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Canada "

% Bonne Féte
" de I'independance
de I'Inde!

VOS DEPUTES FEDERAUX LIBERAUX TIENNENT
A SOULIGNER CETTE DATE IMPORTANTE

Happy

Indian
Independence Day!

YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL MPs WISH TO
HIGHLIGHT THIS IMPORTANT DATE
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TRES ow. JUSTIN TRUDEAU -m EMMANUEL DUBOURG O STEVEN GUILBEAULT ANTHONY HOUSEFATHER

DEPUTE | MP DEPUTEE/ MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTEE/ MP DEPUTE/ MP DEPUTE/ MP
Papineau Dorval - Lachine - LaSalle Bourassa Laval - Les lles Notre-Dame-de-Grace-Westmoun! ~ Laurier - Sainte-Mane Mont-Royal / Mount Royal
Justin.Trudeaw.clc@parlgeca  Anjulhillon@parigcea  Emmanuel Dubourg@parlgcca FaycalEl-Khoury@parlge.ca  AnnaGainey@parlgcca  Steven Guilbeault@parlgeca  AnthonyHousetather@parl.ge.ca

(514) 277-6020 (514) 639-4497 (514) 3231212 (450) 689-4554 (514) 481-1897 (514) 522-1339 (514) 283-01M

ANGELD IACONG ANMIE KDUTRAKIS ALEXANDRA MENDES

DEPUTE/ MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTEE | MP DEPUTEE/ MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTEE f MP
Alfred-Pellan Ahuntsic-Carberalle Yimy Saini-Laurent Sant-1 eonard — Sant-Michel Hochelaga Brossard — Saint-Lambert
Angelo.lacono@parl ge.ca Melanie. Joly@parlge.ca Annie Koutrakis@parige.ca  Emmameela LambropouosCarigeca  Patricia Lattanzio@parlgeca  SorzyaMarimez Ferrada@garigeca  Alexandra Mendes@parl.ge.ca

(450) 661-4117 (514) 383-3709 (450) 973-5660 (514) 335-6655 (514) 256-4548 (514) 283-2655 (450) 466-6872

T

- |'.; ‘I L .
s MARC MILLER o PABLO RODRIGUET | FRANCISSCARPALESGIA

DEPUTE | MP DEPUTE | MP DEPUTE / MP DEPUTE | MP DEPUTEE / MP DEPUTE !/ MP
Vil M=o Sud-oett- -t Somurs Marc-Aorele-Fortin Honore-Mercier Lac-Saint-Lows Longueil - Charles-LeMoyne Fierrefonds = Dollard
Marc. Miller&parlgc.ca Yves Robillard@parl ge.ca Pablo.Rodriguer&parlgeca  Franos Scarpalegpe@parigeca SherryRomanado@parlgeca  Sameerluberi@parl.go.ca
(514) 496-4885 (450) 622-2992 (514) 353-5044 (514) 695-6661 (450) 6711222 (514) 624-5725
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for all federal statutory holidays.

Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad

CLASS 1 DRIVERS
NEEDED

Transport PAD is looking for drivers with at least 3 years Class 1 experi-

ence within North America to join our team here in Montreal.
at CP, CN and Port is an asset. This will be an employee driver (on our pay-
roll}, not incorporated. Will be entitled to vacation days, sick days and paid

Transport PAD is a family-owned business operating for almost 40 years,
totally independent and not affiliated with any third party or logistics com-
pany. We are a leader in intermodal drayage in Quebec, serving many lo-
gistics partners. We have an experienced operations team that take pride in
treating our drivers with respect. The safety and security of our drivers is
our top priority. We offer a competitive renumeration package (including
monthly and annual bonusas) and a great work environment.

We are located at 10765 Chemin Céte de Liesse
in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-
ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.

.COMm

Experience

i
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Ameliorez votre beauté

gdfsdr, SAfHaT, SHM®, Hefaga, Ustals, Ing AceE®

Threadmg Waxing, Facial, Mamcure Pedicure, Halr Styling

Specialize in facial massage with best organic products.

« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment

J9 & TUJ AJIeH

More services soon

T Ceoxo Vearrom Oty |
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Travellers passing through
Ottawa International Airport over
the past year and a half have
raised concerns about what they
describe as unprofessional and
invasive behaviour by security
screening officers. According to
data obtained by CBC News
through an access to information

request, the Canadian Air
Transport Security Authority
(CATSA) received 138
complaints between January
2023 and mid-May 2024 related
to the airport’s security
checkpoint process.Complaints
ranged from accusations of
rudeness and unprofessionalism

- Ottawa Airport Travellers Report ‘Unprofessional’
Behaviour by Security Screeners

" to claims of invasive body and

bag searches. Some passengers
alleged that officers made

. inappropriate requests, such as
= asking them to remove clothing
' in public areas without offering a

private space. One traveller
described the experience as
“unnecessary and uncomfortable
physically and emotionally,” while
others used terms like
“disgraceful” and “truly appalling”
to describe their
encounters.CATSA, which
screened approximately 2.9
million passengers at the Ottawa
airport during this period,
emphasized that these
complaints represent a “very
small fraction” of the total number

of travellers. The agency stated
that it thoroughly investigates all
complaints and that some may
remain unsubstantiated.
However, the complaints have
raised concerns among experts.
Petra Molnar, a lawyer
specializing in border
technologies and human rights,
described the reports as
“extremely concerning,”
emphasizing that security should
not be used as an excuse for
unchecked behaviour.Several
complainants and experts have
called for improved training for
screening officers to prevent
abuse of power and ensure that
human rights are respected.
CATSA acknowledged the

importance of ongoing training
and reiterated its commitment to
providing high-quality service.

Despite the low percentage of
complaints relative to the
number of passengers
screened, the Ottawa
International Airport Authority
expressed disappointment
and vowed to work with
CATSA to enhance the
traveller experience.The issue
highlights the delicate balance
between security and respect
for passengers’ rights, with
travellers and authorities alike
seeking to ensure that future
interactions at security
checkpoints are both
professional and respectful.

Extreme Heat and Air Qualty Alerts Issued Across Canada Amid Wildfire Threats

This week, several Canadian
provinces and territories are
facing a mix of extreme heat,
thunderstorms, and poor air
quality as summer weather

intensifies and wildfires continue
to rage.

Extreme Heat

Heat warnings are currently in
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effect for five provinces and two
territories, with temperatures
expected to soar near 30°C. In
northern Alberta, including
Mackenzie County and Wood
Buffalo, daytime temperatures
are forecast to remain high until
early next week, according to
CTV Your Morning’s
meteorologist Kelsey McEwen.
However, temperatures are
expected to moderate by
Wednesday.Similar  heat
conditions are predicted for parts
of British Columbia, Manitoba,
and Saskatchewan. The
Northwest Territories, including

Fort Simpson and Hay River, are
also under heat advisories, with
temperatures ranging from 29°C
to 35°C. In Nunavut, areas like
Arviat and Baker Lake will see
daytime highs reaching the mid-
to-high 20s and low 30s early in
the week, with a cold front
expected to bring relief by
Wednesday.

Poor Air Quality

Air quality advisories have been
issued alongside heat warnings,
particularly in northern Alberta,
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba.
Wildfire smoke is causing or
expected to cause very poor air

HLr‘ﬂM

.’l

quality and reduced visibility in
these regions. Environment
Canada has warned that air
quality can vary significantly
over short distances and
timeframes.In BritishColumbia,
several regions, including Fort
Nelson, Whistler, and Fraser
Canyon, are under special air
quality statements due to the
impact of fires in the
Northwest Territories.
Similarly, regions in the
Northwest Territories and
Nunavut under heat warnings
are also experiencing poor air
quality due to wildfire smoke.
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Canada’s News OQOutlets Are

Struggling: Should Ottawa Intervene?

o, ’ F

The Canadian media landscape is in a
state of crisis, grappling with declining
engagement, mass layoffs, and the
proliferation of news deserts. A year after
Meta, the parent company of Facebook
and Instagram, blocked news content in
Canada, the situation has only worsened.
According to a report by the Media
Ecosystem Observatory, engagement
with Canadian news outlets across social
media has plummeted by over 40%, and
Canadians are not compensating by
seeking news elsewhere. As newsrooms
shutter and journalists are laid off, the
question arises: Should the Canadian
government step in to save the country’s
struggling news media, or is it time to let
the industry evolve on its own?

The Impact of Meta’s News Ban

The decline in engagement with Canadian
news outlets was exacerbated by Meta’s
decision to block news content on its
platforms. Paul Wells, a longtime
journalist, argues that this move is part
of a broader trend where major tech
companies like Meta are withdrawing from
the news business globally. Wells draws
a parallel between the government’s
efforts to tax digital platforms and
traditional taxes on tobacco or alcohol,
which are intended to reduce
consumption. In this case, the intended
effect was for companies like Meta to
negotiate with news organizations, as
Google has done, to pay for content.
However, the outcome has been a sharp
reduction in news visibility online.

B Mep1a,
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The Broader Crisis

distribution.

conflict of interest, with some critics
claiming that subsidized news outlets
cannot remain impartial.

The Future of Canadian Journalism
Looking ahead, Wells is skeptical that
government intervention can restore
Canadian journalism to its former glory.
He argues that the landscape has
changed irrevocably due to the rise of
digital platforms and smartphones.
Traditional news models are unlikely to
return, and even with increased
government funding, audiences have
scattered to alternative sources like
TikTok and YouTube. Ling, on the other
hand, advocates for more aggressive
regulation of tech giants, similar to efforts
in the EU and the U.S. He believes that
breaking up the monopolistic practices
of companies like Google and Meta is

Justin Ling, another experienced Government Intervention: Is It essential to creating a fair market for

journalist, highlights the broader crisis in
the Canadian news industry, which goes
beyond the effects of Meta’s ban. The
advertising market, once a lifeline for
traditional media, has been monopolized
by tech giants like Google and Meta.
These companies have created an
“oligopoly” that has decimated the direct
ad business, forcing news organizations
to rely more heavily on government
support. Ling argues that while the Online
News Act, which aimed to regulate this
market, has had some success, it fails
to address the root problem: the anti-
competitive behavior of tech giants that
control both ad revenue and content
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Enough?

Ottawa has made several attempts to
stem the decline of Canadian journalism.
These include tax rebates for digital news,
subsidies for wages, and a $600 million
media bailout. The federal government
also secured a deal with Google to pay
Canadian news outlets around $100
million annually. However, Wells and Ling
both argue that these measures are
insufficient and might even be
counterproductive. Wells points out that
even with these subsidies, newsrooms
continue to close, and the quality of
journalism is declining. Moreover,
government funding has led to a perceived

LECE youT mEmotial

journalism.

The future of Canadian journalism is
uncertain. While government intervention
has provided some relief, it has not reversed
theindustry’sdecline. Therise of altemative media,
the dominance of tech giants, and the changing
habits of news consumers have all contributed
to a crisis that requires more than just
subsidies to solve. Whether through breaking
up tech monopolies or rethinking the role of
government in supporting journalism,
Canada’s media industry is at a
crossroads. The choices made now will
determine whether it can survive and
thrive in the digital age, or whether it will
continue to fade away.
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Homeland Security Tightens Asylum Procedures at
Canada-U.S. Border Amid Rising Political Pressure

The U.S. Department of
Homeland Security has
announced significant changes
to the asylum process at the
Canada-U.S. border, reducing the
time asylum seekers have to
consult with legal counsel before
presenting their cases. This new
policy, a part of broader
immigration reforms under
President Joe Biden’s
administration, cuts the
consultation period from 24
hours to just four hours, raising
alarm among legal experts and
human rights advocates.

The changes come at atime
when the number of migrants
crossing the northern border has
seen a sharp increase, drawing
attention from both political [
parties, especially Republicans,
who have criticized the Biden
administration’s handling of
immigration and border security.
According to U.S. Customs and
Border Protection data, agents
apprehended 12,612 people at
the Canada-U.S. border in the
first six months of 2024, already
surpassing the total number of
crossings in 2023. This uptick
has made border security a

prominent talking pointin tr_we fun- have on hand when they arrive.
up to the November elections. This presents a significant

Under the revised rules, .jhajjenge for those fleeing
asylum seekers entering the po q00 tion, as they often arrive
U.S. from Canada will have a without comprehensive

mere four hours to consult with 4\ mentation. “People fleeing
alawyer, a significant reduction ¢, their jives don't tend to have

from the previous 24-hour 4 yheir belongings, let alone
window. Kathleen Bush-Joseph, gy tansive documentation of

a policy analyst with the 5o 50cution,” Bush-Joseph
Migration Policy Institute in .y

Washington, D.C., highlighted 14,4 Department of Homeland
the challenges this poses for both Security stated that it had

asylum seekers and legal service o ie\ved the Safe Third Country

providers. “This makes it oqreement with Canada and
incredibly difficult when you yaiarmined that the new

consider the complexities of 500 res would streamline the
asylum cases,” she said. “Legal asylum process without

service providers already compromising the fairness of
struggle to manage caseloads, 4qy|m determinations.
and this change severely limits .o er. critics argue that the
the time needed to properly \o,ceqd consultation period and

ass:;sla'nd pli’ep?]reacase.”l. restrictions on documentary
ditionally, the new policy oidence  could violate

stipulates that border officers will ;1o national obligations. Jamie
only consider the documentary sp.i yun Liew, a law professor
evidence that asylum claimants _; .o University of Ottawa

expressed deep concerns about
the implications of these
changes. “Thisis a huge red flag,”
Liew said. “It really raises
questions about whether the
U.S. is meeting its international
obligations to asylum seekers.”

Liew, who was part of the legal
team that intervened in a
Supreme Court of Canada case
regarding the Safe Third Country
Agreement, pointed out that the
agreement has already faced
significant legal scrutiny. Last
year, the Supreme Court of
Canada ruled that the pact with
the U.S. is constitutional, but the
new changes could prompt
further challenges.

The timing of these changes
is particularly notable, as they
mirror similar restrictions
implemented earlier this year at
the U.S.-Mexico border. The
Biden administration’s handling
of immigration has become a
focal point for Republican

-

criticism, with figures like Senator
Marco Rubio and former
President Donald Trump voicing
concerns about border security.
Rubio, in a letter to Homeland
Security Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas, emphasized the
potential security risks
associated with the northern
border, particularly in light of
Canada’s recent decision to
increase temporary visas for
Gazaresidents.

Trump, during a conversation
with tech billionaire Elon Musk,
criticized Vice-President Kamala
Harris’s oversight of the border
situation, questioning her
competence and reiterating
claims that the Biden
administration is failing to secure
the borders.

The new asylum rules are part
of a broader effort to address a
backlog of asylum cases and
manage the increasing number
of migrants at both the northern

and southern borders. However,
legal experts warn that these
procedural changes may come
at the cost of fairness and the
ability to provide adequate legal

representation
seekers.

Bush-Joseph and Liew both
expressed concern that the
new timelines and restrictions
do not strike the right balance
between efficiency and
fairness. “It doesn’t balance
the interests of an efficient
movement of people at the
border and ensuring that we
are meeting the obligations
owed to these people,” Liew
said. As the political debate
over immigration continues to
intensify, the impact of these
new policies on asylum
seekers and the broader
implications for U.S.
immigration law will likely
remain under scrutiny in the
coming months.

to asylum

Woman on the hook for §15K in unpaid wages at Ontario funeral home she says she never owned

same situation. But an expert who spoke
to CBC Hamilton said this is a one-of-a-

A woman says the Ontario
government is forcing her to pay more
than $15,000 to unpaid workers at a
funeral home she insists she never
owned. "l don't know what to do. I'm lost,"
Stephanie Brown, 30, told CBC Hamilton.

Brown said Adam McDowell, her
former husband and owner of the funeral
home, added her name as a director
without her knowledge or consent. The
funeral home is no longer operating.
Brown said she's done everything
possible to show the Ministry of Labour
that she shouldn't be liable. Her efforts
included sending the ministry a judge's
decision that states McDowell should pay
Brown.

However, she said, the province is still

every night," Brown,
who has a four-year-
old daughter, said
while holding back
tears.

"It's scary ...
someone that's
supposed to protect
you does this behind
your back and totally
ruins your life and
disappears.” Brown
and the paralegal
representing her,
Holly Robertson, feel

single mom, | don't have that money....
I'm feeding my kid f--king cereal for dinner

there should be more safeguards to
waiting for her to pay the money. "As a prevent others from ending up in the

4

Aa paid by that is
s

happen." Wife added as director without
consent, docs show McDowell declined

kind situation.
o " T h .e
ﬁ',‘? employees in
'this maitter
48 deserved to be

J{GE paid.... It's who
7 they should be

- the question
here,"
Robertson said.
"t ' s
4 unconscionable.
~ This shouldn't
be able to

an interview and wouldn't answer
questions on the record. To gather
evidence to convince the province she's
not responsible for the lost wages, Brown
started a civil case against McDowell.

Brown and McDowell lived in
Hamilton when he opened Brown
Funeral Services. The Bereavement
Authority of Ontario states the now-
defunct company was on Britannia
Road East in Mississauga. Federal
corporation information shows the
company formed in 2018, but Brown
notes the funeral home opened
between 2020 and 2021. Brown said
she wasn't involved with the business.
McDowell was making money with it
at the start, she added, but things
quickly fell apart.
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UN envoy calls Canada's use of migrant
workers a breeding ground for slavery.

Tomoya Obokata’s report flnds power imbalances and discriminatory practice exploits workers from global

8anada’s reliance on temporary
foreign workers is “breeding
ground for contemporary forms of
slavery”, a UN special rapporteur
has warned, amid growing calls
to overhaul the controversial
program.

The damning report from the UN
investigator Tomoya Obokata
found that deep power
imbalances and discriminatory
practice in Canada cuts costs for
companies but exploits against
workers from the global south.
Obokata toured Ottawa,
Moncton, Montreal, Toronto and
Vancouver to study the decades-
long program, which relies heavily
on workers from Mexico,
Guatemala and Jamaica.
Throughout the country, he found
workers were locked in debt
bondage. Many had borrowed
money to participate in the
program and relied on their
Canadian wages to repay accrued
debts.

He also heard testimony of
widespread emotional and
physical abuse, wage theft,
hazardous work conditions, long
hours, sexual harassment and
exploitation.“The special
rapporteur retains the view that
the temporary foreign worker
program serves as a breeding
ground for contemporary forms of
slavery, as it institutionalizes
asymmetries of power that favour
employers and prevent workers
from exercising their rights,” said
the report.

Under the current rules, Canada’s
temporary foreign worker program
allows companies to bring in
foreign workers for sectors when
an employer is not able to find

3
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local workers. In the past the
agricultural sector has relied
heavily on seasonal migrant
workers.Last year, employers
were approved to hire 239,646
temporary foreign workers —
more than double the 108,988
hired in 2018, according to
Employment and Social
Development Canada.
Employers are increasingly
using to fill positions in new
sectors, including in fast food
and construction. The number
of people hired for low-wage jobs
in the healthcare sector is up
more than 15,000% since 2018.
During the coronavirus
pandemic, Canadians got a
glimpse of the abuse and
exploitation of rampant within a
system long ignored by
residents.
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Chris Ramsaroop of Justice for
Migrant Workers said rights
groups had long raised concerns
over exploitation of worker and that
Obokata’s report was a “day of
reckoning” for sectors that have
long relied on cheap labour and
turned a blind eye to reports of
abuse and discrimination.

“Our frustration is not just about
about the exploitation, but it’s
about the racial dehumanization
these workers face” he said,
adding that he worried politicians
might “weaponize” criticism of the
program.“We worry this could be
fuel for the fire when it comes to
the xenophobia and racism targets
people with precarious
immigration status.”

Ramsaroop said injured workers
were docked pay or forced to return
to the fields before they were

healthy. “If they try to get

access to health care or
workplace compensation,
they’re sent back.

We download our healthcare
system onto the countries of
global south.”Despite political
pledges to make changes to the
system, “nothing has changed,
absolutely nothing”, said
Ramsaroop.Under the program,
work permits are tied to a
specific employer, preventing
workers from seeking better-
paying jobs.

And while they pay into the
country’s social assistance
program, they are unable to
access it — prompting a recent
C$500m class action lawsuit.
The legal action, which has not
yet been certified, alleges
elements of the program breach

i .
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the charter rights of workers.
Obokata said the only way to
end the exploitation was to grant
workers permanent resident
status — a move the federal
government has so far resisted.
Instead, the Canada’s
employment minister has
pledged “stricter and more
rigorous oversight” and the
possibility of sector-specific
work permits.But advocacy
groups say this is a “divide and
rule” tactic, meant to deprive
workers of power, said
Ramsaroop.

“We cannot continue the
system of indentured labor,” he
said. “We should never have one
in the first place. And we can’t
profit off of the blood, sweat, tears
and sacrifices of Black and brown
workers of the global south.”

Poilievte Pushes for Tariffs on Chinese EVs, Positioning Al Canada to Launch Non-3top Ottawa-
Conservatives as Champions of Canadian Industry

Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre has joined  government, have all echoed the need for Canada

the chorus of voices urging the Canadian
government to impose tariffs on Chinese electric

vehicles (EVs) and related parts.
Speaking at a steel plant in
Hamilton, Ontario, Poilievre
called on the federal government
to match the United States’
recent move to impose a 100 per
cent tariff on Chinese EVs,
along with tariffs on Chinese-
made advanced batteries, solar
cells, steel, and aluminum used
in EVs.“China has massively
subsidized its steel, aluminum,
and EV industries with the goal
of crushing our domestic
production and taking Canadian
jobs,” Poilievre stated during the
press conference. He also

criticized Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s
government for failing to protect Canadian
workers by not taking similar action.Industry
players, including General Motors, vehicle
manufacturers associations, and the Ontario

Conservative
government’s EV rebate program, which offers up
to $5,000 for those who purchase or lease an EV,
accusing Trudeau of subsidizing Chinese-made
cars.

to align with U.S. tariffs on Chinese EVs and
associated parts. On Thursday, leaders from the

Aluminium Association of
Canada and the Canadian Steel
Producers Association called
for a minimum 25 per cent tariff
on Chinese aluminum and steel
imports.Deputy Prime Minister
Chrystia Freeland had already
announced consultations in
July to address the issue,
considering “all possible tools,”
including tariffs. However, a
spokesperson for Freeland’s
office accused Poilievre of
“repackaging” the government’s
position and pointed out his
history of opposing union-
friendly policies.The
leader also criticized the

London Heathrow Flights in March 2025

AIR CANADA .
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Air Canada has announced the
launch of a new non-stop service
between Ottawa and London’s
Heathrow Airport, set to begin on
March 31, 2025. This new route will
provide Ottawa travelers with direct
access to London, marking the
second overseas destination
accessible directly from Canada’s
capital. The flights will be operated
four times a week—on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and
Saturdays—using Air Canada’s
Dreamliner fleet. This move is part
of Air Canada’s broader strategy to
expand its services out of Ottawa,
following a rise in demand for
international and business travel.
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Ottawa Mayor Mark Sutcliffe
welcomed the announcement,
highlighting the economic and
tourism benefits the new route will
bring to the city. He emphasized that
this restored flight service will make
international travel more convenient
for residents and boost local
businesses. This development
follows Air France’s successful
launch of non-stop Ottawa-Paris
service in 2023, which has since
expanded to daily flights. In addition
to the new Londonroute, Air Canada
plans to significantly increase its
overall services from Ottawa,
including flights to various North
American destinations.
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Ontario Balances Ambitious Infrastructure
Growth with Fiscal Responsibility

Ontario’s recent credit rating upgrade
to AA by Morningstar DBRS stands as
clear evidence that the province’s
Progressive Conservative government,
led by Premier Doug Ford, is effectively
balancing infrastructure growth with
fiscal prudence. Since taking office in
2018, the government has been
steadfast in its commitment to an
ambitious plan that invests in Ontario’s
future while simultaneously cutting
taxes and fees.

Despite significant population
growth—nearly a million new residents
in the past two years alone—the
government has resisted the
temptation to raise taxes or cancel
essential projects. Instead, Ontario is
making historic investments in

infrastructure, including new highways
like Highway 413 and the Bradford
Bypass, expanded GO Transit
services, and major healthcare
developments such as the
construction of over 50 new and
upgraded hospitals.

Ontario’s approach has not only
attracted confidence from global
investors but has also lowered the
province’s interest on debt to its
lowest level since the 1980s. This
prudent fiscal management is
projected to save the province around
$2 billion in borrowing costs over the
next three years.

In contrast to other governments that
have seen their credit ratings
downgraded due to ballooning deficits,

Ontario is proving that it is possible
to pursue an ambitious growth
strategy while maintaining fiscal
responsibility. By focusing on building
a strong economy, robust
infrastructure, and a sustainable
future, the province is ensuring long-
term benefits for its taxpayers without
making life more unaffordable.

Ontario’s commitment to responsible
governance and strategic investment
is not only benefiting its residents
today but is also laying the foundation
for future generations. As the
government continues to build Ontario,
it remains focused on keeping costs low
and fostering economic growth, all while
maintaining a clear path to fiscal balance.

Air Canada P|Iots Prepare for Potentia

Strike

Amid Prolonged Contract Negotiations

Air Canada pilots are gearing up
for a possible strike next month
as their union, the Air Line Pilots
Association, struggles to reach a
new contract agreement with the
airline. Negotiations have been
ongoing for over a year, with the
two sides reportedly “far apart” on
key issues, including
compensation. The pilots,
frustrated by the pay gap between
themselves and their American
counterparts—some of whom
earn twice as much—are
currently voting on whether to
grant their union a strike
mandate. The earliest any strike
action could occur is September
17. In the meantime, pilots are
displaying their readiness to
strike with lanyards, stickers,
and pins bearing the phrase
“Strike Ready.” While Air Canada

acknowledges progress in the
negotiations, stating that
agreements have been reached on
several items, significant issues
remain unresolved. The airline and
union previously engaged a private
mediator and are now in a
conciliation process. This potential
strike adds to an already turbulent
year for Canadian air travelers, who
have faced disruptions from the
shutdown of Lynx Air, a strike by
WestJet mechanics, and severe
weather that grounded a portion of
Westdet’s fleet. The pilots’ previous
10-year collective agreement expired
in September 2023 after the union
invoked an escape clause,
shortening the deal by one year. The
ongoing dispute reflects broader
challenges in the airline industry,
including rising operational costs
and an oversupply of available seats.

Two Men Seriously Injured in
Separate Shootings in Brampton and

Two men sustained serious injuries
in separate shootings that occurred
in Peel Region on Tuesday night.
The first incident took place near
Northam and American drives, east
of Airport
Road, in
Mississauga.
Paramedics
reported that
two people
were injured
at the
scene, but
only one was

transported
to a trauma
center. The
second person, whose injuries were
minor, declined treatment.

Authorities have not yet released
any information regarding a
suspect. The second shooting

occurred in Brampton, near Clarkway
Drive and Castlemore Road. Peel
paramedics confirmed that a man was
taken to the hospital in serious but
stable condition. Details surrounding

this shooting, including any suspect

information, remain undisclosed at
this time. Both incidents are under
investigation as police continue to
search for clues and potential leads.

Tip from France Leads to Arrest of Toronto Men in Alleged ISIS Plot

Pﬂ{ch D oﬂ

the
Intelligence Service (CSIS).

The investigation that led to the
arrest of two Toronto men,

accused of plotting an ISIS- Fol

SER\"ICES

PD\.\C‘E
poG #(

CI\UTION PDLitE DQE

Canadian  Security

lowing this, the Royal

I 5

Mostafa Eldidi, 62, and his son,
Mostafa Eldidi,
allegedly in the advanced stages

26, were

inspired attack, began with a
crucial tip from French
authorities, according to
sources. French intelligence
reportedly identified at least one
of the suspects and alerted
Canada’s intelligence agency,

Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) conducted a swift
investigation, which resulted in
the arrest of the father and son
duo on July 28, 2024, in a hotel
north of Toronto.

The suspects, Ahmed Fouad

of planning a violent attack in
Toronto when they were
detained. They have since been
charged with terrorism,
possession of weapons, and
conspiracy to commit murder for
the so-called Islamic State.

Although the charges have yet
to be proven in court, the case
has raised serious concerns
about Canada’s immigration
security screening processes, as
the elder Eldidi was previously
implicated in an ISIS-related

_ aggravated assault abroad in
W 2015,

Sources suggest that the elder

| Eldidiwas involvedin a gruesome

incident captured in a 2015
video, where a man, identified by
investigators as Eldidi, is seen
dismembering a prisoner with a
sword. This video, released by an
ISIS faction in Irag, has been
linked to the allegations against
Eldidi.

The Standing Committee on
Public Safety and National
Security has voted unanimously
to launch parliamentary hearings
to scrutinize how the suspects
were allowed to enter Canada.
The committee plans to call
ministers and the heads of the
RCMP, CSIS, and the Canada

Border Services Agency to testify
about the suspects’ immigration
histories.

Liberal committee member
Jennifer O’Connell stated that the
government intends to share as
much information as possible,
while being cautious not to
compromise the ongoing
investigation. The target of the
alleged attack remains
unknown, but the case serves as
a stark reminder that ISIS
continues to pose a significant
threat, even five years after its
defeat in Syria.

The role of French investigators
in uncovering the plot remains
somewhat unclear, as European
counter-terrorism authorities
have been dealing with multiple
threats from ISIS, particularly in
the lead-up to the 2024 Paris
Olympic Games. CSIS has
declined to comment on
France’s involvement, citing the
need to protect the integrity of
ongoing operations.
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How Canada's off-the-record
arms exports end up in Isreal

Advocates say Canada is flouting international obligations by allowing arms shipments to Israel via the United States.

Montreal, Canada — The
United States has faced wide-
spread condemnation this week

than $20bn in additional weap arms transfer has renewed glo-

ons to Israel as the top US ally ) serutiny of Washington’s un-
wages warin the Gaza Strip.  \yavering support for Israel, in

for authorising the sale of more

But while the newly approved

Canada, the announcement on

Hurricane Ernesto's Path Could Threaten Canada's
East Coast; Forecasters Warn of Potential Impacts

As Hurricane Ernesto moves
away from Puerto Rico after
causing significant impacts, me-
teorologists are now turning their
attention to its future trajectory
across the Atlantic Ocean. With
the storm gaining strength, there
are growing concerns about its
potential impact on Canada’s
East Coast, including regions
such as Nova Scotia and New-
foundland.

Current Situation and
Forecast

Hurricane Ernesto is cur-
rently tracking northward, head-
ing towards Bermuda, and is ex-
pected to intensify into a major
hurricane as it moves through

the western portions of the At-
lantic over the next few days.
Forecasters are carefully analyz-
ing various weather models to
determine where Ernesto might
go beyond its immediate path,
with some models suggesting a
potential landfall in eastern Nova
Scotia or Newfoundland early
next week.At present, the fore-
cast models show a range of
possibilities. Some indicate that
Ernesto could veer away from the
East Coast altogether, while oth-
ers suggest that a dip in the jet
stream could steer the storm on
a more westerly path, bringing it
closer to Atlantic Canada. This
uncertainty makes it crucial for

' updated on

residents in the region to stay
the storm’s
progress.
Sea Surface Temperatures
and Storm Development
One key factor influencing
Ernesto’s potential impact is the

| current sea surface temperature
. in the Atlantic. Just 400 kilome-

ters south of Nova Scotia, the sea

| surface temperature is around

26.5°C, which is the threshold for
hurricanes to maintain or in-
crease their strength. This tem-
perature is 2-3°C warmer than
normal for this time of year, which
could allow Ernesto to sustain
its power as it moves closer to
Canada. Typically, cooler waters
would weaken a hurricane before
it reaches the coast, but the un-
usually warm ocean could en-
able Ernesto to maintain its in-
tensity or even strengthen fur-
ther.

Potential Impacts on At-
lantic Canada

Forecasters are particu-
larly concerned about the pe-
riod from late Sunday into
Monday, when Ernesto is ex-
pected to approach Atlantic
Canada.

Tuesday drew attention for a dif-
ferent reason.That's because
more than $60m worth of muni-
tions will be manufactured by a
weapons company in Canada as
part of that sale.Canadian law-
yers, rights advocates and other
experts say this raises serious
questions about the opaque na-
ture of the country’s arms ex-
port regime.

They also say Canada’s par-
ticipation in the arms deal
makes clear that the country is
failing to ensure that Canadian-
made weapons are not used in
suspected human rights viola-
tions abroad, as required by law.

“The news is appalling,” said
Kelsey Gallagher, a researcher
at the Canadian peace research
group Project Ploughshares.
“Given lsrael's appalling track
record of violating international

humanitarian law through its op-
eration in Gaza, including in
some cases which may consti-
tute war crimes, in no way is it
appropriate for Canada to supply
this ammunition,” Gallagher told
Al Jazeera.“Moreover, as per
Canada’s obligations under the UN
Arms Trade Treaty, it's illegal.”

US-Canada defence part-
nership

How is it that Canadian-made
munitions will be making their
way to Israel? A special US-
Canada trade relationship is at
the heart of the issue, experts
say. Since the 1950s, the North
American neighbours have en-
joyed “mutually beneficial terms
and conditions” on the trade of
military weapons and related com-
ponents via a bilateral deal called
the Defence Production Sharing
Agreement.

Canada considers revoking
terror suspect's citizenship

The Canadian governmentis
considering revoking the citizen-
ship of a man accused of plot-
ting a terror attack in Toronto.
Canadian police last month said
they arrested a father and son
accused of planning a "violent,
serious attack" for the Islamic
State group.
Speaking to report-
ers on Wednes-
day, Immigration
Minister Marc
Miller said he had
a "responsibility to
get to the bottom"
of what
happened."I'm also
going to take the
next step, which is
to start the prelimi-
nary work with the
evidence at hand to look at
whether the individual in
question's citizenship should be
revoked," he said. "I'm as dis-
gusted as any Canadian,” he
added. Ahmed Eldidi, 62, and his
son, Mostafa Eldidi, 26, have
been charged with terrorism and
conspiracy to commit murder.

The two men are also facing
weapons charges for an axe and
amachete found in their posses-
sion, the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police said. The father

was a Canadian resident who is
also accused of committing ag-
gravated assaultin 2015 outside
of the country, officials have said.
His son does not have citizenship
in Canada, according to police.
The Canadian government can re-
voke citizenship if a person has
misrepre-
sented their
past, ac-
cording to
t h e
government's
website.Police
have said Mr
Eldidi and
his son were
in the "ad-
vanced
stages" of
planning a
terror attack. Other details about
the plot - including what led to
the investigation that thwarted it
- have not been released. "l hope
to be able to provide answers in
a relatively short timeline about
what happened,” Mr Miller told re-
porters on Wednesday. The
House of Commons Standing
Committee on Public Safety and
National Security voted this week
to call ministers to testify about
the Eldidis’ immigration history.




