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Fla-om Moy

CLASS 1 DRIVERS

=D

Tranapon PAD ks leoking for drivers with i least 3 vears Glass 1 sxpari-

ancs wilkin Narih Asmerics 1o jor our Bam Fere in Monlreal Expaniance

gt P, CH and Porl i en aesel. This will be an employee deiver (on our pay-

Foll], ol incomarabed. Wil be enlilked to vacation days, akck days and pead
far all fesdasal shabubory Raldays.

Transpart PAD i o family-cramed business cperating for almost 40 years,
intally independent and not afilaled with any thied party or logistics come
pany. We are a leader in jotermodal drayags in Quebec, ssnang many lo-
pgistics pariners. We have an expariencad operations jeam that take pride in
freating our drfvers with respect. The sadety and security of our drivers is
our tap priarity. 'Wa offer o competitve rerumention pacikage (induding
monthly and annual bonuses) and a gneat work envranmaent.

NEEDED

We are located at 10765 Chemin Cote de Liesse

in Dorval Montreal. If you are interested in join-

ing our team, please call Marc at 514-264-4630.
Transport PAD

http://www.transportpad.com
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DAN-TIY

contact Info:438:929:8017
CHANNELS FROM AROUND THE
BLUBE

'Umrid 'm[h ‘~||1-||an: pac h.:g! M.m'le: F'|'r'|.I HB{, '1]'l-|:ll'1.!
Netflix, Amazon, Disney, Apple,

A UlaRIat dow © 5% &% Tam 99 ©
famdl w3 wium 2 S55 o & wide WE AER 7

Instagram:IAMD|DANNY
FACEBOOK: DANNY DANNY
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« MAALISH » avec rendez-vous with appointment
- More services soon
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Time to rethink Canada’s international education strateqy

With the integrity of the international student system under fire, what can universities do?

BY MOIRA MACDONALD

Sunil Semplay arrived in Thunder Bay,
Ont. in early 2022 to a winter of “unrelent-
ing cold,” when locals were breaking their
shovels just trying to dig out of the snow-
banks.

But things felt pretty good to Sunil, be-
sides missing his home in decidedly
warmer Punjab, India. The computer sci-
ence undergraduate had received a
$10,000 annual scholarship to study at
Lakehead University, a big reason for
choosing the school. People were friendly.
And with the pandemic still ongoing, “there
was nobody around,” making part-time
jobs plentiful, as well as housing.

Two years on, there have been many more
bumps in the road. While he doesn't re-
gret his choice, he’s been caught out by
annual tuition increases — he’s paying

about $31,000 this year — without a cor-

responding change in his scholarship
amount (Lakehead says in addition to
expanding scholarships, it periodically
increases their value, most recently in
2021, by as much as 50 per cent). He's
working three part-time jobs to help cover
his costs. As a Lakehead student union
board member, he was getting daily mes-
sages last fall from fellow international
students desperately seeking a place to
live. Canada has provided him with oppor-
tunities, he says. “But if somebody asked
me back in India about whether they
should come here, | wouldn't hesitate to
say no. It's not a good place anymore. It
was at one time.”

Reputational risk has been top-of-mind for
those concerned with Canada as a com-
petitive player in the global education
market, as headlines have mounted coun-
trywide with (sometimes worse) variations
of Mr. Semplay’s story. Global Affairs
Canada (GAC), the federal department
responsible for trade issues, has been
consulting with the sector since last year
in advance of an expected renewal of its
international education strategy in early
2024. It has been focused on dealing more
effectively with national and regional labour
market needs, spreading international stu-
dents more broadly across the country
(most end up in Ontario and British Co-
lumbia), and protecting the Canadian
brand by dealing with problems such as
unscrupulous recruiters. Meanwhile, Im-
migration, Refugees and Citizenship
Canada (IRCC) minister Marc Miller an-
nounced changes in late October 2023 to
protect students against fraudulent admis-
sions offers and “reward the good actors”
that meet higher standards for student
supports and outcomes.

While Mr. Miller declined to cap the num-
ber of issued study permits for the time
being, an idea floated earlier in 2023, the
sentiment even within the sector is that
it's time for a reckoning in what, by the
numbers anyway, has been a runaway
success story. Between 2014, the year
of the country’s first formal international
education strategy, and 2022, the num-
ber of study permits granted to interna-
tional students rose from 330,000 to
805,000, 40 per cent of them at universi-
ties. The idea was that Canada could of-
fer a high-quality education at a globally
competitive price in a safe country that
valued international students, not only for
their short-term spending but as a future
source of educated workers. The worry is

that we are not fully living up to that prom-
ise. “If Canada fails to hold up its end of
the bargain with international students, if
we do not provide a first-rate educational
experience, our global reputation as a
study destination will be diminished,” the
Canadian Bureau of International Educa-
tion warned in its submission to the GAC
consultation.

It's not like universities haven’t planned
for international students. But the initial
starting point for their presence in enrol-
ment plans and internationalization strat-
egies over the years seems to have been
how many to recruit and from where, as
universities began confronting the pros-
pect of flat or declining domestic enrol-
ments in the 2010’s along with tightened
government funding. Cape Breton Univer-
sity, in Sydney, N.S., is an extreme case,
growing from nearly 2,600 students in
2017 to 9,100 in a pandemic-delayed
double cohort last fall, 80 per cent of them
being international students, though it
says it's working to stabilize that at 7,000
by 2027, with only 60 per cent account-
ing for international students. Internation-
alization has been “an existential neces-
sity” for CBU and an important economic
boost to the region, CBU’s director of in-
ternational recruitment and global partner-
ships, Victor Tomiczek wrote in The PIE
News.

Private career colleges have been blamed
for some of the worst unsustainable growth
and sub-par student support. But even
universities with lower proportions of in-
ternational students can struggle to keep
up with their unique needs. While students
are capable, they often require additional
support such as extra time, attention and
language help that faculty are challenged
to deliver, says Nigmendra Narain, who
teaches political science at Western Uni-
versity in London, Ont. (about 14 per cent
of the university’s nearly 34,000 students
were international in 2021-2022). Mean-
while services elsewhere at the university
are being stretched thinner under a finan-
cial environment that leaves Ontario dead-
last for per student government funding,
and highly dependent on international stu-
dent tuition. Add to that difficulties with

acculturation, housing and finances, as
well as missing classes due to job con-
flicts, and “none of the focus is on provid-
ing them with a quality education at our
world-class university. Instead we're deal-
ing with the many pressures they're fac-
ing inside and outside the classroom,”
says Mr. Narain, who is also the presi-
dent of the Ontario Confederation of Uni-
versity Faculty Associations which has
advocated forimproved provincial funding.
International students “don’t deserve to be
treated like chronic ATMs,” he adds.
“Eventually it results in a situation that
does feel irresponsible.”

Building connection

Besides showing that international stu-
dents are valued beyond their high tuition
fees, they need to feel like they belong,
an important factor if Canada wants them
to stay long term. A 2021 CBIE survey
found that more than a third did not feel
connected to other Canadian students.
International students are often left “to
take an active role in adapting to their host
university,” notes Juana Du, a professor
inthe master’s program in intercultural and
international communication at Royal
Roads University in Victoria, B.C. This can
draw “an invisible line between international
students and domestic students,” she
says, squandering the often-touted oppor-
tunity for both groups to learn from each
other and form relationships. Her research
suggests that universities must go beyond
welcome week activities and provide on-
going ways for all students to connect
through classroom, extracurricular activi-
ties and the cultivation of a campus cul-
ture that does not silo diversity.

This is what Saba Safdar strives for in her
third-year cross-cultural psychology
course at the University of Guelph after
similar findings in her research. Domes-
tic and international students team up to
work on a cross-cultural topic, such as
friendship, exploring the different ways it
can be expressed and writing about it from
a psychological perspective. International
students “do not have enough interaction
with domestic students ... The more in-
teraction we have, the more we end up
questioning some of those ways of think-

ing that we have,” Dr. Safdar says, “and |
believe itis an innovative way of bringing
students together.” However, for it to be
more than a one-off, “we need task forces,
we need leadership, we need committees
to come together to come up with these
ideas,” she says. International students
can benefit from services that are tailored
to their needs, such as one-on-one
mentorship, she says, but international
student offices tend to be overworked and
understaffed. Even where services do ex-
ist, students don’t always know about
them or access them. Some universities
however, such as the University of Calgary,
use domestic student volunteers in peer
programs that help new international stu-
dents figure out how things work at their
school, even something as simple as be-
ing allowed to knock on a professor’s door
or drop a course without penalty after writ-
ing an initial test.While Canada is intent
on international students staying to work
after graduation, Dr. Safdar’s research
also shows that process is not straight-
forward. The International Student Barom-
eter, an annual survey done by i-gradu-
ate, a global education benchmarking ser-
vice, found that “future career impact” has
been the top reason since 2018 for stu-
dents’ choice to go abroad, even influenc-
ing whether they recommend their insti-
tution to others. However, in Canada, in-
ternational students have limited access
to work-integrated learning opportunities
such as co-ops and internships, Dr. Safdar
says, which compromises their post-
graduation Canadian job prospects. In a
recent study Dr. Safdar conducted, not
yet published, she and colleagues found
international students were significantly
less likely to have pre-graduation work
experience and had lower post-graduation
incomes compared to domestic students
with the same education level.

Tailoring co-op and internship programs
to international students is one solution
suggested by the researchers. Interna-
tional students undertaking co-ops or in-
ternships have required a special permit
in addition to their regular study permit.
However, the placements must be a man-
datory part of their program, making it dif-
ficult if not impossible for them to partici-
pate in similar elective opportunities. Uni-
versities Canada, for example, has advo-
cated for a regular study permit to auto-
matically include the ability to undertake
mandatory and optional work-integrated
learning. Employability problems are
among many that underscore the impor-
tance of Canada paying attention to the
entire international student journey, from
application to post-graduation; not just
their initial recruitment and welcome, says
Isaac Garcia-Sitton, executive director, in-
ternational student enrolment, education
and inclusion at Toronto Metropolitan Uni-
versity. Housing, affordability and bureau-
cratic barriers are “systemic in nature” and
require he says, “a strategic approach and
concerted efforts across multiple stake-
holders to be adequately addressed.”
CBIE, for example, is calling for a strat-
egy involving local communities, busi-
nesses and other agencies with a stake
and an interest in international students’
success. They may also have existing
services and capacities that could help
support international students, but these
need to be woven together.
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New Canadian Government Program for
Palestlnlans in Gaza with Family in Canada

In a recent development,
the Canadian government has in-
troduced a new temporary resident
pathway to provide assistance to
extended family members of Cana-
dian citizens and permanent resi-
dents residing in Gaza. This initia-
tive aims to offer a “temporary safe
haven”in Canada for eligible family
members facing challenging cir-
cumstances in Gaza.

The expanded scope of this tem-
porary resident (TR) pathway in-
cludes the following family mem-
bers of Canadian citizens and per-
manent residents: Spouses and

Common-law partners Children and
Grandchildren Siblings Parents and
Grandparents Immediate family
members of the above groups, such
as spouses, common-law partners,
dependent children, and dependent
children of a dependent child, are
also eligible for this new pathway.
Successful applicants will receive
temporary resident visas, which can
be valid for up to three years or until
the expiry of their passports, which-
ever comes first.

Itis essential to note that applicants,
including those under special hu-
manitarian measures like this pro-

rFree market evaluation .

Mortgage arrangements an alsu be made

'|-r _.-

: 1ER

[5 14}663 -‘-1883

LITIrJIl. h.rJrrl.JI..Jrl_-'

nturyzl.ca

Komal Arora

Realtor
e - S R s S B |

gram, must still fulfill all admissibil-
ity requirements, including biomet-
rics, before being granted entry to
Canada. Upon arriving in Canada,
eligible temporary residents (TRs)
can apply for a fee-exempt study
permit or open work permit, as pre-
viously announced. These permits
will enable them to support them-
selves while dealing with the ongo-
ing crisis in Gaza. To address im-
mediate healthcare needs, TRs will
receive three months of health cov-

erage under the Interim Federal
Health Program upon arrival in
Canada. Additionally, TRs will have
access to settlement services, in-
cluding language training and sup-
port for integration into the labor
market and local communities, as
detailed inthe IRCC news release.
These measures will remain in ef-
fect until January 9th, 2025, or until
1,000 temporary resident visa ap-
plications are received and being
processed, whichever comes first.

The Canadian government will
closely monitor the situation and ap-
plication volumes to adapt immigra-
tion solutions accordingly. Further-
more, IRCC will prioritize the pro-
cessing of existing permanent resi-
dence applications for Palestinians
within family-based streams.To as-
sistindividuals both within Canada
and abroad, a dedicated service
channel has been established at
+1-613-321-4243, with collect calls
accepted.

Indo-Canadian charged for trying to transport cocaing worth $4.86 mn

Toronto- A 35-year-old Indian-origin com-
mercial truck driver has been charged after he
was caught by the authorities while trying to
transport cocaine worth approximately C$6.5 mil-
lion ($4.86 million) into Canada.Sukhwinder
Dhanju was arrested by the Canadian Border
Services Agency (CBSA) on September 26 last
year after he arrived at the primary inspection
booth at the Queenston-Lewiston Bridge port
of entry in Niagara-on-the-Lake in Ontario prov-
ince. The driver was referred for secondary ex-
amination of his truck and trailer, the Royal Ca-
nadian Mounted Police (RCMP) said in a release
issued on Wednesday. An inspection of the
cargo led to the discovery of 202 brick-shaped
objects which tested positive for cocaine, and
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had a total weight of 233 kg. Dhanju was then
arrested by the CBSA, and transferred to the
custody of the RCMP Border Integrity Unit, along
with the suspected drugs. Following a "thor-
ough investigation", the RCMP, on December
19 last year, charged Brampton resident Dhanju,
with importation of cocaine and possession for
the purpose of trafficking. "The RCMP and the
CBSA once again, through a joint effort, demon-
strated continued commitment in working to-
gether to effectively disrupt the drug trade," sais
Superintendent Rae Bolsterli, Officer in Charge,
RCMP Border Integrity Program.According to the
release, Dhanju has been released with strict con-
ditions, and his next court date is scheduled for
February 2 at St Catharines in Ontario.
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