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ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal. Experience
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
rall), not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

#antefes qn (B &5 fEa
feeafel fSuSas & faur,cqud
da3T fedu mafad du €r mss
g3 f&3r T W3 WAt wmrust
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I3 Bet @3nfaz a9& A faar It
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A83T & Wy 2eT muatat 2faet 3
e

293 & »idl faur fa d&3™ & iy
TIST M3 MHIST &% ASTITSHST

CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

s : #5
Agut & §3ufos J9sT J1 €5F J1 2du € fen forrs € g=ge fa
e Aeet e faur fa ddsTedy @uass™ I Igadt vde,egs8 &
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3t @5t & wifgar ¥35 sEt
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A33T MI HaAE 'F 25% 2fae
BarSE T ES

U & AXIT M3 HaHtd ‘T 25
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J feng"neaea’r?fﬁrﬂ?f&aﬂ?
AT AaeT J1 29U & faor fa feo
#gat 9 fabfa feqt ent 3 <5t
faregt feg S nidter w99 g1
feaT gt 54t fgam ent & <t fagrest
f&3t aret 7 fa A9 B9 Tut et
M1t 375 € g St II HedT
Ud d9€ I8, 3 fegt €1 '3 100
yItH3 2fge sarfemT a4

it OHSTHT idT SaE T&T &4t fagr fa Add ey wHdtar -

R %3 3 ¥ e § Jarer v, a9 e &1 W

Gerem gz e forldps fegars os dtfeg
wfAgT WS 13T I 7 €8 3fg 39 ISt e AUS §
TFT 9T € AaeET J1 I8 Of <9 fertas vfen &
Ao®e =78 fegmar IRCC & Ww's aigT I fa §T mars
3 st fE9 3,300 SITPHT AT MTUS AT €T BIIFaT
& Iaet fanr weregar| S A faar I fa IRCC &
feg SR AIaTdt yafet 3 foss Jefda 9% <t HaaTd
ot ufgw @ fdn =7 f& 31 IRCC < fen & W& <
UsfSd Aafen m&TTEH mg 337 (PSAC) M3 da337
feusfene »z ferigs Ta s (CEIU) e magsT
ST aret I
Fast dear ygrfes
Yifenr A faor I fa Saatut feg a3t a9s &fgag
fortgme vHfent fEg 39 =rur 9 <t igresT J1 ferer
WMAT IIIPT @3 <t U AaeT I faffa <5t fareat fes

LIVETV

for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-

AT L J| - fhjadd

pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonuses) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com

g9t d&3T AT I, fam Bt €57 § IRCC feu
WIFAT T et g9 ff9 BwT Uer J| 39 J T A
T wWre 9 nigrtHt gt Yfafenr fg et gzt
e <t mifrmr=t Uer gdaitl IRCC & feg &at efmr
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gd=dl & iy fET J9 <9< yurs di3 Aredll € festis
»AUR & falge yamaa PSAC farrete '3 fea fanrs
EHPSACEWBTWHR@HWEW fegsz
Yug @W@Tuﬁwwmam
yggEaint A fegt HI3=Uas Aa3d ieet '3 faagg
I 95 M3 fen 5% SueT ferlds fide Jo St ee39J
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ISt IHAT FEF ST & AF 3 IHvid BT & FIAS
W@?ﬂwmwwmam@f@v
23 fedhnt Is1

contact Inf0:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
GLUBE

Ml Al

orld W llh bpﬂrts packagc ’Hm ics pr }IH{I bpurls,
Netflix,Amazon,Disney,Apple,

A3 Urret festis wrete 9 3 fewrer
IA At 9% © 5% 5% TomT 39 ©
fsrat W3 um T ToB T & WEE HIE Fow d
Instagram:IAMD]JDANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY




6 DESI TIMES WEEKLY

VOLUME 7

ISSUE #510 FRIDAY, 25 JANUARY, 2025

AfJ9t® ueh fuse
5dq Bfag f[Ses €@t 83

yet ST miefees M3 sanTseyd ueTagt & Hgean § 78
WWWUIWW@HWEWM {3
a')'ﬁm,O(ICO'HO( ()ﬂl()é'HO( 3§31' JdIddT I IS O(Id'i_-rrHO(‘e'
J| dreatt ufast <t aatit/stet feg To<t At ug G0 g=fest, &t
H39™ feg w3 We afodtat g€t At gea3t aaa fer dieait § AHes,
B M3 ¥ 994 feg femrBe € mide J© Asl ge afde-tue few
fiafer yeragt €t goH9 J1 gEd3t I9d feg F-Hae THST S TF
Ju< € G137 a4t UL | IBT U, UT3T, USTHI ST MI Ueqd-HiasH
&I IrBIT ?

fen dreatt a9 It dar HEts T gat I M3 HAt sEt (deaEE)
»rfudt mmH & 3t 31 7Y amla €t wirafad Aradar 35 9% S Hes
fasms 31 7 Hisae feg 5 Hast g9 &3t A< 3 gvat gger gt ot
J ? H&Tug € o379 $1® o7 <1 fed aua 7 faor 71 €5t <t fewar
91% & <t y39T Uer I fapdm § o&ifa €8 HI3=Yas A% AaT »3T J1
fedt o7 g 3t M3 Jearge 3 fidearge § 3¢ g AGE €7 J|
yf<S39 W& AT I@r, AHeT, T4t 3 Jie'=dl € A8 =T Sde g3 T
gfam 31 diar a<t @ a2 §ud 98 "fag 3 oAy Ta| fem €t 2 525
fa@yitea &aret feg Bargar 29 »99 W Hied dreT uret 3+ fSareT I
A<H 16 Afgd wifAd 75 fAgT 3% Hieg feemar I, grat Afget e He-
W39 3 gga7 fiur et feg e ar fagr 31 asT ‘9 99 37 200
& fEea miehfomT Aitedw 3% ATer 71 ot < dreat maT arat
Jrar 3 YAet 31 AT 3 U diedit IT6Ud, TOTEHT 3 JBATIT @ Afdd
He 34 I&| TaUd & W37 §udar e AT 53 few feg Tt fSar faar T

Afgat M3 Aem3T U3aT € fast AT 7% fsd™ & A3®H § <t 8de
HEBE M3 AfgdisT a9 fa3T | fen € Sfaee w3 yuz-fd3 evmisr
A5-g8} 73729 g4t I ygTfe3 I faur J1 AZSH, IUITSH I
Ufar3Ts gafis 277 fadted gdt 3w daer J1 f4-Jy Afgat er
WIF M3 AE3T Ut fifar At st ot meeH feg Uer 31 g2
kaﬂxueﬁgmw&—ﬁwﬁwumﬁeﬁér
HHS &1 feanrfwa‘wa’ mwgwmaeﬁgm
I faagtnt fast ffowT 7% faam agetnt 951 §arret, faas, mame
3 I BT w3 €5 3 Als I%99 100 fa& M8 WA 400 3° 800
feeg drumT/afadtsT uret et 35| BftreT Bfgd M3 Sdedtnt
€ dreT 3 Jfgdt®T utet (7 92 &8 feg Uer 9) feg Segns Hehu™
£3 d T4, 393 Ha Areait| IS1913 € AuaT 1% 9 33 -adae
fedtaT IfemT fum 31 Windt 78 =fae <t rdfona 501 99, fea sa@
afgat e Hiedr w3 399 € U 9 I I&| IS AIIG < §afem3 &t
IJ| Ul o' feg 09 A& »iA3& 30 J93 26 a9dT UaT Jer J| 5g3T
feammls’ yeat & U8 yT fagT Arer J| IS 999 <f mifmrT ravsa
BT TH! &1 37| IAT ‘T IS dreT He e 89S S St § HEls
gg féer 31 fen 3° gme fIe HoTH™aIe W3 HaTd Ho™H™ae fame AT
5| fedt T% IT-H&a 3 AgaT €7 J1 S I<d&! Halos STanTanTe
(63aT) wigHd, AVed feg 97 Bel et ffa ca Het e aeg Grfsg
35 25 afde-ige He fe3T AT J1 g3 daae feg 42 y3iHa usmfea
Jor I fao=T a5 wet 979 At BaT I ? fe M Bt T
fam feq =gar & €t 54t sfagrfenT A AgeT| feg gretaraa AT
I M3 yJ ITEtET &8 fHE 7t 9% 1St AT Aaet I

H&-H39 3 fes=r 99 793t ufaeg IamaT »Azs »iut eaat
Jredit Uer g9eT 71 oF fe fer A 9919 20 493 299 75 ; <, WAt
I IH 10 AdZ SAIPHT JT=ait U™ o9 IJ IT; 40 »JY eod ATBTET|
feg qgaT farfez gr<t &t garfe g A1 wWe, ysTg fa3T Arer J1
Hare' feg A% g3t 3 =faet, fed Ararat e AT g AieT I1 §&aH
TEtfgg w3 anfecd U3t & < et 3 7% Afient € Azt oia fesr
JI 7o "fad A% It Sfde 3 A% g3 feg I8 I6 3T 88
ﬁmn@uﬁmémﬁzwﬁl »iugT yen € digd fag
Eagwa’rarhw:ﬁ?mﬁw % gt fadt Jur Stargr set
Huret 31 few firg & &7 vt 9 gmma WH SoF & A9 F <5t
Afeee 5T € ug 91 A&1 80% wud fev fer fiz € aF Gug
wTE3 i T3t ugmit & yaT Haz &a1 are, Sufemt-Sufent §T
eaaa‘a“—cﬁlwwﬁa'ﬁrsﬁvwr Wty 3 fegrest fest, fan
m’rgugrwa‘rtﬁavﬂw,étraﬁrfeg'&’raga’rﬁrlwugww,
% & Hay €t =dt J1

Address:

140-6, Windsor Ave.
Lachine,

QC H8R1P7

Publisher

Managing Director
Editor-in-Chief
Office Admin

Design by
Videographer
Photographer

Arts Critic

Free Lance Reporter

Amarjit singh
Satnam Singh

Paul Awasthi,

el ediua

Manjeet Singh Athwal oOffice number: 514-798-1794
Manpreet Singh

MANPREET SINGH

Navjeet Sharma

Nirmal Bal GKB Media
Wendy Rockburn

Joanne Penhale

| 3t et d83T & e ks aew & afe G 7

IBST 439eH UY fene evgAaT 3TN
J1 399 fEF g T 1 »HITIT @ HE ST THeIU3T
SEBF TIU A 20 AGFIT 2025 § HBA € 47=°
THSIUST =1 AY 9 94 I&, MTUS T ITH&13d,
fsudnfea 3 I3 §3atT a5 et HAGT TS|
feg H9 I fa mivdtaT mrue € Ioiet H&a- 39
fe9 53T w3 due 9 HafAa T Aader arat
70 €HT € JATIT JI-TTEBT UTSTHT WAS M3 H'g
SHIS uTTagt @ ¥AT 3§99 31 §&37 I few
A™% 19000 UJ=™HT WH| 23V feg wAUs W3
AUBTEt € g9&T 99 € 751 §T Agder ‘3 IaAt
HAY 3 J9& Bel Ifg 39 951 fenstads, araude
AIeTaTt € fen €9 few A€ €3 HaeHg 8¢ &
mmmzﬁe—u’uaaaywwaﬁaa

@t AUSTEL T dat 3T QT Gt Ent F° I3t
ATET Ag §aTHE @A3T ‘3 25 yItz efae 5o
gqa9r; g2, @5t § »rafgg 39 ‘3 g9uE I9
g2

f&g ot 97 50t A" A6 37 € YU W34t Anfes
293, 2IU T UHGT 99 [AT S ST JI5 BT QA EF
fagrfem (e&dtsT) ¥A 3T €5t &% ay7 fegg
13T farml MUt ed RS ‘3 @R & oS AT
o7 JISd&9 afd & Iad 137l feg <t fagr fa QT
993 83T U3 =dsd d53T § fse et 3w feg
JI far yg3™ =78 @7 € yurs H3qt et fen 3°
231 39 faozt gfeq3t T Aaet I 2

TIHAS ABFT 75 YIHI T9THE mHatar &
gadeT J1 AB33T € B ABTET gITHE e festis
3% <f det J1 83T @ F Yu9 ‘I TUTT,
qTdETd, IHATT M3 MTIfEA3T T ANT fen @8
WMHITIT I1 STT eFF & FF famma gretnt W3

fer en €t e T guT fEe3t § 3 ST e iy
Wer fegt 31 mAt €F €T yay, ¥eH, €37 feg
feanr= g3 few e & Tie ugT Ji37| metat
g g wiAt feg gm0 120 ATt 3° 5 99
T IAT e EHSUIT Tt AT AT USH AT A&ST
& nataT €t g3t g @ I gE JI

yuTs W39t HBIBT € ASTIdTdT, MHITdT
YHTHS, ITgUded M3 SUTatdt & Hig =tar s
I 87 M I HfdH ‘3 fEa st 379
Y39 | 2I&T €f AYTE! § IHTUIS YI7d 9
fesTl 21 3999 1988 & JI75g5 F3TH AIHS
M| YU'S H33T HBI ST €f dmd=few udet &
169, 23ad €t f3gas utaet & 83, faQ SHgfea
yTget & 43 Atet gTiHs Jebdtl 1989 € ufa®
fes MHETaT 7% YT TUTT AT 3T 13T farim
fe€ »atar € TuTdd, I M3 wTIfET
AJETdT T et 53T OF et mafad gAST a9 F
afg fapur| et feat 71 few 99 & 35T TIU
3 fen & s1=t gur afge € ovra 3 a3t 91

ATHITHSTE AT M3 MAd JraudeeTerdt &t
H% &3t yArg=Te €t 91 »atar & <t @t fafen
ATHITHSTE YATgETEl &3t musTet 91 feg wiw
It feme greedl 996 &I1 BT 30 H'I9 1867
feg fen & M&™HaT 439 gA 3* yate fanTl 1845
feg 2amm gfenT femm| fer yrrae<t sist a9
& few @t »iy 3337 3 Ifdet I

TSI T SIIS AIATT & MHATAT &7 MU T
AIJET HAYS dd6 &l 13 fastus 3789 e
gt 43w f3nma 137 91 dig-ar& st uge™
W3 SHIB UTTdg dd< BEl 978 BT irs feg 81
fasts 37%9 , 2025-26 feg 144, 2026-27 feT
278,2027-28 fe9275,2028-29 feg 282 w3
2029-30 feg 241 fgshrs 37%9 yIg AT=dT|

Fd99 d9 d e gna ‘3 fadga aae Ia| e8dlsT
feg 23y T wa yte @ HH ‘3 ALY Anfes 2g3 &
fagr fa 7 gAY A3 gamiw ‘3 25 y3twz 2fae
Bar 9291 3T fen 578 IS ITE Mrafaa3aT sagTe
J AT=at 3T Ty & A<y few gymoq fegT fa
IEST & MHIIET BT 51T gET g€ ATST ITUteT
J1 23y gt 8 feg ot §e sat ofewm, €r &
293 & faur fa yurs i3at o g3wr 7, feg =t
€7 512 §Y T JIT9sd ¥ AgeT J1 2dU & feat
% g3 fes goie gaaTet <t

»HataT € A5 3T § e BT €t &5 yaret
I A€ mvdtar & fgfem e 3° 4 g&Tet 1776
& MraTEl T ABTS 3T 3T MHTET qetETH
IO & IBFT § MHAIAT feg IH® I €7 Her
f&3m Al 1812 feg ndtar & fgfew A fega
HIr € Mss J9 fegTl Ag 3 ufost @r & @r et
A5FE g3t ‘3 IHET J13T Bfas HT et yrat
M3 ANS 3T a9 fomT @R fas’ urfanaTst avra
A58 MUY § 9793 ‘T 1965 € IHB &8 FaH AT
fa @7 zfowe-cfose fast ¥A A™=ar, =far
nHatat aHeaust Hetis § <t g Mt fa Qo ay
feat feg AE3T ‘T ITAT IJ BT AZIHE

AJJT ‘3 UBTH M3 AT &edt Turet AT=ai|

16 ©Hgg § o fHar i3et Ais edwa € MAsTe
T g7 W gie fE3 W39t »3 QU yurs W3at
faretr a3 € mAste gie yurs 1349t <93
€ 9783 JT yITg T Iret I, g fgHetmT @
wryeT fagras Iar &9t faur ug yurs W3at ‘3
WASTET @ BET YTdet Med @gny =4 faar 7|
WfHIT 3T F96 78 AR Haat €t farest 25 3°
U 45 I < 9997 J|

WfAT 783 €976 FETEl BIS9AY & §THT
HE € Yha 3a1eds € mareTet feg aus
Waluwwaﬁm»ﬂ'kamléenw
§@?3"’¢d'c€|ueéce> Je® feg THS M S3IHE
& Hiféar st edu & qarar A=y fefent
GeTatE € Uhita 398d3 & MTUS TTHIH 5
»Hatat aat & fest Are =3t faast 9 a9s
@ ovat &3t 71

MHITET § 60 YSTHI 3B € T8 MBHd<T,
faﬂﬁezwﬁ@wgwwmem
99T o AeTHt a9eTEt 57% AT 5T IF uT
IEST @ wrHTET, HIfoT w3 feage3T e wifae
a3 85T T A5 3T e fums mHdtat TTATTST

xbu

fefaamy feg 1988 €T e39% I=T @7 feggry
T AroHE »r@eT I AT I3TTH drdefeT YU
W39t §78ts HBI ST 8" »HataT 578 ¥BT U
AUt € e ‘3 97 35 AT fsa'u'sw—crfrw
5 2367 S8 BT § MHdtaT 3% F9 ATE @T
oF &arfemT At feg €x feésT gater At fa 25
WMIIET 1988 & TIT Tafhs aHt sfam e A
foggs Itve &99 ‘3 Ha, & 48U feg 75 y3twa
&5 Fhrs T2t ot s orfs T aret A
HI6 2d&d & IfgH €976 YU H3dT &% §ar%
Fd< I¢ OF BIre fa IAT ATSt mizadt 29 fE3t,
IAt AT foew 29 fear I, IAT ATST AuSTEr
ygum3 a3t g fest 9, gaotan fegd ag &
du fe3 g5 IAT A (AE3aT §) =TT fesT J1

singhatthwal@gmail.com
manjeetatthwal@gmail.com
Mobile No. +1 (438) 500-6024

TfHITCE A=At A& SdT, ATIGH HEdT, SIS
W3 €9 sifuardt 578 TUTT W3 wWrurt AETT
g9 IIBITS I IS ST €T e & HAY3 Jd6 &7
BT <t 137 fapdT T 37 fa 3IH ATAT 578
fH® & AIdeT €t Idt 13t A7 A |

A BF AYT I FPaT &F €F3T € I W
3 0% migATg, 94 Y3z a3 5hs nidtar few
AfH® g € fusTe 951 3337 § mudtaT, g,
gtw, 793 witfe EFF 79T MTUS IEI3T AU,
3JBI, 50 € §8Y3 ITI3<I HBF 96T Iater
31 feraarets a1 Srt AA3t HAY 3 IIaT Iratet
31 g3 TTHAI3d BISafAY UeT gaat gatet I
3t fg gfey feg &t edu AT »ivdtat aHegust
d&3TE 51T gYT g T 79 5T AY AT |

Publishers Note

Desi Times and people associated with it are not responsible for
any claims made by the advertisers or endorse any of their products
or service advertised within. The views expressed in the Desi Times
don not necessarily reflect the views of the publisher and editor. Desi
Times is in the business of selling space but does not test or confirm
the legilmacy of the claim made in the paper. Desi Times dones promote
a healthy forum for discussion of a myriad of views in peaceful civilized
manner while trying to dissuade any form of discrimination and abuse.

Contribution to the growth of the paper is most appreciated and
sponsors and advertisers are trained for their support. We would like
to thanks all the well wishers and supporters of Desi Times for making
this endeavor possible. Let us be proud of our roots, humble in our
temperament and rigorous in our efforts to attain greatness in our
achievements
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Services d'embellissement féminin Ameliorez VOtre beauté

Threading, Waxing, Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, Hair Styling

Bridalland
m beautifying Services

83+ IEI3t B3uTE’ &% eHM® HA™H

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

39 =t =09 gafegy - More services soon
| SR80 | S e
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Alberta Premier's Solo Meeting with Trump
Sparks Debate on Canada's Unified Approach

Alberta Premier Danielle
Smith’s recent meeting with U.S.
President-elect Donald Trump at
his Mar-a-Lago estate has raised
concerns about the potential risks
of provinces negotiating
independently, especially in light
of Trump’s looming tariff threats.
Smith’s conversation with Trump,
described as “constructive,”
focused on the potential for
exemptions on Canadian crude oil
from the anticipated 25% tariffs
on Canadian goods. While she
emphasized the importance of the
U.S.-Canada relationship,

political analysts warn that her
solo approach might undermine
a united “Team Canada” strategy
in handling the trade dispute.
Political scientist Lisa Young from
the University of Calgary voiced
concerns about Smith’s solo
negotiation, noting that Alberta’s
pursuit of carve-outs for oil could
create divisions that weaken
Canada’s overall position. Mount
Royal University’s Lori Williams
also stressed the importance of
provincial unity in dealing with
Trump'’s tariff policies. Without a
coordinated front, Williams

argued, Canada risks becoming
more vulnerable. On the other
hand, some provincial leaders,
like B.C. Conservative Leader
John Rustad, have supported
Smith’s independent efforts,
criticizing the lack of
coordination in Ottawa. Laura
Jones, president of the B.C.
Business Council, defended
Smith’s actions, suggesting that
while not all premiers need to
meet with Trump, leveraging each
province’s unique strengths is
crucial for advancing regional
interests.

Nearly 50,000 International Students in Canada
Reported as No-Shows, Raising Concerns

Close to 50,000 international
students with study permits in
Canada were reported as “no-
shows” at the colleges and
universities where they were
supposed to study, according
to data from Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship
Canada (IRCC) for March and
April 2024. This figure
represents 6.9% of the total
international students tracked
during that period.

Compliance and Non-
Compliance Rates

Institutions are required to
report twice a year on the
enrollment status of
international students to ensure
compliance with visa
conditions. The report revealed
that while 89.8% of international
students adhered to their study
permits, 6.9% were non-
compliant, and 3.3% had
unreported statuses. India
accounted for the highest
number of non-compliant

representing 5.4% of Indian
students in Canada. Other
notable figures included China
(6.4% non-compliance), Nigeria
(10.7%), and Rwanda (48.1%).
Potential Causes and
Implications
Many no-show students are

residency rather than crossing
into the U.S., according to
Henry Lotin, a former federal
economist. However,
investigations are underway
into alleged links between
some Canadian colleges and
illegal smuggling operations

acknowledged an increase in
visa exploitation and smuggling
networks, prompting stricter
rules introduced in November

2024. Institutions that fail to
report on compliance may face
a year-long suspension from
accepting international

for Reform

Experts have highlighted
discrepancies between IRCC
figures and Statistics Canada’s
data, suggesting that the
number of unaccounted
international students may be
higher than reported. The lack
of transparency in tracking has
raised concerns about system
vulnerabilities. To combat
abuse, Winnipeg immigration
lawyer David Matas suggested
limiting applicants to Canadian-
regulated lawyers and
consultants. Meanwhile,
Conservative immigration critic
Tom Kmiec blamed government
mismanagement for the growing
issues within the immigration
system.

The Need for Urgent
Action

The report underscores the
urgent need for enhanced data
transparency, better oversight of
student visa compliance, and
stronger measures to address

students, with nearly 20,000
reported as no-shows,

74,000 Canadians have died on Hea

Since 2018, over 74,000 Canadians have died
while waiting for surgeries or diagnostic scans,
according to a report by SecondStreet.org. In the
fiscal year 2023-24 alone, at least 15,474 indi-
viduals passed away while on wait lists, a num-
ber that could double due to incomplete data from
several provinces, including Quebec, Alberta,
Newfoundland and Labrador, and Manitoba. This
alarming trend sheds light on a critical gap in
Canada’s health-care system despite record
spending levels. SecondStreet.org gathered data
from 12 health bodies across seven provinces
through Freedom of Information requests. The
findings revealed that 11,682 deaths occurred
while patients awaited diagnhostic scans, and
3,792 occurred during waits for surgeries. Some
patients faced delays of up to 14 years. While
surgical wait-list deaths decreased in Ontario
from the previous year, with 1,935 deaths in 2023-
24, thousands still died awaiting care, underscor-
ing the system’s inefficiencies. The report high-
lights the lack of systematic data tracking for
wait-list deaths across Canada. Often, such in-
formation is logged incidentally when families re-

believed to remain in Canada,
working toward permanent

facilitating cross-border
movement. The IRCC has

port a death to cancel a procedure.
SecondStreet.org calls for governments to track
and analyze these figures to improve account-
ability and address systemic failures. For in-

students.
Gaps in Data and Calls

th-Care Wait Lists St

fraud and abuse in Canada’s
international student programs.

nce 2018

stance, in Nova Scotia, 50 of 532 wait-list deaths
in 2022-23 were identified as linked to delays in
life-saving procedures such as cancer surgeries
and coronary bypasses. Patients are not only
dying while awaiting life-saving treatments like
heart surgeries but also enduring prolonged suf-
fering for procedures like hip replacements and
cataract surgeries. Chronic pain and reduced
mobility severely diminish the quality of life, leav-
ing many to pass away in distressing circum-
stances. Canada’s health-care spending reached
$372 billion in 2024, making it one of the highest
globally. However, wait times for priority proce-
dures like hip replacements and cancer treat-
ments are longer now than before the pandemic.

The report urges policymakers to dis-
close wait-list death data annually and adopt
evidence-based reforms modeled on better-per-
forming universal health systems in Europe.

This crisis calls for an urgent overhaul of
Canada’s health-care system to ensure timely
access to critical medical treatments and im-
prove the overall quality of care for all Canadi-
ans.
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Canadian Premiers Meet Trudeau to
Strategize Amid Looming Trump Tariffs

that up to 500,000 Ontarians ing more RCMP and border per- it “solid” and “phenomenal.”
could lose their jobs, neces- sonnel along the U.S.-Canada However, if the measures fail
sitating billions in government border. Expanding aerial sur- to satisfy Trump, Canada is

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau and Canada’s pre-
miers convened in Ottawa on
January 15, 2025, to address
the imminent threat of sweep-
ing U.S. tariffs promised by
president-elect Donald Trump.
The proposed 25% tariff on all
Canadian goods, expected to
be implemented shortly after
Trump’s inauguration on Janu-
ary 20, has sparked urgent dis-
cussions about safeguarding
Canada’s economy and jobs.

Trump’s Tariff Threat: A

Looming Economic Crisis

The tariffs, linked to
Trump’s demands for tighter
border security to curb illegal
drugs and migration, could
have devastating conse-
guences for Canada’s
economy. Economists warn
the tariffs could shave billions
off Canada’s GDP, jeopardiz-
ing critical industries. Ontario
Premier Doug Ford estimates

Advocates and

With smartphones now an
integral part of modern life, the
guestion of when children should
own one is sparking widespread
debate. Advocacy groups and
psychologists argue that delaying
smartphone access can
significantly benefit children’s
mental health, citing links
between early smartphone use
and rising rates of anxiety,
depression, and other negative
outcomes among youth.

The Call for Change

stimulus to stabilize the

economy.

Canada’s Border Secu-
rity Plan

In a bid to appease U.S.

concerns, Ottawa has out-

lined a robust border security

plan, which includes: Deploy-

Experts Urge a

Unplugged Canada, a newly
formed advocacy group, is urging
parents to delay giving their
children smartphones until high
school. Inspired by similar
movements like Wait Until 8th in
the U.S. and Smartphone-Free
Childhood in the U.K., the group
emphasizes that smartphones,
with their addictive designs and
accessibility to harmful content,
pose unique risks to young
minds. “Smartphones are
fueling a mental health crisis

veillance with drones and heli-
copters. Establishing 80 new
K9 units to detect drugs like
fentanyl at land crossings. Fi-
nance Minister Dominic
LeBlanc, leading Canada-U.S.
relations, previewed the plan
with Premier Ford, who called

in our children,” said Jenna
Poste, a member of Unplugged
Canada’s Nova Scotia chapter
and a long-time technology
industry professional. Poste,
who has young children,
highlighted the toll of
smartphones, including
exposure to violent content
and addiction fueled by social
media. Research on
Smartphones and Mental
Health Poste’s concerns align
with findings from psychologist

Smartphone-Free Chi

Reclaiming Assertiveness: The Lessons of
Karen Culture for Racialized Women

In a culture where assertiveness is often
mischaracterized for racialized women, Zahra
Khozema, a Toronto-based journalist, explores a
complex and provocative idea: learning from the
so-called “Karen.” For Khozema, who was raised
in a South Asian household where obedience often
took precedence over confrontation, the
stereotypical Karen—the often-ridiculed emblem
of entitlement—represents an opportunity to
reclaim confidence and demand fairness in daily
interactions. Khozema's journey highlights the
unique challenges racialized women face when
advocating for themselves. Research underscores
these difficulties; a 2022 Harvard Business School

study found that customer service often favors white
customers over Black or Asian patrons. In Canada,
similar patterns persist, with racial profiling
affecting visible minorities in banks, stores, and
other public spaces. This context makes even
minor confrontations, like correcting a coffee order,
feel daunting for many women of color. In her
reflection, Khozema acknowledges the nuances
of the Karen archetype, which ranges from extreme
entitlement to simple assertiveness. Her goal,
however, is not to adopt the toxic traits of the
stereotype but to find a balance: the ability to stand
up for her rights without being dismissed as
aggressive or uncivilized.

preparing for retaliatory ac-
tions, including tariffs on U.S.
goods such as Florida orange
juice, Kentucky bourbon, and
Pennsylvania steel. Energy
and Trade Retaliation on the
Table LeBlanc has not ruled
out halting Canadian oil ex-
ports to the U.S., a move that
could significantly impact
North American energy secu-
rity. Ontario Premier Ford also
floated the idea of restricting
energy exports to the U.S.,
which could leave 1.5 million
American households without
power, emphasizing the deep
economic interdependence be-
tween the two nations.
Alberta Premier Danielle
Smith, who recently met
Trump at Mar-a-Lago, stressed
the importance of Alberta’s oil
reserves for North American

dhood

|
Jonathan Haidt, author of The
Anxious Generation. Haidt
connects the widespread
availability of smartphones,
starting in 2010, to a sharp rise
in depression, anxiety, and
suicide rates among youth. He
advocates for several “new norms”
for a healthier childhood, including
delaying smartphones until high
school, banning social media use
before age 16, and encouraging
phone-free schools.

Although some, like
Dalhousie University
psychologist Simon Sherry,
caution against
overgeneralizing these effects,
they acknowledge the potential

f0

energy security. Despite a
constructive discussion,
Smith indicated that Trump
remains steadfast in his tariff
plans, which she believes are
driven by the U.S. trade defi-
cit with Canada. Premiers
Push Back Many premiers, in-
cluding Ford, have launched
outreach campaigns in the
U.S. to emphasize the value
of Canada-U.S. economic ties.
Ontario’s ad campaign has
highlighted the mutual benefits
of the partnership, while pre-
miers like Smith have made
direct appeals to American
leaders. Quebec Premier
Francois Legault warned that
the tariffs could trigger an “in-
flationary surge” in the U.S.,
while Saskatchewan Premier
Scott Moe advocated for main-
taining strong North American
trade relationships rather than
engaging in a damaging trade

r Mental Health

harms. Sherry highlights a
range of negative outcomes
associated with excessive
smartphone use, including
sleep disruption, anxiety, and
loneliness, while also noting
some positive aspects, such as
fostering connections with
family and friends. Growing
Movement for Delayed
Smartphone Use Since its
launch in September 2024,
Unplugged Canada has
gathered over 1,100 pledges
from parents across the country.
The movement reflects a broader
societal shift as schools in Canada
and abroad implement policies
restricting smartphone use.

Trump Dismisses Need for Canadian Exports, Experts Highlight Economic Realities

U.S. president-elect Donald Trump re-
cently claimed that the United States
doesn’t need Canadian goods, singling
out cars, lumber, and dairy, during a
news conference at his Mar-a-Lago es-
tate. However, trade experts and indus-
try figures are pushing back, emphasiz-
ing Canada’s vital role in meeting U.S.
demand for these products. In 2023,
Canadian exports to the U.S. totaled
nearly $418.6 billion USD, according to
the U.S. Census Bureau, making Canada
the country’s top trading partner. Addi-

tionally, Canada supplies over half of
the U.S.’s imported oil and 25% of its
softwood lumber, both of which are criti-
cal to American industries.
Automotive Industry Depen-
dence

Trump dismissed the need for Ca-
nadian-made vehicles, suggesting U.S.
auto production could be entirely do-
mestic. While feasible in theory, experts
argue it's economically impractical. Ca-
nadian plants, operated by Ford, Gen-
eral Motors, and Stellantis, produced

over 1.5 million vehicles in 2023, with
80% exported to the U.S. Flavio Volpe,
president of the Automotive Parts Manu-
facturers’ Association, noted that dis-
mantling cross-border supply chains de-
veloped over decades would cost bil-
lions and take years. “This isn’t some-
thing that can be done by snapping your
fingers,” said Dimitry Anastakis, a pro-
fessor at the University of Toronto. Mov-
ing operations stateside would lead to
higher costs for consumers and a po-
tential recession in the North American

auto industry.
Lumber Industry Challenges

Trump also claimed the U.S.
doesn’t need Canadian lumber, despite
25% of its softwood lumber supply com-
ing from Canada. Experts, including
forestry consultant Russ Taylor,
pointed out that U.S. mills are already
operating at 85% capacity, and in-
creasing domestic production wouldn’t
cover the shortfall. “There’s simply no
way for the U.S. to meet its lumber de-
mand without Canada,” said Taylor.
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Trump’s Vision of a "51st State":
Faces Pressure Amid U.S. Ambitions

Donald Trump, the U.S. presi-
dent-elect, has stirred contro-
versy with his rhetoric about in-
tegrating Canada into the United
States, framing it as both an eco-
nomic and geopolitical objective.
From dismissive statements
about Canada’s value to overt
suggestions of annexation,
Trump’s remarks have drawn
criticism and alarm from Cana-
dian leaders and citizens alike.

Mixed Signals from U.S.
Leadership

Trump’s stance on Canada
oscillates between derision and
desire. He has downplayed
Canada’s contributions to the
U.S., claiming, “We don’t need
their cars, lumber, or dairy,” while
lamenting trade deficits and pro-
posing tariffs on key Canadian
exports like oil and gas. Yet,
alongside these dismissals,
Trump has floated the idea of
Canada becoming the 51st state,
first as a jest and later with in-

creasing seriousness. Adding to
the tension, Republican Rep.
Brandon Gill of Texas described
Trump’s annexation rhetoric as

a compliment, suggesting Cana-
dians “should be honored” by the
offer to join the U.S. fold. These
comments have fueled concerns
about the intentions behind
Trump’s economic threats and
his broader geopolitical ambi-
tions.

Economic and Border
Pressures
Canada’s leaders have
scrambled to respond to Trump’s

w  x

escalating demands, particularly
around border security and trade.
Alberta Premier Danielle Smith
acknowledged Trump’s concerns,
with the province deploying sher-
iffs to enhance border security.
The federal government also allo-
cated $1.3 billion for border mea-

sures. However, Trump has
shifted from proposing coopera-
tion to suggesting forced eco-
nomic integration, alarming Ca-
nadian officials.
Military and Geopolitical
Overtones

While Trump has pledged to
use “economic force” rather than
military action against Canada,
the proximity of U.S. military in-
stallations like Fort Drum in New
York—just two hours from Ot-
tawa—has not gone unnoticed.
Fort Drum houses 31,000 troops,
with additional deployments
planned, raising questions about
the strategic implications of
Trump’s rhetoric. Complicating
matters, no NATO ally has offered
concrete support for Canada
against Trump’s assertions.
Even rebukes from European na-
tions like Denmark have been lim-
ited, leaving Canada isolated in
its resistance. Iran’s offer of as-
sistance, likely intended as a

Canada

provocation, highlights the lack
of substantial international back-
ing.

Lessons from the Past,
Worries for the Future
Trump’s tactics evoke

memories of his 2018 tariff war
with Canada, which eventually
ended after retaliatory mea-
sures. However, the newly
emboldened Trump of 2025 ap-
pears more determined, lever-
aging both economic threats
and political influence to re-
shape the North American dy-
namic. As Canada grapples
with these pressures, analysts
warn against dismissing
Trump’s rhetoric as bluster. His
statements about annexation,
though once framed as jokes,
now carry a tone of growing se-
riousness. For Canadians, vigi-
lance and strategic prepared-
ness may be the only safe-
guards against an increasingly
assertive neighbor.

Struggles of Newcomers: Calgary Immigrant
Considers Leaving Canada Amid Challenges

=Rrul .

Calgary from the Philippines,
is contemplating returning
home after a year and a half of
struggling to find stability in
Canada. Despite her market-
ing experience and a certificate
from the University of Calgary,
Quina has been unable to se-

cure a job in her field and now

works part-time as a server,
barely making ends meet."|
wake up, send applications,
and often break down crying,”
she shared. “Canada is not
the land of opportunity any-
more, at least for me.” Quina’s
story resonates with many

newcomers. Arecent CBC sur-
vey conducted by Pollara re-
vealed that while 80% of immi-
grants have positive experi-
ences in Canada, over 40%
would consider leaving if given
the option. Homesickness, dis-
crimination, housing chal-
lenges, and difficulty finding
guality jobs were among the
top concerns cited.

The Data Behind Depar-

ture

Statistics Canada shows
that over 15% of immigrants
leave Canada within 20 years,
with most departures occurring
in the first seven years. Skilled
immigrants, in particular, are
increasingly returning to their
home countries or moving else-
where, such as the U.S. The
Institute for Canadian Citizen-
ship emphasizes the cost of
this trend, urging systemic re-
forms to better support new-
comers in achieving success.

Impact of Economic and
Policy Changes

Robert Falconer, a migra-
tion researcher at the Univer-
sity of Calgary, highlighted
economic pressures and re-
cent policy shifts as key driv-
ers of dissatisfaction. Inflation,
the lingering effects of COVID-
19, and federal restrictions on
immigration targets and per-
mits are pushing more tempo-
rary residents, such as inter-
national students and foreign
workers, to leave. “We're likely
to see an increase in out-mi-
gration among those on tem-
porary status,” said Falconer.
He also warned that hostile
rhetoric around immigration
could further discourage new-
comers from staying.

Calgary Offers Hope for

Some

Despite these challenges,
newcomers in Calgary tend to
have better retention rates

compared to larger cities like
Toronto and Vancouver. Local
support organizations are
working to counteract the im-
pact of restrictive policies and
foster a more inclusive environ-
ment for immigrants.Quina’s
Message to Others As
Quina’s post-graduation
work permit nears expira-
tion, she’s preparing to
make a final decision. For
now, she’s using social me-
dia to share her struggles
and encourage others facing
similar hardships. “It's OK
to give up,” she said.

“Sometimes, leaving
isn't the end—it’s the begin-
ning of a new chapter.”

Her story underscores the
urgent need for systemic im-
provements to ensure that
Canada’s promise as a land of
opportunity is more than a
fleeting hope for those who
choose to call it home.

Trump Eyes Economic Emergency to Impose 25% Tariffs on Canada; What's at Stake

With U.S. president-elect Donald Trump set
to take office, his escalating rhetoric toward
Canada has sparked serious concerns about the
potential imposition of 25% tariffs on Canadian
goods. Trump has suggested declaring a
national emergency under the International
Economic Emergency Powers Act (IEEPA) to
justify these sweeping measures, linking them
to border security and drug trafficking issues.
Legal Tools in Trump’s Arsenal Greta Peisch,
former general counsel for the U.S. Trade
Representative, explained that IEEPA could
provide Trump with the authority to control
economic transactions after declaring a national
emergency. While no president has used this
statute for tariffs, Trump’s previous threats to

Mexico under IEEPA highlight its potential as a
“new tool in the tariff toolbox.” Trump’s team is
also reportedly considering other legal
mechanisms, including the Trade Act of 1974,
used for tariffs on China, and the Trade
Expansion Act of 1962, which targeted Canadian
steel and aluminum.

Canada’s Preparedness and Retaliatory

Measures

Canadian officials, including Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau and Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie
Joly, are bracing for the tariff threat. Ottawa is
preparing retaliatory tariffs on U.S. steel, ceramics,
plastics, and orange juice, emphasizing that any
new tariffs would harm American consumers and
businesses as much as Canada.
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How North America's Car
Dependency is Drlvmg Unhapplness

North America, with its
expansive highways and sprawling
suburbs, is one of the most car-
reliant regions globally. However,
this deep-rooted dependence on
vehicles is increasingly linked to
unhappiness among Americans
and Canadians, as revealed by
new research. Cars dominate life
inthe United States, with over 90%
of households owning at least one
vehicle and 87% of the population
relying on them daily. In 2023, a
record 290 million vehicles
operated across the nation’s
streets and highways. Similarly,
in Canada, car ownership is
ubiquitous, with sprawling
suburban developments and
insufficient public transit networks
making vehicle use nearly
unavoidable. While car ownership
generally boosts life satisfaction,
the study indicates that excessive
driving—defined as using a car for

more than 50% of out-of-home '
activities—negatively impacts
“Car

overall happiness.
dependency has a threshold

effect. Occasional use increases f

satisfaction, but excessive
reliance decreases happiness,”
explained Rababe Saadaoui, an
urban planning expert at Arizona
State University and lead author

of the study. The research |

highlights how stress from traffic,
reduced physical
diminished social interactions,
and the financial burden of vehicle
ownership contribute to this
dissatisfaction. Infrastructure
across North America has long
prioritized cars, with highways
slicing through urban centers,
causing congestion, air pollution,
and community fragmentation.
Policies promoting suburban
sprawl and mandatory parking
construction have eroded

Superior Propane Becomes First to
Market Renewable Propane in Canada

CAMBRIDGE, ON, /CNW/ -
an important milestone,
Superior Propane announces a
partnership with the City of
Chilliwack to shift from traditional
propane to renewable propane.
Superior made the first
renewable propane delivery to
the City of Chilliwack in
September 2024 , marking the
first step in the City’s transition
to gradually replace its
conventional propane supply
with a renewable propane
alternative for its fleet. This
initiative is part of Superior
Propane’s broader vision for
expanding the availability of low-
carbon, renewable propane in
the Canadian market. “Superior
Propane helped us demonstrate
real-world performance and
emissions reduction potential of
renewable propane.” “Our
partnership with the City of
Chilliwack represents our first
step into the renewable propane
market, and we’re proud to lead
the way in developing this

n important part of Canada’'s

energy market,” said Superior
Propane President Rick Carron .
The renewable propane supplied
by Superior Propane seamlessly
integrates into the City of
Chilliwack’s existing auto
propane fueling system. The City
plans to operate approximately
100 propane-powered units from
its fleet solely on renewable
propane. These vehicles,
spanning various brands,
classes, and engine types, serve
a range of municipal functions,
from street sweeping and snow
ploughing to other road
maintenance tasks. “Superior
Propane has helped us
demonstrate real-world
performance and emissions
reduction potential of renewable
propane while ensuring an easy
integration with our current
propane vehicles,” said City of
Chilliwack Mayor, Ken Popove .
“The transition was smooth, and our
vehicles are delivering the same
power and performance as before.”

activity, B

walkable neighborhoods and manyurban.centersstruggling to
communal spaces, making even meet the demand for efficient
short trips heavily car-dependent— public transportation, leaving

half of all car journeys in the U.S.
are under three miles. In Canada,

residents reliant on cars for
everyday tasks. Despite pledges

similar patterns emerge, with from the Biden administration to

Toronto Police Investigate Smash-and-Grab
Robbery at Scarborough Jewelry Store

Toronto police are
investigating a brazen smash-
and-grab robbery that occurred
at a jewelry store in
Scarborough’s Golden Mile

Shopping Centre on Monday

afternoon.
Robbery Details

The incident took place
around 3:30 p.m. at the shopping
centre located at Eglinton
Avenue East and Victoria Park
Avenue. Witnesses reported
that multiple suspects used
hammers to smash the glass of
a jewelry display at a Daniel
Jewellery kiosk near a dollar
store in the mall. After grabbing
the items, the suspects fled the
scene in a vehicle, heading in an
unknown direction. Witness
Accounts A neighboring store.
owner described hearing loud
banging and glass shattering
during the robbery. He
witnessed the suspects fleeing,
pursued by security personnel
and some bystanders who tried
to intervene. “It's frustrating and

scary. Innocent people are
terrified—they don’t want to see
this,” the store owner told CTV
News Toronto. He added that
he saw at least two hammers
and what appeared to be a
replica firearm among the
suspects’ tools.Investigation
Ongoing Police have yet to

invest in public transit and remove
divisive highways, U.S. federal
funding continues to favor road
expansion, with over $60 billion
allocated to roads and bridges
next year.

determine the value of the stolen
goods or confirm if anyone was
injured during the incident. The
Golden Mile Shopping Centre
remains open as authorities
continue their investigation.
Anyone with information is
encouraged to contact Toronto
police.

Ontario’s Doctor Shortage Sparks Desperate Scenes as Hundreds Line Up n Walkerton

In a stark illustration of Ontario’s healthcare
crisis, more than a thousand residents of
Walkerton, a small town in Bruce County,
braved frigid temperatures on January 15, 2025,
in hopes of securing a spot on the patient list
for a new family doctor. The event, hosted at
the local Royal Canadian Legion, saw lines
forming as early as 2 a.m., with only 500
openings available.

A Healthcare Crisis in Rural Ontario
Walkerton's newest doctor, Dr. Mitchell Currie,
is one of the few physicians setting up a
practice in a rural community where primary
care is scarce. The town’s residents expressed
relief and frustration, reflecting on years spent
without a family doctor. Many attendees, like
Jacqueline Simoes, had relied on emergency
departments for basic care, enduring long waits

for prescription refills and referrals. “The fact
that there are so many of my neighbors and
friends without a family physician speaks
volumes about our healthcare system,”
Simoes said.
Desperation and Competition

For many, securing one of the coveted 500
patient slots felt akin to winning the lottery.
Dave and Cheryle Barns, who arrived hours
before dawn, celebrated being second and third
in line. Meanwhile, others like Rula Smith
faced additional challenges. Smith stood in the
cold while her husband, unable to navigate icy
streets in a wheelchair, waited in their car. This
scene is not unique to Walkerton. According
to the Ontario Medical Association (OMA), 2.5
million Ontarians lack access to a family
doctor, up from 1.8 million in 2020.
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Toronto Police Inspector Temporarily Demoted
Over Nephew’s Collision Investigation

Toronto Police Inspector Joyce
Schertzer has been demoted to the rank
of staff sergeant for nine months follow-

ing disciplinary action over her involve-
ment in a collision investigation involv-
ing her nephew. The penalty was an-
nounced on Monday by retired OPP Su-
perintendent Lisa Taylor during a disci-
plinary tribunal hearing.
Misconduct and Investigation
Details
The incident occurred on May 1, 2022,
when Schertzer’'s nephew crashed his
pickup truck into a city-owned utility pole
on Lake Shore Boulevard. Tribunal docu-
ments revealed that Schertzer, while on
duty at 11 Division, arranged for an of-
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ficer from her division to respond to the
crash, bypassing standard protocols.
Schertzer also attended the scene in per-

son, later claiming she mistakenly be-
lieved the collision occurred within 11
Division’s jurisdiction. The officer inves-
tigating the collision allowed Schertzer’s
nephew, a G2-licensed driver, to leave
the scene within 10 minutes. This expe-
dited process left no opportunity to as-
sess whether alcohol could have been a
contributing factor, though there was no
evidence of impairment. Schertzer de-
fended her actions, stating she observed
no signs of alcohol use in her nephew.
Tribunal Findings and Rationale The tri-
bunal found Schertzer guilty of discred-
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itable conduct and neglect of duty, em-
phasizing that her actions could be per-
ceived as favoritism toward family mem-
bers. Taylor noted that
the public would expect
high-ranking officers to
uphold stricter standards
of conduct, adding that
Schertzer’'s decision to
turn off her body-worn
camera for a private con-
versation with the inves-
tigating officer would
likely “shock” the aver-
age citizen. While the tri-
bunal acknowledged
Schertzer’s positive 30-
year policing career and
impressive letters of sup-
b port from colleagues, it
also criticized her for fail-
ing to recognize that her
j actions were inappropri-
- ate. Taylor concluded
that the incident caused reputational
harm to the Toronto Police Service.
Penalty and Future Reinstatement
Schertzer’s demotion is temporary, and
she will return to her rank as inspector
after the nine-month period. Despite the
media scrutiny and misconduct allega-
tions, Taylor commended Schertzer for
her continued dedication to the police
service. However, the tribunal stressed
that the incident underscored the need
for accountability, even among senior
officers, to maintain public trust in law
enforcement.

Analyst Warns of Escalating
Threats a Trump Targets

Canadals Sovereignty
r, |

-

As U.S. President-elect
Donald Trump intensifies his
rhetoric against Canada,
suggesting economic and
political aggression, a
prominent U.S. analyst
warns of dangerous develop-
ments that demand urgent
attention. David Frum, a
writer for The Atlantic and
seasoned observer of U.S.
politics, believes Trump’s
bold threats against
Canada’s economy and sov-
ereignty signal a brewing
crisis. Speaking to
Mercedes Stephenson on
The West Block, Frum dis-
missed Trump’s repeated
musings about making
Canada a U.S. state as im-
probable but cautioned that
they indicate an underlying
agenda of hostility. “There’s
something dangerous brew-
ing that you need to pay at-
tention to,” Frum said, em-
phasizing the need for
Canada to prepare for poten-
tial aggression.
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Three Immigrant Success Sories Highlight Opportunities
In Saskatchewan Amid Retention Challenges

Despite ongoing struggles to retain new-

I“

-
13
comers, Saskatchewan remains a land
of opportunity for those willing to work
hard and dream big. Three immigrant en-
trepreneurs—tailor Robel Fessehaye
Firay, car wash owner Asutosh Patel, and
trucking business founder Gurpreet
Singh—showcase the enduring promise

of the Canadian dream in the province.

From Refugee to Entrepreneur:

Robel Fessehaye Firay’'s Journey
Fifteen years ago, Robel Fessehaye Firay
arrived in Canada as a refugee from
Eritrea with little more than hope. Start-

ing as a janitor and sewing assistant, Firay

saved enough money to launch his own
tailoring business, Tina’s Tailoring Service,
in Saskatoon. Now the proud owner of
three tailoring shops, he credits his suc-
cess to determination and his desire to
carry on his family’s tailoring legacy. Firay
is now giving back by training others at
the Global Gathering Place, a Saskatoon
community organization. Building a Dream:
Asutosh Patel’'s Entrepreneurial Spirit Af-
ter immigrating to Saskatchewan in 2019
through the Saskatchewan Immigrant
Nominee Program, Asutosh Patel worked

tirelessly at a 7-Eleven to save for his
dream of business ownership. Today, he
owns Orange Car Wash, overcoming chal-
lenges like inflation and high interest rates
to turn his vision into reality. While Patel
acknowledges the frustrations faced by
professionals struggling to find work in their
fields, he sees Saskatchewan’s lower
cost of living as a key factor in his ability
to succeed. Driving Success: Gurpreet
Singh’s Rise in the Trucking Industry
Gurpreet Singh came to Canada as an
international studentin 2018 and eventu-
ally settled in Saskatchewan, where he
found a job that helped him gain perma-
nent residency. Determined to pursue his
dream of entrepreneurship, Singh started
his trucking business with a single truck.
Now, with 12 trucks in operation, Singh
credits Saskatchewan’s affordability and
resemblance to his native Punjab’s flat
fields for making the province feel like
home. He remains committed to staying
and growing his business in the region.

Challenges in Retaining Newcomers
Despite these inspiring success stories,
Saskatchewan faces challenges in retain-
ing immigrants. Arecent CBC survey found
that nearly two-fifths of immigrants are con-
sidering leaving their initial province of settle-
ment, with Saskatchewan showing particu-
larly high mobility rates. Statistics
Canada data reveals that only half of the im-
migrants who arrived in Saskatchewan in 2017
were still there five years later, the sharpest
decline among all provinces.
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Mark Carney Signals
Leadership Bid as Liberal
Leadership Race Narrows

The race to replace Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau as Liberal
Party leader is intensifying as high-
profile figures make their
decisions. Former Bank of
Canada governor Mark Carney is
poised to join the contest, with his
campaign team confirming his
intentions to launch a leadership
bid. Former B.C. premier Christy
Clark also expressed serious
consideration but voiced
disappointment over the short
timeline for the race during an
interview with CBC Radio’s “The
House.”

Over the weekend, several
prominent cabinet ministers
announced they would not enter
the race. Labour Minister Steven
MacKinnon and Transport and
Internal Trade Minister Anita Anand
joined Finance Minister Dominic
Leblanc and Foreign Affairs
Minister Mélanie Joly in opting to
focus on their current roles.
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GM Canada Leads 2024 Sales with Record

EV Growth an _Oshawa—l\/lde Trucks

General Motors Canada has
secured its position as the top-
selling automaker in Canada for
the second consecutive year,
thanks to strong sales of electric
vehicles (EVs) and gas-powered
models, particularly Oshawa-
built trucks. The company sold
294,315 vehicles in 2024, an
11.9% increase, capturing
15.4% of the Canadian market.
Record-Breaking EV Sales GM
Canada had its best year yet for
EV sales, driven by the release
of four new models: the
Chevrolet Equinox EV, Cadillac
Escalade IQ EV, Chevrolet
Silverado EV, and GMC Sierra
EV. These new additions
bolstered GM’s position as a
leader in Canada’s growing EV
market, despite slower-than-
expected adoption as the
country transitions to an all-

electric future by 2035.
Continued Strength in
Gas-Powered Vehicles
Gas-powered vehicles also
performed exceptionally well,
with small SUV sales rising 12%
compared to the previous year.
Both Cadillac and GMC
recorded their highest total sales
in Canadian history,
contributing to GM Canada’s
overall success. Sustained

Growth and Outlook for 2025 .

GM Canada ended 2024 with

ten consecutive quarters of |

growth, a testament to the

company’s strong market B
presence and strategy. Shane §

Peever, GM Canada’s Vice
President of Sales, Service,

and Marketing, highlighted the |

company’s momentum, stating,
“It was another banner year for
GM Canada leading the industry
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with 15.4% share and closing in

growth in 2025.” With a robust

Canada is well-positioned to
on the top spot for EV sales in lineup of vehicles and continued maintain its leadership in the
Canada. We are poised for expansioninthe EV market, GM coming year.

Community Leaders Call for Action

on Missing Black Boys in GTA

>

>

Concern is mounting among
community leaders in the
Greater Toronto Area (GTA) over
the number of missing Black
boys, prompting calls for urgent
action and accountability. The
Brampton Black Empowerment

N

'# =
Unit hosted a town hall last week
to address the issue, following
viral social media posts
highlighting the cases of missing
youth.
Community Concerns and
Call for Answers

Andre Fullerton, an advisor
with the Black Empowerment
Unit, voiced alarm over the lack
of clarity surrounding these
disappearances. While recent
insights from police services
suggested these youths were
not being abducted, Fullerton
stressed the need for research
to understand why so many
young people are leaving their
homes. “Knowing they weren't
being taken or abducted eased
some concerns, but it raises
other questions,” said Fullerton.
“We need to understand the root
causes behind their departures.”

Petition for Increased
Attention

Toronto multimedia producer
Shana McCalla launched a
petition in December urging
greater public, police, and media
focus on the issue. The petition,
nearing 50% of its 5,000-
signature goal, calls for law
enforcement to prioritize these
cases, media outlets to amplify
their stories, and public

resources, such as Amber Alerts,
to be used effectively. “If we do
nothing, we risk losing these
boys forever,” the petition reads.
McCalla pointed out that
reports of missing boys seemed
to surge around the holidays,
fueling concerns about
systemic issues and overlooked
causes.
Police Response and
Data

Toronto Police Service
(TPS) acknowledged the
community’s concerns while
clarifying that 96% of missing
persons cases are resolved. Of
the 200 youths aged 12 to 17
reported missing in Toronto in
2024, 110 were Black.
Currently, four Black boys
remain missing: 17-year-old
Makhei, 15-year-olds Malachi
and Caleb, and 13-year-old
Kyman. TPS Senior
Communications Advisor
Nadine Ramadan emphasized
the police’s commitment to
locating these youths and

ensuring their safety, stating,
“Even one missing youth is too
many.” Peel Regional Police
and Durham Regional Police
also participated in the
discussions, with Peel officials
affirming their support for
investigations across regions.
Durham police confirmed two
unrelated missing boys in their

jurisdiction.
Upcoming Community
Meetings
The Brampton Black

Empowerment Unit plans to
hold additional town halls to
address the issue and seek
solutions.

The next meetings are
scheduled for January 16 at
Revival Time Tabernacle in
North York and January 23 at
Brampton City Hall. Community
leaders, advocates, and law
enforcement continue to call for
collaboration to address the
underlying causes of these
disappearances and ensure the
safety of all youth in the GTA.

Toronto Mayor Olivia Chow Proposes 6.9% Tax Hike to Fund Enhanced Services

Toronto Mayor Olivia Chow unveiled
her proposed 2025 budget, which
includes a 6.9% property tax increase
aimed at improving public services and
addressing the city’s financial challenges.
The increase comprises a 5.4% property
tax hike and a 1.5% city-building fund levy,
translating to an additional $5.50 per week
for the average homeowner.

Funding Priorities for 2025

Chow emphasized that the proposed
budget prioritizes public transit,
emergency services, affordable housing,
and enhanced community amenities. Key
improvements include: Public Transit:
More reliable and frequent TTC service.
Libraries and Pools: Extended hours for

libraries and public pools, particularly
during summer months. Housing and
Tenant Protections: Increased spending
on affordable housing programs and
measures to protect tenants. Emergency
Services: Expanded funding for policing
and emergency response. “This proposed
budget will mean change in Torontonians’
lives today,” Chow said, acknowledging
the financial pressures faced by
residents amid rising living costs. Recent
Tax Hikes and Financial Challenges The
2025 tax hike follows a historic 9.5%
increase last year and a 7% rise in 2023,
resulting in a cumulative 24% increase
for municipal taxpayers over three years.
Despite the previous hikes, the city

continues to face significant fiscal
pressures, including a $1.2 billion
“opening pressure” to maintain current
service levels. Toronto is legally required
by Ontario law to present a balanced
budget by February, meaning it cannot
run a deficit.
Budget Breakdown and Long-
Term Plans

The proposed budget includes $18.8
billion in operating expenses and
outlines a record-breaking 10-year
capital plan with nearly $60 billion in
planned spending, much of it directed
toward addressing the city’s significant
state-of-good-repair backlog.

Highlights of the budget include:

Toronto Police Services: A $46.2
million increase in funding, recently
approved by the Toronto Police Services
Board. Toronto Transit Commission:
Continued fare freezes and funding for
new LRT lines on Eglinton and Finch,
set to open later this year. Traffic
Management: A $3 million allocation for
hiring additional traffic agents to manage
congestion at busy intersections. Public
Consultations and Next Steps The city
conducted public consultations and
surveys last October to gather feedback
on budget priorities. The initial proposal
released Monday is expected to undergo
revisions before council votes on the
finalized budget in mid-February.
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The Cost of the Canadian Dream: Immigrants Face Mounting Challenges

Once seen as a beacon for
immigrants seeking stability
and opportunity, Canada is
increasingly viewed as an
expensive and often
unattainable destination for
newcomers. Stories like those
of Iranian couple Hamed
Heydarzadeh and Mansooreh
Fereidooni highlight the
difficulties many face in
achieving permanent residency
(PR) and the emotional and
financial toll of navigating
Canada’s evolving immigration
policies.

A Frustrating Journey for

Permanent Residency

Heydarzadeh and
Fereidooni moved to Canada in
2020, leaving behind their
assets and careers in Iran for a
chance at a better life. Five
years and $50,000 later, their
path to PR remains uncertain.
Delays, policy changes, and
complications related to
Heydarzadeh’'s mandatory
military service in Iran have left
the couple in limbo. With his
employer set to close,
Heydarzadeh’s PR application
hangs in the balance, forcing
him to consider moving to

s

another country. The Financial
Burden of Immigration Many
newcomers echo similar
sentiments, citing high costs
and limited opportunities. A
CBC-commissioned survey
revealed that two-thirds of
immigrants felt the cost of
immigrating to Canada was

excessive and underestimated.
The tightening of immigration
policies, including a 21% cut to
2025 targets, has further
intensified competition, leaving
many feeling trapped in a
system that promises more
than it delivers. Sacrifices and
Disillusionment International

students like Aryan Panchal
have spent years and
significant sums pursuing
education in Canada, only to
face limited job prospects and
uncertainty about their future.
Panchal, who has spent over
$100,000 on tuition, has had to
cut back on basic necessities

Understanding the U.S. Military Presence

Alberta Premier

Alberta Premier Danielle
Smith visited U.S. president-elect
Donald Trump at his Mar-a-Lago
residence on Saturday to
discuss economic and trade
issues, including Trump’s recent
threats of imposing 25% tariffs on
Canadian goods. In a social
media post on Sunday, Smith
described the meeting as “friendly
and constructive,” emphasizing
the mutual importance of the
U.S.-Canada energy relationship.

Advocating for Energy
and Security

During the meeting, Smith
highlighted the role Alberta’s
energy exports play in supporting
hundreds of thousands of
American jobs. She also engaged

Dame

in discussions with members of
Trump’s incoming administration
and allies, expressing optimism
about their shared support for
strong energy and security ties
between the two countries. This
visit comes amid heightened
tensions following Trump’s tariff
threats, which are tied to
demands for stricter measures
on illegal immigration and drug
smuggling. Alberta has already
responded with a $29 million plan
to establish a border patrol unit
equipped with officers,
surveillance drones, and
narcotics analyzers.
Wider Canadian
Response
Other provincial leaders are

g Sm|th Meets Dona

While there are no permanent
U.S. military bases in Canada
today, 156 active-duty U.S.
military personnel are currently
deployed in the country,
reflecting the deep and
collaborative defense relationship
between Canada and the United
States. This arrangement
supports joint efforts like NORAD
and other military exchange
programs essential to North
American security.

The majority of U.S. troops
in Canada serve under the North
American Aerospace Defense
Command (NORAD), a
binational organization
responsible for monitoring and
defending against aerial threats.
U.S. personnel work alongside
Canadians at bases in North

also addressing Trump’s threats.
Ontario Premier Doug Ford has
criticized the proposed tariffs in
international media, calling them
unrealistic, and has proposed a
renewed energy alliance between
Canada and the U.S. Both
Ontario and Manitoba have
introduced enhanced border
security measures to address
Trump’s concerns.

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, in an interview with NBC,
dismissed Trump’s comments
about making Canada the 51st
state as a distraction from the
real issue: the economic impact
of proposed tariffs. Trudeau
stressed that such tariffs would
harm both Canadian and

Bay, Ontario, and Winnipeg,
Manitoba. Additionally, American
military personnel fulfill various
roles, including: Serving as
defense attachés at the U.S.
embassy in Ottawa. Studying at
Canadian military colleges.
Collaborating with Canadian
forces across the country. This
partnership is part of
longstanding exchange
programs that have existed since
World War 1l and the Cold War,
fostering interoperability
between the two nations.
Recent remarks by U.S.
President-elect Donald Trump
about using “economic force” to
absorb Canada into the United
States have drawn attention.
However, experts widely
dismiss these statements as

like food to make ends meet.
His brother Shivam is also
struggling to secure PR,
highlighting the systemic
barriers newcomers face.
Broken Promises and Difficult
Choices For some, the
Canadian dream has come at
a steep price. Ankit and Akash,
a same-sex couple from India,
sought freedom and acceptance
in Canada but now grapple with
financial hardships and a
diminished quality of life.
Despite the challenges, many
immigrants are hesitant to
return to their home countries,
fearing wasted investments and
lost opportunities.
A System in Crisis

Experts and advocates
point to systemic issues within
Canada’s immigration system,
including backlogs, unclear
pathways to residency, and
insufficient support for
newcomers. Political science
professor Phil Triadafilopoulos
notes that the struggles faced
by immigrants are part of a
broader societal issue, with
the Canadian dream
increasingly out of reach for
many.

In Canada

rhetoric rather than a reflection
of policy. “Canadians should be
no more worried than
Europeans are about the tens
of thousands of U.S. troops
stationed in Germany,” said
Carleton University political
scientist Aaron Ettinger. The
presence of U.S. troops in
Canada, he emphasized, is a
normal part of a robust defense
partnership. The U.S.-Canada
defense partnership is among
the most integrated in the world.
Canadian military members
also serve in the U.S. military
in various roles, such as a
Canadian rear admiral currently
acting as vice-commander of the
U.S. Navy's East Coast and
North Atlantic fleet.

d Trump to Address Tariff Concerns

ALBERTA

American consumers, who Would
face higher costs for electricity,
oil, and gas. Smith’s Diplomatic
Approach Smith’s meeting drew
mixed reactions, with political
scientist Lori Williams noting that
while such visits can be effective

when advocating for Canada’s
interests, focusing solely on
Alberta could risk alienating other
provinces and weaken Canada’s
position overall. Smith, however,
insists her efforts are aimed at
benefiting all Canadians.



22 DESI TIMES WEEKLY VOLUME 7 ISSUE #510 FRIDAY, 25 JANUARY, 2025

TikTok Ban in the U.S.: What It Means for
Canadian Users and the Future of Data Security
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potential of platforms like TikTok. A ban in the U.S. For example, Strava, a popular fitness app, inadvert- :
could set a precedent, potentially prompting Canada  ently revealed the locations of U.S. military bases in |
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As the U.S. Supreme Court deliberates on the
constitutionality of a federal TikTok ban, Canadian users
are left wondering if their government will follow suit. The
potential ban, setto take effect on January 19 unless
TikTok's parent company ByteDance sells its U.S.
assets, has reignited discussions on national
security and data privacy in Canada.

The U.S. TikTok Ban: What's Happening?

The TikTok ban, passed into law in April 2024,
was included in an aid package supporting
Ukraine, Israel, and Taiwan. American lawmakers
argue that ByteDance, TikTok’s China-based
parent company, could be compelled to share
user data with the Chinese government under
China’s National Intelligence Law. TikTok denies
these claims and has vowed to fight the ban in
court, calling it an unconstitutional overreach.

Ifimplemented, the ban would remove TikTok from
app stores like Apple’s and Google’s, preventing new
downloads in the U.S., while existing users could still
access the app. Additionally, internet hosting services
would be barred from supporting TikTok.

How Could This Affect Canadian Users?

In Canada, TikTok was banned from government-
issued devices nearly two years ago, citing similar
national security concerns. While the app remains
accessible to the general public, a U.S. ban could
influence Canadian policy. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
has emphasized prioritizing the privacy and security of
I_Canadians, while also acknowledging the innovative

Rents dropping across Canada
as B.C. capital bucks the trend
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to reevaluate its stance. Vass Bednar, a digital policy ~ Syria. This underscores the importance of scrutiniz-
ing how all apps handle user data, not just those tied

to foreign entities.

Canadian Influencers and Economic Impact

A Canadian TikTok ban could disrupt the liveli-
hoods of influencers who rely on the platform for
their reach and income. While the federal govern-
ment conducted a national security review of
TikTok, Industry Minister Frangois-Philippe Cham-
pagne previously downplayed the risks for every-
day users.

Bednar also highlighted a contradiction in Ca-
nadian policy: despite banning TikTok from gov-
ernment devices, the government spent over a mil-
lion dollars advertising on the platform between
2022 and 2023.

Data Security Beyond TikTok

Experts warn that a TikTok ban could create a false
sense of security. Bednar explained that other plat-
forms, including U.S.-based social media apps, often
employ similarly aggressive data collection practices.
Addressing these systemic issues requires compre-
hensive privacy reforms and transparent data policies,
rather than focusing solely on individual companies.
As the U.S. moves closer to a TikTok ban, Canada
faces critical decisions about balancing innovation,
national security, and data protection. Whether or not |
Canada follows its neighbor’s lead, the conversation |
around TikTok highlights the need for stronger data |
privacy measures across all digital platforms. |

expert,

noted that Canada often aligns its actions with the
U.S. in such matters, making a similar ban likely if
TikTok remains a security concern.

The Broader Implications of a Ban

Experts caution that banning TikTok alone won't
resolve broader issues of data security. Social media
platforms worldwide, including U.S.-based apps, col-
lect vast amounts of user data with limited transpar-
ency. Philip Mai of Toronto Metropolitan University’s
Social Media Lab argues that the focus should shift
to strengthening cybersecurity and privacy policies
rather than targeting individual platforms.

Even seemingly harmless apps, such as fithess
trackers, have unintentionally exposed sensitive data.

Renters in Canada may welcome
news of declining average rents, but
those eyeing Victoria may face a
different reality. The average asking rent
for residential properties across Canada
dropped by 3.2 per cent in 2024, falling
to $2,109 in December, according to
Rentals.ca’s January 2025 Rent Report.
This marks a 17-month low and the first
annual decline since 2020, when rents
decreased by 5.4 per cent during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

December 2024 marked the fifth
consecutive month of rent declines.
Between September and December of
last year, average asking rents fell by
3.8 per cent, indicating a steepening
decline for rents heading into 2025.
(Rentals.ca) This news may come as
refreshing for renters as the report notes
that rents in recent years had grown by
8.6 per cent in 2023 and 12.1 per cent
in 2022. In British Columbia, the
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average asking rent for apartments
dipped by 0.5 per cent to $2,487,
marking the second consecutive year of
declines after a 1.4 per cent decrease
in 2023.Giacomo Ladas, associate
director of communications at
Rentals.ca, attributes the trend to
additional housing supply entering the
market, helping to alleviate the long-
standing national housing crisis. “There's
been a multi-decade high in apartment
completions,” said Ladas. “We've seen
a lot of supply come into the market,
which is probably the number one
reason why the rents are going down.”
Another factor, Ladas added, may be
linked to a country-wide slowdown in
population growth subsequently leading
to a decreasing demand for rental units.

He added that these figures could also
be indicative of a shift in renter’s
preferences amid challenging economic
times. “People are now prioritizing
affordability much more than
accessibility, and they are just not
prioritizing living in these downtown
metro cores as much where rentis ata
premium. We're seeing a lot of
interprovincial migration [and] we're
seeing people go to secondary or tertiary
markets.” Vancouver, still topping this
year’s list as Canada’s most expensive
rental market, saw a 5.8 per cent
decline, marking its second consecutive
year of decreases. “People are frankly
moving out [of Vancouver],” said Ladas.
“Property managers and developers are
adding a lot more moving incentives to

their rental units to try to get people into
their buildings.” Despite the national
downward trend, Victoria continues to
see rent increases across all unit types.
The average rent in the city reached
$2,362 at the end of 2024, reflecting a
three per cent overall increase. Studio
apartments saw an eight per cent rise,
while two-bedroom units jumped four per
cent. This may be attributed to the city’s
bullish employment market, which
outperformed both B.C. and Canada
at the end of 2024, Ladas
said.“Unlike other areas across the
country, Victoria's unemployment
rates have been pretty low. [This]
really affects the cost of rent, how
much money people have and how
much people can ask for.”Ladas also

noted that vacancy rates in the cap|tal
city, which are higher than in Vancouver,
have reached their highest level since
2013, quoting the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation. The addition of
brand new apartments to the rental
market naturally drives up the city’s
averages, explained Ladas, noting this
trend is “reflective of a healthier rental
ecosystem.” “Demand is still pretty
high, but there has been an influx of new
rental units that have increased the
amount of options people have.” The
report concluded that B.C. and Ontario
continued to have the highest average
rents nationwide. Meanwhile, Manitoba
recorded the largest annual rent
increase among provinces, with a 5 per
centrise to $1,618.
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Trudeau Vows Strong and Fair
Response to Looming Trump Tariffs

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau has pledged a united
and proportional response to a
proposed 25% tariff on Cana-
dian goods by U.S. President
Donald Trump, while leaving all
options open, including poten-
tial energy export cuts. Speak-
ing after a meeting with
Canada’s premiers in Ottawa
on January 15, Trudeau em-
phasized the need for a collec-
tive approach that does not dis-
proportionately burden any re-
gion of the country.

Premiers Divided Over
Energy Retaliation

The meeting revealed sig-
nificant divisions among
Canada’s premiers. Alberta
Premier Danielle Smith op-
posed energy export cuts,
warning such measures could
harm her province’s economy.
Smith, who attended the meet-

ing virtually, did not sign onto
the federal government’s plan
and has aligned herself with
Trump’s administration, at-
tending his upcoming inaugu-
ration. In contrast, Ontario Pre-
mier Doug Ford supported a

firm retaliatory stance, advo-
cating for “tough retaliatory tar-
iffs” and emphasizing national
unity. Saskatchewan Premier
Scott Moe also voiced con-
cerns, labeling a broad-based
tariff war as counterproductive.
Meanwhile, Newfoundland and
Labrador Premier Andrew
Furey and Quebec Premier
Francois Legault called for a
strategic and proportional re-
sponse to Trump’s tariffs.
Trump’s Tariff Threat
and Canada’s Position
The U.S. tariff proposal,
linked to demands for tighter
Canadian border security, has
raised alarm among Canadian
leaders and businesses. The
tariffs could target sectors like
Ontario’s auto manufacturing,
an issue Trudeau highlighted
during the meeting. Canada’s
retaliatory measures during

Trump’s first term included
$16.6 billion in tariffs, but this
new threat is expected to have
broader implications. Trudeau
stated his support for dollar-
for-dollar retaliatory tariffs but
stressed the priority is to pre-
vent the tariffs altogether. He
also hinted at potential energy
embargoes, a measure Ford
has endorsed but Smith has
rejected. Economic Fallout
and Business Concerns Ca-
nadian businesses have ex-
pressed deep concerns about
the potential impact of a trade
war. The Canadian Manufac-
turers and Exporters (CME)
group warned that U.S. tariffs
would severely disrupt supply
chains, weaken Canada’s in-
dustrial base, and threaten
thousands of jobs. The Cana-
dian Federation of Indepen-
dent Business (CFIB) echoed

these fears, warning that tar-
iffs could force two-thirds of
small businesses to raise
prices, further straining con-
sumers. Both organizations
have called for government in-
tervention, including tariff relief,
investment incentives, and re-
ducing regulatory burdens to
keep Canadian businesses
competitive.
Calls for Broader Col-
laboration

NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh
has urged the government to
take a more inclusive approach
by involving federal party leaders,
Indigenous organizations, labor
unions, and industry stakehold-
ers in discussions. Singh sug-
gested halting critical mineral ex-
ports to the U.S. as a retaliatory
measure, arguing it would pres-
sure Trump to reconsider the tar-
iffs.

Amazon to Close Seven Quebec Warehouses,

Eliminating 1,700 Jobs Amid Unionization Controversy

Amazon has announced the closure of
all seven of its warehouses in Quebec within
the next two months, resulting in the loss of
approximately 1,700 full-time positions and
250 temporary jobs in the Montreal area. The
decision, according to Amazon, follows a
“recent review” of its operations and is in-
tended to offer “more savings” to customers
over the long term. The closures include a
fulfillment center, two sorting facilities, three
delivery stations, and an AMXL center han-
dling large shipments like furniture and tele-
visions. Amazon plans to revert to its pre-

2020 model in Quebec, relying on third-party
delivery companies to handle logistics in the
province.

Amazon spokesperson Barbara Agrait
stated that the decision was not taken lightly,
and the company will provide impacted em-
ployees with up to 14 weeks of pay and tran-
sitional benefits, including job placement re-
sources.

Unionization Tensions Emerge

The closures have sparked accusations
that Amazon’s decision is tied to efforts to
suppress unionization. In May 2024, approxi-

mately 240 workers at a Laval warehouse
became the first Amazon employees in
Canada to unionize. Amazon unsuccessfully
contested the union’s right to represent work-
ers, losing the case in a provincial labor tri-
bunal in October. Caroline Senneville, presi-
dent of the union involved in organizing ef-
forts, described the closures as “a slap in
the face for all Quebec workers” and accused
Amazon of anti-union retaliation. She stated
that the move directly contradicts provisions
of Quebec’s Labour Code and pledged to take
a firm stand against the company’s decision.

Vinay Cement Limited defrauds Malaysian
investor of US$100,000 through Indian shares

Toronto: The Indian stock market has
witnessed several scams over the years,
with the Harshad Mehta scam being the
most infamous, resulting in massive fi-
nancial losses and even suicides. How-
ever, many other fraudulent incidents
have affected thousands of investors. One
such scam involved Virinder Singh, son
of Manmohan Singh, whose company
Messrs. Foods of the Orient Private Lim-
ited is based at 135, Cecil Street No.
02-03, LKN Building, Singapore 0106.

In 1987, Vinay Cement Limited
launched its equity shares at INR 10 per
share in the Indian stock market. The

company's promoters contacted Virinder
Singh, encouraging him to invest
US$100,000 at INR 10 per share. This
amount was transferred to Vinay Cement
Limited through NZI Merchant Bank,
Singapore, with the necessary approv-
als from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
under its R29 regulation. As part of this
investment, the company issued a share
certificate (folio number 000081) to
Varinder Singh, recognizing him as a pro-
moter of Vinay Cement Limited.

In return for the investment, Vinay
Cement Limited allotted 148,929 equity
shares to Virinder Singh on December

15,1987, at INR 10 per share. Addition-
ally, on January 13, 1987, Major Gen-
eral (Retd.) Paramijit Singh Saghera was
appointed as a nominated director on
Vinay Cement Limited's board to over-
see the management of funds and en-
sure updates were provided to the inves-
tor. The last communication from the
company was in June 2001, as updated
by Major General Paramjit Singh
Saghera. Following his death in October
2001, Virinder Singh made numerous
attempts to contact the board of direc-
tors and other officials of Vinay Cement
Limited to inquire about the investment.

Despite repeated efforts, the com-
pany did not provide any response or up-
dates. On June 30, 2010, Virinder Singh's
office sent a letter to the board of direc-
tors of Vinay Cement Limited, express-
ing his intention to sell the shares and
requesting necessary action. However,
even after 15 years, neither has the com-
pany provided any information about the
shares nor returned his invested funds,
leaving Virinder Singh feeling cheated.
This case highlights the need for regula-
tory action and legal recourse in India to
protect investors and hold fraudulent
companies accountable.




