used in the failed break-in and are searching
foras many as five suspects. The investigation remains
ongoing as authorities work to identify and apprehend

deeply reliant on
cross-border trade
with Canada. “A tariff
on Canadais ataxon
Americans,” Kennedy
stated, emphasizing
that the economic

ties between the two countries are too critical to risk
damaging. Trade with Canada supports over 27,000 jobs
in his district alone, and he has been rallying local
businesses and political leaders to pressure the Trump
administration into reversing its decision. Trump initially
announced a 25% tariff on Canadian imports in
November but later delayed implementation to February
1, with energy imports facing a lower 10% tariff. Just
hours before the measures were set to take effect, he
granted a temporary 30-day reprieve in exchange for
increased border security measures. However, with the

and Tim Kaine, which
aims to restrict the
president’s power to
impose tariffs
unilaterally on key
allies. The bill, which
has gained significant

traction, would need only three Republican votes to pass in
Congress. Canada has already prepared $155 billion in
retaliatory tariffs, which could drive up prices for American
consumers. Kennedy insists that Trump’s trade war is both
unnecessary and counterproductive, arguing that it contradicts
the president’s campaign promises of reducing costs for
American families. With bipartisan pressure mounting, U.S.
lawmakers are hoping for a last-minute reversal before the
March deadline, warning that a prolonged trade conflict could
severely damage the long-standing economic partnership
between the two nations.
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Meeting Ottawa’s new housing target will require more than
$300 billion in additional financing every year until 2030

VANCOUVER, BC — To meet Ottawa’s
ambitious new housing construction
targets in order to restore affordability,
the country needs more than $300 billion
in additional financing every year from
2025 to 2030, finds a new report
published today by the Fraser Institute,
an independent, non-partisan Canadian
public policy think-tank.“To increase
home building and restore business
investment in key areas like technology
to previous levels, Canada needs to
become much more attractive to
investors, both from within Canada and
around the world,” said Steven Globerman
, Fraser Institute senior fellow and author
of Canada Needs to Save Much More to
Finance an Ambitious Investment

Agenda. To restore housing affordability,
the Canadian Mortgage and Housing
Corporation (CMHC), a Crown
Corporation of the federal government,
has estimated that about 3.5 million
additional housing units need to be built
by 2030 given expected construction
rates.

The study finds that for the federal
government to meet this housing
construction goal, an estimated $331 to
$364 billion in additional financing is
needed annually from 2025-2030. if
business investment in key areas such
as communications and IT are to return
to previous levels, another roughly $13
billion is needed annually. In total, this
means Canada needs an additional $343

to $377 billion in financing annually over
the next five years. To put this into
perspective, this is equivalent to
increasing the current Canadian savings
rate by 50 per cent.

One option to mitigate the need for a
drastic increase in the domestic savings
rate is to attract more foreign investment,
but that will require substantial policy
reforms to make Canada a more
attractive environment for foreign
investors.

“It is very likely that the ambitious
targets that have been set for
homebuilding and business investment
won’t be met, but even so, encouraging
increased investment and higher
domestic savings is a worthy policy

pursuit,” Globerman said. The Fraser
Institute is an independent Canadian
public policy research and educational
organization with offices in Vancouver
, Calgary , Toronto , Montreal , and
Halifax and ties to a global network of
think-tanks in 87 countries. Its mission
is to improve the quality of life for
Canadians, their families and future
generations by studying, measuring
and broadly communicating the effects

of government policies,
entrepreneurship and choice on their
well-being.

To protect the Institute’s independence,
it does not accept grants from
governments or contracts for research.
Visit www.fraserinstitute.org

Federal government celebrates opening of new transitional housing in Guelph

GUELPH, ON — Today the federal
government, the County of Wellington
and the City of Guelph marked the
official opening of 65 Delhi Street in
Guelph .The 28-unit transitional housing
project is located at 65 Delhi Street and
will be operated by the County of
Wellington . The building is designed
to provide individuals experiencing
homelessness access to the
necessary supports and services they
require to move from homelessness to
housing stability. The site is easily
accessible by public transit, in close
proximity to community-based services
and neighbourhood amenities, as well
as employment opportunities.
Funding provided for this project is as
follows:

$4.6 million from the federal
government, through the third round of
the Rapid Housing Initiative (RHI) $3.1
million from the City of Guelph
Construction of the project is
completed, and the tenants will start
moving in at the end of the month.
Through the Rapid Housing Initiative,
our government is taking concrete
actions to fast-track housing solutions,
helping more people transition from
homelessness to housing stability”- The
Honourable Nathaniel Erskine-Smith,
Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and
Communities“Having access to safe and
affordable homes for all is key to
improving the health and well-being of
our communities. Today’s
announcement is a great example of
how great partnerships with the County
of Wellington and the City of Guelph,
have a direct and tangible impact on
the Guelph community; together, we will
help improve the quality of life for those
who need it most.” — Lloyd Longfield ,
Member of Parliament for Guelph
“The 65 Delhi St Transitional Housing
Facility helps fill a critical gap in adult
housing opportunities in the City of
Guelph and will be instrumental in
supporting the health and well-being of
28 people currently experiencing
homelessness. | would like to thank the

Government of Canada for their &

investment which will ensure that
necessary funding, infrastructure, and
support services are in place to help
people transition into permanent
housing.” — Chris White , Warden of the
County of Wellington

“Today marks a vital step forward for
our community as we celebrate the
opening of this important transitional

housing project. Council showed
leadership by donating this land and
building to the County of Wellington for
this initiative, which will provide
essential support and shelter for those
in need, fostering stability and hope.
Together, we are building a more
inclusive and compassionate Guelph,
where every individual has the
opportunity to thrive.” — Cam Guthrie ,
Mayor of Guelph

The National Housing Strategy (NHS)
is a 10+ year, $115+ billion plan to give
more Canadians a place to call home.
Progress on programs and initiatives
are updated quarterly on the Housing,
Infrastructure and Communities Canada
(HICC) website . The Housing Funding
Initiatives Map shows affordable
housing projects that have been
developed.As of September 2024 , the
federal government has committed
$57.57 billion to support the creation
of over 156,000 units and the repair of

#® The program is now closed.The RHI

@ takes a human rights-based approach

to housing, serving people experiencing
or at risk of homelessness and other
vulnerable people, including women and

“.. children fleeing domestic violence,

over 297,000 units. These measures
prioritize those in greatest need,
including seniors, Indigenous Peoples,
people experiencing or at risk of
homelessness, and women and
children fleeing violence.

The Rapid Housing Initiative (RHI) is
delivered through the Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corporation (CMHC) under
the NHS. It provides funding to facilitate
the rapid construction of new housing
and the acquisition of existing buildings
for the purpose of rehabilitation or
conversion to permanent affordable
housing units. With its third phase,
launched in 2022, the Rapid Housing
Initiative once again exceeded targets.
It is expected that with this phase over
5,200 new homes will be created, of
which almost half will be for women and
one third will be for Indigenous Peoples.
The total number of units created with
the support of Rapid Housing Initiative
is expected to be over 16,000 units.

seniors, young adults, Indigenous
Peoples, people with disabilities,
people experiencing mental health and
addiction issues, Veterans,
2SLGBTQI+ individuals, racialized
groups, and recent immigrants or
refugees. The project announced today
follows the Honourable Nathaniel
Erskine-Smith’s, Minister of Housing,
Infrastructure and Communities,
January 26 announcement . Additional
Information:

Visit Canada.ca/housing for the most
requested Government of Canada
housing information. CMHC contributes
to the stability of the housing market
and financial system, provides support
for Canadians in housing need, and
offers unbiased housing research
and advice to all levels of Canadian
government, consumers and the
housing industry.

CMHC’s aim is that everyone in
Canada has a home they can afford
and that meets their needs. For more
information, follow us on Twitter ,
Instagram , YouTube , LinkedIn and
Facebook .

Progress on programs and initiatives
are updated quarterly on the
Housing, Infrastructure and
Communities Canada (HICC) website .
The Housing Funding Initiatives Map
shows affordable housing projects that
have been developed.

Winnipeg-Based EIC Acquwes Canadian North in $205M Deal

Canadian
North, a key airline
serving the Northwest

Territories and Nunavut, deal,

is set to change regulatory approval, is expected
ownership as Winnipeg- to improve service and efficiency
based Exchange innorthern air travel.

Income Corpc'Ftlc')_n (EIC) has
announced its $205 million
acquisition of the airline. The
which still

Canadian North

our aviation

requires

region.”

EIC already operates multiple
aviation companies specializing
in remote and northern routes,
including Calm Air, Perimeter
Aviation, Keewatin Air, and
! Custom Helicopters. Mike Pyle,
CEO of EIC, emphasized that
would
complement their existing
operations, stating, “Combining
resources,
knowledge, and assets with the
team at Canadian North will
lead to increased efficiency and
enhanced service levels in the

Currently owned by Makivvik
Corporation and the Inuvialuit
Development Corporation,
Canadian North provides
passenger and cargo services to
24 communities across the
Northwest Territories and
Nunavut, as well as charter
flights for the resource sector.
The airline operates primarily out
of Edmonton and Ottawa. Shelly
De Caria, President and CEO of
Canadian North, welcomed
the acquisition, stating that
EIC is committed to investing
in the airline’s future.
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Peel Police Highlight Critical Efforts to Combat Human Trafficking

In recognition of National
Human Trafficking Awareness Day,
Peel Regional Police (PRP) is
highlighting its critical efforts and
partnerships in combating this
serious crime, including the rescue
of 30 victims and the arrest of 38
traffickers in 2024.

Human trafficking, which exploits
vulnerable individuals for labour and
sexual purposes, affects countless
lives in Peel Region and across the
world. To fight back against this
crime, PRP have made substantial
progress in addressing this issue

through collaborative efforts and
dedicated investigations.

“Human trafficking is a grave violation
of human rights that devastates
countless lives in Peel Region. As
recognized leaders in fighting human
trafficking across North America, we
are unwavering in our commitment to
eradicating it, bringing perpetrators to
justice and supporting the victims who
endure unimaginable suffering,” said
Deputy Chief Nick Milinovich.

In line with this commitment, Project
Juno, a PRP initiative targeting the
demand of commercialized sex

involving underage victims in Peel, led
to the arrests of various men who
were apprehended after undercover
officers posing as minors online
caught them attempting to solicit
sexual activity.Beyond preventing
crime, the Vice and Human
Trafficking Unit offers comprehensive
training to diverse community groups
across Brampton and Mississauga,
including vulnerable international
students, to spread awareness of the
dangers and signs.

Victims are supported by PRP
through collaboration with social

service partners that embed victim
service counsellors directly into the
VICE unit so that officers can lean on
trained professionals to provide
immediate, expert support to address
the complex needs of human
trafficking survivors.

Anyone who suspects any activity of
human trafficking should report it
immediately to the National Human
Trafficking Hotline at 1-833-900-1010.
Information may also be left
anonymously by calling Peel Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477), or
by visiting peelcrimestoppers.ca.

Canada Faces Lawsuit Over alleged Delays iIn
Gaza Visa Program as Families Remain Stranded
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family in Canada, argues that
the system has been inefficient
and lacking transparency,
leaving applicants in dire
conditions. The program,
launched on January 9, 2024,
allowed Canadian citizens and
permanent residents to apply to

.. bring extended family members

Palestinian families are special visa program, which war in Gaza. The lawsuit, filed
suing the Canadian government was meant to provide temporary in the Federal Court of Canada

over ‘significant delays’ in its
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protection for those fleeing the on behalf of 53 Palestinians with

from Gaza. However, despite
applying within the first month,
none of the plaintiffs have
received the unique reference
codes required to submit visa
applications. Toronto-based
lawyer Hana Marku,
representing the families,
described the process as
“emotional torture,” with no clear
explanation for why some
applicants receive codes while
others do not. The delays have

HLr‘ﬂM

left many in Gaza trapped in life-
threatening conditions amid
Israel’s prolonged
bombardment. A shaky
ceasefire is in place, but Gaza
remains devastated, with more
than 48,000 confirmed
Palestinian deaths and
widespread shortages of food,
water, and medical supplies.
Despite the urgent
humanitarian crisis, the
Canadian immigration
department (IRCC) has
processed only 4,873
applications as of January 28,
and only 645 people have arrived
in Canada. The program will
close once 5,000 applications
are in processing or by April 22,
leaving many families uncertain
about their chances.
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Canadian Snowbirds Ditch Florida this Year Amid Tariff Threats

A growing number of canceling their winter trips to

Canadian snowbirds

U.S. President Donald Trump’s
rhetoric toward Canada.
Longtime visitors, who have
traditionally flocked to the
Sunshine State, are now
reconsidering their travel plans,
with some even selling their
properties.

Cobourg, Ont., retiree Bob
Bloomer, who has spent two
decades wintering in Florida,
canceled his annual trip this
year, frustrated by Trump’s
repeated claims that Canada is
taking advantage of the U.S. in
trade agreements. “Basically

are Florida, citing frustration over just frustration listening to Trump

and all his rhetoric,” he said,
opting instead for a vacation in
the Dominican Republic. Florida
businesses that cater to
Canadian travelers are feeling the
impact. Richard Clavet, the
Québécois owner of Richard’s
Motel in Hollywood, Fla., is
baffled by the cancellations.
“This is not Trump’s country, this
is Little Quebec,” he tells uneasy
guests, insisting that local
communities remain welcoming
to Canadians despite political
tensions.Rudy  Buttignol,
president of the Canadian
Association of Retired Persons,

said many retirees are now
reconsidering future visits.
“Anecdotally, more than half the
people I've spoken to are
definitely reconsidering,” he said.
Real estate markets are also
seeing a shift. Fort Lauderdale
agent Alexandra DuPont reports
a surge in Canadian-owned
properties hitting the market,
with nearly 30 of her 35 current
listings belonging to Canadians.
At the same time, she has yet
to receive a single offer from
Canadian buyers—an
unprecedented trend in her 12
years in the industry.

Canadians Brace for Higher Mortgage
Payments as Renewals Loom
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Approximately 85% of these
mortgages were secured when
rates were at historic lows, and
many borrowers now expect a
significant jump in their monthly
payments.The survey found
that more than half of

. homeowners anticipate an

—

With nearly 1.2 million LePage survey reveals growing
Canadian mortgages set for anxiety among homeowners
renewal in 2025, a new Royal facing higher interest rates.
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increase, with 22% predicting
a substantial rise. Alarmingly,
81% say these higher
payments will put financial
strain on their household,
forcing many to cut back on
discretionary spending. “Sixty
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percent of respondents
indicated they will substantially
reduce non-essential expenses
to cope with the impact of
rising mortgage payments,”
said Adil Dinani, a realtor with
Royal LePage. Mortgage expert
Angela Calla advises
homeowners to carefully review
their financial situation before
renewing. “It’s critical that you
don’t sign a mortgage renewal
before evaluating your overall
finances and exploring lenders
who may offer better terms,”

wecmdtiel @iise

she said. As interest rates
begin to decline, more
Canadians are considering
switching to variable-rate
mortgages. However, Calla
emphasized that the best
option depends on individual
financial goals and risk
tolerance. Meanwhile,
economic uncertainty, fueled by
rising tensions between the
U.S. and Canada over trade,
could push the Bank of Canada
to lower rates further to prevent
arecession.
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Liberal Leadership Debate Centers on Trump and Canada's Economic Future

As the Liberal Party of Canada
prepares to select its next leader, the
looming challenge of Donald Trump’s
presidency is set to dominate the
upcoming leadership debates. With
Canada’s economic future at stake,
the four candidates—Mark Carney,
Chrystia Freeland, Karina Gould,
and Frank Baylis—are expected to
focus heavily on how they would
handle Trump’s protectionist
policies, tariffs, and threats to
Canadian sovereignty. Carney vs.
Freeland: Who Can Stand Up to
Trump? The race has largely
become a showdown between
Carney and Freeland, both of
whom claim to be the best-
qualified candidate to handle
Trump: Carney, the former Bank
of Canada and Bank of England
governor, has built his campaign
on economic expertise, touting
his experience in managing the

Younger Canadians Lead in Trusting Al

2008 financial
crisis and
Brexit fallout.
Freeland, a
former finance
minister and

N A FTA
negotiator,
argues that
she has

already taken
on Trump once
and won during
t h e
renegotiation
of the Canada-
U.S.-Mexico
Agreement (CUSMA).
candidates have signaled a hardline
approach to U.S. trade threats,
supporting dollar-for-dollar retaliation
if Trump proceeds with his 25%
tariffs on Canadian goods. Carney’s
Challenge: Proving He’s Ready for

Both

Politics While Carney is the clear
frontrunner, the leadership debates
mark his first real political test. His

entrance into the race has
transformed Liberal polling numbers,
particularly in Quebec, where
support for the Liberals doubled after

Trudeau’s resignation. However,
political analysts say Carney must
prove he can handle direct attacks—
from both Freeland and Conservative

. leader Pierre Poilievre. Freeland

faces her own test: distancing herself
from Trudeau’s unpopular policies
while defending her record as his
second-in-command.

Quebec: The Key Battleground
Monday’s French-language debate is
seen as a crucial moment for Carney,
who is less comfortable in French
than his rivals. Quebec, a traditional
Liberal stronghold, has shifted
toward Poilievre’s Conservatives, and
Carney must convince Francophone
voters that he understands their
concerns.

Liberal Leadership Vote Nears
The English-language debate will
follow on Tuesday, with Liberal
members voting for their next leader
on March 9.

Google Maps Users Qutraged as Canadian
Provincial Parks Mislabeled as “State’ Parks

Generated Information, Poll Finds

A new CanTrust Index survey
reveals that 28% of
Canadians view artificial
intelligence tools like
ChatGPT as reliable sources
of information, with trust
levels significantly higher
among Generation Z.Gen Z’s
Growing Trust in Al
41% of Gen Z
respondents (born
1997-2012) trust Al-
generated content.
54% of Gen Z males
express high
confidence in Al
search results from
OpenAl’'s ChatGPT
and Google’s Gemini.
This trust level is
almost as high as
their trust in
traditional news
websites (49%).
However, experts
caution that Al-
generated content can be
inaccurate, with
hallucinations and
misinformation posing risks.
Florian Martin-Bariteau, a
University of Ottawa tech
expert, warns that many
people don’t fully understand
Al’s limitations. Older
Canadians Remain Skeptical

While younger generations are

more open to Al, older
demographics remain
cautious: Only 14% of

Boomers (born 1946-1964)
trust Al-generated search
results. Trust is slightly higher
among Gen X (27%) and

Al

Millennials (36%). In contrast,
traditional media sources (TV,
newspapers, radio) remain the
most trusted, with 51% of Gen
Z and 60% of Boomers relying
on them. Al's Growing Role
in Key Sectors Despite
skepticism about Al as a
news source, the survey
shows increasing public trust

in Al's role in industries:
Retail: 39% (up from 22% in
2024) Healthcare: 38% (up
from 27%) Travel: 37% (up
from 23%) Finance: 35% (up
from 29%) Trump’s Trade
Threats Unify Canadians

The survey also highlights a
new factor in
government trust:
concerns over
Donald Trump’s
economic
policies.

65% of
Canadians said
they would trust
the federal
government
more if it stood
up to U.S. trade
threats.
Trump’s tariff
proposals and
comments about
Canada’s
sovereignty have
unexpectedly
strengthened national
unity. With Prime
Minister Justin
Trudeau stepping down
and an election looming,
political leaders may see
standing up to Trump as a
way to rebuild public trust.

Google Maps users in
Canada are voicing frustration after
discovering that several provincial
parks have been incorrectly
labeled as “state parks,” sparking
concerns over Canadian identity
and autonomy.

“This alarming revelation has
stirred many who have noticed, as
it is an attack on our Canadian
identity,” wrote user Rachel Deren
in amessage to CTV News. She
and other users have been actively
reporting the errors to Google,
marking them as incorrect
designations and suggesting
edits to restore the proper
category.Among the affected
locations are Mount Robson Park,
Whaleboat Island Marine
Provincial Park, and Pinecone
Burke Provincial Park, according
to screenshots shared by users
and verified by CTV News. Some

users claim that Google has even
removed the “provincial park”
category from the platform
altogether.

CTV News has reached out to
Google for comment but has not
yet received a response.The

controversy comes amid
heightened tensions between
Canada andthe U.S., particularly
after U.S. President Donald
Trump repeatedly referred to
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau as
“Governor Trudeau” and
suggested annexing Canada.
Trump also signed an executive
order on Jan. 20 titled Restoring
Names That Honor American
Greatness, which renamed the
Gulf of Mexico to the Gulf of
America—a change that was
reflected on Google Maps for U.S.
users but led to legal threats from
Mexico.

Ruby Dhalla Disqualified from Liberal Leadership Race Amid Allegations

Former Liberal MP
Ruby Dhalla has been
disqualified from the Liberal
Party leadership race, a
decision announced through an
official party press release.
Dhalla, who strongly refutes the
allegations against her, claims
the party is attempting to
sideline her to pave the way for
former Bank of Canada governor
Mark Carney. The Liberal
Leadership Vote Committee

unanimously ruled on Dhalla’s
disqualification after conducting
what they described as an
“extensive process and review,”
which included interviews,
questionnaires, and
opportunities for Dhalla to
address the committees. The
joint committee, which also
included the Leadership
Expense Committee, cited
Dhalla for “10 violations” related
to National Leadership Rules,

Leadership Vote Rules, and
Leadership Expense Rules.
Allegations against her include
potential breaches of the
Canada Elections Act, election
finance concerns, failure to
disclose material facts, and
inaccurate financial reporting.
Dhalla expressed shock at how
she learned of the decision,
stating she first saw the news
on television rather than being
informed directly by the party.

She criticized the process,
calling it a deliberate effort to
remove her from the race and
stifle her progressive policy
agenda. “l was the only outsider
in this race advocating for the
progressive policies that
Canada needs,” Dhalla said,
suggesting her exclusion was
meant to ensure a smooth path
for Carney’s leadership bid. In
a statement on social media,
Dhalla called the party’s

handling of her disqualification
“disappointing,” particularly
because the decision was
leaked to the media before she
was notified. Despite the
setback, she vowed to continue
advocating for Canadians.
Throughout her campaign,
Dhalla had positioned herself as
a strong negotiator against U.S.
President Donald Trump,
emphasizing her business
background.
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B.C. Earthquake Triggers Urgent Infrastructure Inspect

A 4.7-magnitude earth-
quake struck northeast of
Sechelt on Friday afternoon,
prompting immediate inspec-
tions of bridges, buildings, and
ferry terminals across British

Columbia. Though the tremor &

lasted only 10 seconds, experts
warn it serves as a reminder of
the region’s seismic risks.

Seismic Vulnerability in B.C. |

According to Tony Yang, a struc-
tural engineering professor at the
University of British Columbia,
earthquakes are an unavoidable

reality for the Pacific Northwest. |

While this particular quake was
minor, the province remains
highly vulnerable to more de-
structive tremors due to its lo-
cation on the Pacific Ring of
Fire.Despite B.C.’s adherence
to national earthquake resis-
tance codes, updated every five

years, Yang cautions that these
regulations primarily prevent
building collapses rather than
major structural damage. “If a big-
ger earthquake happens, build-
ings and bridges could still suf-

fer major damage,” he explained.
Swift Safety Inspections
Across the Region Authorities
acted quickly to assess the
impact: Sechelt reported no
immediate damage to its port in-

halted operations at Horseshoe
Bay and Langdale terminals, re-

| suming service only after con-

frastructure, though ongoing in-
spections are planned. Nanaimo
city officials reviewed recreation
centers, water systems, bridges,
and reservoirs, finding no disrup-
tions. B.C. Ferries temporarily

firming structural safety.
Vancouver launched citywide
bridge inspections, with struc-
tural engineers verifying safety
compliance.

Yang emphasized the impor-

tance of these assessments,

stating that unrepaired damage
could escalate the risk of severe
destruction in future

. quakes.Preparedness Re-

mains Key As B.C. continues
seismic upgrades for schools
and other critical infrastruc-
ture, Yang reminds residents
that earthquake risks are an
ongoing concern. “This is not
some distant problem—it's
one we have now,” he warned,
urging continuous vigilance
and preparedness.

Trump Takes Center Stage in Heated Liberal Leadership Debate

Candidates vying to replace Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau as leader
of the Liberal Party of Canada took
the stage Monday for their first
debate, with U.S. President
Donald Trump dominating the
discussion. The French-language
debate featured Mark Carney,
Chrystia Freeland, Karina Gould,
and Frank Baylis, who all
addressed Trump’s threats of
tariffs and U.S. economic
aggression toward Canada.
Trump’s Influence on the Debate
Freeland, the former finance
minister whose resignation in
December triggered Trudeau’s
leadership collapse, warned that
Trump represented “the greatest
threat to Canada since World War
[I.” She cited her experience
negotiating NAFTA's replacement
during Trump’s first term but
cautioned that his second
presidency could be even more
dangerous.“Trump wants to turn
Canada into the 51st state,”

Freeland claimed, linking his
trade threats to his support for
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Carney, the former Bank of
Canada and Bank of England
governor, agreed, arguing that
Trump is now more isolationist
and aggressive than during his
first term. Baylis proposed
forming a new economic bloc
with the UK, Australia, and New
Zealand to reduce reliance on the
U.S. Carney suggested imposing
dollar-for-dollar retaliatory tariffs if
Trump moves forward with a 25%
tax on Canadian goods set to
begin March 4.

Domestic Policy and Climate
Strategy Shifts Beyond Trump,
the candidates debated Canada’s
economy, immigration, crime, and
climate change.

Notably, both Freeland and
Carney distanced themselves
from Trudeau’s controversial
carbon tax, a move reflecting
growing opposition among voters.

Gould positioned herself as the
candidate for the future, focusing
on making life more affordable for
Canadians, while all four
candidates agreed that Canada
must continue supporting
Ukraine—even as U.S. foreign
policy shifts.

Liberal Leadership Race and
National Election Outlook The
debate also saw candidates take
shots at Conservative leader Pierre
Poilievre, arguing he is unfit to
stand up to Trump. Poilievre,
currently leading in national polls,
has focused his attacks on
Carney, portraying him as a
continuation of Trudeau’s
leadership. The next English-
language debate is set for
Tuesday, with Liberal Party
members voting for their next
leader on March 9. The winner will
become Canada’s next prime
minister until the next federal
election, scheduled for October 20
at the latest.

70% of Canadians Back
Retaliatory Tariffs
Against U.S. as Trade

A new Leger poll reveals that 70%
of Canadians support imposing retaliatory
tariffs on the United States in response to
President Donald Trump’s aggressive trade
policies. Of those surveyed, 45% said they
strongly support dollar-for-dollar tariffs, while
25% expressed moderate support. Trump
has pledged to implement a series of steep
tariffs on imports, including a 25% duty on
all steel and aluminum starting March 12.
Earlier this month, he temporarily paused
plans for a broader 25% tariff on Canadian
goods, excluding energy products, which
would still face a 10% levy. Meanwhile, his
repeated remarks about annexing Canada

through “economic force” have fueled
growing concerns among Canadians, with
81% of respondents worried that Trump
could use trade sanctions to push for a
closer union between the two nations. The
poll also highlights a significant shift in
consumer behavior. Nearly two-thirds of
Canadians (63%) say they are reducing
purchases of American-made products in
stores, while 62% are cutting back on online
purchases. More than half (52%) have
decreased their spending on Amazon, and
50% are avoiding American fast-food chains.
Additionally, 30% of Canadians who had
planned trips to the U.S. have canceled their

Tensions Ef_galagg

travel plans in protest. Despite the growing
boycott of American goods and services,
only 19% of respondents who subscribe
to U.S. streaming platforms have
canceled their subscriptions. However,
68% of Canadians say they are making
a conscious effort to buy more
Canadian-made products. Sébastien
Dallaire, executive vice-president for
Eastern Canada at Leger, said the poll
underscores the depth of Canadian
frustration. “It speaks to the level of
anger on the part of Canadians that they
are willing to take actions that, in the end,
might hurt their own pocketbooks,” he

said, noting that retaliatory tariffs could drive
up prices. Dallaire added that the survey
results indicate a growing movement
among Canadians to shift their spending
habits and support local industries.
“They’re not happy, and they’re finding
alternative ways to spend their money,
moving away from American products
and brands.” The poll, conducted
between Feb. 14 and Feb. 17, surveyed
1,500 Canadians. While online surveys
cannot be assigned a margin of error, the
results suggest a widespread and
intensifying backlash against Trump’s trade
policies.
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City of Brampton takes strong, strategic
action in response to U.S. Tariff Threats

City of Brampton is
taking firm and decisive action
to protect the local economy and
jobs following the United States’
proposed tariffs on Canadian
goods. At its meeting today,
Brampton City Council passed
a motion calling for strong,
reciprocal measures and the
creation of the Mayor’s Tariff Task
Force to support ongoing efforts
and plans to build and strengthen
market opportunities outside the
USA.

“Today’s motion demonstrates
that Brampton is taking strong
and strategic action in
response to the threat of US
tariffs. As we work to diversify
our trade relationships and
reduce reliance on U.S.
markets, we’re committed to
ensuring our businesses have
the support they need to thrive
globally. We call on both the
federal and provincial
governments to act swiftly to
protect Canadian workers and
businesses. Together, we will
continue to foster resilient,
sustainable economic growth
for Brampton and Canada.”

— Rowena Santos, Regional
Councillor, Wards 1 & 5; Chair,
Co-Chair, Economic
Development, City of Brampton
Advocating for reciprocal tariffs
Brampton stands with Canada in
supporting reciprocal tariffs to

counter the proposed u.sS.
measures. With a proposed
blanket tax of 25% on most
Canadian goods and the threat
of additional tariffs on select
goods and services, some items
may be subjected to tariffs of
50% or greater. The City of
Brampton is calling on the
federal and provincial
governments to act swiftly on
national reciprocal action and
provincial supports to
safeguard Canadian
businesses and workers.
Introducing the Mayor’s
Tariff Task Force

To support local businesses,
Council approved the creation
of the Mayor’s Tariff Task
Force, which will focus on:
City-to-city engagement:

r d
Strengthening relationships

with US municipalities and
businesses that share a vested
interest in a fair, stable trade
relationship.

Business outreach: Working
directly with US companies
operating in Brampton and
identifying new opportunities
for local businesses.
Diversifying trade
relationships: Reducing
reliance on US markets by
strengthening global
partnerships and establishing
interprovincial trade
relationships.Advocating for
federal support

The City of Brampton is urging
the federal government to
provide emergency financial
assistance to help Canadian

businesses offset shipping
costs and access to new
markets. A temporary relief
package would allow local
businesses to remain
competitive and resilient in the
face of new trade barriers.

Brampton is home to thriving
industries that contribute
significantly to Canada’s
economy. As the city
continues to grow, its
businesses must have the
support and resources
needed to compete on the
global stage.The City of
Brampton remains committed
to working with all levels of
government, businesses, and
trade partners to promote fair,
balanced, and sustainable
economic growth. Additional

Quotes
“With looming tariff threats
on Canadian goods,

Brampton is taking firm
action to protect local
businesses and our
economy. We stand with our
provincial partners and
federal government in calling
for reciprocal measures and
are committed to keeping our
industries competitive. Through
the Mayor’s Tariff Task Force,
we will engage directly with
U.S. stakeholders, advocate for
fair trade policies and
collaborate with all levels of
government to keep Brampton’s
economy strong.”

— Patrick Brown, Mayor, City
of Brampton

“These tariffs pose a threat to
Brampton’s advanced
manufacturing sector, supply
chain and overall economic
stability. We are taking
proactive steps to equip
businesses with the resources
and support needed to navigate
these challenges. By working
closely with federal and
provincial partners, we will push
for measures that protect local
jobs and keep our economy
moving forward.”

— Gurpartap Singh Toor, Regional
Councillor, Wards 9 & 10; Chair,
Economic Development, City of
Brampton

Wrong-Way Driver Crashes into Gardiner Expressway Construction Site, Flips into Hole

Toronto police are investigating
after a driver traveling the wrong way on
the Gardiner Expressway crashed into a
construction site, plunging into a hole and
flipping upside down. The incident
occurred around 5:40 p.m. Tuesday
between Dufferin Street and Strachan
Avenue. Police initially received reports
of a hazard when a grey Honda was
spotted heading westbound on the
eastbound lanes. Officers rushed to the
scene, warning drivers to exercise
extreme caution. According to Duty
Inspector Brian Maslowski, the vehicle
smashed through a construction gate and

went through a large opening on the
raised section of the expressway before
falling into a deep hole and landing on its
roof. Despite the severity of the crash, no
injuries were reported. A man in his 30s
was arrested for impaired driving.
Maslowski described the drop as
“incredible,” emphasizing that the driver
was “very fortunate” to escape unharmed.
Authorities are investigating how the
driver accessed the expressway and are
reviewing his behavior leading up to the
crash. Police are urging anyone with
information or dashcam footage from the
area to come forward.

Canada Welghs Sending Troops to
Ukraine Under Potential Peace Deal, Says

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau has left the door open
for deploying Canadian troops to
Ukraine as part of a potential
ceasefire agreement, signaling
Ottawa’s continued commitment
to supporting Kyiv against
Russian aggression. Speaking
alongside European leaders in
Kyiv on the third anniversary of
Russia’s full-scale invasion,
Trudeau stated that “everything is
on the table” when asked about
the possibility of Canadian
soldiers being stationed in
Ukraine. While emphasizing that
securing a lasting ceasefire
remains the immediate priority,
Trudeau acknowledged that any
military deployment would be a

serious decision.

“When we establish the way
we’re going to keep a lasting
peace ... Canada will be involved,
but we’re not at that position yet,”
he said. Foreign Affairs Minister
Mélanie Joly previously hinted at
Canada’s willingness to increase
its role in Ukraine’s defense,
following similar commitments
from the U.K. The summit in Kyiv
took place amid growing
frustration over U.S.-Russia
negotiations that have excluded
Ukraine. While Canada and
European nations continue to
support Ukraine’s sovereignty,
the Biden administration’s recent
diplomatic overtures to Moscow
have drawn criticism. Trudeau

reiterated that Canada remains
aligned with Ukraine, asserting
that Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s actions threaten global
stability.

As part of Canada’s renewed
commitment, Trudeau announced
Ottawa would follow through on a
$5 billion aid package using
revenues from frozen Russian
assets. Canada is also
contributing additional military
aid, including 25 light armored
vehicles, two armored combat-
support vehicles, and F-16 flight
simulators. These contributions
are part of a broader $50 billion
commitment from G7 nations,
aimed at sustaining Ukraine’s
defense efforts. Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
expressed gratitude for Canada’s
ongoing support, particularly in
military training and advanced
optical technology for drone
warfare. While European leaders
pushed for stronger sanctions
against Russia, there was a clear
divide in approach, with some
questioning whether
peacekeeping forces or active
military enforcement would be
necessary to maintain stability
post-war. Meanwhile, the shifting
stance of the U.S. under Donald
Trump has cast uncertainty over
the future of NATO’s involvement
in Ukraine. Trump’s defense
secretary, Pete Hegseth, has
ruled out Ukraine’s NATO

membership and rejected the
idea of restoring Ukraine to its
2014 borders. Some European
leaders openly criticized Trump’s
position, reaffirming that Russia
remains solely responsible for the
war. Trudeau, in what may be his
final visit to Ukraine as prime
minister, underscored the
urgency of defending Ukraine’s
sovereignty.

“We can’t wait. The moment to
stop this war of aggression, the
moment to defend democracy,
the moment to stand for our
shared values — is now,” he
declared, reinforcing Canada’s
unwavering support for Kyiv in the
face of ongoing Russian
aggression.
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Five Key Takeaways from Canada’s
Liberal Leadership Debates

As the race to replace Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau heats up, four
candidates—Mark Carney, Chrystia
Freeland, Karina Gould, and Frank
Baylis—have made their case to lead the
Liberal Party. With a leadership vote set
for March 9, the winner will not only
become Canada’s next prime minister
but also lead the Liberals into the
upcoming federal election.

The debates, held in both English and
French, focused on pressing issues,
including how Canada should respond to
U.S. President Donald Trump’s
economic threats and the broader
challenges facing the country. Here are
the five major takeaways:

1. The Trump Factor and Canada’s
U.S. Strategy

With Trump threatening steep tariffs on
Canadian exports and even suggesting
annexation, the candidates took firm
positions on how Canada should
respond. Freeland, who negotiated with
Trump’s administration in the past,
emphasized her experience in dealing
with him and his tariffs. Carney warned

that Trump’s approach is more
aggressive now than in his first term,
saying, “In the past, he wanted our
markets. Now he wants our country.”
Gould advocated for reducing economic
reliance on the U.S. and diversifying trade
relationships. Baylis called for closer
economic ties with allies like the UK,
Australia, and New Zealand to
counterbalance U.S. influence.

2. Economic Concerns and the Cost
of Living

With Canadians struggling with high
living costs, economic policies were front
and center. Carney pledged to balance
the budget within three years while
maintaining Liberal programs like
affordable childcare. Freeland defended
her record as finance minister, arguing
that Canada’s economy remains strong.
Baylis pushed for boosting productivity
and innovation.

Gould dismissed balancing the budget
in three years as unrealistic, arguing
instead for modernizing social safety
nets.

3. The Fight Against Conservative

Leader Pierre Poilievre

Although competing against each other,
the Liberal candidates were united in
their opposition to Conservative leader
Pierre Poilievre, who currently leads in
the polls. Gould called Poilievre “our little
version of Trump.” Freeland accused him
of trying to “imitate” Trump. Carney
labeled Poilievre “irresponsible” and
warned of the dangers of a Conservative-
led government. Recent polling suggests
Poilievre’s lead has narrowed since
Trudeau’s resignation, making the Liberal
leadership race even more critical for the
party’s future.

4. Canada’s Role in NATO and
Support for Ukraine

With uncertainty over U.S. support for
NATO under Trump, the candidates
emphasized their commitment to
Ukraine and military spending.Freeland
pushed for Canada to meet its NATO
commitment of spending 2% of GDP on
defense by 2027, focusing on next-
generation warfare. Carney and Baylis
proposed a slower timeline, aiming for
2030. Freeland and Carney stressed that

Canadian defense investments should
benefit Canadian industry rather than
relying on the U.S.

5. The Future of the Carbon Tax
The Trudeau government’s consumer
carbon tax has been widely unpopular,
and the candidates took different stances
on its future. Carney, a long-time
supporter of carbon pricing, said he would
shift the tax burden from consumers to
large polluters while investing in clean
energy.

Freeland acknowledged the policy’s
unpopularity and vowed to scrap it,
arguing that “democracy is about
listening to people.” Gould and Baylis
opposed eliminating the tax completely,
maintaining that fighting climate change
requires financial commitment. With the
leadership vote approaching, the race
is shaping up as a contest between
Carney and Freeland, both seen as
frontrunners. Meanwhile, the Liberal
Party faces a tough battle against a
resurgent Conservative opposition,
making the outcome of this leadership
race crucial for Canada’s political future.

Ontario Beer Prices Set to Rise as LCBO Hikes Fees

Ontario’s liquor agency is
set to increase the fees it charges
brewers, a move that will impact
beer prices across retailers, bars,
and restaurants. The Liquor
Control Board of Ontario (LCBO)
announced a 4.4% hike in its “cost
of service” fee, affecting both
domestic and imported beer sold
throughout the province. The fee
increase, scheduled to take effect
on April 1, will raise the levy on
beer sold at retail outlets—
including The Beer Store,
supermarkets, and convenience
stores—from 74.11 cents per litre

per case. While retailers are not by 4.4%. The timing of the
obligated to pass onthe increase LCBO’s announcement has
to consumers, absorbing the sparked controversy, as it came

positioned his proposal as a
financial break for consumers,
dismissing claims that minimum
prices help curb excessive alcohol
consumption. Meanwhile,
Ontario’s craft beer industry has
criticized the LCBO’s move,
arguing that it will lead to higher
prices for consumers at a time

- when local businesses are

already facing challenges from
U.S. tariffs.Scott Simmons,
president of Ontario Craft
Brewers, condemned the fee
increase, calling it a step in the

backlash, a spokesperson for the
Ontario PC Party stated that if re-
elected, Ford’s government would
not proceed with the increase.
However, the PC platform,
released just days before the
election, already faces scrutiny for
its costly alcohol policies.

The early expansion of alcohol
sales to convenience stores is
projected to cost taxpayers over
$600 million, according to the
province’s Financial
Accountability Office. With the
election just days away, the debate

wrong direction.

over beer pricing and alcohol

to 77.37 cents per litre.

additional cost would cut into their just hours after Ontario PC Leader

This translates to an additional

He urged all political parties to
commit to reversing the hike and

policy continues to be a key
issue, with affordability and

profit margins.

Doug Ford promised to eliminate

37 cents on a 24-pack of 473 ml
cans, bringing the total fee to $8.78

| tariffs, Trump trade adviser Peter Navarro has

The fee for beer distributedtobars the province’s mandatory

and restaurants is also set to rise  minimum pricing for alcohol. Ford
_______________________________ S

Navarro Dismisses Claims U.S.  —
Wants Canada Out of Five Eyes
,Amid Growing Tegsions )

Wis

among key allies. Canadian officials have I
declined to comment directly on the report, but
Industry Minister Francois-Philippe Champagne |
defended Canada’s role in the alliance, calling |
it “essential” to North American and global |
security. Former national security adviser |
Vincent Rigby expressed skepticism over |
Navarro’s denial, noting that intelligence-sharing
had been subtly used as leverage during Trump’s
first term. This latest controversy comes as |
Trump moves forward with a 25% tariff on
Canadian imports set to take effect on March I
4, with additional steel and aluminum tariffs
scheduled for March 12.

As U.S.-Canada relations grow
increasingly strained over trade disputes and

denied reports that he is advocating for
Canada’s removal from the Five Eyes
intelligence alliance. “That was just crazy stuff.
We would never, ever jeopardize our national
security with allies like Canada,” Navarro told
reporters in Washington, D.C. His comments
follow a Financial Times report alleging that
Navarro is pressuring for Canada’s exclusion
as a strategic move. The Five Eyes alliance,
which includes the U.S., U.K., Australia, and
New Zealand, facilitates intelligence-sharing

lowering taxes on Ontario-owned
craft breweries. Following the

government spending at the
center of public concern.

RCMP Rescues Five, Arrests Two in Border
Search Operation Near Quebec

A search and rescue
operation near the Canada-U.S.
border in Quebec resulted in the
arrest of two individuals and the
rescue of five people suffering
from hypothermia, the RCMP
confirmed. The operation, which
lasted approximately eight
hours and involved 20 officers,
took place near Hinchinbrooke
in the Montérégie region.
Authorities say the individuals
had crossed illegally from the
U.S. into Canada and were
unable to continue their journey
due to extreme cold. Adriver and

an alleged smuggler were taken
into custody. The RCMP stated
that the smuggler was released
on a promise to appear in court,
while the driver remains in the
custody of the Canada Border
Services Agency. The operation
was initiated following a tip from
U.S. Border Patrol. A Black
Hawk helicopter, recently
deployed to enhance border
security efforts, was used in the
search. Its deployment comes
amid heightened border
enforcement measures, drivenin
part by U.S.
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How Canada and India Can Rebuild
Their Relationship for a Stronger Future

The Evolution of India-Canada
Educational Ties

Education has long been a bridge
between the two nations, with
Indian students making up 56%
of allinternational enrolments in
Canadain 2022-23. However, the
Canadian government’'s 2024
immigration policy changes,
aimed at slowing population
growth, have significantly
reduced student visas, affecting
thousands of Indian students.
While Canada seeks to balance
immigration with economic
stability, Indian students now
face housing shortages, financial
pressures, and rising tuition
costs. Addressing these
challenges through scholarships,
enhanced student support, and
institutional cooperation could

help sustain this critical
relationship.
Challenges for Indian

Students in Canada

A large proportion of Indian
students, particularly from
Punjab, use Canada’s education
system as a pathway to
immigration. However, many face

subpar educational institutions,
high costs of living, and
workplace exploitation. Arecent
Thompson Rivers University
(TRU) survey revealed that 55%
of international students struggle

with housing, citing
discrimination and affordability
issues. These concerns highlight
the need for better housing
policies, financial assistance,

and cultural integration programs
to ensure a supportive
environment for students.
Trade and Technology: A New
Frontier for Collaboration
Beyond education, India-Canada
trade and technological
partnerships hold immense
potential. Canada’s expertise in
cybersecurity, Al, and aerospace
presents opportunities for co-

development and joint ventures.
Strengthening economic ties
through a formal trade
agreement, such as the long-
delayed Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) negotiations,
could unlock new trade and
investment avenues.

Addressing Political Tensions
to Strengthen Bilateral

Relations

Despite strong historical ties,
political tensions over Sikh
separatism and diplomatic
incidents have complicated India-
Canada relations. Canada is
home to the largest Sikh
diaspora outside India, and
political differences have created
diplomatic rifts. However, both
nations must prioritize mutual
trust and respect, focusing on
shared economic and
technological advancements
rather than political divides.

A Path Forward for a Stronger
Partnership

India and Canada are natural

. partners, bound by a large

diaspora, cultural exchanges,
and strategic economic interests.
Strengthening trade, education,
and security collaborations will
benefit both nations. Tagore once
envisioned Canada as a beacon
of shared prosperity and human
progress—a vision that remains
relevanttoday. It is time to reignite
that spirit and build a resilient,
forward-looking partnership for
the future.
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