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The Taliban’s war on women in Afghanistan must
be formally recognized as gender apartheid

The second anniversary of the Taliban
takeover of Afghanistan is fast ap-
proaching. Since then, Afghan women
have been denied the most basic hu-
man rights in what can only be de-
scribed as gender apartheid. Only by
labelling it as such and making clear
the situation in Afghanistan is a crime
against humanity can the interna-
tional community legally fight the sys-
tematic discrimination against the
country’s women and girls. Erasing
women from the public sphere is cen-
tral  to Taliban ideology. Women’s
rights institutions in Afghanistan, no-
tably the Ministry of Women’s Affairs,
have been d ismantled whi le the
dreaded Ministry for the Propagation
of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice
has been resurrected. The Afghan In-
dependent Human Rights Commis-
sion has been dissolved and the
country’s 2004 constitution repealed,
while legislation guaranteeing gender
equality has been invalidated. Today,
Afghan women are denied a post-sec-

ondary education, they cannot leave
the house without a male chaperone,
they cannot work, except in health
care and some private businesses and
they are barred from parks, gyms and
beauty salons. Women targeted Of
the approximately 80 edicts issued by
the Taliban, 54 specifical ly target
women, severely restricting their
rights and violating Afghanistan’s in-
ternational obligations and its previ-
ous constitutional and domestic laws.
The Taliban appear undeterred, con-
tinuing where they left off 20 years ago
when they first held power. The re-
sul ts of their ambitions are nearly
apocalyptic. Afghanistan is facing one
of the world’s worst humanitarian cri-
ses. About 19 mill ion people are suf-
fering from acute food insecuri ty,
while more than 90 per cent of Af-
ghans are experiencing some form of
food insecurity, with female-headed
households and children most im-
pacted.
Gender-based violence has increased

exponentially with corresponding im-
punity for the perpetrators and lack
of support for the victims, while eth-
nic, religious and sexual minorities
are suffering intense persecution. This
grim reality underscores the urgent
need to address how civil, political,
socioeconomic and gender-based
harms are interconnected. Interna-
tional crime Karima Bennoune, an
Algerian-American international law
scholar, has advocated recognizing
gender apartheid as a crime under in-
ternational  law. Such recogni tion
would stem from states’ international
legal commitments to gender equal-
ity and the United Nations’ Sustain-
able Development Goal  5 aimed at
achieving global gender equality by
2030. Criminal izing gender apart-
heid would provide the international
communi ty with a powerful  legal
framework to effectively respond to
Tal iban abuses. W hi le the UN has
already labelled the situation in Af-
ghanis tan gender  apartheid , the
term is not current l y recognized
under the Rome Statute of the In-
ternational  Criminal  Court as being
among the worst international crimes.
Presenting his report at the UN Hu-
man Rights Council, Richard Bennett
— the UN Special Rapporteur on the
Situation of Human Rights in Afghani-
stan — stated:
riminalizing gender apartheid globally
would allow the international commu-

nity to fulfil  i ts obligation to respond
effectively and try to eradicate it per-
manently. It would provide the neces-
sary legal tools to ensure that inter-
national  commitments to women’s
rights in all aspects of life are upheld.
Shaharzad Akbar,  head o f  the
Rawadari human rights group and
former chair of the Afghanistan Inde-
pendent Human Rights Commission,
has urged the Human Rights Council
to acknowledge the situation in Af-
ghanistan as gender apartheid.
She’s noted that the “Taliban have
turned Afghanistan to a mass grave-
yard of Afghan women and girls’ am-
bitions, dreams and potential.”
South African support
A number of Afghan women’s rights
defenders have also called for the in-
clusion of gender apartheid in the
UN’s Draft Convention on Crimes
Against Humanity.
Most remarkably, Bronwen Levy,
South Africa’s representative at the
Security Council, has urged the inter-
national community to “take action
against what (Bennett’s) report de-
scribes as gender apartheid, much
like it did in support of South Africa’s
struggle against racial apartheid.”
Elsewhere, the chair of the European
Parliament’s Committee on Women’s
Rights and Gender Equality, as well
as the head of its Delegation for Re-
lations with Afghanistan, have de-
scribed the “unacceptable” situation
in Afghanistan as one of gender apart-
heid.
Whenever and wherever apartheid
systems emerge, it represents a fail-
ure of the international community.
The situation in Afghanistan must
compel it to respond effectively to the
persecution of women.
Recognizing Taliban rule as gender
apartheid is not only critical for Af-
ghans, it is equally critical for the
credibil ity of the entire UN system.
As Afghan human r ights act iv i st
Zubaida Akbar told the Security Coun-
cil: The Taliban’s brutal two years in
power in Afghanistan have taught us
that ordinary human rights initiatives,
while important, are insufficient for ad-
dressing gender apartheid. The world
needs resolute collective international
action to end the war on women. Not
in two months. Not in two years. But
now.

The matter of Canada granting refugee
status to the Punjabi couple has been

postponed for the time being
Dominic Leblanc, Minister of Public
Safety
E-mail: dominic.leblanc@parl.gc.ca
Phone : 613-992-1020
Fax : 613-992-3053
You can a l so use thi s  text  as
inspiration for e-mails, or modify it
possible:
“ I am writ ing to ask that you stop
the deportation of Rajvinder Kaur
and  Randh i r  S i ngh,  a n e l de r l y
couple, to India, which is scheduled
for August 12, 2023. They need protection
and health care, and not deportation.
What they need is consideration and
status, so that they can live in dignity
here with their community. Please act
now, so that Raj v i nder  Kaur  and
Randhir  Singh can stop l i ving in
constant anguish - and please do the

same for all non-status people!”
Media coverage:
CTV News:  ht tps : / /
montreal .ctvnews.ca/returning-to-
india-means-death-montreal-couple-
f i g h t s - i m m i n e n t - d e p o r t a t i o n -
1.6500345
Le Devoir: https://www.ledevoir.com/
societe/795306/immigration-ottawa-
renverra-un-couple-en-inde-malgre-
une-menace-de-torture
Hindustan T imes:  ht tps : / /
www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/
canadian-authorities-deny-refugee-
status-to-punjabi-couple-l inked-to-
kha l i s tan-movement - in- toronto -
101690880641332.html
www.desitimes.ca
August 11, 2023
( In Punjabi & English)

The road to 2024 is uphill for Trump
Republicans could well end up with a nominee who
might have been convicted more than once
AMERICA’S brutal summer of 2023 is
unrelenting. In many ways, i t is
symptomatic of the fevers, political and
cultural, that are gripping the country, a
little more than a year away from what is
being called the most consequential
presidential election in recent history.
There is a kind of an auto-immune disease
that has turned America against itself.
Consider the l ikely candidate and
possible future President Donald Trump.
He will go on trial in May next year in the
case pertaining to mishandl ing of
classified documents. But this is only one
of the several cases he will confront in
2024. The date for the criminal trial
relating to the payment of hush money
to cover up a sex scandal during the 2016
presidential campaign has been set for
March. There is also an ongoing
investigation into Trump’s efforts to
reverse the election loss in Georgia.
Finally, investigations into the charge that
he attempted to overturn the 2020 election
verdict through a conspiracy involving fake
electors — which culminated in the
January 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol
— are nearing completion. The
Republ ican process to choose i ts

candidate will begin in January 2024 and
could conclude even before various trials
are over. The Republican Party could well
end up with a nominee who might have
been convicted more than once. The
current Republican approach to the
Trump issue seems to be to ignore his
crimes and misdemeanors and argue that
the responsibility for this outcome rests
with the Democrats. Just how the
Republican Party has gotten here is
not clear. But from the party of ‘law
and order’, it has become one which
sees nothing unusual in the January
2021 riot. It now also wants to abolish
the FBI. The party of high morality
which cannot tolerate abortion is also
the party that doesn’t care that its
nominee has consorted with porn
stars. Where their erstwhile leader
Reagan led the campaign against the
Soviet ‘Evil Empire’, their current leader
is Putin’s best hope. The Democrats have
their problems, not in the least being an
unpopular Joe Biden seeking a second
term. On paper, things are going well: the
economy is flourishing, jobs are plentiful
and expectations are that things will get
better in the coming six months.
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The matter of Canada granting refugee status to the
Punjabi couple has been postponed for the time being

The South Asian Diaspora Action
Collective ( SADAC) staged a:
Call to Action : Stop Deportation
of Elderly Montreal Couple
Rajvinder Kaur and Randhir Singh
need Canada’s protection, not
ejection rally on Monday, August
7 at 12h30
At Immigration Minister, Marc
Mil ler’s office: 3175 Saint-
Jacques Street, Metro Lionel
Groulx
https://www.facebook.com/
events/131050740049005
Rajvinder Kaur and Randhir Singh
are facing deportation to India on
August 12, 2023 despite all
evidence that their life is in danger
in India. Join us to oppose the
deportation and demand status
for all for them and for all non-
status people in Canada.
The elderly couple, 70 and 79,
are living in Montreal for the past
eight years and call it home. They
left India fol lowing poli tical
violence in Punjab, India. “We’ve
been through a nightmare in
India, including the arrest and
torture of my husband,” said Kaur
in her interview to CTV. Their
refugee application was refused
by the government and after

going through al l  the
bureaucratic hurdles, Canada is
now set to deport the couple
back to India where the violence
against Sikhs and other
minorities is on the rise under
the authoritarian leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his fascist Hindutva ruling
party, the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP)
Mr. Singh said, “for me returning
to India means death.” He has
been under treatment for PTSD
and suffers from depression. His
mental heal th is further
deteriorating since they received
deportation orders.
Rajvinder Kaur, a former village
chief (Mayor), is an integral part

of the Parc Ex community -
involved notably at the Parc-Ex
Library and at Afrique au
Feminin. Their humanitarian
application is being processed,
and was supported by dozens of
community members.  SADAC
calls upon the Immigration
Minister, Marc Miller,  to accept
their application for permanent

residency on humanitarian and
compassionate grounds instead
of deporting them to a hostile
environment where they cannot
simply live in another state or
jurisdiction without being
followed by the security police of
the ruling party.
They denounce the deportation
of Rajvinder Kaur and Randhir
Singh.
They are calling instead for status
for all, and for a comprehensive,
ongoing regularization program
for all migrants!
Status for all!
No to deportations!
No to detentions!
* Sign the peti tion: https://
w w w. c ha ng e .o r g / p / s t o p -
deportation-of-mrs-rajvinder-kaur-
and-mr-randhir-singh-support-
from-allies
* Call and send e-mai ls to
ministers in support of Rajvinder
Kaur and Randhir Singh *
Marc Mi l ler, Minister of
Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship
E-mail: Marc.Miller@parl.gc.ca
Phone : 613-995-6403 or 514-
496-4885 Fax : 613-995-6404

(Contd. on page 23)


