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Canada

i Joyeuxiestival

DE LA PART DE VOS DEPUTES

Que la Féte des Lumieres vous |
apporte joie et bonheur.

Happy
Lohri Festival!

FROM YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL MPs

May the Festival of Lights bring
you joy and happiness.

TAES HON. JUSTIN TRUDEAU " ANJU DHILLON FAYCAL EL-KHOURY w ow. STEVEN GUILBEAULT

DEPUTE / MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTE/MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTE / MP
Papineau Dorval - Lachine —LaSalle Laval - Les lles Notre-Dame-de-Grace-Westmount  Laurier — Sainte-Marie

Justin Trudeau.c1c@parl gc.ca Anju.Dhillon@parl.ge.ca Faycal El-Khoury@parl.gc.ca Anna.Gainey@parl.gc.ca Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca
(514) 277-6020 (514) 639-4497 (450) 689-4594 (514) 481-1897 (514) 522-1339
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ANTHONY HOUSEFATHER HON. KLJLHIE JOLY EMMANUELLA LAMBROPOULOS MEIM{UF_M HEUES SAHEH LUBERI

DEPUTE / MP DEPUTEE/ MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTE / MP
Mont-Royal / Mount Royal Ahuntsic-Cartierville Saint-Laurent Brossard — Saint-Lambert Pierrefonds — Dollard

Anthony. Housefather@parl.gc.ca Melanie. Joly@parl.gc.ca Emmanuella Lambropoulos@partgeca  Alexandra.Mendes@parl.gc.ca  Sameer.Zuberi@parl.gc.ca
(514) 283-0171 (514) 383-3709 (514) 335-6655 (450) 466-6872 (514) 624-5725
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—_ CLASS 1 DRIVERS

NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-
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ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience

at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-

roll), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid
for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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Publishers Note

Desi Times and people associated with it are not responsible for
any claims made by the advertisers or endorse any of their products
or service advertised within. The views expressed in the Desi Times
don not necessarily reflect the views of the publisher and editor. Desi
Times is in the business of selling space but does not test or confirm
the legilmacy of the claim made in the paper. Desi Times dones promote
a healthy forum for discussion of a myriad of views in peaceful civilized
manner while trying to dissuade any form of discrimination and abuse.

Contribution to the growth of the paper is most appreciated and
sponsors and advertisers are trained for their support. We would like
to thanks all the well wishers and supporters of Desi Times for making
this endeavor possible. Let us be proud of our roots, humble in our
temperament and rigorous in our efforts to attain greatness in our
achievements
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Ameliorez votre beautée

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair: Styling

mmmm

83+ eIt B3uet % SHW® HA™E

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment
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More services soon
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* Commercial Realty Services

* Residential Realty Services
* Homeowner Related Services

Bring your relatlves to
Canada through a
student visa. Permanent
Residence in 2 years
upon completion

of diploma

studies.

Residential Real Estate Broker =
JHISHS Ii® nAcE 8999 | oA
Hindi, Punjabi, English, French

Free consultation .
Free market evaluation .

Mortgage anangements canalso bemade ~ /~
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%

dO3T T AT e e w3 dadmia . wid
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fd<t, Urrett, g, @99
Ph : (514)663 4883

Call Email: komal.arora@century21.ca
oH® MJIJT Komal Arora
foed Realtor




12 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #509 FRIDAY, 10 JANUARY, 2025

féead e 8°3 niazi & dici 3 a1Iaw’

mfhaaaﬁﬁ%a“.haaaaaﬁ

9IS MMt ARG
Wizt fesemning #3fa@ 2 &t
ﬁ@?ﬁwﬁm»ﬂ?\w%m
gfor fez ot JIfer e dAesT 3
foer ItecsB yg= g J <t
B {933 I8 I | 937 5= 1 —mHdlat
MEBEE-TIIS & IH ST T
foresma at3r farnr| Bt uf e
HE Ut IAET, AaTf63 MUd™™@ W3
I%TIATT 991 feBANH IS | W38
& MU MU § HAWS 3T '3
gafe=grdt enfon fagr mfaar
JET HAST 541 fa IAT AZT & &=
I3 fasatHfen ss el aat T
Fa< |” fed 36 AsT AT fq agaHT
& Mawrets fensfenmit yfrat
e d1St 188 €t 39 maar Bat
MEBTES Mg3t Y3t HS fegrar er
YIeTT JIT IS | UT B YT IIgNS
I& |38 i st € @ragy
o fowr 0, fAgt & »a3t § Haet
HIES st 3 I&™ feur T yfiat
T gt fead feaea Tt
n3feQ meaT= B 56T E 1.27

rrr .

gz Tgehprfamr f g ®/
feg m3fa€ & mdgs d9a =&
EELCEIR: Rk

3ASS =941 § YIfes a9aT
nmﬁ@g@ﬁrawfemmaﬁ
T IHT I I It I AAEt I UT
Garefegg § o=t Uit =& w3
Afew™ I Harfomr AT J |

wfrad fegra fagt € ygr= & Wi,
frfemat 3 W Ht mifudrs aagst &
IEEELIEMR]

STaETEl U MI THAS SITHT
BT & HHEHT 9% AIfer IF16
Ygre fe s meat § efmrm, “Hé&
fego 993 f93rsa &1 faor I fa
HU3 A9 <6 fen famy € fages
T AT I IS

€T T 99 ITAT AI=Ye # few
TIAEE s fa dA=Ts Uan ufastmt
Ulghit € Hae® =Ud fasAser
IS f3g A II I (¢
S Hish °3 uriet
agsfmaﬂwr'rﬁm)-ﬂsﬂwmeﬂ??s
fe'gt fa €v sea3 99 I nast y3t

WBH%‘E:TSETUWHH?UB'I

fasr =4 ‘aafam?r femetfebns ©
Hahra &8 w3 faae ‘erea s
W<t Wigt @ voe fwew fag a9

W, ferernmgat IIyg=arl 3

ot Bya fagas dlermise gs fa e
Sryf gt 8o Ams Highir uBeeant
T wiwdifged (Hal) & fonrs e
YT A3 Ygg e fAer & I Aaet
g, fagt wfoei 3 €t € 516
YIHI JEAS |

HU3 HTaT ARS HIgTHT auahut
fas fq gfeQy, enga, ferearH
w3 fETeTS AN et s Mg
FustHt & BT I urdet sar fest

JI

ga &9 Aagst et a3t e
m@wymmml
nfomuat & <5 foreat wfd
fefemmagt g T #»3fa€ < fegrar

a'z gat=afmet feg aurfaa
fefarms € Uerg edd gaet afde
5, “M3feG g g3 B I8 1Ug
A3 mie fe'g fegt €t Hgeatt §
fo§1”

@Ummﬁn{hﬁﬁ“ﬁ%x

feat =& Gat &f fegraurar § 5ea3
4t I wifag S farar |

e & efe ‘3 fev afos wet Ut
Faret aret /i fa ezt & frasrt ine
et “af et gast Iratet 3¢ |
I¥ AHT gmE BT er a8 s
aq fegrfamr 3|

dtew afde o fa w3fd€ & 5g3
IS &57% feg AHS famT
MasEs fast fung g9s =%
#gdt 95, GaT It seas Ags T B =
foH 5 | 5893 TI6 B YA &
fygegs Ifere BBt aae I5|
€7 afdie g5,“ug TInat W3
TEnad fe g fea gaa ger 71857
T AH et 9ye 7% 993 Bat faT
g3 @5t & frgef fonr S AHgE as (¢
dtew & fagr, “H§ fa3T @57
TTENMIH Ot T 1 WA g w3fal
o feggt '3 I o9 T IS IMfAT

uuuuuu

SITATHAET |
niestystHarye

2T 3 ye &y fegrat evnirean
feurfen 3 57 Tt @aF € e &nan
STt mreHES |

fer 3gT mrasTEls gshit Er fea
o I=Tg g fardT 3 wizfa@ mfag

a FElgT S E3ufoz aee s M|

nasels aHgfaeya fes
f&arere @ wfons 95 T8
U3 M3 BYd AePHT AfHE J1%d
3 fedms redt & fe3 fe'q feeafeg
feg faur fo féarer sraargasT o9
AH Gt ATST 99s =T G fea s
HYH &t 7 | AR Hist '3 mifad
IS FIHI T |

St fagr “nrt Aree of fa dfes
~19 HIHTST 3 ge Wia 3T § sl
fey@= =t 3 Jo-mfas A arat
MEHTES <7 Jret T, ud feg Ag
feegde € pgmr3t fest fegat g

J faprm At (¢

a3t uf '8 Yyud SATTST BT HaT
TIIHSt it AEE gt
fesemning Wafa€ ee & st
zrfamsﬂ'o'aﬁ?f'dmrr

Seuf mre wraTEs Hagtuf 75T
WS YS9 996 o fesA™ I

S5 An® vzt '3 nigst & gt
I IHAd fey@= & afag 13t
AT 39 '3 Aagd 39 85T =8
d13 AT Y99 € dA=s 3 fanat
’Euzwwezj'&ef?ammzm
T fefammatnt e afger I fa
@Tﬂ@'@'f??ﬂ'g_c’ﬁgﬁﬁw@ﬂ'
3 feg mifag &9 dAsT §
YIfe3 q96 B IT IS
Hﬁ-raa'm?sfswr “Aret I3
3¢ <IIT 9UI A9 femaat o |
ug, nifrar fa€* 9 ? de wat=afet
T AHTH ATHST © MHTeR YeHd g9 o
gJst & sttt & Sffr fa nissmets
ATHIET |
“MSBTEE MEI< BT T HEHE S
A et s B IF 3T S TS T IS |
TJ9T IJ IJ IT, AR Mzt ufast
Irgedr

“mfag 993 79 fegrg mesEs
et &9 nust A9 =T 99
I f

Ueng g3t & raer J fa mfag
ﬁwwe‘fwwme‘fﬁfﬁ
3 Bgt Syt gAdt Afeas A
dr gy fes faasa a5 |

HI9 Woe 76 o feg Sat et mus
27 fors fuge M3 a3 ofns
95 TR ATaBTEs Ut Jet I

Life is a Story.Tell it Well

iedt feq awet d, 9t 39 &% oY

Proud to Provide the Community with
grief support and healing experiences

Ral 39 H® § P’ S2RE &t it

30Tt T9 3 HEE a9 O

Maison funéeraire Rideau Funeral Home
-des-Ormeaux (Qc) HIB 2A6

4275
514-685-3344 « www.rideaumemorial.com

‘boul.de




13 DESI TIMES WEEKLY VOLUME 7 ISSUE #509 FRIDAY, 10 JANUARY, 2025

93T iy YAt Aeg
AbdUullRehmamn
914-638-2222'514-629-0000

Authorized Dealer of Rogers and Fido

GET ANY PHONE FOR

$ Down Abdul Rehman

Get unlimited internet for very less price  ZA\UT{NEAEE] ClEREr GFF
6700 Ch de la cote des neiges k-27 H382B3  [Re@ErS (fice ancl chalr




14 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #509 FRIDAY, 10 JANUARY, 2025

Milel, Trump, Erdogan: The Three Radicals Of 2024

An oracle in the ancient king-
dom of Phrygia once foretold that
its future king would ride into town
on a bullock cart. A few days
later, the people of the realm
anointed the peasant Gordius,
who drove an ox-cart as the
Phrygian king. Gordius fastened
his lucky cart to a pole in the
temple to Zeus in a knot that be-
came famous as the Gordian
knot. The oracle also prophesied
that the one who could untie it
would go on to conquer Asia.
Many tried but the cart remained
tied to the pole.

In the year 333 BC, a young
Macedonian prince named
Alexander came across the knot.
When he heard the legend, the
precocious 17-year-old simply
drew his sword and cut the knot.
Proving the prophecy, he wenton
to win Asia.

In the year 2024, leaders, as
maverick as Alexander, sliced
many Gordian knots with cleav-
ing rhetoric and radical ideas that
were often dismissed as crazy.

Javier, The Chainsaw Man

Exactly one year ago, Javier
Milei, who belongs to the Libertad
Avanza, beat Peronist leader
Sergio Massa by a mile to be-
come Argentina's President. A
self-described anarcho-capitalist,
Milei famously campaigned dur-
ing the election with a chainsaw,
showing off his intent to slash
and burn entrenched thought and
established institutions, including
the country's central bank. He de-
clared that Argentina needed
shock therapy and there was no
room for gradualism. Milei took
the axe to half the ministries and
fired thousands of government
employees. The libertarian politi-

cian, who swears by freedom of
doing business, sawed off large
chunks of public spending on in-
frastructure, education,
healthcare and social develop-

ment services. No long-term gain
without short-term pain, he ar-
gued. The single-point focus on
public finances helped improve
the federal balance sheet.

Argentina was in a recession
when Milei took over. It emerged
from that in the July-September
quarter. Month-on-month inflation
is sharply down from 25% to
2.5% even though annual inflation
is still at 193% albeit lower than
211% a year ago. The US dollar
now exchanges for nearly the
same amount of pesos in the for-
mal and informal market and the
country's forex reserves swelled
by $11 billion during the year.
Other reforms and small fixes
seem to be working too.

Itis too early to declare Milei's
shock therapy a success just
because federal finances have
improved. Unemployment has
risen and with subsidies gone,
cost of living has increased. So

has poverty. Milei claims that the
rise in unemployment and pov-
erty levels is because it is cor-
rectly reported now unlike earlier
when, he alleges, the real levels

were hidden. He doesn't have
much time. Argentinians should
feel the economic pain easing be-
fore the Overton Window shuts.
Captain America

Milei is at the vanguard of
mould-breaking leaders now ac-
tive on the world stage. The most
powerful of them is unquestion-
ably Donald Trump, whose sheer
audacity trumps his predeces-
sors' promises of hope. In an as-
tonishing rebound of political for-
tune, Trump, whose career
seemed to be over in 2020 when
he was ejected from office
branded as an insurrectionist,
trounced the lacklustre Demo-
cratic Party candidate Kamala
Harris to reclaim the White
House after a gap of four
years. His comeback is so
decisive that the hub of activ-
ity has already shifted from
Washington to Florida as world
leaders and business tycoons

drop by to dine on fast food.
That business barons are al-
ready prostrating before king
Trump at his Palm Beach re-
sort-residence Mar-a-Lago is a

sign of the enormous power he
has accumulated by winning
the election on hard positions,
over-the-top plans and
scattershot threats.
SoftBank's Masayoshi Son
has pledged to invest $100 bil-
lion in the US over the next four
years. Singapore's ultra-cau-
tious sovereign fund GIC is
ramping up its US exposure.
Congratulating Trump on his
election win, even Indian bil-
lionaire Gautam Adani prom-
ised to invest $10 billion in that
country's energy and infra-
structure sectors. Like his
friend and admirer Milei, Trump
has vowed to take the axe to
government spending and slam
rivals with earth-shattering
trade tariffs while letting Ameri-
can businesses have a free run.
Trump's promise to radically
break away from America's long-
practised foreign policy is al-

ready forcing adjustments all
over the world. His solution is
simple: others' problems are not
America's unless it's good for
business. A non-interventionist
US can lower the temperature in
many conflict-ridden parts of the
world. NATO members in Europe
are mulling raising targeted de-
fence spending to 3% of GDP
from the currently mandated 2%
of GDP. Israel, until now averse
to a truce with Hamas, is said
to be ready to make a deal.
Some reports say that even
Saudi Arabia might be involved
in rebuilding Gaza in what has
hints of a near-two-state solution.

The joker in the Trump pack,
however, is Elon Musk, the bil-
lionaire designated to head a
department of efficiency whose
job would be to reprise what
Milei—a Musk fanboy—did in
Argentina.

Meanwhile, Phrygia...er,

Turkey

On the cusp of Asia and Eu-
rope, where ancient Phrygia once
existed, Turkey's President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan appears
to have hacked a knotty problem
in his backyard. In a mere 11
days, an Idlib-based rebel militia
led by a former Islamic State and
Al Qaeda commander, Ahmed
al-Shaara, known earlier by his
nom de guerre, Abu Mohammad
al-Jolani, successfully evicted
Bashar al-Assad, the dynastic
occupant of Damascus for 24
years. Reports suggest that
the Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS), which is designated a
terrorist organisation by several
countries, including the US and
Turkey, has the tacit support of
the latter.

Americans in Canada React to Trump’s Annexation Threats and Tariff Plans

Incoming U.S. President Donald Trump
has stirred controversy in Canada with
recent threats to impose heavy tariffs on
Canadian goods and musings about
annexing Canada as the “51st state.”
While these comments have sparked
anger and concern among Canadians,
reactions from Americans living in Canada
have been mixed, largely influenced by
their political affiliations.

Divided Reactions from Americans in
Canada

Jacob Wesoky, vice-chair of Democrats
Abroad Canada and a political science
student at McGill University, expressed
deep disappointment with Trump’s
approach to Canada, a nation he
described as America’s “closest ally.”
Wesoky, who voted for Trump’s rival
Kamala Harris, said the rhetoric damages
the trust and respect that underpin U.S.-
Canadarelations.

“This rhetoric that really goes against this
relationship ... is not only dangerous but
detrimental to the U.S. economy,”
Wesoky said, pointing out that Trump’s
proposed tariffs would hurt American
consumers and businesses as much as
Canada.

Conversely, Georganne Burke, a staunch
Trump supporter living in Ontario,

dismissed concerns about Trump’s
remarks, calling them a mix of strategic
trolling and valid criticism. “He’s not
asking for anything unreasonable,” she
said, defending Trump’s push for stronger
border security and increased NATO
contributions from Canada.
B u r k e
acknowledged
Trump’s penchant

for  provocative
statements, saying,
“He’sabitofatroll ...

but that's just the way

heis.”

Trump S
Escalating
Rhetoric

Trump’s latest
comments,
including labeling
Canada’s border as

an “artificially drawn

line” and referring to Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau as the “governor” of the “great
state of Canada,” have only intensified
tensions. His threats of a 25% tariff on
Canadian and Mexican imports, unless
border security is improved, have alarmed
both nations.

Renna Bassal, an American living in

Canada for five decades, described
Trump’s remarks about annexation as a
joke aimed at Trudeau rather than a
serious proposal. However, she also
acknowledged that Trump’s aggressive
rhetoric could be a bargaining tactic
ahead of trade negotiations.

“Sometimes, you know, he says things
that perhaps he shouldn’t say,” Bassal
said. “I'm hoping this will be one of those
instances where he doesn’t follow
through.”

Experts Weigh In

Mark R. Brawley, a professor of
international relations at McGill University

and a recent Canadian citizen, said
Trump’s tactics are consistent with his
negotiation style. By exaggerating
problems and making outlandish
statements, Trump seeks to unnerve his
counterparts and gain an advantage.
“The idea that Canada would be a single
state in the U.S. is preposterous,”
Brawley said. “It's just his style of doing
things, so | wouldn't take it too seriously.”
However, Brawley advised that if Trump
moves forward with tariffs, Canada could
strategically target specific U.S.
congressional districts with reciprocal
measures to build opposition among
American lawmakers.

A Measured Canadian Response
Before Trump escalated his rhetoric,
Ottawa had taken a cautious approach,
refraining from retaliatory statements.
This strategy aligns with advice from
experts who warn against engaging in
Trump’s bluster. While Trump’s
comments have caused concern, both
Americans and Canadians suggest that
collaboration and diplomacy will be key
to maintaining the strong economic and
political ties between the two nations.
Whether Trump’s latest remarks are mere
posturing or a sign of concrete policy
shifts remains to be seen.
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Syria; Why Is The Middle East Always In Turmoil?

Few could have foreseen Bashar
al-Assad's dramatic ouster as
2024 drew to a close. For years,
Syria's battle lines had been
frozen under a fragile ceasefire
brokered by Russia and Turkey
in 2020. Yet, Assad's downfall—
after his family's iron grip over
Syria for over five decades—has
shaken the region to its core.
Lina Khatib of London-based
think tank, Chatham House,
writing in Foreign Policy, likened
it to the fall of the Berlin Wall in
1989, calling it “an earthquake
in the regional order”. The
reasons for Assad's collapse are
as much about Syria as they are
about its ophthalmologist ex-
president's patrons—Russia,
bogged down in Ukraine, had
neither the resources nor the
resolve to back Assad, and Iran's
proxies across the region were
severely weakened by Israeli air
strikes. Sensing the moment,
rebel forces led by Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham (HTS), a group with
roots in Al-Qaeda, mounted a
ferocious offensive. Assad's
army, battered by years of
corruption, desertions and low
morale, folded in the face of the
HTS's blitz. Predictably,
Western powers have swooped
in to shape Syria's political
future and are now vying to
influence the makeup of the next
government. From the relative
calm of India or from the peaceful
Western European capitals, it's
tempting to ask: why is the Arab
world perpetually at war with
itself? Why does it spawn so
many extremist groups? Why
has it been trapped in cycles of
violence and instability for
decades? To answer these
guestions, we must look beyond
the modern era, all the way back
to the 11th century. But for now,
let's stay within the last century
to understand how history has
shaped the region's current
turmoil.

The Lawrence Syndrome
Years ago, | watched Lawrence
of Arabia, a sweeping tale of
West Asia's chaos around the
years 1916-17. Hollywood, as we
know, isn't big on sequels. But
looking at the current mess in
the region, | would certainly say,
no, shout, that it's high time for
a sequel to Lawrence of Arabia.
The iconic 1962 film serves as a
powerful metaphor for the ongoing
struggles in West Asia. The
themes of betrayal, tribalism
and Western manipulation in
the film echo the realities of
modern conflicts in Syria, Iraq,
Yemen and Libya. Set during
World War 1, the film offers a
stark window into the forces
that set the stage for the
region's instability. The movie
depicts T.E. Lawrence, played
by Peter O'Toole, as a British
officer cobbling together a front
consisting of diverse groups of
Arab tribes to fight against the

Ottoman Empire, which had “nothing”, the region's desert Ottomans. The betrayal left
governed much ofthe Arabworld became resource-rich. Oil deep scars, fuelling resentment
for centuries. The British officer turned deserts into global that persists to this day. The

on behalf of his government
promised the Arabs full
independence in return for their
support. However, as history
shows, that promise was nothing
more than deception. After the
war, the secret Sykes-Picot
Agreement, signed between
Britain and France, carved the
region into British and French
colonial spheres of influence,
betraying the Arabs and ignoring
their aspirations for self-
determination. This betrayal was
not just a diplomatic slight—it
planted the seeds of mistrust that
continue to shape Arab-Western
relations to this day.

The arbitrary borders drawn by
colonial powers, with no regard
for the region's ethnic, tribal or
religious complexities, created
fragile states that were prone to
fracture. Syria, Iraq, Libya and
Yemen are glaring examples of
this legacy: nations artificially
built by outsiders, now
disintegrating as factions fight for
power in structures never
designed to hold.

Fragile Tribal Alliances
Memorable but controversial
views about the Arabs uttered in
Lawrence of Arabia are believed
by many in the West even today:
"So long as the Arabs fight tribe
against tribe, so long will they be
a little people, a silly people—
greedy, barbarous, and cruel, as
you are." In the film, Lawrence
struggles to unite the disparate
Arab tribes against the Ottomans.
This reflects the tribalism and
factionalism that continue to
plague the region. In Libya, for
instance, the fall of Muammar
Gaddafi exposed deep tribal
rivalries, leading to a prolonged
civil war. Similarly, in Yemen,
the conflict is partly driven by
tribal and sectarian divisions,
exacerbated by foreign
intervention. It's All About Oil
"There is nothing in the desert,
and no man needs nothing,”
said Lawrence in the film. But
things dramatically changed in
the region with the discovery of
vast oil reserves. From

battlegrounds, amplifying
foreign intervention. Another
Hollywood movie, Syriana,
depicts how mega Western
energy companies played
kingmakers in the region.
Greed led to corruption and
manipulation. In our times, the
US and its allies have often
supported local leaders or
factions in ways that serve their
strategic interests, only to
abandon them later. For
instance, the US first
supported Saddam Hussein
during the Iran-lraq War, but
later overthrew him in 2003. In
Syria, Western powers have
backed various rebel groups,
some of which later turned into
destabilising forces. Oil, the
region's most valuable
resource, has been both a
blessing and a curse. Oil drew
intense interest from Western
powers, who sought to control
these resources to fuel their
economies. The oil-rich Gulf
states, while benefiting
economically, became heavily
reliant on Western security
guarantees, leaving them
vulnerable to foreign influence.
The 1953 Central Intelligence
Agency (ClA)-led coup in Iran,
which overthrew Prime Minister
Mohammad Mossadegh after
he nationalised the oil industry,
is a case in point. Similarly, the
2003 US-led invasion of Iraq,
justified on dubious grounds,
dismantled state institutions
and unleashed a wave of
sectarian violence that
continues to plague the
country.

Israel and Modern Wars
The Balfour Declaration of 1917,
in which Britain supported the
establishment of a "national
home for the Jewish people"in
Palestine, added to the
tensions. This commitment
conflicted with promises made
to Arab leaders by the colonial
powers, which had assured
support for an independent
Arab state in exchange for their
rebellion against the

B o
establishment of Israel following
the Holocaust and the UN
partition plan displaced
hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians, leading to the first
Arab-lIsraeli war in 1948.
Subsequent wars (1956, 1967,
1973), the Palestinian refugee
crisis and the ongoing Israeli-
Palestinian tensions continue
to define the region's volatility.
For many Arab nations, Israel
became a symbol of Western-
backed injustice and territorial
loss.

The Death Of Pan-Arabism
Despite turmoil and crises, or
perhaps because of them, Pan-
Arabism emerged as a
movement to unite the warring
Arab world under a shared
identity, overcoming tribal and
sectarian divisions. Egypt's
Gamal Abdel Nasser was the
movement's most towering
figure. Unfortunately for
ordinary Arab people, internal
rivalries, ideological differences
and external meddling stymied
the movement. The United
States and its allies, wary of
the socialist underpinnings of
Pan-Arabism, actively worked
to undermine it. For instance,
the CIA was reportedly involved
in orchestrating coups and
supporting conservative
monarchies to counter Nasser's
influence. By the 1970s, Pan-
Arabism had largely faded,
replaced by fragmented
nationalisms and chaos.
Hope, Then Disillusionment
The 2011 Arab Spring uprisings
briefly raised hopes for
democratic change. However,
the movements' outcomes
varied widely, with some states
descending into chaos. In
Syria, peaceful protests
against President Bashar al-
Assad devolved into a brutal
civil war, drawing in regional and
international players. The US,
Russia, Iran, Turkey and others
have all backed different
factions, turning Syria into a
proxy battlefield. Libya, too,
saw its long-time leader Gaddafi

overthrown with NATO's help, only
to descend into a protracted
conflict among rival factions.
Meanwhile, countries like Egypt
saw a return to authoritarianism,
dashing hopes for meaningful
reform. Echoes Of The
Crusades

The Crusades, launched between
the 11th and 13th centuries, were
actually military campaigns by
European Christian powers to
reclaim Jerusalem and the Holy
Land from Muslim control. Salah
ad-Din Yusuf ibn Ayyub,
commonly known in the West as
Saladin, defeated the Christian
army of crusaders at the Battle
of Hattin in 1187, which led to the
recapture of Jerusalem. Ironically,
Saladin hailed from a Kurdish
family (non-Arabs in West Asia)
but became a hero of the Arabs
after the victory. The first sultan
of both Egypt and Syria is today
hero-worshipped in Muslim
societies, particularly in the Arab
world, for inflicting a crushing
defeat on the European forces. He
remains a celebrated figure of
resistance, unity, and Islamic
valour. His victory symbolises an
ability to push back against
Western incursions—a legacy
still invoked today in discussions
of imperialism, foreign intervention
and the need for regional unity.
Today, Islamist movements and
Arab nationalists have, at times,
likened Western intervention in
the Middle East—such as the
US-led invasion of lraq or
European colonial rule—to a “new
crusade”, a continuation of
Western aggression under
different banners. WestAsia is in
chaos. Visiting Libya, Yemen,
Lebanon, Syria and lIraq is
considered unsafe. It remains a
patchwork of conflict zones,
authoritarian regimes and fragile
states. Over six million Syrians
are refugees living in neighbouring
countries, and over seven million
are internally displaced. Yemen's
civil war, orchestrated by Saudi-
Iranrivalry, has created one of the
world's worst humanitarian
crises. On top of the crises in
Iraq and Syria, their people
have to grapple with the threat
of ISIS. Lebanon's economy is
in free fall, exacerbating social
and political tensions. Even
Israel's economy has ground to
a halt due to relentless wars
in the last 14 months. The US
and its Western allies remain
deeply involved in the region,
whether through military
presence, arms sales,
supporting one extremist
organisation or another, or
through diplomatic
manoeuvres. Unfortunately
apart from Turkey, no other
emerging power or BRICS
nations are showing any
interest in shaping the region's
future, even though they know
they might be eventually affected
by the ongoing crisis.
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Canada In
2024: A Year
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As 2024 comes to a close, Canada re-
flects on a year marked by significant po-
litical shifts, economic challenges, environ-
mental crises, and remarkable achieve-
ments in sports and social justice. This
year has been pivotal in shaping the
nation’s trajectory, providing lessons and
milestones that will guide its future. Here’s
an in-depth look at the major stories that
defined 2024.

Political Landscape: Shifting Dynam-
ics and Leadership Challenges
Canada’s political sphere faced turbulence
in 2024, with Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s government undergoing one of
its most challenging periods. High-profile
resignations, including Finance Minister
Chrystia Freeland, shook the Liberal Party’s
stability. Freeland’s departure was report-
edly driven by disagreements over eco-
nomic policies and the government’s re-
sponse to looming U.S. tariffs. Her exit in-
tensified internal rifts within the Liberal Party
and external demands for Trudeau'’s resig-
nation, plunging the governmentinto a po-
litical crisis.

Adding to the complexity were strained
U.S.-Canada relations. With Donald Trump
back in the White House, trade tensions
resurfaced, marked by threats of a 25%
tariff on Canadian goods. In response,
Trudeau’s top ministers, including Dominic
LeBlanc and Mélanie Joly, held high-
stakes discussions at Mar-a-Lago to ad-
dress border security and trade issues.

et ;

These negotiations highlighted the fragility
of cross-border diplomacy and the neces-
sity for Canada to diversify its trade part-
nerships.

Economic Fluctuations: A Year of Un-
certainty

The Canadian economy experienced sig-
nificant volatility in 2024. The Toronto Stock
Exchange (TSX) faced fluctuations influ-
enced by global economic uncertainties
and domestic political instability. Specula-
tion over U.S. tariffs and questions sur-
rounding the Liberal Party’s leadership fur-
ther impacted market confidence.

Labor unrest also marked the year, with
Canada Post workers launching strikes
over wages and workplace safety. These
disruptions highlighted ongoing labor ten-
sions and the challenges of addressing
worker grievances in essential services. As
inflation persisted and economic growth
slowed, the government faced increasing
pressure to adopt more robust measures
to stabilize the economy.

Social Justice and Indigenous Advo-
cacy

2024 saw meaningful progress in address-
ing historical injustices against Indigenous
communities. After years of advocacy, the
Canadian government agreed to search the
Prairie Green Landfill for the remains of In-
digenous women targeted by a convicted
serial killer. This decision marked a signifi-
cant step toward justice and reconciliation,
underscoring the urgent need to combat
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violence against Indigenous women.
Public health also came into focus with
Canada recording its first domestically
acquired rabies case since 1967. The tragic
death of a child in Ontario sparked discus-
sions about wildlife interactions, vaccina-
tion awareness, and public health prepared-
ness. These events emphasized the im-
portance of proactive measures to safe-
guard communities from preventable dis-
eases.
Environmental Crises: The Toll of Cli-
mate Change
Canada faced numerous environmental
challenges in 2024, highlighting the grow-
ing impact of climate change. Eastern
Canada experienced unprecedented rain-
fall from the remnants of Hurricane Debby,
causing over $2.5 billion in insured dam-
ages and becoming the costliest climate
event in Quebec’s history. Wildfires in
Alberta and British Columbia led to mass
evacuations and significant property dam-
age, further straining resources and rais-
ing concerns about emergency prepared-
ness.
These crises underscored the need for
stronger environmental policies and invest-
ment in climate resilience. As communi-
ties rebuild, the importance of addressing
climate change through sustainable prac-
tices and infrastructure development has
never been more evident.
Sports Triumphs: A Year to Remember
In the realm of sports, Canada celebrated

=

both achievements and heartbreaks. The
Edmonton Oilers reached the Stanley Cup
Finals for the first time since 2006 but fell
to the Florida Panthers in a dramatic seven-
game series. Despite the loss, Oilers cap-
tain Connor McDavid earned the Conn
Smythe Trophy, becoming the first player
from a losing team to win the award since
2003.

In Canadian football, the Toronto Argonauts
claimed the 111th Grey Cup with a com-
manding victory over the Winnipeg Blue
Bombers. This triumph added another
chapter to the storied legacy of one of
Canada’s oldest professional football
teams, uniting fans nationwide in celebra-
tion.

Moving Forward: Lessons from 2024
As Canada enters 2025, the lessons
of 2024 resonate deeply. The chal-
lenges faced in politics, the economy,
and the environment highlight the need
for resilience, innovation, and unity. At
the same time, the progress made in
social justice and the triumphs in
sports remind Canadians of their shared
values and aspirations.

This year has shown that while the road
ahead may be uncertain, Canada has the
strength and determination to navigate its
challenges and seize its opportunities. By
building on the foundations laid in 2024,
the nation can look forward to a future of
growth, inclusivity, and sustainability.

Panama Canal, Canada, Greenland
Donald Trump's Christmas Wishlist

On Christmas, US President-elect Donald Trump fired at "radical Left lunatics" and Canadian Prime Minister Justin

In his Christmas greetings, US
President-elect Donald Trump
repeated his call to acquire the
Panama Canal and Greenland
and annex Canada. In a series
of posts on his social media
platform 'Truth Social', Trump
fired at "radical Left lunatics"
and Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau. He began by ad-
dressing the issue of the
Panama Canal and making it
clear that the US would take
control. "Merry Christmas to all,
including to the wonderful sol-
diers of China, who are lovingly
but illegally operating the
Panama Canal, where we lost
38,000 people in its building 110

charged at "radical Left luna-
tics", who are constantly trying
0 "obstruct our court system
and our elections." He refused
to wish a Merry Christmas to
those "lucky souls' or "37 most
violent criminals"”, who were
given a pardon by Joe Biden.
"Instead, will say, GO TO
HELL!" Trump wished his follow-
ers a Merry Christmas in an ec-
centric way-with a GIF featur-
ing the man himself. In the GIF
posted on X (formerly Twitter),
Trump rides a sledge full of gifts.
He is wearing a classic blue suit
and a Santa cap. His hands,
folded into fist pumps, move
front and back, a signature

years ago, always making cer-
tain that the United States puts
in billions of dollars in 'repair’
money, but will have absolutely
nothing to say about anything',”
he wrote. Later in the day, while
announcing Kevin Marino

Cabrera as the US Ambassa-

dor to the Republic of
Panama, Trump said the
country is "ripping" the US off
on the Panama Canal, "far
beyond their wildest dreams".
Reiterating his idea to make

Canada the 51st US state,
Trump charged at Trudeau and
said that if it were to happen,
"their taxes would be cut by
more than 60 per cent, their
businesses would immediately
double in size, and they would

be militarily protected like no
other country anywhere in the
World." Similarly, he gave a
message to the people of
Greenland, who he thinks
wanted the US to be there - "we
will". In another post, he

Trump dance move. Trump's
friend and Tesla and SpaceX
CEO Elon Musk was quick to
respond to the GIF. In the com-
ments section, he left three
emoticons - a fire emoji, Santa
Claus, and the US flag.
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Man's green card rejection cites role at
Apple, he claims 'never worked'there

In a controversial decision, the
United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
has rejected the green card ap-
plication of Yuchen Jin, a com-
puter scientist and Chief Technol-

ogy Officer of the Al startup
Hyperbolic Labs. Jin, who co-
founded the company and se-
cured USD 20 million in fund-
ing, was told his work lacked
an impact "beyond that of

Apple, Inc". In a bizarre twist, the

rejection also falsely referred to
him as Apple's Chief Technology
Officer - a position he has never
held. Jin, who earned a PhD in
computer science, has been wait-

Former US President Bill Clinton
hospitalised after developing fever

Former US President Bill Clinton
was on Monday (local time) ad-
mitted to a hospital in Washing-
ton after developing a fever but
remains in "good spirits", ac-
cording to his deputy chief of
staff. The 78-year-old Demo-
cratic leader was admitted to
MedStar Georgetown University
Hospital in the "afternoon for
testing and observation",
Clinton's deputy chief of staff,
Angel Urena, said in a state-
ment on X. "He remains in good
spirits and deeply appreciates
the excellent care he is receiv-
ing," the spokesperson said.
Clinton served two terms as the
president from January 1993 to
January 2001. Earlier this year,
he participated in the Demo-
cratic National Convention in
Chicago and campaigned for the
unsuccessful White House bid
of Vice President Kamala Har-
ris for the November 5 election,
The Associated Press reported.
Since leaving the White House,
Clinton has faced multiple health
issues over the years. The former
US President underwent qua-

druple bypass surgery in 2004
after he experienced prolonged
chest pains and breathlessness.
He also had surgery for a par-
tially collapsed lung in 2005 and
a pair of stents were implanted

Hawail's Kilauea Vo

of the wor

in a coronary artery in 2010.
Since then, Clinton has em-
braced a largely vegan diet, a
move that resulted in him losing
weight and improved health. In
2021, the Democratic leader
was admitted to a hospital in
California for six days while be-

' ing treated for an infection that

was not related to Covid-19, when
the pandemic swept through the
US, according to The Associated
Press. An aide to the former
president said then that Clinton
had an urological infection that
spread to his bloodstream, but
was on the mend and never went
into septic shock, a potentially
life-threatening condition. The
aide said Clinton was in an in-
tensive care section of the hos-
pital that time, but was not re-
ceiving ICU care.

ing over a year for the USCIS de-
cision. After the rejection, he
voiced his frustration on X, call-
ing out the agency's reasoning as
careless and inconsistent.
"WTF? | have NEVER worked at
Apple!" Jin posted. "l got my CS
PhD, cofounded an Al startup,
and raised USD 20M. Yet, after
waiting an entire year, I'm re-
jected with this absurd reason-
ing." USCIS acknowledged Jin's
significant contributions to ad-
vanced technology but ultimately
determined that his work did not
meet the economic and national
impact standards required for the
green card category. Business
owners on X pointed out that the
reasoning appears vague and
copied, raising broader concerns
about how high-skilled immigra-
tion cases are evaluated. Jin also
appealed to the Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE),

afederal initiative created by US
President-elect Donald Trump to
reform the high-skilled immigra-
tion system. DOGE, which in-
cludes prominent figures like Elon
Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy, is
tasked with streamlining govern-
ment operations, cutting unnec-
essary regulations, and im-
proving federal efficiency. Jin
called on the agency to over-
haul the high-skilled immigra-
tion system, saying, "High-
skilled immigrants are
America's secret weapon. It
should be merit-based-not left
to some USCIS officer care-
lessly reviewing documents
and copy-pasting rejection rea-
sons!" Upon being asked by an
X user if he could file an ap-
peal to get the decision over-
turned, Jin said he wasn't very
hopeful as the "success rate"
was very low.

Victims and families react as Joe Biden spares
the lives of 37 federal death row inmates

COLUMBIA, South Carolina:
Victims’ families and others
affected by crimes that re-
sulted in federal death row
convictions shared a range of
emotions on Monday, from re-
lief to anger, after President
Joe Biden commuted dozens
of the sentences. Biden con-
verted the sentences of 37 fed-
eral death row inmates to life
imprisonment without the pos-
sibility of parole. The inmates
include people who were con-
victed in the slayings of po-
lice, military officers and fed-
eral prisoners and guards.
Others were involved in deadly
robberies and drug deals.
Three inmates will remain on
federal death row: Dylann
Roof, convicted of the 2015
racist slayings of nine Black

cano erupts again: One
('S most active vo

CaNoes

HAWAII VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK, was from volcanic smog that could reach
Hawaii: Lava began bubbling Monday through homes downwind, the observatory said. Such

the crust of one of the world'’s ‘
most active volcanoes —

Kilauea, on Hawaii's Big Is- pai

land.

The eruption was
confined to the volcano’s
summit caldera, in a remote,
closed area of Hawaii Volca-
noes National Park, the Ha-
waii Volcano Observatory re-

ported. Increased earthquake activity began at
about 2 a.m. local time and within about half
an hour webcam images began to show lava

emerging through fissures in

spurting in fountains. The mostimmediate threat

the caldera or

“vog” contains sulfur dioxide
= and can worsen symptoms

for people who have condi-

tions like asthma, other res-
piratory issues or cardiovas-
cular disease. The area
where the eruption is occur-
ring has been closed to the
public since 2007 due to
hazards that include crater

wall instability, ground cracking and rockfalls.
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park encompasses
the summits of two of the world’s most active
volcanoes: Kilauea and Mauna Loa. Kilauea
also erupted in June and September.

members of Mother Emanuel
AME Church in Charleston,
South Carolina; the 2013 Bos-
ton Marathon Bomber,
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev; and Rob-
ert Bowers, who fatally shot
11 congregants at
Pittsburgh’s Tree of life Syna-
gogue in 2018, the deadliest
antisemitic attack in US his-
tory. Opponents of the death
penalty lauded Biden for a de-
cision they’'d long sought.
Supporters of Donald Trump,
a vocal advocate of expanding
capital punishment, criticized
the move as an assault to
common decency just weeks
before the president-elect
takes office. Victims’ families
and former colleagues share
relief and anger Donnie
Oliverio, a retired Ohio police
officer whose partner was
killed by one of the men
whose death sentence was
commuted, said the execution
of “the person who killed my
police partner and best friend
would have brought me no
peace.” “The president has
done what is right here,”
Oliverio said in a statement
also issued by the White
House, “and what is consis-
tent with the faith he and |
share.” Heather Turner, whose
mother, Donna Major, was
killed in a bank robbery in
South Carolina in 2017, called
Biden’'s commutation of the
killer's sentence a “clear
gross abuse of power” in a
Facebook post, adding that
the weeks she spent sitting in
court with the hope of justice
were now “just a waste of
time.”
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American Airlines resumes flights after

Leavenworth: The

Bavarian Christ-

brief grounding ahead of busy Christmas  mas capital of the Pacific Northwest
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WASHINGTON: American
Airlines briefly grounded flights
nationwide Tuesday because of a
technical problem just as the
Christmas travel season kicked
into overdrive and winter weather
threatened more potential
problems for those planning to fly
or drive. Government regulators
cleared American flights to get
airborne about an hour after the
Federal Aviation Administration
ordered a national ground stop for
the airline. The order, which
prevented planes from taking off,
was issued at the airline’s request.
The airline said in an email that
the problem was caused by
trouble with vendor technology
that maintains its flight operating
system. Dennis Tajer, a
spokesperson for the Allied Pilots
Association, a union representing
American Airlines pilots, said the
airline told pilots at 7 a.m. Eastern

L —

that there was an outage
affecting the system known as
FOS. It handles different types
of airline operations, including

dispatch, flight planning,
passenger boarding, as well as
an airplane’s weight and balance
data, he said. Some
components of FOS have gone
down in the past, but a
systemwide outage is rare, Tajer
said. Hours after the ground stop
was lifted, Tajer said the union
had not heard about any “chaos
out there beyond just the normal
heavy travel day.” He said
officials were watching for any
cascading effects, such as
staffing problems. Flights were
delayed across American’s
major hubs, with only 37%
leaving on time, according to
Cirium, an aviation analytics
company. Out of the 3,901
domestic and international
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American Airlines flights scheduled
for Tuesday, 19 were canceled.
Cirium noted that the vast majority
of flights were departing within two
hours of their scheduled departure

W time. A similar percentage — 36%
| —were arriving at their destinations

as scheduled. Meanwhile, the flight-
tracking site FlightAware reported
that 3,712 flights entering or leaving
the U.S., or serving domestic

| destinations, were delayed Tuesday,

with 55 flights canceled. It did not
show any flights from American
Airlines. Cirium said Dallas-Fort
Worth, New York's Kennedy Airport
and Charlotte, North Carolina, saw
the greatest number of delays.
Washington, Chicago and Miami
experienced considerably fewer
delays.

Amid the travel problems,
significant rain and snow were
expected in the Pacific Northwest
atleastinto Christmas Day. Showers
and thunderstorms were developing
in the South. Freezing rain was
reported in the Mid-Atlantic region
near Baltimore and Washington, and
snow fellin New York. Because the
holiday travel period lasts weeks,
airports and airlines typically have
smaller peak days than they do
during the rush around
Thanksgiving, but the grind of one
hectic day followed by another
takes a toll on flight crews.
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LEAVENWORTH, Wash.:
The scent of bratwurst and
pretzels filled the air as horses
clopped down the main street,
hauling a carriage full of tourists.
Nestled in her mother's arms, a
baby reached out to touch a shop
window display, peering toward
the sequin-covered reindeer
behind it, as colorful ornaments
twirled nearby. Welcome to
Leavenworth, Washington, the
Christmas capital of the Pacific
Northwest. Decades ago,
Leavenworth was a near ghost
town on the eastern slopes of
the Cascade Mountains, one of
the region’s poorest
communities. The mines and
the sawmill had closed, and
even the railroad left. In the
1960s, desperate business
owners made a serious gamble.
Without any state or federal
help, they began taking out
loans and remodeling the
downtown in the style of a
Bavarian village.

More than half a century
later, the result brings tourists
from near and far all year long
— hikers and skiers, river rafters
and fly-fishers, shoppers and
day-trippers from Seattle, some
3 million visitors in all last year,
according to Matt Cade,
president of the Greater
Leavenworth Museum. The

crush has prompted concerns
about the cost of living, and
recent efforts, including some
state funding for affordable
apartments, have focused on
ensuring that tourism industry
workers can live in town. But the
town peaks in popularity during
the holidays. In December, it
takes on the ruddy, warm glow
of a German Christmas market,
with the magic of choirs,
carolers, food vendors and a
gingerbread house contest. The
longstanding practice of
switching on the Christmas
lights downtown on Saturday
and Sunday evenings began to
draw such large crowds that
organizers eventually decided to
just leave them on from
Thanksgiving through February.
“Every time | go there, | just feel
joy and excitement,” said Alison
Epsom, of Sultan, who visited
with her husband, Brian Jolly,
and their 8-month-old daughter,
Acacia. The couple met nearly
two decades ago, when they
were performing at an
international dance festival.

For one of their first
dates, Jolly invited Epsom, a
native of England, to visit
Leavenworth. “l knew | had one
opportunity that she was going
to be here and | wanted her to
fall in love with me,” he recalled.
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Sunglasses To Snapchat, How Al Became Personal In 2024

As | reflect on the whirlwind
that was 2024 in artificial intel-
ligence, I'm struck by how
deeply personal this technologi-
cal revolution has become. This
wasn't just another year of
breakthrough papers and flashy
demos—it was the year Al wove
itself into the fabric of our daily
lives, enriching our human ex-
perience in ways that still leave
me in awe.

A scene from my home cap-
tures this transformation per-
fectly. Recently, | watched my
eighth-grade daughter navigate
her art assignment using Meta
Al on WhatsApp, crafting and
refining prompts intuitively that
only youth can bring. The same
Al that helped my daughter with
her artwork became my 66-year-
old mother's creative compan-
ion, her go-to tool for crafting
birthday greetings and com-
memorating special moments.
Watching these interactions
across three generations, |
realised we were witnessing
something profound—Al wasn't
just becoming more accessible;
it was becoming more human.
Smart Glasses Are Really
Smart Standing in a Washing-
ton store in September, | felt
something | hadn't experienced
in my fifteen years of reviewing
consumer technology—genuine
excitement. The Ray-Ban Meta
smart glasses before me prom-

ised not just another screen, but
a fundamental shift in how we
engage with our world. As
someone weary of endless
smartphone iterations, |
recognised this moment as dif-
ferent. Here was technology
that didn't demand attention but
enhanced presence. The
following months trans-
formed my perspective.
Whether leading yoga
classes, navigating jjee-
Bengaluru's streets on [ages
my motorcycle, or cap-
turing sunset moments
on Sri Lankan beaches,
these Al-enabled
glasses became less
about technology and §
more about experiences.
From hands-free cooking
to voice-commanded
photography on hiking trails,
technology finally took a
backseat to living.

An Era Of Both Collabo-

ration And Tension

The year brought unprec-
edented evolution in Al capabili-
ties. OpenAl's rapid ChatGPT it-
erations and the launch of the
Sora video creation engine re-
defined possibilities. Runway
ML's advances in video genera-
tion democratised visual
storytelling. Microsoft's Copilot
evolved from a coding assistant
to a universal Al companion,
while Google's Gemini and
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Project Astra showed us
glimpses of truly ambient Al.
Apple's measured approach to
generative Al and surprising
partnership with OpenAl demon-
strated that even tech giants
recognise the value of collabo-
ration in this new era. The com-

petition between Nvidia and
AMD for chip dominance be-
came a proxy for larger geopo-
litical tensions between the
United States, China, and India.
The Story Of Anay And
Abeer

India's approach has been
particularly fascinating—lever-
aging IT expertise not just for
global corporations but to solve
uniquely Indian challenges.

Perhaps nothing captures
the democratising power of Al
better than the story of the 10-
year-old brothers from Nagpur
who founded ImmverseAl. | met
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FULL TIME SERVING TO THE COMMUNITIES

Anay and Abeer Ramakrishnan
when | was filming their story
for my startup show “Let's
Startup in Maharashtra”, on
NDTV Marathi. Their journey
struck a deeply personal chord
with me—here were two young
minds from a tier-two Indian city,

powered by nothing but curios-
ity and supported by under-
standing parents, building Al
products for the global market.
As | reflected on their story, |
realised we were witnessing
something revolutionary: the tra-
ditional barriers to entry into
technology innovation were
crumbling. This wasn't just
about two precocious children;
it was about how Al has created
an unprecedented level playing
field. Whether you're a Fortune
500 conglomerate with billions
in resources or young innova-
tors working from their homes

in Nagpur, the starting line has
become remarkably similar. The
tools, the knowledge, and the
potential to impact the world are
increasingly accessible to any-
one with curiosity and creativity.

Humans Are Messy, Al Is Too

The year brought important
lessons about Al's complexities.
When a Snapchat influencer had
to unplug her Al avatar due to in-
appropriate behaviour, and tech
giants faced backlash over their
chatbots' off-colour remarks,
we were reminded that mak-
ing Al more human-like means
grappling with consciousness
and personality in all their
messiness. As we stand at
this technological threshold,
our greatest asset might be
our willingness to remain cu-
rious while staying grounded
in human values. GenZ and
GenAlpha are coming of age
in an era where technology
seems poised to enhance
rather than diminish our hu-
manity. As | write these final
reflections of 2024, I'm re-
minded that technology is
most revolutionary not when it
changes what we can do, but
when it transforms who we can
become. The story of Al in 2024
wasn't just about algorithmic
achievements — it was about
our growing wisdom in shaping
these powerful tools to serve
human flourishing.
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Cll seeks priority sector lending
for new and emerging sectors

New Delhi, The Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CIlI) has
sought reforms in India’s Prior-
ity Sector Lending (PSL) frame-
work to enable the setting up of
more Development Finance In-
stitutions (DFI) to provide funds

to new and emerging sectors |

such as digital infrastructure,
green initiatives, healthcare, and
innovative manufacturing.”The
current Development Finance
Institutions like SIDBI and
NABFID have their roles cut out
as they have earmarked sectors
to finance. Therefore, Cll has
suggested setting up of a high-
level committee to look at the
revision of Priority Sector Lend-
ing norms and also explore the
need for any new DFIs to cater
to some of the new and emerg-
ing sectors,” the CIl said in a
statement on Sunday. Despite
its massive success, the PSL
framework requires regular

recalibration to remain relevant.
This recalibration is essential to
ensure that the financial re-
sources are optimally distrib-
uted, in harmony with our vision
of Viksit Bharat 2047, the state-
ment said.

For instance, while agricul-
ture contributes 14 per cent of
the GDP today, its PSL alloca-
tion remains at 18 per cent, un-

Shinsegae chairman had '10-15 minute
talk’ with US President-elect Trump

Seoul, Chung Yong-jin, chair-
man of South Korean retail con-
glomerate Shinsegae Group, said
he had a brief talk with US Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump during
his visit to Trump’s Florida resort
but declined to provide any other
details.”l had a meal together with
President-elect Trump, and we
separately had an in-depth con-
versation on various topics,” he
told Yonhap News Agency while
waiting for his return flight home
from Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta
International Airport on Saturday
(U.S. time). Chung said his chat
with the incoming U.S. leader
lasted about 10 to 15 minutes,
reports Yonhap news agency.
Chung is the first South Korean
known to have met Trump since
his election victory last month. He
had stayed at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
resort since Monday at the invita-
tion of Donald Trump Jr., the eldest

son of the president-elect, with
whom the Shinsegae chairman
had already met three times this
year. Chung said he could not dis-
close the content of his talk with
the U.S. president-elect. He said
Trump had made no “special indi-
cation” when asked if the presi-
dent-elect made any comments
on South Korea. Instead, Trump
Jr. introduced him to “many
people,” with whom he discussed
business, Chung added. The
Shinsegae chairman said Trump
Jr. and others expressed their in-
terest in the situation in South
Korea following President Yoon
Suk Yeol's botched martial law
declaration early this month.
Chung said he explained that
South Korea has the potential to
recover from the ongoing political
fiasco and it won't take long be-
fore the country returns to a nor-
mal state,

changed from when its GDP
share exceeded 30 per cent.
Similarly, sectors like infrastruc-
ture and innovative manufactur-
ing lack adequate PSL focus de-
spite their potential to drive eco-
nomic growth, it added.

India’s economy has evolved
rapidly over the past few de-
cades, with employment focus
shifting to newer sectors be-

cause of increased education
levels in the society and higher
disposable incomes, the state-
ment said.

The PSL is a vital policy tool
in India, aimed at ensuring that
key sectors crucial to the
nation’s development receive
adequate financial support. Man-
dated by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), PSL obligates banks
to allocate a specified proportion
of their loans to sectors such as
agriculture, education, housing,
and small industries. The frame-
work ensures equitable credit
distribution, contributing to the
socio-economic growth of
underserved areas. Cll Director
General Chandrajit Banerjee
said: “Sectors like agriculture
have reduced contribution to
GDP from 30 per cent in the
1990s to about 14 per cent now.
Hence, it is time that the Prior-
ity Sector Lending (PSL) frame-

work be reviewed every 3-4
years to align based on emerg-
ing priorities and PSL allocations
should be in line with GDP con-
tributions and sectoral growth
potential. For instance, we could
look at the inclusion of Emerg-
ing and High-Impact Sectors, in-
cluding digital infrastructure,
green initiatives, healthcare, and
innovative manufacturing.”

The industry chamber has,
therefore, recommended inclu-
sion in PSL of sectors like green
energy projects, electric ve-
hicles, and climate-resilient ag-
riculture along with sectors like
digital technologies, artificial in-
telligence and healthcare inno-
vation.

The CIlI has further
pointed out that besides the
above sectors, Infrastructure and
manufacturing are poised to
make substantial contributions
to India’s economic growth.

Earnings forecasts of Samsung,
SK hynix for Q4 downgraded

Seoul, Earnings forecasts for South Korea’'s
two largest chipmakers, Samsung Electronics and
SK hynix, for the fourth quarter have been revised
down largely due to a downturn in industry de-
mand, an industry survey showed on Sunday. Ac-

cording to the latest survey con- ——"

ducted by Yonhap Infomax, the
financial arm of Yonhap News
Agency, which polled 20 Korean
brokerage houses, Samsung
Electronics’ operating profit for
the October-December period is
estimated at 8.58 trillion won
(US$5.92 billion). While the lat-

est forecast is sharply higher than the 2.82 trillion
won recorded in the fourth quarter of last year, it
represents a drop of over 1 trillion won compared
with the previous estimate of 9.77 trillion won made
in October and November. Market observers say
the deepening slump in demand for traditional IT
products, including smartphones and PCs, has
contributed to prolonged weak profitability in
Samsung’s core memory business. SK hynix, with

its strength in next-generation Al high-bandwidth
memory (HBM), is expected to post its highest
on-quarter results for the fourth quarter. Accord-
ing to the latest Yonhap Infomax forecasts, SK
hynix's estimated operating profit for the cited

period is 7.77 trillion won, a
10.59 percent increase com-
pared with the previous quar-
ter.

However, the estimate is a
4.16 per cent drop compared
with the 8.11 trillion-won con-
sensus estimate made in Oc-
tober and November. The ob-

servers say SK hynix has been defending its prof-
itability with its high-value HBM products but has
failed to avoid the impact of falling prices of gen-
eral purpose memory. Meanwhile, the US Com-
merce Department has awarded Samsung Elec-
tronics up to $4.745 billion in direct funding to
support the South Korean tech giant’s chipmaking
investment in central Texas, as it strives to
strengthen domestic semiconductor production.

BharatNet connects over 2.14 akh gram panchayats with broadband: Centre

New Delhi BharatNet, the world’s
largest rural broadband connectivity
programme, has helped connect
more than 2.14 lakh gram
panchayats by utilising optical fibre,
radio, and satellite technologies, the
government said on
Saturday.Launched in October 2011,
the ambitious project aimed at pro-
viding affordable high-speed internet
access to every gram panchayat in
the country. The initiative “seeks to
empower rural India, fostering inclu-
sive growth and bridging the gap be-
tween urban and rural communities.
BharatNet is not merely an infra-
structure project; itis the backbone
of India’s journey towards a truly
digital nation,” the Ministry of Com-
munications said. According to the
ministry, 2,14,283 Gram Panchayats

are connected through the BharatNet The network’s core relies on optical

project and 6,92,299 km of Optical

fiber cables, satellite links for re-

Fibre cable (OFC) has
been laid. It also offers
affordable internet with
broadband services in ru-
ral areas starting at Rs
99/month. The estimated
monthly internet data us-
age is 1,37967 TB.

In addition, 11,60,367
Fibre-To-The-Home
(FTTH) connections are
commissioned and
1,04,574 Wi-Fi hotspots
are installed to ensure
last-mile connectivity, till
December 20.

BharatNet operates as

=

e

7
/ Wy 2,14,283
5

s 00 20,12 2024)

6,92,099
Opticol Fibre Coble loid

Affordable high-speed
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the world’s largest rural
broadband connectivity programme.

mote regions, and wireless tech-

nologies for last-mile connectivity.
It is being implemented in three
phases. Phase |, which was com-
pleted in December 2017, “focused
on laying optical fiber cables to con-
nect 1 lakh gram panchayats” the
Ministry said. The foundational net-
work was laid by utilising existing
infrastructure. During the second
phase, “the coverage was expanded
to add 1.5 lakh more gram
panchayats using optical fiber, ra-
dio, and satellite technologies. This
phase incorporated collaborative ef-
forts with state governments and pri-
vate entities.” the Ministry said. The
third phase aims at future-proofing
the network by integrating 5G tech-
nologies, increasing bandwidth ca-
pacity, and ensuring robust last-
mile connectivity.
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2024 Year in Review: The Defining
News Stories That Shaped Our World

January:

A Turbulent Beginning
Devastating Earthquake in Ja-
pan: On New Year’'s Day, a 7.6
magnitude earthquake rocked
Japan’s west coast, triggering a

tsunami that killed over 475 |

people and caused widespread
destruction in Wajima, Ishikawa
Prefecture.

Harvard Scandal: Claudine
Gay, Harvard’s president, re-
signed amidst allegations of pla-
giarism and mishandling
antisemitism on campus.
Bitcoin Goes Mainstream: The
SEC approved Bitcoin ETFs,
making cryptocurrency invest-
ments accessible to mainstream
investors. The following day, 10
Bitcoin ETFs launched, driving
unprecedented interest in digital

currencies.

Trump’s Legal Troubles:
Donald Trump was ordered to
pay $83 million to E. Jean Carroll
in a defamation case related to
sexual assault allegations.
Middle Eastern Conflict: Asus-
pected Israeli attack killed a se-
nior Hamas leader in Beirut, es-
calating tensions in the region.
February: Political and Finan-
cial Shifts

Super Bowl Glory: The Kansas
City Chiefs clinched their third
Super Bowl title in five years, de-
feating the San Francisco 49ers
in an overtime thriller.

Biden’'s Leadership Under
Scrutiny: Aspecial counsel’s re-
port described President Biden
as an “elderly man with a poor
memory,” fueling debates about
his fitness for leadership.
Russia Loses Navalny: Alexei
Navalny, the prominent Russian
opposition leader, died in a Sibe-
rian prison, sparking international
outrage.

Market Highs: The S&P 500
reached a record high fueled by
a surge in technology stocks,
marking the start of a strong eco-
nomic yeatr.

Spring: Global Tensions and
Social Change

Sweden Joins NATO: Sweden

officially became NATO’s 32nd
member, expanding the alliance
in response to Russia’s aggres-
sion in Ukraine.

TikTok Banned inthe U.S.: The
House and Senate passed legis-
lation banning TikTok over national
security concerns. President
Biden signed the ban into law in
April.

Historic NASA Milestones: Pri-
vate astronauts completed the first
commercial spacewalk aboard a
SpaceX mission, pushing the
boundaries of space exploration.
Israel’s Resilience: Over 300 Ira-
nian missiles and drones targeted
Israel in its first direct attack by
Iran. Israel intercepted nearly all
of them, marking a major defense
success.

Summer: Political Drama and
Triumphs in Sports

Trump Survives Assassination
Attempt: In July, Donald Trump

narrowly escaped an assassina- §

rally, an incident that energized his

supporters and reshaped his cam-
paign narrative.

Olympic Highlights: The Paris
Summer Olympics saw historic
moments, including the debut of
breakdancing, Simone Biles win-

ning three golds, and Katie {

Ledecky becoming the most

:‘ ]

pian.

Kamala Harris Takes the Spot-
light: After President Biden ex-
ited the presidential race in July,
Vice President Kamala Harris
became the Democratic homi-
nee, naming Minnesota Gover-
nor Tim Walz as her running
mate.

Autumn: Rising Conflicts and
Legal Battles

Middle Eastern Escalation: Is-
rael launched retaliatory strikes
on Iran after a series of missile
attacks. Tensions rose further
with Hamas and Hezbollah as
conflicts spilled over into Leba-
non.

Donald Trump’s Victory: In No-
vember, Donald Trump defeated
Kamala Harris to secure a his-
toric second non-consecutive
term as president, while the Re-

decorated U.S. women’s Olym- gz

The year 2024 was a whirlwind of historic events, marked by political upheavals, economic
milestones, natural disasters, and cultural triumphs. From natural calamities to landmark
elections and game-changing corporate decisions, these events defined a year of
transformation and resilience. Here’s an in-depth look at the key stories of the past 12 months.

publicans regained control of the
Senate and maintained their hold
on the House.

Corporate Shifts: Disney an-
nounced plans for CEO Bob
Iger’s succession in early 2026,
while Comcast decided to spin
off its NBCUniversal cable net-
works, signaling major industry
changes.

Winter: Major Endings and New
Beginnings

Bashar al-Assad Toppled: Syr-
ian rebels overthrew Bashar al-
Assad’s regime in December,
ending five decades of his
family’s rule. Assad fled to Rus-
sia as a new era began for Syria.
Taylor Swift Ends Eras Tour:
Taylor Swift concluded her
record-breaking “Eras Tour” in
Vancouver. The tour spanned five
continents, sold 10 million tick-

ets, and generated nearly $2 bil-
lioninrevenue.

Honda-Nissan Merger: Honda
and Nissan announced plans to
merge in 2026, creating the
world’s third-largest automaker
and reshaping the global automo-
tive industry.

Recurring Themes of 2024
Economic Highlights
Nvidia’s Unprecedented
Growth: Nvidia reached a $3 tril-
lion valuation, overtaking Apple
and becoming the most valuable
U.S. company for part of the year,
underscoring its dominance in Al
chip manufacturing.

Historic Dow Milestones: The
Dow Jones crossed 40,000
points for the first time, reflecting
investor optimism driven by inter-
est rate cuts and economic re-
covery.

Global Conflicts
Russia-Ukraine Toll: The war’s
death toll surpassed one million,
with devastating consequences
for both nations.

Middle East Unrest: The Israel-
Hamas conflict intensified, with
significant casualties and politi-
cal fallout.

Cultural Shifts

Eras Tour’s Cultural Impact:
Taylor Swift's tour redefined con-
cert tours with its scale and eco-
nomic impact, influencing indus-
tries from ticketing to tourism.
Olympic Innovations: The in-
clusion of breakdancing and
record-breaking performances
highlighted the evolution of glo-
bal sports.

Conclusion

The events of 2024 have left an
indelible mark on history,
showcasing humanity’s resil-
ience and adaptability in the
face of challenges. From po-
litical drama and technological
advancements to cultural mile-
stones and economic highs,
this year demonstrated the
interconnectedness of global
events and the enduring quest
for progress. As we look
ahead, the lessons of 2024 will
continue to shape our collec-
tive future.
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Who Will Lead Canada’s Liberal Party After Trudeau?

Justin Trudeau’s resignation as
leader of the Liberal Party has
sparked speculation over who will
take the reins of the party and
compete against a surging
Conservative opposition in the
next federal election. While
Trudeau remains in office until a
successor is chosen, several
prominent figures are emerging
as potential candidates.

1. Chrystia Freeland

The former Deputy Prime Minister
and Finance Minister is seen as
a top contender. Freeland, who
played a key role in renegotiating
the USMCA trade deal and
managing Canada’s pandemic
response, recently resigned amid
tensions with Trudeau. Her
departure added pressure on

Trudeau to step down. Aformer |

journalist and Alberta native,
Freeland’s steadfast support for
Ukraine and sharp critiques of
Donald Trump have bolstered her
international reputation but also
drawn criticism.

2. Mark Carney

The former Governor of the Bank
of Canada and the Bank of
England has hinted at entering
the leadership race. Known for his
expertise in economic and
environmental policy, Carney has
been a vocal advocate for the
Liberal carbon tax and net-zero

initiatives. Although he lacks

political experience, his
background in global finance and
recent role as Trudeau’s
economic advisor position him as
a credible candidate to challenge
Conservative leader Pierre
Poilievre.

3. Anita Anand

Anand, the current Transport
Minister and former Defense
Minister, has gained prominence
for her handling of the COVID-19
vaccine rollout and reforms in the

Canadian Armed Forces. An
Oxford-educated lawyer, she is
seen as ambitious but recently
faced speculation about being
sidelined within the Liberal Party.
Her potential to connect with
suburban voters and women
could make her a formidable
choice.

4. Francois-Philippe
Champagne

The Minister of Innovation,
Science, and Industry is a well-
connected Quebec politician with

business acumen and a
reputation for energy and
enthusiasm. As a francophone
from Quebec, Champagne could
play a pivotal role in reclaiming
support in a province crucial for
federal elections.

5. Mélanie Joly

The current Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Joly has represented
Canada during high-profile
global crises, including the
Israel-Hamas conflict and
tensions with India. A former

mayoral candidate and
francophone from Montreal,
she is a close ally of Trudeau
and known for her diplomatic
finesse and ambition.6.
Christy Clark

The former Premier of British
Columbia has expressed interest
in the leadership race. Known for
balancing environmental priorities
with energy development,

Clark offers regional
representation from Canada’s
west. Her recent efforts to
improve her French-language
skills underscore her
commitment to federal politics.
The Stakes for the Liberal
Party

The Liberal Party faces a critical
decision as it seeks a leader who
can rebuild its image and reverse
declining public support. The
new leader will need to
navigate growing discontent
with Trudeau’s policies,
address pressing issues like
the economy and foreign
relations, and prepare for a
challenging race against a
surging Conservative Party.
Whoever steps into Trudeau’s
shoes will have to unify the
party, reconnect with voters,
and redefine the Liberal platform
to remain competitive in Canada’s
evolving political landscape.

Canada’s Political Crossroads: 5 Key
Questions After Trudeau’s Resignation

Prime Minister  Justin
Trudeau’s announcement of his
resignation has set Canada on
a path of political uncertainty,
raising crucial questions about
the nation’s leadership, its
electoral future, and its
relationship with the U.S.
Trudeau, citing internal
challenges and declining
support, will remain in office
until his Liberal Party selects
a new leader, a process
expected to conclude before
Parliament reconvenes in
March.

Here are five pivotal
guestions shaping Canada’s
political future:

1. When Will Key Elections
Be Held?

Canada’s next general
election was originally slated
for October 2025. However,
Trudeau’s resignation has
accelerated the timeline, with
rival parties planning to
introduce a non-confidence
vote when Parliament
resumes on March 24. An
election could be called as
early as late March, creating
a condensed timeframe for
the Liberals to elect a new
leader. The Liberal Party’'s
leadership selection process is
still undefined, adding further
urgency to the situation.

Political analysts warn that a
rushed decision could leave the
party ill-prepared to counter the
momentum of its rivals.

2. Who Are the Contenders
for Leadership?
Conservative leader Pierre
Poilievre has emerged as the
frontrunner to become
Canada’s next prime minister.
Known for his populist rhetoric
and sharp criticism of
Trudeau’s policies, Poilievre
has capitalized on Canadians’
frustrations over inflation and
housing costs.

For the Liberals, potential
successors include former

finance minister Chrystia
Freeland and Mark Carney, ex-
governor of the Bank of England
and Bank of Canada. Both are
seen as capable of
reinvigorating the party’s image,
though internal and external
challenges loom large.

New Democratic Party leader
Jagmeet Singh, who previously
allied with Trudeau, also
remains a contender, though
his polling numbers trail behind
both Poilievre and the Liberals.
3. What Are Voters’ Main
Concerns?

Economic issues, particularly
the cost of living, will dominate

the next election. Rising
housing costs, inflation, and
stagnant wages are top

concerns for Canadians.
However, foreign policy—
especially Canada’s
relationship with the U.S.—is
likely to play a pivotal role,
given recent developments
south of the border.

4. How Will Canada
Navigate U.S. Relations
Under Trump?

Incoming U.S. President Donald
Trump has reignited tensions
with Canada by threatening
tariffs and suggesting
annexation. While his remarks

about making Canada the 51st
state may seem like hyperbole,
they wunderscore deeper
challenges, such as potential
economic fallout from a 25%
tariff on Canadian exports,
which could cost the country
over a million jobs.

In December, Poilievre was
seen as the best candidate to
handle Trump, despite
comparisons between the two
populist figures. Poilievre has
publicly opposed Trump’s
annexation rhetoric, asserting,
“Canada will never be the 51st
state.”

5. What Does Trudeau’s Exit
Mean for the Liberals?
Trudeau’s departure signals a
turning point for the Liberals,
who must quickly regroup and
rebuild their platform. The party
faces a daunting task:
reconnecting with disillusioned
voters while presenting a
clear vision for Canada’s
future.

As the nation prepares for a
new chapter, the choices
made in the coming
months—by both the Liberal
Party and Canadian voters—
will determine Canada’s
political direction and its
ability to navigate challenges
both domestic and
international.
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Canadian Retail Sector Faces Closures
and Creditor Protection Amid Challenges

The new year has brought
significant turbulence to
Canada’s retail landscape, with
several well-known brands
seeking creditor protection and
announcing store closures.
Among them are Comark
Holdings Inc., which owns
Ricki’'s, Cleo, and Bootlegger, and
UCG Canada Holdings Inc., the
parent company of Frank and
Oak. Both companies are
navigating financial difficulties as
they work to restructure their
operations.

Comark, which operates 75
Ricki's stores, 54 Cleo locations,
and 53 standalone Bootlegger
outlets, announced it will shutter
all Ricki’'s and Cleo stores. Court
filings reveal the company owes
$61 million to vendors, landlords,
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which she says undermine the
brand’s appeal.

Other retailers are also grappling
with the changing market. Toys
“R” Us Canada announced the
closure of five Ontario locations
and plans to repurpose some
~ spaces toinclude play areas and
. expand the HMV brand.
Meanwhile, The Body Shop
§ Canada is reducing its footprint
{ as it prepares for a sale to
Serruya Private Equity Inc.
espite these challenges, Amlani
remains optimistic about the
overall retail industry, noting that
consumers are becoming
more cautious and
deliberate in their
purchases. With a growing
array of online and offline
shopping options,

and partners, and has been
unable to secure new
merchandise as some suppliers
have ceased shipments. Comark
attributes its challenges to a
combination of factors, including
the COVID-19 pandemic, a
ransomware attack in 2021,
supply chain disruptions, and
increased competition from fast-

fashion giants like Shein and
Temu.Frank and Oak, known for
its sustainable fashion offerings,
is also seeking creditor
protection for its 15 Canadian
stores while it explores
restructuring options. The
Montreal-based company owes
$71 million to creditors and has
faced difficulties recovering from

pandemic-related losses. Its
leadership is focusing on
preserving jobs, attracting
investors, and identifying
potential buyers to secure the
brand’s future.

Industry experts suggest that the
struggles of these retailers stem
from outdated business models
and inventory mismanagement.

Liza Amlani, co-founder of the
Retail Strategy Group, noted that
Comark’s stores feel dated, with
excessive inventory and deep
markdowns signaling a
disconnect with customer
preferences. Similarly, she
criticized Frank and Oak’s
uninspiring product assortment
and lackluster customer service,

retailers must adapt to
meet evolving customer
expectations to remain
competitive. These
developments highlight the
pressures on traditional
retailers to innovate and align
with shifting consumer
behaviors in an increasingly
crowded marketplace.

Survey Reveals Newcomer
Concerns Over Canada's
mmigration Planning

A recent CBC News survey highlights growing
concerns among newcomers to Canada
regarding the country’s immigration system.
While many are grateful for the opportunity to
settle in Canada, over 80% of respondents feel
the government is admitting too many people
without sufficient planning to support them. The
survey, conducted in November by Pollara
Strategic Insights, polled 1,507 newcomers to
understand their experiences and perspectives.

The results revealed that two in five immigrants
would consider leaving Canada, citing
challenges such as a lack of job opportunities,

housing shortages, and inadequate
infrastructure. Four in five participants believe
the influx of immigrants and international
students has outpaced the government’s efforts
to ensure adequate housing, infrastructure, and
employment opportunities. Many expressed
frustration with the lack of services needed for
newcomers to thrive, despite Canada’s
reputation as a welcoming destination. This poll
is part of Welcome to Canada, a CBC News series
that shares the immigration experience through the
voices of those who have lived it. The findings
underscore the challenges faced by newcomers and
raise questions about Canada’s long-term strategy
for managing its growing population.

Legal Cha
Trudeau'’s Pro

The Justice Centre for Constitutional
Freedoms (JCCF), along with John
MacKinnon and Lisa Lavranos, has
filed a Federal Court lawsuit
challenging Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s decision to prorogue
Parliament. The legal action
seeks to overturn the
prorogation, arguing it violates
constitutional principles and
undermines parliamentary
democracy. Prorogation, a
prerogative act of the Crown
initiated on the advice of the
Prime Minister, effectively
ends a parliamentary session
and releases members from
their duties until the next session
begins. Trudeau requested
prorogation on Monday after
announcing his resignation as leader
of the Liberal Party, enabling the
party to focus on selecting his
successor. Governor General Mary
Simon approved the request, as is
customary under constitutional
convention.

The lawsuit, referencing the UK
Supreme Court’'s 2019 decision to

enge Fi
rogatior

overturn Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s prorogation during the
Brexit crisis, calls for a judicial
declaration that Parliament has not
been legally prorogued. If successful,

i

the lawsuit could annul the
prorogation and reconvene
Parliament as early as January 27.
The plaintiffs and advocacy groups,
including Democracy Watch, argue
that the move was politically
motivated, designed to delay a likely
no-confidence vote by opposition
parties. They claim it prioritizes the
Liberal Party’s self-interest over
parliamentary accountability.

Prorogation has been a contentious

ed Against
of Parliament

issue in Canadian politics. In 2008,
then-Prime Minister Stephen Harper
requested prorogation to avoid defeat
by a coalition of opposition parties.
Trudeau himself prorogued
Parliament in 2020 amid the WE
Charity scandal. Critics say
these instances highlight how
prorogation can be exploited to
sidestep political challenges.

Legal experts note the challenge
faces significant obstacles, as
the Governor General's
acceptance of prorogation
requests is rooted in
constitutional convention.
Intervening could raise questions
about judicial overreach into
executive powers. The Federal Court
has not yet scheduled a hearing, but
the case could set a precedent for
defining the limits of executive
authority and the judiciary’s role in
constitutional matters. While the

lawsuit’'s outcome remains
uncertain, it has already ignited
debate about democratic

accountability and the proper use of
prorogation in Canadian governance.



